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Analyze the impact of the recent conflicts in the Red Sea region, particularly the Houthi 

militia’s involvement, on global trade and regional stability. Discuss how these 

developments could influence India’s foreign policy and maritime security strategy. 
Introduction: Give brief context to the question 
Body: What is the impact of conflict on global trade and India’s maritime strategy? 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The recent involvement of the Houthi militia in the war against Israel has raised concern regarding the 

region’s stability. This will be critical for nations bordering the Red Sea region which connects the Suez 

Canal.  The Suez by itself carries nearly 15% of all global trade between the West and the East. 

Impact on Global Trade and Regional Stability 

• Disruption of the Suez Canal: The Red Sea is an important maritime route, and any hostilities in 

the area, particularly those carried out by the Houthis, could jeopardize the safety of global 

shipping. Potential disruptions to the Suez Canal, a vital chokepoint that connects the 

Mediterranean to the Red Sea, may have a significant impact on world trade by raising shipping 

rates and creating delays. 

• Humanitarian catastrophe: There is a serious humanitarian catastrophe as a result of the Houthi 

militia's involvement in the Yemeni conflict. The fighting has caused regional instability that 

extends to neighbouring nations and has wider ramifications for the political and economic 

stability of the Middle East. 

• Oil Transit: With oil tankers traveling through the Bab el-Mandeb strait, the Red Sea is also 

essential for the transit of oil. Price variations in the global oil market could result from any 

disruptions or security threats in this area. 

Influence on India's Foreign Policy 

• Energy Security: Because of its heavy reliance on Middle Eastern energy resources, India may 

have energy security issues in the event of a disruption in the Red Sea region.  

• Collaboration against Terrorism: The Houthi movement has been charged with having 

connections to Iran. India may coordinate its foreign policy with measures to address the 

underlying causes of the conflict and work with international partners on counterterrorism 

projects, given that it is a nation concerned with maintaining regional peace and combating 

terrorism. 

• Diplomatic Engagement: India may support international mediation efforts and push for 

diplomatic channels as a means of resolving regional problems, such as those in the Red Sea. 

Maritime Security Strategy 

• Naval Presence: To safeguard its economic interests and guarantee the security of maritime 

routes, India may increase its naval presence in the Indian Ocean due to its strategic location. To 

handle security issues in the Red Sea and its environs, this might entail stepping up patrols and 

collaborating with foreign fleets. Eg, Operation Sankalp. 

• Diplomatic Initiatives: India may take up diplomatic measures to support Red Sea region stability. 

This might be taking part in international forums, lending support to initiatives aimed at resolving 

conflicts and pushing for amicable settlements of local conflicts. 

• Relief Work: India has a track record of taking part in relief work. India may support global efforts 

to help impacted populations in the Yemeni crisis by contributing humanitarian aid. 

Conclusion 

India's foreign policy response is likely to be multifaceted, focusing on diplomatic initiatives, economic 

diversification, and a strategic naval presence to safeguard its interests in the region. 
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Discuss the role of delimitation in ensuring political equality in India. How does the 

process of delimitation impact the principle of ‘one person, one vote, one value’ in the 

context of Indian democracy? 
Introduction: Briefly describe Delimitation Commission 
Body: Highlight role of delimitation in ensuring political equality in India 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The process of drawing the borders of parliamentary or assembly seats is referred to as delimitation. A 

Delimitation Commission oversees this process following each census, and its decisions are final and 

unchallengeable in court. Seats reserved for the SC and ST communities in the state assembly or the Lok 

Sabha are also a result of delimitation. Article 82 of the Constitution states that following a ten-year census, 

Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act. 

Role of delimitation in ensuring political equality in India 

• Ensuring Proportional Representation- Delimitation Exercise provides equal representation to 

equal segments of the population. The Delimitation Commission chooses the number and 

boundaries of the constituencies in such a way that the population of each seat is the same, as far 

as possible. 

• Periodic Review: To take into consideration changes in the population's distribution and 

demographics, delimitation is not a one-time task but rather is done regularly. By doing this, 

political equality is maintained throughout time by ensuring that election borders continue to 

reflect changing demographics. 

• Avoiding Malapportionment: Malapportionment is the term used to describe the unequal 

distribution of voters among constituencies, which results in differences in the weight of each vote. 

Delimitation lessens the effects of population fluctuations and shifts by redrawing constituency 

boundaries, which helps prevent malapportionment. 

Impact of delimitation on the” one person, one vote” principle 

• Preserving the Honesty of the Democratic Process: The core tenet of democracy is "one person, 

one vote, one value." By taking into account population fluctuations over time, preventing the 

concentration of political power in particular areas, and encouraging a more equitable allocation 

of electoral constituencies, delimitation protects the integrity of this ideal. 

• Fair Representation: The goal of delimitation is to give various communities and areas of the 

nation equitable representation. It facilitates demographic shifts by guaranteeing that political 

power is dispersed proportionately to the population across a range of geographic locations. 

• Social and Regional Equity: Delimitation considers factors such as social diversity and regional 

representation. By taking into account the distribution of different communities and regions, 

delimitation strives to ensure that diverse groups have proportional political representation, 

contributing to the democratic principle of equality. 

Conclusion 

The upcoming delimitation exercise should take into account the concerns of southern states and minorities 

in the matter of allocation of seats to give them fair representation in the exercise's major role in 

strengthening or weakening democracy through redrawing of boundaries. 

 

Analyze the significance of international collaborations in Arctic research. How does 

India’s participation in the Arctic research base reflect its commitment to global scientific 

endeavors? 
Introduction: Give a brief description of the Arctic region 
Body: Highlight the significance of collaborations in Arctic research and India’s efforts in such endeavors. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Recently, India sent off its first winter expedition, comprising four scientists from four different institutions, 

to India’s Arctic Research Station Himadri. The region north of latitude 66° 34' N, above the Arctic Circle, is 
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a section of the Arctic Ocean and the eight nations that comprise the Arctic Council: the US, Canada, 

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and Denmark. Aside from the national laws of the 

Arctic countries, international agreements such as the UN Convention on the Law of the Seas and the 

Svalbard Treaty of 1920 regulate scientific study in the region. 

Significance of international collaborations in Arctic research 

• Shared Scientific Resources: Research in the Arctic is costly and logistically tough due to its large 

and demanding environment. Through collaborations, nations can pool resources—financial and 

scientific—to make the best use of their finite resources. 

• Environmental Monitoring and Conservation: International cooperation makes it easier to set 

up research stations and monitoring networks, which supports continuous attempts to determine 

how climate change is affecting the Arctic environment. Having this knowledge is essential for 

creating conservation and adaptation plans that work. 

• Political Cooperation: Research collaboration promotes diplomatic relations and peaceful 

cooperation among the various governments involved in the Arctic. It creates a framework for 

cooperating across countries to achieve shared objectives, fostering stability in the area. 

Regarding India's participation in Arctic research 

• Scientific Diplomacy: India's participation in Arctic research is indicative of its dedication to 

international scientific projects as well as scientific diplomacy. India offers its scientific resources 

and experience to international collaborations to tackle global concerns. Eg, India set up Himadri 

research base, IndArc a multi-sensory observatory & Gruvebadet Atmospheric Laboratory in 

Norway. 

• Developing Policies: Information from research conducted in the Arctic is essential for developing 

policies about environmental preservation, sustainable development, and climate change. India's 

involvement enables it to actively participate in the development of international policy grounded 

in solid scientific data. Eg, India’s Arctic Policy 2022 has been synchronized with Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

• information Exchange: India's involvement in Arctic research helps other Arctic and non-Arctic 

countries exchange technology and information. The scientific community in India can gain from 

this interchange, and it can further advancements across a range of sectors. 

Conclusion 

India's involvement in such endeavors demonstrates its commitment to advancing scientific knowledge, 

contributing to global initiatives, and engaging in diplomatic efforts for the collective benefit of the planet. 

 

Discuss the significance of the Chief Justice of India’s interpretation of Article 200 of the 

Constitution in the context of law-making at the state level. How does this interpretation 

impact the legislative autonomy of states? 
Introduction: Give a brief overview of judgment. 
Body: Highlight the significance of judgment in the interpretation of Article 200 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The recent judgment of SC in the State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to the Governor of Punjab and 

Another gave a new interpretation to Article 200 which relates to the options before a Governor when a 

Bill, after being passed by the State Legislature, is presented to him for his assent. The judgment says that 

if the Governor decides to withhold assent, he has to send it back to the Assembly immediately for 

reconsideration, in which case he has no other option except to give assent. 

Significance of CJI interpretation of Article 200 

• Rights of legislature: The judgment seeks to protect the rights of state assemblies in matters of 

lawmaking as it is common for an unelected Governor to withhold assent to the bills passed by the 

assembly without any reasonable cause. 
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• Delay in law-making exercise: Governors tend to not give assent to the bills and keep the bills 

pending for two or three years, virtually negating the legislative exercises of the State. In the Punjab 

case, the Indian Supreme Court made it clear that governors could not postpone the Bills' decision. 

Consequently, Article 200 now has more clarity thanks to the Supreme Court's ruling, and 

governors must act swiftly to decide on the Bills. 

• Strengthen the principle of federalism: The judgment further strengthens the principle of 

federalism and gives state assemblies autonomy in respect of law-making by placing a 

constitutional mandate on the duty of the Governor to give assent to the bills within a time frame. 

How does it impact the legislative autonomy of the state? 

• No clear definition: The second provision of Article 200 of the Constitution only mentions that 

bills that endanger the powers of the High Court are to be reserved by the Governor for 

consideration by the President. However, owing to a lack of clarity in definition Governor uses his 

discretion to send any Bill to the President. 

• Ordinance-making power: Under Article 213 of the Constitution Governor can in certain cases 

promulgate an ordinance only with instruction from the President. This article also impacts the 

legislative autonomy of the state. 

• Distribution of legislative powers between the Union and State: Under Article 254 repugnancy 

arises when there is a conflict between a central law and a state law on a subject in the Concurrent 

List. The only exception is that state law may prevail when it has been reserved for the 

consideration of the President and has received his assent.  

Conclusion 

The drafters of the Constitution did not foresee the possibility of Governors indefinitely delaying their 

decisions on Bills under Article 200. This phenomenon is a recent development that demands a fresh 

solution within the constitutional framework. As a result, it is suggested that the Supreme Court establish 

a reasonable timeframe within which Governors must make a decision on a Bill passed by the Assembly. 

This proposed intervention is seen as essential for preserving the principles of federalism in the country. 

 

Evaluate the need for procedural reforms in the Indian Parliament to balance the need 

for discipline with the necessity of robust debate and opposition. How can Parliament 

ensure effective functioning while accommodating diverse viewpoints? 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Why there is a need for procedural reforms in the functioning of Parliament? 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The recent suspension of 141 MPs from Parliament has raised concern about the functioning of Parliament 

which is India’s highest legislature and deliberative body, embodying the spirit of the Constitution. It also 

raises concern about the representative role of MPs which is a cardinal principle of parliamentary 

democracy.  

Need for Procedural Reforms in Parliament 

• Enhancing Efficiency: Procedural reforms are necessary to streamline legislative processes and 

reduce procedural bottlenecks. This can lead to more efficient decision-making and timely passage 

of legislation. 

• Curbing Disruptions: The Indian Parliament often faces disruptions, leading to adjournments and 

the stalling of proceedings. Procedural reforms can introduce mechanisms to curb disruptions, 

ensuring a more disciplined and focused parliamentary environment. 

• Strengthening Committee System: Reforms can focus on empowering and strengthening 

parliamentary committees. These committees play a crucial role in scrutinizing legislation, and 

reforms can enhance their effectiveness in conducting in-depth examinations. 

• Role of Speaker: The Speaker should act impartially, ensuring that all voices are heard while 

maintaining order during debates. 



Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of December, (Third Week) 2023 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

Ensuring Effective Functioning 

• Clear Rule of Conduct: Create and implement a clear rule of conduct that forbids personal attacks 

and encourages polite discourse. This keeps discussions from devolving into hostilities and keeps 

them on topic. 

• Dedication to Pluralism: Promote an environment that honours a range of viewpoints, making 

sure that every participant feels appreciated and heard regardless of their ideas, political beliefs, 

or background. 

• Sensitization and Training: Offer lawmakers courses on effective negotiation, communication, 

and dispute resolution. Sensitization training sessions help foster a more cooperative atmosphere 

and improve comprehension of differing points of view. 

• Frequent discussions: Holding regular, informal discussions outside of formal sessions between 

the opposition and the ruling party can promote mutual understanding and collaboration. 

Inclusion is promoted by actively involving all political parties and making sure that the opinions 

of minorities are heard during the decision-making process. 

Conclusion 

Achieving a balance between discipline and lively debate should be the goal of procedural improvements in 

the Indian Parliament. By putting these ideas into practice, the legislative process can become more 

inclusive and successful, allowing for a range of opinions and maintaining the democratic system's integrity. 

 

Critically examine the role of fiscal measures, such as taxation on High Fat Sugar Salt 

(HFSS) foods, in addressing public health challenges like obesity and diabetes in India. 

How can such measures be effectively implemented without being regressive? 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Highlight the role of fiscal measures in addressing public health challenges and measures for 
effective implementation 
Conclusion: Way forward 

HFSS food consumption contributes to health issues globally, challenging the misconception that obesity is 

limited to affluent urban areas. In India, Non-Communicable Diseases rose from 38% (1990) to 65% (2019), 

causing 1.2 million annual deaths. The economic impact was $23 billion in 2017, with a projected increase 

to $480 billion by 2060 if unaddressed. 

Role of fiscal measures in addressing public health challenges 

• Incentives for Behavioural Change: Taxes on high-fat, high-sugar foods (HFSS) act as a deterrent, 

urging people to choose healthier foods and cutting back on the intake of unhealthy products 

associated with diabetes and obesity. 

• Revenue Generation: By taxing foods high in fat, sugar, and salt, money may be set aside for public 

health campaigns, healthcare programs, and interventions. This creates a steady stream of 

financing for tackling health issues. 

• Sector Reformulation: By providing incentives, taxes can stimulate the food sector to reformulate 

and produce healthier substitutes. This encourages a change in production towards goods that 

cause fewer health problems. 

• Lowering External Costs: The use of HFSS results in higher healthcare costs, which are external. 

Taxes aid in the internalization of these expenses, placing the onus of these items' negative 

externalities on customers and the industry. 

Measures to ensure effective implementation 

• Designing Effective Tax Structures: The current GST rates on highly processed goods, like sugar-

sweetened drinks (SSGs) and salty snacks, are not commensurate with their nutritional value. 

Various discrepancies don't take into account the different nutritional effects of various goods, 

hence they do not affect changing dietary preferences for healthier options. Therefore, the need is 
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to design tax structures that consider the nutritional impact of foods, with higher rates for HFSS 

products and lower or zero rates for healthier alternatives, can be more effective. 

• Consumer Education: Unhealthy consumption patterns are a result of both the influence of 

aggressive marketing and a lack of customer awareness. In addition to taxing, encouraging 

nutrition knowledge and offering unambiguous food labels can enable consumers to make more 

informed and health-conscious decisions. These measures can be supplemented with other 

measures such as the promotion of nutrition literacy and effective food labeling, as more potent 

tools to combat the rising epidemic of overweight and obesity by creating a more sustainable and 

equitable food system. 

Conclusion 

India could create a specific tax system and study the finest methods that other countries, such as the United 

States, the United Kingdom, Denmark, France, Hungary, Mexico, and South Africa, have implemented as a 

deterrent to consuming HFSS, promote healthier food choices and foster the nation’s well-being.  

 

Analyze the challenges faced by India in balancing its defence budgeting with the need for 

effective deterrence. How can India optimize its defence spending in the face of evolving 

security threats? 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Highlight challenges faced by India in balancing its defence budgeting. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

India faces several challenges in balancing its defence budget with the need for effective deterrence. These 

challenges are complex and multifaceted, and they require careful consideration and strategic planning. 

The challenges on our northern borders and western borders warrant a judicious assessment of India’s 

defence budget. 

Challenges faced by India in balancing its defence budgeting 

• Modernization and Technological Upgradation: The rapid pace of technological advancements 

requires constant modernization of defence capabilities, which can strain the budget. The focus 

should be on developing asymmetric capabilities in space, cyber, artificial intelligence, quantum 

technologies, and blockchain. These are likely to be the battle-winning technologies of the future, 

and to get technology transfer for them will be difficult.  

• Manpower Costs: A significant portion of the defence budget is allocated to personnel costs, 

including salaries, pensions, and benefits. The arrears to be paid for schemes like One Rank One 

Pension would put a strain on the budget. 

• Geopolitical Shifts and Regional Dynamics: Defence priorities and budget distribution may need 

to be reevaluated in light of the changing geopolitical environment. Increased funding for defence 

is required in areas such as the Malacca Strait, West Asian rescue missions, and competition with 

China in the Indo-Pacific. 

Potential ways to optimize defence spending 

• Indigenous manufacturing: Enhance defence-industrial capabilities to reduce dependency on 

imports and stimulate the domestic defence industry through programs like Atmanirbhar Bharat, 

and the Innovations For Defence Excellence (iDEX) scheme are notable achievements. These efforts 

should be supplemented with an increase in allocation for research and development and support 

from the private sector. 

• Policymaking: Policy initiatives like restructuring of the Ordnance Factory Board, the 

promulgation of negative lists for imports, the higher allocation for capital expenditure, or even 

institutionalized support like the non-lapsable Modernisation Fund for Defence and Internal 

Security (MFDIS) can help to optimize defence spending. 

• Strategic partnerships: The need is to regularly assess geopolitical threats and align defence 

priorities. Creating strategic alliances with like-minded countries such as the US, UK, Japan, and 
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South Korea to share defence budget burdens & collaborate on research and development to 

mitigate security challenges. 

Conclusion 

A well-thought-out defence strategy, coupled with prudent resource allocation and effective management, 

can enable India to maintain a strong deterrent capability in the face of evolving security threats. 

 

Examine the role of spectrum allocation in national security and economic development. 

How does the administrative allocation of spectrum for satellite broadband services 

impact India’s strategic interests? 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: What role does spectrum allocation play in national security and economic development? 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Recently passed Telecommunication Bill, 2023 proposes significant and far-reaching changes in the 

regulatory architecture governing the telecom sector in India. It allows for the administrative allocation of 

spectrum for satellite broadband services. The Bill also allows the Central government to take over control 

and management of telecommunication services in the interest of national security or the event of a war. 

Role of Spectrum Allocation in National Security & Economic Development 

• Defence Communication: The electromagnetic spectrum is crucial to military communication. 

Defence forces can maintain situational awareness, conduct operations without hindrance, and 

communicate effectively when resources are allocated securely and efficiently. 

• Surveillance and Reconnaissance: Spectrum is essential for various surveillance and 

reconnaissance technologies, including radar systems. Proper allocation allows for the 

development and deployment of advanced defense technologies for monitoring and safeguarding 

national borders. 

• Broadband services and telecoms: Spectrum serves as the foundation for both of these 

industries. The expansion of telecommunications networks is facilitated by efficient allocation, 

which also promotes economic development by enabling better internet services and connectivity. 

• Innovation and Technology Development: A lot of new technologies are dependent on particular 

spectrum bands, like 5G and the Internet of Things (IoT). Allotting spectrum for innovation 

promotes the creation of new technologies, which boosts the economy and generates employment. 

Impact of Administrative Allocation of Spectrum for Satellite Broadband Services on India’s 

Strategic Interests 

• Strategic Communication: Satellite communication is a robust means of communicating 

strategically. India's strategic communication infrastructure is improved when a spectrum is 

allotted for satellite broadband services, including defence and diplomatic uses. 

• Global Competitiveness: India can establish itself as a major player in the space and satellite 

industries by allotting spectrum for satellite broadband services. This boosts India's strategic 

influence internationally in addition to aiding in economic development. 

• Connectivity and Digital Inclusion: Improved connectivity, particularly in rural and underserved 

areas, can be facilitated by the administrative distribution of spectrum for satellite broadband 

services in India. Ensuring universal access to information and communication technologies is 

imperative in mitigating the digital divide. 

• Emergency Response and Disaster Management: The utilization of satellite broadband services 

can be extremely important in these scenarios. The spectrum allotted for these services bolsters 

India's capacity to efficiently handle emergencies, crises, and natural disasters. 

Conclusion 

A balanced and strategic approach to spectrum management is essential to meet the growing demands of 

various sectors while ensuring the country's security and competitiveness on the global stage. 
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Examine the constitutional validity of the Post Office Bill, 2023, in light of Supreme Court 

rulings on state surveillance powers and the right to privacy. 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the Bill. 
Body: Highlight key features of the Bill and concerns related to it. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Parliament recently passed Post Office Bill, 2023 that seeks to replace the colonial-era Indian Post Office 

Act, 1898. The legislation is an attempt to ensure the effective functioning of the Postal Department as a 

messenger service and as a provider of banking facilities. 

Key features of the Bill 

• Interception of Articles: Section 9 of the bill confers upon the Centre the power, through official 

notification, to authorize officers for the interception, opening, or detention of shipments in the 

pursuit of state security, fostering amicable relations with foreign states, maintaining public order, 

addressing emergencies, ensuring public safety, or ensuring compliance with other laws. 

• Exemption from Liability: Section 10 of the legislation provides immunity to the Post Office and 

its officers, shielding them from liability related to loss, mis-delivery, delay, or damage during 

services, except as explicitly prescribed. The Post Office Act of 1898 has undergone substantial 

amendments, with the removal of the majority of offenses and penalties, except for non-payment 

cases, which remain recoverable as arrears of land revenue. 

• Special features: The current bill abolishes Section 4 of the 1898 Act, which granted exclusive 

postal transportation privileges to the Centre. It also empowers the Director General of Postal 

Services to oversee specified extra services and set fees without parliamentary approval. 

Concerns related to Bill 

• Unauthorized State Surveillance: Critics argue that the Bill threatens privacy rights by allowing 

unchecked interception of postal articles, raising the risk of unauthorized state surveillance and 

abuse. The Supreme Court, in the PUCL v. Union of India (1996) case, mandated safeguards to 

align with the right to privacy under Articles 19(1)(a) and Article 21. 

• Violation of Privacy: In Justice KS Puttaswamy versus Union of India (2017), the Supreme Court 

unanimously declared the right to privacy to be a fundamental right of all Indians. The broad 

powers given to the Central Government under the Bill violate six conditions for any state measure 

impacting privacy: legality, legitimate goal, suitability, necessity, proportionality, and procedural 

safeguards. 

• Vague Terms: The term ’emergency’ is not clearly defined anywhere in the Constitution and Bill. 

Hence, giving sweeping powers to the state of interception cannot serve as a reasonable ground for 

suspension of fundamental rights under Article 19(1).  

Conclusion 

The government needs to address concerns related to the Bill raised by Opposition parties & establish clear, 

transparent rules for mail interception, ensuring these are fair and include procedural safeguards. Defining 

vague definitions and framing grievance redressal mechanisms can serve as a bedrock to balance concerns 

of national security with the right to privacy. 

 

Evaluate the ethical and legal challenges in the enforcement of money laundering laws in 

India, considering recent judicial observations on the ED’s functioning and the potential 

for abuse of authority. 
Introduction: Describe the formation of ED. 
Body: What are the ethical and legal challenges in the enforcement of money laundering laws in India? 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The origin of the Enforcement Directorate (ED) dates back to May 1, 1956, when an 'Enforcement Unit' was 

established within the Department of Economic Affairs. Its initial purpose was to address violations of 

Exchange Control Laws under the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA). Over time, the ED has evolved 
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into a multi-dimensional organization, now tasked with investigating economic offenses under various 

laws, including the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, Foreign 

Exchange Management Act, and FERA. 

Ethical and Legal Challenges in enforcement of money laundering laws in India 

• Jurisdiction Overreach: Criticism of the Enforcement Directorate’s overreach was especially 

noted in the case Pankaj Bansal vs Union of India, where the Supreme Court highlighted issues 

with the ED’s actions, including searches, seizures, and arrests, which have been deemed outside 

its powers & criticized the ED for not exercising its powers with probity, fairness, and consistency. 

• Limited Interpretation by the Supreme Court: The Supreme Court, in the Vijay Madanlal 

Choudhary and Ors vs Union of India and Ors. (2022) case, interpreted the PMLA in a way that 

restricts its application to "wrongful and illegal gain of property" resulting from criminal activity 

related to scheduled offenses. The court emphasized the necessity for the property to qualify as 

"proceeds of crime" under Section 2(1)(u) of the 2002 Act. 

• Selective Targeting and Abuse of Process: There have been concerns about the ED's selective 

targeting of individuals in states governed by the Opposition. There have been instances where the 

ED has conducted inquiries into offenses not covered by the PMLA, such as the alleged illegal 

mining of sand, which falls under state jurisdiction. 

• Impact on Federalism: Absolute powers given to CBI & ED have eroded the principles of 

federalism as investigating agencies target states based on political considerations, potentially 

damaging the foundations of the Constitution.  

Conclusion  

Concerns related to the ED's conduct, selective targeting, potential abuse of authority, and violations of 

federalism demand a closer examination of practices and actions of the enforcement agencies particularly 

by Constitutional bodies like courts to prevent further erosion of democracy and emphasize the need to 

uphold constitutional values. 

 

Critically analyze the relationship between sovereign credit ratings and a country’s 

macroeconomic fundamentals, with a specific focus on India’s experience. How do credit 

rating agencies’ methodologies impact emerging economies like India? 
Introduction Give a brief description of Sovereign credit ratings.  
Body: What is the relationship between Credit ratings and macroeconomic fundamentals? 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Sovereign credit ratings, evaluations offered by credit rating agencies (CRAs), gauge a country's capacity to 

fulfill its debt obligations. These ratings hold significant sway in shaping the decisions of global investors, 

impacting a nation's borrowing expenses and its ability to tap into capital markets. The correlation between 

sovereign credit ratings and a nation's macroeconomic fundamentals is intricate and multifaceted. 

Relationship between Sovereign Credit Ratings and Macroeconomic Fundamentals 

• Fiscal Policy: Credit ratings are greatly impacted by a nation's budgetary management, 

government debt levels, and fiscal restraint. Downgrades could result from high levels of 

government debt relative to GDP. 

• Monetary policy: The stability of a country's currency, inflation rates, and central bank policies 

are considered. A stable and predictable monetary environment is generally favourable for higher 

credit ratings. 

• Economic Growth: Credit ratings are positively impacted by sustainable economic growth. A 

booming economy has the potential to increase revenue and decrease the overall amount of debt. 

• External factors: Credit ratings can be adversely affected by external factors, including but not 

limited to global economic trends, political stability, social and political unrest, and trade dynamics 

that impact a country's credit rating. 
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Credit Rating Agencies' Methodologies and Impact on Emerging Economies 

• Focus on Short-Term Indicators: Some methodologies may heavily rely on short-term indicators, 

potentially overlooking long-term growth prospects and structural reforms that are crucial for 

emerging economies. 

• Limited Diversity in Methodologies: There is a concern that the methodologies used by major 

credit rating agencies may not fully capture the complexities and nuances of emerging economies, 

leading to a lack of diversity in assessment approaches. 

• Opaque Methodologies: Rating agencies rely on qualitative factors based on subjective 

assessment, as opposed to objective measures of a sovereign’s ability and willingness to pay its 

debts. 

• Ignoring macroeconomic fundamentals: Rating agencies tend to rely on factors like Good 

governance, democracy, citizen’s voice and accountability, rule of law, and control of 

corruption while giving less weight to factors like GDP growth, inflation, government debt-GDP 

ratio, fiscal and current account balances, external liabilities & forex reserve levels thereby 

lowering ratings of countries like India. 

Conclusion 

India should focus on fiscal consolidation & improving data collection especially related to Census and 

expenditure surveys. A diversified and comprehensive assessment framework would better capture the 

unique dynamics of emerging economies like India. 

 

Analyze the impact of the Telecommunications Bill, of 2023, on India’s digital landscape, 

particularly in terms of government control and surveillance. Discuss the balance 

between national security and individual privacy in the context of this bill. 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Highlight the impact of the bill on India’s digital landscape. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The newly introduced Telecommunications Bill, 2023 aims to bring in structural changes to the current 

regulatory mechanisms in the telecom sector. It seeks to replace the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885, 

the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act of 1933, and the Telegraph Wires (Unlawful Possession) Act of 1950. 

Impact of the new bill on Digital Landscape 

• Powers of Interception: In the event of a public emergency or a threat to national security, the 

government may halt, take over, or monitor any telecom service. In the event of a public emergency, 

interest, or safety concern, the Bill gives the central and state governments, or a government-

authorized officer, the authority to request power suspension, disclosure, and interception. 

• Data Security and Privacy Issues: The government is also authorized to announce standards and 

guarantee adherence to data processing and encryption in telecommunications. It is unclear 

whether the Centre will be able to stop widely used chat apps from encrypting text messages. The 

right to privacy of the user is violated by this. 

• Vague definitions: The new Bill has left open different interpretations of definitions of telecom, 

telecom services, and what defines a message. It is purported that these definitions have been 

intentionally left vague to potentially regulate online platforms as well (OTT Platforms, and 

messaging apps like WhatsApp). 

Considerations for Balancing National Security and Individual Privacy 

• Data Protection Measures: Adequate provisions for data protection and privacy are crucial. The 

legislation should align with or complement existing data protection laws to ensure the secure 

handling of personal information. 
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• Transparency and Accountability: To maintain public trust, the legislation should mandate 

transparency regarding surveillance practices. Regular reporting on the use of surveillance powers 

and accountability for abuses can help strike a balance. 

• Consultation with stakeholders: In the spirit of democratic governance, involving the public & 

tech industry is vital to understanding the practical implications of the legislation on digital 

infrastructure, ensuring that it doesn't stifle innovation while meeting security objectives. 

• Explicit Legal Protections: Strong and unambiguous legal safeguards against the abuse of 

surveillance authority should be a part of the bill that covers mechanisms for accountability, 

transparency, and judicial oversight. 

Conclusion 

The impact of the Telecommunications Bill, of 2023, on India's digital landscape will largely depend on the 

specific provisions of the bill. Striking the right balance between government control, surveillance for 

national security, and protection of individual privacy is a delicate task. It requires a thoughtful approach 

that considers legal safeguards, data protection, transparency, and public participation to create a 

framework that addresses both security imperatives and the rights of individuals. 

 


