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POLITICAL AND NATIONAL ISSUES 

 

1. National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies: 

News: The National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies’ (NABCB) has secured 

equivalence for its accreditation programme for Occupational Health and Safety 

Management Systems (OHSMS) Certification Bodies in Asia- Pacific region. 

 

Facts: 

 This means any industry carrying ISO 45001 certificate with NABCB logo will be 

recognized in the Asia-Pacific Region and it will have an immediate positive impact 

on Indian industries. 

 NABCB has signed the Multilateral Recognition Arrangement of the Pacific 

Accreditation Cooperation. 

 It is the third accreditation body to get international recognition in the region, the 

other two being the accreditation bodies of Hong Kong and Mexico. 

 

Other facts: 

 NABCB is a constituent Board of the Quality Council of India, responsible for 

Certification and Inspection Bodies based on assessment of their competence as 

per the Board's criteria and in accordance with International Standards and 

Guidelines. 

 It has already secured international equivalence for its accreditation programme for 

ISO 9001 certification bodies in 2002 and ISO 14001 Certification bodies in 2007. 

 The International Accreditation Forum (IAF) Multilateral Recognition Arrangements 

(MLA) consists of an agreement between accreditation bodies for mutual recognition 

of accreditations. 

   

2. Witness Protection Scheme: 

News: The SC asked states to adopt a Witness Protection Scheme. 

 

Facts: 

 The scheme is aimed to enable a witness to depose fearlessly and truthfully, this 

involves as simple measures as a police escort with the witness up to the courtroom 

and complex measures as changing his identity and residence of the witness, 

temporarily to protect him/her. 

 SC under Article 141 and 142 has provided legal sanctity to the scheme until 

parliament or state legislatures pass a law in this regard. 

 Under this scheme the secretary, District Legal Services Authority (DLSA) can pass 

the witness protection order. 

 The threat analysis report will be prepared by the ACP/DSP after investigation on 

direction from DLSA. The police officer will categorize threat perception and suggest 

corrective measures. 

Page 4 of 60



 

Current Affairs 2019 Classes by ForumIAS 
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy|982171160 

 The responsibility of implementation lies with the Witness Protection Cell 

constituted under the scheme. 

 The components of the scheme are physical safety, use of technology, judicial 

support and Witness Protection Fund. 

 Earlier, National Investigation Agency Act provided for witness protection for those 

cases which come under the Act, now, this scheme intends to extend the protection 

to all other cases as well. 

 

Other facts: 

 According to Article 141, the law declared by the Supreme Court shall be binding 

on all courts within the territory of India. 

 Article 142 mandates that the Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may 

pass such decree or make such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in 

any matter. 

 

     Witness Protection Bill 2015 

 The Bill seeks formulation of Witness Protection Programme and constitution of 

National Witness Protection Council and State Witness Protection Council to ensure 

its implementation. 

 It entails constitution of a Witness Protection Cell to prepare a report for the court 

to examine and grant protection to the witness. 

 Cases are transferred out of the original jurisdiction to ensure that the identity of 

the witness is protected and they can depose fearlessly. 

 It provides for stringent punishment for the persons disregarding the provisions of 

the bill and for those witnesses who give false testimonies. 

      

     Judgments/Committees in this regard: 

 SC in the Zahira Sheikh v/s State of Gujarat observed that witness protection is 

necessary for free and fair trial. 

 14th report of the Law Commission recommended to bring in a strong witness 

protection scheme. 

 

3. India Urban Data Exchange: 

News: The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) launched a pilot project for the Indian Urban 

Data Exchange (IUDX) in Electronics City (Bengaluru). 

  

Facts: 

 Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs awarded a grant to IISc to develop an Indian 

Urban Data Exchange for Smart Cities 

 It is a platform intended to facilitate easy and efficient data exchange among various 

stakeholders of smart cities. 
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 The monitoring of IUDX will be through an Open Smart Cities of India (OSCI), a 

non-profit startup company. 

 The entire data will be digitized, collected, viewed and analyzed through the 

Integrated Command and Control Center (ICCC). 

 ICCCs are operational in 10 smart cities as of June 2018, the latest one is in Naya 

Raipur, Chattisgarh. 

 Instead of moving all the data into a central repository, this approach choses to 

interconnect the data in silos, through a common data exchange. 

 

4. Section 4, RTI Act: 

News: The Central Information Commission has conducted a transparency audit to verify 

the quality of disclosures made under section 4 of the RTI Act, by various public 

authorities. 

  

Facts: 

 Section 4 of the RTI Act states that every government department has to voluntarily 

disclose information (suo-moto disclosure) through annual reports and websites. 

 It mandates that public authorities should maintain all its records catalogued and 

indexed in a manner which facilitates the RTI Act, 2005. 

 The audit found out that 85% of the 838 public authorities audited, did not disclose 

information related to budget and programming, publicity and public interface and 

e-governance. 

 

Other facts: 

 The Central Information Commission (CIC) was set up under the Right to 

Information Act for its implementation. 

 It was established in 2005, under the Government of India. 

 The body acts upon complaints from individuals unable to submit information to 

the Central or State PIO officer under the following circumstances: 

o Absence of the PIO 

o Central or State PIO refuses to accept the application 

o  either due to their absence or due to  

 India was ranked 6th in the Global RTI Ranking. 

 The RTI Ranking is a programme by the Access Info Europe (AIE) and Centre for 

Law and Democracy (CLD), looks at how RTI laws function across countries that 

have introduced such a law. 

 This global rating was started in the year 2011. 

 The Transparency International conducts the programme of ranking the countries. 

 

5. Demand for Abolishing the Concurrent List: 

News: The CM of Telangana demanded for more state autonomy and suggested that the 

concurrent list must be done away with. 
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Facts: 

 The union list and the concurrent list have grown consistently while the subjects 

in the state list have gradually reduced. 

  

Schedule VII Current strength Initial strength 

 Union list 100 subjects 97 subjects 

 State list 61 subjects 66 subjects 

 Concurrent list 52 subjects 47 subjects 

  

 The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act ,1976 restructured Schedule VII by 

transferring a lot of state subjects into the concurrent list like: education, forests, 

protection of wild animals and birds, weights and measures etc. 

 

Other facts: 

 The Indian constitution provides for the clear demarcation of powers between center 

and states via three lists in Schedule VII viz. Union list, State list and Concurrent 

list. 

 The aim of the concurrent list is to ensure uniformity across the country where 

both center and state can legislate independently, however in case of disparity the 

center’s law prevails. 

  

6. Education as Criteria for Local Body elections: 

News: Rajasthan government has scrapped the education criteria for contestants of 

Panchayati Raj Elections. 

  

Facts: 

 Rajasthan passed the Rajasthan Panchayati Raj (Second Amendment) Rules, 2015 

under which it was made mandatory for people contesting for Zila Parishad, 

Panchayat Samiti and Municipal Elections, to have passed class 10. 

 Those contesting for Sarpanch elections to pass class 8 and for those in the 

scheduled areas to have cleared class 5. 

 

Other facts: 

 Similar law was passed in Haryana where it was challenged in the case Rajbala v/s 

State of Haryana case. 

 SC upheld the validity of the law in Haryana. It held that right to contest is neither 

a fundamental right nor a statutory right, but a constitutional right, which can be 

regulated and curtailed through laws, passed by appropriate legislatures. 
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 States such as Assam and Uttarakhand have also brought in such a legislation to 

make minimum education compulsory for contesting local polls. 

  

7. Draft of Intermediary Guidelines 2018: 

News: The Ministry of Electronics and IT has put the Draft of Intermediary Guidelines 

2018 in the public domain for comments. 

  

Facts: 

 The IT (Intermediaries Guidelines Amendment) Rules 2018 seeks to make it 

mandatory for the intermediaries such as WhatsApp, Facebook and Twitter to trace 

the originator and unlawful information. 

 

Key suggestions for amendment to IT Act 2000: 

 Definition of intermediaries: Any social media platform with more than 50 lakh 

users or any platform mentioned in the list notified by the government is defined as 

an intermediary. 

 The intermediary must publish their privacy policy for the users. 

 Under the new rule 3(4), the intermediary must inform its users at least once in a 

month in case of non-compliance. 

 The intermediary is liable to provide information sought by any government agency 

within 72 hours of the query. 

 The intermediaries are to appoint a nodal person of contact for 24x7 coordination 

with the law enforcement agencies. 

 The intermediary is expected to remove or disable unlawful content within 24 hours 

but has to preserve such information for at least 180 days for the purpose of 

investigation. 

 The modified rule 3(5) will introduce a traceability requirement to enable tracing 

the originator of information on a platform. 

 The modified rule 3(9) requires the platforms to deploy automated tools to identify 

and disable access to unlawful content. 

 

Other facts: 

 The IT Act 2000, deals with cybercrimes and electronic commerce based on UN 

model Law on Electronic Commerce 1996. 

 The Act defines cyber-crime and prescribes penalties for it. 

 Section 79(2)(c) of the IT Act mentions that the intermediaries must observe due 

diligence while discharging their duties and also observe the guidelines as 

mentioned by the central government. 

 Section 79 of the IT Act elaborates on exemption from liabilities of intermediaries 

in cases where they are just conduits of information. 

 

 

Page 8 of 60



 

Current Affairs 2019 Classes by ForumIAS 
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy|982171160 

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 

 

1. Death Watch: 

News: As per the International Press Institute’s (IPI) Deathwatch, 79 journalists were killed 

in 2018. 

  

Facts: 

 Mexico and Afghanistan were the countries with the highest death toll of 

journalists world over. 

 

Other facts: 

 IPI is a Vienna, Austria based global network of editors, journalists and media 

from digital, print and broadcast news. 

 IPI compiles the annual data on the killing of the journalists since 1997, as part 

of its Press Freedom and Safety of Journalist programme. 

  

2. UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF): 

News: UN announced health and nutritional aid to the crisis stricken Venezuela through 

Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). 

  

Facts: 

 CERF is a humanitarian fund established by the UNGA in 2006 to enable timely 

assistance to those affected by natural disaster and armed conflicts. 

 The fund is replenished annually by the contributions made by the regional 

governments, corporate entities, foundations and individuals. 

  

3. New Peace Agreement on Yemen: 

News: UN mediated ceasefire has been reached between the rebel group Houthis and 

President Hadi’s forces. 
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Facts: 

 The civil crisis in Yemen was triggered by the Arab spring 2011, and was later 

exacerbated due to Saudi-Iran rivalry and international interference. 

 The Houthis are demanding a more representative form of government that would 

reflect the seats allocated to political groups and independent activists during 

Yemen's 10-month National Dialogue Conference, which mapped out the political 

future of Yemen after its 2011 uprising. 

  

Other facts: 

 Arab Spring is a mass movement in the Middle East aimed at regime change and 

to usher democracy in the Middle Eastern countries. 

 It began in Tunisia in 2011 and later spread to Yemen, Syria, Egypt, and Bahrain 

etc. 

 The Houthi movement was founded in the 1990s by Hussein Badreddin al-Houthi, 

a member of Yemen's Zaidi Shia minority, which makes up about one-third of the 

population. 
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4. Extradition: 

News: UK court ordered the extradition of Vijay Mallya, an economic fugitive, to India. 

 

Facts: 

 Extradition is the delivery of a desired person from a particular state, who is 

accused or convicted of a crime under a different jurisdiction (different country). 

 In India the Extradition Act 1962 provides for the legal basis for extradition. 

Section 2 (d) of the Act 1962 defines extradition treaty as an agreement made by 

India with a foreign state relating to the extradition of fugitive criminals. 

 General conditions of extradition: 

o It applies only to the offences clearly mentioned in the extradition treaty. 

o Principle of Dual Criminality, according to which the offence for which 

extradition is sought, should be an offence under the laws of both the 

requesting country and the requested country. 

o The extradited person should undergo trial only for the offence for which 

his extradition was requested. 

o He/she must be accorded free and fair trial. 

 The nodal authority for extradition in India is the Ministry of External Affairs, it 

processes incoming and outgoing extradition requests. 

 

5. Interpol Notices: 

News: Interpol issued a Red Corner notice against Mehul Choksi, an Indian-born fugitive 

businessman. 

  

Facts: 

 International Criminal Police Organization is an international organization 

facilitating international police cooperation. 

 It has 192 member countries and its headquarters is at Lyon, France. 

 It issues different notices for requests and alerts allowing police in member 

countries to share important crime related information. 

 CBI is the nodal agency to coordinate and handle the issuance of Interpol notices 

in India. There are also liaison officers in every state police force to coordinate with 

the Interpol. 

 Types of Interpol notices: 
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES 

 

1. Ideate for India: 

News: “Ideate for India-creative solutions using technology” is a National level challenge 

for youth launched by the Ministry of Electronics and IT. 

  

Facts: 

 It gives school children (class 6-12), an opportunity to come out with creative 

solutions for the existing problems. 

 The challenge has been designed by the National e-governance Division, Ministry 

of Electronics and IT, in collaboration with the Intel India with the support of the 

Department of School Education and Literacy, MHRD. 

 In this challenge, Top 50 students will be declared as ‘Tech Creation Champions’. 

  

2. iGOT: 

News: The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), Ministry of Personnel, Public 

Grievances and Pensions launched integrated Government Online Training Programme 

(iGOT). 

  

Facts: 

 The iGOT is a part of government’s Digital India flagship programme. 

 The initiative aims at “Competent Civil Services for Good Governance”. 

 It will cater to the need of the government officers. 

 Training inputs will be available online on a flexitime basis. 

 The training will be coupled with certification. 

 It will act as a single point for all the training institutions to access training 

resources through the DoPT web portal. 

  

3. PRASAD Scheme: 

News: Recently, Yamunotri, Gangotri, Amarkantak and Parasnath were added to the list 

of sites under the PRASAD scheme. 

  

Facts: 

  Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual; Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) 

scheme aims at the integrated development of pilgrimage destinations in a 

planned and sustainable manner to provide the tourist with a complete religious 

tourism experience. 

 Twelve cities namely Amaravati (Andhra Pradesh), Gaya (Bihar), Dwaraka 

(Gujarat), Amritsar (Punjab), Ajmer (Rajasthan), Kanchipuram (Tamil Nadu), 

Velankanni (Tamil Nadu), Puri (Odisha), Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), Mathura (Uttar 

Pradesh), Kedarnath (Uttarakhand) and Kamakhya (Assam) have been identified 
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for development under Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spirituality Augmentation 

Drive (PRASAD) by the Ministry of Tourism in 2014-15. 

 During 2015-16, Patna (Bihar) and in 2016-17, 12 more sites were added in the 

scheme for development namely Ayodhya (Uttar Pradesh), Badrinath 

(Uttarakhand), Belur (West Bengal), Deoghar (Jharkhand), Guruvayur (Kerala), 

Hazratbal and Katra (Jammu & Kashmir), Omkareshwar (Madhya Pradesh), 

Somnath (Gujarat), Srisailam and Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh), Trimbakeshwar 

(Maharashtra). 

 With the new additions, the number of sites under PRASAD have now reached 41 

across 25 states. 

 

Other facts: 

 Gangotri and Yamunotri, Uttarakhand: Gangotri is a Hindu pilgrimage town on 

the banks of Bhagirathi and the place from where Ganga originates and Yamunotri 

is the place from where Yamuna originates. 

 Amarkantak, is a pilgrim town and a Nagar Panchayat in Anuppur, Madhya 

Pradesh, India.  

 Parsvnath, Jharkhand: It is an important Jain pilgrimage site and also the highest 

mountain peak in the state. 

  

4. Adopt a Heritage Project: 

News: 10 monuments have been adopted under the ‘Adopt a Heritage’ project (Apni 

Dharohar Apni Pehchan). 

  

10 Adopted Monuments are: 

 Red fort, Delhi  Gandikota fort, Andhra Pradesh 

 Jantar Mantar, Delhi  Hampi (Hazara Rama Temple), Karnataka 

 Leh Palace, Jammu and Kashmir  Ajanta Caves, Maharashtra 

 Qutub minar, Delhi  Surajkund, Haryana 

 Mt. Stok Kangri Trek, Ladakh, 

Jammu and Kashmir 

 Areas surrounding Gangotri Temple and 

Trail to Gaumukh, Uttarakhand. 

  

Facts: 

 This project is a joint collaboration between the Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of 

Culture, Archeological Survey of India and the states/UTs. 

 It aims to develop a heritage site or monument and make it tourist friendly through 

the Monument Mitra. 
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 Under the project a Private Sector Company, Public Sector Company or an 

individual with best vision for the monument is selected through a bidding 

process. The successful bidders are called Monument Mitra. 

 The funding should be through the mode of Corporate Social Responsibility and 

the Ministry of Tourism gives no funds under the project. 

 The government has put up 93 ASI monuments under the project. 

 

Other facts: 

 The Archaeological Survey of India is an Indian government agency attached to 

the Ministry of Culture that is responsible for archaeological research and the 

conservation and preservation of cultural monuments in the country.  

 It was founded in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham who also became its first 

Director-General. 

  

5. Bhasha Sangam Program: 

News: The Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Human Resource 

Development launched the Bhasha Sangam Program under the Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 

Bharat scheme. 

  

Facts: 

 The aim is to enhance linguistic tolerance and respect for all languages. 

 It will introduce the school going students to all the 22 scheduled languages of 

schedule VIII of the constitution. 

 The initiative is not mandatory and there will be no formal testing. 

 

Other facts: 

 Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat was launched on the 140th birth anniversary of 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, to enhance national integration. 

 Under the scheme there is a pairing between the states/UTs for one year, whereby 

they exchange and connect people through culture, cuisine, language, tourism, 

costumes etc. 

  

6. One District, One Product Scheme: 

News: Recently, the One District, One Product scheme was launched in Lucknow, UP, 

with the aim of creating product specific industrial hubs across 75 districts of UP. 

  

Facts: 

 The scheme will be implemented by the Department of MSME and Export 

Promotion of the UP government. 

 Under the scheme financial and technical help will be made available to the 

workers. 
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 Some product specific industrial hubs in UP are: Banarasi silk saree of Varanasi, 

Carpets of Bhadohi, Chikankari of Lucknow, Leather goods of Kanpur, Locks of 

Aligarh, Leather footwear of Agra, Brassware of Moradabad, Sports goods of 

Meerut etc. 

 

8. KALIA Scheme: 

News: The Odisha government launched the Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and 

Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme. 

  

Facts: 

 It aims to provide financial support to small, marginal farmer and to the landless 

agricultural labourers of the state. 

 Under KALIA, the government will provide 5 types of benefits to the beneficiaries 

through DBT: 

o Support for cultivation 

o Livelihood support 

o Life insurance 

o Financial assistance of farmers not able to take up farming due to old age 

or illness or disability 

o Interest free crop loan 

 

7. Smart Project: 

News: Maharashtra launched the State of Maharashtra’s Agribusiness and Rural 

Transformation (SMART) project. 

  

Facts: 

 The Maharashtra government in collaboration with World Bank launched the 

project. 

 The major objectives of the project are: 

o Sustainable farming 

o Facilitate agribusiness investment 

o Support resilient agriculture production 

o Expand access to new and organized markets for producers 

o Enhance private sector participation in agribusiness 

 

9. Mukhyamantri Krishi Aashirwad Yojana: 

News: The Jharkhand government is to provide cash assistance to small and marginal 

farmers across the state through the Mukhyamantri Krishi Aashirwad Yojana. 

  

Facts: 

 It includes cash assistance of Rs.5000 per acre for small and marginal farmers. 

 The scheme is along the lines of the Rythu Bandhu scheme of Telangana 

government. 
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Other Facts: 

 Telangana government launched ‘Rythu Bandhu’ investment support scheme for 

farmers. 

 The scheme provides a grant of Rs 4,000 per acre per farmer each season for the 

purchase of inputs like seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, labour and other investments 

in the field operations of farmer’s choice for the crop season. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 

 

1. Women Entrepreneurship Program 2.0: 

News: Government recently launched the Women Entrepreneurship Program 2.0. 

  

Facts: 

 The program seeks to transform the entrepreneurial ecosystem in the country 

especially for the women. 

 It is a one-stop resource center for budding and entrepreneurial women. 

 The program acts as a platform for the stakeholders to come together and provide 

services such as the incubation services, mentorship, funding, marketing 

assistance etc. 

 

Other Facts: 

 WEP was launched in 2017 by NITI Aayog to promote and support women 

entrepreneurs in India. 

 WEP Investment Council was set up to meet the funding requirements of the 

women entrepreneurs. 

  

2. Survey on Retail Payments Habits of individuals (SRPHi): 

News: The RBI will record the payment habits of individuals of 6 cities under its Survey 

on Retail Payment Habits of individuals. 

  

Facts: 

 The survey will include a sample of 6000 people across 6 cities-Delhi, Mumbai, 

Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru, and Guwahati. 

 The survey seeks qualitative responses from individuals on their payment habits. 

 The findings may provide some idea about awareness and usage habits of digital 

payment products. 

 M/s Sigma Research & Consulting Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi has been engaged to 

conduct the fieldwork of the survey on behalf of the Reserve Bank India. 

  

3. Agriculture Export Policy 2018: 

News: The cabinet has recently approved the Agriculture Export Policy 2018. 

  

Facts: 

 Vision of the policy: to harness the potential of Indian Agriculture, through 

suitable policy instruments, to make India a global power in agriculture and raise 

farmer’s income. 

 Ministry of Commerce is the nodal agency for monitoring the policy 

implementation. 
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Operational aspect: Strategic aspect: 

 Cluster based farming and gradual 

transition to Agri Export Zones 

(AEZs). 

 Stable trade policy regime for Agricultural 

exports 

 Promotion of value added exports.  Reforms in the APMC Act 

 Marketing and promotion of Brand 

India. 

 Infrastructure and Logistics support 

 Attract private investment in export 

oriented activities and 

infrastructure. 

 Adopt a holistic approach to promote 

exports like involving Krishi Vigyan 

Kendras and address non-quantitative 

trade barriers. 

 Promote agricultural research and 

development. 

 Increase state government participation 

in promoting agricultural exports. 

 Establishment of strong Quality 

regimen. 

  

  

 

4. New e-Commerce Rules: 

News: Government of India recently gave clarifications to the e-commerce rules, 2017. 

  

Facts: 

 The e-commerce companies cannot sell products of those companies in which they 

hold equity stake. 

 There is a cap of 25% on the inventory that a market entity or its associates can 

sell from a particular vendor. 

 No seller can be forced to sell its products exclusively through any one particular 

vendor. 

 The e-commerce entities are not allowed to offer deep discounts. 

 The government will appoint a regulator to check deep discounts by the e-

commerce vendors so that they do not sell below a market price. 

 The e-commerce entities will have to furnish a certificate along with a report of 

statutory auditor to RBI, validating its compliance to new rules for the preceding 

year, by 30 September of every year. 

 The e-commerce entities are required to maintain a level playing field. 
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Other Facts: 

Models of e commerce: 

Marketplace model Inventory model 

E-commerce companies act as mere IT 

platform/facilitator between the buyer 

and the seller, without providing any 

warehousing facilities. 

Whereas in inventory model, products are 

owned by the online company where, the 

whole process from the product purchase to 

warehousing to dispatch is taken care of by 

the e-commerce company. 

  

                                                                                                                                    

5. States’ Start-up Ranking 2018: 

News: The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) has announced the first 

ever States’ Start-up ranking. 

  

Facts: 

 Gujarat was ranked as the best performing state.  

 Karnataka, Odisha, Kerala and Rajasthan were among the top performers. 

 Government launched this initiative in 2016 with the objective of encouraging 

states and UTs to promote and strengthen startup ecosystem. 

 The tools of ranking were: 

o State and UT startup ranking framework 

o Compendium of good practices for promoting startups in India 

o Start-up India kit 

 

Other facts: 

 Start-up is defined as an entity registered not prior to 7 years, with an annual 

turnover not exceeding Rs.25 crores in any financial year. It primarily works 

towards innovation and is technology driven. 

  

6. Smart Meters: 

News: The government plans to convert all electric meters into smart prepaid meters from 

1st April 2019. 

  

Facts: 

 Smart meters are advanced metering system that measures electricity use at 

different times of the day and sends the information to the supplier. 

 It also enables a two-way communication between the energy supplier and the 

consumer of electricity. 

 Smart meters are aimed at improved data tracking and monitoring in order to 

reduce aggregate technical and commercial (AT&C) losses. 
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Other facts: 

 The draft Electricity Amendment Bill suggested that smart meters should be 

installed at each stage for proper measurement of the electricity consumed. 

 Under the Ujjwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY) government targeted to 

install 35 million smart meters by 2019. 

 AT&C losses: These are technical and commercial losses, which create a difference 

between the energy, input units into the system and the units for which the 

payment is collected. 

                  

7. GDP Back Data Series: 

News: NITI Aayog and Central Statistical Office (CSO) released back series data of GDP 

from 2005-06, using the new calculation method. 

  

Facts: 

 In 2015 the government adopted a new methodology for the calculation of the GDP 

of the country for better estimate of economic activity, called the Gross Value 

Added (GVA). 

 There was also a change in the base year used from 2004-05 to 2011-12. 

 These changes posed problem for comparing the recent economic data with the 

data preceding 2011-12. Thus, the back series data provides for the earlier data 

calculated as per the new methodology, which makes comparison easier. 

 

Other facts: 

 GDP is the monetary value of all the goods and services produced in a country 

during a specific time period. 

 GVA is the measure of value of goods and services produced in an economy. 

 GVA + taxes on products - subsidies on products = GDP 

  

8. New proposals for National Pension System: 

News: The Union Cabinet approved proposals for the National Pension System. 

  

Facts: 

 Government increased its contribution from 10% to 14% for employees covered 

under NPS tier I. 

 Central government employees now have the freedom of choice to select the 

pension funds and then decide the pattern of investment. 

 Cabinet has approved the EEE status (Exempt Exempt Exempt) for national 

pension scheme, where entire withdrawal will be exempt from taxes. 

 The subscribers can now withdraw 25% of the money after three years, for skill 

development activity. 

 Now, tier II of NPS will now be covered under the section 80C for the purpose of 

income tax benefit provided there is a three-year lock in period. 
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Other facts: 

 It is GoI defined contribution scheme, where the final corpus depends upon the 

contributions made and the investment returns. 

 The subscriber contributes regularly in the pension account during their working 

life, withdraw a part of the corpus in a lump sum and use the remaining corpus 

to buy an annuity to secure regular income after retirement. 

 Both employers and the employees contribute to the scheme. 

 It was launched in 2004 for government employees and was opened to all sections 

in 2009. 

 All citizens (residents and non-residents) between 18 -60 years of age are eligible. 

 The scheme is implemented and regulated by the Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority (PFRDA) in the country. 

 NPS has two accounts: tier I account, which is non-withdrawable account meant 

for saving for retirement and tier II account where the subscriber is free to 

withdraw savings. There is no tax benefit is available on the tier II account. 

 

9. GM Crops: 

News: Recently, a research paper by renowned agriculturalist, M.S Swaminathan 

questioned the utility of GM Crops in increasing agricultural productivity and 

sustainability. 

  

Facts: 

 WHO, defined GM Crops as the organisms in which the genetic material has been 

altered in a way that do not occur naturally by way of natural mating. 

 

Other facts: 

 The only GM crop cultivated in India is the Bt-Cotton, non-food crop. 

 Commercial release of the Bt-Brinjal was stalled by a moratorium in 2010 by the 

environmental ministry. 

 DMH-11, transgenic mustard has to undergo more tests before it can be 

commercially released. 

 

      National level safeguards: 

      Biological Diversity Act 2002: 

 This act aims at the conservation of biodiversity, its sustainable use and fair and 

equitable distribution of the benefits derived from it. 

 The act is implemented at three levels of National Biodiversity Authority, State 

Biodiversity Authority and Biodiversity Management Committee at the local levels. 

 BMCs prepare a people’s Biodiversity Register with all the information of local 

biodiversity, and the State Biodiversity Board designates important biodiversity 

places as Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS). 
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      International level safeguards: 

 The Cartagena protocol on biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

aims at safe handling, transport and use of living modified organisms (LMOs). 

 It also establishes an Advance Informed Agreement (AIAs) procedure to ensure 

that countries are fully informed and can decide independently before agreeing to 

import genetically modified organisms into their territory. 

 

10. Draft Electricity Amendment Bill: 

News: Ministry of Power revised the draft of the Electricity Amendment Bill. 

  

Facts: 

 The three segments of generation, transmission and distribution of electricity are 

bundled together under state electricity board. 

 The Electricity (Amendment) Bill 2014 aims to amend the Electricity Act 2003 to 

increase competition in the sectors by segregating them, rationalising tariff 

determination and promoting renewable energy. 

 

      Key features of the Bill: 

 Separate license for distribution and supply of electricity. 

 The purchase and sale of power will be done through long/medium and short term 

Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs). 

 The Central and State Electricity Regulatory Commission will only decide the tariff 

ceiling for the retail sale and the supplier can charge any price below it. 
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 The Bill aims at providing a direct subsidy to the beneficiaries and eliminate cross 

subsidization gradually within 3 years. 

 The draft bill defines the renewable energy sources as notified by the central 

government. 

 The bill defines Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPO) and Renewable Generation 

Obligation (RGO). 

 The draft bill defines smart grid and suggests installation of smart meters at every 

stage for proper measurements. 

 The Bill also seeks changing the composition of the selection committee for the 

State Electricity Regulatory Board (SERB) to have more central government 

members and be headed by a serving SC judge. 

 

Other Facts: 

 The amendments define RPO as the minimum percentage of electricity that must 

be procured by obligated entities (such as supply licensees) from renewable 

sources.  

 RGO is defined as the renewable energy capacity that must be installed or 

procured by a coal or lignite based generation station.  

  

11. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY): 

News: Government has extended the scope of beneficiaries covered under the PMUY. 

  

Facts: 

 Earlier beneficiaries of PMUY included all BPL families who suffer from at least 

one deprivation under the SECC 2011. 

 The seven deprivation criteria under the SECC are: 

o Households with only one room, kucha walls and kucha roof 

o No adult member between the ages of 16 and 59 

o Female headed households with no adult male member between 16 and 

59 

o Households with disabled member and no able bodied adult member 

o SC/ST household 

o Households with no literate adult above 25 years 

o Landless households deriving a major part of their income from manual 

casual labour 

 The scheme has now been expanded to cover 

o All SC/STs households 

o Beneficiaries of Antyodaya Anna yojana, PMAY (Grameen) 

o  Forest dwellers 

o Most backward classes 

o Tea and ex-Tea Garden Tribes 

o People residing in islands and river islands. 
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Other facts: 

 It aims to provide 8 crore beneficiaries with free LPG connections to women from 

BPL houses. 

 The LPG connection is in the name of the adult woman of the family and a financial 

assistance of Rs.1600 is provided on the condition that no family member has an 

existing LPG gas connection in his/her name. 

 Consumers will have the option to purchase the gas stoves and refills on EMI on 

zero interest. 

  

12. Coal Swapping Scheme Extended: 

News: Coal Swapping Scheme has now been extended to private power producers and 

non-regulated cement and steel sectors. 

  

Facts: 

 Coal Swapping Scheme is a coal supply rationalization scheme by extending it to 

private producers and even non-regulated cement and steel sectors. 

 Now, these two coal consumers can sign agreements to swap full or part of their 

coal allocation for at least 6 months. 

 Coal India will be the nodal agency for the swapping agreement. 

 Coal swapping will be facilitated via an electronic platform where the participants 

can register and applicants swap coal supplies on a pre-decided time, with the 

participants. 

  

13. Angel Tax: 

News: The startups recently raised concerns about taxation of angel funds after they 

received Angel tax notices. 

  

Facts: 

 Angel tax was introduced in 2012 for keeping money laundering in check. 

 Angel tax is the levy of 30.9 % tax on the amount exceeding the fair value of the 

shares issued by the unlisted company. 

 The tax authorities will determine the fair value after angel investors make 

investments. 

 

Other facts: 

 Angel investor is a private individual, with high net worth who invests part of 

his/her personal assets into a new a growing unlisted business. 

 

14. Retail, SME Loans to be linked to External Benchmark: 

News: RBI has asked banks to link floating interest rate on retail loans and loans given to 

SMEs to be linked to external benchmarks. 
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Facts: 

 The recommendation was made by an internal study group on working of Marginal  

Cost of Funds based Lending Rates (MCLR) of the RBI headed by Dr. Janak Rai. 

 The group analyzed that banks were slow to pass reduction in MCLR to the 

customers. 

      New guidelines: 

 The lending rates should be pegged to 4 external benchmarks: Repo rate, 91-day 

treasury bill yield, 182-day treasury bill yield and any other benchmark given by 

the Financial Benchmark India Private Ltd. 

 The new guidelines are to be implemented from 1st April 2019. 

 

Other facts: 

 Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending Rate (MCLR) is the minimum interest rate, 

below which a bank is not permitted to lend. 

 MCLR replaced the earlier base rate system to determine the lending rates for 

commercial banks. RBI implemented it on 1 April 2016 to determine rates of 

interests for loans. 

 It is an internal reference rate for banks to decide what interest they can levy on 

loans. For this, they take into account the additional or incremental cost of 

arranging additional rupee to loan out. 

 Financial Benchmark India Private Ltd. is an independent benchmark 

administrator jointly owned by the Fixed Income Money Market & Derivative 

Association of India (FIMMDA), Foreign Exchange Dealers’ Association of India 

(FEDAI) and Indian Banks’ ‘Association (IBA), formed in 2014. 

 It was created on the recommendation of Shri Vijaya Bhaskar Committee. 

 

15. Share Swap: 

News: Hindustan Unilever has announced its merger with Glaxo SmithKline Consumer 

under a Share Swap mechanism. 

  

Facts: 

 Share swap is when a company pays for an acquisition of or merger with another 

company by issuing its own shares (used as a currency) to the shareholders of the 

target company. 

 The ratio of the number of shares to be issued to that of their existing holdings in 

the target company called the swap ratio. 

 Swap ratio is determined on the basis of the existing market value of the target 

company. 

 

16. World Customs Organization: 

News: The 80th session of the policy commission meeting of the World Customs 

Organization (WCO) was held in India. 
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Facts: 

 WCO was established in 1952 as the Customs Clearance Council (CCC), as an 

independent, intergovernmental body aimed to enhance the efficiency and 

effectiveness of Customs Administration. 

 It has more than 180 member countries and India is its member since 1971. 

 India in July 2018 became the vice-chair (regional head) of the Asia-Pacific region 

of the WCO for a period of 2 years. 
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 

1. Ensure Portal: 

News: Ensure Portal is an online portal launched by the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmer Welfare. 

  

Facts: 

 This portal has been developed by NABARD and operates under the Department 

of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries. 

 The portal aims at quicker transfer of subsidy under the National Livelihood 

Mission’s component Entrepreneurship Development and Employment 

Generation (EDEG). 

 Under this component subsidy payment for activities related to poultry, pigs etc. 

were given through DBT and goes directly to beneficiaries account. 

 Now, the branch manager after scrutinizing and sanctioning of proposal will 

upload the subsidy claims on the Ensure portal. 

 The subsidy will be approved within 30 days from the date of sanction of loan. 

  

2. Partners’ Forum 2018: 

News: The fourth Partners’ Forum was recently held in New Delhi. 

  

Facts: 

 The forum was hosted by the Government of India, in association with the 

Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH). 

 The Partners’ Forum was hosted by India for the second time (first time in 2012). 

 

Other facts: 

 The PMNCH is an alliance of more than 1000 organizations in 192 countries from 

health influencing sectors and sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and 

adolescent health communities. 

 It was launched in 2005. 

 Its secretariat is at World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland. 

  

3. Paternity Leave: 

News: The Department of Personnel and Training recently notified that male central 

government employees who are single parents for dependent children can now avail Child 

Care Leave of 730 days during their entire service period. 

  

Facts: 

 Child Care Leave (CCL) was introduced in the 6th Pay Commission but the present 

notification is based on the 7th pay commission recommendation. 
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 It made a single male government employee (unmarried, widower or divorcee 

government service) eligible for 730 days of paternity leave, of which the first 356 

days will be 100% paid and for the next 365 days he will get 80% of his salary. 

 The paternity leave will not be granted during probation period, except in 

emergency situations. 

 The leave shall not be granted for more than three spells a year, and not for a 

period of less than 5 days at a time. 

 

Other facts: 

 The 1999 central government notification under the Central Services (Leave) Rule 

551 (A) made provisions for paternity leave for a period of 15 days, for a male 

central government employee including apprentice and probationer, with less than 

two surviving children. 

 A Paternity Benefit Bill 2017 was introduced as a private member bill to extend 

the paternity leave benefit to both formal and informal sector. 

 

      Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act 2017: 

 The Act provides for maternity leave for women working in establishments with 10 

or more women employees. 

 It mandates employers to educate women on the maternity leave provisions at the 

time of joining itself. 

 The act extends the full paid leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks. 

 There is a 12-week full paid leave for women during her third pregnancy, for 

mothers adopting children below three months of age and for commissioning 

mothers. 

 The women will be eligible for the full paid leave only if they have been working in 

the establishment for at least 80 days, in the past one-year. 

  

4. Nikshay Poshan Yojana: 

News: The DBT scheme for TB patients launched in April 2018 has not made much 

progress. 

  

Facts: 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched the Nikshay Poshan Yojana. 

 It aims at providing cash transfer of Rs.500 every month in cash or in kind for the 

nutritional support to TB patients. 

 The transfer is done, till patient is on anti-TB treatment through his/her aadhaar-

enabled bank account. 

 The yojana is implemented under the National Health Mission. 

 All TB patients notified on and after 1st April 2018 including all existing TB 

patients under treatment are eligible for the cash support. 

 The patient must be notified under the Nikshay Portal. 
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5. National Trust: 

News: The Parliament passed the National Trust for Welfare of the Persons with Autism, 

Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities (Amendment) Bill 2018. 

  

Facts: 

 The Bill amended the tenure of the Chairperson and members of the board of the 

National Trust. 

 Under the current Act, the Chairperson and members of the Board of the National 

Trust can hold office for a term of three years from the date of their appointment 

or until their successors are appointed, whichever is longer.   

 The Bill amends this provision to fix the tenure of the Chairperson and members 

of the Board to three years.  Further, the Bill states that the central government 

will initiate the process for appointment of the Chairperson or any member of the 

Board, at least six months prior to the expiry of his tenure. 

 

Other facts: 

 National Trust is a statutory body under the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment. 

 The Trust aims to empower persons with disability to live independently, provide 

them with equal opportunities, protection of their rights and full participation of 

persons with disability. 

  

6. Draft Child Protection Policy: 

News: The Ministry of Women and Child Development recently released the Draft Child 

Protection Policy. 

  

Facts: 

 The policy was released is in the backdrop of rising cases of child abuse living in 

the shelter homes. 

 It is the first policy fully dedicated to child protection. 

 It aims at providing safe and conducive environment to children by addressing the 

issues of child abuse and avoiding neglect. 

 It identifies a framework of institutions across government and private sector, and 

mandates the institutions to have a staff member to ensure that the procedure to 

protect children and report abuses, are in place. 

 Any individual who suspects physical, sexual or emotional abuse must report it 

on the helpline number 1098, police or to child welfare committee. 

 The institutions directly engaged with children must develop a child friendly 

module to educate children on child abuse, online safety and services available to 

them in case of abuse. 
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 The organizations who research and collect data from children or from their 

parents must ensure that the process do not traumatize the child in any manner, 

they must ensure that only trained professionals carry out surveys. 

 The industries and corporate houses must deter child labor in any form. 

 Child friendly places must be developed in all public spaces. 

  

7. Global Gender Gap Report: 

News: The World Economic Forum (WEF) released the Gender Gap Report 2018. 

  

Facts: 

 The report assesses 149 countries on the progress towards gender parity across 

four parameters:  

o Economic participation and opportunities, 

o Educational attainments,  

o Health and Survival 

o Political Empowerment. 

 According to the report, the world has closed 68% of its gender gap and the 

remaining gap will take next 108 years to cover up, with the present rate of 

improvement. 

 South Asia was the second lowest of all regions in terms of gender gap, as only 

65% of the gender gap is closed in the region. 

 India is ranked 108th with improvement in wage equality for similar work, no 

gender gap in the tertiary education but the progress lags on health and survival 

parameter. 

 

Other facts: 

 WEF was established in 1971 as a not for profit organization, acting as a platform 

for leaders from both public and private domains to shape global, regional and 

industry agendas. 

 The WEF is headquartered at Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Other reports published by WEF: 

o Global Competitiveness Report 

o Global Risks Report 

o Inclusive Development Report 

o Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report 

o Global Human Capital Report 

  

8. SDG India Index-Baseline Report 2018: 

News: NITI Aayog released the SDG India Index-Baseline Report 2018. 
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Facts: 

 NITI Aayog, in collaboration with the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation, Global Green Growth Institute and UN developed this index. 

 It tracks the progress of all the states and UTs on 62 priority indicators selected 

by the Aayog. 

 SDG India covers around 13 of the 17 SDGs. 

 The score is calculated between 0-100 for each state and UT. 

 The classification under the index is as follows: 

o Aspirant state: 0-49 

o Performer state: 50-64 

o Front-runner: 65-99 

o Achiever state: 100 

 In the present index Kerala and Himachal Pradesh leads among states with a 

score of 69 and Chandigarh is a top performer among the UTs. 

  

9. Eklavya Model Residential Schools: 

News: The government approved the revamping of Eklavya Model Residential Schools 

(EMRS). 

  

Facts: 

 These schools are set up under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to provide quality 

education to the tribal students. 

 The EMRS is established based on the demand of the concerned state and the 

availability of land. 

 The grants for the school are granted under the Article 275 (1) of the constitution. 

 As per the budget 2018-19 every block with more than 50% of ST population and 

at least 20,000 tribal persons will have an EMRS by the year 2022. 

 

Other facts: 

 The Article 275(1) provides for grants-in-aid to states covered under the schedule 

V and VI of the Indian constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 32 of 60



 

Current Affairs 2019 Classes by ForumIAS 
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy|982171160 

SECURITY AND DEFENCE 

 

1. Military Exercise: 

Name of the exercise Participants 

SHINYUU Maitri 2018  It is the first edition of air exercise conducted between 

Japan and India. 

 It was conducted in Agra, UP 

 Theme: Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

on Transport aircraft. 

Exercise Sea Vigil  This is an exercise of the Indian Navy to on coastal 

areas to test the robustness of India coastal security 

apparatus. 

 It will include all operational ships and submarines 

(Indian navy), along with Indian coastguards, Indian 

air force and Indian Army. 

Hand-in-Hand 

exercise 

 It is 7th round of military exercise between India and 

China. 

 It was not conducted last year in the wake of Doklam 

standoff. 

Indra Navy 2018  10th edition of the naval exercise between the Indian 

and Russian Navy. 

 It was conducted at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

  

 

2. Avangard Hypersonic System: 

News: Russia successfully test fired the Avangard Missile. 

  

Facts: 

 It is liquid fuelled, intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) of Russia. 

 It can fly at a speed of Mach 20 (hypersonic) and carry nuclear and conventional 

warheads. 

 It has maneuverable gliding feature to adjust to both altitude and direction and to 

avoid most missile defence systems. 

 It will soon become the first operational hypersonic glide vehicle system. 

 

Other facts: 

 Subsonic cruise missile flies at a speed lesser than the speed of sound. E.g. 

Nirbhay Missile 
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 Supersonic cruise missile travels at a speed of 2-3 Mach. E.g. Brahmos missile 

 Hypersonic cruise missile travels at a speed of more than 5 Mach. 

  

3. Surveillance by Government Agencies: 

News: Ministry of Home Affairs issued an order authorizing 10 central government 

agencies to intercept, monitor and decrypt any information generated, transmitted, 

received or stored in any computer. 

  

Facts: 

 The order is derived from the Section 69 of the IT Act 2000 and its 2009 rules. 

 The agencies named in the order are: 

o Intelligence Bureau 

o Narcotics Control Bureau 

o Enforcement Directorate 

o Central Board of Direct Taxes 

o Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 

o Central Bureau of Investigation 

o National Investigation Agency 

o Cabinet Secretariat (R&AW) 

o Directorate of Signal Intelligence 

o Commissioner of Police, Delhi 

 According to the orders any person or service provider who is in-charge of the 

computer resource is bound to cooperate with the 10 agencies, failing to do so will 

invite 7-year imprisonment and fine. 

 

Other facts: 

 Telephonic surveillance in India is authorized under the Section 5 of Telegraph 

Act 1885, it allows disclosure of call data records including time, duration, 

number, date of the call. 

 Electronic surveillance in India is authorized under the Section 69 IT Act 2000. 

  

4. Permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee: 

News: The three services have agreed on appointing a Permanent Chairman of the Chief 

of Staff Committee (CoSC). 

  

Facts: 

 CoSC is a platform for important military discussions across the three services. 

 A four-star military officer equivalent to the chiefs of the army, navy and air force 

will head the CoSC. The post will be known as the Chief of Defence Staff. 

 He will head the Chief of Staff Committee meetings. 

 He will look into the joint issues of the services such as joint operations, 

acquisitions and troops. 
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 He would be in charge of the tri-services command at the Andaman and Nicobar 

Island. 

      Committees recommending a permanent chairman: 

 Kargil Review committee headed by K. Subramanian 

 Naresh Chandra committee 2011 

 

Other facts: 

 In the current structure the Chief of Staff Committee consists of the Army, Navy 

and Air Force Chiefs. 

 It is headed by the senior-most of the three chiefs, (until his retirement) in 

rotation.  

  

5. Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region: 

News: Indian Navy inaugurated the Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region (IFC-

IOR). 

  

Facts: 

 It will serve as a 24x7 Information sharing center. 

 It is established at the Indian Navy’s Information Management and Analysis 

Centre (IMAC). 

 The center will improve maritime domain awareness in the Indian Ocean by 

sharing information on white shipping. 

 The countries who have already signed a white shipping agreement with India are 

its members. 

 IFC-IOR will host liaison officers from foreign countries to enable better 

interconnection and quicker analysis. 

 The center will undertake exercises and training capsules in maritime information 

collection and sharing. 

  

6. UN Global Counter Terrorism Coordination Compact: 

News: UN launched the Global Counter Terrorism Coordination Compact. 

  

Facts: 

 It is an agreement between the UN chief, 36 organizational entities, Interpol and 

the World Customs Organization to better serve the needs of the member state 

when it comes to tackling terrorism. 

 It aims to ensure that UN provides with coordinated capacity building support to 

its member states, at their request to implement the UN Global Counter Terrorism 

Strategy. 

 The compact will foster close collaboration between Security Council mandated 

bodies and rest of the UN system. 

Page 35 of 60



 

Current Affairs 2019 Classes by ForumIAS 
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy|982171160 

 The compact replaces the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force 

established in 2005. 

 The UN Global Counter Terrorism Compact Coordination Committee headed by 

the Secretary-General will oversee and monitor the implementation of the 

compact. 

 

Other facts: 

 Global Counter Terrorism Strategy was adopted by the UNGA in 2006 as a global 

instrument to enhance national, regional and international efforts at countering 

terrorism. 

  The UNGA reviews the strategy every 2 years, to keep it updated with the current 

dynamics of terrorism. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY 

 

1. Pokkali Paddy: 

News: The local community driven Pokkali Paddy cultivation is under threat from 

unscientific and unseasonal prawn cultivation. 

  

Facts: 

 Pokkali cultivation is an indigenous traditional practice of fish-rice rotational 

cultivation practiced in coastal belts in districts of Alappuzha, Ernakulam and 

Thrissur, Kerala. 

 Pokkali paddy is a saltwater tolerant species of paddy, and is a GI tagged variety 

of rice. 

 It has only one yield in a year in the kharif season, followed by fish farming, where 

the fishes feed on the stubble after the paddy harvest. 

 

Other facts: 

 Navara rice, Matta rice, Wayanad Gandhakasala rice and Palakkadan Matta rice 

are few other GI tagged varieties of rice from Kerala. 

  

2. RISE 2018: 

News: The latest report of Regulatory Indicators for Sustainable Energy (RISE) reveals that 

the number of countries with a strong renewable energy framework have tripled in the last 

one decade. 

  

Facts: 

 The World Bank releases RISE report.  

 This is the second edition of the report; the first one was released in 2016. 

 The report is a global inventory of policies and regulations that support the 

realization of SDG7. 

 The report has three indicators with equal weight: 

o Universal access 

o Energy efficiency  

o Renewable energy. 

 Scores are grouped into three categories based on a “traffic light” system: green 

for the highest third of scores (67 – 100), yellow for the middle range (34 – 66) and 

red for the lowest scores (0 – 33). 

  

3. Floating Nuclear Power Plant: 

News: Akademik Lomonosov is the world’s first floating nuclear power plant, stationed at 

Russia. 
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Facts: 

 It is a mobile, low capacity reactor operational in remote areas, thus is an efficient 

mechanism of making electricity available to the remote areas and geographically 

isolated areas. 

 It is lightweight, small and can function for 3-5 years without refueling, thus is 

cost effective method of energy generation. 

  

4. International Whaling Commission: 

News: Japan announced its withdrawal from the International Whaling Commission in 

order to resume commercial whale hunting. 

  

Facts: 

 The IWC was constituted under the International Convention for the Regulation 

of Whaling in 1946 with an aim for orderly development of the whaling industry 

by putting catch limit, designating whale sanctuaries, coordinating conservation 

work etc. 

 The 1946 convention does not define the term whale. 

 Currently under this convention, complete ban is applied on commercial whaling, 

however whaling is allowed for scientific research and aboriginal subsistence. 

  

5. Climate Change Performance Index 2019: 

News: India was ranked 11th in the Climate Change Performance Index, better than the 

previous ranking (14th). 

  

Facts: 

 The first three positions were unoccupied as none of the considered countries (56 

countries and the EU) were clearly below the mark of 2 degree Celsius. 

 Hence Sweden and Morocco topped the index at 4th and 5th positions respectively. 

 

Other facts: 

 Germanwatch, the New Climate Institute and the Climate Action Network issue 

Climate Change Performance Index. 

 The report ranks 56 countries and the European Union, which together are 

responsible for 90% of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

 The index ranks the countries across four categories — Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions, Renewable Energy, Energy Use and Climate Policy. 

  

6. Eco Nivas Samhita 2018: 

News: The Ministry of Power launched the Energy Conservation Building Code for 

residential buildings called the Eco Nivas Samhita 2018.  

 

 

Page 38 of 60



 

Current Affairs 2019 Classes by ForumIAS 
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy|982171160 

Facts: 

 It is applicable to both the design as well as construction process of the building. 

 The energy conservation code will be applicable to entire residential constructions 

equal to or more than 500-meter square area. However, the states and the 

municipal bodies can redefine the plot area. 

  Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) will be the formulating and implementing body. 

 

Other facts: 

 An energy efficiency code for commercial building is already operational. 

 The Ministry of Power set up BEE in 2002 under the Energy Conservation Act 

2001. 

  

7. Clean Seas 2018: 

News: The Indian Coast Guard conducted a regional level marine oil pollution response 

exercise called Clean Seas 2018. 

  

Facts: 

 The exercise was conducted at Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 This exercise enhances the capacity of the Indian Coast Guard and their 

coordination and communication with other agencies in case of oil spills. 

 This exercise is in line with the National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan. 

 

8. International Conference on Sustainable Water Management: 

News: Bhakra Beas Management Board organized first International Conference on 

Sustainable Water Management under the aegis of National Hydrology Project at Mohali, 

Himachal Pradesh. 

  

Facts: 

 National Hydrology Project is a central sector scheme under the Ministry of Water 

Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. 

 It helps farmers know the real time information on the status of ground water and 

also provides information on the quality of water. 

  

9. Global Climate Risk Index 2019: 

News: The Germanwatch recently launched Global Climate Risk Index 2019, to assess the 

loss to countries and regions due to weather changes. 

  

Facts: 

 India moved from the 6th to the 14th position on account of its gradual 

improvement in the disaster response mechanism. 

  The most recent data available — for 2017 and from 1998 to 2017 — were taken 

into account. 
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 Puerto Rico, Sri Lanka and Dominica were at the top of the list in 2017 index. 

 

Other facts: 

 For the examination of the CRI, the following indicators were analyzed: 

o Number of deaths   

o Number of deaths per 100 000 inhabitants 

o Sum of losses in US$ in purchasing power parity (PPP)   

o Losses per unit of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

 

10. Katowice CoP 24: 

News: The 24th session of the conference of parties to the UNFCCC was held at Katowice, 

Poland. 

  

Facts: 

 The conference focused on three issues: 

o Finalization of the rules for the implementation of Paris Agreement 

o Conclusion of the Talanoa Dialogue 2018 

o Stocktake of the pre-2020 actions 

 Countries settled on most of the “rulebook” for putting the 2015 Paris agreement 

into practice, which includes how governments will measure, report on and verify 

their emissions-cutting efforts. 

 The rulebook contains the Katowice package, which includes guidelines that will 

operationalize the transparency framework. 

 It sets out how countries will provide information about their Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) that describe their domestic climate actions. 

 Besides transparency framework, the Katowice package also includes guidelines 

that relate to the process for establishing new targets on finance from 2025 

onwards to follow-on from the current target of mobilizing $100 billion per year 

from 2020 to support developing countries. 

 It also includes how to conduct the Global Stock take (GST) of the effectiveness of 

climate action in 2023 and how to assess progress on the development and 

transfer of technology. 

  

11. Rat Hole Mining: 

News: The collapse of a coal mine in the Jaintia hills of Meghalaya brings rat hole mining 

into spotlight. 

  

Facts: 

 It refers to the digging of 3-4 feet deep holes and small tunnels in which workers; 

often children get in to extract coal. 

 The practice was banned by the NGT in 2014 on grounds of being unscientific and 

unsafe. 
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 The state appealed the NGT order in the Supreme Court. 

 

Other facts: 

 National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 (NGT) is an Act of the Parliament of India, 

which enables creation of a special tribunal to handle the expeditious disposal of 

the cases pertaining to environmental issues. 

 New Delhi is the Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribunal and Bhopal, Pune, 

Kolkata and Chennai are the regional benches of the Tribunal. 

 

12. India Water Impact Summit 2018 and Urban River Management Plan: 

News: India’s 3rd Water Impact Summit 2018 was organized. 

  

Facts: 

 National mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), Centre for Ganga River Basin 

Management and Studies (C-Ganga), jointly organized the summit. 

 It is annual event to discuss and find solutions to water related problems of the 

country. 

 Ganga Finance Forum was introduced for financial sector experts to provide 

various innovative financial instruments for the purpose. 

 The summit highlighted the need for decentralization and community driven 

sewage treatment. 

 It also decided to set up a working group to build model Urban River Management 

Plan. 

 

Other facts: 

 C-Ganga is a center for excellence established in IIT-Kanpur to further the 

development of Ganga river basin. 

  

13. Seabed 2030: 

News: Seabed 2030 is a UN backed for pooling data from the countries and companies for 

creating an ocean floor map. 

  

Facts: 

 It aims to bring together all the bathymetric data and create a definitive map of 

the ocean floor by 2030. 

 The project is a collaborative effort between Nippon Foundation and General 

Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO). 

 The project was launched in the UN Ocean Conference of 2017. 

 Central to the Seabed 2030 strategy is the creation of Regional Data Assembly and 

Coordination Centers, with each having a defined ocean region of responsibility. 
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Other facts: 

 GEBCO is an international group of mapping experts, which aims to provide the 

most authoritative publicly available bathymetry of the world's oceans. 

 It operates under the joint auspices of the International Hydrographic 

Organization (IHO) and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 

(of UNESCO). 

  

14. Charging Infrastructure for Electric Vehicles: 

News: Government released the guidelines for developing charging infrastructure for 

electric vehicles. 

  

Facts: 

 To promote Private Participation in charging Infrastructure. 

 No license will be required for setting set up a public charging station and any 

individual or entity is free to set up one if they follow the standards and guidelines. 

 Charging station must cater to slow as well as fast-charging requirements and it 

mandates minimum one station in a 9-sq. km area. 

 Phase I (1-3 years) will cover all mega cities with population above forty lakh, and 

the associated expressways and highways. Phase II (3-5 years) will cover state and 

UT capitals. 

 Charging station has been allowed to source electricity from any power generation 

company through open access. 

 The central or state Electricity Board will determine the tariff for the supply of 

electricity to public charging stations. 

  

15. Great Indian Bustard: 

News: The population of the Great Indian Bustard is continuously falling. 

  

Facts: 

 The scientific name of the bird is Ardeotis nigriceps. 

 The bird lives in arid and semi-arid region, open countryside and grasslands. It 

avoids irrigated areas. 

 It is endemic to Indian sub-continent, particularly to central and western India 

and eastern Pakistan. 

 It is currently found in 6 Indian states: Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 

 It is listed in the Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. 

 A critically endangered species of the IUCN Red List mentioned in the Appendix I 

of CITES and covered under the Bonn Convention. 

 Project Godawan was started by Rajasthan state government for the protection of 

the bird in the Desert National Park. 
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Other facts: 

 Great Indian Bustard (Godawan) is the state bird of Rajasthan. 

 The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, the 

Bonn Convention a—aims to conserve terrestrial, marine and avian migratory 

species throughout their range. 

 

16. Gangetic Dolphin: 

News: The population of gangetic river dolphins is decreasing due to increasing salinity in 

Sunderbans. 

  

Facts: 

 It is the national aquatic animal granted the non-human personhood status by 

the government in 2017. 

 It inhabits the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river 

systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh. 

 It is protected under the Schedule I of the WPA 1972, and listed as endangered 

species in the IUCN list. 

 Vikramshila gangetic Dolphin sanctuary is the only dolphin sanctuary located in 

Bihar, India. 

 

Other facts: 

 It is among the four freshwater dolphins found in the world – the other three are 

found in the Yangtze River (China), the ‘bhulan’ of the Indus (Pakistan) and the 

‘boto’ of the Amazon River (Latin America). 

 It is riverine in habitat; it may also be found in brackish water. It never enters the 

sea. 

 A long thin snout, rounded belly and large flippers are its characteristics. 

 It is a mammal and cannot breathe in the water and must surface every 30-120 

seconds, because of the sound it produces when breathing, the animal is 

popularly referred to as the 'Susu'. 

 It is an indicator species as its presence signals the health of the river ecosystem. 

 

17. Coastal regulation Zone Notification 2018: 

News: Union Cabinet approved the Coastal Regulation Zone Notification 2018. 

  

Facts: 

 To conserve and protect the coastal areas MoEFCC for the first time notified CRZ 

notification in 1991 under the Environment (Protection) Act 1986, which was later 

revised in 2011. 

 Shailesh Nayak committee in 2014 recommended revision of the 2011 notification. 

Thus, the government released draft notification on coastal regulation in April 

2018. 
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      Features of the Notification: 

 Easing of the Floor space index norms 

 No development zone reduced for densely populated areas 

 Temporary tourism infrastructure for basic amenities for the tourists 

 CRZ clearance needed only for projects in CRZ-I and CRZ-IV, states have the 

power to give clearances with respect to CRZ-II and CRZ-III. 

 NDZ of 20mts. has been stipulated for islands. 

 All ecologically important areas has been accorded special importance 

 Pollution abatement gets special attention 

 Defense and strategic projects has been accorded necessary dispensation. 

 

      Classification of CRZ: 

CRZ-I CRZ-II CRZ-III CRZ-IV 

Environmentally 

most critical zones 

The developed land 

areas up to or close to 

the shoreline, within 

the existing municipal 

limits or in other 

existing legally 

designated urban 

areas. 

Relatively 

undisturbed land 

areas in rural areas 

that do not fall 

under CRZ-II. 

It constitutes 

the water area. 

CRZ-I A mangroves, 

corals, sand dunes, 

marshes, mudflats, 

turtle breeding 

grounds, protected 

areas. 

  Further divided into 

CRZ-III A and CRZ-

III B on the basis of 

population density. 

This is further 

divided into 

CRZ-IV A and 

B. 

CRZ-II B intertidal 

zone 

      

  

  

18. Guidelines for ground Water Extraction: 

News: The central Ground Water Authority notified guidelines for ground water extraction 

to be effective from 1st June 2019. 

  

Facts: 

      Guidelines for Industries: 

 Introduction of the concept of water conservation fee 

 Encouraging the use of treated and recycled water 
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 Provision of action against polluting industries 

 Mandatory water audit 

 Mandatory roof top rainwater harvesting except for some industries 

 Mandatory digital flow meter, digital water level recorders etc. 

 The entire No Objection Certification process will now operate online through a 

web based system of the CGWA. The NOC will be renewed periodically based on 

compliance to certain conditions. 

 

Other facts: 

 CGWA was constituted under the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 and has the 

mandate of management and development of groundwater in India. 

  

19. Asiatic Lion Conservation Project: 

News: The MoEFCC launched the Asiatic Lion Conservation Project. 

  

Facts: 

 It is aimed at conserving world’s last free population of Asiatic lion and their 

habitats. 

 It is a funded from centrally sponsored scheme-Development of Wildlife Habitat. 

60:40 is the contributing ratio between the center and the states. 

 The project activities are envisaged in a manner to cause habitat improvement, 

scientific interventions, disease control and veterinary care supplemented with 

adequate eco development works for the fringe population in order to ensure a 

stable and viable Lion population in the Country. 

 

Other facts: 

 Asiatic Lion, Panthera Leo Persica is listed in Schedule 1 of Wildlife Protect Act, 

1972 and in Appendix-I of CITES, while IUCN lists it in endangered category. 

 Their population is limited to only five protected areas in Gujarat – Gir National 

Park, Gir Sanctuary, Pania Sanctuary, Mitiyala Sanctuary and Girnar Sanctuary. 

 Recently 23 Lions died in short period of 20 days, due to Canine Distemper Virus 

(CDV) and tick-borne Babesiosis. 

  

20. Tiger Conservation: 

News: The new WWF study revealed that under optimal conditions tiger population can 

be tripled in 18 sites across the world, including 8 sites in India. 

  

Facts: 

       Indian efforts towards tiger conservation: 

 Project Tiger: Government of India launched the centrally Sponsored Scheme the 

‘Project Tiger’ in 1973 for in-situ conservation of wild tigers in designated tiger 

reserves. 
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 National Tiger Conservation Authority: It is a statutory body established in 2006 

under MoEFCC performing functions as provided in the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972 

 M-STrIPES:  It is a software-based monitoring system launched across Indian tiger 

reserves by the NTCA. 

 

       International efforts: 

 Tx2: In 2010, the St. Petersburg Declaration on Tiger Conservation was adopted 

under the GTI, and Tx2 or the Global Tiger Recovery Programme was introduced. 

Its goal was to double the number of wild tigers across their geographical areas. 

The WWF is implementing the programme in 13 tiger range countries. 

 Global Tiger Forum: It is an inter- governmental international body established 

with members from willing countries to undertake on a global campaign to protect 

the Tiger. 

 Conservation Assured Tiger Standards CA/TS: It is a new tool for tiger 

conservation management. It is a set of criteria, which allows tiger sites to check 

if their management will lead to successful tiger conservation. It is an important 

part of Tx2 programme. 

 

Other facts: 

 Indian Tiger or Royal Bengal Tiger (Panthera tigris) is the sub species found in 

India.   

 Conservation status of Tiger 

 IUCN Red List: Endangered 

 Wild life protection Act: Schedule 1 

 CITES: Appendix 1 

 India is home to 70 per cent of global tiger population. 

 Highest number of tigers is in Karnataka followed by Uttarakhand. 

  

21. 6th annual report to CBD: 

News: India submitted its 6th annual report to Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

  

Facts: 

 Submission of an annual national report is mandatory for all the parties to the 

treaty including CBD. 

 It provides an update on 12 National Biodiversity Targets and 20 Global Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets. 

 

Other facts: 

 CBD aims to promote the conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of its 

components, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of 

genetic resources. 
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      Protocols adopted under the Convention:   

 Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety: It seeks to protect biological diversity from the 

potential risks posed by living modified organisms resulting from modern 

biotechnology.   

 Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing: It aims at sharing the benefits 

arising from the utilization of genetic resources in a fair and equitable way. 

 

      Aichi Targets 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

1. International Rice Research Institute: 

News: PM inaugurated the 6th International Rice Research Institute South Asia Regional 

Centre (IRRI SARC) in Varanasi. 

  

Facts: 

 The institute was founded in 1960, as an independent and not for profit research 

and educational institute. 

 The institute is headquartered at Los Banos, Philippines. 

 It is world’s premier institute working towards reducing poverty and hunger 

through rice science, improving health and welfare of rice farmers and develop 

sustainable ways of rice farming. 

  

2. Sunspot Cycle: 

News: The scientist at the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research have 

developed ways to predict the intensity of activity in the next solar cycle (2020-2031). 

  

Facts: 

 The amount of magnetic flux that rises up to the Sun's surface varies with time in 

a cycle called the solar cycle. This cycle lasts 11 years on average. This cycle is 

sometimes referred to as the sunspot cycle. 

 Sunspots are darker, cooler and magnetically strong areas on sun’s photosphere. 

 The study is important to understand the long-term impact of sun’s activities on 

earth. 

 

Other facts: 

 India will soon launch its first solar probe Aditya L1 Mission to study the solar 

corona, magnetic field and solar winds. 
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3. International Centre for Automotive technology: 

News: International Centre for Automotive technology (ICAT) launched strict certification 

norms with high security features to prevent use of forged certificates. 

  

Facts: 

 This step is the first such step by any automotive certification agency in India to 

enhance security of Central Motor Vehicles Rules (CMVR) certificates that includes 

vehicle, engine and components certificates. 

 The unique security features of the certificate will include, Ultraviolet ink, Troy 

mark, Microprint, Pantograph, Secure code, Print code and Digitally printed 

stamp and seal of ICAT. 

 

Other facts: 

 The International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) was established in 

2006 at Manesar, Haryana, India. 

 ICAT is a certification agency authorized by the Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways for providing testing and certification services to vehicle and component 

manufacturers within India and abroad. 

  

4. Saturn rings: 

News: NASA confirms that Saturn is losing its rings. 

  

Facts: 

 The Saturn rings are mostly chunks of water ice. They are held in place due to the 

centrifugal force of the orbital velocity and centripetal force of Saturn’s gravity. 

 These rings are being pulled into Saturn as a dusty rain of ice, due to Saturn’s 

magnetic field. 

 Cassini spacecraft measured the ring material falling into Saturn’s equator and 

estimated that the rings have less than 100 million years to live. 

 

Other facts: 

 The Cassini–Huygens mission commonly called Cassini, was a collaboration 

between NASA, the European Space Agency (ESA), and the Italian Space Agency 

(ASI) to send a probe to study the planet Saturn and its system, including its rings 

and natural satellites. 

 Titan is one of the seven large natural satellites of Saturn. 

 

5. BullSequana Supercomputer: 

News: French company Atos signed an agreement with C-DAC for designing, building and 

installing BullSequana Supercomputer in India. 
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Facts: 

 The BullSequana supercomputer will be installed under the National 

Supercomputing Mission (NSM), over a span of seven years. 

 Atos will supply BullSequana XH2000 supercomputer to India to create a network 

of 70 high-performance supercomputing facilities. 

 It will have a cumulative computing power of more than 10 petaflops enabling 

various academic and research initiatives across India. 

 

Other facts: 

 China is global leader in supercomputers with more than 225 out of top 500 

supercomputers in world. 

 Currently India’s fastest and 39th fastest supercomputer in the world, Pratyush 

is installed in Pune’s Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology. It is used for 

simulating and predicting ocean and atmospheric systems. 

 C-DAC was setup in 1988 under Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology, for indigenous development of Supercomputers. 

 C-DAC developed India’s first supercomputer - Param 8000. 

 NSM was launched in 2015 and is spearheaded by Department of S&T and 

Department of Electronics and IT. 

 Under NSM, 70 supercomputers will be installed in India. These machines will be 

part of the National Supercomputing grid over the National Knowledge Network, 

aimed at establishing a strong network for secure & reliable connectivity between 

institutions. 

  

6. GSAT-11: 

News: Ariane 5 Rocket of the European Space Agency (ESA) launched the heaviest satellite 

built by ISRO from French Guiana. 

  

Facts: 

 It weighs around 5855 kg. 

 It is part of ISRO’s High Throughout Communication Satellite (HTS), satellites that 

will take Internet facilities to remotest of areas. It is built to provide throughput 

data rate of 16 gbps. 

 The GSAT 11 carries 40 Ku/Ka band transponders. With this India uses Ka band 

transponders for the first time. 

 The satellite will be placed in a circular geostationary orbit. 

 

Other facts: 

 Ku band transponder ranges between 12-18 Hz while Ka band has greater 

frequency range of 26.5-40 Hz. 

 Ka band has 100 times faster data transmission rate, due to greater frequency. 
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 The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) does allocation and regulation 

of electromagnetic spectrum into different frequency bands. 

 

7. SOYUZ: 

News: SOYUZ, a rocket carrying astronauts from US, Russia and Canada, was 

successfully launched. 

  

Facts: 

 Soyuz is a Russian spacecraft that carries people and supply to and from the 

International Space station (ISS). 

 The craft has space for three people. 

 Currently it is the only spacecraft is in operation to carry people to ISS, as the US 

space shuttle retired in 2011. 

 Soyuz Spacecraft also function as lifeboats and one Soyuz spacecraft is always 

docked to the space station, so that in case of emergency the crew can return to 

the earth safely. 

 

Other facts: 

 ISS is in the Low Earth Orbit (LEO), and it is the largest human made body in the 

LEO and can be seen through naked eyes. 

 It is a joint project between five space agencies: NASA (US), Roscosmos (Russia), 

JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe) and CSA (Canada). 

 Its first component was launched in 1998 and is expected to operate till 2030. 

 China launched its first experimental space station in 2011 called the Tiangong-

1. 

 

8. National Medical Devices Promotion Council: 

News: The National Medical Devices Promotion Council will be set up under Department 

of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) to give a fillip to the medical devices sector. 

  

Facts: 

 Secretary, DIPP, will head the Council and it will also have representatives from 

health care industry and quality control institutions. 

 It will act as a facilitating and promotion & developmental body for the Indian 

Medical Devices Industry (MDI) and boost to domestic manufacturing and for 

exports. 

 It will simplify the approval processes in the medical device industry and at the 

same time ensure global standards of the manufacturing of medical devices. 

 

Other facts: 

 Medical Devices Rules, 2017 
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 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has notified Medical Devices Rules, 

2017 on 31.01.2017. The new Rules have been framed in conformity with Global 

Harmonization Task Force (GHTF) framework and conform to best international 

practices.  

 Under these rules National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is allowed to 

notify 15 medical devices as drugs. 

 The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is a government regulatory 

agency that controls the prices of pharmaceutical drugs in India. 

 It is under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and 

Fertilizers. 

  

9. Telerobotic surgery: 

News: India became the first country to successfully perform telerobotic coronary 

intervention. 

  

Facts: 

 Telerobotic coronary intervention refers to the robotic method of performing heart 

surgery with the help of Internet and robotic assistance. 

 It enables doctors to perform surgeries from a distance and removes geographical 

barriers to access medical facilities in cases of emergency. 

 

Other facts: 

 Space exploration, telepresence and videoconferencing and marine explorations 

are some other applications of Telerobotics. 

  

10. VISIONS-2 Missions: 

News: NASA launched the Visualizing Ion Outflow via Neutral Atom Sensing-2 (VISIONS-

2). 

  

Facts: 

 It’s a sounding rocket mission, to study the loss of earth’s atmosphere into the 

space. 

 The Aurora Borealis is center of the study for this mission as this is an important 

process of atmospheric escape. 

 It is first of the 12 sounding rockets planned to be launched in 9 missions under 

the Grand Challenger Initiative-cusp, which an international initiative to explore 

the unusual exchange between the earth and the space. 

 

Other facts: 

 Sounding rockets are those that take only a brief flight into the space before falling 

into the earth’s atmosphere. 
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 These rockets are designed to probe into atmospheric conditions and structure 

between 80 to 160 km of height. 

 Auroras: A natural electrical phenomenon characterized by the appearance of 

streamers of reddish or greenish light in the sky, especially near the northern or 

southern magnetic pole. 

 The effect is caused by the interaction of charged particles from the sun with 

atoms in the upper atmosphere. 

 In northern and southern regions, it is respectively called aurora borealis or 

Northern Lights and aurora australis or Southern Lights. 

 

11. National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems: 

News: Cabinet launched the National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems 

(CPS). 

  

Facts: 

 It will be implemented by the Department of Science and Technology for a period 

of five years. 

 CPS is an interdisciplinary field that deals with the deployment of computer-based 

systems that do things in the physical world. 

 The mission would address technology development, application development, 

human resource development, skill enhancement, entrepreneurship and start-up 

development in CPS and associated technologies. 

 It aims at establishment of 15 numbers of Technology Innovation Hubs, six 

numbers of Application Innovation Hubs and four numbers of Technology 

Translation Research Parks (TTRP). 

 These Hubs & TTRPs will connect to Academics, Industry, Central Ministries and 

State Government in developing solutions at reputed academic, R&D and other 

organizations across the country in a hub and spoke model. 

 They mainly focus on four areas: Technology Development, HRD & Skill 

Development, Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Start-ups Ecosystem Development 

and International Collaborations. 
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MISCELLANEOUS: 

 

1. Hornbill Festival: 

News: Hornbill festival was recently celebrated in the Indian state of Nagaland. 

  

Facts: 

 It is a 10-day festival, which starts on the 1st of December (Nagaland Formation 

Day). 

 It is one of the largest festivals of indigenous naga warrior tribe, aimed to revive 

and protect the rich tribal culture of Nagaland. 

 It is called Hornbill festival as hornbill is the most venerated bird species of the 

state and features in the state’s tribal culture, music and dances. 

 

Other facts: 

 The great hornbill (Buceros bicornis) also known as the great Indian hornbill or 

great pied hornbill is one of the larger members of the hornbill family. It is found 

in the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia. Its impressive size and color have 

made it important in many tribal cultures and rituals. 

 

Areas denoting the great hornbill habitat in India 

 

 It is protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. 

 It has vulnerable status under the IUCN red list of threatened species. 

  

2. Sikh Takhts: 

News: Recently a proposal was made for a sixth Sikh Takht at the Nankana Sahib, 

Pakistan (Birth place of Guru Nanak Dev). 

  

Facts: 

 Takht is a Persian word meaning imperial throne. 

 Sikhs already have Panj Takht, which are 5 important gurudwaras for Sikhs. 
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 These include Akal Takht at Amritsar; supreme of all the Panj Takhts, Takht 

Keshgarh Sahib (Anandpur Sahib, Chandigarh), Takht Damdama Sahib (Talwandi 

Sabo, Bhatinda), Takht Patna Sahib (Bihar), Takht Hazur Sahib (Nanded, 

Maharashtra). 

 

 Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee (SGPC) directly controls the three 

takhts in Punjab through appointed jathedars, while the two takhts outside 

Punjab have their own separate board. 

  

3. Gilets Jaunes Protests: 

News: It is a grassroots-level mass movement in France against a planned rise in the prices 

of diesel and petrol, aimed at transition to green energy. 

  

Facts: 

 In this movement people are seen wearing fluorescent yellow high visibility vests 

called Gilet Jaunes in French. 

 The movement has also spread to Belgium, Italy, Bulgaria, and Germany etc. 

  

4. Google News Initiative: 

News: 10 news organizations have been selected from India to be part of the Google News 

Initiative. 

  

Facts: 

 Under this initiative, Youtube Innovation Funding is provided to newsrooms and 

publishers to strengthen their video capabilities and experiment with new formats 

of video journalism. 

 Google is aiming to develop an ecosystem where established news houses are well 

equipped to create accurate digital content. 

  

5. Punganur Cows: 

News: The Punganur breed of cow is on the verge of extinction due to cross breeding 

practices. 
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Facts: 

 According to the Country Report on Animal Genetic Resources of India by 

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (MInistry of Agriculture and 

Farmer Welfare), the population of punganur cow is showing declining trends. 

 

 

 

Other facts: 

 It is one of the world’s smallest breeds of cows. 

 It is found in the state of Andhra Pradesh, India. 

 Its height is approximately 70-90 cm and weighs 115-200 kg. 

  

6. India’s First Railway University: 

News: India’s first railway university to come up in Vadodara, Gujarat. 

  

Facts: 

 The university was first mentioned in the union Budget 2014. 

 It is called the National Rail Transportation Institute (NRTI). 

  Two flagship courses offered at the university are- B.Sc. in Transportation 

Technology and BBA in Transportation Management. 

 

Other facts: 

 India will become the third country in the world to have such a university after 

Russia and China. 

  

7. India’s First Music Museum: 

News: The country’s first music museum will be set up in Thiruvaiyaru, Thanjavur district, 

Tamil Nadu. 

 

Facts: 

 The place is the birthplace of saint Thyagaraja, one of the trinity of Carnatic music. 
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Other facts: 

 Thyagaraja Aradhana Music Festival is also held at Thiruvaiyaru. 

 Most of his kirtis are devoted to Lord Rama. 

 Bhakti was the keynote of all his compositions and seen as the way to salvation. 

 The other two pioneers of Carnatic music were Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama 

Sastri. 

  

8. Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji: 

News: The Ministry of Culture inaugurated International Seminar to commemorate 200th 

birth anniversary of Sikh philosopher Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji. 

  

Facts: 

 He was born in Ludhiana in 1816, and was also known as Ram Singh Kuka. 

 He fought against caste system, female infanticide and sati pratha. He advocated 

for widow remarriage. 

 The white dress, straight and pressed turban and a woolen rosary distinguish all 

followers of satguru. 

 They were required to wear the five symbols of Sikhism, with only exception of the 

Kirpan (sword). However, they were required to keep a Lathi (a bamboo stave) with 

them. 

 

Other facts: 

 Namdhari, also called Kuka, an austere sect within Sikhism. The Namdhari 

movement was founded by Balak Singh (1797–1862), who did not believe in any 

religious ritual other than the repetition of God's name (or nam, for which reason 

members of the sect are called Namdharis). 

 Satguru Ram Singh Ji formally inaugurated the Namdhari movement in 1857 with 

a set of rituals modelled after Guru Gobind Singh’s founding of the Khalsa. 
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 He strongly opposed to the British rule and started an intense non-cooperation 

movement against them. Led by him, the people boycotted English education, mill 

made cloths and other imported goods. The Kuka followers actively propagated 

the civil disobedience. 

  

19. Rajkumar Sukla: 

News: GoI recently released the commemorative postage stamp on Rajkumar Sukla. 

  

Facts: 

 He was an indigo cultivator in Champaran who persuaded Mahatma Gandhi to 

take up their cause of the peasants. 

 

Other facts: 

 Mahatma Gandhi launched the Satyagraha against the Tinkathia system where 

farmers were forced to cultivate indigo on 3/20th of the total land. 

 It was called the Champaran Satyagraha, the first local satyagraha by Mahatma 

Gandhi in India.  

  

10. Bogibeel Bridge: 

News: It is the recently inaugurated longest Rail-cum-Road Bridge of India. 

  

Facts: 

 It was part of the Assam accord 1985 and was sanctioned in 1997-98. 
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Other facts: 

 The Dhola–Sadiya Bridge, also referred to as the Bhupen Hazarika Setu is a beam 

bridge in India, connecting the northeast states of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The bridge spans the Lohit River, a major tributary of the Brahmaputra River. 

 At 9.15 km (5.69 mi) in length, it is the longest bridge in India. 
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DECEMBER POINTLY 

 

1.  MCA-21 Database: It is an e-governance initiative launched in 2006, to electronically 

file corporates financial results and advance filing of corporate account, for the calculation 

of national accounts. 

 

2. Evergreen revolution: It a term coined by M.S Swaminathan to indicate to increase 

agricultural production and productivity in a sustainable manner without any ecological 

and social harm. 

 

3. DMH-11: Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11, otherwise known as DMH - 11, is a genetically 

modified hybrid variety of the mustard species Brassica juncea. 

 

4. SHAKTI: Scheme to Harness and Allocate Koyla (coal) Transparently in India (SHAKTI) 

adopted in 2017. 

 

5. NeTrA: NeTrA is an Indian, lightweight, autonomous UAV for surveillance and 

reconnaissance operations. The DRDO and IdeaForge, a Mumbai-based private firm, have 

jointly developed it. 

 

6. National Intelligence Grid: The National Intelligence Grid or NATGRID is the integrated 

intelligence grid connecting databases of core security agencies of the Government of India 

to collect comprehensive patterns of intelligence that can be readily accessed by 

intelligence agencies. 

 

7. PRISM Project: PRISM is a code name for a program under which the United States 

National Security Agency (NSA) collects Internet communications from various U.S. 

Internet companies. 

 

8. White shipping agreement: White-shipping information refers to exchange of prior 

information on the movement and identity of commercial non-military merchant vessels.  

 

9. T-RMN: It is a network that facilitates information exchange on the movement of 

commercial traffic on the high seas. 
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