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Shiv Sena case and SC judgement – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The Supreme Court’s landmark judgment on the split within Shiv Sena, a significant political 

entity in Maharashtra, has become a pivotal event in Indian politics. The dispute emerged 

between two factions within the party respectively. The SC’s Shiv Sena case ruling, delivered by 

a five-judge Constitution bench, holds far-reaching implications not only for Maharashtra’s 

political dynamics but also for the interpretation of constitutional norms in Indian politics.   

About the Shiv Sena case 

In June 2022, a group of Shiv Sena MLAs led by Eknath Shinde rebelled against the then Uddhav 

Thackeray. When it became evident that the rebel would call for a trust, the Shinde received 

disqualification notices from the then deputy speaker. The faction moved to the Supreme Court 

challenging the disqualification notices served on them by the Deputy Speaker. Thereafter, 

petitions were also filed by the Thackeray group challenging the then Maharashtra Governor’s 

decision to call for a trust vote and the swearing-in of Mr Shinde as Chief Minister. The election 

of the new Speaker was also challenged.   

What is the SC ruling on the Shiv Sena case? 

Must read: SC verdict on the Shiv Sena case: Key takeaways from Supreme 

Court’s Maharashtra verdict  

What are the key legal questions arising out of the Shiv Sena case? 

Role and impartiality of the Speaker: The case brings into question the role and neutrality of 

the Speaker in handling intra-party disputes, particularly related to disqualification petitions.   

Definition of ‘Political Party’: There’s a question about the correct interpretation of ‘political 

party’ in the context of the Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. Prior to the ruling, the 

distinction between a ‘political party’ and a ‘legislative party’ wasn’t explicitly defined, leading to 

potential confusion in its application.   

Anti-Defection law: The case questions how the Anti-Defection Law (Tenth Schedule) applies 

when a political party splits into factions, and how defection should be defined and identified in 

such scenarios.   

The interplay between Anti-Defection laws and freedom of speech: During the Shiv Sena 

case, some members argued that the anti-defection law was curtailing their freedom of speech 

and judgment.   

Governor’s role in floor test: The role of the Governor and the constitutionality of demanding 

a floor test, as well as accepting the resignation of a Chief Minister, have been questioned.   

What is the SC judgment on key legal questions in the Shiv Sena case? 

The interplay between Anti-Defection laws and freedom of speech:  The court stated that 

the issue of disqualification should be decided by the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly as per 

established procedures in law. 

Definition of ‘Political Party’:As per provisions of the Representation of the People Act, an 

association of individuals calling itself a political party has to be registered with the EC. The 

Speaker must recognise only the whip and leader who are duly recognised by the political party. 

Appointment of the whip: The Speaker should have conducted an independent inquiry to verify 

the decision of the political party regarding the appointment of the whip. 

Governor’s role in the floor test: The Governor can call for the floor test only if he has objective 

material before him to reach the conclusion. 

https://blog.forumias.com/sc-verdict-on-the-shiv-sena-case-key-takeaways-from-supreme-courts-maharashtra-verdict/
https://blog.forumias.com/sc-verdict-on-the-shiv-sena-case-key-takeaways-from-supreme-courts-maharashtra-verdict/
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What are the significances of the Shiv Sena case judgement? 

Read here: SC verdict on Maharashtra political crisis: The apex court draws red 

lines  

What are the implications of the SC’s Shiv Sena case judgment on Indian federalism? 

Party Control over legislators: The judgment, by defining a ‘political party’ to include the 

central organization, gives more control to the party’s high command over legislators, which can 

impact the balance of power between the central leadership and state units.   

Governor’s role: The judgment’s critique of the Governor’s actions could influence future 

interactions between state governments and Governors, impacting the dynamics of federalism.   

Preserving the stability of state governments: The clarification of the Anti-Defection Law in 

the context of party splits could significantly impact state politics, as it could discourage splits 

and defections, thereby preserving the stability of state governments.   

Ensure legislative independence: The judgment’s upholding of the Speaker’s role and authority 

in disqualification cases can ensure legislative independence in handling intra-party disputes, a 

vital aspect of federalism.   

What should be done to strengthen the Federalism further?  

Adherence to the SC judgment: Parties and legislators should strictly adhere to the Supreme 

Court’s judgment to uphold the spirit of democracy. This means respecting the rights of political 

parties as entities beyond just the legislature and honouring the authority of the party 

leadership.   

Speaker’s role in disqualification: The Speaker, in his capacity, should handle disqualification 

petitions judiciously, guided by the principles laid down in the judgment. He must act 

impartially, considering the constitution of the party, the rules and regulations of party 

leadership, and not merely the majority in the Legislative Assembly.   

Navigating party splits: In case of a party split, members should respect the court’s decision 

and not claim to be the original party to avoid disqualification. They should understand that the 

larger interest of the party and democratic principles stand above personal or factional interests.   

Strengthening Anti-Defection laws: To deter defections and uphold the principles of 

democracy, it might be worthwhile to further strengthen anti-defection laws. By ensuring strict 

penalties for defections, the stability of the government and the integrity of elected 

representatives can be maintained.  

Sources: Subhash Desai v. Principal Secretary, Governor of Maharashtra And Ors, Live law 

(Article 1, Article 2 and Article 3), The Hindu (Article 1 and Article 2), Indian Express, 

Hindustan Times, The Quint and Outlook India 

Syllabus: GS – 2: Indian Constitution and Polity: Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal 

structure. 

 

Indian Space Policy 2023 and its significance – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The recently approved Indian Space Policy 2023 is a landmark development for India’s space 

program. This is welcomed by the industry as it offers an opportunity to build upon past 

achievements and harness the potential of the evolving space sector. However, to unlock its full 

potential, it requires supportive legislation and clear rules. 

Thus, the significance of the Indian Space Policy extends beyond its immediate impact, offering 

a roadmap for India’s future in space exploration and technology. It set the stage for the country 

to reach new heights in the realm of space.   

https://blog.forumias.com/sc-verdict-on-maharashtra-political-crisis-the-apex-court-draws-red-lines/
https://blog.forumias.com/sc-verdict-on-maharashtra-political-crisis-the-apex-court-draws-red-lines/
https://main.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2022/20234/20234_2022_1_1502_44512_Judgement_11-May-2023.pdf
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/supreme-court-shiv-sena-case-maharashtra-governor-uddhav-thackeray-eknath-shinde-floor-test-228492
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/shivsena-supreme-court-maharashtra-case-uddhav-thackeray-eknath-shinde-228476
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/supreme-court-shiv-sena-eknath-shinde-gogawale-whip-leader-political-party-228514
https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-ws/th/th_delhi/issues/36485/OPS/GCVB82IPC.1+GOJB831NP.1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-what-is-the-sc-ruling-on-sena-vs-sena/article66840178.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/supreme-court-shiv-sena-verdict-8606138/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/constitution-bench-ruling-on-shiv-sena-split-to-have-far-reaching-implications-for-maharashtra-s-politics-mumbai-braces-for-verdict-101683747324255.html
https://www.thequint.com/opinion/shiv-sena-supreme-court-verdict-uddhav-thackeray-eknath-shinde-legal-analysis-latest-update
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/supreme-court-ruling-in-maharashtra-shiv-sena-saga-highlights-uddhav-thackeray-folly-of-resignation-news-285729
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What is the need for the Indian Space Policy 2023? 

Unclear regulatory framework: Without a clear-cut space policy, it was challenging to regulate 

and supervise the activities of various stakeholders in the space sector.  

Untapped potential: The Indian space sector had previously been dominated by the government, 

with limited participation from private entities. The policy was needed to tap into the potential of 

the private sector and startups, which could contribute to technological advancements and 

economic growth.   

National security and growth: With the strategic and security importance of the space sector, 

there was a need for a policy that could ensure India’s interests while still allowing for innovation 

and progress. The 2023 policy addresses this need by establishing IN-SPACe as the authorizing 

body for all space activities.   

Increasing global competitiveness: In the global context, India’s share in the space market was 

relatively small. The policy was required to increase the competitiveness of Indian space 

companies on the global stage and position them as viable alternatives to existing players.   

Economic implications: The space sector is capital-intensive and comes with high economic 

risks. There was a need for a policy that could guide investments, ensure profitability, and 

manage the economic implications of space activities, all of which the Indian Space Policy 2023 

addresses.  

Read more: Space Economy in India – Explained, pointwise 

What are the key provisions of the Indian Space Policy 2023? 

Must read: Union Cabinet gives nod to Indian Space Policy 2023 

What are the advantages of the Indian Space Policy 2023? 

Provides clarity: The Indian Space Policy 2023 establishes a single regulatory body, IN-SPACe, 

to streamline the process and provide clarity to all involved parties.  

Fostering innovation: The Indian Space Policy 2023 encourages private sector participation, 

which brings new ideas, innovation, and competition into the Indian space sector. This could 

lead to the development of more advanced technologies and efficient processes, driving the overall 

growth of the sector.   

Economic growth and job creation: As the private sector and startups gain more share in the 

space sector, it’s expected to lead to economic growth and job creation. The policy could spur 

investments, create high-tech jobs, and contribute significantly to the Indian economy.   

Accessible and affordable space technology: With increased competition, space technology 

and services could become more accessible and affordable, benefiting various sectors like 

communication, navigation, earth observation, and more.   

Encouraging entrepreneurship: The policy creates an encouraging environment for space 

startups, fostering entrepreneurship and innovation in the country. It provides a clear path for 

entrepreneurs to enter the space sector, contributing to the startup ecosystem’s growth.   

Streamlining regulations: By creating a single-window clearance system, the policy streamlines 

the regulatory process for space activities. This makes it easier for businesses to navigate the 

regulatory landscape and encourages more entities to participate in space activities.  

Must read: [Yojana May 2023 Summary] Innovation in Space Tech – Explained, pointwise 

What are the challenges in the implementing Indian Space Policy? 

Balancing security and growth: Striking a balance between encouraging private sector 

involvement and ensuring national security is a significant challenge.  

Funding and investment: Attracting adequate funding and investment for private space 

ventures could be a challenge, particularly for capital-intensive projects that may not have 

https://blog.forumias.com/space-economy-in-india/
https://blog.forumias.com/union-cabinet-gives-nod-to-indian-space-policy-2023/
https://blog.forumias.com/yojana-may-2023-summary-innovation-in-space-tech/
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immediate revenue generation potential. Investors might be hesitant to support projects with 

long gestation periods and uncertain returns.   

Competition from global players: Indian space startups and private companies will face intense 

competition from established global players like SpaceX and Blue Origin. Competing with these 

giants in terms of technology and resources could be a significant challenge for new entrants.   

Developing skilled workforce: The space sector requires highly skilled professionals with 

specialized expertise in various fields. Developing and retaining a skilled workforce could be a 

challenge, especially given the competition for talent from established global space companies.   

Regulatory challenges: Creating a comprehensive regulatory framework that is efficient, 

transparent, and accommodates the evolving needs of the space sector is a complex task. 

Streamlining regulations and ensuring a smooth clearance process could be challenging as the 

sector grows and diversifies.   

Infrastructure development: Developing the necessary infrastructure for private companies to 

operate, such as launch pads, ground stations, and testing facilities, requires significant 

investment and planning. Ensuring that these resources are readily available and accessible to 

private players is a challenge.   

Technology transfer: Establishing a smooth technology transfer process between ISRO and 

private entities could be challenging. The government must create an environment that 

encourages collaboration and sharing of resources, expertise, and technology while protecting 

intellectual property rights.   

International collaboration and compliance: Navigating international treaties, agreements, 

and regulations in the space sector can be challenging for private companies. Ensuring 

compliance with international norms and fostering collaboration with global partners will be 

crucial to India’s success in the space sector.   

Must read: A ground view of the Indian Space Policy 2023 

What should be done? 

Establish a robust regulatory framework: A clear, comprehensive, and efficient regulatory 

framework needs to be established. This will help streamline the approval process for private 

companies, encourage compliance, and ensure security concerns are adequately addressed.   

The government must ensure that sensitive information and technologies do not fall into the 

wrong hands while promoting innovation and growth. 

Facilitate access to funding: The government should facilitate access to funding for private 

players in the space sector. This could involve setting up dedicated funds, tax incentives, or other 

financial support mechanisms.   

Cultivate a space ecosystem: Efforts should be made to cultivate a vibrant space ecosystem in 

India, encouraging the growth of startups and established companies alike. This could involve 

hosting space technology events, fostering mentorship programs, and encouraging collaboration 

between different players in the space sector.   

Invest in research and development: Increased investment in research and development is 

necessary for the growth of the space sector. This could involve providing grants for innovative 

research and encouraging private companies to invest in their own research and development 

initiatives.   

Public awareness and education: Increasing public awareness and education about the space 

sector can help foster a culture of innovation and interest in space activities. This could involve 

creating educational programs about space for schools, hosting public events, and promoting 

the achievements of Indian space companies and ISRO.  

https://blog.forumias.com/a-ground-view-of-the-indian-space-policy-2023/
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Sources: The Hindu (Article 1 and Article 2), The Hindu Businessline, ISRO, Economic Times 

and The Times of India 

Syllabus: GS – 3: Science and Technology: Indigenization of technology and developing new 

technology. 

 

 

[Kurukshetra May 2023 Summary] Potential of rural handicrafts and rural tourism – 

Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

India’s abundant rural crafts and traditions are passed down through generations. They present 

significant potential for the nation’s rural tourism sector. These crafts, the livelihood of numerous 

rural communities, offer unique attractions for tourists, contributing to the local economy, 

employment, and skill development. The government’s role in promoting these crafts, 

conservation efforts, ecotourism, and infrastructure development enhances this potential. Thus, 

rural tourism in India holds the promise of not only preserving the rich cultural and natural 

heritage but also boosting local incomes and job opportunities, making it a vital sector for India’s 

overall growth.   

What are the significances of rural handicrafts and rural tourism? 

Cultural preservation: Rural tourism allows visitors to experience and appreciate the rich, 

diverse cultural heritage that rural areas offer. For example, Pochampally Village in Telangana 

is famous for its distinctive handloom industry and Ikat sarees. Thereby providing tourists with 

an authentic cultural experience.   

Economic development: Rural tourism can generate income and employment for local 

communities. For instance, the One District One Product (ODOP) program has helped artisans 

increase their income by promoting their unique crafts.  Rural tourism can provide incentives 

for homestays and eco-tourism, local communities can showcase their crafts directly to tourists, 

creating a unique cultural experience and generating income. 

Sustainability: Rural tourism can support sustainable development by promoting eco-tourism 

and traditional, environmentally-friendly crafts. A good example is the ‘Linking Textile with 

Tourism’ initiative that promotes eco-friendly local crafts.   

Preventing Rural-Urban migration: By providing job opportunities and stimulating local 

economies, rural tourism can reduce the need for people to move to cities for work. This is clearly 

seen in craft villages that have become tourist hotspots, generating local employment.   

Promoting peaceful co-existence: By fostering understanding and appreciation between urban 

and rural communities, rural tourism promotes peaceful co-existence and social harmony. The 

‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’ philosophy, emphasizing intercultural exchange, is a testament to 

this.   

Read more: Tourism Sector in India – Explained, pointwise 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-ground-view-of-the-indian-space-policy-2023/article66835931.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/indian-space-policy-isro-to-focus-on-rd/article66761773.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/science/cabinet-gives-nod-to-indian-space-policy-2023/article66708202.ece
https://www.isro.gov.in/media_isro/pdf/IndianSpacePolicy2023.pdf
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/science/this-is-a-historic-moment-lt-general-ak-bhatt-after-cabinet-approves-indian-space-policy-2023/articleshow/99309980.cms
https://m.timesofindia.com/india/space-policy-gets-cabinet-nod-will-boost-private-companies/articleshow/99309492.cms
https://blog.forumias.com/one-district-one-product-scheme-odop/
https://blog.forumias.com/tourism-sector-in-india-explained-pointwise/
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What are the Governmental initiatives for promoting rural handicrafts and rural tourism? 

Source: Kurukshetra 

  

One District One Product (ODOP): This initiative aims to promote traditional industries and 

handicrafts in each district of India, thereby creating employment opportunities and preserving 

traditional crafts.   

Linking textile with tourism: Under this initiative, eight craft villages have been identified 

nationwide to encourage tourism and crafts in a single location, further contributing to the local 

economy.   

Pochampally handloom park: Established in Telangana, the park is a tourist attraction that 

showcases the rich history and development of the Pochampally handloom industry.   

Ekta mall: Located in Gujarat, the Ekta Mall offers local artisans a platform to showcase and 

sell their crafts, promoting local culture, and boosting tourism.   
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PM Vishwakarma Kaushal Samman: This webinar series highlights the importance of 

traditional Indian crafts and their potential in promoting tourism and generating employment in 

rural areas.   

Handloom Village at Moirang. 

National Technical Textiles Mission. 

Global recognition and trade fairs: The government participates in international trade fairs and 

exhibitions, providing financial assistance to artisans, and setting up export promotion councils 

to enhance handicraft exports. For example, as per the Annual Report 2020-21 released by the 

Ministry of Textiles, the exports of handicrafts from India have been growing steadily, with a rise 

from Rs. 19,171 crore in FY 2019-20 to Rs. 20,151 crore in FY 2020-21, despite the COVID-19 

pandemic.   

Read more: 2021- A Year of Game Changing Reforms for Ministry of Textiles 

How do rural handicrafts and rural tourism act as a solution to curb migration? 

Creating employment opportunities: Rural handicraft industries provide jobs in rural areas, 

helping residents earn a livelihood locally instead of migrating to urban areas.   

Fostering entrepreneurship: Rural craft businesses offer opportunities for locals to become 

entrepreneurs and reach broader markets, reducing the need for migration.   

Attracting tourism: Local culture and arts, including rural crafts, attract tourists, creating more 

economic opportunities in rural areas and thereby reducing migration.   

Income diversification: Rural crafts provide an alternative source of income, helping rural 

residents become less reliant on traditional livelihoods such as agriculture, and reducing the 

need for migration for economic reasons.   

Read more: [Kurukshetra August Summary] Agribusiness and Rural Industries – 

Explained, pointwise 

What is the role of G20 in promoting Indian rural handicrafts and rural tourism? 

Improving international market access: By reducing trade barriers and simplifying customs 

procedures, the G20 can help Indian handicrafts reach international markets.   

Financial assistance: The G20 can provide financial aid in the form of loans, grants, or 

subsidies, assisting Indian artisans with capital to expand their businesses.   

Investment in skill development: The G20 can contribute to skill development programs for 

Indian artisans, improving the quality and range of their products.   

Strengthen intellectual property laws: In collaboration with the Indian government, the G20 

can help strengthen intellectual property laws to protect the designs and techniques of Indian 

artisans.   

Global promotion: By leveraging its influence, the G20 can help promote Indian handicrafts 

globally, increasing their recognition and marketability.   

Read more: [Yojana December Summary] GI Tagging of Rural Products – Explained, 

pointwise 

What can be done to promote rural handicrafts and rural tourism? 

Enhance skill development and training: Providing adequate training and skill development 

programs can help artisans enhance their craftsmanship, learn new techniques, and adapt to 

modern market trends. These programs could be conducted by governmental agencies, NGOs, 

or craft councils, and should aim at bridging the gap between traditional skills and modern 

requirements.   

Improving market access and exposure: Efforts should be made to improve rural artisans’ 

access to national and international markets. This can be done by organizing local and national 

https://blog.forumias.com/ministry-of-textiles-to-set-up-a-handloom-village-at-moirang-of-manipur-piyush-goyal/
https://blog.forumias.com/cabinet-approves-national-technical-textiles-mission/
https://blog.forumias.com/2021-a-year-of-game-changing-reforms-for-ministry-of-textiles/
https://blog.forumias.com/kurukshetra-august-summary-agribusiness-and-rural-industries/
https://blog.forumias.com/kurukshetra-august-summary-agribusiness-and-rural-industries/
https://blog.forumias.com/yojana-december-summary-gi-tagging-of-rural-products/
https://blog.forumias.com/yojana-december-summary-gi-tagging-of-rural-products/
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craft fairs, supporting online sales platforms, and promoting participation in international trade 

fairs and exhibitions.   

Creating financial support systems: Government and financial institutions should provide easy 

access to loans, grants, and other financial aids for rural artisans to invest in tools, materials, 

and marketing. This support would enable them to enhance production and reach a wider 

market.   

Strengthening infrastructure: Upgradation of infrastructure, like roads, electricity, and 

internet connectivity in rural areas, can aid in the growth of the rural craft sector. With better 

infrastructure, artisans can reach out to customers more efficiently, and tourists can access 

these rural areas with greater ease.   

Protecting intellectual property: Strengthening laws related to intellectual property rights can 

help protect the unique designs and techniques of rural artisans. This would prevent exploitation 

and encourage innovation in the craft sector.   

Leveraging technology: Integrating technology into the rural handicraft industry can make a 

significant difference. From e-commerce platforms to social media marketing, technology can 

provide artisans with new avenues to showcase and sell their products to a global audience.   

Incentivizing innovation: Innovation should be incentivized in the handicraft sector to make 

the products more appealing to a global audience. This could include product diversification, 

modern design integration, and the use of eco-friendly materials.   

Building global partnerships: Engaging in partnerships with international organizations and 

countries can help promote Indian rural crafts on a global platform, increase their market reach, 

and offer opportunities for collaboration and learning.   

Enhancing branding and promotion: Effective branding and promotional campaigns can play 

a vital role in showcasing the unique characteristics and cultural significance of rural 

handicrafts, making them more appealing to both domestic and international markets.  

Read more: [Kurukshetra June Summary] Rural Tourism: India an Incredible Tourism 

Destination – Explained, pointwise 

Source: Kurukshetra 

Syllabus: GS 3: Economic development: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, 

mobilization, of resources, growth, development and employment. 

 

 

Integrated system of medicine: Need and significance – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The Integrated System of Medicine offers promising prospects for comprehensive patient care. 

This system has gained significance as the Ministry of AYUSH and the ICMR partner to conduct 

human clinical trials, seeking scientific validation of the benefits of such integration in treating 

nationally important diseases. 

This groundbreaking initiative marks a crucial step towards understanding the effectiveness of 

combined therapies. Thus, underscoring the urgent need for an integrative, evidence-based 

approach to healthcare.   

https://blog.forumias.com/kurukshetra-june-summary-rural-tourism-india-an-incredible-tourism-destination/
https://blog.forumias.com/kurukshetra-june-summary-rural-tourism-india-an-incredible-tourism-destination/
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What is the integrated system of medicine? 

Source: Research Gate 

An integrated system of medicine combines different healthcare practices to provide the most 

effective treatment for the patient. This approach blends “Western” medicine, with alternative or 

traditional practices such as Ayurveda, acupuncture, yoga, or naturopathy. 

The aim of an integrated system is to treat the whole person – mind, body, and spirit, rather than 

just focusing on a single disease or symptom. This can result in more personalized, 

comprehensive care.   

Furthermore, an integrated system emphasizes prevention and healthy lifestyle habits, in 

addition to treating illnesses. The inclusion of different medical systems in an integrated 

approach allows for more options, enabling physicians and patients to choose the treatments 

that work best for their unique circumstances.   
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What is the need for an Integrated system of medicine? 

Source: Telangana today 

Widespread use and increasing demand: Alternative medicine, encompassing Ayurveda, Yoga, 

Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy (AYUSH), has a significant presence in India. The 

country is seeing a surge in demand for AYUSH and alternative medicines, driven by increasing 

public awareness, the effectiveness of traditional systems, government backing, and expanding 

research and development.   

Global exporter of alternative medicines: India is one of the top exporters of alternative 

medicines worldwide, positioning itself as a global leader. Major export destinations include the 

United States, Germany, and France. The significant usage of Ayurvedic medications in the 

country is expected to increase by an astounding 50% over the next five years.   

Increased use during Covid-19: The Covid-19 pandemic led to a dramatic shift towards 

alternative medicines in India. Fear and uncertainty, combined with changing treatment 

protocols and shortages of conventional medicines, led many people to turn to herbal and 

Ayurvedic remedies. 

Immunity-boosting effects and lack of side effects were key factors in this shift. As a result, the 

demand for various Ayurvedic products skyrocketed – for instance, demand for honey, 

chyawanprash, and turmeric in Ayurvedic stores increased by 45%, 85%, and 40%, respectively.   

The future of alternative medicine in India: The prevalence of alternative medicine in India 

will continue to rise. The WHO Traditional Medicine Strategy 2014-2023 emphasizes the 

integration of traditional and complementary medicine in universal healthcare. Apart from this, 

the AYUSH system in India is anticipated to grow at a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) 

of 8.6% from 2022 to 2027.   
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What are the government initiatives to boost the Integrated system of Medicine? 

The Indian government has initiated several measures to boost the integrated system of medicine 

in the country:   

AYUSH ministry: The creation of the Ministry of AYUSH is a significant step in promoting 

traditional and alternative systems of medicine. This Ministry was established to develop, 

educate, and research these systems, creating a structure to integrate them into mainstream 

healthcare.   

Partnership with ICMR: The AYUSH Ministry and the Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR) have partnered to conduct quality human clinical trials. The aim is to generate evidence 

on the benefits of using Ayurveda along with modern medicine (evidence-based medicine) in 

treating certain disease conditions of national importance.   

AIIMS research: The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has been conducting clinical 

trials for years to assess the impact of Yoga and other traditional practices on various health 

conditions. Their findings contribute to the evidence supporting the integrated system of 

medicine.   

Centre for Integrative Medicine & Research (CIMR): Established within AIIMS, this center is 

the first of its kind in the country to conduct proper scientific research on yoga. It plays a crucial 

role in developing guidelines to combine mainstream and alternative medicines and therapies.     

One Nation, One Health System Policy: This is an ambitious policy that aims to integrate 

traditional practices like Ayurveda, homoeopathy, and yoga into mainstream healthcare by 2030.   

What are the advantages of an Integrated system of Medicine? 

Holistic approach: An integrated system of medicine allows for a holistic approach to patient 

care, considering the complete physical, mental, and emotional well-being of the person, rather 

than focusing solely on disease treatment.   

Complementary treatments: Traditional practices like Ayurveda and yoga can be used as 

adjunctive therapies in conjunction with modern medicine, potentially enhancing treatment 

outcomes. For example, yoga can aid in treating conditions like migraine headaches and 

recurrent vasovagal syncope when used alongside conventional therapies.   

Cost-effective: Traditional therapies can often be more cost-effective than modern ones. 

Practices such as yoga require minimal resources and can be performed virtually anywhere, 

making them accessible and affordable healthcare options.   

Enhanced patient satisfaction: Integrating traditional and modern medicines may provide 

more comprehensive care, potentially leading to improved patient satisfaction. It may allow 

patients to feel more involved and in control of their healthcare.   

Preventive care: Many traditional medical systems, like Ayurveda and yoga, emphasize the 

prevention of diseases through a balanced lifestyle, diet, and regular exercise. This can help 

reduce the incidence of chronic diseases and improve overall health.   

Reduced side effects: Many traditional practices are known for having fewer side effects 

compared to modern medicine. Yoga, for instance, generally does not have adverse effects, unlike 

many pharmaceutical treatments.   

Supports the ‘One Health’ approach:  The Integrated System of Medicine supports the ‘One 

Health’ approach, which enables coordinated action across human, animal, and agricultural 

sectors for judicious antibiotic use. It provides a multidisciplinary platform that holistically 

addresses antibiotic utilization, thereby contributing to better health outcomes.  

Must read: One Health Approach  

https://blog.forumias.com/one-health-approach/
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What are the challenges faced in expanding the Integrated system of Medicine? 

Despite its potential benefits, expanding the integrated system of medicine faces several 

challenges:   

Scientific validation: The most significant challenge is the lack of rigorous, evidence-based 

clinical trials validating the efficacy of many traditional interventions. For acceptance by the 

wider medical community and to ensure safe, effective treatments, these therapies must be 

subjected to scientific scrutiny.   

Regulation and quality control: Ensuring consistent quality and safety standards across 

traditional medicines can be a significant challenge, particularly given the diversity of therapies, 

practitioners, and products.   

Lack of trained practitioners: There can be a shortage of healthcare professionals who are 

adequately trained in both traditional and modern systems of medicine. This could limit the 

availability and effectiveness of integrated care.   

Integration into existing health systems: It can be challenging to incorporate traditional 

practices into existing healthcare infrastructures, including issues with the compatibility of 

electronic health records, billing systems, and coordination of care.   

Research funding: Research in traditional medicine often struggles to attract funding compared 

to biomedicine. This lack of funding can impede the conduct of large-scale, high-quality studies 

required for scientific validation.   

What should be done? 

Scientific validation of traditional therapies: Collaborations between traditional medicine 

experts and scientific research organizations, like the partnership between the Ministry of 

AYUSH and the ICMR, should be encouraged. This can facilitate rigorous, evidence-based clinical 

trials to ascertain the effectiveness and safety of traditional therapies.   

Policy development and implementation: The government could take a more active role in 

developing and implementing policies that promote the integration of traditional and modern 

medicine. This could involve creating a regulatory framework that recognizes and supports the 

use of traditional medicine alongside modern medicine.   

Education and training: Medical practitioners should be educated and trained in both 

traditional and modern systems of medicine to allow for the effective delivery of integrated care. 

This could involve changes to medical school curriculums, or the development of specialized 

postgraduate courses.   

Global collaboration: There should be a greater emphasis on global collaboration, sharing of 

best practices, and collective learning in this area. Partnerships with international organizations, 

like the World Health Organization, could be instrumental in achieving this.   

Public awareness: There should be efforts to raise public awareness about the potential benefits 

and limitations of integrated medicine. This could include educational campaigns to dispel 

misconceptions about traditional medicine, as well as promoting an understanding of the 

potential benefits of an integrated approach.  

Sources: The Hindu (Article 1, Article 2, Article 3 and Article 4), Live Law, Hindustan Times, 

India Today and The Times of India  

Syllabus: GS 2: Social Justice: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Health. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-ws/th/th_delhi/issues/36737/OPS/GK4B8ESVG.1+GVOB8FSB2.1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/looking-beyond-allopathy-to-alter-disease-management/article66595971.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/welcome-initiative-on-quality-human-clinical-trials-and-using-ayurveda-and-modern-medicine/article66842944.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/fusing-traditional-medicine-with-the-modern/article29881852.ece
https://www.livelaw.in/news-updates/madras-high-court-police-action-unqualified-alternative-medicine-practitioners-state-unrecognised-institutes-224308
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/news/ugc-warns-students-against-self-styled-varsity-board-of-alternative-medicine-101680157627283.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/information/story/what-is-alternative-therapy-all-you-need-to-know-2360065-2023-04-16
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/voices/indias-alternative-medicine-industry-grows-boosted-by-the-covid-19-pandemic/
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Tax on international credit card transactions: rationale and challenges – Explained, 

pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The recent imposition of tax on international credit card transactions has stirred discussions. 

This new policy aims to address the disparity between debit and credit card transactions abroad 

and prevent bypassing of Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) limits. 

However, it brings with it certain complexities. While aiming to enhance transparency and ensure 

prudent foreign exchange management, the tax also raises concerns about the increased 

financial burden on consumers and potential implications for cash flow. This makes it imperative 

to explore the rationale behind this move and the challenges it poses.   

What is the rationale behind the Tax on international credit card transactions? 

High foreign exchange outflows: International credit card transactions result in an outflow of 

foreign exchange from the home country. If this spending is high or uncontrolled, it could 

potentially strain the country’s foreign exchange reserves. By imposing a tax, the government 

aims to discourage excessive spending, helping to manage foreign exchange resources effectively.   

Tax evasion: A tax on international credit card transactions helps ensure tax compliance and 

prevent tax evasion. Prior to this, there was a potential loophole where individuals could make 

large purchases abroad, which were not counted towards their taxable income in their home 

country.   

Inequality between debit and credit card transactions: International transactions made 

through debit cards were already accounted for under the Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) 

limit. However, the use of international credit cards for expenses abroad enjoyed an exemption 

and was not counted under the LRS limit. This created a disparity in the treatment of debit and 

credit card transactions. The introduction of the tax on international credit card transactions 

aims to address this differential treatment.   

Fiscal Inequity: By levying taxes on international credit card transactions, governments aim to 

ensure fiscal equity, meaning all types of income (including gains from foreign transactions) are 

taxed similarly.   

About Tax on international credit card transactions 

Source: Hindustan Times 

https://blog.forumias.com/turning-the-clock-back-on-liberalised-remittance-scheme/
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Introduction to Tax on international credit card transactions: The government has imposed 

a tax on international credit card transactions. This tax is known as the Tax Collected at Source 

(TCS) and it applies when spending through credit cards crosses certain limits under the Reserve 

Bank of India’s Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS).   

Liberalised remittance scheme (LRS): Under the LRS, resident individuals can freely remit up 

to USD 250,000 per financial year for permissible transactions. Previously, international credit 

card spending was not accounted for under this limit. However, recent changes now bring this 

spending under the scope of LRS, effectively creating parity between the usage of debit and credit 

cards abroad.   

Changes in the Tax rate: Now TCS rate will be 20% on foreign remittances that exceed the 

annual LRS limit of USD 250,000. This is an increase from the previous TCS rate of 5%.   

Exemptions from the Tax: Notably, the new provisions do not apply to payments for ‘education’ 

and ‘medical’ purposes and do not affect the use of international credit cards by residents while 

in India. IT sector workers travelling on business trips will not be affected by the new provisions.   

What are the expert’s opinions about imposing Tax on international credit card transactions? 

Read here: International credit card spends outside India will attract 20% TCS: How 

cardholders may be impacted   

What are the advantages of imposing Tax on international credit card transactions? 

Promoting financial transparency: The imposition of tax on international credit card 

transactions under the Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) promotes financial transparency. 

This is because all transactions exceeding the annual limit of USD 250,000 now have to be 

reported and taxed.   

Elimination of disproportionate spending: The measure aims to prevent disproportionate 

overseas spending through credit cards when compared to an individual’s disclosed income. It 

helps in keeping a check on disproportionate high spending that is not in line with the income 

disclosed by the users.   

Enhanced revenue for the government: By taxing these transactions, the government can 

generate additional revenue. The increase in Tax Collected at Source (TCS) from 5% to 20% 

potentially provides a substantial increase in government revenue.   

Preventing misuse of foreign exchange: The tax on international credit card transactions aids 

in the prudent management of foreign exchange by discouraging unnecessary or excessive 

foreign transactions. It prevents individuals from bypassing the LRS limits and potentially 

misusing foreign exchange.   

Encouraging responsible spending: The tax imposition encourages individuals to be more 

responsible and judicious about their overseas spending using credit cards. It might incentivize 

some individuals to reduce unnecessary overseas transactions and manage their finances more 

effectively. 

Read more: Tax waived on annual forex spends up to ₹7 lakh: FinMin 

What are the challenges faced in imposing Tax on international credit card transactions? 

An additional burden on users: Imposing taxes on international credit card transactions adds 

an additional financial burden on card users. The Tax Collected at Source (TCS) increase can 

substantially add to the costs of overseas transactions.   

Complicated compliance process: The implementation of these tax rules may make the 

compliance process more complicated for both the users and the financial institutions. Capturing 

and reporting all such transactions could be a complex process, particularly when it involves 

international transactions.   

https://blog.forumias.com/international-credit-card-spends-outside-india-will-attract-20-tcs-how-cardholders-may-be-impacted/
https://blog.forumias.com/international-credit-card-spends-outside-india-will-attract-20-tcs-how-cardholders-may-be-impacted/
https://blog.forumias.com/tax-waived-on-annual-forex-spends-up-to-%e2%82%b97-lakh-finmin/
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Risk of reduced spending: The increased tax burden may discourage individuals from spending 

overseas or using international credit cards. This could have an impact on the revenue of credit 

card companies and banks, and potentially affect the overall spending in the economy.   

Unclear guidelines: Currently, the guidelines regarding the tax on international credit card 

transactions are still being developed. There may be some ambiguity and confusion among card 

users and financial institutions until clear and detailed guidelines are released.   

What should be done? 

Detailed guidelines: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and other relevant authorities should 

provide detailed guidelines and clarifications about the tax rules on international credit card 

transactions. This will help in the effective implementation of the rules and alleviate any 

confusion or ambiguity.   

Incorporation of technology: Financial institutions can incorporate technology to automate the 

process of capturing and reporting transactions subject to the new tax rules. This can help in 

the efficient implementation of the rules and also ease the compliance burden on the institutions.   

Clear communication and education: The government and financial institutions should 

communicate these changes effectively to all stakeholders, especially cardholders. They should 

explain the new rules, the rationale behind them, and how they will affect the users’ transactions.   

Review and feedback: The government should regularly review the impact of these tax rules 

and consider feedback from stakeholders. If the rules are causing significant inconvenience or 

financial burden, then necessary adjustments should be made.   

Strategic planning: Users of international credit cards should strategically plan their expenses 

and usage to ensure that they stay within the permissible limit of the LRS. They should also 

factor in the additional tax burden while planning their international spending.  

Sources: Business Standard, Indian Express, Livemint (Article 1 and Article 2), Finshots, 

Outlook India, The Hindu Businessline, Hindustan Times and Economic Times  

Syllabus: GS 3: Economic development: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, 

mobilization, of resources, growth, development and employment. 

 

 

WMO’s State of the Global Climate Report – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has recently issued a new update to its “State of 

the Global Climate Report.” The report warns of a surge in global temperatures to record levels 

within the next five years. It predicts a 66% chance that annual average temperatures will exceed 

1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels for at least one year between 2023 and 2027. 

The forecast combines the effects of human-induced climate change and the expected 

development of a warming El Niño event. It highlights the urgency of preparedness for the far-

reaching impacts on health, food security, water management, and the environment.   

About WMO’s State of the Global Climate Report 

Overview: The State of the Global Climate Report 2022 focuses on key climate indicators – 

greenhouse gases, temperatures, sea level rise, ocean heat and acidification, sea ice and glaciers. 

It provides scientific evidence of the changing climate and its impact on global weather patterns, 

ecosystems, and human societies.   

Key Findings in 2022 

https://www.business-standard.com/opinion/columns/the-mystery-of-20-tcs-123051901250_1.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/chief-economic-advisor-writes-tax-on-international-credit-card-transactions-is-fair-8618912/
https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/new-rule-for-international-credit-card-users-20-tcs-lrs-limits-and-other-details-explained-11684396554173.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/heres-what-experts-say-about-changes-made-in-lrs-for-credit-cards-11684457757806.html
https://finshots.in/archive/understanding-tcs-on-credit-card-transactions/
https://www.outlookindia.com/business/what-is-20-tcs-tax-on-credit-cards-how-will-it-impact-your-foreign-trips-holidays--news-287299
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/blexplainer/bl-explainer-why-it-may-now-be-costlier-to-swipe-an-international-credit-card-overseas/article66864866.ece
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/roll-back-20-levy-on-credit-cards-experts-101684436116399.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/spend/what-is-lrs-and-which-transactions-come-under-it-govts-faqs-on-20-tcs-on-international-credit-card-spends/articleshow/100348525.cms
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Source: DTE 

What are the warnings highlighted by the State of the Global Climate Report? 

Accelerated sea-level rise: The report warns that the rate of global mean sea-level rise has 

doubled between the first decade of the satellite record (1993- 2002) and the last (2022). This 

rise is attributed to ocean warming, ice loss from glaciers and ice sheets, and changes in land 

water storage. This acceleration could cause drastic changes in land cover and potentially 

increase social disparities in coastal areas.   

More frequent and intense extreme weather events: The report indicates that rising global 

temperatures contribute to more frequent and intense extreme weather events, including 

heatwaves, droughts, wildfires, and severe storms. China, for instance, experienced its most 

extensive and long-lasting heatwave on record in 2022.   

Drought conditions and decreased agricultural yield: The frequency and intensity of droughts 

are increasing. This results in decreased agricultural yield, negatively impacting food security. 

An example of this is seen in India and Pakistan, where 2022’s heatwaves reduced wheat crop 

yield significantly, leading the Indian government to ban wheat exports.   

Anticipated further climate change impacts: The report also anticipates further impacts of 

climate change, such as an increase in greenhouse gas emissions and the possibility of an El 

Niño event, which can exacerbate the current climate crisis.   

Read more: State of the Global Climate 2022: The threat of rising sea levels 

https://blog.forumias.com/state-of-the-global-climate-2022-the-threat-of-rising-sea-levels/
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What will be the consequences of increased temperature? 

Source: TOI 

Sea-level rise: Global warming is causing sea levels to rise at an unprecedented rate. For 

instance, the rate of global mean sea-level rise doubled between the first decade of the satellite 

record and the last, contributing to a potential loss of coastal land and greater risk for coastal 

communities.   

Increased extreme weather events: Increased global temperatures contribute to more frequent 

and intense extreme weather events, such as cyclones, heavy rain, flooding, and other extreme 

storms. For example, Nigeria experienced exacerbated flooding during the rainy season due to 

very heavy rainfall, causing hundreds of deaths.   

Effect on Agriculture: Increased temperatures can have a considerable impact on agricultural 

yields. For example, in 2021, a heatwave in the Pacific Northwest of the United States led to 

reduced yields in vital crops such as apples, cherries, and wheat. These events can have a ripple 

effect on global food markets and security.   
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Greater social disparities: As a result of land loss due to sea-level rise, there could be an 

increase in social disparities. Those who are better off will be able to cope better than 

marginalized groups, leading to social inequalities among people living in coastal areas.   

Record temperatures in Antarctica: Extreme temperatures are not limited to regions 

traditionally associated with heat. Antarctica recorded exceptionally high temperatures in March 

2022, with two sites measuring 35 °C above the average for March and 15 °C above previous 

record years.   

Marine heatwaves and impacts on sea life: Marine heatwaves, caused by increased ocean 

temperatures, can have disastrous impacts on marine life and ecosystems. The Mediterranean 

Sea, for instance, suffered from marine heatwaves from March to December 2022, potentially 

threatening marine biodiversity.   

Increased wildfires: Increased temperatures and droughts can lead to a rise in wildfires. While 

the report did not specifically mention wildfires, global trends show that higher temperatures are 

often associated with an increased risk of wildfires, which can cause the destruction of 

ecosystems, homes, and human lives.   

Read more: Global Sea Level Rise: WMO Report – Explained, pointwise 

What are the challenges in limiting the impacts of climate change?   

Challenges in policy enactment and enforcement: Despite extensive data on climate change, 

policies and laws aren’t keeping up with the rapidly changing conditions. For example, faster 

sea-level rises can cause major changes in coastal ecosystems before rehabilitative policies have 

a chance to mitigate the impacts.   

“Common but Differentiated Responsibilities”: This principle can create challenges, 

particularly in balancing fairness and efficiency in distributing responsibilities and resources to 

combat climate change. Negotiations often become complex as countries debate their respective 

obligations to reduce emissions or finance climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts. 

For example, developed nations like the US and EU have historically contributed more to global 

warming but emerging economies like China and India are now significant contributors too. 

Balancing this dynamic while achieving consensus on climate policies is a substantial challenge.   

Managing extreme weather events: With climate change leading to more frequent and extreme 

weather events, managing these disasters poses a significant challenge. For instance, 

Madagascar was battered by three consecutive tropical storm systems in early 2022, causing 

extensive damage and loss of life. The ability to predict, prepare for, and respond to these events 

is a huge challenge.   

Economic and social disruption: Climate change impacts can lead to significant social and 

economic disruptions, especially in vulnerable communities. As an example, the intense 

droughts in the Horn of Africa led to poor crop yields, triggering food shortages, and socio-

economic instability. Balancing economic growth with sustainability efforts is a significant 

challenge, especially for developing countries.   

Managing resource scarcity: Climate change can also exacerbate resource scarcity. Rising sea 

levels can increase groundwater salinity, thereby affecting agriculture and worsening water crises 

in coastal areas. For instance, as the Global Mean Sea-Level continues to rise, more seawater 

could seep into the ground, leading to groundwater turning saline and exacerbating water crises 

in coastal areas.   

Read more: Climate Justice: Meaning, Challenges and Way Forward – Explained, 

pointwise 

https://blog.forumias.com/global-sea-level-rise-wmo-report-explained-pointwise/
https://blog.forumias.com/climate-justice-meaning-challenges-and-way-forward/
https://blog.forumias.com/climate-justice-meaning-challenges-and-way-forward/
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What should be done to limit the impacts of climate change? 

Cutting greenhouse gas emissions: One of the most crucial steps to limit climate change is 

cutting greenhouse gas emissions significantly. With human-emitted greenhouse gases at a 

record high, countries should transition to more sustainable, low-carbon energy sources and 

promote energy efficiency in various sectors.   

Improving climate adaptation and resilience: To deal with climate change’s impacts, it is 

important to invest in and implement adaptation measures to increase resilience against extreme 

weather events. This includes developing early warning systems, better infrastructure, and 

implementing climate-smart agriculture.   

Promoting sustainable practices: Governments, businesses, and individuals should promote 

sustainable practices in their daily operations and routines. This can range from waste 

management, and water conservation, to the promotion of circular economies that reduce waste 

and overconsumption.   

Global cooperation and commitment: Addressing climate change requires global cooperation. 

All countries should commit to ambitious climate goals in line with the Paris Agreement and 

ensure these commitments are met. Wealthier nations should also provide support to developing 

nations, particularly those most affected by climate change, to enable them to adapt and 

transition to a low-carbon economy.   

Investing in climate research and innovation: There’s a need to continually invest in climate 

science research to better understand the impacts of climate change and develop innovative 

solutions. Research institutions and governments should support advancements in clean energy 

technologies, carbon capture techniques, and other breakthroughs that can mitigate climate 

change.   

Education and awareness: Raising awareness about the impacts of climate change and 

educating the public about sustainable living practices can also play a significant role in 

mitigating climate change. Individuals can make a difference by adopting more environmentally-

friendly lifestyles and advocating for climate action.   

Read more: Express View on new climate change report 

Source: Livemint, UNFCCC, Down To Earth (Article 1 and Article 2), Outlook India, Indian 

Express, ORF and The Hindu 

Syllabus: GS 3: Environment and Bio-diversity: Conservation 

 

 

Withdrawal of currencies: need and challenges – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently announced the withdrawal of 2000 currency notes from 

circulation, while emphasizing that they will remain legal tender. This move aims to address 

various concerns and align with the RBI’s Clean Note Policy.  

https://blog.forumias.com/express-view-on-new-climate-change-report-it-should-lead-to-a-review-of-paris-climate-pact-targets/
https://epaper.livemint.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=225fe8a3ab5&imageview=0
https://unfccc.int/documents/622338
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/natural-disasters/climate-change-worsened-extreme-weather-events-in-2022-state-of-the-global-climate-report-88904#:~:text=Published%3A%20Friday%2021%20April%202023&text=Rising%20global%20temperatures%20in%202022,by%20the%20World%20Meteorological%20Organization.
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/wmo-report-shows-2015-paris-agreement-failed-to-deliver-fossil-fuel-treaty-needed-to-complement-it-89037
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/wmo-climate-report-2022-extreme-weather-events-hurt-india-and-threaten-food-security-time-to-act-is-now-news-280961
https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/science/earth-day-2023-un-climate-report-8570465/
https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/science/earth-day-2023-un-climate-report-8570465/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/the-world-is-the-hottest-its-been-since-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/rising-sea-levels-threaten-agriculture-rainfall-social-fabric/article66781156.ece
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About the recent withdrawal of currencies 

Source: Money Control 

Background and objectives: The 2,000 rupee note was introduced in November 2016, following 

the demonetization of 500 and 1,000 rupee notes, to meet the urgent currency requirements of 

the economy. The objective was to expedite the process of replacing the invalidated notes and 

ensure smooth transactions. However, as the availability of smaller denomination notes 

improved over time, the need for the 2,000 rupee notes diminished.  

Legal framework: The RBI, as the central bank of India, has the authority to issue and withdraw 

currency under the provisions of the RBI Act, 1934. The withdrawal of ₹2000 currencies falls 

within the purview of the RBI’s mandate and its objective to ensure a robust monetary system.  

Continued legal tender: Despite the withdrawal, ₹2000 currencies will remain legal tender. This 

means that individuals can still use these notes for transactions and receive them as payment 

until further notice.  

Exchange and deposit Options: Individuals have the option to exchange or deposit their ₹2000 

notes at any bank branch. They can exchange them for smaller denominations or deposit them 

into their bank accounts.  

Compliance and deadlines: The RBI has set a deadline of September 30, 2023, for individuals 

to exchange or deposit their ₹2000 currencies. It is important for individuals to comply with the 

guidelines and complete the necessary transactions within the given timeframe.  

Legal consequences of non-compliance: The specific legal consequences for non-compliance 

with the withdrawal directive have not been explicitly stated by the RBI. However, it is advisable 
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for individuals to adhere to the withdrawal process and complete the necessary transactions to 

avoid any potential issues.  

Read more: How demonetisation affected the Indian economy, in 10 charts 

What are the reasons for the withdrawal of currencies? 

Read here: Why has the RBI withdrawn Rs 2,000 notes? 

What are the previous instances of withdrawal of currencies in India?  

Source: Moneycontrol 

There have been several instances in the past where currencies were withdrawn or demonetized 

in India. Here are some notable examples:  

1946: In January 1946, the British government, in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India, 

demonetized high-denomination banknotes. Notes of Rs 500, Rs 1,000, and Rs 10,000 

denominations were no longer considered legal tender. This move was prompted by the aftermath 

of World War II and the need to combat black market activities.  

1978: In January 1978, the Indian government, demonetized banknotes of Rs 1,000, Rs 5,000, 

and Rs 10,000 denominations. This decision was aimed at curbing the circulation of black money 

and illegal transactions.  

2014: In 2014, the Reserve Bank of India announced the withdrawal of all banknotes issued 

before 2005 from circulation. The public was required to exchange these notes at banks, as the 

older currency lacked advanced security features present in the newer notes.   

https://blog.forumias.com/how-demonetisation-affected-the-indian-economy-in-10-charts/
https://blog.forumias.com/why-has-the-rbi-withdrawn-rs-2000-notes/
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2016: In 2016, the Indian government, announced the demonetization of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 

banknotes. These notes were rendered invalid and ceased to be legal tender. The move aimed to 

curb black money, counterfeit currency, and corruption.  

Read more: RBI’s Demonetization data report 

What are the various advantages of the withdrawal of currencies?   

Here are some common benefits associated with the withdrawal of currencies: 

Curbing black money: By invalidating certain currency notes, the government can make it 

difficult for individuals holding black money to convert their illicit wealth into legal tender.  

Countering counterfeit currency: By replacing older notes with new ones that incorporate 

advanced security features, the government can make it harder for counterfeiters to produce 

fake currency. This helps in preserving the integrity of the monetary system and protecting the 

public from financial fraud.  

Encouraging digital transactions: With the limited availability of cash, individuals are 

incentivized to use electronic payment systems, mobile wallets, and online banking, leading to a 

more transparent and efficient financial ecosystem. Increased digital transactions can also 

reduce the circulation of unaccounted cash and facilitate better monitoring of financial activities.  

Enhancing financial inclusion: Currency withdrawal can be an opportunity to promote 

financial inclusion by encouraging individuals to open bank accounts and participate in the 

formal banking system. The exchange of old currency notes for new ones often requires 

individuals to provide identification and complete KYC (Know Your Customer) processes, which 

can help bring unbanked populations into the formal financial sector.  

Boosting government revenue: When individuals exchange or deposit their old notes, it 

provides an opportunity for authorities to track and tax previously undisclosed income or assets. 

This can contribute to increased tax compliance and generate additional government revenue.  

Improving monetary policy transmission: Withdrawal of specific currency denominations can 

enable better control and management of monetary policy. It allows central banks to adjust the 

money supply, interest rates, and liquidity in a more effective manner, thereby facilitating 

macroeconomic stability and addressing inflationary pressures.  

What are the challenges faced while withdrawing currencies?  

Disruption to daily transactions: Currency withdrawal can cause inconvenience and 

disruption to daily transactions, especially for individuals who heavily rely on cash-based 

transactions. For example, if a large denomination note is suddenly withdrawn, people may face 

difficulties in making purchases or conducting routine business transactions until they can 

obtain smaller denominations or alternative payment methods.  

Cash shortages and long queues: During the initial phase of currency withdrawal, there is a 

risk of cash shortages in banks and ATMs. This can lead to long queues and wait times as people 

rush to exchange their old notes for new ones or withdraw cash for essential needs. The situation 

can be particularly challenging in areas with limited banking infrastructure or remote regions.  

Impact on informal economy: Currency withdrawal can have a significant impact on the 

informal or cash-based economy. Many small businesses and individuals operating in the 

informal sector rely heavily on cash transactions. If their preferred currency notes are withdrawn, 

it can disrupt their business operations and financial stability.  

Counterfeit currency adaptation: In some cases, counterfeiters may adapt to currency 

withdrawal measures by producing fake versions of the newly introduced notes or by shifting 

their operations to target alternative currencies. This challenges the objective of curbing 

counterfeit currency and requires continued vigilance from authorities.  

https://blog.forumias.com/rbis-demonetization-data-report/
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Conversion of black money: Despite efforts to curb black money, individuals holding illicit 

wealth may find ways to convert their unaccounted cash into alternative assets or currencies. 

This poses a challenge to the effectiveness of currency withdrawal in tackling the issue of 

unreported income and illegal financial activities. 

Economic slowdown: Sudden currency withdrawal can temporarily disrupt economic activity, 

especially if it leads to a significant decrease in liquidity or a decline in consumer spending. 

Businesses may face challenges in managing their cash flow, and consumer sentiment can be 

affected, potentially leading to a slowdown in economic growth. 

Diminish the RBI’s image: RBI’s ‘clean note’ policy is ambiguous. For instance, even today, 

lower-value bills issued at least as far back as 2013 are being used far more frequently in 

everyday transactions and they continue to remain in circulation. This raises doubt about the 

withdrawal of Rs. 2000 notes. RBI’s administrative flip flops and lack of transparency diminish 

the trust in RBI’s “promise to pay the bearer” at the note’s face value. 

Read more: Why2k Question – Will withdrawing ₹2,000 notes smoke out the crooked? 

Unlikely. The crooked economy’s much more inventive 

What should be done?  

Sufficient availability of alternative currency: To prevent cash shortages and long queues, it 

is essential to ensure sufficient availability of alternative currency denominations, especially 

smaller notes and coins, before initiating the withdrawal. This requires effective coordination 

between the central bank, commercial banks, and other financial institutions.  

Efficient banking infrastructure: Strengthening the banking infrastructure, particularly in 

remote areas, is vital to handle the increased demand for currency exchange and withdrawals. 

A sufficient cash supply should be maintained in ATMs and bank branches to meet the needs of 

the public during the transition period.  

Extended exchange period: Providing an extended period for exchanging or depositing the 

withdrawn currency can alleviate the challenges faced by individuals. This allows people more 

time to complete the necessary transactions without feeling rushed or overwhelmed.  

Facilitating digital payment alternatives: Promoting and facilitating digital payment 

alternatives can help mitigate the impact of currency withdrawal. Encouraging the use of mobile 

payment apps, online banking, and other electronic payment methods can provide individuals 

and businesses with viable alternatives to cash transactions.  

Monitoring and evaluation: Continuous monitoring and evaluation of the currency withdrawal 

process can help identify any challenges or issues that arise and allow for timely corrective 

measures.  

Feedback from the public and stakeholders should be considered to address concerns and 

improve the effectiveness of the withdrawal strategy.  

Adequate public awareness: To mitigate the challenges of currency withdrawal, it is crucial to 

ensure widespread public awareness well in advance. Clear and timely communication should 

be provided to educate people about the withdrawal, its purpose, and the steps they need to take 

to exchange or deposit their old currency notes.  

Read more: Farmers badly hit by demonetisation, admits Agriculture Ministry 

Sources: Live Mint (Article 1 and Article 2), Hindustan Times, India Today, The Hindu (Article 

1 and Article 2) and Forbes 

Syllabus: Economic development: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, 

of resources, growth, development and employment. 

https://blog.forumias.com/why2k-question-will-withdrawing-%e2%82%b92000-notes-smoke-out-the-crooked-unlikely-the-crooked-economys-much-more-inventive/
https://blog.forumias.com/why2k-question-will-withdrawing-%e2%82%b92000-notes-smoke-out-the-crooked-unlikely-the-crooked-economys-much-more-inventive/
https://blog.forumias.com/farmers-badly-hit-by-demonetisation-admits-agriculture-ministry/
https://epaper.livemint.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=23579d2ec1a&imageview=0
https://epaper.livemint.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=2358890d5d5&imageview=0
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/why-rbi-decided-to-withdraw-2000-notes-within-7-years-101684504498988.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/business/story/reserve-bank-clean-note-policy-good-currency-rs-2000-withdrawn-2381634-2023-05-19
https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-ws/th/th_delhi/issues/37190/OPS/GHKB8UI64.1+GR3B8V13C.1.html
https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-ws/th/th_delhi/issues/37190/OPS/GHKB8UI64.1+GR3B8V13C.1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/union-govt-has-rectified-its-mistake-after-7-years-says-chidambaram-on-withdrawal-of-2000-currency/article66876775.ece
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/in/personal-finance/why-has-rbi-withdrawn-2000-rupee-note/
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Population Census: Significance and Challenges – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The Population Census is a crucial exercise that provides accurate data on the population of a 

country. It plays a significant role in planning and policy-making. However, the 2021 Census in 

India was postponed due to the Covid pandemic, resulting in delays. 

This delay is concerning as India is projected to become the world’s most populous country. The 

completion of the Census is essential for obtaining accurate population numbers, which are 

crucial for effective governance and resource allocation.   

About Population Census 

Read here: Census 2021 

About the history of Population Census in India 

Source: The New Indian Express 

Pre-Independence period:   

1872 census: The first population census in India was conducted in 1872 by (Lord Mayo), the 

British government. It aimed to gather demographic data for administrative and revenue 

purposes.   

Regular census: Following the inaugural census, India conducted decennial population 

censuses from 1881 (Lord Ripon) onwards. These censuses were conducted by the British 

administration to gather information about the population, housing, and socioeconomic 

conditions.   

Post-Independence Period:   

Constitutional recognition: After India gained independence in 1947, the Census Act of 1948 

was enacted to provide a legal framework for conducting population censuses. The Act 

established the Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner as the authority 

responsible for conducting the census.   

Census as a constitutional mandate: The importance of population census was recognized in 

the Indian Constitution. Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every 

https://blog.forumias.com/census-2021/
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Census. Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per 

Delimitation Act after every Census. 

Article 246 empowers both the central and state governments to legislate on matters related to 

the census. Additionally, Article 280 provides for the appointment of a Finance Commission to 

determine the distribution of resources based on population data. 

Evolving legal framework: Over the years, the Census Act has been amended to incorporate 

changes in data collection methods, privacy protection, and technological advancements. For 

instance, in 2022, amendments were made to allow for self-enumeration and electronic data 

capture.   

Regular decennial censuses: Since independence, India has continued to conduct decennial 

population censuses(except 2021), capturing data on various socio-demographic factors such as 

population size, age, sex, education, occupation, religion, and language.   

Digital transformation: With advancements in technology, recent censuses have embraced 

digital methods for data collection, utilizing mobile devices and online portals to improve 

efficiency and accuracy.   

Read more: The delay in the decennial Census 

What is the rationale behind conducting a Population Census? 

Constitutional mandate: Many countries, including India, have constitutional provisions that 

require the conduct of a population census at regular intervals. It ensures compliance with legal 

requirements and safeguards the rights of citizens.   

Data for governance: A population census provides the government with accurate and 

comprehensive data on various demographic, social, and economic aspects. It serves as a 

fundamental data source for evidence-based policymaking, governance, and public 

administration.   

Statistical foundation: Census data serves as the foundation for statistical systems and 

surveys. It provides a benchmark and sampling frame for conducting other surveys and data 

collection exercises, enabling representative and reliable sampling methods.   

Historical continuity: Population censuses have a long-standing tradition and historical 

significance. Conducting regular censuses allows for comparisons and analysis of demographic 

changes, societal trends, and historical patterns over time.   

National identity and documentation: Census data helps in establishing and maintaining 

national identity by documenting the characteristics, diversity, and composition of the 

population. It aids in understanding the nation’s social fabric, cultural diversity, and linguistic 

patterns.   

Read more: Avoid further delay in conducting the Census 

What are the advantages associated with the Population Census data? 

Policy planning and decision-making: Census data provides policymakers and decision-

makers with accurate and reliable information about the population, enabling them to formulate 

effective policies, allocate resources, and plan for various sectors such as education, healthcare, 

infrastructure, and social welfare.   

Resource allocation: Census data helps in the equitable distribution of resources and services 

based on population size and demographic characteristics. It assists in determining the 

allocation of funds for public services like schools, hospitals, roads, and other essential facilities.   

Socioeconomic analysis: Census data enables researchers, academics, and analysts to study 

demographic trends, population distribution, migration patterns, and socioeconomic 

characteristics. It helps in understanding social dynamics, identifying disparities, and developing 

strategies to address social and economic issues.   

https://blog.forumias.com/the-delay-in-the-decennial-census/
https://blog.forumias.com/avoid-further-delay-in-conducting-the-census/
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Electoral representation: Census data plays a vital role in determining the number of seats and 

boundaries for electoral constituencies. It ensures fair representation and proportional allocation 

of political power based on population size and distribution.   

Monitoring population changes: Regular population censuses provide a comprehensive and 

up-to-date snapshot of the population. They help monitor changes in population growth, fertility 

rates, mortality rates, migration trends, and other demographic indicators over time.   

Read more: Avoid further delay in conducting the Census 

What are the challenges associated with Population Census data collection? 

Large and diverse population: Collecting data from a vast and diverse population poses 

significant challenges. In countries like India, with over 1.3 billion people and diverse geographic 

regions, ensuring comprehensive coverage and accuracy becomes a complex task. 

For example, reaching remote and inaccessible areas, such as tribal communities residing in 

remote forests or nomadic populations, can be challenging due to logistical difficulties and a lack 

of infrastructure.   

Limited awareness and cooperation: Lack of awareness and understanding among the 

population about the importance of census data can hinder data collection efforts. Some 

individuals may be reluctant to participate or provide accurate information, leading to incomplete 

or biased data.   

Language and cultural barriers: Language diversity and cultural variations pose challenges in 

effectively communicating and collecting data from diverse linguistic and cultural groups. 

Language barriers can result in misinterpretation or miscommunication of questions, leading to 

inaccurate responses.   

Privacy and confidentiality concerns: Ensuring the privacy and confidentiality of respondents’ 

information is crucial to gain their trust and cooperation. Concerns about data misuse, identity 

theft, or violation of privacy rights can affect the willingness of individuals to provide accurate 

information.   

Rapid urbanization and migration: The increasing pace of urbanization and internal migration 

adds complexity to data collection efforts. Population movement and transient populations make 

it challenging to accurately count and track individuals in urban areas or populations that 

frequently move.   

Technological and infrastructure limitations: Inadequate technological infrastructure, limited 

access to digital devices, and connectivity issues can hinder the adoption of digital data collection 

methods. In remote or resource-constrained areas, reliance on paper-based surveys may be 

necessary.   

Read more: The Census of India not only helps understand the perils of British rule but 

also flags the roadblocks lying ahead 

What should be done? 

Prompt commencement: The government should prioritize and expedite the start of the Census, 

ensuring that all necessary preparations, including house-listing activities, are initiated at the 

earliest possible time. By promptly commencing the Census, the government can avoid further 

delays and ensure that the data collection process is completed in a timely manner.   

Increased public awareness: Launching awareness campaigns and community outreach 

programs to educate the public about the importance of the Census and dispel any 

misconceptions or fears surrounding data collection. Engaging with local leaders, community 

organizations, and media platforms can help generate interest and promote active participation.   

Enhancing data collection methods: Leveraging technology and digital tools to streamline data 

collection processes, improve accuracy, and minimize errors. Mobile applications, online portals, 

https://blog.forumias.com/avoid-further-delay-in-conducting-the-census/
https://blog.forumias.com/answered-the-census-of-india-not-only-helps-understand-the-perils-of-british-rule-but-also-flags-the-roadblocks-lying-ahead-discuss/
https://blog.forumias.com/answered-the-census-of-india-not-only-helps-understand-the-perils-of-british-rule-but-also-flags-the-roadblocks-lying-ahead-discuss/
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and self-enumeration options should be further developed and utilized effectively to enhance 

data quality and efficiency.   

Addressing language and cultural barriers: Ensuring adequate language support and cultural 

sensitivity during data collection by training enumerators in local languages and customs. 

Providing clear instructions and utilizing visual aids can aid in effective communication and 

encourage participation.   

Privacy and confidentiality measures: Implementing robust data protection measures, 

including strict protocols for data storage, access, and anonymization. Transparent 

communication about the confidentiality of information collected can help build trust and 

alleviate privacy concerns among respondents.   

Focus on marginalized communities: Special attention should be given to marginalized 

communities, such as tribal populations, migrants, and remote areas, to ensure their inclusion 

and accurate representation in the Census. Targeted outreach strategies and the engagement of 

community leaders can facilitate their participation. 

Strengthening infrastructure: Investing in necessary technological infrastructure and 

connectivity in remote and underserved areas to facilitate digital data collection methods. Where 

infrastructure limitations persist, alternative approaches, such as paper-based surveys, should 

be employed to ensure comprehensive coverage. 

Interagency coordination: Foster collaboration between relevant government departments, 

statistical agencies, and local authorities to ensure seamless coordination, resource allocation, 

and timely sharing of data for effective planning and policy formulation.   

Read more: The importance of the decennially conducted census cannot be overstated. 

The undue delay in the Census’s commencement will severely affect the availability of 

vital information on the population 

Sources: Census, The Hindu (Article 1, Article 2 and Article 3), Hindustan Times, India Today 

(Article 1 and Article 2), Indian Express and Front Line. 

Syllabus: GS 1: Indian Society: Population and associated issues. 

 

 

[Yojana May 2023 Summary] AI Chatbots: their future and challenges – Explained, 

pointwise 

Introduction 

The future of AI chatbots presents a transformative landscape with the potential to revolutionize 

industries and enhance human interactions with technology. As they continue to advance, AI 

chatbots hold the promise of collaboration between digital and human intelligence, 

advancements in conversational search, and the ability to showcase creative and analytical 

capabilities. However, alongside these exciting possibilities, challenges and considerations also 

arise. 

What is AI Chatbot? 

A chatbot is a computer program that uses artificial intelligence (AI) and natural language 

processing (NLP) to understand customer questions and automate responses to them, simulating 

human conversation. 

Must read: AI chatbot, my future colleague 

About the evolution of AI chatbots 

Early chatbots: Chatbots initially had limited capabilities, serving as basic assistants with pre-

defined responses and a restricted knowledge base. They primarily interacted through text-based 

interfaces on websites.   

https://blog.forumias.com/answered-the-importance-of-the-decennially-conducted-census-cannot-be-overstated-the-undue-delay-in-the-censuss-commencement-will-severely-affect-the-availability-of-vital-information-on-t/
https://blog.forumias.com/answered-the-importance-of-the-decennially-conducted-census-cannot-be-overstated-the-undue-delay-in-the-censuss-commencement-will-severely-affect-the-availability-of-vital-information-on-t/
https://blog.forumias.com/answered-the-importance-of-the-decennially-conducted-census-cannot-be-overstated-the-undue-delay-in-the-censuss-commencement-will-severely-affect-the-availability-of-vital-information-on-t/
https://censusindia.gov.in/census.website/node/325
https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-ws/th/th_delhi/issues/37256/OPS/G54B932LS.1+GG9B93J1A.1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/time-to-count/article66357988.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-impact-of-census-2021-delay/article66358242.ece
https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/dont-delay-the-census-further-101684847705044.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/india-population-census-postponed-again-what-does-the-delay-mean-2319535-2023-01-10
https://www.indiatoday.in/newsmo/video/indias-population-census-2021-first-in-150-years-census-postponed-again-what-does-the-delay-mean-2322367-2023-01-16
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/unplanned-population-un-population-funds-annual-report-on-population-indias-population-8625414/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/why-is-the-government-delaying-census-2021/article66413377.ece
https://blog.forumias.com/ai-chatbot-my-future-colleague/
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Advancements in AI and NLP: With advancements in AI and NLP, chatbots underwent a 

transformation. They began simulating human-like conversations by leveraging machine 

learning and deep learning algorithms. This enabled them to understand user input and provide 

more accurate responses. Their knowledge base expanded, allowing them to learn from 

interactions and predict user requirements over time.   

Transition to voice-based interactions: To enhance user experiences, chatbots evolved to 

support voice-based interactions. This enabled them to engage users in a manner that closely 

resembled human conversations. By incorporating speech recognition and natural language 

understanding, chatbots became capable of conversing through spoken language.   

Context-aware and self-learning chatbots: Chatbots evolved into more sophisticated and 

context-aware agents. Through machine learning and deep learning techniques, they 

continuously improved their knowledge base and adapted to user preferences. This advancement 

allowed chatbots to better understand complex queries and provide more accurate and relevant 

responses.   

Integration of generative AI: The integration of generative AI technology empowered chatbots 

to automate tasks across various applications. They could now generate drafts, summarize 

conversations, and assist in content creation. This collaboration between AI and human 

intelligence opened up new possibilities and transformed the future of work.   

Conversational Internet search: Chatbots expanded their capabilities to handle conversational 

Internet searches. Users could now interact with search engines using natural language queries, 

making information retrieval more intuitive and user-friendly.   

Read more: What is OpenAI’s ChatGPT chatbot, why it has become a viral sensation 

What is the impact of AI Chatbots across industries? 

Revolutionizing customer service and support: Chatbots integrated into digital channels 

provide immediate assistance and support to customers. For example, customer service chatbots 

on websites and mobile apps resolve common inquiries, provide product information, and guide 

users through processes.   

Transforming recruitment and human resources: AI chatbots assist in screening candidates 

and matching skills to job requirements. Like, chatbots analyze resumes, score candidates, and 

recommend suitable job openings within a company.   

Enhancing healthcare accessibility and assistance: Chatbots act as virtual aides, offering 

24/7 accessibility to basic healthcare information and assistance. For instance, healthcare 

chatbots provide symptom analysis, medication information, appointment scheduling, and 

mental health support.   

Improving E-commerce experiences and sales: Chatbots help customers locate products, 

provide personalized recommendations, and assist in order processes. For example, E-commerce 

chatbots ask questions about preferences to show relevant products and simplify the shopping 

experience.   

Empowering education with personalized learning: Chatbots assist in content creation, 

provide learning recommendations, and answer academic queries. Such as, Educational 

chatbots offering personalized study resources, language translations, and administrative 

support for students and institutions.   

Streamlining banking services and customer interactions: Chatbots handle customer 

queries, assist in banking transactions, and provide basic financial information. Like, Banking 

chatbots offer balance inquiries, fund transfers, and bill payments, and address common 

customer concerns.   

https://blog.forumias.com/what-is-openais-chatgpt-chatbot-why-it-has-become-a-viral-sensation/
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Creative and analytical capabilities: AI chatbots will showcase creative and analytical abilities, 

expanding their roles in media, arts, literature, and productivity. For example, chatbots can 

assist in content creation, generate artwork, analyze trends, and provide data-driven insights for 

decision-making. 

Read more: LaMDA: Can the new Google chatbot be sentient? 

What is the future of AI chatbots? 

Can collaborate between digital and human intelligence: AI chatbots will continue to 

collaborate with human intelligence, working together to achieve outcomes beyond imagination. 

Such as integration of generative AI into chatbots enables the automation of tasks, such as 

generating drafts, summarizing conversations, and creating data visualizations, saving time and 

enhancing productivity.   

Can create advancements in conversational internet search: Chatbots will further enhance 

conversational internet search capabilities, allowing users to interact with search engines using 

natural language queries. Like, users can ask chatbots questions like, “What are the best 

restaurants near me?” and receive personalized recommendations based on their preferences.   

Continued development and innovations: The field of AI chatbots will witness ongoing 

development and exciting innovations, shaping the future of work and human-computer 

interactions. For instance, companies of all sizes are launching AI chatbots, and the technology 

will continue to evolve with new functionalities and applications.   

Responsible development and considerations: As AI chatbots progress, responsible 

development and considerations become essential to address challenges and ethical concerns. 

Like, as striking a balance between technological advancement and human well-being, ensuring 

privacy, and avoiding over-dependence on technology.   

Read more: Generative AI (Artificial Intelligence): Benefits and Challenges – Explained, 

pointwise 

What are the challenges and considerations in the era of AI chatbots? 

Job displacement and employment concerns: The increasing use of AI chatbots raises 

concerns about job displacement as AI gains capabilities to match human output and 

intelligence.   

Improper responses and misunderstandings: AI chatbots can provide incorrect or 

inappropriate responses due to misunderstandings or limitations in their understanding of 

complex queries. For example, chatbots may misinterpret user input and provide inaccurate 

information, leading to frustration and potential misinformation.   

Lack of emotional intelligence and empathy: AI chatbots lack emotional intelligence and 

empathy, which can result in a lack of personalized and empathetic responses to user needs. 

For instance, chatbots may struggle to understand and address the emotional context of a user’s 

query or provide appropriate emotional support.   

Privacy and security concerns: The use of AI chatbots raises privacy concerns as they interact 

with and collect personal data from users. Such as, chatbots must ensure the secure handling 

and protection of user data, adhering to privacy regulations and preventing unauthorized access.   

Ethical considerations and bias: AI chatbots may exhibit biases in their responses and 

decision-making processes, reflecting the biases present in the data they are trained on. Like, 

chatbots may unintentionally perpetuate gender, racial, or cultural biases, impacting the 

fairness and inclusivity of their interactions.   

Over-dependence on technology: Excessive reliance on AI chatbots can lead to a decreased 

reliance on human problem-solving skills and critical thinking. For instance, over-dependence 

https://blog.forumias.com/lamda-can-the-new-google-chatbot-be-sentient/
https://blog.forumias.com/generative-ai-artificial-intelligence-benefits-and-challenges-explained-pointwise/
https://blog.forumias.com/generative-ai-artificial-intelligence-benefits-and-challenges-explained-pointwise/
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on chatbots for decision-making may limit human judgment and creativity, potentially affecting 

personal growth and development 

Read more: Artificial Intelligence in Agripreneurship (AI in Agriculture) – Explained, 

pointwise 

What should be done? 

Responsible development and regulation: Responsible AI Chatbot development practices and 

regulatory frameworks should be implemented. This includes establishing ethical guidelines, 

ensuring data privacy protections, and promoting transparency in algorithmic decision-making.   

Integration of human oversight: This ensures that human agents are available to review and 

intervene when necessary, especially in complex or sensitive situations, to provide appropriate 

responses and empathetic interactions.   

Transparency and explainability: Users should be informed about the functionality and 

limitations of AI chatbots, as well as when they are interacting with a chatbot rather than a 

human. Clear explanations of how chatbots operate will help manage user expectations.   

Responsible transition and job creation: Facilitating a responsible transition in industries is 

necessary. This involves identifying opportunities for upskilling and retraining individuals 

affected by AI-driven automation. Creating new jobs and roles that leverage human skills 

alongside AI chatbot capabilities will help mitigate job displacement concerns.   

Education and training: Education and training initiatives are important to help users 

effectively interact with AI chatbots. Providing guidance on how to obtain desired outcomes and 

understanding the purpose of chatbots will improve user engagement and satisfaction.  

Read more: Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning – Explained, pointwise 

Source: Yojana 

Syllabus: GS 3: Science and Technology- Developments and their applications and effects in 

everyday life. 

 

 

India – Pacific Islands relations: Significance and Challenges – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

India-Pacific Islands relations have become increasingly important in today’s geopolitical 

landscape. These relations are characterised by mutual respect, shared cultural links, and a 

commitment to sustainable development. The strategic significance of this relationship is defined 

by India’s Act East Policy, the Indo-Pacific Vision, and bolstered by the Forum for India-Pacific 

Islands Cooperation (FIPIC). 

However, the engagement faces challenges, notably the increasing influence of global powers like 

China and the US in the region. Balancing geopolitical interests with the islands’ development 

needs and maintaining consistent outreach amidst geographical distances constitute key aspects 

of the evolving relationship. This complex dynamic underlines the significance and challenges of 

India-Pacific Islands relations.   

https://blog.forumias.com/kurukshetra-october-summary-artificial-intelligence-in-agripreneurship-ai-in-agriculture/
https://blog.forumias.com/kurukshetra-october-summary-artificial-intelligence-in-agripreneurship-ai-in-agriculture/
https://blog.forumias.com/yojana-june-summary-artificial-intelligence-and-machine-learning/
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About Pacific Islands 

Source: Research gate 

The Pacific Islands, also known as Pacific Island Countries (PICs), consist of 14 member nations 

including Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua 

New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. With unique challenges 

such as climate change and water scarcity, the PICs are nonetheless rich in culture and natural 

beauty. Currently, they have become a strategic region with increased attention from global 

powers, including India, the US, and China, each vying for influence through security, economic, 

and developmental partnerships. 

Must read: Pacific Small Islands Developing States (PSIDS) 

What are the historic ties between India – Pacific Islands relations? 

Historical background: Historically, the relationship between India and the Pacific Island 

countries (PICs) has been relatively low-key, but cordial. There has been little direct interaction, 

largely due to the vast geographical distance and lack of significant strategic or economic 

interests.   

Shared commonwealth history: Several Pacific Island nations, including Fiji, Papua New 

Guinea, and the Solomon Islands, share a history with India as former British colonies. This 

shared history as part of the British Empire has created commonalities in governmental, legal, 

and educational systems, and has also resulted in English being a widely spoken language in 

these countries.   

Indian diaspora in the Pacific Islands: Significant Indian diaspora communities, especially in 

Fiji, have played a role in building people-to-people ties. The Indian community in Fiji, mostly 

descendants of indentured labourers brought to the islands by the British in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries, constitutes a significant portion of the country’s population.  

 “Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation” (FIPIC): In recent years, the relationship 

between India and the PICs has become more active, notably with the establishment of the Forum 

for IndiaPacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) in 2014. Initiated by India, FIPIC aims to enhance 

India’s engagement with the Pacific Island countries.   

https://blog.forumias.com/pacific-small-islands-developing-states-psids/
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Read more: What is the FIPIC summit that PM Modi attended in Papua New Guinea? 

How India aims to strengthen India – Pacific Islands relations? 

Source: United news of India 

India unveiled a 12-point action plan during the third Forum for India-Pacific Islands 

Cooperation Summit. This highlights the areas of cooperation between India and the Pacific 

Islands. The steps in the action plan include:   

Healthcare infrastructure development: India pledged to boost healthcare infrastructure in 

the islands, with a particular focus on building a 100-bed regional super-speciality hospital in 

Fiji.   

Regional IT and cyber security training hub: To address the growing challenges in the digital 

realm, India plans to establish a regional IT and cybersecurity training hub in Papua New 

Guinea.   

Jaipur foot camps: India promises to organize Jaipur Foot Camps in the region every year, 

helping provide prosthetic limbs to those in need.   

Solar projects: Acknowledging the potential of renewable energy, India intends to implement 

solar projects to assist these nations in their energy requirements.   

Desalination units: To combat water scarcity issues in these islands, India has committed to 

providing desalination units. 

Sea ambulances: Aiming to improve emergency medical services, India plans to provide sea 

ambulances for all 14 Pacific Island countries.   

Dialysis units: As part of healthcare infrastructure improvement, India plans to establish 

dialysis units to help address kidney-related health issues in the region.   

Round-the-clock helpline: To provide immediate assistance and support, India promises to 

establish a 24/7 helpline service.   

Apart from this, India involves a commitment to human-centric development, addressing climate 

change, enhancing trade relations, and facilitating capacity building in these nations.   

Read more: India-US teaming up on Pacific Islands will trouble China. That’s welcome 

https://blog.forumias.com/what-is-the-fipic-summit-that-pm-modi-attended-in-papua-new-guinea/
https://blog.forumias.com/keep-up-pressure-india-us-teaming-up-on-pacific-islands-will-trouble-china-thats-welcome/
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What is the significance of India to Pacific Islands and vice versa?   

Significance of India to Pacific Islands: 

Development partner: India is a crucial development partner for the Pacific Island nations. With 

its human-centric approach, India offers support in critical sectors such as healthcare, IT, and 

climate change. The country’s recent commitment to providing a range of services, from setting 

up a regional super-speciality hospital to the establishment of IT and cybersecurity hubs, 

underlines its important role in facilitating development in these nations.   

Non-indebted aid: India’s approach to providing developmental aid is based on not increasing 

the indebtedness of these nations. This model of cooperation is significant for Pacific Island 

countries, especially given concerns about debt traps associated with some forms of international 

aid.   

Diplomatic balance: India’s increasing engagement with Pacific Island nations helps provide a 

diplomatic balance in the region, particularly given the strategic competition between other major 

powers. 

Significance of Pacific Islands to India 

Strategic positioning: The Pacific Islands hold strategic significance for India due to their 

location. An enhanced presence and improved relations in the region can help India extend its 

influence, especially within the context of the Indo-Pacific discourse.   

Counterbalance to China: With China also actively engaged in the region, India’s involvement 

can serve as a counterbalance. Building stronger ties with the Pacific Islands can help India 

challenge China’s growing influence.   

Partnership in global forums: Pacific Island nations appreciate India for voicing the concerns 

of the Global South at international forums. They can be valuable partners for India in 

multilateral forums, supporting each other on issues of common concern.   

Economic opportunities: The Pacific Islands can offer significant economic opportunities for 

Indian businesses, particularly in sectors such as healthcare, IT, renewable energy, and 

infrastructure development. 

Read more: Explained: What is the US-led ‘Partners in the Blue Pacific’ initiative to 

counter China? 

What are the challenges faced in India – Pacific Islands relations? 

Geographical distance: One of the key challenges faced in India – Pacific Islands relations is the 

significant geographical distance between them. This can lead to complacency and make 

consistent engagement difficult.   

China’s influence: China’s expanding influence in the Pacific region poses a major challenge to 

India. Beijing, with its deep pockets and the world’s largest navy, has been investing heavily in 

the region, which may put India at a disadvantage. It can also lead to strategic security concerns 

for India, particularly if China succeeds in establishing a strong foothold in these islands.   

The approach of the USA: The geopolitical tension between the US and Russia could potentially 

influence India-Pacific Islands relations. The recent US defence and maritime surveillance 

agreement with Papua New Guinea show the US’s intent to counterbalance China in the region. 

This complicates the dynamics of India’s engagement with the Pacific Islands, as it must navigate 

these geopolitical differences while pursuing its own interests.   

Other strategic competitions: The Pacific Islands are becoming a strategic battleground for 

major powers, which could put these nations in a difficult position and potentially strain their 

relations with India. It could turn their attention from developmental issues to power politics, 

which could hinder India’s human-centric approach.   

https://blog.forumias.com/explained-what-is-the-us-led-partners-in-the-blue-pacific-initiative-to-counter-china/
https://blog.forumias.com/explained-what-is-the-us-led-partners-in-the-blue-pacific-initiative-to-counter-china/
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Sustainability of projects: Ensuring the sustainability of development projects is another 

challenge. Given the small size and often remote locations of these islands, ensuring efficient 

implementation and long-term operation of projects can be difficult. 

Must read: The strategic significance of Indo-Pacific region for India 

What should be done to strengthen India – Pacific Islands relations? 

Consistent outreach and engagement: To strengthen relations, India needs to ensure 

consistent and proactive engagement with the Pacific Island Countries (PICs). Regular high-level 

exchanges, both bilaterally and through multilateral forums like the Forum for India Pacific 

Islands Cooperation, should be maintained.   

Follow-through on promises: India needs to deliver on the commitments made to PICs. The 12-

step action plan must be implemented effectively and within specified timelines.   

Economic engagement: India should look to increase its economic engagement with the PICs. 

It can include enhancing trade, investment, and aid, as well as encouraging Indian businesses 

to explore opportunities in the PICs.   

People-to-people ties: Enhancing people-to-people connections can go a long way in 

strengthening the relationship. This can involve exchanges in culture, education, science and 

technology, sports, and more.   

Maritime capacity building: India should also consider helping PICs build their maritime 

capacity, given their geographical nature. This could involve assisting in areas like maritime 

surveillance, disaster management, and protection of Exclusive Economic Zones.   

Cooperation with other major powers: India could consider collaborating with like-minded 

countries, like the US, Australia, and Japan, in their engagement with PICs. This can help 

present a balanced alternative to China’s influence in the region. However, this needs to be done 

carefully, ensuring that the primary interests of PICs are not overshadowed by the strategic 

interests of these major powers.  

Sources: Times of India (Article 1 and Article 2), Hindustan Times (Article 1 and Article 2), 

Indian Express, Eurasian Times, Deccan Herald and Telegraph India. 

Syllabus: GS 2: International Relations: Effect of policies and politics of developed and 

developing countries on India’s interests. 

 

 

Sengol: History and relevance – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The Sengol, a sacred sceptre, traces its roots back to the ancient Chola dynasty in Tamil Nadu, 

where it served as a potent symbol of royal power transfer. However, its significance extends 

beyond mere political authority, representing the ethical-spiritual authority or ‘Dharma Danda’ 

in Indian civilisational tradition. 

Today, its relevance is reignited as the Indian government plans to install the Sengol in the new 

Parliament building, leading to heated debates about its history, authenticity, and symbolism it 

carries in modern India.   

https://blog.forumias.com/answered-examine-the-strategic-significance-of-indo-pacific-region-for-india-also-discuss-how-india-should-tackle-chinese-dominance-in-indo-pacific-region/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-editorials/take-your-pic-indias-outreach-to-pacific-island-countries-is-smart-but-needs-a-lot-of-policy-work-a-larger-navy/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/voices/fipic-and-indias-reach-out-to-the-south-pacific/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/in-the-pacific-islands-an-indian-counter-to-china-101685024897111.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-unveils-action-plan-to-boost-cooperation-with-pacific-island-states-and-counter-china-s-influence-101684782020778.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-and-the-south-pacific-papua-new-guinea-james-marape-narendra-modi-8629395/
https://eurasiantimes.com/exclusive-india-us-challenge-chinese-hegemony-in-indo-pacific/
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/india-s-soft-power-diplomacy-at-pacific-island-nations-1221541.html
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/12-step-action-plan-to-strengthen-indias-partnership-with-pacific-island-nations/cid/1938944
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What is Sengol? 

Source: India Unravelled 

Read here: ‘Sengol’ to be installed in the new parliament: Significance of the sceptre, 

first given to Nehru 

https://blog.forumias.com/sengol-to-be-installed-in-the-new-parliament-significance-of-the-sceptre-first-given-to-nehru/
https://blog.forumias.com/sengol-to-be-installed-in-the-new-parliament-significance-of-the-sceptre-first-given-to-nehru/
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What is the significance of Sengol in Indian history? 

Source: News9 

Symbol of royal power transfer: In the history of the Chola dynasty the Sengol played a crucial 

role as a symbolic instrument for the transfer of power from one king to another. This practice 
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was carried out by the Rajaguru, or the court priest, signifying divine approval for the new 

monarch.   

Spiritual authority: In Indian culture, kings and queens were not considered as the ultimate 

authority. The Sengol, symbolizing the Dharma Danda, was used to remind the monarchs that 

the highest authority was Dharma, the ethical and spiritual order. During coronation rituals, the 

priest would use the Sengol to assert that Dharma, not the king, held the ultimate power to 

punish.   

The historical symbol of independence: The Sengol held a special place in the history of India’s 

independence. In 1947, it was used in a ceremony to symbolize the transfer of power from the 

British to the first Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru. The act signified the beginning of 

self-governance and the transfer of power to the people of India.   

Present-day significance: Today, the Sengol continues to hold relevance in the political 

symbolism of India. The recent decision of the Indian government to install the Sengol in the new 

Parliament building underlines its continued importance as a representation of India’s ethical 

and spiritual governance. This is seen as a reflection of the value India places on Dharma and 

the principles it stands for.   

What are the arguments supporting the installation of Sengol in Parliament? 

Symbol of democratic power transfer: One of the arguments supporting the installation of the 

Sengol in Parliament is its historical symbolism of power transfer. The installation of this symbol 

in Parliament is seen as a continuation of this tradition, signifying the democratic power 

transition that happens in Parliament.   

Representation of Indian civilizational tradition: The Sengol is also representative of Indian 

civilizational tradition, wherein it signified the Dharma Danda, the ethical-spiritual authority. 

Installing it in Parliament could serve as a constant reminder to lawmakers of their duty to 

uphold Dharma, or ethical righteousness, in their service to the nation.   

Assertion of the prime minister’s authority: India’s decision to install the Sengol is seen as 

an assertion of the Prime Minister’s authority, who represents not just his political party but the 

entire nation. The Sengol, symbolizing power, reinforces the Prime Minister’s role as the country’s 

leader.   

Historical continuity and national pride: The installation of Sengol in Parliament can also be 

viewed as an act of historical continuity and a reaffirmation of national pride. The Sengol’s 

presence in the Parliament building would serve as a link to India’s past, reminding present and 

future generations of India’s rich cultural and historical heritage.   

What are the arguments of critics against the installation of Sengol in Parliament? 

Questioning the prime minister’s authority: The opposition members have argued that the 

Prime Minister has no authority to inaugurate the new parliament and thereby question the 

decision to install the Sengol. They suggest that this act might be perceived as a unilateral 

decision rather than a democratic one.   

Disputes over the Sengol’s historicity: Some regional political party members have raised 

questions about the authenticity of the story surrounding the Sengol. They contend that before 

making such a significant decision, the historicity of the Sengol should be thoroughly vetted and 

agreed upon.   

Possible misinterpretation of symbolism: There’s a concern that the Sengol, which historically 

represents the transfer of power and Dharma, might be misinterpreted or exploited for political 

purposes. Critics argue that its sacred symbolism could be diminished or altered when installed 

in a political environment like Parliament.   

Disagreement over religious symbolism in secular spaces: Given the Sengol’s religious 

connotations and India’s status as a secular nation, some critics oppose its installation in 
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Parliament. They suggest that it might blur the lines between religion and state, potentially 

conflicting with the principle of secularism.   

What are similar global and local examples like Sengol and their reasons behind it? 

Royal sceptres in Western monarchies: In Western civilizations, especially in countries like 

Norway, Sweden, and the UK, the sceptre has been a part of royal regalia dating back to the 

times of the Greek and Mesopotamian civilizations. It represents the sovereignty and authority 

of the monarch. An example was seen as recently as in September 2022, when a sceptre was 

placed on the coffin of Queen Elizabeth II, and again at the coronation of King Charles.   

Local Indian examples of similar symbols  

Dharma Danda: This is another example of a symbolic sceptre used in Indian tradition. During 

coronation rituals, the king, after formally ascending the throne, would proclaim his impunity, 

to which the priest would respond by patting the king’s crown with the Dharma Danda, signifying 

that Dharma, the ethical-spiritual order, has the power to punish the king. The Sengol 

represented this tradition of the Dharma Danda.   

Symbols of power in other Indian kingdoms: There are numerous examples of symbols of 

power and authority used in other Indian kingdoms. For instance, the Pallavas and Pandyas had 

their own unique symbols of power, though these might not have been identical to the Sengol. 

These symbols served a similar purpose, representing the transfer of power and the authority of 

the ruler.   

What should be done? 

Understanding the symbolism: It is crucial to comprehend the Sengol’s significance as a symbol 

of the Dharma Danda or the ethical-spiritual authority, rather than viewing it merely as a relic 

or a symbol of political authority. The narrative should pivot around the Sengol’s rich heritage 

and its significance in the civilisational tradition.   

Respect for democratic processes: The objections raised by opposition parties should be 

addressed within the democratic framework, respecting all opinions. After all, the Parliament is 

a representative body, and any significant decision like this should ideally be taken in a 

democratic manner.   

Public awareness and engagement: Lastly, the public should be educated about the history 

and significance of the Sengol. This will ensure an informed discussion around its installation in 

the Parliament, leading to a decision that respects the sentiments of the majority while upholding 

the historical and cultural heritage of the country.  

Sources: Indian Express (Article 1, Article 2 and Article 3), The Times of India (Article 1 and 

Article 2), The Hindu (Article 1 and Article 2), News 18, Hindustan Times and The Wire 

Syllabus: GS 1: Art & Culture: Salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture from 

ancient to modern times. 

 

New Parliament building – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

The recently inaugurated new Parliament building is a remarkable achievement and a symbol of 

the nation’s progress. It stands alongside the old Parliament House, embodying the aspirations 

and pride of the Indian people. 

With increased seating capacity, advanced technology, and a blend of modernity and cultural 

heritage, the new building reflects India’s commitment to democracy and sustainability. It 

showcases impressive artwork, green building practices, and accessibility for all. This 

architectural marvel signifies a new era in India’s legislative journey.   

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/the-sengol-in-parliament-will-be-a-symbol-of-the-rule-of-dharma-8631172/
https://indianexpress.com/videos/news-video/what-did-congress-say-about-sengol-being-symbol-of-transfer-of-power-how-did-bjp-respond-2/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/sengol-sacred-sceptre-new-parliament-8630833/
https://epaper.timesgroup.com/article-share?article=27_05_2023_024_009_cap_TOI
https://m.timesofindia.com/india/why-sengol-was-marked-as-walking-stick-in-museum-says-annamalai/articleshow/100540779.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sengol-evidence-thin-on-governments-claims-about-the-sceptre/article66894055.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/inspired-by-cholas-handed-over-by-british-to-nehru-historic-sengol-to-be-installed-in-new-parliament-building/article66888185.ece
https://www.news18.com/india/tamil-kings-sacrificed-their-lives-to-save-reputation-of-sengol-says-historian-7917403.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/pm-narendra-modi-install-sengol-sceptre-in-new-parliament-building-101684948671420.html
https://thewire.in/history/the-many-holes-in-the-union-governments-claims-around-the-sengol
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About the history of the New Parliament building 

July 2012: The need for a new Parliament building is proposed by the office of the then Lok 

Sabha Speaker, Meira Kumar. The existing building is deemed inadequate to meet the 

requirements of a growing democracy.   

2020: The Central Vista redevelopment project, which includes the construction of a new 

Parliament building, is approved by the government. The project aims to revitalize the central 

administrative area of New Delhi.  

 In 2020: A petition was filed in the Delhi High Court challenging the Central Vista 

Redevelopment Project. Later, the Supreme Court transferred to itself the case from the Delhi 

High Court in “larger public interest”.  

Dec 2020: The foundation stone for the new Parliament building is laid by Prime Minister.   

In January 2021: A SC bench, by 2:1 majority, upheld the approvals and clearances granted 

for the Central Vista Project.   

May 2023: The new Parliament building is completed and dedicated to the nation by Prime 

Minister. The inauguration ceremony takes place, marking the 75th year of India’s Independence.   

What is the need for the New Parliament building? 

Insufficient seating space for MPs: The current Parliament House was not designed to 

accommodate a bicameral legislature for a full-fledged democracy. The Central Hall can only seat 

440 persons, which becomes a significant issue during Joint Sessions. Inadequate space for 

movement also poses a security risk.   

Distressed infrastructure: Over time, modifications and additions to the existing building have 

led to issues such as water seepage, impacting aesthetics. The inclusion of services like water 

supply, sewer lines, air conditioning, fire safety equipment, and CCTV cameras has created 

challenges. Fire safety, in particular, is a major concern.   

Outdated communication structures: The communication infrastructure and technology in 

the current Parliament House are outdated. Additionally, the acoustics of the halls require 

improvement.   

Safety concerns: The current Parliament building was constructed when Delhi was in Seismic 

Zone-II. However, it is now located in Seismic Zone-IV, raising structural safety concerns.   

Inadequate workspace for employees: Inner service corridors have been converted into offices 

over the years, resulting in poor-quality workspaces. Some of these workspaces have been further 

divided to accommodate additional workers, making them even smaller.   

https://blog.forumias.com/central-vista-project-what-are-the-benefits-and-issues-associated-to-it/
https://blog.forumias.com/central-vista-judgment-issue-of-public-participation-in-public-projects/
https://blog.forumias.com/central-vista-judgment-issue-of-public-participation-in-public-projects/
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What are the main features of the New Parliament building? 

 
Source: Gulf News 

Constitutional Hall: The building includes a state-of-the-art Constitutional Hall, emphasizing 

the importance of Indian citizens in the democratic process.   

Modern facilities: The new building offers secure and efficient office spaces equipped with the 

latest communication technology. It features large committee rooms with advanced audio-visual 

equipment and provides an enhanced library experience.   

Environmentally sustainable: The new Parliament building is designed as a “Platinum-rated 

Green Building,” demonstrating India’s commitment to environmental sustainability.   

Reflecting Indian heritage: The building showcases the vibrance and diversity of modern India 

by incorporating cultural and regional arts and crafts, serving as an embodiment of Indian 

heritage.   
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What are the arguments supporting the development of the New Parliament building? 

 
Source: Gulf News 

Infrastructure and technological upgrades: The new Parliament building addresses issues of 

inadequate seating capacity, office space, and outdated infrastructure in the old building. It 

incorporates state-of-the-art facilities, advanced communication systems, and electronic 

surveillance for improved functionality and efficiency.   

Enhanced legislative proceedings: The new building provides well-engineered acoustics, a 

digitized voting system, and modern audiovisual systems to facilitate effective legislative 

proceedings. It ensures a more conducive environment for debates, discussions, and decision-

making on matters of national importance.   

Increased seating capacity: The new Parliament building can accommodate a larger number of 

Members of Parliament (MPs) and offers expanded seating capacity in both the Lok Sabha and 

Rajya Sabha chambers. This allows for a future increase in the number of MPs after the 

delimitation process.   

Safety and security: The new building addresses safety concerns, particularly related to seismic 

safety and fire safety, ensuring the well-being of MPs and staff. It incorporates modern safety 

measures and infrastructure to mitigate risks and provide a secure environment for 

parliamentary activities.   

Improved workspace and amenities: The new Parliament building offers improved workspaces 

for MPs, with well-designed offices and facilities. It provides better amenities, including 

comfortable seating, technological advancements, and dedicated spaces for meetings, 

committees, and libraries.   

Symbolic and cultural significance: The new building represents the aspirations, pride, and 

culture of the Indian nation, embodying a sense of civilizational continuity. It showcases artwork, 

installations, and murals that celebrate India’s heritage, diversity, and achievements.   

National pride and symbolism: The development of the new Parliament building is seen as a 

matter of national pride and a representation of India’s progress in the 21st century. It signifies 

India’s determination, resilience, and its commitment to democratic values and good governance.  

Read more: Functioning of Parliament: Challenges and way forward – Explained, 

pointwise 

What are critics’ arguments against the construction of the New Parliament building? 

Cost and allocation of resources: Critics raise concerns about the substantial cost associated 

with constructing the new Parliament building, including expenses for interior decoration and 

https://blog.forumias.com/functioning-of-parliament-challenges-and-way-forward/
https://blog.forumias.com/functioning-of-parliament-challenges-and-way-forward/
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artwork. They argue that these funds could have been utilized for more pressing needs, such as 

healthcare, education, or infrastructure development.   

Lack of public consultation: The opposition express discontent over the lack of public 

consultation or involvement in the decision-making process regarding the construction of the 

new Parliament building. They argue that such a significant project should have involved broader 

discussions and considerations of public opinion.   

Symbolism and controversial dates: Political analysts criticize the choice of the date and 

occasion for the inauguration of the new Parliament building, citing concerns about symbolism 

and the perceived prioritization of specific ideologies. They contend that a more inclusive and 

secular approach should have been taken to avoid potential controversies and division.   

Superstition and cultural appropriateness: A well-known architect questions the decision-

making process based on superstitious beliefs, such as adherence to Vastu regulations or the 

choice of an auspicious date, rather than pragmatic considerations. They argue that such 

decisions should be guided by practicality, inclusivity, and respect for diverse perspectives.   

Public access and transparency: Some critics express concerns about limited public access to 

the new Parliament building and suggest that it could have been inaugurated as an open house, 

allowing citizens to explore and engage with the democratic institution.   

Legacy and significance of the old building: Critics emphasize the historical and cultural 

significance of the old Parliament House and argue that its retirement to secondary functions 

diminishes its legacy. They contend that preserving the old building as a symbol of India’s 

democratic journey would have been a more appropriate approach.   

What are the advantages associated with the development process of the New Parliament 

building? 

Economic Boost: The construction of the new Parliament building contributes to economic 

growth by stimulating the construction industry. It boosted local and national economies.   

Infrastructure Development: The new Parliament building is a significant addition to India’s 

infrastructure. It showcases the country’s commitment to modernity and progress, attracting 

attention and potential investments from domestic and international stakeholders. It serves as 

an iconic landmark that enhances the overall image and reputation of the nation.   

Job Creation: The construction and subsequent functioning of the new Parliament building 

created employment opportunities across various sectors. From architects, engineers, and 

construction workers to maintenance staff, administrative personnel, and security personnel, it 

generates a diverse range of jobs that contribute to livelihoods and economic stability.   

Tourism and Cultural Impact: The new Parliament building serves as a tourist attraction and 

a reflection of India’s cultural heritage. Its design, artwork, and integration of regional arts and 

crafts draw visitors, both domestic and international, stimulating tourism and promoting 

cultural exchange. This, in turn, generates revenue and supports local businesses in the 

hospitality and tourism sectors.   

Read more: Parliamentary debates: Significance, issues and the way forward – Explained, 

pointwise 

What should be done? 

Public consultation and transparency: To address concerns about public involvement and 

transparency, it would be beneficial to engage in open discussions and consultations with the 

public regarding significant projects like the construction of the Parliament Building.   

Preservation and renovation: Considering the historical and cultural significance of the old 

Parliament House, exploring options for its preservation and renovation should be considered.   

https://blog.forumias.com/parliamentary-debates-significance-issues-and-way-ahead-explained-pointwise/
https://blog.forumias.com/parliamentary-debates-significance-issues-and-way-ahead-explained-pointwise/
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The balance between tradition and modernity: Striking a balance between preserving heritage 

and incorporating modern elements can be achieved through architectural designs that reflect 

India’s rich cultural diversity while embracing technological advancements.   

Emphasize public engagement: To foster a sense of ownership and connection with the 

democratic institution, provisions should be made to allow more public access to the Parliament 

building, such as guided tours or designated areas for public observation during sessions.  

Sources: Times of India (Article 1 and Article 2), The Hindu, Indian Express (Article 1 and 

Article 2), PIB, Live Law and Hindustan Times 

Syllabus: GS 1: Art & Culture: Salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture from 

ancient to modern times. 

 

Violence against healthcare professionals – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

Violence against healthcare professionals is a concerning issue that poses significant challenges 

to the healthcare system and the well-being of those who dedicate their lives to saving others. 

Recent incidents highlight the urgency of addressing this problem. For instance, the murder of 

a young doctor in Kerala and the alarming statistics of violence faced by doctors in India 

emphasize the need for immediate action. 

Healthcare professionals, including doctors, nurses, and paramedics, endure physical, verbal, 

and psychological abuse, impacting their safety, mental health, and ability to provide quality 

care. It is essential to understand and address the factors contributing to this violence to ensure 

a safe and secure healthcare environment for all. 

What are the various types of Violence against healthcare professionals? 

Physical Violence: The doctors are physically attacked by patients or their relatives in hospitals.  

Verbal Abuse: It involves the use of offensive, threatening, or derogatory language towards 

healthcare professionals. For instance, nurses are subjected to verbal insults and threats by 

agitated patients or their family members.  

Psychological Intimidation: This form of violence includes psychological tactics to instil fear or 

distress in healthcare professionals. For example, doctors are subjected to constant harassment 

or psychological manipulation by colleagues or superiors.  

Sexual Harassment: It involves unwelcome sexual advances, comments, or behaviour directed 

at healthcare professionals. For instance, female healthcare workers face unwanted sexual 

advances from patients or colleagues.  

Cyberbullying: This refers to the use of electronic communication to harass or intimidate 

healthcare professionals. For example, doctors receive online threats or being subjected to online 

defamation through social media platforms.  

Damage to Property: It involves deliberate destruction or vandalism of healthcare facilities or 

the personal belongings of healthcare professionals. For instance, equipment or vehicles 

belonging to medical staff are being vandalized by angry patients or their relatives. 

Why do healthcare professionals face violence? 

Frustration and Anger: Patients or their family members may experience frustration and anger 

due to various reasons, such as long wait times, unfavourable treatment outcomes, or 

dissatisfaction with the healthcare system. This can lead to violent outbursts towards healthcare 

professionals, as seen in cases where doctors are physically attacked by patients or their 

relatives.  

Lack of Awareness and Miscommunication: In some instances, patients or their attendants 

may not fully understand the complexities of medical conditions or treatment plans, leading to 

https://epaper.timesgroup.com/article-share?article=29_05_2023_018_017_cap_TOI
https://epaper.timesgroup.com/article-share?article=29_05_2023_018_011_cap_TOI
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/new-parliament-building-is-dotted-with-installations-murals-and-artworks/article66904956.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/indias-new-parliament-and-why-it-is-needed-8632565/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/pm-modi-new-parliament-inauguration-8633812/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1927866
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/new-parliament-building-court-litigations-supreme-court-delhi-high-court-229614
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/new-parliament-building-narendra-modi-timeline-costs-incurred-employment-generated-101685198974352.html
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miscommunication or unrealistic expectations. This can result in confrontations or verbal abuse 

towards healthcare professionals who are perceived as not meeting their expectations.  

Inadequate Resources and Infrastructure: Insufficient resources, overcrowded hospitals, and 

long waiting periods can contribute to patient frustration. When healthcare professionals are 

unable to provide immediate attention or the desired level of care due to resource limitations, it 

can escalate tensions and increase the likelihood of violence.  

Emotional Distress and Mental Health Issues: The emotional strain and burnout doctors 

experience can impact their interactions with patients, potentially triggering confrontations or 

aggression.  

Lack of Security Measures: Insufficient security personnel, lack of surveillance systems, or 

easily accessible areas can increase the risk of physical assaults or damage to property.  

What are the impacts of violence against healthcare professionals? 

Source: Cureus 

Physical Harm and Injuries: Acts of violence can result in physical harm and injuries to 

healthcare professionals. For example, doctors being physically assaulted by patients or their 

attendants may suffer from bruises, fractures, or more severe injuries.  

Psychological Trauma: Healthcare professionals who experience violence may endure long-

lasting psychological trauma. Verbal abuse, threats, or witnessing violent incidents can lead to 

anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and other mental health issues.  

Fear and Emotional Distress: Violence creates a pervasive atmosphere of fear and emotional 

distress among healthcare professionals. The constant threat of violence can lead to heightened 

stress levels, impacting their job satisfaction, and personal well-being.  

Impaired Quality of Care: When healthcare workers are operating under fear and stress, it may 

affect their decision-making abilities, concentration, and overall performance, ultimately 

compromising patient care.  

Retention and Recruitment Challenges: If healthcare professionals do not feel safe and 

supported in their workplaces, they may choose to leave the profession or avoid working in high-

risk areas, resulting in a shortage of skilled healthcare workers.  
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Deterioration of Doctor-Patient Relationship: Violence creates a hostile environment, leading 

to strained doctor-patient relationships and hindering effective communication and 

collaboration.  

What are legal provisions focused on reducing violence against healthcare professionals? 

Source: MygovIndia 

Amendments to Existing Acts: The government have introduced amendments to existing acts 

to enhance legal protection for healthcare professionals. For example, the Epidemic Diseases 

(Amendment) Ordinance in India made violence against doctors during the COVID-19 pandemic 

a cognizable and non-bailable offence, imposing fines and jail terms on offenders.  

State-Level Laws: Several states have enacted their own laws to address violence against 

healthcare professionals. These laws provide specific provisions to deter and punish 

perpetrators. For instance, Kerala introduced the Kerala Healthcare Service Persons and 
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Healthcare Service Institutions (Prevention of Violence and Damage to Property) Act, 2012, which 

aims to protect healthcare workers and impose stricter penalties on those committing violence.  

Proposed Central Legislation: Efforts have been made to introduce comprehensive central 

legislation to combat violence against healthcare professionals. In 2019, the Indian government 

proposed the Healthcare Service Personnel and Clinical Establishments (Prohibition of Violence 

and Damage to Property) Bill, which aimed to make violence against doctors a non-bailable 

offence with stringent penalties. However, the bill was later withdrawn.  

Inclusion of Healthcare Workers: Legal provisions have been expanded to include a broader 

range of healthcare workers for protection against violence. The Kerala government’s ordinance, 

for example, extended protection to paramedical students, security guards, managerial staff, and 

other health workers, in addition to registered medical practitioners and nurses.  

Fast-Track Courts: To ensure timely justice and expedite the trial process, the establishment of 

fast-track courts dedicated to handling cases of violence against healthcare professionals has 

been proposed. These courts aim to prioritize and speed up the legal proceedings, providing swift 

justice to victims.  

What are the challenges in reducing violence against healthcare professionals?  

Lack of Awareness and Reporting: One of the significant challenges is the underreporting of 

incidents of violence. Healthcare professionals may hesitate to report violence due to fear of 

repercussions or a belief that it will not lead to any substantial action. This lack of reporting 

hinders the accurate assessment of the problem and limits the implementation of effective 

measures.  

Inadequate Legal Framework: Despite efforts to introduce laws and amendments, the legal 

framework may still be insufficient to address the complex nature of violence against healthcare 

professionals. Existing laws may lack clarity, have weak enforcement mechanisms, or fail to 

cover all types of violence and their specific contexts.   

Variations in State Laws: The presence of different laws across states can create inconsistencies 

and challenges in effectively combating violence. In states without specific laws or with weaker 

provisions, healthcare professionals may face greater vulnerability to violence.   

Delayed Justice and Low Conviction Rates: The slow judicial process and low conviction rates 

for perpetrators of violence against healthcare professionals pose significant challenges. Delays 

in legal proceedings can discourage victims and undermine the deterrence effect of legal 

provisions.  

Inadequate Security Measures: Healthcare settings may lack adequate security measures to 

protect healthcare professionals from potential violence. Insufficient security personnel, lack of 

training, and ineffective security infrastructure can contribute to an unsafe environment.  

What should be done? 

Enact Comprehensive Legislation: This legislation should include strict penalties for offenders 

and provide comprehensive protection for healthcare workers. For example, Congress MP urged 

the Indian government to reintroduce a comprehensive central law to check violence against 

healthcare professionals.  

Strengthen Implementation of Existing Laws: This includes ensuring prompt and effective 

investigation of reported incidents, holding perpetrators accountable, and providing support to 

victims. The legal provisions should be actively enforced to create a deterrent effect  

Improve Reporting Mechanisms: This can involve creating confidential reporting systems, 

whistleblower protections, and channels for reporting to law enforcement agencies. Encouraging 

reporting helps in generating accurate data and taking appropriate action against perpetrators.  
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Enhance Security Measures: This may include deploying trained security personnel, installing 

surveillance systems, and adopting access control measures. Creating a safe working 

environment is essential to prevent and deter acts of violence.  

Promote Awareness and Education: It should be launched to address the underlying causes of 

violence against healthcare professionals. This includes promoting understanding of the vital 

role healthcare workers play, debunking misconceptions, and fostering respect for healthcare 

providers. Such initiatives can be conducted through media campaigns, community engagement, 

and educational programs.  

Provide Support Services: This can include counselling services, helplines, and access to 

mental health support. Additionally, providing training on conflict resolution, de-escalation 

techniques and self-defence can empower healthcare professionals to handle challenging 

situations effectively.  

Collaboration and Stakeholder Engagement: It requires collaboration between various 

stakeholders, including government bodies, healthcare organizations, professional associations, 

and law enforcement agencies. Working together, these stakeholders can develop comprehensive 

strategies, share best practices, and advocate for the safety and well-being of healthcare 

professionals.  

Sources: The Hindu, NLM, Lancet, Forbes, The Wire, Indian Express, Deccan Herald, Herald 

Goa and Indian Express 

Syllabus: GS 2: Social Justice: Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Health 

 

 

[Yojana May 2023 Summary] Potential of India’s EdTech sector – Explained, pointwise 

 

Introduction 

Since a decade, Education Technology or EdTech, as it is popularly known, and its potential to 

provide affordable learning at scale have been a matter of discussion in academic and policy 

circles. In recent years, news about India’s EdTech sector startups raising billions has hit the 

headlines. Hence, it is important to understand its nuances, potential, challenges, and impact 

in nurturing the largest student base.   

https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-ws/th/th_delhi/issues/37823/OPS/G6DB9QSC1.1+GN4B9RMVI.1.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7531183/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lansea/article/PIIS2772-3682(22)00080-4/fulltext
https://www.forbes.com/sites/coronavirusfrontlines/2022/09/01/violence-against-healthcare-workers-is-at-an-all-time-high-heres-how-workplaces-can-keep-them-safe/
https://thewire.in/health/behind-the-violence-against-healthcare-workers-in-india-lies-a-failed-system
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/kerala/doctor-murder-kerala-cabinet-ordinance-amend-healthcare-service-law-8614254/
https://www.deccanherald.com/assembly-election-2019/shashi-tharoor-demands-law-to-check-incidents-of-violence-against-healthcare-professionals-1190769.html
https://www.heraldgoa.in/Edit/Violence-against-healthcare-workers-an-unresolved-medicolegal-issue/202172
https://www.heraldgoa.in/Edit/Violence-against-healthcare-workers-an-unresolved-medicolegal-issue/202172
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/doctors-not-protected-enough-tharoor-asks-govt-to-re-introduce-bill-it-withdrew-in-2019-8442979/
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What is EdTech? 

Source: Jobhero 

EdTech, or Education Technology, refers to the use of the Information and Communications 

Technology (ICT) ecosystem to enhance teaching and learning. It includes the use of 

smartphones, apps, and online platforms to make education more accessible, affordable, and 

engaging. EdTech allows students to learn at their own pace and provides access to quality 

teachers and resources, regardless of location or learning abilities. It has the potential to 

transform education by offering personalized learning experiences and improving educational 

outcomes for students.   

What are the key growth drivers of India’s EdTech sector? 

Demographic dividend: Large student population and increasing enrollment rates create a 

significant market for EdTech. For instance, with over 300 million students in K-12 and around 

40 million students in higher education, there is immense potential for EdTech to reach and 

impact a large number of learners. 

Expansion of digital infrastructure: Initiatives like the National Broadband Mission, Digital 

India, and BharatNet have significantly expanded digital infrastructure in the country. This has 

improved internet connectivity, making it easier for EdTech platforms to reach remote areas and 

provide online education to students across the country.   

Increased Internet and Smartphone users: The rise in the number of Internet users and 

smartphone users in India has created a large user base for EdTech platforms. With over 932 

million internet users and 931 million smartphone users, EdTech has the potential to reach a 

vast number of students and provide them with quality education through digital platforms.   

Affordable mobile data rates: India has one of the cheapest mobile data rates globally, with 1 

GB costing only Rs 14. This affordability has made internet access more accessible to a wider 
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population, enabling students from diverse backgrounds to access online educational resources 

and benefit from EdTech platforms.   

Decreasing smartphone prices: Over the last decade, there has been a significant drop in 

smartphone prices in India. The average selling price has decreased by around 12%. This 

affordability has made smartphones more accessible to students, allowing them to access EdTech 

apps and platforms for learning purposes.   

Government initiatives: Programs like SWAYAM, DIKSHA, and the introduction of the National 

Digital University (NDU) support the growth of digital education. Such as, SWAYAM provides free 

online courses from the best universities, allowing students to access quality education at no 

cost.   

Pandemic-led behavioural Changes: The COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the adoption of 

online education and increased the demand for EdTech solutions.   

Increased funding: EdTech has attracted significant investments from venture capitalists and 

private equity firms, enabling companies to expand their offerings and reach a larger user base.   

Read more: India’s edtech ecosystem: Let our learning curve be hybrid, holistic and 

hyper-personalized 

What are the potential benefits of India’s EdTech sector?  

Source: The ASEAN post 

https://blog.forumias.com/indias-edtech-ecosystem-let-our-learning-curve-be-hybrid-holistic-and-hyper-personalized/
https://blog.forumias.com/indias-edtech-ecosystem-let-our-learning-curve-be-hybrid-holistic-and-hyper-personalized/
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Learning while playing: Gamified techniques in EdTech make learning fun and interactive. For 

example, educational games that teach math concepts through puzzles and challenges.   

Classes anywhere and anytime: EdTech allows students to access classes and educational 

resources remotely. Like, online learning platforms that offer recorded lectures and interactive 

lessons accessible 24/7.   

Access to quality teachers: EdTech enables students to learn from experienced and qualified 

teachers, regardless of their location.   

Engaging learning experience: EdTech incorporates interactive elements into the curriculum, 

enhancing student engagement. Such as interactive simulations and virtual labs that allow 

students to explore and experiment in a virtual environment.   

Personalized learning: EdTech platforms can adapt to individual student needs and provide 

personalized learning experiences. Like, adaptive learning software that adjusts the difficulty 

level of questions based on a student’s performance.   

Improved administrative tasks: EdTech tools automate administrative tasks, saving time and 

effort for teachers. For example, classroom management software assists in grading assignments 

and organizing student records.   

Enhanced collaboration and communication: For instance, online discussion boards and 

video conferencing tools for group projects and virtual classrooms. Access to diverse educational 

resources: EdTech platforms offer a wide range of educational materials, including e-books, 

videos, and interactive tutorials.   

What are the challenges faced by India’s EdTech sector? 

Source: Tatvasoft 

Access and infrastructure disparities: Unequal access to technology and internet connectivity 

among students, particularly in rural or underserved areas, can hinder the widespread adoption 

of EdTech. 

Digital literacy and skills gap: Students, teachers, and parents may face challenges in adapting 

to and effectively utilizing EdTech tools and platforms due to a lack of digital literacy and skills.   
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Equity and inclusion: Ensuring equitable access to EdTech resources and opportunities for all 

students, including those from marginalized communities, is a challenge.   

Data privacy and security: Protecting sensitive student data and ensuring the security of online 

platforms and systems is a critical concern in EdTech implementation.   

Teacher training and professional development: Providing adequate training and professional 

development opportunities for teachers to effectively integrate EdTech into their teaching 

practices can be challenging.   

Psychological and social effects of online education: Lack of face-to-face interaction and 

socialization opportunities in online education can impact students’ mental health and social 

skills. For instance, students may experience feelings of isolation or struggle to develop 

interpersonal skills without in-person interactions.   

Perception of parents: Some parents may have reservations about the effectiveness and 

reliability of EdTech compared to traditional classroom-based education. Such as concerns about 

the quality of instruction or the ability to provide holistic learning experiences may lead parents 

to prefer traditional education methods.   

Pupil-teacher ratio: Maintaining a low pupil-teacher ratio in online education programs is 

essential to ensure personalized attention and support for students. For example, limited teacher 

availability and the challenge of providing individualized guidance to a large number of students 

in virtual classrooms.   

Read more: Edtech’s teachable moment 

How India’s EdTech sector will evolve in future? 

Personalized learning experiences: Advancements in Artificial Intelligence (AI) can enable 

EdTech platforms to provide individualized learning experiences for students. AI algorithms can 

adapt to student’s learning styles, pace, and preferences, delivering customized content and 

recommendations. This can lead to more efficient and effective learning, catering to the unique 

needs of each student.   

Integration of emerging technologies: EdTech is likely to incorporate emerging technologies 

such as Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented Reality (AR), and Mixed Reality (MR) to create immersive 

and engaging learning environments. 

Blended learning approaches: This approach combines traditional classroom instruction with 

digital resources and platforms, offering a hybrid learning experience.   

Lifelong learning and skill development: Online platforms and courses will cater to 

professionals seeking continuing education and individuals acquiring new skills to adapt to 

changing job market requirements.   

Data-driven insights and analytics: EdTech’s future will likely involve leveraging data analytics 

to gain insights into student performance, learning patterns, and areas of improvement.   

Collaboration and global connections: EdTech will continue to facilitate collaboration and 

global connections among students, educators, and experts. Virtual classrooms, online 

discussion forums, and collaborative projects will promote cross-cultural exchanges and 

knowledge sharing.   

Focus on future Skills: EdTech will increasingly emphasize the development of future skills, 

such as critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, and digital literacy. Adaptive learning 

platforms can incorporate these skills into their curriculum and assessments, preparing 

students for the demands of the 21st-century workforce. 

Read more: Technology can democratise education 

https://blog.forumias.com/edtechs-teachable-moment/
https://blog.forumias.com/technology-can-democratise-education/
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What should be done? 

Continue investing in improving digital infrastructure: Such as internet connectivity and 

network coverage, particularly in remote and underserved areas. Government initiatives should 

focus on bridging the digital divide to ensure equitable access to EdTech resources for all 

students.   

Promote digital literacy and skills: Incorporate digital literacy programs into school curricula 

and provide training for students, teachers, and parents on effectively using EdTech tools and 

platforms.   

Collaborate with stakeholders: Foster collaboration between educational institutions, EdTech 

providers, policymakers, and parents to create a shared vision and effective implementation 

strategies.   

Continuous teacher training and support: Provide comprehensive training and professional 

development programs for teachers to effectively integrate EdTech into their teaching practices. 

Support teachers in adapting to new technologies, designing engaging online learning 

experiences, and utilizing data analytics to personalize instruction.   

Ensure data privacy and security: Establish robust data privacy policies and guidelines to 

protect sensitive student information and ensure secure online platforms. Regularly assess and 

update security measures to maintain the integrity and confidentiality of student data.   

Promote research on the impact and effectiveness of EdTech: Conduct evaluations to 

measure the outcomes and benefits of EdTech implementations, identifying areas of 

improvement and best practices.  

Source: Yojana 
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