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Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of June, (First Week) 2023

Critically analyze the current state of railroad safety in India. What steps can be
taken to improve this situation?

Translocation of big cats is being experimented with as a measure to decongest
national parks. Explain this concept and discuss the arguments for and against this
practice presented by foresters and conservationists.

Critically examine the significance of lateral entry in the Indian civil services.

The collapse of infrastructural projects across India, including bridges and roads,
indicates a significant quality control issue. Discuss the reasons for such incidents
and suggest measures to ensure structural safety in infrastructure projects.

The rapid scale and pace of development of technology have radically and
disruptively transformed our societies and daily lives. Discuss the challenges that
technology poses to the traditional notion of a nation-state.

Highlight the role of states and the need for a state-level framework in India’s
energy transition.

Critically evaluate the effectiveness of the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme in boosting India’s domestic manufacturing and exports.

Discuss the history of insurgency and violence in Manipur. How have these
historical factors influenced the current situation in the state?

Compare and contrast the electricity regulation model in the United Kingdom
during the early 1990s with the model proposed in India following the Electricity
Act 2003. Why was full deregulation deemed unsuitable for India?

Discuss the policy challenges posed by the balance between technological
advancements and the harmful effects of AI. How does generative AI contribute to
these challenges?
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1. Critically analyze the current state of railroad safety in India. What steps can be
taken to improve this situation?

Introduction: What is the recent incident regarding rail safety
Body: Explain reason for rail accidents and what steps could be taken to improve it.
Conclusion: Conclude with a positive statement.

The current state of railroad safety was once again in the news following the recent incident
of rail derailment in Balasore, Odisha which resulted in the tragic loss of lives of many people.
The number of railroad accidents and people dying from these incidents has steadily
increased over the years and such incidents account for 8% of total accidental deaths in
India. A government railway safety report for 2019-20 found derailments were responsible for
70% of railway accidents, up from 68% the previous year.

What are the reasons for rail accidents?

o Effect of temperature: Rail tracks undergo expansion in summer and contraction in
winter which requires regular maintenance, and onsite inspection.

e Tracks maintenance: This is a major reason for the derailment of trains. Various
reports have found that there is a continuous need to assess the geometrical and
structural conditions of the tracks.

¢ Human Error: There have been reports of bad driving and overspeeding in cases of
derailments.

e Mechanical reason: It has been found that more than a third of derailments have
been due to poor structures of coaches and wagons.

e Signal System error: The recent incident in Balasore highlights the error in electronic
signaling which was responsible for sending wrong signals to change tracks.

What steps can be taken to improve the situation?

e Kavach System: This is an automated accident prevention system that works by
applying brakes automatically even if a driver fails to do so and it can help prevent
collision on tracks.

e Budgetary allocation: More and more allocation of budget is being allotted to railway
infrastructure every year to improve passenger safety.

e Modernization of Railways: The government has been committed to the
modernization of railways by attending to the suggestions of the Kakodkar committee,
and Bibek Debroy committee and launch of programs like Vande Bharat, Tejas
Express, and PM Gati Shakti.

e Railway Vision 2020: The railway vision of India railways remains the guiding
document to make Indian railways accident-free and make use of technologies to
achieve the vision.

. Global Systems for Mobile Railways (GSM-R): This advanced railway traffic
management system provides voice and data communication between trackside and
onboard systems, which are being deployed.

. Terrestrial Trunked Radio (TETRA): This indigenous digital wireless technology
developed by C-DAC is used to transmit voice and data more efficiently.

e RailTel: It was formed as PSU to provide free high-speed Wi-Fi at Railway stations
for digital inclusion.

Conclusion:

The safety of railways should be the prime focus of the Government after recent incidents of
derailment. There should be a focus on keeping the railways affordable, safe and enhancing
connectivity.
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2. Translocation of big cats is being experimented with as a measure to decongest national
parks. Explain this concept and discuss the arguments for and against this practice
presented by foresters and conservationists.

Introduction: What is translocation of big cats?
Body: Support arguments for and against.
Conclusion: Give suggestion to resolve this.

Translocation of big cats is being carried out to move big cats from high-density areas to
new forest areas or areas with large swathes of land and a relatively adequate prey base to
feed the big cats. The tiger relocation project was initiated in 2018 wherein big cats from
Kanha Tiger Reserve and from Bandhavgarh in Madhya Pradesh were relocated to Satkosia
Tiger Reserve in Odisha, to shore up the tiger population in the state.

What are arguments given in support of translocation?

e Decongest National Parks: The reason given for translocation is that it will help decongest
national parks and help maintain the genetic diversity of the big cats.

e Knowledge sharing: Translocation helps in giving conservationists, and researchers new
insights into the behaviour of big cats. It also spreads awareness regarding tiger
conservation.

e Conservation of big cats: Translocation would help in maintaining the population of big
cats

in different parts of the country and maintain ecological balance.

e International Cooperation: India being part of tiger range countries has the highest no of
tigers in the world and is responsible to protect the charismatic species and cooperate with
International Organisations on Project Tiger.

e Territorial dispute: Since big cats are very particular about their territory and would fight
with other cats for gaining territory it is considered wise to translocate them to reduce
territorial disputes.

e Man-animal conflict: Recent incidents of man-animal conflict in high-density areas have
also led the government to go for translocation. What are the arguments given in against
this practice?

e Low prey base: Since there is a low prey base in low tiger density areas it makes the
survival of tigers very difficult.

e Change in natural habitat: Some of the widely used unscientific practices like clearing
extrawide view lines, exotic weed removal schemes, creation of meadows, creating excessive
water holes & replenishment in the dry season. This leads to a decline in prey species &
further leads to reduce tiger density also.

e Conservation efforts ignored: Translocation is being viewed as a substitute for
conservation activities.

Conclusion:

The answer to this problem lies in keeping a check on human activities and keeping buffer
zone free

of infrastructure development. The wildlife corridors should be free from encroachment and
unfragmented to let the easy movement of tigers and reduction in man-animal conflict.
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3. Critically examine the significance of lateral entry in the Indian civil services.

Introduction: Outlay the scheme of lateral entry.
Body: Highlight its challenges and significance
Conclusion: Suggestion to improve the scheme.

The scheme of lateral entry in civil services was started in 2019 when the Central Government
began the process of recruitment to middle and senior-level positions in the government of
India outside the regular process of civil service exams. Lateral entry denotes recruitment
from the private sector of specialists working in various fields to be appointed as higher
government officials.

What have been the challenges for the lateral entry program?

o Institutional opposition: The biggest challenge comes from the strong lobby of the
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) and the Central Secretariat Service (CSS) who had
traditionally been holders of higher positions in the Government of India.

o Lacks Specialist officers: The posts of specialist officers in departments like audit,
the Railways, or tax (direct and indirect) have not yet been thrown open to lateral
recruitments. Appointing specialist officers in these technical departments was the
main aim of the lateral entry program.

e Lack of interest from state governments: State governments across India have been
unresponsive to lateral entry with concerns regarding federalism, opposition from the
state civil service cadre, and no initiative from the state public service commaission.

e Spoils System: Former bureaucrats have raised concerns regarding lateral entry
being turned into a spoils system where politicians favor certain kinds of people who
are close to the political party or received patronage from the leader.

What is the significance of the lateral entry scheme?

e Governance: Lateral entry will help strengthen governance with people from the
private sector bringing new insights and ideas which can help address administrative
challenges and complement the efforts of traditional bureaucrats.

e Reduce Vacancies: Lateral vacancies will help reduce vacancies to significant
numbers as the current recruitment process is long, costly, and prone to corruption.

e Notable examples: Lateral entrants like Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Bimal Jalan and
Vijay Kelkar, and Parameswaran Iyer have brought new insights and set up new
examples of achievements in their fields. This could motivate the new generation to
enter bureaucracy without going for competitive exams.

e Infuse competitiveness: Lateral entrants will push traditional bureaucrats out of
their comfort zone and challenge them for producing good results. Mid-career lateral
entrants with proven capabilities will bridge the administrative and judgemental
deficiency of the administrators who are recruited at a very young age.

Conclusion:

In ensuring the success of the scheme due attention should be focussed on the recruitment
of lateral entrants. The recruitment should be done by UPSC and the focus should be to test
analytical skills, maturity of judgment, and personality traits. The government has also set
up the Capacity Building Commission and Mission Karmayogi to train government employees
about their roles and bring efficiency to the administration.
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4. The collapse of infrastructural projects across India, including bridges and roads,
indicates a significant quality control issue. Discuss the reasons for such incidents
and suggest measures to ensure structural safety in infrastructure projects.

Introduction: Give introduction on mishaps in infrastructure

Body: Explain reasons for incidents and measures needed for safety of infrastructure

Conclusion: Conclude with giving directions for future.
Recently series of infrastructural projects across India especially in Odisha and Bihar,
including bridges, and railroads were in the news due to accidents and mishaps which
resulted in the tragic loss of lives and property. The incidents show that safety and quality of
infrastructure are never a high priority for people as well as the government.

What are the reasons for such incidents?

e Design: Faulty designs of infrastructure projects is responsible for accidents. Designs
of coaches, highways, wagons, and bridges should be based on scientific guidelines.

e Poor maintenance: Infrastructure in India suffers from constant neglect from
policymakers, officials, and people responsible for their work. Regular wear and tear
leads to depreciating the life of the project and compromises safety. Eg, Morbi Bridge
in Gujrat

e Improper safety and regulations: The regulations in place are not properly
implemented and safety protocols are not deliberated upon leading to such accidents.

e Human error: Another major factor for the rise of such accidents is human error
which could be due to negligence, fatigue, or even boredom.

e Lack of enforcement: Wilful flouting of norms and safety regulations by citizens and
officials alike leads to mishaps that lead to loss of lives and destruction of property.
There is no strict attitude to corruption and no strict penalty for those found guilty.

What are measures needed to ensure safety in these projects?

o Politicians-contractor nexus: Strict enforcement measures should be in place to curb
the corrupt nexus between private contractors and politicians. Such a type of nexus
is the root cause of corruption and flouting of norms around safety.

e Accountability: CAG reports have pointed to lapses in inspection and short
utilization of funds in infrastructure projects. There is a need to enforce strict
accountability to address this issue and penalize corrupt officials and contractors.

e Strict implementation of rules/protocols: From testing car crash test norms to
implementation of seat belts in automobiles and basic rules like labeling of
specifications according to the FSSAI act there needs to be strict policy
implementation.

e Training: To avoid human error there is a need to provide the best training to those
who are working on these projects and make them aware of the latest safety and
system functions.

Conclusion:

The policymakers and industry should take note of these faultlines in our infrastructure
projects and urgently work to resolve the issues. Citizens should also make it their priority
to hold authorities accountable and not tend to blame their fate for poor safety and quality
enforcement.
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5. The rapid scale and pace of development of technology have radically and
disruptively transformed our societies and daily lives. Discuss the challenges that
technology poses to the traditional notion of a nation-state.

Introduction: What is a nation-state?
Body: Describe the challenges associated with the nation-state
Conclusion: India’s global role in dealing with such challenges.

Ever since the rapid expansion of the internet and its use in the finance sector, there have
been instances of rapid and disruptive technologies transforming our society and daily lives.
The rise of such technology has posed complex challenges to the polity and governance which
has affected the idea of the nation-state. A nation-state is a sovereign state in which
government has control over a defined territory and population which shares language,
culture, and history.

What are the challenges to the nation-state?

e Cyber attacks: the expansion of the internet in various fields has increased the
possibility of terror attacks. The concept of Web3 which is a combination of
blockchain, token-based currency, and decentralized internet has led to both actors
and non-state actors influencing various dimensions of human life like trade,
commerce, health, and education

e Conventional geography boundaries: The virtual world of the internet is not
confined to the boundaries of nation-states. The era of high technology has made
enforcement of rules difficult when data and information spread at a very fast rate.

o Effect on institutions: Since it is difficult to frame country-specific legislation due
to the universal nature of technology state institutions like legislature, judiciary, and
executive have been unable to curb the adverse effects of this technological boom.

e New Technologies: The emergence of new technologies has led multinational
corporations, non-governmental organizations, and supranational organizations, both
legitimate and illegitimate, state and non-state actors to execute their work. They do
not have to depend on traditional bureaucratic structures to share data and statistics.
For eg, Topographical maps, or Weather related data which used to be produced by
public and military institutions, are now available entirely by private non-state actors,
such as Apple or Google Maps.

e Big 5: The immense power of the five largest American tech companies Google,
Amazon, Facebook, Apple, and Microsoft is reflected in their extensive use of data and
its storage.

Way forward:

e Rules-based global order: There has to be agreement on a principle-based global
order for technology to deal with its adoption and enforceability challenges.

e Data privacy law: India urgently needs its data privacy law and data transfer law to
regulate the free flow of data and create data sharing ecosystem based on principles
of privacy and transparency.

Conclusion:

India as acting chair of G20 this year can guide the nations towards a framing global
architecture to regulate deep web, crypto given the risks they pose to the financial
ecosystem of the world.
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6. Highlight the role of states and the need for a state-level framework in India’s
energy transition.

Introduction: Give introduction about India energy transition pledge
Body: What role does states play and why is there need for state level framework.
Conclusion: Give suggestions for improving cooperation between states and centre.

India as chair of G20 this year is planning to develop multiple pathways to reach its targets
of net zero emissions by 2070 and 50% non-fossil electricity generation capacity by 2030.

The diversity of states in India necessitates a clear framework in ensuring a smooth energy

transition.

What role do states play in this energy transition?

Implementation of policies: States are critical to the implementation of policies. The
Centre may set up goals but the actual realization of the targets depends upon state
performance and its capabilities.

State subjects: Electricity is listed as a state subject and it is the sole responsibility
of states to deal with issues like high losses, unreliable supply, and service quality.
Innovative ideas: States have been at the forefront of innovation in implementing
renewable energy projects. For example, early initiatives by Gujarat and Rajasthan on
solar, and Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu on wind energy technologies, have
contributed significantly to renewable energy uptake at the national level.

Different priorities: States could have different priorities which can be misaligned
with the national goals in which case states can obstruct the policy. Eg, Government
wants to increase nuclear power share but protests by locals against nuclear power
plants obstruct the policy making.

What is the need for such a framework?

Broadens understanding: Such a framework helps to understand plans, goals, and
outcomes of the energy transition. This includes accountability, affordability, and
transparency of decision-makers.

Public cooperation: Framework would lead to transparent decisions and engage
public participation in the decision-making process.

Federalism: The framework would respect the principle of federalism and will lead to
a pragmatic and accelerated energy transition.

Way forward:

There is a need to engage with states based on the diversity, capability, and priorities
of the state. In considering these due importance should be given to available techno-
economic options, fiscal space, and social and political imperatives.

States should update their State action plan on climate change, set up state-level
steering committees for energy transition, and have a regular dialogue between the
energy minister of state and the centre.

NITI Aayog State Energy and Climate Index (SECI) encourage healthy competition
among states on different dimensions of the energy and climate sector.

Conclusion:

States are critical to achieving net zero goals and transitioning to renewable energy in a
federal polity. The principle of cooperative federalism would help in bridging ambitions and
implementation gaps between the Centre and the States.
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7. Critically evaluate the effectiveness of the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme in boosting India’s domestic manufacturing and exports.

Introduction: Give a brief introduction to the PLI scheme.
Body: Critically evaluate its effectiveness.
Conclusion: Give ways to improve the scheme.

Recently PLI scheme was in the news regarding its performance in boosting India’s domestic
manufacturing and exports. The PLI scheme was introduced by the Central Government in
2020 with the basic aim to boost domestic manufacturing and cut down import bills. The
fundamental feature of the scheme is it offers incentives to companies for sales of products
manufactured in domestic units. It encourages domestic companies to set up or expand their
existing manufacturing units to generate jobs and increase exports.

Evaluation of PLI scheme in boosting manufacturing and exports?

e Focus Is on large companies: Critics have often argued that the PLI scheme offers
protection to large-scale companies while the need is to revive the micro sector, which
is where the bulk of the employment lies. The scheme focuses on mobile
manufacturing as well as pharmaceutical ingredients and medical devices while
ignoring labour-intensive industries.

o Incentivise target companies: Focus targeting should be the primary aim of the PLI
scheme. India should focus on its priorities and develop strategies that should fulfill
our commitments accordingly. The focus should be on labour-intensive companies,
large export markets, and being safe from the pitfalls of the integrated global world.

e  Structural problem: Critics of PLI policy have often suggested that policy addresses
the supply side situation by giving freebies to the corporate which is already a
resource-rich ignoring the demand side problem of the consumer who is short of cash.

¢ Crony capitalism: The subsidy being offered to sectors that are in the PLI scheme
also depicts favourable government decisions to such sectors which is a sign of crony
capitalism. Factors like living issues and employability are neglected in these
decisions.

e Large import bill: Despite investments made in the PLI scheme various reports have
estimated that by 2025 also India might be importing $400 billion of electronics every
year. So in a globally open and integrated economy, investments will come if we focus
our efforts on the promotion, facilitation, and incentivization of investment.

e Investment in R&D: There is an urgent need to address issues in infrastructure, the
quality of education needs to be enhanced and the maximum focus should be on skills
upgradation.

Conclusion:

The government can consider widening the scope of the scheme and include renewable
energy, electric vehicles, biotechnology, and advanced technology industries. Special focus
should be given to MSMEs. Government should work to promote region-specific incentives to
promote industrial development in underdeveloped or backward regions. Finally, there
should be active collaboration between industry, government, research institutions, and
academia to foster innovation to improve the competitiveness of domestic manufacturers.
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8. Discuss the history of insurgency and violence in Manipur. How have these
historical factors influenced the current situation in the state?

Introduction: Give an account of historical violence in Manipur
Body: State historical factors are responsible for the current situation
Conclusion: What should be the future course of action

Recently Manipur was in the news following violence between Meiteis and the Kukis, after
High Court asked State Government to recommend Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to Meiteis.
Manipur has a history of ethnic violence between tribals and those living in valleys. Manipur
has a long history of insurgency movements. Post-independence, Naga national movement
fight for an independent Nagalim touched parts of Manipur. Simultaneously, Meitis in
Manipur were opposing the merger agreement between Maharaja Bodhachandra, and the
Indian government.

Numerous insurgent groups like the United National Liberation Front (UNLF), the People’s
Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK), and the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), were
formed which received arms and training from China & demanding secession from India. The
Indian Government responded by enacting Armed Forces Special Powers Act in 1958 to deal
with law and order issues. As the law-and-order situation gradually improved, AFSPA has
been repealed in several areas.

Which historical factors are responsible for the current situation?

e Meitei dominance: Meiteis form 52% of the population of Manipur and
predominantly reside in valley areas which are 10% of the total land of the state. The
state was ruled by Meitei rulers and so there is a dominance of Meiteis in the cultural
sphere.

e Socio-Economic issues: Meiteis feel that since they are Vaishnav Hindus and it is
illegal for them to relocate to hill areas which are reserved for ST they are deprived of
political and economic benefits and right to occupy 90% of the territory of the State.

¢ Border states: Insurgency in border states like Nagaland and Mizoram has spillover
effects The demand for Greater Nagalim has also led to ethnic violence in Manipur.

¢ Land boundary disputes: There have been instances of land disputes between Meiteis
and Kukis. There have also been instances of communal disputes between Meiteis
who belong to the Vaishnav Hindu sect and Manipur Muslims called Pangals.

e International Neighbour: Manipur shares a border with Myanmar which is often
used by insurgent groups to be a base for their soldiers and get arms from China.

Conclusion:

The government of India has taken various steps like protracted military operations, peace
talks, and political negotiations, improved means of communication in the region,
development, and the granting of Statehood to deal with the insurgency problem in the state.
The administrative and judicial interventions in the Land Act should not be done in haste
and take into account the sensitivities of the tribals and bridge the trust deficit between the
communities.
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9. Compare and contrast the electricity regulation model in the United Kingdom
during the early 1990s with the model proposed in India following the Electricity
Act 2003. Why was full deregulation deemed unsuitable for India?

Introduction: Provide a brief introduction to the “ Electricity regulation model in the
United Kingdom during the early 1990s with the model proposed in India following the
Electricity Act 2003”

Body: Write 4-5 points comparing the electricity regulation model in the United Kingdom
during the early 1990s with the model proposed in India following the Electricity Act 2003.
Write 3-4 points on full deregulation deemed unsuitable for India. Write 2-3 points on the
ways for India.

Conclusion: Provide a conclusion on the balanced approach for India.

Introduction:

The Electricity Act 2003 in India aimed to separate generation, transmission, and distribution
into separate companies and promote competition in the power sector. The United Kingdom
implemented full deregulation and competition in the early 1990s, introducing a power pool
and retail competition.

How does the electricity regulation model in the United Kingdom during the early
1990s compare and contrast with the model proposed in India following the Electricity
Act 2003?

UK Model:

¢ Mandatory power pool where generators submitted bids indicating the quantity and
price they could supply.

e Pool price is determined by the intersection of supply and demand curves.

e The full retail competition allowed consumers to choose from multiple suppliers.
Indian Model:

e Power is supplied through long-term contracts at prices determined for each plant.

e Competitive procurement through power purchase agreements (PPAs).

e Distribution Licensee (Discom) responsible for supplying electricity to meet full
demand, entering long-term contracts to ensure reliable supply.

e Open access is provided for consumers with 1 MW and above load, allowing them to
buy electricity from suppliers of their choice.

Why was full deregulation deemed unsuitable for India?

e Impact on electricity prices: Full deregulation would have resulted in selling
electricity at the price of the most expensive plant, leading to a steep price shock.
India's older plants, with depreciated capital costs, would have been required to sell
electricity at significantly higher prices, causing affordability issues.

e Political economy and governance issues: State governments struggled to
determine cost-reflective tariffs and provide timely subsidies. Misgovernance and rent-
seeking in some states necessitate privatization as a solution.
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e Importance of Discoms: Discoms project demand and enter long-term contracts,
ensuring investment in generating capacity. Without Discoms, power supply reliability
and investment would be at risk.

e Lessons from the UK: the UK did not experience significant demand growth, which
limited the need for new generating capacity. To drive energy transition, the UK had
to invite bids for renewable energy through contracts for differences.

Way forward:

e Progressive reduction of cross-subsidies: Implement progressive reduction of cross-
subsidies as mandated in the Electricity Act.

e Address political economy and governance issues: Address political economy and
governance issues through better regulation and privatization in certain states.

e Maintain competition and private investment: Continue promoting competition
and private investment while ensuring the role of Discoms in reliable power supply.

Conclusion:

India needs to find a balanced approach that addresses governance issues, reduces cross-
subsidies, and encourages private investment while maintaining the stability and
accessibility of the power sector.

10.Discuss the policy challenges posed by the balance between technological
advancements and the harmful effects of AI. How does generative Al contribute to
these challenges?

Introduction: Provide a brief introduction on “Policy challenges posed by the balance
between technological advancements and the harmful effects of AI”

Body: Write 3-4 points on the policy challenges posed by the balance between
technological advancements and the harmful effects of Al. Write 2-3 points on generative
Al that contribute to these challenges. Write 2-3 points on the ways forward on the
balance between technological advancements and the harmful effects of Al

Conclusion: Provide a conclusion on the balance between technological gains and the
harmful effects of Al

Introduction:

The rapid development and deployment of artificial intelligence (Al) technology pose
significant policy challenges. Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAl, highlights three areas of concern:
Al going wrong, job displacement, and the spread of targeted misinformation. The need for
regulation is influenced by the profitability and efficiency of Al, as demonstrated by the
success of companies like Nvidia.

What are the policy challenges posed by the balance between technological
advancements and the harmful effects of AI?

e Al going wrong: Al can go wrong and provide inaccurate or misleading information,
leading to potential risks in decision-making and user reliance.
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Job displacement: Job displacement is a growing concern as Al automation replaces
certain roles, requiring strategies to mitigate the negative impact on employment and
livelihoods.

Spread of targeted misinformation: Al can be exploited to spread targeted
misinformation, influencing public opinion and potentially undermining democratic
processes.

Ethical considerations and responsible use: Al technology raises ethical questions
regarding its use in various domains, such as warfare and healthcare.

Definitional challenges and regulatory thresholds: Defining Al and its capabilities
presents a policy dilemma.

How does generative Al contribute to these challenges?

Risks of generative Al: Generative Al, such as OpenAl's ChatGPT, presents specific
risks due to its ability to produce diverse content, including text, imagery, audio, and
synthetic data.

Amplification of biases: Generative Al systems learn from vast amounts of data,
including biased or discriminatory information present in the training datasets.

Manipulation and persuasion: Generative Al can be used to create persuasive and
manipulative content, which raises concerns about its potential misuse for
propaganda, targeted advertising, or influencing public opinion.

Content ownership and intellectual property: Generative Al challenges traditional
notions of content ownership and intellectual property rights.

Way forward:

Establishing regulatory frameworks and licensing requirements: Establishing
regulatory frameworks and licensing requirements for Al companies can ensure
accountability and responsible development of Al technologies.

Differentiating regulatory thresholds based on AI capabilities: Differentiating
regulatory thresholds based on the capabilities of Al models, as suggested by Altman,
can help determine appropriate levels of regulation and ensure public safety.

Prioritizing education and awareness: Policymakers should prioritize education and
awareness to understand the technology and its implications fully.

International cooperation: International cooperation is necessary to address global
risks associated with Al, similar to other societal-scale risks like pandemics and
nuclear war.

Conclusion:

The balance between technological gains and the harmful effects of Al is a pressing policy
debate worldwide. Generative Al, with its potential for misleading content, poses additional
challenges in terms of spreading misinformation. Effective regulation, education, and
international cooperation are key to ensuring the responsible and beneficial use of Al while
safeguarding individual rights and mitigating potential risks.

Created with love ® by ForumlIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[lEy




