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Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of October, (Second Week) 2023

Analyze the factors contributing to the recent surge in food inflation in India,
especially in the context of cereals and pulses. Discuss the implications of such
inflationary trends on the economy and the common man.

Critically analyze the objectives and key provisions of the proposed Digital India
Act 2023 (DIA). How does it aim to address the challenges posed by the evolving
digital landscape in India?

Discuss the implications of the increase in the age of consent from 16 to 18 years
with the enactment of the POCSO Act, 2012. How has it affected marginalized
populations in India?

Critically evaluate the challenges and prospects for achieving a two-state solution
in the context of the recent terror attacks by Hamas. What measures can be taken
to build trust and pave the way for a peaceful coexistence between Israel and
Palestine?

How has Professor Goldin’s research shed light on the historical trends and patterns
of women’s participation in the labour market?

How can India strengthen its diplomatic and developmental ties with the Maldives
in the coming years?

Examine the implications of the continuing gridlock in the Security Council,
especially in light of recent conflicts like the Ukraine crisis.

Considering the Bombay High Court’s observations, discuss the potential challenges
and implications of the IT Rules amendment for editorial content online.

Evaluate the role of strategic minerals in the development and proliferation of
electric vehicles (EVs) in India. How can the recent policy changes influence the EV
ecosystem in the country?

Discuss the implications of the increasing participation of women in the rural
workforce. To what extent can this trend be attributed to economic distress in rural
areas?
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1. Analyze the factors contributing to the recent surge in food inflation in India,
especially in the context of cereals and pulses. Discuss the implications of such
inflationary trends on the economy and the common man.

Introduction: Give a context to the question
Body: Factors contributing to inflation & its implications
Conclusion: Way forward

The recent surge in food inflation especially in the context of cereals and pulses is a worrying
sign both for the economy and the politics of the nation.

Some of the factors which have contributed to this trend

e Variable weather conditions: Crop production can be greatly impacted by
unfavourable weather conditions like droughts, excessive heat, and unseasonal rain.
These circumstances may result in decreased output of cereals and pulses, a
consequent decrease in supply, and a price increase.

e High input costs: An increase in the cost of inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, and
labour can raise production costs for farmers. This, in turn, can lead to higher prices
for cereals and pulses.

e Global factors: Global commodity price fluctuations can have an impact on domestic
prices, especially for goods like edible oils and pulses. Since India is a net importer of
edible oils, any increase in global pricing has the potential to affect the domestic
market.

¢ Government policies: The government occasionally uses measures to control
domestic pricing, such as setting export prohibitions and stock limits on specific food
goods. These actions may cause inflation by upsetting the balance between supply
and demand.

What are the implications of such trends on the economy & individuals?

o Inflationary Pressure: Food inflation contributes to overall inflation in the economy,
making it challenging for the RBI to maintain price stability.

¢ Financial Burden: As a large portion of the average person's salary is spent on food,
rising food prices can put a burden on household finances, especially for those with
lower incomes.

e Impact on nutrition: People may choose not to eat grains and pulses due to their
high price, which could result in a drop in food quality overall.

e Policy dilemma: The government faces a delicate balance between supporting
farmers' incomes through MSPs and ensuring affordable food for consumers.
Government may have to take a more nuanced approach to food inflation balancing
both consumer and producer interests.

Conclusion

Several supply-side, demand-side, and policy variables have contributed to the recent spike
in food inflation in India, especially for cereals and pulses. Maintaining food security while
balancing the interests of consumers and farmers continues to be a serious concern for
Indian politicians. To lessen the negative consequences on the economy and the average
person, it will be crucial to address the underlying causes of these inflationary trends, such
as investing in agricultural infrastructure and technology and increasing supply chain
efficiency.
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2. Critically analyze the objectives and key provisions of the proposed Digital India
Act 2023 (DIA). How does it aim to address the challenges posed by the evolving
digital landscape in India?

Introduction: Give brief description of DIA 2023.

Body: Analyse objectives, and provisions of the act. What are the challenges posed by the
act for digital ecosystem?

Conclusion: Way forward

The necessity to modernize their legal systems to accommodate the changing digital
landscape has become a challenge for all nations including India. This can be seen in the
recent announcement of the Digital India Act 2023 (DIA) which represents a significant step
towards establishing a future-ready legal framework for the country’s growing digital
ecosystem.

What are the objectives and key provisions of the act?

e Objective: The DIA, which will soon replace the Information Technology Act of 2000
(IT Act), is intended to meet the opportunities and challenges brought on by the rapid
development of the internet and new technologies in the 21st Century.

¢ Online Safety: The upcoming DIA 2023 places a strong focus on online safety and
trust with a commitment to protect netizens' rights in the digital ecosystem within the
framework of market dynamics and international laws.

o Focus on responsible AI: With new-age tech like Al, Blockchain, and the use of
platforms like ChatGPT the need is to provide for their responsible utilization. DIA
aims to ensure responsible and ethical use of these technologies within a regulatory
framework. This will ensure a balance between fostering innovation and safeguarding
against potential harms like breaches of data and privacy issues.

e Open Internet: The open Internet enables an environment of social and economic
growth and empowerment because it creates a level playing field in which everyone
enjoys the same opportunity to participate. DIA upholds this concept and strikes a
balance between accessibility and necessary regulations to maintain order and protect
users.

e Accountability: The new act may make amendments to the “safe harbour” principle,
which presently shields online platforms from liability related to user-generated
content, indicating a potential shift in online accountability standards.

Challenges posed by the act for digital ecosystem in India

e Impact on innovation: The new act with stricter guidelines could impact innovation
and ease of doing business in emerging technologies thereby harming entrepreneurial
initiatives and deterring foreign investments.

o Freedom of speech: A review of the safe harbour principle can lead to a more cautious
approach for platforms to publish content thereby impinging on freedom of
expression.

e Additional fiscal challenge: The success of the new act depends on substantial
resources available for expertise, infrastructure, and establishing a secure digital
ecosystem

Conclusion

DIA represents a significant move by MEITY's proactive approach to regulating and shaping
the digital future of the nation. It represents a significant milestone towards ensuring a
secure, accountable, and innovative digital future for India.
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3. Discuss the implications of the increase in the age of consent from 16 to 18 years
with the enactment of the POCSO Act, 2012. How has it affected marginalized
populations in India?

Introduction: Give brief description of POCSO Act

Body: What are implications of increasing age of consent and its effect on marginalized
population in India?

Conclusion: Way forward

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act was enacted in June 2012 and
came into force in November 2012. It has completed 10 years now. The Act has played an
instrumental role in addressing sexual offenses against children. One of the key provisions
of the Act was raising the age of consent from 16 to 18 years.

Implications of increase in age of consent from 16-18 years

e Enhanced Protection for Minors: Raising the consent age to 18 years old shows a
commitment to safeguarding children from sexual exploitation. It tries to give
teenagers legal protections while acknowledging their fragility.

o Deterrence effect: The greater age of consent serves as a deterrent to adults having
sex with kids because they are now more likely to suffer harsh legal repercussions for
doing so.

¢ Awareness and Education: The change has led to increased awareness about child
sexual abuse and consent. Schools, parents, and communities have become more
proactive in educating children about their rights and the importance of giving
informed consent.

Implications of this increase in age on marginalized population

e Criminalization of Adolescent Interactions: One major worry is that the increased
age of consent may unintentionally criminalize consensual sexual interactions
between adolescents who are of similar ages. When both parties are under the age of
18, they may be charged under the POCSO Act, which could have an effect on their
futures and result in legal repercussions.

¢ Uneven Enforcement: The POCSO Act's enforcement can be uneven, and
underprivileged groups may be unfairly burdened. Those targeted and prosecuted
under the law may vary depending on socioeconomic inequalities, caste, religion, or
gender, which may result in prejudice.

e Access to Justice: People from lower socioeconomic backgrounds and other
marginalized groups may encounter difficulties getting justice. They can be unaware
of their rights, have little access to legal counsel, or be underequipped to deal with
the legal system.

e Stigmatization: People from marginalized groups, particularly those with little access
to healthcare and education, may experience stigmatization if they are associated with
incidences of child sexual abuse. This might have long-term social and psychological
repercussions.

Conclusion

It is essential to strike a balance between safeguarding minors and respecting the rights of
adolescents, addressing any unintended consequences through education, legal reforms, and
community engagement. Additionally, efforts must be made to ensure equal access to justice
for all, regardless of their background or circumstances.
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4. Critically evaluate the challenges and prospects for achieving a two-state solution
in the context of the recent terror attacks by Hamas. What measures can be taken
to build trust and pave the way for a peaceful coexistence between Israel and
Palestine?

Introduction: What is two state solution?

Body: What are challenges in achieving the solution and measures that can be taken to
build trust between Israel & Palestine?

Conclusion: Way forward

The "two-state solution" refers to a proposed resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that
envisions the establishment of two separate and independent states, one for Israelis (Israel)
and the other for Palestinians (Palestine), living side by side in peace and security.

Challenges in achieving the solution

e Security Concerns: Terror attacks, particularly those by Hamas, have caused
significant security concerns for Israel. These attacks erode trust and make it difficult
for Israelis to support concessions or a two-state solution that they perceive as
compromising their security.

¢ Internal Political Division: The Palestinian territories are divided between the West
Bank, governed by the Palestinian Authority (Fatah), and Gaza, controlled by Hamas.
This political division has hindered the ability of Palestinians to negotiate and
implement a unified peace agreement.

e Settlements: Israel's continued construction of settlements in the West Bank is a
major point of contention. Palestinians view these settlements as a violation of their
territorial rights and a threat to the viability of a future Palestinian state.

Prospects for achieving the solution

¢ International Pressure: The international community, including the United States,
the United Nations, and the European Union, continues to advocate for a two-state
solution. Diplomatic efforts may intensify to push both parties toward negotiations.

e Public Opinion: Both Israelis and Palestinians overwhelmingly support a two-state
solution. Grassroots efforts to advance peace and discussion are crucial because the
public can have an impact on political decisions.

Measures that can be taken to achieve the solution

e Halt settlements expansion: Israel should halt settlement expansion in the West
Bank as a confidence-building measure. Addressing this issue is crucial to
demonstrating a genuine commitment to peace.

o Engage Regional Powers: Regional powers, such as Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia,
can play a role in supporting peace negotiations and normalizing relations between
Israel and Arab states

e Ceasefire and Confidence-Building Measures: Both sides must commit to and
enforce a long-term ceasefire to halt violence. Confidence-building measures could
include prisoner releases, humanitarian aid, and joint economic initiatives.

e People-to-People Initiatives: Encourage civil society organizations, cultural
exchanges, and educational programs that bring Israelis and Palestinians together to
foster understanding and build bridges.

Conclusion
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The world stands at a critical juncture following the impacts of COVID-19 and the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine-Russia. Preventing another conflict that could disrupt global supply
chains is imperative. It is incumbent upon the international community to actively pursue
peace between the two states. Any effective peace initiative must address the longstanding
obstacles that have hindered the peace process, namely, the issues surrounding West Bank
borders and settlements, Israeli security concerns, the Palestinian refugee crisis, and the
status of Jerusalem.

5. How has Professor Goldin’s research shed light on the historical trends and patterns
of women’s participation in the labour market?

Introduction: Describe Goldin's research in brief.

Body: Highlight key points of her research.

Conclusion: Way forward

The Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences 2023 has been awarded to Claudia Goldin
“for having advanced our understanding of women’s labour market outcomes.” Her
work is credited to be the “first comprehensive account of women’s earning and labour
market participation through the centuries”. Her most significant observation was that
female participation in the labour market did not exhibit an upward trend over the entire
period, but rather a U-shaped curve.

Key points in which her research has been influential

e Human Capital Theory: The study of gender differences in the labour market has
been approached through the application of human capital theory by Professor
Goldin. She has demonstrated how women's growing investments in education and
skill-building have been crucial to their evolving engagement in the work sector over
time.

e The Gender Pay Gap: Goldin has examined the gender pay gap's historical
development in her work. She has investigated the causes of the disparity and how it
differs between industries and professions. Her research has brought attention to the
need to comprehend not only the pay gap but also the career development gap, which
is frequently associated with workplace flexibility and family obligations.

e The Impact of Technological Change: Goldin's research has explored how
technological advancements, particularly the rise of information technology, have
affected women's labour market participation. She has demonstrated that the ability
to work remotely and flexibly has made it easier for women to balance work and family
responsibilities.

e Marriage & contraceptive pill: These two factors played a crucial role in women’s
access to higher education and employment. Her work shows that various “marriage
laws” prevented women from continuing their employment & so married women were
excluded from labour market. The use of contraceptive pills gave women more control
over childbirth which helped them to plan their careers & motherhood.

e The transition from factory work to white-collar jobs: Her work has shown that
beyond a certain level of economic growth, women’s participation rose as their
educational level increased and more women were participating in formal salaried
jobs. This is relevant for India to create more formal jobs for women to draw them into
labour market.

Conclusion
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Despite her significant work, there are several shortcomings as her work is primarily focussed
on the USA and high-income countries which cannot be applied to the global South. It also
does not take into account how to value household work which forms a major component of
work done by women in India. Goldin’s work also does not take into account factors like
caste, and class which play crucial roles in women'’s access to jobs & their bargaining power.

6. How can India strengthen its diplomatic and developmental ties with the Maldives
in the coming years?

Introduction: Give context of the question
Body: How can India strengthen its ties with Maldives
Conclusion: Way forward

India can strengthen its diplomatic and developmental ties with the Maldives by employing a
multifaceted approach that encompasses political, economic, cultural, and security
cooperation. The Maldives holds strategic importance for India, and fostering strong ties with
the island nation is vital.

Some of the ways to strengthen ties with Maldives

e Economic cooperation: The Indian government could Encourage Indian businesses
to invest in key sectors in the Maldives, such as tourism, fisheries, renewable energy,
and infrastructure. Maldives has emerged as a major tourist destination for some
Indians and a job destination for others. Eg, Greater Male Connectivity Project will add
dynamism to the Maldivian transport and economic activities.

e Security cooperation: Both nations can cooperate to Strengthen maritime security
cooperation to combat piracy, illegal fishing, and other transnational threats in the
Indian Ocean. India provides the largest number of training opportunities for the
Maldivian National Defence Force (MNDF), to enhance their capacity for maritime
surveillance and border control.

o Infrastructure development: India needs to increase its development assistance in
Maldives which estimates suggest was over 1100 crore during 2018-22. India has
invested heavily in projects like water and sanitation, an Addu development project,
a cancer hospital, a port project, a cricket stadium, two airport development projects,
causeways, and roads, social housing projects, renovation of a mosque, building the
national college for police, among others.

e People-to-people ties: Both nations can foster cultural exchange programs, such as
art exhibitions, music festivals, and educational exchanges which can be used to
promote tourism and encourage Maldivians to visit India for medical treatment,
tourism, and education. India has reinforced its credentials to be the first responder
for Maldives during times of crisis like COVID-19, tsunami crisis, and water scarcity.

e Strengthen regional diplomacy: The Colombo Security Conclave comprising India,
Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Mauritius, Bangladesh, and the Seychelles should be
strengthened showing tangible outcomes in maritime security and the development of
the Blue Economy.

o Respect Maldives sovereignty: India should be sensitive to Maldivian concerns
about sovereignty and interference, emphasizing its commitment to respecting the
Maldives’ independence and supporting its development goals.

Conclusion

India should continue its development work and numerous small community projects such
as building community centres, children’s parks, and student ferries between islands to

Created with love ® by ForumlIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[lEy




Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of October, (Second Week) 2023

build a positive mindset in the minds of Maldives citizens towards India. India should
maintain its traditional commitment to fostering a multipolar and rule-based global order
by adopting an accommodating approach in its relations with neighbouring countries.

7. Examine the implications of the continuing gridlock in the Security Council,
especially in light of recent conflicts like the Ukraine crisis.

Introduction: Give context to the question
Body: List key implications of ongoing gridlock in UNSC due to the Ukraine crisis.
Conclusion: Way forward

International peace, security, and the efficacy of the UN as a whole are significantly impacted
by the ongoing impasse in the UN Security Council (UNSC), especially in light of recent crises
like the Ukraine crisis.

Some of the key implications of this continuing gridlock in the UNSC are

o Ineffectiveness in Resolving Conflicts: Upholding global peace and security is the
UNSC's core duty. It is unable to carry out this function efficiently when it is
immobilized by an impasse, as the situation in Ukraine demonstrates. This may result
in protracted disputes, human suffering, and an inability to deal with the underlying
reasons for disputes.

e Undermining Credibility: The UNSC's legitimacy and credibility as a global body
tasked with handling security-related matters are threatened by its incapacity to act
decisively. This may cause people to lose faith in the UN system and motivate
governments to look for other ways to resolve disputes.

e Suppressing International Law and Norms: The United Nations Security Council is
tasked with maintaining international law and norms. Inaction on the part of states
that violate international law can lead to a dangerous precedent and possibly
increasing disdain for established norms.

e Encouraging Unilateral Actions: The UNSC may encourage states to act unilaterally
in situations where it is unable to come to a decision or take decisive action. Without
the UNSC's consent, Western nations imposed sanctions on Russia on the issue of
Ukraine. Ad hoc reactions and a disjointed approach to global challenges may result
from this.

e Prolonged Conflicts and Humanitarian Crises: Prolonged gridlock can lead to
prolonged conflicts, displacement, and humanitarian crises. In the case of Ukraine,
this has resulted in a significant toll on civilians and displacement of populations.

e Strain on Multilateral Diplomacy: Continued gridlock undermines the principles of
multilateral diplomacy and negotiation. Diplomatic efforts may be hampered as
parties to a conflict lose faith in the ability of the international community to broker
a peaceful solution.

e Impact on the P5's Role and Influence: Prolonged gridlock may reduce the PS5's
influence as global leaders. It can diminish their ability to shape international events
and promote their vision for global order.

e Potential for Escalation: In situations like the Ukraine crisis, where there is no UNSC
consensus, there is a risk of escalation as parties to the conflict may perceive a lack
of international resolve to prevent further aggression.

Conclusion

The ongoing gridlock underscores the need for reform in the UNSC's structure and decision-
making process. Countries like Germany, Japan, & India are advocating for expanding the
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UNSC's permanent membership to reflect contemporary global power dynamics and enhance
its representativeness.

8. Considering the Bombay High Court’s observations, discuss the potential challenges
and implications of the IT Rules amendment for editorial content online.

Introduction: Give context to the hearing in Bombay HC.
Body: Key challenges and implications related to IT Rules
Conclusion: Way forward
Bombay HC is hearing multiple petitions regarding the constitutionality of the Fact Check
Unit (FCU) set up by the Union Government as per Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2023 (IT Rules). The proposed
Fact Check Unit will ask social media platforms to take down content that they see as fake
or misleading.

Some challenges related to new IT Rules

e Censorship and Content Removal: If any content is found to be illegal, the
government is authorized to force its removal raising concern about possible speech
restriction and censorship. It puts a great deal of pressure on content platforms and
editors to swiftly detect and remove stuff, even when it's unclear if it violates the law.

e Privacy Issues: The regulations force platforms to track the source of specific
messages, which may jeopardize the privacy of users. Editors may find it more difficult
to obtain news and information from these sources since anonymity may no longer be
guaranteed.

¢ Definitional Ambiguity: The regulations provide ambiguous definitions for terms like
" “fake, false, and misleading." Content producers and editors may become confused
about what is and is not acceptable as a result of this ambiguity, which might give
rise to subjective interpretations.

e Placing barriers on the marketplace: The new rules increase operational costs for
social media companies. They are required to have Indian resident nodal officers,
compliance officers, and physical offices in India. This will increase their operational
costs significantly. Also, it will hamper the progress of multinational corporations and
start-up intermediary enterprises in India.

Implications of IT Rules

e Against Right to privacy: The new rules curtail free speech on digital platforms. The
Supreme Court in its famous Puttuswamy case judgment mentioned that any law that
impacts the fundamental right is void. Implementing the new IT Rules for social media
will violate the judgment and its provisions.

o Possibility of Abuse: Political or competitive motivations could lead to the abuse of
the regulations. Takedown requests may be directed towards editors and content
providers as a form of harassment.

e Takedown Without Due Process: The rules don't specify a clear due process for
content takedowns. This could result in legitimate editorial content being removed
without proper investigation or recourse for appeal.

e Violation of natural justice: there is no provision in the Rules that provides an
opportunity for an aggrieved intermediary to justify or defend the flagged content. This
violates the principles of natural justice.

Conclusion
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Government should frame clear guidelines regarding the new IT Rules 2023 which does not
offer any ambiguity and also establish an appeal mechanism against the order of FCU. The
courts would do well to reinforce the right to privacy and preserve the immunity offered to
companies under the “safe-harbour” principle.

9. Evaluate the role of strategic minerals in the development and proliferation of
electric vehicles (EVs) in India. How can the recent policy changes influence the EV
ecosystem in the country?

Introduction: Give brief context to the question

Body: What is the role of such minerals in the EV industry and how does government
policy influence the EV ecosystem?

Conclusion: Way forward

Critical minerals play a vital role in advancing and expanding the electric vehicle (EV) industry
in India. EVs are reliant on a variety of minerals and metals that are essential for their battery
systems, electric motors, and other crucial components. These minerals are fundamental for
manufacturing lithium-ion batteries and permanent magnets used in electric motors.

Role of such minerals in EVs

e Lithium: Lithium is a key component in EV batteries. India lacks significant lithium
reserves, which makes it dependent on imports. Jammu and Kashmir has the largest
deposit of lithium in India.

e Cobalt and Nickel: These metals are equally essential in the manufacturing of
batteries. India is actively working to diminish its dependence on these resources by
exploring alternative chemical formulations and promoting recycling practices.

e Niobium: It is used in electric vehicles for battery improvement, lightweight,
enhancing motor efficiency, emissions reduction, and durability.

e Rare earth elements: Rare earth elements are used in electric vehicles for powerful
motor magnets, catalytic converters, battery technologies, and lighting systems.

How have recent policy changes influenced the EV industry?

e FAME II (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles)
Scheme: The FAME II scheme provides financial incentives and subsidies to promote
the adoption of EVs in India. These incentives can help reduce the upfront cost of EVs
and stimulate demand.

e Encourage domestic mining: The Centre has specified new royalty rates by
amending the Second Schedule of the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957. The lowering of the royalty rates effectively aligns India’s royalty
rates with global benchmarks and paves the way for commercial exploitation of
strategic minerals through auctions, which can be conducted by the Centre or states.

e Exemption from tax: EV car owners are exempted from the registration fee and road
tax as per new rules of the Government and the government is committed to gradually
phasing out the sale of internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles.

e Charging Infrastructure: The government is investing in charging infrastructure to
address range anxiety and promote EV adoption. The government is also promoting
the recycling and reuse of EV batteries to extend their lifespan and reduce the need
for raw materials.

Conclusion
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The availability and access to strategic minerals are vital for the development and
proliferation of electric vehicles in India. Addressing the mineral supply chain remains a
crucial aspect of ensuring long-term sustainability and competitiveness in the EV market.

10.Discuss the implications of the increasing participation of women in the rural
workforce. To what extent can this trend be attributed to economic distress in rural
areas?

Introduction: Give recent context to the question

Body: What are the implications of increasing the participation rate of women and the
factors contributing to it?

Conclusion: Way forward

The latest periodic labour force survey for 2022-23 indicates that the national labor force
participation rate has been steadily rising & unemployment rate has also been declining
concurrently. On the surface, this should be a sign that the labor market is becoming better.
Nonetheless, the study also shows an increase in self-employment and a decrease in the
percentage of traditional wage/salaried work.

What are the implications of increasing the participation of women in rural India?

¢ Economic Empowerment: As more women enter the workforce, they become more
economically empowered, enabling them to contribute to the family income and lessen
their reliance on outside assistance.

e Poverty Alleviation: By increasing household incomes and giving families more
money for necessities, education, and healthcare, the trend can help reduce poverty
in rural areas.

o Development of Skills: As more women enter the workforce, they acquire important
knowledge and expertise that could enhance their employability and long-term
financial prospects.

e Gender Equality: Women's participation in the workforce challenges gender norms
and advances gender equality, which creates a more inclusive society.

e Agricultural Sector: Rural women often participate in agriculture, and their
involvement can lead to increased agricultural productivity and innovation.

How has economic distress affected this trend?

e Restricted Economic prospects: Women who are experiencing financial hardship
may decide to join the workforce to support their families in areas where there are few
economic prospects.

e Agricultural Challenges: Low crop yields, debt, and climate-related concerns can all
contribute to economic misery in rural regions and force women to participate in the
workforce.

e Government Initiatives: Government plans and initiatives that seek to give women
in rural areas access to jobs can help motivate women to enter the workforce. Eg,
There has been an increase in MGNREGA enrolment among the female labour force
in rural areas which has been witnessed since COVID.

¢ Social and Cultural Norms: As a result of evolving social and cultural norms that
support increased female participation, women may occasionally join the workforce.

e Education: One important factor is the educational attainment of rural women.
Increased workforce involvement may result from improved educational access.

Conclusion
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While the participation rate in rural areas has risen from 24.6 percent in 2017-18 to 41.5
percent in 2022-23 this increase is on account of an increase in the share of the self-employed
while the share of regular wage/salaried employed has fallen which reinforces concerns that
the economy is unable to generate sufficient productive and remunerative forms of
employment to absorb the millions entering the labour force each year.
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