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Analyze the recent initiative by the Uttar Pradesh and Haryana governments to recruit
workers for Israel. Discuss the implications of such moves on labour migration policies and
the protection of workers in conflict zones.

Introduction: Give a brief context of the question
Body: Highlight the implications of the policy
Conclusion: Way forward

The Uttar Pradesh and Haryana governments, with the help of the National Skill Development Corporation

(NSDC), have started the process of recruiting about 10,000 workers to go to Israel, primarily for
construction activities.

Positive implications of such a decision

Economic benefits: With claimed earnings considerably higher than domestic rates, this
endeavour may present skilled and semi-skilled people from UP and Haryana with appealing
employment prospects. This may result in more remittances, a decline in poverty, and better living
conditions for families back home.

Talent development: The hiring procedure may call for skill evaluations and instruction, which
could upskill applicants and improve their employability in India and Israel.

Building bilateral relations: This agreement may facilitate future opportunities for diplomatic
and commercial cooperation between Israel and India.

Negative implications of such a decision

Employee susceptibility: There are worries over the safety and security of Indian labourers when
a sizable labour force is dispatched to an area where violence is still raging. Israel and Palestine are
vulnerable to possible violence and unrest due to their unstable political situations.

Exploitation and unfair labour practices: Vulnerable workers, particularly those with
inadequate language skills and awareness of Israeli labour rules, may be taken advantage of by
dishonest middlemen or employers. It is necessary to handle the possibility of low living
conditions, salary disputes, and discrimination.

Ethical issues: Some contend that there are ethical issues when aiding migration to a nation that
is embroiled in a conflict. There is controversy around the morality of hiring people to perform
work that might obliquely fund operations in areas of conflict.

Implications for labour migration policies and worker protection

Transparency and communication: Both governments must provide open and honest
communication with prospective migrants, elucidating the advantages and disadvantages of
working in Israel and offering sufficient pre-departure training and assistance.

Metrics for oversight and implementation: To safeguard migrant workers from exploitation and
abuse, it is essential to have efficient systems in place to monitor working conditions, enforce
labour laws, and immediately handle grievances.

Need for comprehensive safeguards: This initiative underscores the need for robust government
and international cooperation to establish a framework for safe and ethical labour migration. This
would involve clear agreements on working conditions, wages, dispute resolution mechanisms,
and social security provisions for migrant workers.

Conclusion

Careful planning, robust safeguards, and international cooperation are necessary to ensure safe and ethical
labour migration and maximize the positive outcomes for both migrant workers and their home countries.
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Discuss the need for procedural safeguards in legislation granting interception powers to
government authorities. How can such safeguards prevent the misuse of power and protect
citizens’ rights, particularly in the context of the new Post Office Act?

Introduction: Briefly describe the new Post Office Act.

Body: Highlight the need for safeguards to prevent misuse of power and protect citizens' rights.

Conclusion: Way forward

The Parliament has recently approved the Post Office Bill of 2023, aiming to replace the outdated Indian
Post Office Act of 1898. This legislative initiative is geared towards enhancing the operational efficiency of
the Postal Department, both as a messenger service and as a provider of banking services. However, the
Opposition expressed fears about the provision of unchecked powers of interception of any item by the post
office authorities, including the conditions of such interception, i.e., (occurrence of any) ‘emergency’ which
is not defined under the Act.

Need for procedural safeguards in legislation

e Privacy Infringement: When personal communication is intercepted, it may reveal confidential
information, stifle free expression, and encourage self-censorship. Without protections, people
would feel like they are always being watched, which would impede free speech and open
communication.

e Power Abuse: Unrestricted interception powers encourage discriminatory and arbitrary
targeting, which goes against due process and equality norms. By fostering responsibility and
restricting discretion, safeguards reduce these dangers.

e Chilling Effect on Dissent: People's fear of being watched can prevent them from speaking out
against injustice or expressing dissent, which could undermine democratic principles and
accountability. Citizens can feel secure knowing that their lawful actions won't be the target of
arbitrary surveillance thanks to safeguards.

Safeguards in the Post Office Act

¢ Judicial Authorization: Prior authorization from a designated independent judicial authority
should be required before intercepting communications, preventing unilateral executive action.
The new legislation should incorporate directives as put up by SC in People’s Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL) vs Union of India (1996) to prevent misuse of interception powers.

e Grounds for Interception: Specific and serious offenses like terrorism or threats to national
security should justify interception, not minor or vague suspicions. The new Bill must draw
inference from rule 419A of the Telegraph Rules or the IT Rules which clarify what constitutes the
‘emergent’ cases.

e Penal provisions for unauthorized interception: There should be separate penal provisions like
section 26 of the Telegraph Act, to punish unauthorized interception. Independent review
committees should recommend disciplinary action for misuse of powers by the competent
authority.

Conclusion

Strong procedural safeguards in the Post Office Act are not just formalities; they prevent misuse of powers,
protecting citizens' privacy and free communication rights. Prioritizing these safeguards maintains a crucial
balance between national security and democratic values.
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Analyze the significance of including tax contribution by states as a measure of efficiency
in the distribution formula recommended by the Finance Commission. How does this relate
to the principles of equity and efficiency in tax revenue transfers?

Introduction: Give a brief description of the Finance Commission

Body: What is the significance of including tax contribution as an efficiency measure in the distribution
formula?

Conclusion: Way forward

The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under Article 280 of the Constitution, mainly to
give its recommendations on the distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the States and
amongst the States themselves. The Finance Commission’s important job is to recommend a distribution
formula specifying each State’s share in the part of the Union tax revenue assigned to States.

Significance of Including Tax Contribution as an Efficiency Measure:

o Rewards fiscally responsible states: It incentivizes states to improve their tax administration,
broaden their tax base, and minimize leakages. This promotes efficient resource allocation and
fiscal management within states.

e Promotes economic dynamism: Higher tax contribution could indicate a state's economic
potential and dynamism, suggesting its ability to generate resources and contribute to the national
pool.

e Reduces dependence on central transfers: Increased state tax contribution can potentially
decrease their reliance on central grants, leading to a more fiscally balanced federal system.

How does tax contribution relate to principles of equity and efficiency in revenue transfer?

o Encouraging Cooperative Federalism: By encouraging shared responsibility, cooperative
federalism is consistent with the ideals of efficiency and equity. A more cooperative and equitable
fiscal environment is created when states that actively contribute to tax revenue are recognized for
their role in national growth.

e Resolving Regional Disparities: The distribution formula promotes efficiency and equity by
taking into account regional differences. To promote a fair and balanced distribution, it guarantees
that states who are experiencing financial difficulties receive assistance while also honouring and
rewarding those that make substantial contributions to the federal budget.

e Encouraging Revenue Mobilization: This promotes states' increased revenue self-sufficiency,
which is consistent with the efficiency principle. Incentives for states that actively contribute to
overall tax income are provided, which encourages accountability and responsibility and advances
equity.

Conclusion

Including tax contribution as a measure of efficiency in the Finance Commission's formula can incentivize
fiscal responsibility and promote economic dynamism. However, it is crucial to implement it cautiously,
ensuring it doesn't exacerbate existing inequalities and undermine the principle of equity. Careful
consideration of weightage, special category status, and capacity building can help achieve a balanced and
just distribution formula that fosters both efficiency and equity in tax revenue transfers.
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Discuss the role of energy storage capabilities and the flexibility of the existing coal fleet in
India’s energy transition. How do these factors contribute to maintaining energy security
while pursuing decarbonization?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: What is the role of energy storage capabilities in India’s energy transition?

Conclusion: Way forward

The role of energy storage capabilities and the flexibility of the existing coal fleet in India's energy transition
is crucial for achieving a balance between energy security and decarbonization.

Role of energy storage capabilities in India’s energy transition

e Bridging the gap between variable renewables and demand: Solar and wind power are
intermittent, creating imbalances between generation and demand. Energy storage, through
technologies like batteries and pumped hydro, can capture excess renewable energy during peak
generation and release it during peak demand, ensuring grid stability and reliable power supply.

¢ Smoothing out fluctuations and ramping up/down renewables: Storage can quickly respond
to sudden changes in demand or generation, mitigating fluctuations and reducing reliance on
polluting peak power plants. This allows for higher penetration of renewables without
compromising grid stability.

o Facilitating grid modernization and integration: Storage can act as a buffer, enabling efficient
transmission and distribution of renewable energy across vast distances, supporting grid
expansion and integration of geographically dispersed renewable resources.

Contributions to Energy Security and Decarbonization:

o Enhanced grid resilience: Both energy storage and coal fleet flexibility contribute to a more
resilient grid, able to withstand fluctuations and shocks, ensuring a reliable power supply for
homes and businesses. This is vital for maintaining energy security while integrating larger shares
of renewables.

e Accelerated decarbonization: By facilitating higher penetration of renewables and reducing
reliance on fossil fuels, both factors contribute to reducing carbon emissions and advancing India's
decarbonization goals.

e Balanced energy mix: A balanced mix of renewables, energy storage, and flexible coal generation
can provide a safe and secure path toward transitioning to a low-carbon energy future

Energy storage capabilities and the flexibility of the existing coal fleet play crucial roles in balancing India's
energy security and decarbonization goals. Investing in storage, modernizing coal plants, and implementing
a well-planned phase-out strategy is key to navigating this transition successfully. By finding the right mix
of these elements, India can create a sustainable and resilient energy future while ensuring reliable power
for its growing population. Continuous monitoring, policy adjustments, and collaboration between all
stakeholders are crucial for India to harness the full potential of these tools and achieve its ambitious energy
transition goals.
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Analyze the strategic significance of the India-France partnership in the current global
geopolitical context. Also, discuss the challenges and opportunities in this bilateral
relationship.

Introduction: Give a brief context of the question

Body: Highlight the strategic significance of the relationship and the challenges, and opportunities

associated with the relationship.

Conclusion: Way forward

French President Emmanuel Macron will be the Chief Guest for the Republic Day this year and the visit will
strengthen the relationship between the two nations. The visit is likely to give a fillip to the ongoing talks
for a comprehensive trade agreement between India and the EU.

Strategic significance of the relationship

e Indo-Pacific: France has military outposts and a significant presence as a resident power in the
Indo-Pacific region. The utilization of French military bases by Indian forces, cooperative exercises
between the two nations, and attaining real-time marine domain awareness in the Indian Ocean
are all crucial to India.

e Defence Cooperation: France is one of India's key defence partners, supplying Rafale fighter jets,
Scorpene submarines, and other advanced weaponry. This military cooperation bolsters India's
regional security capabilities and strengthens its defence partnership with Europe.

e Space and Nuclear Collaboration: Both nations collaborate on space exploration and civil nuclear
development, showcasing their shared commitment to cutting-edge technology and peaceful
applications of nuclear energy.

Challenges

o Differing strategic priorities: While converging on key issues, India and France may have
different approaches to specific concerns, like engagement with Iran or Pakistan and the Ukraine-
Russia war.

e Trade imbalances: France’s GDP is almost equal to that of India’s, but bilateral trade remains far
below potential. Trade with France constitutes only 1.41% of India’s total international trade.

o France as a strategic partner: France possesses considerable capabilities in the diplomatic,
military, space, and nuclear sectors, allowing it to provide substantial contributions to India.
However, its strength is not sufficient to independently influence global order, norms, or rules, nor
is it capable of effectively countering China in the event of escalating tensions.

Opportunities

e Cultural and Educational Ties: Strengthening cultural and educational ties can enhance people-
to-people connections. Increased student exchanges, cultural events, and academic collaborations
can deepen the understanding and appreciation of each other's societies.

e Infrastructure and connectivity: Working together to improve connections and undertake
infrastructure projects can support regional growth. Collaborative investments in energy,
telecommunications, and transportation infrastructure can improve economic relations.

e Innovation and Technology Exchange: Both countries have strengths in innovation and
technology. Opportunities for joint research, development, and technology exchange can foster
mutual benefits, particularly in sectors like space exploration, artificial intelligence, and advanced
manufacturing.

Conclusion

The India-France strategic partnership offers both nations a multitude of strategic benefits in the current
global context. Overcoming challenges and capitalizing on opportunities will be crucial to ensuring the
continued growth and relevance of this crucial bilateral relationship in the years to come.
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Critically examine the role of the Basic Structure Doctrine in safeguarding Indian
democracy. Discuss its implications on the balance of power between the Judiciary and the
Legislature.

Introduction: Give a brief description of the doctrine.

Body: Highlight the role of the Basic Structure Doctrine in safeguarding Indian democracy and its

implications on the balance of power between the Judiciary and Legislature.

Conclusion: Way forward

The "Basic Structure” concept is a product of Indian-specific judicial innovation. According to the idea, the
Parliament's ability to modify the constitution cannot change certain aspects of it. The Indian Constitution
does not refer to "Basic Structure.”

Role of “Basic Structure Doctrine” in safeguarding Indian democracy

e Preservation of Fundamental Rights: The protection of the fundamental rights entrenched in the
Constitution is guaranteed by the Basic Structure Doctrine. It thwarts any effort to weaken or
jeopardize citizens' fundamental rights by designating some fundamental concepts as immutable.

e Constitutional Supremacy: This theory maintains that the Constitution is supreme. It states that
the Constitution is the ultimate rule of the land and that any legislation that deviates from its
fundamental framework may be overturned. This upholds the fundamentals of the rule of law and
constitutionalism.

e Protection of Federal Structure: The theory maintains the balance of power between the federal
and state levels, hence protecting the federal structure of the Indian Constitution. Any attempt to
change this federal balance in a way that isn't compliant with the fundamental framework is subject
to judicial review.

Implications on the Balance of Power

o Possibility of Judicial Activism: Detractors argue that the Basic Structure Doctrine could lead to
judicial activism, in which judges freely interpret the Constitution and heavily meddle in public
policy decisions. This may give rise to worries over the division of powers.

¢ Judicial Supremacy vs. Parliamentary Sovereignty: The Basic Structure Doctrine has led to
debates regarding the appropriate balance between judicial supremacy and parliamentary
sovereignty. Critics argue that it may unduly empower the judiciary at the expense of elected
representatives.

e Limitation on Democratic Decision-Making: The doctrine limits the power of elected
representatives to amend the Constitution freely. While it safeguards fundamental rights, it also
raises questions about whether unelected judges should have the authority to curtail the decisions
of elected representatives.

Conclusion

The Basic Structure Doctrine remains a debated concept in Indian democracy. While it arguably safeguards
core democratic principles, its implications for the balance of power and its potential to hinder progress
cannot be ignored. Finding a workable compromise that respects both democratic legitimacy and
constitutional integrity is crucial for India's future.
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Analyze the case of South Africa vs. Israel at the International Court of Justice in the context
of the International Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide. Discuss the challenges in proving genocide in international law.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight challenges in proving genocide in International Law.
Conclusion: Way forward

Recently, South Africa approached the International Court of Justice (IC]) to seek an immediate order
affirming that Israel had violated its commitments under the 1948 Genocide Convention. South Africa
accuses Israel of committing genocide against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip through military operations.
They argue that Israel's actions meet the specific criteria outlined in the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This treaty defines genocide as acts committed "with intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group, as such."

Challenges in Proving Genocide

o High Threshold: The legal bar for demonstrating genocidal intent is extremely high, requiring
concrete evidence of a specific plan or policy aimed at destroying a group.

e Contextual Complexity: Understanding the political and historical context is crucial, as situations
often involve complex conflicts with intricate dynamics beyond simplistic "victim-perpetrator"
narratives.

e Evidence Gathering: Obtaining reliable and admissible evidence in situations of ongoing conflict
is challenging, particularly regarding intent and motivation.

o Political Considerations: Geopolitical realities and alliances can influence judicial proceedings
and decision-making. Political interests may influence the willingness of states to support
investigations or bring a case to an international court, impacting the legal process.

o State Responsibility: Genocide can be committed by state actors, non-state actors, or a
combination of both. Proving the involvement and responsibility of a state in committing or
allowing genocide poses legal challenges, especially when addressing non-state actors.

e Legal Definitions and Interpretations: Different legal systems and jurisdictions may interpret
and define genocide differently. Harmonizing these interpretations and ensuring consistency in
applying legal definitions can be challenging.

Conclusion

This case underscores the crucial role of the IC] in upholding international law and addressing human rights
violations. Closely observing the legal arguments, appreciating the evidentiary challenges, and
understanding the wider political context will be crucial as this intricate and sensitive case unfolds. Cases
brought to the International Court of Justice demand a rigorous examination of evidence, legal arguments,
and adherence to the definitions outlined in the Genocide Convention.

Discuss the challenges faced in implementing the Jal Jeevan Mission across diverse terrains
and geographical regions in India. How have these challenges been addressed?
Introduction: Describe Jal Jeevan Mission.
Body: Address challenges & measures associated with the scheme.
Conclusion: Way forward.

Jal Jeevan Mission was launched in 2019 to provide safe and adequate drinking water through individual
household tap connections by 2024 to all households in rural India. The goal of the mission is to have ‘Har
Ghar Jal’- every house in the village is to be provided with a Functional tap connection. According to the
latest data the Jal Jeevan Mission has already provided tap water to 73% of rural households. This means
that more than 14 crore rural households have tap connections compared to only 3.23 crore in August 2019.

Challenges in implementing the mission
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e Inadequate infrastructure: One of the main issues is the rural areas' poor water supply
infrastructure. The pipelines, storage tanks, and treatment facilities that are required are absent
from many villages.

e Bad water quality: States with contaminated water, such as Bengal and Kerala, make it difficult to
guarantee that people have access to clean drinking water. The long-term sustainability of water
sources may be threatened by contamination, over-extraction, and climate change.

e Geographical Diversity: The varied topography and topography of India's rural areas can pose
difficulties for the implementation of consistent water supply solutions. For example, Mahoba in
Uttar Pradesh depends on lakes and ponds for irrigation, but the area's rocky subsurface means
that there aren't many permanent groundwater sources, which makes the plan poorly executed.

e COVID Pandemic: The pandemic caused a slowdown in the scheme's progress, which in turn
caused delays in the availability of construction resources and other essential materials like pipes.

Measures to address these challenges

e Transparency: The Jal Jeevan Mission has a dashboard that gives real-time updates, progress
reports, and so on, ensuring transparency and efficiency in water resource management. It also
ensures continuous monitoring and surveillance of water quality parameters through advanced
technologies.

e Accountability: The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation maintains a proactive Water
Quality Management Information System. This helps detect contamination or deterioration in
water quality, thereby enabling prompt corrective action and grievance redress.

e Decentralized Planning: Recognizing the diversity, the mission emphasizes decentralized
planning, allowing local communities to have a say in the design and implementation of water
supply schemes. Over 5.29 lakh village water and sanitation committees/ Pani Samitis have been
constituted under the Jal Jeevan Mission and 5.17 lakh village action plans have been developed.

e (Capacity Building: Training and capacity-building programs are conducted to enhance the skills
of local communities and officials involved in the operation and maintenance of water supply
infrastructure. Eg, The Nal Jal Mitra initiative, for instance, is a specialized program that equips
villagers with a comprehensive set of skills so that they can carry out minor repairs and
maintenance of the piped water supply scheme in their village.

Conclusion

The Jal Jeevan Mission aims to strengthen rural communities by recognizing that true development involves
more than just infrastructure. It emphasizes empowering women in decision-making, skill development for
youth, and creating local water enterprises as integral steps toward community enhancement.

Analyze the implications of affirmative action policies in academic institutions, citing the
case of Claudine Gay’s appointment and resignation as Harvard University’s President.
Discuss how such policies impact the dynamics of leadership in higher education.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight arguments for and against affirmative action in leadership.
Conclusion: Way forward

The appointment and subsequent resignation of Claudine Gay as the first Black woman president of
Harvard University ignited a complex debate about the role of affirmative action in leadership positions
within higher education. While some saw it as a landmark victory for diversity and inclusion, others
questioned whether it undermined meritocratic principles and perpetuated racialized power structures.

Arguments for Affirmative Action in Leadership
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o Encourages diversity and inclusion: By bringing fresh viewpoints and experiences to the table,
affirmative action can contribute to the development of a more varied and inclusive leadership
scene. Better decision-making and a more equal learning environment for all students may result
from this.

e Addresses historical underrepresentation: In academia, leadership roles have been routinely
denied to historically marginalized groups. Leveling the playing field and guaranteeing that eligible
members of these groups have an equal opportunity to vie for leadership positions are two benefits
of affirmative action.

o Challenges of unconscious bias: The underrepresentation of some groups in leadership positions
can be significantly exacerbated by unconscious bias. Affirmative action can assist in bringing these
prejudices to light and motivate organizations to make more impartial decisions.

Arguments against Affirmative Action in Leadership

e Reverse discrimination: According to critics, affirmative action policies may result in the
selection of less competent applicants from non-minority groups over more qualified individuals.
This might be interpreted as a sort of discrimination in reverse and erode public confidence in
organizations.

e Prioritises identity above merit: According to some, affirmative action gives preference to a
person's race or gender over their education and work history. This may cause animosity and
damage the credibility of leaders selected by such initiatives.

e Maintains a "quota system" mentality: Some worry that affirmative action can be seen as a quota
system in which organizations hire members of particular groups to occupy leadership roles at a
set rate, regardless of the individual's qualifications. Both the reputation of the institution and the
people chosen may suffer as a result of this.

Conclusion

The recent case highlights that it is important to have a nuanced conversation about affirmative action in
leadership positions. We need to acknowledge both the potential benefits and drawbacks of such policies
and work to develop solutions that are fair, effective, and sustainable.

An independent judiciary is a cornerstone of a vibrant democracy.” Critically analyze this
statement in the context of recent judicial interventions in legislative and executive
decisions in India.
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight positive aspects of the Independent judiciary and challenges associated with it.
Conclusion: Way forward
The statement "An independent judiciary is a cornerstone of a vibrant democracy” underscores the
crucial role that an impartial and autonomous judiciary plays in upholding the principles of democracy.

Positive aspect of an independent judiciary

e Protection of Fundamental Rights: Citizens' fundamental rights are protected by an impartial
judiciary. It guarantees that laws and policies adhere to the constitutional framework and defend
individual liberty. Examples include the Aadhaar judgment and the scrapping of Section 377.

o Balances and checks: The independence of the judiciary is an essential safeguard against possible
abuses of power by the legislative and executive branches. The judiciary upholds individual rights
and guarantees that the government abides by the Constitution by closely examining legislation
and government acts. Eg, the judiciary has intervened in various executive decisions, including
environmental matters, economic policies, and even electoral processes leading to debates of
judicial activism and judicial overreach.
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Guardian of the Constitution: The judiciary is responsible for interpreting the Constitution in
various democracies, including India. By ensuring that legislative and executive actions are
consistent with constitutional principles, judicial review serves to uphold the supremacy of the
Constitution.

Public trust and accountability: An independent judiciary fosters public trust in the legal system
and the democratic process as a whole. It holds governments accountable, upholding the rule of
law and deterring abuse of power.

Challenges

Resource Allocation: Frequent interventions in legislative and executive matters may divert
judicial resources from addressing core issues related to access to justice, especially for
marginalized populations.

Judicial overreach: Critics argue that some judicial interventions may go beyond the purview of
the judiciary, undermining the separation of powers and potentially impacting legislative and
executive effectiveness.

Politicization of the judiciary: Concerns exist about the potential politicization of judicial
appointments and judgments, which could weaken public trust and legitimacy.

Delay in Justice: The Indian judiciary faces challenges of backlog and delays, which impact its
effectiveness. Prolonged legal processes can result in delayed justice, hindering citizens' ability to
seek timely redressal.

Conclusion

While an independent judiciary remains vital for a vibrant democracy, its role must be nuanced and
balanced. Striking the right balance between upholding the rule of law and respecting the separation of

powers is crucial. Open dialogue, transparency, and robust public discourse are essential to navigate these
challenges and ensure that the judiciary continues to play its vital role in India's democracy
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