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Discuss the challenges and opportunities presented by the implementation of a UCC in a
diverse society like India, with a focus on the balance between religious freedom and
gender equality.

Introduction: Describe UCC

Body: Highlight challenges and opportunities associated with UCC

Conclusion: Way forward

The Uttarakhand Assembly is likely to pass the State’s Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill during its four-day-
long session this week. The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) aims to establish a standardized set of laws to replace
the diverse personal laws associated with different religions, particularly in matters such as marriage,
divorce, adoption, and inheritance. This objective is rooted in Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State
Policy, which, while not legally binding, holds significant importance in the governance framework.

Challenges

e Religious Sensitivities: India is home to a multitude of religions and diverse cultural practices.
Implementing a UCC may face resistance from religious communities that consider personal laws
integral to their beliefs and practices. Striking a balance between respecting religious sensitivities
and fostering legal uniformity is a delicate task.

e Legal Complexity: The existing personal laws based on religious traditions are complex and
deeply entrenched. Transitioning to a UCC requires careful consideration and drafting of laws that
accommodate diverse practices while promoting uniformity. Navigating the legal intricacies of
various religious customs poses a significant challenge.

e Resistance to Change: Societal resistance to change is a common challenge. People may be
resistant to adopting a uniform set of laws if it challenges established norms and practices.
Convincing the public and religious leaders about the benefits of a UCC can be a formidable task.

Opportunities

e Promoting Gender Equality: The UCC can potentially address discriminatory practices within
certain personal laws, like unequal inheritance rights for women or polygamy allowed in some
communities. This could promote gender equality and empower women.

e Streamlining Legal System: A uniform code could simplify legal procedures, making them more
accessible and efficient for all citizens regardless of their religion. This could reduce litigation and
delays in settling disputes.

e National Integration and Unity: Proponents argue that a UCC could foster a sense of national
unity and equality by treating all citizens under the same legal framework. This could promote
social cohesion and reduce sectarian tensions.

Conclusion

Implementing a UCC in India is a complex issue with significant challenges and potential opportunities.
Finding the right balance between respecting religious freedom and upholding gender equality is critical.
Extensive consultations, a focus on progressive reforms, and a commitment to inclusivity are crucial for
navigating this sensitive issue and ensuring a UCC that benefits all citizens.

Discuss the significance of the terms ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’ being included in the
Preamble of the Indian Constitution and the implications of their omission in certain
editions.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Significance of “Socialist” and “Secular” terms in the Constitution

Conclusion: Way forward
The Preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory statement that reflects the hopes and
aspirations of the people. It was adopted on 26 November 1949 by the Constituent Assembly and came into
effect on 26 January 1950, celebrated as the Republic Day in India. The 42nd Amendment of 1976, inserted
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the words “Socialist” and “Secular” in the Preamble which holds significant historical, political, and
constitutional implications.

Significance of “Socialist” & “Secular”

o Religious Neutrality: The state's commitment to upholding religious neutrality and treating all
religions equally is highlighted by the inclusion of "Secular.” It denotes the disentanglement of
religion from public life, guaranteeing that religious principles have no bearing on public policy.

o Religious Freedom: The word "secular" emphasizes the significance of religious freedom,
granting people the unrestricted ability to practice, preach, and spread any religion they so choose.

e Economic Philosophy: The term 'Socialist' in the Preamble reflects a commitment to the
principles of a socialist economy. It signifies the state's responsibility in shaping economic policies
that aim at reducing economic inequalities and promoting social justice. It doesn't imply adherence
to any specific economic system but underscores the goal of achieving a more egalitarian society.

e Welfare State: The term ‘Socialist’ aligns with the concept of a welfare state, emphasizing the
state's role in ensuring the well-being of its citizens through policies that address economic
disparities, poverty, and social inequalities.

Implications of their Omission

e Interpretation Challenges: The absence of these terms raises questions about how the state's
commitment to socialist principles and secularism should be interpreted. It can lead to varying
interpretations and debates about the extent to which these principles are to be upheld in the
governance of the country.

e Concerns about Ideological Shifts: Some critics express concerns that the omission might reflect
a shiftin the political ideology of the ruling establishment, potentially indicating a move away from
socialist economic policies and a dilution of the secular character of the state.

e Constitutional Amendment Challenges: The Preamble is a crucial part of the Constitution, and
any attempt to amend it is subject to strict constitutional procedures. Omissions or changes raise
questions about constitutional integrity and the need for a thorough public and parliamentary
debate.

Conclusion

The inclusion of "Socialist" and "Secular" in the Preamble reflects India's historical context and aspirations.
Their omission, however, raises concerns about the nation's commitment to those ideals and the potential
consequences for social and religious harmony. Ultimately, the debate around these terms highlights the
ongoing evolution of India's identity and its balancing act between tradition, progress, and inclusivity.

Discuss the implications of the military coup in Myanmar on India’s regional security and
its development projects, particularly the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project.
How should India navigate its relationship with Myanmar amidst the evolving geopolitical
landscape?

Introduction: Give a brief description of the situation

Body: Highlight the implications of coup on security and development projects.

Conclusion: Way forward
The resistance movement in Myanmar took a new turn when Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs) and the
People’s Defence Forces took control of many towns in different parts of the country. A few weeks ago, the
Arakan Army captured Paletwa in the Chin State which lies on Myanmar’s western borders with Bangladesh
and India. Paletwa is a commercial town on the Kaladan River which will impact the Indian government’s
Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project (KMTTP) in Myanmar, which has already faced significant
delays.

Implications of Myanmar coup on India
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o Refugee influx: The ongoing conflict has pushed thousands of refugees into India's northeastern
states, raising concerns about resource strain and potential radicalization.

e Empowered insurgent groups: The weakened civilian government might lead to renewed
strength for insurgent groups operating on both sides of the border, impacting India's internal
security.

e China’'s influence: A closer China-Myanmar relationship due to the coup could threaten India's
strategic interests in the region.

e Economic setback: The disruption of trade and investment ties negatively impacts India's
economic interests in Myanmar.

e Infrastructure damage: Conflict and instability can damage essential infrastructure, further
hindering development projects.

Navigating the Relationship

e Condemn the coup but engage constructively: India can voice its disapproval while seeking
dialogue to address security and development concerns.

e Support regional initiatives: Work with ASEAN and other partners to find a peaceful resolution
to the crisis.

e Focus on humanitarian aid: Providing assistance to refugees and internally displaced persons
can build goodwill and strengthen ties with the people of Myanmar.

e Protect own interests: Ensure border security and address internal threats arising from the
situation in Myanmar.

o Diversify partnerships: Explore alternative routes and partners for its development projects to
reduce dependence on Myanmar.

Conclusion

To ensure the successful completion of the Kaladan project and similar endeavors, it's crucial to have not
only skilled technical personnel but also experts who can closely monitor several key factors. These include
the dynamic relations between the Chin and Arakan ethnic groups, the evolving dynamics of military
engagement with ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), incidents of sectarian violence in Rakhine State, and
the increasing influence of China in Myanmar, particularly in Rakhine State. The experience with the
Kaladan project highlights the necessity of consolidating such expertise under one umbrella. This would
help streamline the implementation of various connectivity and development assistance initiatives in
India's immediate neighborhood.

Analyze the role of behavioral change in the success of sanitation programs in India. How
can the government ensure that the construction of toilets translates into their sustained
use, considering the socio-economic and cultural factors at play?

Introduction: Give a brief description of the question

Body: What is the importance of behavioural change and how can the government ensure the success of

its sanitation program?

Conclusion: Way forward
Behavioral change plays a crucial role in the success of sanitation programs in India. While the construction
of toilets is essential infrastructure, ensuring their sustained use requires addressing socio-economic and
cultural factors that influence people's attitudes and practices towards sanitation. The latest Information
from Government statistics shows sanitation coverage in the country improved from 39% in 2014 to 100%
in 2019.

Importance of Behavioral Change

e Overcoming Open Defecation: Simply building toilets doesn't guarantee their use. Deep-rooted
habits, convenience, and socio-cultural norms surrounding open defecation act as barriers.

e Hygiene Practices: Even with toilets, proper handwashing, and menstrual hygiene management
require behavioral change for optimal health benefits.
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e Community Ownership: Sustained sanitation requires community ownership and active
participation in program design and implementation.

How can the Government ensure better success for its sanitation programs?

e Accessibility and Affordability: Ensure toilets are accessible to all, particularly marginalized
groups, and consider affordability through subsidies or micro-financing schemes.

e Privacy and Dignity: Design toilets that ensure privacy and dignity, especially for women and girls,
addressing cultural sensitivities.

e Operation and Maintenance: Provide training and support for proper toilet operation and
maintenance, addressing concerns about water availability and waste disposal.

e Gender Inclusion: Address specific hygiene needs of women and girls, including menstrual
hygiene management facilities and safe sanitation options during pregnancy.

e Religious and Cultural Beliefs: Engage with religious leaders and community elders to address
culturally sensitive issues and integrate sanitation practices with existing belief systems.

e (Capacity Building: Train local leaders, women, and sanitation workers to champion hygiene
practices and address hygiene-related taboos.

¢ Incentives and Recognition: Introduce performance-based incentives for toilet use and recognize
champions of change within communities.

Conclusion

Achieving success in sanitation programs in India hinges on fostering behavioral change. This entails
tackling socio-economic and cultural factors, raising awareness, involving communities, enhancing access,
and utilizing behavioral insights. Through these efforts, the government can encourage lasting toilet usage
and advance hygiene practices across the nation.

Evaluate the implications of a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty for countries heavily
dependent on fossil fuel revenues. How can such countries be supported in transitioning
to cleaner energy sources?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the implications of such a treaty on fossil fuel revenues.

Conclusion: Way forward

The concept of a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty (FFNPT) would have significant implications for
countries heavily dependent on fossil fuel revenues. Such a treaty would likely aim to limit the production
and consumption of fossil fuels globally to address climate change and promote a transition to cleaner
energy sources.

Implications of such treaty on fossil fuel revenues

e Economic Impact: A treaty of this kind might have dire economic ramifications for nations whose
economies rely largely on the sales of fossil fuels. These nations frequently rely on the export of
coal, gas, or oil to provide a sizeable amount of their GDP and government income. Restrictions on
the production and use of fossil fuels could result in severe revenue declines, budget deficits, and
unstable economies.

e Social Impact: With the help of money from the sale of fossil fuels, several of these nations have
built infrastructure and implemented social welfare programs. A sharp drop in revenue might
cause unemployment, social unrest, and a reduction in the population's standard of living.

e Loss of geopolitical influence: Countries with large fossil fuel reserves might lose their
bargaining power and international influence.

Supporting Transition for Fossil Fuel-Reliant Countries

¢ Financial assistance: Developed nations and international organizations can provide financial aid
for infrastructure development, clean energy projects, and social safety nets.
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o Technology transfer: Sharing renewable energy technologies and expertise can accelerate the
transition process.

e Capacity building: Training programs can help build skills and knowledge needed for green jobs
and industries.

o Fairtrade agreements: Trade agreements can be designed to incentivize and facilitate transitions
without unfairly penalizing developing countries.

e Market mechanisms: Carbon pricing and other market-based mechanisms can create incentives
for cleaner energy and discourage fossil fuel use.

Conclusion

Overall, a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty could have significant implications for countries heavily
reliant on fossil fuels. While there are potential negative economic and social impacts, careful planning,
international cooperation, and targeted support can help these countries transition to a cleaner and more
sustainable future.

Critically examine the strategies outlined in the interim Budget 2024-25 for fiscal
consolidation and increasing capital expenditures. How do these strategies align with
India’s economic growth and fiscal discipline goals?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight strategies for fiscal consolidation and increasing capital expenditure

Conclusion: Way forward
The interim Budget or ‘vote on account’ for 2024-25 was presented on February 1, 2024 with a continued
emphasis on increasing capital expenditures of the Union government and a continued emphasis on fiscal
correction and consolidation. Union Finance Minister announced during her Budget speech that the Centre
would reduce its fiscal deficit to 5.1% of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2024-25.

Strategies for fiscal consolidation and increasing capital expenditure

e Revenue Generation: The government may aim to increase revenue through measures such as
taxation reforms, broadening the tax base, tackling tax evasion, and enhancing non-tax revenue
sources like dividends from state-owned enterprises.

o Expenditure Rationalization: Rationalizing expenditure involves prioritizing spending to focus
on essential areas while cutting down on wasteful or less productive expenditures. This may
involve reforms in subsidy programs, public sector wage bill management, and efficiency
improvements in government spending.

o Infrastructure Investments: Investing in infrastructure projects such as roads, bridges, ports, and
airports can boost economic growth by improving connectivity, reducing transportation costs, and
attracting private investment.

Alignment with Economic Growth and Fiscal Discipline Goals

e Encouraging Economic Growth: India's economic growth objectives are probably going to be met
by strategies that emphasize raising capital expenditures, especially in infrastructure and human
capital development. These expenditures have the potential to increase productivity, increase
demand, and draw in private capital, all of which support long-term, sustainable growth.

e Maintaining Fiscal Restraint: While raising capital expenditures is critical for economic
expansion, it's also critical to make sure these costs are paid for in a way that maintains fiscal
restraint. Excessive borrowing by the government could result in levels of debt that are
unmanageable or inflationary pressures. Maintaining macroeconomic stability and investor
confidence requires fiscal restraint.

e Structural Reforms: Alongside fiscal consolidation and increased capital expenditures, structural
reforms aimed at improving the business environment, enhancing the ease of doing business, and
addressing bottlenecks in key sectors are critical for promoting sustained economic growth and
fiscal sustainability.
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Conclusion

The interim budget's strategies exhibit a pragmatic approach to balancing growth and fiscal prudence.
However, concerns remain about the pace of consolidation, sustainability of revenue projections, and
effectiveness of capital expenditure utilization. The success of these strategies will depend on meticulous
implementation, efficient resource allocation, and adaptability to changing economic conditions.

Analyze the role of private sector contributions to research and development in India
compared to that in developed countries. What measures can be taken to enhance private
sector participation in R&D in India?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the role of the private sector in R&D and measures to enhance their participation

Conclusion: Way forward
Private sector contributions to research and development (R&D) play a crucial role in both developed
countries and emerging economies like India. The private sector’s contribution to India’s overall research
and development expenditure as a fraction of GDP has been low. In 2020-21, the private sector industry
contributed 36.4% of the national gross expenditure on R&D (GERD), with the Centre (43.7%), State
governments (6.7%), higher education (8.8%), and public sector industry (4.4%) accounting for the rest.

Role of the private sector in R&D as compared to developed nations

e Contribution: The private sector contributes around 36.4% of Gross Domestic Expenditure on
R&D (GERD) as of 2020-21 while corresponding share for Germany, South Korea, and the United
States, where the private sector contribution as a percentage of the national GERDs is 67%, 79%,
and 75%, respectively.

e Nature of investment: Developed countries typically have well-established private sector R&D
ecosystems with significant investments from corporations across various industries, driven by
factors such as market competition, the need for innovation to stay ahead, and strong intellectual
property protection. In contrast, India's private sector participation in R&D has historically been
lower. Factors such as limited R&D infrastructure, regulatory challenges, and a focus on short-term
profitability have hindered greater private sector involvement.

Measures to Enhance Private Sector Participation in R&D in India

e Strengthening Incentives: Offer tax breaks, matching grants, and other financial incentives
specifically targeted towards private R&D investments in priority sectors.

e C(Creating a Stable Policy Environment: Implement consistent and predictable policies to
encourage long-term R&D planning by the private sector.

e Promoting Collaboration: Facilitate partnerships between research institutions, universities, and
private companies to foster knowledge sharing and joint R&D projects.

e Skill development: Invest in training programs to enhance the R&D capabilities of the Indian
workforce, making them more attractive for private sector employment.

e Promote industry-academia collaboration: Establish mechanisms to facilitate collaboration
between industry and academic institutions, such as joint research projects and technology
transfer agreements.

Conclusion

The recent announcement in the budget of a corpus of X1 lakh crore to encourage the private sector to scale
up research and innovation is significant as it will increase their contribution to R&D. However, more needs
to be done and public sector R&D expenses need to increase especially at the State level, if only to improve
the quality of research facilities at State universities to boost research and work on locally relevant
problems.
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Critically examine the measures taken by the Indian government to stabilize rice prices.
How effective are these measures in addressing the underlying causes of price inflation?
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight measures taken to stabilize rice prices and the effectiveness of these measures
Conclusion: Way forward
The retail price of rice has increased by 14.51% in the last year & rice inflation is high in the varieties that
are largely preferred by consumers.

Measures taken to stabilise prices

e Reporting of stocks: The government has asked traders, wholesalers, retailers, chain retailers,
and millers to report the stocks online in the categories of broken rice, non-basmati white rice, par-
boiled rice, basmati rice, and paddy.

o Affordable rice: The government has also launched the retail sale of ‘Bharat Rice’ to general
consumers at X29 per kg to counter price inflation.

e Regulation export: in September 2022, the export of broken rice was banned, and a 20% duty was
imposed on parboiled rice. Non-basmati white rice exports were also put under the prohibited
category from July 2023.

o Buffer Stock Management: The government maintains buffer stocks of rice through procurement
from farmers and imports to stabilize prices and manage supply-demand imbalances. These stocks
are released into the market during periods of scarcity to prevent sharp price increases.

Effectiveness of these measures

o Leakages and Inefficiencies: The PDS, while essential for food security, suffers from leakages,
corruption, and inefficiencies in distribution, limiting its effectiveness in reaching the intended
beneficiaries and stabilizing prices.

o Buffer Stock Management Challenges: Maintaining buffer stocks requires significant storage
infrastructure and incurs carrying costs. Inadequate storage facilities can lead to spoilage and
waste, undermining the effectiveness of buffer stock operations.

e Trade Policy Constraints: Export and import restrictions may distort global rice markets and
limit opportunities for farmers to access international markets. Moreover, sudden policy changes
can create uncertainty for traders and disrupt supply chains.

o Distortionary Effects: MSPs can distort market signals and lead to overproduction of rice,
contributing to surplus stocks and storage costs. This can strain government finances and distort
resource allocation in the agriculture sector.

Conclusion

The data collected by the government should help in indicating the stock levels and prioritize the rice stock
for consumption rather than for ethanol production. A more holistic approach is needed, combining supply-
side interventions with addressing demand-side factors, promoting market efficiency, and investing in long-
term solutions like improved storage, infrastructure, and sustainable agricultural practices.

Critically analyze the evolution of India’s approach towards Bilateral Investment Treaties
(BITs) from the first treaty with the UK in 1994 to the adoption of the Model BIT in 2016.
Discuss the implications of this shift on India’s foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows.
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight the evolution of India’s approach towards BIT & implications on FDI inflows
Conclusion: Way forward
Recently, the Finance Minister stated that India will be negotiating Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) with
its trade partners to boost the inflow of foreign direct investment. BITs are agreements between two
countries for the reciprocal promotion and protection of investments in each other’s territories by
individuals and companies. India's approach towards Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) has undergone
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significant evolution from the signing of its first treaty with the UK in 1994 to the adoption of the Model BIT
in 2016.

Evolution of India’s approach towards BIT

o Early Phase (1994-2004): In the early 1990s, India adopted economic liberalization policies,
opening its markets to foreign investment.

e Mid-phase (2004-2013): India started actively negotiating and signing BITs during this period,
recognizing the importance of FDI for economic growth.

o Shift in Policy (2013-2016): India began reevaluating its BIT policy due to concerns over the
sovereignty implications and the need to safeguard its regulatory autonomy.

e Adoption of the Model BIT (2016-present): In 2016, India adopted a new Model BIT, which
prioritizes regulatory space for the government and includes safeguards against excessive investor
rights.

Implications on FDI inflows

e Short-term uncertainty: The shift in India's BIT policy and the renegotiation of existing treaties
may create short-term uncertainty for investors, potentially impacting FDI inflows as investors
wait for clarity on the new framework.

e Long-term stability: The new Model BIT aims to provide a more balanced framework that
safeguards India's regulatory autonomy while still attracting FDI. Once implemented and
consistently applied, it could enhance investor confidence in India's investment environment,
potentially leading to increased FDI inflows in the long run.

e Sector-specificimpacts: Certain sectors, such as infrastructure and energy, which typically attract
significant FDI, may experience fluctuations in investment depending on the perceived impact of
the new BIT framework on investor protection and regulatory stability in these sectors.

e Global perception: India's shift towards a more balanced BIT framework could improve its global
perception as a destination for investment by demonstrating its commitment to protecting both
investors and its regulatory sovereignty. This could positively influence FDI inflows over time.

Conclusion

India's evolution in its approach towards BITs reflects a balancing act between attracting FDI and
safeguarding regulatory autonomy. The adoption of the Model BIT represents a significant policy shift
aimed at addressing past concerns while still promoting investment.

Analyze the decline of India’s naval power and its economic implications from the
colonial era to post-independence. How has the neglect of maritime strategy affected
India’s position in global maritime shipping and naval strength?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight reasons for declining India’s naval power and its effect on maritime shipping and naval

strength.

Conclusion: Way forward
As per Historical Statistics India had the largest economy in the world in the first millennium with a share
of almost 33 percent of the world’s GDP. It began to decline with external invasions and colonization and
touched a low point during the British era in the 18th and 19th centuries. India's decline in naval power
and its economic implications from the colonial era to post-independence can be analyzed through several
key factors.

Declining Power in the Colonial Era to Post-Independence

e British Dominance: The British Raj dismantled traditional Indian maritime structures and
focused on land-based control. This led to a decline in shipbuilding, navigational expertise, and
maritime trade.
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Loss of Strategic Influence: India's once-dominant position in the Indian Ocean was eroded,
impacting trade routes and regional influence.

Economic Stagnation: Limited maritime capabilities hindered trade expansion, resource
exploitation, and overall economic growth.

Post-Independence Period: Initially, India's focus was on consolidating its territorial integrity
and building its army and air force, with less attention given to naval development.

Neglect of Maritime Strategy on Global Maritime Shipping and Naval Strength

Resource Insecurity: Delays in exploiting offshore resources like oil and gas due to inadequate
naval protection.

Limited Blue Economy Potential: Underdeveloped maritime infrastructure and capabilities
hindered the growth of the blue economy (tourism, fisheries, etc.).

Vulnerable Trade: Limited naval presence exposed India's trade routes to piracy and disruption,
impacting import-export activities.

Loss of Historical Influence: India's maritime influence in the Indian Ocean declined compared
to its historical dominance.

Limited Global Projection: Weak naval capabilities restricted India's ability to project power and
influence beyond its immediate region.

Geopolitical Vulnerability: Dependence on foreign navies for critical sea lanes increased
vulnerability to external pressures.

Conclusion

The Indian Ocean has helped India in carrying India’s cultural and civilizational imprint and created a vast
sphere of Indic civilizational influence. Indian Ocean conference seeks to bring together nations of the
region to address the non-traditional challenges that are common to all of them, such as climate change,
ocean levels, natural disasters, and supply chain disruptions as against the traditional security-related
challenges that divide and compel countries to take sides.
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