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Evaluate the impact of Artificial Intelligence on the concept of merit and meritocracy in 

the workforce. How does AI challenge traditional notions of human merit? 
Introduction: Give a brief description of AI 
Body: Highlight its impact on merit and meritocracy in the workforce 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Artificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming the workforce, and its impact on the concepts of merit 

and meritocracy is complex and multifaceted. Artificial Intelligence (AI) has undoubtedly influenced the 

concept of merit and meritocracy in the workforce, challenging traditional notions in several ways. The 

concept of meritocracy, wherein individuals are rewarded and advanced based on their abilities, 

achievements, and hard work, rather than their social status or background, has been extensively debated. 

Impact of AI on the concept of merit and meritocracy 

• Qualifications versus Skills: In a traditional meritocracy, certifications and degrees are highly 

valued. Nevertheless, regardless of official qualifications, AI may evaluate individuals based on 

their real-world experiences and skill sets.  

• Data-driven Decision Making: AI bases its predictions and judgments on vast datasets. This 

indicates that AI can potentially lead to more effective hiring procedures by using previous data to 

uncover patterns of success in the hiring process.  

• Objective Evaluation: AI systems may evaluate applicants objectively by evaluating them 

according to performance metrics, credentials, and skills. This helps to minimize prejudice in the 

hiring process.  

Challenges to merit 

• Requirements for skills are changing: AI automates repetitive jobs, therefore people must be 

exceptionally creative, collaborative, and problem-solving. The relevance of traditional merit 

measurements based on particular skills may decline. 

• Algorithmic bias: AI systems can absorb and magnify societal prejudices, which may lead to 

discrimination against people based on criteria unrelated to their contributions or skills. This adds 

unfairness to merit assessments. 

• Ethical Considerations: The use of AI in hiring raises ethical concerns, particularly regarding 

privacy, transparency, and accountability. For example, algorithms used in hiring decisions may 

analyze personal data without consent or explanation, raising questions about fairness and 

individual autonomy. 

• Measuring "soft skills": Artificial intelligence (AI) is great at evaluating data that can be 

measured, but it has trouble assessing "soft skills" that are important, such as emotional 

intelligence, leadership, and communication. Although there are no proven techniques for 

quantifying these skills, they may become more and more significant for human merit. 

Conclusion 

Reassessing meritocracy in light of AI advancements necessitates a nuanced comprehension of the 

interaction between technology and societal frameworks. It requires a deliberate reconsideration of the 

criteria used to define and acknowledge merit, especially as AI tools have the potential to enhance human 

abilities while simultaneously exacerbating prevailing inequalities. 

 

Critically analyze the Supreme Court’s decision on the appropriateness of B.Ed degrees 

for primary school teaching, considering the specialized needs of foundational literacy 

and numeracy. How does this ruling impact teacher recruitment and policy in India? 
Introduction: Give a brief context of the SC ruling 
Body: Evaluate the decision 
Conclusion: Way forward 

In August 2023, the Supreme Court of India affirmed the verdict of the Rajasthan High Court, asserting that 

the Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) degree is not suitable for primary school teaching. According to the court, 
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the relevant qualifications for this level of education are the Diploma in Education (DEd), Diploma in 

Elementary Education (DElEd), or Bachelor of Elementary Education (BElEd). 

Arguments in support of the decision 

• Specialization: B.Ed programs concentrate on secondary education and beyond, possibly ignoring 

the early childhood development (ECD) principles and methods that are essential for developing 

fundamental literacy and numeracy. The D.Ed. (Diploma in Elementary Education) is designed with 

these crucial early years in mind. 

• Quality education: High-quality education is emphasized by the Right to Education Act. By 

providing teachers with age-appropriate pedagogical skills for young learners, specialized training 

in D.Ed. may enhance educational outcomes. 

Arguments against the decision 

• Teacher Shortage: The capacity of D.Ed. programs is limited, and state-by-state distribution is 

uneven. The teacher deficit could be made worse by excluding B.Ed. graduates, particularly in rural 

areas. 

• Diversification of Skills: B.Ed programs can include bridge courses or ECD modules to give 

graduates applicable skills. Limiting possibilities decreases the diversity and skill of teachers. 

Impact on Teacher Recruitment and Policy 

• Recruitment Difficulties: The direct effect is on current hiring procedures involving applicants 

with a B.Ed. States must deal with these interruptions and adjust to the D.Ed mandate. 

• Policy examination: To comply with the decision, the federal government and the states must 

examine their policies. Checking the quality and accessibility of D.Ed programs is necessary. 

• Teacher training: The emphasis of teacher training is now on improving the quality of the D.Ed 

program and making sure that instructors are suitably prepared to teach fundamental reading and 

numeracy skills. 

• Long-term Implications: A thorough evaluation of the decision's ability to raise the standard of 

primary education is required. It is essential to keep an eye on teacher effectiveness and learning 

results. 

Conclusion 

Government support and innovation are urgently needed in primary education. Programs like BElEd at 

Delhi University have proven successful in enhancing knowledge and practice for this level. The new 

Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP) aims to extend this model to higher education, integrating 

primary schoolteacher preparation into university settings. 

 

Evaluate the role of climate change in exacerbating the frequency and severity of El Nino 

and La Nina events. Discuss how these changes are influencing monsoon patterns and air 

quality in India, with a focus on the findings of the recent study by Indian researchers. 
Introduction: Give a brief description of EL Nino & La Nina 
Body: Highlight the role of such events on monsoon and air quality in India 
Conclusion: Way forward 

El Nin o and La Nin a event frequency and intensity are significantly influenced by climate change. Changes 

in sea surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific Ocean are the hallmarks of El Nin o and La Nin a, two 

natural climate events that influence worldwide weather patterns. A new study by Indian researchers has 

now suggested that even air quality in the country could be influenced by the two weather events. 

Role of climate change in exacerbating frequency and severity of ENSO 

• Impact of Climate Change on El Niño and La Niña: Climate change can intensify El Nin o events 

by warming ocean temperatures. Warmer ocean temperatures can lead to more frequent and 
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intense El Nin o events, as warmer waters provide more energy for atmospheric disturbances. 

Similarly, La Nin a events can also be influenced by climate change. Although La Nin a events are 

characterized by cooler-than-average sea surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific, climate 

change can still impact their frequency and severity through complex interactions within the 

climate system. 

Influence on monsoon and air quality 

• Monsoon patterns: El Nin o typically weakens the Indian monsoon, leading to droughts, while La 

Nin a strengthens it, causing floods. If ENSO events become more extreme, India could experience 

more erratic and intense monsoon seasons, impacting agriculture, water resources, and 

livelihoods. 

• Air quality: A recent study by Indian researchers linked the 2022-23 "triple-dip" La Nin a to 

contrasting air quality changes in different regions. La Nin a weakened winter westerlies, reducing 

air pollution in North India, while peninsular cities saw increased pollution due to reduced rainfall 

and dispersion. This highlights the complex and geographically varied effects of ENSO on air 

quality. The recent anomaly in the rise of pollutants in Western India was on account of wind 

circulation in the north-south direction. The pollutants being carried from Punjab and Haryana 

bypassed Delhi and surrounding areas and flew over Rajasthan and Gujarat to southern regions. 

Conclusion 

The precise impact of climate change on ENSO is still being studied, but India could face serious difficulties 

if these events become more frequent and intense. To design adaptation and mitigation measures for 

monsoons, air quality, and related environmental challenges, it is imperative to comprehend these 

intricacies and their localized implications. 

 

Critically analyze the concerns raised by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

Communications and Information Technology regarding the dominance of foreign fintech 

apps in the Indian digital payment ecosystem. What measures have been recommended 

to promote local players? 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Highlight concerns raised by the committee and measures to promote local players 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The Standing Committee on Communications and Information Technology has raised concerns about the 

dominance of fintech apps owned by foreign entities in the Indian ecosystem like PhonePe (Walmart-

backed) and Google Pay and recommended that local players be promoted.  

Concerns raised 

• Data security and privacy: Millions of Indians' sensitive financial information is held by foreign 

companies, which raises questions about possible abuse, security lapses, and a lack of oversight. 

The committee observed that fintech companies were also being used for money laundering. 

• Market Concentration: Reliance on foreign players too much distorts the rules of the game and 

stifles domestic fintech companies' ability to innovate. PhonePe commands the leading market 

share in volume terms, followed by Google Pay, at 46.91% and 36.39% respectively.  On the other 

hand, NCPI’s BHIM UPI’s market share (in terms of volume) stood at a mere 0.22%. 

• Predatory Pricing and Practices: To restrict competition from local competitors, large 

international corporations may employ unfair practices or aggressive pricing strategies. 

• Lack of Transparency: There are worries about foreign corporations' use of opaque algorithms 

and decision-making procedures, which could result in bias or discrimination. 

• Geopolitical Tensions: Reliance on foreign technology may put one in danger in the event of 

political unrest or conflicts over data sovereignty. 

Measures to promote local players 
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• Market Share Cap: To create a more fair playing field for regional fintechs, impose a cap on each 

player's market share. 

• Data localization: To improve data security and management, mandate the processing and storing 

of financial data inside India. 

• Encourage Local Players: To promote innovation and competition, give Indian fintech startups 

financial and regulatory support. 

• Promote open APIs (Application Programming Interface): Encourage the use of open APIs to 

improve interoperability and provide local rivals access to data. 

• Strengthen Regulatory Framework: Create a strong regulatory framework that takes consumer 

protection, fair competition, and data privacy into account as the fintech industry develops. 

Conclusion 

Managing the dominance of foreign fintech apps demands a balanced strategy. While promoting local 

players and ensuring data security is paramount, protectionist actions must be tempered with efforts to 

nurture a competitive and inventive environment. Engaging in open discourse and fostering collaboration 

among stakeholders is imperative to formulate solutions that serve the interests of consumers and India's 

fintech sector alike. 

 

Evaluate the effectiveness of the devolution of power in India as a means to address 

regional disparities. In light of recent political events, suggest measures to strengthen the 

federal fabric of the nation. 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Highlight the effectiveness of devolution & measures to strengthen federal structure 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The devolution of power in India, primarily through the system of federalism & Panchayati Raj, has been 

instrumental in addressing regional disparities to some extent. By granting states significant autonomy in 

areas such as finance, administration, and policymaking, devolution aims to empower regions and foster 

local development initiatives. 

Effectiveness of devolution of power in India 

• Enhanced local knowledge and participation: Devolution gives local communities the ability to 

recognize and respond to their own needs, which may result in development projects that are more 

pertinent and focused. 

• Elimination of bureaucratic obstacles: Localized decision-making that is more efficient can 

boost resource allocation and hasten project implementation. 

• Enhanced accountability: Local governments are more responsive to the needs of the public and 

more accountable when they are located closer to them. 

• Uneven implementation: Devolution's success varies across states due to differing political will, 

administrative capacities, and socio-economic contexts. 

• Financial constraints: Local bodies often lack adequate financial resources to effectively 

implement devolved functions, hindering development potential. 

• Limited capacity building: Effective utilization of devolved powers requires skilled personnel and 

strong institutional frameworks, which aren't always readily available at the local level. 

Measures to Strengthen Federal Structure 

• Better financial devolution: Make sure local bodies receive resources in a timely and sufficient 

manner, giving priority to underprivileged areas. 

• Initiatives for capacity building: Enhance local governance structures by providing staff 

development, technical support, and training. 

• Encouraging Panchayati Raj: Put the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments into effect, 

giving local governments full financial and autonomous autonomy. 
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• Inter-State cooperation: Encourage states to work together on matters such as resource sharing, 

infrastructure development, and regional growth. 

• Respecting diversity: When formulating policies and allocating resources, take into account the 

cultural, linguistic, and social diversity of India. 

• Building Institutions: To guarantee equitable and impartial representation of all areas, and 

protect the independence of constitutional authorities such as the Election Commission and the 

judiciary. 

Conclusion 

Although devolution of power is a start in the right direction towards empowerment, to ensure that regional 

inequities are adequately addressed, extensive reforms and dedication are needed in India. A united and 

thriving India depends on fostering a sound federal framework with strong institutions, respected 

interstate connections, and empowered local bodies. 

 

Critically analyze the Supreme Court’s directive to follow a ‘broad and all-encompassing’ 

definition of forests in India. Discuss its implications on forest conservation and the 

rights of indigenous communities. 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Implications of the directive on forest conservation and indigenous people 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The Supreme Court's directive to adopt a "broad and all-encompassing" definition of forests in India, as laid 

out in the T.N. Godavarman case (1996), has sparked debate and presents both potential benefits and 

drawbacks for forest conservation and indigenous communities. In their 1996 ruling, SC stated that the 

term 'forest' should be interpreted based on its dictionary definition, encompassing all areas officially 

designated as forests, whether reserved, protected, or otherwise. They further clarified that 'forest land' 

extends beyond just the dictionary definition of forests to include any area recorded as forest in government 

records, regardless of ownership. 

Evaluation of such directive on the definition of forests 

• Enhanced Protection: By extending the legal definition of forests, more land could come under 

protection, which could lead to a rise in the total amount of forest cover. 

• Acknowledgment of Diverse Ecosystems: It encourages more comprehensive conservation 

strategies by recognizing the biological value of different landscapes outside of those that are often 

categorized as "forests." 

• Decreased Deforestation: By preventing actions like invasion and conversion, broader protection 

may be able to preserve ecosystem services and biodiversity. 

• Clarity Issues: The absence of a clear definition could lead to implementation ambiguity and 

possible disputes over resource rights and land usage. 

• Impact on the Community: Claims that overlap with customary lands inhabited by indigenous 

populations may give rise to worries about rights violations and displacement. 

• Implementation Challenges: It may be difficult to police laws effectively in a variety of settings 

with different ecological and social situations, requiring a lot of cooperation and resources. 

Impact on Forest Conservation & rights of Indigenous Communities 

• Expanded Coverage: More protection may aid in increasing India's forest cover, which would 

mitigate climate change and preserve biodiversity. 

• Ecological Integrity: By taking into account the interdependence of different landscapes, the 

recognition of distinct ecosystems as "forests" encourages more all-encompassing conservation 

methods. 

• Resource management: It calls for thorough planning and stakeholder involvement in order to 

strike a balance between increased protection and local communities' sustainable use of resources.  
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• Potential Displacement: Expanding forest boundaries without recognizing established 

community rights could lead to displacement and livelihood disruptions. 

• Resource Access Restriction: Stricter protection measures might limit access to traditional 

resources crucial for indigenous communities' sustenance and cultural practices. 

• Collaborative Management: Inclusive approaches involving indigenous communities in decision-

making and resource management can ensure their rights and sustainable forest use. 

Conclusion 

Although there may be environmental benefits to the Supreme Court's order to adopt a broad definition of 

forests, the ramifications for indigenous rights and livelihoods must also be carefully considered. A 

comprehensive strategy that gives environmental preservation priority while upholding the rights and 

aspirations of indigenous groups is needed to strike a balance between these interests. 

 

Highlight the necessity of establishing regional benches of the Supreme Court in India. 

Discuss the potential benefits and drawbacks of such a decentralization. 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Why is there a need for regional benches highlight the benefits and drawbacks 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Recently, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice informed 

the Lok Sabha that the Law Ministry has accepted its recommendation to establish regional benches of the 

Supreme Court across India. 

Necessity of Regional branches of SC 

• Access to Justice: For many residents, particularly those from rural or disadvantaged origins, 

traveling to Delhi, the Supreme Court's current seat, can be excessively costly and time-consuming. 

Regional benches could improve accessibility and preserve the inalienable right to justice by 

bringing justice closer to the people. 

• Pendency of Cases: The Supreme Court's enormous backlog of cases causes protracted delays in 

the resolution of legal disputes. Regional benches might aid in burden distribution, which could 

hasten the legal process and lower the number of cases pending. 

• Diversity and Representation: A geographically centralized court may not always have a 

sufficient understanding of local legal challenges and subtleties. Judges on regional benches may 

have firsthand knowledge of local circumstances, which could result in more knowledgeable and 

representative rulings. 

• Lowering Litigation Expenses: Attending hearings in Delhi adds a substantial amount to litigation 

expenses. Regional benches might drastically lower these costs for litigants, resulting in more 

accessible and reasonably priced justice. 

Benefits 

• Improved access to justice for all: Reduced travel and financial burdens could encourage more 

people to seek legal recourse. 

• Reduced case backlog: Distributing the workload across multiple benches could potentially 

expedite the judicial process. 

• Enhanced representation and diversity: Judges with regional expertise could bring diverse 

perspectives to the bench. 

• Reduced litigation costs: Litigants wouldn't have to travel to Delhi, making justice more 

affordable. 

Drawbacks 

• Uniformity of jurisprudence: Maintaining consistency in legal interpretations across different 

benches might be challenging. 
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• Selection of judges: Ensuring impartiality and merit-based selection of judges for regional 

benches could be complex. 

• Infrastructure and logistics: Setting up and maintaining regional benches would require 

significant infrastructure and logistical investments. 

• Potential for regional bias: Judges might be influenced by local pressures or sentiments, 

potentially impacting impartiality. 

Conclusion 

The establishment of regional benches should be supplemented with efforts to develop judicial 

infrastructure like increasing judges and reducing the pendency of cases. 

 

Analyze the role of the Supreme Court in ensuring the sanctity of electoral democracy in 

India in light of recent judgments. Discuss the implications of these judgments on the 

relationship between the judiciary and the executive. 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 
Body: Highlight the role of SC in ensuring electoral sanctity of electoral democracy and implications on 
relations between judiciary and executive 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The Indian Supreme Court plays a crucial role in upholding the sanctity of electoral democracy through its 

interpretations of the Constitution and pronouncements on election-related matters. Recent SC judgements 

in declaring the electoral bonds scheme unconstitutional and pronouncing AAP the winner in the mayoral 

race in Chandigarh, seem to strike a welcome blow on behalf of electoral democracy.  

Role of SC in ensuring the sanctity of electoral democracy 

• Electoral reforms: The Supreme Court, in cases like Association for Democratic Reforms v. Union 

of India, mandated disclosure of candidate information like criminal records, financial assets, and 

educational qualifications. This empowers voters with vital information, enhancing transparency 

and fairness in elections. 

• Political Accountability: The Supreme Court has also intervened to ensure political accountability 

by holding public officials and political parties accountable for their actions. For instance, in cases 

related to electoral bonds and funding of political parties, the Court has sought to promote 

transparency and prevent the influence of black money in politics. 

• Election disputes: The Supreme Court resolves electoral disputes and disqualifies candidates for 

breaking laws or engaging in corruption, ensuring electoral integrity. 

Implications for Judiciary-Executive Relationship 

• Assertive Judiciary: New rulings show that the Supreme Court is prepared to stand up for its 

independence and demand accountability from the government in election-related cases. Thus, 

democratic checks and balances may be strengthened. 

• Possibility of Tension: Tension and friction between the two institutions may arise from 

judgments that are thought to have an impact on the political interests of the executive. This may 

be harmful to democracy's ability to run smoothly. 

• Requirement for Collaboration: Collaboration between the court and the executive branch is 

necessary for the successful execution of electoral reforms and the resolution of problems such as 

election financing. Maintaining the integrity of the electoral process requires cooperation. 

Conclusion 

Maintaining a balance between judicial independence, executive accountability, and public trust is crucial 

to ensure the effectiveness of the judiciary in safeguarding the electoral process. 
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Critically analyze the recent amendments to the surrogacy laws in India with a focus on 

the use of donor gametes. Discuss the implications for intending couples, particularly 

those with medical conditions necessitating such measures. 
Introduction: Give a brief description of the recent amendment. 
Body: Evaluate the recent amendment and implication on intending couples 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Recently, the Union Government amended the surrogacy Rules to allow couples to use donor eggs or donor 

sperm for surrogacy. This overturned a previous amendment made in March 2023 that banned the use of 

donor gametes.  

Evaluation of recent amendments 

• Use of Donor Gametes: The amendments explicitly allow for the use of donor sperm or eggs under 

certain conditions. However, intending couples must obtain a certificate of essentiality and a 

certificate of eligibility from the appropriate authorities to use donor gametes. This adds a 

bureaucratic hurdle and may prolong the already complex surrogacy process, causing further 

emotional and financial strain on intending couples. 

• Type of gametes: Couples can use donor eggs or sperm if one partner is infertile, but single women 

can only use their eggs. This amendment was made because some women cannot produce eggs due 

to medical conditions. 

• Eligibility clause: The new rules still prohibit single men, same-sex couples, and live-in partners 

from using surrogacy. 

Implications for Intending Couples 

• Decreased accessibility: Even in cases where medical conditions require surrogacy, couples who 

are unable to conceive using their gametes have fewer options due to the ban on donor gametes. 

This encompasses individuals with genetic disorders, same-sex couples, and those with reduced 

gamete quality. 

• Increased financial and emotional strain: If a couple decides they still want to use a surrogate, 

they might be forced to look into other, frequently more costly and emotionally taxing options like 

adoption or international surrogacy. 

• Possibility of exploitation: As desperate couples look for other options outside of the law, the ban 

may result in unchecked practices and the exploitation of egg donors and surrogate moms. 

• Uncertain legal status: Couples thinking about surrogacy may experience additional anxiety and 

uncertainty due to the legal ramifications of using donor gametes despite the ban. 

Conclusion 

The recent amendments to India's surrogacy laws, while aiming to prevent exploitation and 

commercialization, restrict access for intending couples needing donor gametes due to medical conditions. 

Balancing ethical concerns with accessibility requires ongoing discussions and potential amendments to 

ensure fair and inclusive surrogacy practices in India. 

 

Examine the potential of fintech solutions, such as electronic payment of subsidy and the 

use of digital rupee (e-RUPI), in enhancing the efficiency of LPG subsidy distribution to 

PMUY households. 
Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction 
Body: Highlight the potential of fintech solutions and the benefits associated with it. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Fintech solutions, such as electronic payment of subsidies and the use of digital rupee (e-RUPI), hold 

significant potential in enhancing the efficiency of LPG subsidy distribution to PMUY (Pradhan Mantri 

Ujjwala Yojana) households in India. 

Potential of fintech solutions 
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• Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT): Replacing cash with electronic transfers directly into PMUY 

beneficiaries' bank accounts ensures targeted delivery, eliminates leakages due to middlemen, and 

empowers recipients. 

• Real-time subsidy calculation: Fintech platforms can connect with LPG distributors and banks, 

enabling real-time calculation of subsidies based on market price fluctuations and consumption 

patterns. This ensures fair and dynamic subsidy disbursement. 

• Targeted subsidy disbursement: e-RUPI vouchers can be pre-loaded with the exact subsidy 

amount, ensuring it reaches only intended beneficiaries and is used specifically for LPG purchases. 

This eliminates misuse and diversion of funds. 

• Reduced administrative burden: e-RUPI vouchers eliminate the need for physical coupons and 

manual verification, streamlining the process for both distributors and beneficiaries. 

Benefits of such platforms 

• Increased Efficiency: Automation and streamlined processes can significantly reduce delays and 

paperwork, leading to faster subsidy disbursement and improved service delivery. 

• Reduced Leakages: Direct transfers and targeted vouchers minimize the chances of diversion and 

misuse of subsidies, ensuring better utilization of public funds. 

• Improved Transparency: Digital transactions offer clear audit trails, enhancing accountability 

and reducing corruption risks. 

• Financial Inclusion: Integrating beneficiaries into the digital payment ecosystem promotes 

financial inclusion and empowers them with greater control over their finances. 

• Convenience: Beneficiaries can access subsidies easily and conveniently through various digital 

channels, reducing reliance on physical infrastructure and paperwork. 

Conclusion  

Fintech solutions offer immense potential in improving the efficiency, transparency, and targeting of LPG 

subsidy distribution to PMUY households in India. By leveraging electronic payment systems and innovative 

digital payment mechanisms like e-RUPI, the government can enhance the effectiveness of welfare 

programs, promote financial inclusion, and ensure that subsidies reach the intended beneficiaries in a 

timely and transparent manner. 

 

 


