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Discuss the challenges and opportunities presented by the implementation of a UCC in a
diverse society like India, with a focus on the balance between religious freedom and
gender equality.

Introduction: Describe UCC

Body: Highlight challenges and opportunities associated with UCC

Conclusion: Way forward

The Uttarakhand Assembly is likely to pass the State’s Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill during its four-day-
long session this week. The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) aims to establish a standardized set of laws to replace
the diverse personal laws associated with different religions, particularly in matters such as marriage,
divorce, adoption, and inheritance. This objective is rooted in Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State
Policy, which, while not legally binding, holds significant importance in the governance framework.

Challenges

o Religious Sensitivities: India is home to a multitude of religions and diverse cultural practices.
Implementing a UCC may face resistance from religious communities that consider personal laws
integral to their beliefs and practices. Striking a balance between respecting religious sensitivities
and fostering legal uniformity is a delicate task.

o Legal Complexity: The existing personal laws based on religious traditions are complex and
deeply entrenched. Transitioning to a UCC requires careful consideration and drafting of laws that
accommodate diverse practices while promoting uniformity. Navigating the legal intricacies of
various religious customs poses a significant challenge.

o Resistance to Change: Societal resistance to change is a common challenge. People may be
resistant to adopting a uniform set of laws if it challenges established norms and practices.
Convincing the public and religious leaders about the benefits of a UCC can be a formidable task.

Opportunities

e Promoting Gender Equality: The UCC can potentially address discriminatory practices within
certain personal laws, like unequal inheritance rights for women or polygamy allowed in some
communities. This could promote gender equality and empower women.

e Streamlining Legal System: A uniform code could simplify legal procedures, making them more
accessible and efficient for all citizens regardless of their religion. This could reduce litigation and
delays in settling disputes.

e National Integration and Unity: Proponents argue that a UCC could foster a sense of national
unity and equality by treating all citizens under the same legal framework. This could promote
social cohesion and reduce sectarian tensions.

Conclusion

Implementing a UCC in India is a complex issue with significant challenges and potential opportunities.
Finding the right balance between respecting religious freedom and upholding gender equality is critical.
Extensive consultations, a focus on progressive reforms, and a commitment to inclusivity are crucial for
navigating this sensitive issue and ensuring a UCC that benefits all citizens.

Discuss the significance of the terms ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’ being included in the
Preamble of the Indian Constitution and the implications of their omission in certain
editions.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Significance of “Socialist” and “Secular” terms in the Constitution

Conclusion: Way forward
The Preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory statement that reflects the hopes and
aspirations of the people. It was adopted on 26 November 1949 by the Constituent Assembly and came into
effect on 26 January 1950, celebrated as the Republic Day in India. The 42nd Amendment of 1976, inserted
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the words “Socialist” and “Secular” in the Preamble which holds significant historical, political, and
constitutional implications.

Significance of “Socialist” & “Secular”

o Religious Neutrality: The state's commitment to upholding religious neutrality and treating all
religions equally is highlighted by the inclusion of "Secular." It denotes the disentanglement of
religion from public life, guaranteeing that religious principles have no bearing on public policy.

o Religious Freedom: The word "secular" emphasizes the significance of religious freedom,
granting people the unrestricted ability to practice, preach, and spread any religion they so choose.

e Economic Philosophy: The term 'Socialist' in the Preamble reflects a commitment to the
principles of a socialist economy. It signifies the state's responsibility in shaping economic policies
that aim at reducing economic inequalities and promoting social justice. It doesn't imply adherence
to any specific economic system but underscores the goal of achieving a more egalitarian society.

e Welfare State: The term ‘Socialist’ aligns with the concept of a welfare state, emphasizing the
state's role in ensuring the well-being of its citizens through policies that address economic
disparities, poverty, and social inequalities.

Implications of their Omission

o Interpretation Challenges: The absence of these terms raises questions about how the state's
commitment to socialist principles and secularism should be interpreted. It can lead to varying
interpretations and debates about the extent to which these principles are to be upheld in the
governance of the country.

e Concerns about Ideological Shifts: Some critics express concerns that the omission might reflect
a shiftin the political ideology of the ruling establishment, potentially indicating a move away from
socialist economic policies and a dilution of the secular character of the state.

e Constitutional Amendment Challenges: The Preamble is a crucial part of the Constitution, and
any attempt to amend it is subject to strict constitutional procedures. Omissions or changes raise
questions about constitutional integrity and the need for a thorough public and parliamentary
debate.

Conclusion

The inclusion of "Socialist” and "Secular" in the Preamble reflects India's historical context and aspirations.
Their omission, however, raises concerns about the nation's commitment to those ideals and the potential
consequences for social and religious harmony. Ultimately, the debate around these terms highlights the
ongoing evolution of India's identity and its balancing act between tradition, progress, and inclusivity.

Discuss the implications of the military coup in Myanmar on India’s regional security and
its development projects, particularly the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project.
How should India navigate its relationship with Myanmar amidst the evolving geopolitical
landscape?

Introduction: Give a brief description of the situation

Body: Highlight the implications of coup on security and development projects.

Conclusion: Way forward

The resistance movement in Myanmar took a new turn when Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs) and the
People’s Defence Forces took control of many towns in different parts of the country. A few weeks ago, the
Arakan Army captured Paletwa in the Chin State which lies on Myanmar’s western borders with Bangladesh
and India. Paletwa is a commercial town on the Kaladan River which will impact the Indian government’s
Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project (KMTTP) in Myanmar, which has already faced significant
delays.

Implications of Myanmar coup on India
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o Refugee influx: The ongoing conflict has pushed thousands of refugees into India's northeastern
states, raising concerns about resource strain and potential radicalization.

e Empowered insurgent groups: The weakened civilian government might lead to renewed
strength for insurgent groups operating on both sides of the border, impacting India's internal
security.

e China's influence: A closer China-Myanmar relationship due to the coup could threaten India's
strategic interests in the region.

e Economic setback: The disruption of trade and investment ties negatively impacts India's
economic interests in Myanmar.

o Infrastructure damage: Conflict and instability can damage essential infrastructure, further
hindering development projects.

Navigating the Relationship

e Condemn the coup but engage constructively: India can voice its disapproval while seeking
dialogue to address security and development concerns.

e Support regional initiatives: Work with ASEAN and other partners to find a peaceful resolution
to the crisis.

e Focus on humanitarian aid: Providing assistance to refugees and internally displaced persons
can build goodwill and strengthen ties with the people of Myanmar.

e Protect own interests: Ensure border security and address internal threats arising from the
situation in Myanmar.

o Diversify partnerships: Explore alternative routes and partners for its development projects to
reduce dependence on Myanmar.

Conclusion

To ensure the successful completion of the Kaladan project and similar endeavors, it's crucial to have not
only skilled technical personnel but also experts who can closely monitor several key factors. These include
the dynamic relations between the Chin and Arakan ethnic groups, the evolving dynamics of military
engagement with ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), incidents of sectarian violence in Rakhine State, and
the increasing influence of China in Myanmar, particularly in Rakhine State. The experience with the
Kaladan project highlights the necessity of consolidating such expertise under one umbrella. This would
help streamline the implementation of various connectivity and development assistance initiatives in
India's immediate neighborhood.

Analyze the role of behavioral change in the success of sanitation programs in India. How
can the government ensure that the construction of toilets translates into their sustained
use, considering the socio-economic and cultural factors at play?

Introduction: Give a brief description of the question

Body: What is the importance of behavioural change and how can the government ensure the success of

its sanitation program?

Conclusion: Way forward
Behavioral change plays a crucial role in the success of sanitation programs in India. While the construction
of toilets is essential infrastructure, ensuring their sustained use requires addressing socio-economic and
cultural factors that influence people's attitudes and practices towards sanitation. The latest Information
from Government statistics shows sanitation coverage in the country improved from 39% in 2014 to 100%
in 2019.

Importance of Behavioral Change

e Overcoming Open Defecation: Simply building toilets doesn't guarantee their use. Deep-rooted
habits, convenience, and socio-cultural norms surrounding open defecation act as barriers.

e Hygiene Practices: Even with toilets, proper handwashing, and menstrual hygiene management
require behavioral change for optimal health benefits.
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e Community Ownership: Sustained sanitation requires community ownership and active
participation in program design and implementation.

How can the Government ensure better success for its sanitation programs?

e Accessibility and Affordability: Ensure toilets are accessible to all, particularly marginalized
groups, and consider affordability through subsidies or micro-financing schemes.

e Privacy and Dignity: Design toilets that ensure privacy and dignity, especially for women and girls,
addressing cultural sensitivities.

e Operation and Maintenance: Provide training and support for proper toilet operation and
maintenance, addressing concerns about water availability and waste disposal.

e Gender Inclusion: Address specific hygiene needs of women and girls, including menstrual
hygiene management facilities and safe sanitation options during pregnancy.

e Religious and Cultural Beliefs: Engage with religious leaders and community elders to address
culturally sensitive issues and integrate sanitation practices with existing belief systems.

e Capacity Building: Train local leaders, women, and sanitation workers to champion hygiene
practices and address hygiene-related taboos.

¢ Incentives and Recognition: Introduce performance-based incentives for toilet use and recognize
champions of change within communities.

Conclusion

Achieving success in sanitation programs in India hinges on fostering behavioral change. This entails
tackling socio-economic and cultural factors, raising awareness, involving communities, enhancing access,
and utilizing behavioral insights. Through these efforts, the government can encourage lasting toilet usage
and advance hygiene practices across the nation.

Evaluate the implications of a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty for countries heavily
dependent on fossil fuel revenues. How can such countries be supported in transitioning
to cleaner energy sources?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the implications of such a treaty on fossil fuel revenues.

Conclusion: Way forward

The concept of a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty (FFNPT) would have significant implications for
countries heavily dependent on fossil fuel revenues. Such a treaty would likely aim to limit the production
and consumption of fossil fuels globally to address climate change and promote a transition to cleaner
energy sources.

Implications of such treaty on fossil fuel revenues

e Economic Impact: A treaty of this kind might have dire economic ramifications for nations whose
economies rely largely on the sales of fossil fuels. These nations frequently rely on the export of
coal, gas, or oil to provide a sizeable amount of their GDP and government income. Restrictions on
the production and use of fossil fuels could result in severe revenue declines, budget deficits, and
unstable economies.

e Social Impact: With the help of money from the sale of fossil fuels, several of these nations have
built infrastructure and implemented social welfare programs. A sharp drop in revenue might
cause unemployment, social unrest, and a reduction in the population's standard of living.

e Loss of geopolitical influence: Countries with large fossil fuel reserves might lose their
bargaining power and international influence.

Supporting Transition for Fossil Fuel-Reliant Countries

¢ Financial assistance: Developed nations and international organizations can provide financial aid
for infrastructure development, clean energy projects, and social safety nets.
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o Technology transfer: Sharing renewable energy technologies and expertise can accelerate the
transition process.

e Capacity building: Training programs can help build skills and knowledge needed for green jobs
and industries.

o Fairtrade agreements: Trade agreements can be designed to incentivize and facilitate transitions
without unfairly penalizing developing countries.

e Market mechanisms: Carbon pricing and other market-based mechanisms can create incentives
for cleaner energy and discourage fossil fuel use.

Conclusion

Overall, a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty could have significant implications for countries heavily
reliant on fossil fuels. While there are potential negative economic and social impacts, careful planning,
international cooperation, and targeted support can help these countries transition to a cleaner and more
sustainable future.

Critically examine the strategies outlined in the interim Budget 2024-25 for fiscal
consolidation and increasing capital expenditures. How do these strategies align with
India’s economic growth and fiscal discipline goals?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight strategies for fiscal consolidation and increasing capital expenditure

Conclusion: Way forward
The interim Budget or ‘vote on account’ for 2024-25 was presented on February 1, 2024 with a continued
emphasis on increasing capital expenditures of the Union government and a continued emphasis on fiscal
correction and consolidation. Union Finance Minister announced during her Budget speech that the Centre
would reduce its fiscal deficit to 5.1% of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2024-25.

Strategies for fiscal consolidation and increasing capital expenditure

e Revenue Generation: The government may aim to increase revenue through measures such as
taxation reforms, broadening the tax base, tackling tax evasion, and enhancing non-tax revenue
sources like dividends from state-owned enterprises.

o Expenditure Rationalization: Rationalizing expenditure involves prioritizing spending to focus
on essential areas while cutting down on wasteful or less productive expenditures. This may
involve reforms in subsidy programs, public sector wage bill management, and efficiency
improvements in government spending.

o Infrastructure Investments: Investing in infrastructure projects such as roads, bridges, ports, and
airports can boost economic growth by improving connectivity, reducing transportation costs, and
attracting private investment.

Alignment with Economic Growth and Fiscal Discipline Goals

e Encouraging Economic Growth: India's economic growth objectives are probably going to be met
by strategies that emphasize raising capital expenditures, especially in infrastructure and human
capital development. These expenditures have the potential to increase productivity, increase
demand, and draw in private capital, all of which support long-term, sustainable growth.

e Maintaining Fiscal Restraint: While raising capital expenditures is critical for economic
expansion, it's also critical to make sure these costs are paid for in a way that maintains fiscal
restraint. Excessive borrowing by the government could result in levels of debt that are
unmanageable or inflationary pressures. Maintaining macroeconomic stability and investor
confidence requires fiscal restraint.

e Structural Reforms: Alongside fiscal consolidation and increased capital expenditures, structural
reforms aimed at improving the business environment, enhancing the ease of doing business, and
addressing bottlenecks in key sectors are critical for promoting sustained economic growth and
fiscal sustainability.
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Conclusion

The interim budget's strategies exhibit a pragmatic approach to balancing growth and fiscal prudence.
However, concerns remain about the pace of consolidation, sustainability of revenue projections, and
effectiveness of capital expenditure utilization. The success of these strategies will depend on meticulous
implementation, efficient resource allocation, and adaptability to changing economic conditions.

Analyze the role of private sector contributions to research and development in India
compared to that in developed countries. What measures can be taken to enhance private
sector participation in R&D in India?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the role of the private sector in R&D and measures to enhance their participation

Conclusion: Way forward
Private sector contributions to research and development (R&D) play a crucial role in both developed
countries and emerging economies like India. The private sector’s contribution to India’s overall research
and development expenditure as a fraction of GDP has been low. In 2020-21, the private sector industry
contributed 36.4% of the national gross expenditure on R&D (GERD), with the Centre (43.7%), State
governments (6.7%), higher education (8.8%), and public sector industry (4.4%) accounting for the rest.

Role of the private sector in R&D as compared to developed nations

o Contribution: The private sector contributes around 36.4% of Gross Domestic Expenditure on
R&D (GERD) as of 2020-21 while corresponding share for Germany, South Korea, and the United
States, where the private sector contribution as a percentage of the national GERDs is 67%, 79%,
and 75%, respectively.

¢ Nature of investment: Developed countries typically have well-established private sector R&D
ecosystems with significant investments from corporations across various industries, driven by
factors such as market competition, the need for innovation to stay ahead, and strong intellectual
property protection. In contrast, India's private sector participation in R&D has historically been
lower. Factors such as limited R&D infrastructure, regulatory challenges, and a focus on short-term
profitability have hindered greater private sector involvement.

Measures to Enhance Private Sector Participation in R&D in India

e Strengthening Incentives: Offer tax breaks, matching grants, and other financial incentives
specifically targeted towards private R&D investments in priority sectors.

e C(Creating a Stable Policy Environment: Implement consistent and predictable policies to
encourage long-term R&D planning by the private sector.

e Promoting Collaboration: Facilitate partnerships between research institutions, universities, and
private companies to foster knowledge sharing and joint R&D projects.

e SKkill development: Invest in training programs to enhance the R&D capabilities of the Indian
workforce, making them more attractive for private sector employment.

e Promote industry-academia collaboration: Establish mechanisms to facilitate collaboration
between industry and academic institutions, such as joint research projects and technology
transfer agreements.

Conclusion

The recent announcement in the budget of a corpus of X1 lakh crore to encourage the private sector to scale
up research and innovation is significant as it will increase their contribution to R&D. However, more needs
to be done and public sector R&D expenses need to increase especially at the State level, if only to improve
the quality of research facilities at State universities to boost research and work on locally relevant
problems.
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Critically examine the measures taken by the Indian government to stabilize rice prices.
How effective are these measures in addressing the underlying causes of price inflation?
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight measures taken to stabilize rice prices and the effectiveness of these measures
Conclusion: Way forward
The retail price of rice has increased by 14.51% in the last year & rice inflation is high in the varieties that
are largely preferred by consumers.

Measures taken to stabilise prices

e Reporting of stocks: The government has asked traders, wholesalers, retailers, chain retailers,
and millers to report the stocks online in the categories of broken rice, non-basmati white rice, par-
boiled rice, basmati rice, and paddy.

o Affordable rice: The government has also launched the retail sale of ‘Bharat Rice’ to general
consumers at X29 per kg to counter price inflation.

e Regulation export: in September 2022, the export of broken rice was banned, and a 20% duty was
imposed on parboiled rice. Non-basmati white rice exports were also put under the prohibited
category from July 2023.

o Buffer Stock Management: The government maintains buffer stocks of rice through procurement
from farmers and imports to stabilize prices and manage supply-demand imbalances. These stocks
are released into the market during periods of scarcity to prevent sharp price increases.

Effectiveness of these measures

o Leakages and Inefficiencies: The PDS, while essential for food security, suffers from leakages,
corruption, and inefficiencies in distribution, limiting its effectiveness in reaching the intended
beneficiaries and stabilizing prices.

o Buffer Stock Management Challenges: Maintaining buffer stocks requires significant storage
infrastructure and incurs carrying costs. Inadequate storage facilities can lead to spoilage and
waste, undermining the effectiveness of buffer stock operations.

o Trade Policy Constraints: Export and import restrictions may distort global rice markets and
limit opportunities for farmers to access international markets. Moreover, sudden policy changes
can create uncertainty for traders and disrupt supply chains.

o Distortionary Effects: MSPs can distort market signals and lead to overproduction of rice,
contributing to surplus stocks and storage costs. This can strain government finances and distort
resource allocation in the agriculture sector.

Conclusion

The data collected by the government should help in indicating the stock levels and prioritize the rice stock
for consumption rather than for ethanol production. A more holistic approach is needed, combining supply-
side interventions with addressing demand-side factors, promoting market efficiency, and investing in long-
term solutions like improved storage, infrastructure, and sustainable agricultural practices.

Critically analyze the evolution of India’s approach towards Bilateral Investment Treaties
(BITs) from the first treaty with the UK in 1994 to the adoption of the Model BIT in 2016.
Discuss the implications of this shift on India’s foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows.
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight the evolution of India’s approach towards BIT & implications on FDI inflows
Conclusion: Way forward
Recently, the Finance Minister stated that India will be negotiating Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) with
its trade partners to boost the inflow of foreign direct investment. BITs are agreements between two
countries for the reciprocal promotion and protection of investments in each other’s territories by
individuals and companies. India's approach towards Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) has undergone

Created with love ® by ForumlIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[lEy




Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of February 2024

significant evolution from the signing of its first treaty with the UK in 1994 to the adoption of the Model BIT
in 2016.

Evolution of India’s approach towards BIT

e Early Phase (1994-2004): In the early 1990s, India adopted economic liberalization policies,
opening its markets to foreign investment.

e Mid-phase (2004-2013): India started actively negotiating and signing BITs during this period,
recognizing the importance of FDI for economic growth.

o Shift in Policy (2013-2016): India began reevaluating its BIT policy due to concerns over the
sovereignty implications and the need to safeguard its regulatory autonomy.

e Adoption of the Model BIT (2016-present): In 2016, India adopted a new Model BIT, which
prioritizes regulatory space for the government and includes safeguards against excessive investor
rights.

Implications on FDI inflows

e Short-term uncertainty: The shift in India's BIT policy and the renegotiation of existing treaties
may create short-term uncertainty for investors, potentially impacting FDI inflows as investors
wait for clarity on the new framework.

e Long-term stability: The new Model BIT aims to provide a more balanced framework that
safeguards India's regulatory autonomy while still attracting FDI. Once implemented and
consistently applied, it could enhance investor confidence in India's investment environment,
potentially leading to increased FDI inflows in the long run.

e Sector-specificimpacts: Certain sectors, such as infrastructure and energy, which typically attract
significant FDI, may experience fluctuations in investment depending on the perceived impact of
the new BIT framework on investor protection and regulatory stability in these sectors.

e Global perception: India's shift towards a more balanced BIT framework could improve its global
perception as a destination for investment by demonstrating its commitment to protecting both
investors and its regulatory sovereignty. This could positively influence FDI inflows over time.

Conclusion

India's evolution in its approach towards BITs reflects a balancing act between attracting FDI and
safeguarding regulatory autonomy. The adoption of the Model BIT represents a significant policy shift
aimed at addressing past concerns while still promoting investment.

Analyze the decline of India’s naval power and its economic implications from the
colonial era to post-independence. How has the neglect of maritime strategy affected
India’s position in global maritime shipping and naval strength?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight reasons for declining India’s naval power and its effect on maritime shipping and naval

strength.

Conclusion: Way forward
As per Historical Statistics India had the largest economy in the world in the first millennium with a share
of almost 33 percent of the world’s GDP. It began to decline with external invasions and colonization and
touched a low point during the British era in the 18th and 19th centuries. India's decline in naval power
and its economic implications from the colonial era to post-independence can be analyzed through several
key factors.

Declining Power in the Colonial Era to Post-Independence

e British Dominance: The British Raj dismantled traditional Indian maritime structures and
focused on land-based control. This led to a decline in shipbuilding, navigational expertise, and
maritime trade.

Created with love ® by ForumlIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[lEy




Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of February 2024

e Loss of Strategic Influence: India's once-dominant position in the Indian Ocean was eroded,
impacting trade routes and regional influence.

e Economic Stagnation: Limited maritime capabilities hindered trade expansion, resource
exploitation, and overall economic growth.

e Post-Independence Period: Initially, India's focus was on consolidating its territorial integrity
and building its army and air force, with less attention given to naval development.

Neglect of Maritime Strategy on Global Maritime Shipping and Naval Strength

e Resource Insecurity: Delays in exploiting offshore resources like oil and gas due to inadequate
naval protection.

e Limited Blue Economy Potential: Underdeveloped maritime infrastructure and capabilities
hindered the growth of the blue economy (tourism, fisheries, etc.).

e Vulnerable Trade: Limited naval presence exposed India's trade routes to piracy and disruption,
impacting import-export activities.

e Loss of Historical Influence: India's maritime influence in the Indian Ocean declined compared
to its historical dominance.

¢ Limited Global Projection: Weak naval capabilities restricted India's ability to project power and
influence beyond its immediate region.

e Geopolitical Vulnerability: Dependence on foreign navies for critical sea lanes increased
vulnerability to external pressures.

Conclusion

The Indian Ocean has helped India in carrying India’s cultural and civilizational imprint and created a vast
sphere of Indic civilizational influence. Indian Ocean conference seeks to bring together nations of the
region to address the non-traditional challenges that are common to all of them, such as climate change,
ocean levels, natural disasters, and supply chain disruptions as against the traditional security-related
challenges that divide and compel countries to take sides.

Discuss the strategic importance of the India-UAE partnership in the context of regional
security and energy cooperation. How do defense and energy agreements between the
two countries enhance India’s interests in the Gulf region?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the importance of the relationship between the two nations

Conclusion: Way forward
Prime Minister is scheduled to pay an official visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) that will include
inaugurating a temple built by the Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha in Abu
Dhabi transforming India’s relationship with UAE into becoming one of the most prominent bilateral
relationships for New Delhi.

Strategic Importance

e Regional security: Both India and the UAE face threats from extremism and terrorism. Their
collaboration in intelligence sharing, training, and capacity building helps combat these dangers,
contributing to regional stability. The Indian Ocean is crucial for trade and energy supplies.
Cooperation in patrolling, information sharing, and joint exercises ensures safer maritime routes,
benefiting both countries and their partners.

o Energy Cooperation: The UAE is a key supplier of oil and gas to India, meeting a significant portion
of its energy needs. This stable and reliable partnership mitigates energy security concerns for
India. The UAE invests heavily in India's infrastructure and renewable energy projects, supporting
diversification and energy security. India also contributes to the UAE's ambitious clean energy
goals.

e Regional Connectivity: Both nations are part of several important groupings such as the 12U2 or
the West Asian Quad comprising India, Israel, the United States, and the UAE. The UAE is also part
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of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC) infrastructure project that aims to
connect India to Europe across the Arabian peninsula and is a potential rival to China’s Belt and
Road Initiative.

Enhancement of India's Interests

e Economic Benefits: Strong trade ties and investments generate economic growth and job
opportunities for both nations. Increased trade volume and infrastructure development enhance
regional connectivity. Bilateral trade grew to $85 billion in 2022-23, making the UAE India’s third-
largest trading partner and India’s second-largest export destination.

e Strategic Influence: This partnership allows India to play a more active role in shaping the future
of the Gulf region, contributing to regional stability and promoting its strategic interests.

o Energy security: The UAE is also India’s trusted partner in energy security, being the only nation
from the region that has strategic oil reserves stored in India.

Conclusion

The India-UAE partnership is a cornerstone of regional security and energy cooperation in the Gulf. It serves
mutual interests, enhances India's strategic influence, and contributes to a more stable and prosperous
region. While challenges exist, continued dialogue, alignment of interests, and addressing concerns will
ensure this partnership remains a vital force in shaping the future of the Gulf.

Analyze the implications of focusing on global warming patterns rather than absolute
temperature levels. How do these patterns influence the management of climate-related
disasters and the formulation of climate policy?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the implications of focusing on global warming patterns rather than absolute

temperature levels.

Conclusion: Way forward
Prioritizing patterns of global warming over absolute temperature readings provides important new
perspectives on the dynamics of climate change and its consequences for managing climate-related
disasters and developing climate policy.

Implications of focussing on global warming patterns rather than absolute temperature levels

o Early warning: Rather than just keeping an eye on temperature fluctuations, patterns like
changing precipitation patterns or increasing sea levels might provide earlier indicators of
potential hazards. This makes it possible to take preventative actions like constructing flood
barriers or moving populations that are at risk.

e Determining regional effects: The ways in which various regions are affected by climate change
vary. Pattern analysis aids in identifying particular dangers and customizing solutions for regional
requirements. For instance, changes in local weather patterns and their effects on agriculture can
be predicted by researching ocean currents.

e Recognizing intricate relationships: Temperature increases aren't the only aspect of climate
change. Understanding patterns facilitates the development of more complex and successful policy
responses by illuminating the interactions between different elements such as deforestation,
greenhouse gas emissions, and ocean currents.

Influence on disaster management & climate policy

o Targeted preparedness: By implementing early warning systems and targeted infrastructure
upgrades, an understanding of regional trends can help prepare for particular disaster types, such
as floods or droughts.

e Resource allocation: More effective resource allocation for disaster prevention and response is
made possible by identifying locations that are most susceptible to particular patterns.
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o Customized remedies: By basing policy decisions on area trends, mitigation and adaptation plans
can be created that are more just and efficient.

e Evidence-based decision-making: Pattern analysis offers solid proof to support policy actions,
bolstering public acceptance and rationale.

o International cooperation: Given that different regions experience comparable issues resulting
from interrelated climate systems, studying global patterns can promote international cooperation.

Conclusion

While focusing solely on global warming patterns isn't enough, it's a valuable complement to monitoring
absolute temperature levels. By embracing both approaches, we can gain a deeper understanding of climate
change, improve disaster management, and formulate more effective climate policies at local, regional, and
global levels. Ultimately, managing climate change requires a comprehensive approach that acknowledges
both the global nature of the problem and the diverse regional impacts it presents.

Discuss the significance of the New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration adopted at the G-20 under
India’s presidency in promoting gender equity and equality. How does it reflect on India’s
commitment to women-led development and socio-economic empowerment?
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight the significance of the declaration and its effect on women-led development.
Conclusion: Way forward
The New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration adopted at the G-20 under India’s presidency holds significant
importance in promoting gender equity and equality on both national and global scales. The declaration
reflects India's commitment to fostering women-led development and socio-economic empowerment
through various policy measures and initiatives.

Significance of declaration

e Policy Framework: The declaration probably delineates an all-encompassing policy framework to
advance gender parity in a range of domains, including education, healthcare, work, and
entrepreneurship. It can entail pledges to pass and uphold legislation safeguarding women's rights
and promoting equal chances.

e Economic Empowerment: India, a country with a fast-growing economy, understands how
important it is for women to propel economic expansion. The proclamation might stress how
crucial itis to support women in entrepreneurship, the workforce, and leadership roles. This could
entail taking steps to give women-owned businesses better access to funding, education, and
assistance.

o Focus areas: It specifically mentions key areas requiring action, including closing the digital
gender gap, promoting women's entrepreneurship, and addressing gender-based violence.

Reflection on India's commitment

e Mixed signals: India has supported internal efforts to promote gender equality, yet it still ranks
poorly in international indices of gender equality.

e Supporting particular areas: India's emphasis on women's entrepreneurship and the digital
gender gap is in line with the Declaration, although more extensive action is required.

e Implementation: Stronger domestic execution is required if India is to genuinely empower
women at home. This can be achieved by translating its global commitments into stronger domestic
policies and investments.

e Global Collaboration: The G-20 platform provides an opportunity for India to collaborate with
other countries and international organizations in advancing the agenda of gender equity and
equality. The declaration may underscore the importance of international cooperation and
exchange of best practices in this regard.

Conclusion
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This presents an opportunity for industry worldwide to share some of the strategies we have created to
promote women's entry and advancement in the workforce; invest in successful programs and initiatives
and help them scale up; and collaborate to make inclusion a topic of discussion in the business community.
Additionally, it's a chance to collaborate with the international community of business, academia, and
investors to create solutions that will strengthen our commitment to promoting women's leadership and
engagement in the economy by giving them better access to economic, health, and educational
opportunities.

Critically examine the challenges and opportunities presented by initiatives like SWATI in
bridging the gender gap in science and technology in India. Reflect on the historical
efforts and the evolving nature of policies aimed at promoting gender equity in the
scientific community.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Present challenges and opportunities associated with the new initiatives

Conclusion: Way forward
SWAT], or Science For Women: A Technology & Innovation is the name of a portal that will be launched on
February 11, celebrated worldwide as International Day For Girls and Women in Science. It is aimed at
creating a single online portal representing Indian Women and Girls in STEMM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics & Medicine).

Challenges

e Data Gaps and Inclusivity: Building an exhaustive database is essential, but making sure that data
is correct and inclusive is still a difficult task. Women in informal science roles and transgender
women are examples of marginalized groups that SWATI needs to take into account.

e Beyond Information Removing Systemic Barriers: Building a database is a good start, but it
must be used in conjunction with addressing more fundamental problems such as unconscious
gender stereotypes, cultural biases, and a dearth of easily available support systems for child care
and job advancement.

Opportunities

¢ Role Models and Inspiration: Increased visibility of women in science can inspire younger girls
to pursue STEM careers and challenge existing stereotypes. Highlighting diverse achievements and
journeys can be particularly impactful.

e Collaboration and Knowledge Sharing: The platform can facilitate knowledge sharing, resource
exchange, and collaboration between researchers, institutions, and stakeholders across India and
internationally.

Historical Efforts and Evolving Policies

e Limited Focus: Previous programs often focused on quotas or scholarships, without addressing
underlying social and cultural barriers.

e Top-Down Approach: Many initiatives lacked community engagement and participation, leading
to limited effectiveness and sustainability.

Evolving Nature of Policies

e Focus on Empowerment and SKkills: The emphasis is shifting to equipping women with relevant
skills and providing mentorship and support networks.

e Gender-Responsive Budgeting: Allocating specific budgets for gender-focused initiatives within
science and technology is gaining traction.

Conclusion
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Initiatives like SWATI hold promise for bridging the gender gap in science and technology, but their success
hinges on overcoming data and inclusivity challenges, addressing systemic barriers, and measuring impact
effectively.

There is a visible transformation in India-Gulf relations over the last decade. Discuss the
key factors contributing to this transformation and how it has impacted India’s
diplomatic and strategic stance in the Middle East?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight key factors in the transformation of the relationship

Conclusion: Way forward
The inauguration of the Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan (BAPS) temple in Abu Dhabi
and the release of eight Indian ex-naval personnel held on espionage charges in Doha together present a
high water mark for Modi’s diplomacy and symbolize the transformation of India’s relations with the Gulf
during the last 10 years.

Key factors in the transformation

e Energy Security: About 40% of India's oil imports come from the Gulf, which continues to be a
vital energy source. Recognizing their mutual need, both parties are making efforts to guarantee
consistent energy supplies.

e Economic Diversification: Although gas and oil are still important, India and the Gulf are
collaborating more in a variety of fields, including tourism, technology, infrastructure, and
healthcare. This promotes stronger economic links and lessens reliance on individual goods.

e Strategic Alignment: Extremism, maritime security, and regional stability are issues that both
India and the Gulf area face. More defense agreements and security cooperation have resulted from
this confluence of interests.

Impact on India's diplomatic and strategic stance

o Emphasis on Security: India works with Gulf nations on counterterrorism and intelligence
sharing, and it actively takes part in maritime security activities.

e Economic Focus: Investment agreements and free trade agreements seek to expand bilateral trade
and economic ties beyond the oil industry.

e Soft Power Projection: Bollywood's popularity, educational programs, and cultural exchanges all
help to improve India's standing in the area.

e Balancing Act: India navigates complex regional rivalries, maintaining good relations with Iran
despite growing ties with Saudi Arabia and the UAE. This "strategic autonomy" allows India to
pursue its interests independently.

Challenges and opportunities:

e Geopolitical tensions: Regional conflicts and power struggles pose challenges to stability and
require careful diplomacy.

o Diversification beyond oil: Successfully transitioning beyond oil dependence is crucial for
sustainable economic ties. Eg, the accumulation of hydrocarbon wealth over the decades has
generated the “Khaleeji capital”— in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE — with growing influence
around the world, from sports to real estate and banking to technology.

Conclusion

All things considered, the shift in the relationship between India and the Gulf represents a developing
strategic alliance characterized by mutual understanding, security cooperation, and economic cooperation.
India's diplomatic and strategic posture in the Middle East is greatly influenced by these improved ties,
which enable India to actively engage and advance its interests there.
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Discuss whether the proliferation of IITs has diluted the brand value and standards of
these premier institutions.

Introduction: Give a brief description of IITs

Body: Highlight arguments against dilution & for dilution of brand value of IIT

Conclusion: Way forward
Indian Institutes of Technology, or the IITs, are the crown jewels of Indian higher education. They are world-
renowned for the quality of their graduates and for their academic programmes in a range of fields in
technology and engineering — and in the past decade, in research and innovation through research parks
as well. However, for the past decade or so, and according to current plans, the IIT “system” has expanded
beyond its capacity to maintain its high standards and is in danger of sinking into mediocrity. The
proliferation of IITs, from 5 in 1951 to 23 as of today, has sparked debate about whether it has diluted their
brand value and standards.

Arguments against dilution

e Democratization of education: An increased number of IITs provides more students, particularly
those from non-metropolitan areas, with access to high-quality technical education, resulting in a
more inclusive and diversified talent pool.

o Concentrate on specialized fields: Al, cybersecurity, and renewable energy are examples of
newer IIT specializations that can stimulate innovation and meet industrial demands in the next
years.

o Expansion doesn't equate to dilution: Proponents argue that increasing student intake doesn't
automatically lower standards. Strict adherence to entrance exams and quality faculty recruitment
can maintain high standards across new IITs.

Arguments for dilution

o Faculty shortage: Critics argue the rapid expansion outpaces the availability of qualified faculty,
potentially affecting the quality of teaching and research.

e Infrastructure constraints: Building new campuses with world-class facilities requires
significant resources, and concerns exist about resource allocation across all IITs.

e Varying quality perception: Employers might differentiate between "original" and "new" IITs,
potentially impacting placement and brand perception.

e Standardization concerns: Maintaining uniformity in curriculum, teaching methods, and student
support across a diverse set of institutions can be challenging.

Conclusion

To maintain the integrity and excellence of the IIT system, it's proposed to limit the number to 10-12 "real”
IITs near major cities, adequately funded and staffed with world-class faculty. Newly established institutes
can be renamed and provide resources for quality education and research. Recruitment rules have been
liberalized to attract foreign faculty, aiding in internationalization. Collaboration with top global
universities and hiring foreign faculty as visiting scholars is favored over overseas branches. Policies to
attract international students and sustained funding, both from the government and successful IIT alumni,
are crucial to preserving the prestige of the IITs. Overexpansion risks diminishing their quality and
reputation.

Discuss the potential impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on traditional farming practices
in India and how it could transform agricultural productivity and environmental
sustainability. Include examples of Al applications currently in use.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the impact of Al on farming practices

Conclusion: Way forward

Artificial intelligence (Al) holds immense potential to revolutionize traditional farming practices in India,
impacting both agricultural productivity and environmental sustainability.
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Potential impact of Al on farming practices

e Increased Productivity: Al algorithms analyze vast datasets (soil health, weather, etc.) to optimize
resource usage. This can lead to targeted fertilizer and pesticide application, reducing wastage and
environmental pollution, predictive irrigation & disease and pest detection.

e Automation: Drones for crop monitoring and spraying, autonomous tractors for plowing and
seeding, and Al-powered robots for harvesting can improve efficiency and reduce labour costs.

e Livestock Monitoring and Management: Al can also benefit livestock farming by enabling real-
time monitoring of animal health and behaviour. Wearable sensors and Al algorithms can detect
signs of disease or distress in animals, allowing farmers to intervene promptly and prevent
outbreaks.

e Market Forecasting and Price Prediction: Al-powered analytics can help farmers anticipate
market demand and price fluctuations for agricultural commodities. By analyzing market trends,
trade data, and consumer behaviour, Al algorithms can provide insights into when to sell crops and
at what price, enabling farmers to optimize their revenue and reduce post-harvest losses.

¢ Robotic Farming: While still in the early stages, Al-driven robotic farming technologies have the
potential to automate various tasks such as seeding, weeding, and harvesting. For example,
autonomous drones equipped with computer vision can identify and remove weeds without the
need for herbicides, reducing chemical usage and labour costs.

Current Al models in India

e Saagu Baagu project: Al-based platform empowers farmers with data-driven insights, leading to
higher yields and reduced resource use in chili cultivation.

e Cropln: Provides Al-powered solutions for farm management, precision agriculture, and market
access.

e Arya. ag: Leverages Al and satellite imagery for crop health monitoring and yield prediction.

o Intello Labs: Develops Al-powered software for grading and quality assessment of agricultural
produce using computer vision.

e Taranis: Offers Al-driven precision agriculture solutions for pest and disease detection, as well as
crop monitoring.

¢ Ninjacart: Utilizes Al algorithms to optimize supply chain logistics for fresh produce, connecting
farmers directly with retailers and reducing food wastage.

Conclusion

Despite challenges, Al offers a unique opportunity to transform Indian agriculture, ensuring both increased
productivity and environmental sustainability. By addressing affordability, digital literacy, and
infrastructure gaps, India can harness Al's potential to empower farmers and ensure food security for its
growing population.

Examine the arguments for and against providing paid menstrual leave and its potential
impact on gender equality in the workforce.

Introduction: Contextual introduction.

Body: Explain the arguments for and against the need for menstrual leave policies.

Conclusion: Write a way forward.
Menstrual leave, also known as period leave, encompasses all policies permitting employees or students to
take time off due to menstrual pain or discomfort. In workplace contexts, it pertains to policies facilitating
either paid or unpaid leave or designated time for rest.

Arguments for Paid Menstrual Leave

e Addresses health concerns: Menstrual cramps and other symptoms can significantly impact
productivity and well-being. Paid leave allows employees to manage their health without financial
penalty.
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e Reduces stigma: Openly discussing menstruation can be challenging. Paid leave normalizes
periods and reduces workplace stigma, fostering a more inclusive environment.

¢ Increases employee retention and satisfaction: Paid leave demonstrates employer empathy and
support, leading to higher employee satisfaction and reduced turnover.

e Promotes gender equality: By addressing a biological reality specific to women, paid leave helps
level the playing field and reduce gender-based disadvantages in the workplace.

e Boosts economic participation: Paid leave allows women to maintain their earning potential and
contribute more fully to the economy.

Arguments Against Paid Menstrual Leave

o Potential for abuse: Some argue employees might misuse the leave for non-menstrual purposes,
creating administrative challenges and unfairness to others.

e Costburden on employers: Implementing paid leave adds to payroll costs, potentially impacting
small businesses disproportionately.

o Reinforces gender stereotypes: Linking leave to menstruation might perpetuate the idea that
women are inherently less reliable or productive.

e Potentially discriminatory: Excluding men from similar leave policies could be seen as
discriminatory, leading to resentment and legal challenges.

e Logistical challenges: Defining and verifying menstrual leave could be complex and intrusive,
raising privacy concerns.

Conclusion

In conclusion, paid menstruation leave raises legitimate concerns about productivity, gender stereotypes,
and administrative difficulties even while it has the potential to improve the well-being of women in the
workforce and advance gender equality. In light of these considerations, any choice to enact menstrual leave
rules should be thoroughly reviewed and customized to the unique requirements and circumstances of both
employers and employees.

Discuss the implications of the Supreme Court’s remarks and decisions on the religious
character of places of worship for India’s secularism. What does it signify for the future of
communal harmony and the legal protection of minority places of worship?

Introduction: Give a brief description of the Places of Worship Act.

Body: Highlight implications of SC remarks on the Act

Conclusion: Way forward
The Places of Worship Act was implemented to maintain the religious status of places of worship as they
were on August 15, 1947. It prohibits the conversion of any religious place and ensures the preservation of
their religious identity. The Places of Worship Act imposes a non-derogable obligation towards enforcing
commitment to secularism under the Indian Constitution. The Places of Worship Act is thus a legislative
intervention that preserves non-retrogression as an essential feature of our secular values.

Implications of SC remarks

e Secularism: India's secularism is enshrined in its Constitution, aiming to ensure equality and
freedom of religion for all citizens. However, controversies surrounding the religious character of
places of worship often challenge this principle. The Supreme Court's interventions serve to uphold
the secular fabric of the nation by providing impartial judgments based on legal principles rather
than religious affiliations.

e Peace and harmony: The recent SC observations in the Babri Masjid Case have been seen as a
slight beacon of hope for all backers of the idea of India. This is premised on the notion that modern
Indians will be Indians first in law unlike the medieval and ancient inhabitants of this land, and
thus the Act attempts to bolster Indian-ness in our appreciation of our shared cultural and religious
past.
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Significance for future

e Communal Harmony: By resolving issues about holy sites in a fair and just way, the Supreme
Court's rulings significantly contribute to communal harmony. The Court's interventions support
the peace and harmony among India's various religious groups by defending the rule of law and
guaranteeing fair treatment for all religious communities.

o Legal Protection of Minority Places of Worship: The cornerstone for the legal protection of
minority places of worship is the Supreme Court's statements and rulings. The Court assists in
defending the freedom of minority religious communities to practice their religion openly and
without hindrance by resolving conflicts and shedding light on the ownership and administration
of religious properties.

Conclusion

Supreme Court's role in determining the religious character of places of worship is crucial for upholding
India's secular values, promoting communal harmony, and ensuring the legal protection of minority places
of worship. Its interventions contribute to maintaining peace and stability in a diverse and pluralistic
society like India.

Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgment on Electoral Bonds in the context of its
impact on transparency and accountability in political financing. How does this decision
align with the objectives of the Right to Information (RTI) Act?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: What is the impact of Judgement on transparency, accountability, and the RTI Act?

Conclusion: Way forward
A recent SC judge gave a unanimous verdict citing the electoral Bonds scheme as “unconstitutional”. SC held
that anonymous electoral bonds are violative of the right to information and Article 19(1)(a). The Bench
has directed the issuing bank (SBI) to stop the issue of electoral bonds. SBI also needs to submit the details
of the electoral bonds purchase to the Election Commission of India (ECI). Through the electoral bonds
scheme, individuals and organizations can make anonymous financial contributions to political parties by
buying electoral bonds from the SBI.

Impact of SC judgment

e Transparency: SC held that the voters’ right is breached by the anonymity clause and that
information on political parties is essential. Poll bonds are violative of fundamental rights, and
infringement of RTI is not justified for curbing black money.

e Accountability: The opacity surrounding Electoral Bonds also raises questions about
accountability in political financing. Without knowing the identity of donors, it becomes
challenging to hold political parties accountable for their sources of funding. This lack of
accountability undermines the democratic process and weakens public trust in political
institutions.

e Impact on corporations and policy: The electoral bond scheme favour the ruling government of
the time, as the guarantee of anonymity would allow the government to provide concessions in the
form of licenses, leases, policy changes, and government contracts. The judgment would also
impact companies that use “funnel money” to political parties without any oversight from
shareholders.

Decision aligns with the RTI Act

o Freedom of speech and expression: The SC weighed in favour of the RTI Act & upheld Article 19
(1) (a) of the Constitution as against informational privacy in the Electoral Bond case. The Court
noted that transparency in political financing is crucial for voters to make informed decisions.
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e Structural issues: The judgement however does not address structural issues in the functioning
of the RTI Act like vacancies in Information Commissions, mounting pendency, delayed hearing of
second appeals, perceptible opacity, and the casual approach of officers in dealing with RTI queries.

e Compliance mechanism: The decision offers hardly any hope of clearing backlogs. Compliance
with the Commission’s orders saw delays in some cases while probing queries on corruption led to
the murder of many RTI activists. The recent change in the status and tenure of Information
Commissioners has also affected the functioning of the RTI Act.

Conclusion

The government could frame a committee under the Minister of Personnel, comprising information
commissioners, officials, and even civil society members to examine issues and take appropriate measures
to overhaul the RTI Act. The recent SC judgment can act as a catalyst in strengthening the RTI Act and
restoring it to its past glory.

Analyze the implications of the proposed Free Trade Agreement between India and the
European Free Trade Association (EFTA) with a specific focus on intellectual property
rights and its impact on India’s pharmaceutical industry.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Impact on IPR & pharmaceutical industry

Conclusion: Way forward
The proposed Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between India and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA)
has sparked debates, particularly regarding its impact on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and India's
thriving pharmaceutical industry.

Focus on IPR

e Boosting IPR Protection: FTAs frequently contain clauses meant to bolster intellectual property
rights. This could result in trademarks, copyrights, and patents being strictly enforced. This would
require India to bring its IPR rules more into line with international norms, which could affect the
latitude that Indian pharmaceutical businesses have hitherto enjoyed.

e Balancing National Interests: Negotiating an FTA involves balancing national interests, including
public health concerns, with economic priorities. India would need to carefully consider the
implications of any IPR provisions on its pharmaceutical industry, ensuring that access to
affordable medicines remains a priority.

e Shift Towards Innovation: Conversely, more stringent IPR laws may encourage Indian
pharmaceutical firms to increase their R&D spending to create novel medications and
technological advancements. This might cause companies in the pharmaceutical industry to change
from being mostly producers of generics to innovators.

Impact on India’s pharmaceutical industry

e Impact on the Production of Generic Drugs: Because of its thriving generic medication
manufacturing sector, India is referred to as the "pharmacy of the developing world". Stricter
patent enforcement, however, may hinder the production of generic medications since it may be
more challenging for Indian businesses to create less expensive generic equivalents of copyrighted
pharmaceuticals. This might make it harder to get inexpensive medications both here at home and
abroad in nations that depend on Indian generics.

e Obstacles to Medical Access: India's pharmaceutical sector has been instrumental in providing
the world with reasonably priced medications, particularly for conditions like HIV/AIDS and
tuberculosis. Stricter patent laws may make it more difficult for India to manufacture and export
these life-saving medications, which might raise costs and limit access to healthcare in
underdeveloped nations.

e Possibility of Technology Transfer: FTA frequently incorporates clauses about international
cooperation and technology transfer presenting chances for Indian pharmaceutical businesses to
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work with their European counterparts, giving them access to new markets, technologies, and
knowledge.

Conclusion

The principle of data exclusivity has raised concerns among India’s drug industry that could affect the
industry which is a major exporter of drugs. India must focus on investing more in ethical drug trials and in
fundamental research to help the local drug industry take on the foreign pharma industry.

Discuss the key recommendations of the Swaminathan Commission regarding the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) and its relevance to ensuring the economic viability of
farming in India.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Recommendations of commission and relevance on farming in India
Conclusion: Way forward

The recent farmers' protest has once again raised demand for a law to guarantee the procurement of all
crops for all farmers at MSP and the determination of crop prices as per the recommendations of the Dr.
Swaminathan Commission. The Swaminathan Commission, officially known as the National Commission on
Farmers (NCF), was established in 2004 to address the issues faced by Indian farmers and to recommend
policies for their welfare.

Key Recommendations of the Commission

MSP at C2 + 50%: The Commission recommended that MSP should be set at a level that ensures a
minimum of 50% return over the comprehensive cost of production (C2), which includes actual
paid-out costs, imputed family labour costs, and the imputed rent and interest on owned land and
capital. This recommendation was aimed at providing farmers with remunerative prices that cover
not just their production costs but also provide a reasonable profit margin.

Participation of Women in Agriculture: Commission underscored the need to ensure the need
to ensure that working women have the needed support services and have access to timely credit
and extension services. It called for the setting up of a National Board for New Deal for Women in
Agriculture under the Union Food and Agriculture Minister, with the Union Ministers for Women
and Child Development, Rural Development, and Panchayati Raj as co-chairs.

Agriculture infrastructure: The report also suggested that Farm Schools should be established in
the fields of innovative farmers, to spread their message and methods. The report suggested
establishing a grain bank and community food and fodder banks, promoting insurance, and setting
up a national network of advanced soil testing labs.

Relevance on the economic viability of farming

Revision of MSP Regularly: The Commission suggested that MSP should be revised periodically,
ideally every year, to account for changes in input costs, inflation, and market conditions. Regular
revision of MSP ensures that farmers receive fair and remunerative prices for their produce,
thereby maintaining the economic viability of farming.

Diversification of Crops Covered Under MSP: The Commission recommended expanding the
coverage of crops under MSP to include a wider variety of crops beyond wheat and rice. This would
encourage crop diversification, reduce the risk of price volatility, and promote sustainable
agricultural practices.

Market Intervention: The Commission suggested the establishment of a price stabilization fund
to intervene in the market during price crashes and to provide support to farmers when prices fall
below MSP. This mechanism would help mitigate the risks associated with price volatility and
ensure stable incomes for farmers.

Conclusion
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The Swaminathan Commission's MSP recommendations hold promise for improving farmers' income and
agricultural sustainability.

Evaluate the impact of Artificial Intelligence on the concept of merit and meritocracy in
the workforce. How does Al challenge traditional notions of human merit?

Introduction: Give a brief description of Al

Body: Highlight its impact on merit and meritocracy in the workforce

Conclusion: Way forward

Artificial intelligence (Al) is rapidly transforming the workforce, and its impact on the concepts of merit
and meritocracy is complex and multifaceted. Artificial Intelligence (AI) has undoubtedly influenced the
concept of merit and meritocracy in the workforce, challenging traditional notions in several ways. The
concept of meritocracy, wherein individuals are rewarded and advanced based on their abilities,
achievements, and hard work, rather than their social status or background, has been extensively debated.

Impact of Al on the concept of merit and meritocracy

¢ Qualifications versus SKills: In a traditional meritocracy, certifications and degrees are highly
valued. Nevertheless, regardless of official qualifications, Al may evaluate individuals based on
their real-world experiences and skKill sets.

e Data-driven Decision Making: Al bases its predictions and judgments on vast datasets. This
indicates that Al can potentially lead to more effective hiring procedures by using previous data to
uncover patterns of success in the hiring process.

e Objective Evaluation: Al systems may evaluate applicants objectively by evaluating them
according to performance metrics, credentials, and skills. This helps to minimize prejudice in the
hiring process.

Challenges to merit

e Requirements for skills are changing: Al automates repetitive jobs, therefore people must be
exceptionally creative, collaborative, and problem-solving. The relevance of traditional merit
measurements based on particular skills may decline.

e Algorithmic bias: Al systems can absorb and magnify societal prejudices, which may lead to
discrimination against people based on criteria unrelated to their contributions or skills. This adds
unfairness to merit assessments.

o Ethical Considerations: The use of Al in hiring raises ethical concerns, particularly regarding
privacy, transparency, and accountability. For example, algorithms used in hiring decisions may
analyze personal data without consent or explanation, raising questions about fairness and
individual autonomy:.

e Measuring "soft skills": Artificial intelligence (AI) is great at evaluating data that can be
measured, but it has trouble assessing "soft skills" that are important, such as emotional
intelligence, leadership, and communication. Although there are no proven techniques for
quantifying these skills, they may become more and more significant for human merit.

Conclusion

Reassessing meritocracy in light of Al advancements necessitates a nuanced comprehension of the
interaction between technology and societal frameworks. It requires a deliberate reconsideration of the
criteria used to define and acknowledge merit, especially as Al tools have the potential to enhance human
abilities while simultaneously exacerbating prevailing inequalities.
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Critically analyze the Supreme Court’s decision on the appropriateness of B.Ed degrees
for primary school teaching, considering the specialized needs of foundational literacy
and numeracy. How does this ruling impact teacher recruitment and policy in India?

Introduction: Give a brief context of the SC ruling

Body: Evaluate the decision

Conclusion: Way forward
In August 2023, the Supreme Court of India affirmed the verdict of the Rajasthan High Court, asserting that
the Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) degree is not suitable for primary school teaching. According to the court,
the relevant qualifications for this level of education are the Diploma in Education (DEd), Diploma in
Elementary Education (DEIEd), or Bachelor of Elementary Education (BEIEd).

Arguments in support of the decision

e Specialization: B.Ed programs concentrate on secondary education and beyond, possibly ignoring
the early childhood development (ECD) principles and methods that are essential for developing
fundamental literacy and numeracy. The D.Ed. (Diploma in Elementary Education) is designed with
these crucial early years in mind.

¢ Quality education: High-quality education is emphasized by the Right to Education Act. By
providing teachers with age-appropriate pedagogical skills for young learners, specialized training
in D.Ed. may enhance educational outcomes.

Arguments against the decision

e Teacher Shortage: The capacity of D.Ed. programs is limited, and state-by-state distribution is
uneven. The teacher deficit could be made worse by excluding B.Ed. graduates, particularly in rural
areas.

o Diversification of Skills: B.Ed programs can include bridge courses or ECD modules to give
graduates applicable skills. Limiting possibilities decreases the diversity and skill of teachers.

Impact on Teacher Recruitment and Policy

o Recruitment Difficulties: The direct effect is on current hiring procedures involving applicants
with a B.Ed. States must deal with these interruptions and adjust to the D.Ed mandate.

e Policy examination: To comply with the decision, the federal government and the states must
examine their policies. Checking the quality and accessibility of D.Ed programs is necessary.

o Teacher training: The emphasis of teacher training is now on improving the quality of the D.Ed
program and making sure that instructors are suitably prepared to teach fundamental reading and
numeracy skills.

e Long-term Implications: A thorough evaluation of the decision's ability to raise the standard of
primary education is required. It is essential to keep an eye on teacher effectiveness and learning
results.

Conclusion

Government support and innovation are urgently needed in primary education. Programs like BEIEd at
Delhi University have proven successful in enhancing knowledge and practice for this level. The new
Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP) aims to extend this model to higher education, integrating
primary schoolteacher preparation into university settings.
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Evaluate the role of climate change in exacerbating the frequency and severity of El Nino
and La Nina events. Discuss how these changes are influencing monsoon patterns and air
quality in India, with a focus on the findings of the recent study by Indian researchers.

Introduction: Give a brief description of EL Nino & La Nina

Body: Highlight the role of such events on monsoon and air quality in India

Conclusion: Way forward
El Nifio and La Nifia event frequency and intensity are significantly influenced by climate change. Changes
in sea surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific Ocean are the hallmarks of El Nifio and La Nifia, two
natural climate events that influence worldwide weather patterns. A new study by Indian researchers has
now suggested that even air quality in the country could be influenced by the two weather events.

Role of climate change in exacerbating frequency and severity of ENSO

o Impact of Climate Change on El Nifio and La Nifia: Climate change can intensify El Nifio events
by warming ocean temperatures. Warmer ocean temperatures can lead to more frequent and
intense El Nifio events, as warmer waters provide more energy for atmospheric disturbances.
Similarly, La Nifia events can also be influenced by climate change. Although La Nifia events are
characterized by cooler-than-average sea surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific, climate
change can still impact their frequency and severity through complex interactions within the
climate system.

Influence on monsoon and air quality

e Monsoon patterns: El Nifio typically weakens the Indian monsoon, leading to droughts, while La
Nifia strengthens it, causing floods. If ENSO events become more extreme, India could experience
more erratic and intense monsoon seasons, impacting agriculture, water resources, and
livelihoods.

e Air quality: A recent study by Indian researchers linked the 2022-23 "triple-dip" La Nifia to
contrasting air quality changes in different regions. La Nifia weakened winter westerlies, reducing
air pollution in North India, while peninsular cities saw increased pollution due to reduced rainfall
and dispersion. This highlights the complex and geographically varied effects of ENSO on air
quality. The recent anomaly in the rise of pollutants in Western India was on account of wind
circulation in the north-south direction. The pollutants being carried from Punjab and Haryana
bypassed Delhi and surrounding areas and flew over Rajasthan and Gujarat to southern regions.

Conclusion

The precise impact of climate change on ENSO is still being studied, but India could face serious difficulties
if these events become more frequent and intense. To design adaptation and mitigation measures for
monsoons, air quality, and related environmental challenges, it is imperative to comprehend these
intricacies and their localized implications.

Critically analyze the concerns raised by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Communications and Information Technology regarding the dominance of foreign fintech
apps in the Indian digital payment ecosystem. What measures have been recommended
to promote local players?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight concerns raised by the committee and measures to promote local players

Conclusion: Way forward

The Standing Committee on Communications and Information Technology has raised concerns about the
dominance of fintech apps owned by foreign entities in the Indian ecosystem like PhonePe (Walmart-
backed) and Google Pay and recommended that local players be promoted.

Concerns raised

Created with love ® by ForumlIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[lEy




Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of February 2024

o Data security and privacy: Millions of Indians' sensitive financial information is held by foreign
companies, which raises questions about possible abuse, security lapses, and a lack of oversight.
The committee observed that fintech companies were also being used for money laundering.

e Market Concentration: Reliance on foreign players too much distorts the rules of the game and
stifles domestic fintech companies' ability to innovate. PhonePe commands the leading market
share in volume terms, followed by Google Pay, at 46.91% and 36.39% respectively. On the other
hand, NCPI's BHIM UPI’s market share (in terms of volume) stood at a mere 0.22%.

e Predatory Pricing and Practices: To restrict competition from local competitors, large
international corporations may employ unfair practices or aggressive pricing strategies.

e Lack of Transparency: There are worries about foreign corporations' use of opaque algorithms
and decision-making procedures, which could result in bias or discrimination.

e Geopolitical Tensions: Reliance on foreign technology may put one in danger in the event of
political unrest or conflicts over data sovereignty.

Measures to promote local players

e Market Share Cap: To create a more fair playing field for regional fintechs, impose a cap on each
player's market share.

e Datalocalization: To improve data security and management, mandate the processing and storing
of financial data inside India.

o Encourage Local Players: To promote innovation and competition, give Indian fintech startups
financial and regulatory support.

e Promote open APIs (Application Programming Interface): Encourage the use of open APIs to
improve interoperability and provide local rivals access to data.

e Strengthen Regulatory Framework: Create a strong regulatory framework that takes consumer
protection, fair competition, and data privacy into account as the fintech industry develops.

Conclusion

Managing the dominance of foreign fintech apps demands a balanced strategy. While promoting local
players and ensuring data security is paramount, protectionist actions must be tempered with efforts to
nurture a competitive and inventive environment. Engaging in open discourse and fostering collaboration
among stakeholders is imperative to formulate solutions that serve the interests of consumers and India's
fintech sector alike.

Evaluate the effectiveness of the devolution of power in India as a means to address
regional disparities. In light of recent political events, suggest measures to strengthen the
federal fabric of the nation.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the effectiveness of devolution & measures to strengthen federal structure

Conclusion: Way forward
The devolution of power in India, primarily through the system of federalism & Panchayati Raj, has been
instrumental in addressing regional disparities to some extent. By granting states significant autonomy in
areas such as finance, administration, and policymaking, devolution aims to empower regions and foster
local development initiatives.

Effectiveness of devolution of power in India

o Enhanced local knowledge and participation: Devolution gives local communities the ability to
recognize and respond to their own needs, which may result in development projects that are more
pertinent and focused.

o Elimination of bureaucratic obstacles: Localized decision-making that is more efficient can
boost resource allocation and hasten project implementation.

¢ Enhanced accountability: Local governments are more responsive to the needs of the public and
more accountable when they are located closer to them.
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e Uneven implementation: Devolution's success varies across states due to differing political will,
administrative capacities, and socio-economic contexts.

o Financial constraints: Local bodies often lack adequate financial resources to effectively
implement devolved functions, hindering development potential.

e Limited capacity building: Effective utilization of devolved powers requires skilled personnel and
strong institutional frameworks, which aren't always readily available at the local level.

Measures to Strengthen Federal Structure

e Better financial devolution: Make sure local bodies receive resources in a timely and sufficient
manner, giving priority to underprivileged areas.

o Initiatives for capacity building: Enhance local governance structures by providing staff
development, technical support, and training.

e Encouraging Panchayati Raj: Put the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments into effect,
giving local governments full financial and autonomous autonomy.

e Inter-State cooperation: Encourage states to work together on matters such as resource sharing,
infrastructure development, and regional growth.

e Respecting diversity: When formulating policies and allocating resources, take into account the
cultural, linguistic, and social diversity of India.

e Building Institutions: To guarantee equitable and impartial representation of all areas, and
protect the independence of constitutional authorities such as the Election Commission and the
judiciary.

Conclusion

Although devolution of power is a start in the right direction towards empowerment, to ensure that regional
inequities are adequately addressed, extensive reforms and dedication are needed in India. A united and
thriving India depends on fostering a sound federal framework with strong institutions, respected
interstate connections, and empowered local bodies.

Critically analyze the Supreme Court’s directive to follow a ‘broad and all-encompassing’
definition of forests in India. Discuss its implications on forest conservation and the
rights of indigenous communities.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Implications of the directive on forest conservation and indigenous people

Conclusion: Way forward
The Supreme Court's directive to adopt a "broad and all-encompassing" definition of forests in India, as laid
out in the T.N. Godavarman case (1996), has sparked debate and presents both potential benefits and
drawbacks for forest conservation and indigenous communities. In their 1996 ruling, SC stated that the
term 'forest' should be interpreted based on its dictionary definition, encompassing all areas officially
designated as forests, whether reserved, protected, or otherwise. They further clarified that 'forest land’
extends beyond just the dictionary definition of forests to include any area recorded as forest in government
records, regardless of ownership.

Evaluation of such directive on the definition of forests

e Enhanced Protection: By extending the legal definition of forests, more land could come under
protection, which could lead to a rise in the total amount of forest cover.

e Acknowledgment of Diverse Ecosystems: It encourages more comprehensive conservation
strategies by recognizing the biological value of different landscapes outside of those that are often
categorized as "forests."

e Decreased Deforestation: By preventing actions like invasion and conversion, broader protection
may be able to preserve ecosystem services and biodiversity.

e (Clarity Issues: The absence of a clear definition could lead to implementation ambiguity and
possible disputes over resource rights and land usage.
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e Impact on the Community: Claims that overlap with customary lands inhabited by indigenous
populations may give rise to worries about rights violations and displacement.

e Implementation Challenges: It may be difficult to police laws effectively in a variety of settings
with different ecological and social situations, requiring a lot of cooperation and resources.

Impact on Forest Conservation & rights of Indigenous Communities

e Expanded Coverage: More protection may aid in increasing India's forest cover, which would
mitigate climate change and preserve biodiversity.

e Ecological Integrity: By taking into account the interdependence of different landscapes, the
recognition of distinct ecosystems as "forests" encourages more all-encompassing conservation
methods.

e Resource management: It calls for thorough planning and stakeholder involvement in order to
strike a balance between increased protection and local communities' sustainable use of resources.

o Potential Displacement: Expanding forest boundaries without recognizing established
community rights could lead to displacement and livelihood disruptions.

e Resource Access Restriction: Stricter protection measures might limit access to traditional
resources crucial for indigenous communities' sustenance and cultural practices.

e Collaborative Management: Inclusive approaches involving indigenous communities in decision-
making and resource management can ensure their rights and sustainable forest use.

Conclusion

Although there may be environmental benefits to the Supreme Court's order to adopt a broad definition of
forests, the ramifications for indigenous rights and livelihoods must also be carefully considered. A
comprehensive strategy that gives environmental preservation priority while upholding the rights and
aspirations of indigenous groups is needed to strike a balance between these interests.

Highlight the necessity of establishing regional benches of the Supreme Court in India.
Discuss the potential benefits and drawbacks of such a decentralization.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Why is there a need for regional benches highlight the benefits and drawbacks

Conclusion: Way forward
Recently, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice informed
the Lok Sabha that the Law Ministry has accepted its recommendation to establish regional benches of the
Supreme Court across India.

Necessity of Regional branches of SC

e Access to Justice: For many residents, particularly those from rural or disadvantaged origins,
traveling to Delhi, the Supreme Court's current seat, can be excessively costly and time-consuming.
Regional benches could improve accessibility and preserve the inalienable right to justice by
bringing justice closer to the people.

e Pendency of Cases: The Supreme Court's enormous backlog of cases causes protracted delays in
the resolution of legal disputes. Regional benches might aid in burden distribution, which could
hasten the legal process and lower the number of cases pending.

o Diversity and Representation: A geographically centralized court may not always have a
sufficient understanding of local legal challenges and subtleties. Judges on regional benches may
have firsthand knowledge of local circumstances, which could result in more knowledgeable and
representative rulings.

e Lowering Litigation Expenses: Attending hearings in Delhi adds a substantial amount to litigation
expenses. Regional benches might drastically lower these costs for litigants, resulting in more
accessible and reasonably priced justice.

Benefits
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e Improved access to justice for all: Reduced travel and financial burdens could encourage more
people to seek legal recourse.

e Reduced case backlog: Distributing the workload across multiple benches could potentially
expedite the judicial process.

o Enhanced representation and diversity: Judges with regional expertise could bring diverse
perspectives to the bench.

e Reduced litigation costs: Litigants wouldn't have to travel to Delhi, making justice more
affordable.

Drawbacks

e Uniformity of jurisprudence: Maintaining consistency in legal interpretations across different
benches might be challenging.

o Selection of judges: Ensuring impartiality and merit-based selection of judges for regional
benches could be complex.

o Infrastructure and logistics: Setting up and maintaining regional benches would require
significant infrastructure and logistical investments.

o Potential for regional bias: Judges might be influenced by local pressures or sentiments,
potentially impacting impartiality.

Conclusion

The establishment of regional benches should be supplemented with efforts to develop judicial
infrastructure like increasing judges and reducing the pendency of cases.

Analyze the role of the Supreme Court in ensuring the sanctity of electoral democracy in
India in light of recent judgments. Discuss the implications of these judgments on the
relationship between the judiciary and the executive.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the role of SC in ensuring electoral sanctity of electoral democracy and implications on

relations between judiciary and executive

Conclusion: Way forward
The Indian Supreme Court plays a crucial role in upholding the sanctity of electoral democracy through its
interpretations of the Constitution and pronouncements on election-related matters. Recent SC judgements
in declaring the electoral bonds scheme unconstitutional and pronouncing AAP the winner in the mayoral
race in Chandigarh, seem to strike a welcome blow on behalf of electoral democracy.

Role of SC in ensuring the sanctity of electoral democracy

e Electoral reforms: The Supreme Court, in cases like Association for Democratic Reforms v. Union
of India, mandated disclosure of candidate information like criminal records, financial assets, and
educational qualifications. This empowers voters with vital information, enhancing transparency
and fairness in elections.

e Political Accountability: The Supreme Court has also intervened to ensure political accountability
by holding public officials and political parties accountable for their actions. For instance, in cases
related to electoral bonds and funding of political parties, the Court has sought to promote
transparency and prevent the influence of black money in politics.

e Election disputes: The Supreme Court resolves electoral disputes and disqualifies candidates for
breaking laws or engaging in corruption, ensuring electoral integrity.

Implications for Judiciary-Executive Relationship

e Assertive Judiciary: New rulings show that the Supreme Court is prepared to stand up for its
independence and demand accountability from the government in election-related cases. Thus,
democratic checks and balances may be strengthened.
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o Possibility of Tension: Tension and friction between the two institutions may arise from
judgments that are thought to have an impact on the political interests of the executive. This may
be harmful to democracy's ability to run smoothly.

e Requirement for Collaboration: Collaboration between the court and the executive branch is
necessary for the successful execution of electoral reforms and the resolution of problems such as
election financing. Maintaining the integrity of the electoral process requires cooperation.

Conclusion

Maintaining a balance between judicial independence, executive accountability, and public trust is crucial
to ensure the effectiveness of the judiciary in safeguarding the electoral process.

Critically analyze the recent amendments to the surrogacy laws in India with a focus on
the use of donor gametes. Discuss the implications for intending couples, particularly
those with medical conditions necessitating such measures.

Introduction: Give a brief description of the recent amendment.

Body: Evaluate the recent amendment and implication on intending couples

Conclusion: Way forward
Recently, the Union Government amended the surrogacy Rules to allow couples to use donor eggs or donor
sperm for surrogacy. This overturned a previous amendment made in March 2023 that banned the use of
donor gametes.

Evaluation of recent amendments

e Use of Donor Gametes: The amendments explicitly allow for the use of donor sperm or eggs under
certain conditions. However, intending couples must obtain a certificate of essentiality and a
certificate of eligibility from the appropriate authorities to use donor gametes. This adds a
bureaucratic hurdle and may prolong the already complex surrogacy process, causing further
emotional and financial strain on intending couples.

o Type of gametes: Couples can use donor eggs or sperm if one partner is infertile, but single women
can only use their eggs. This amendment was made because some women cannot produce eggs due
to medical conditions.

o Eligibility clause: The new rules still prohibit single men, same-sex couples, and live-in partners
from using surrogacy.

Implications for Intending Couples

e Decreased accessibility: Even in cases where medical conditions require surrogacy, couples who
are unable to conceive using their gametes have fewer options due to the ban on donor gametes.
This encompasses individuals with genetic disorders, same-sex couples, and those with reduced
gamete quality.

e Increased financial and emotional strain: If a couple decides they still want to use a surrogate,
they might be forced to look into other, frequently more costly and emotionally taxing options like
adoption or international surrogacy.

o Possibility of exploitation: As desperate couples look for other options outside of the law, the ban
may result in unchecked practices and the exploitation of egg donors and surrogate momes.

e Uncertain legal status: Couples thinking about surrogacy may experience additional anxiety and
uncertainty due to the legal ramifications of using donor gametes despite the ban.

Conclusion

The recent amendments to India's surrogacy laws, while aiming to prevent exploitation and
commercialization, restrict access for intending couples needing donor gametes due to medical conditions.
Balancing ethical concerns with accessibility requires ongoing discussions and potential amendments to
ensure fair and inclusive surrogacy practices in India.
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Examine the potential of fintech solutions, such as electronic payment of subsidy and the
use of digital rupee (e-RUPI), in enhancing the efficiency of LPG subsidy distribution to
PMUY households.

Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction

Body: Highlight the potential of fintech solutions and the benefits associated with it.

Conclusion: Way forward
Fintech solutions, such as electronic payment of subsidies and the use of digital rupee (e-RUPI), hold
significant potential in enhancing the efficiency of LPG subsidy distribution to PMUY (Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana) households in India.

Potential of fintech solutions

e Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT): Replacing cash with electronic transfers directly into PMUY
beneficiaries' bank accounts ensures targeted delivery, eliminates leakages due to middlemen, and
empowers recipients.

e Real-time subsidy calculation: Fintech platforms can connect with LPG distributors and banks,
enabling real-time calculation of subsidies based on market price fluctuations and consumption
patterns. This ensures fair and dynamic subsidy disbursement.

o Targeted subsidy disbursement: e-RUPI vouchers can be pre-loaded with the exact subsidy
amount, ensuring it reaches only intended beneficiaries and is used specifically for LPG purchases.
This eliminates misuse and diversion of funds.

¢ Reduced administrative burden: e-RUPI vouchers eliminate the need for physical coupons and
manual verification, streamlining the process for both distributors and beneficiaries.

Benefits of such platforms

¢ Increased Efficiency: Automation and streamlined processes can significantly reduce delays and
paperwork, leading to faster subsidy disbursement and improved service delivery.

o Reduced Leakages: Direct transfers and targeted vouchers minimize the chances of diversion and
misuse of subsidies, ensuring better utilization of public funds.

e Improved Transparency: Digital transactions offer clear audit trails, enhancing accountability
and reducing corruption risks.

¢ Financial Inclusion: Integrating beneficiaries into the digital payment ecosystem promotes
financial inclusion and empowers them with greater control over their finances.

o Convenience: Beneficiaries can access subsidies easily and conveniently through various digital
channels, reducing reliance on physical infrastructure and paperwork.

Conclusion

Fintech solutions offer immense potential in improving the efficiency, transparency, and targeting of LPG
subsidy distribution to PMUY households in India. By leveraging electronic payment systems and innovative
digital payment mechanisms like e-RUPI, the government can enhance the effectiveness of welfare
programs, promote financial inclusion, and ensure that subsidies reach the intended beneficiaries in a
timely and transparent manner.

Analyze the role of India as a “bridging power” in the context of global diplomacy, as
highlighted in the ninth edition of the Raisina Dialogue. Discuss how India’s foreign policy
aligns with its ambition to be a “Vishwamitra” or friend of the world.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight India’s role as a bridging power and align of “Vishwamitra” concept with India's foreign

policy

Conclusion: Way forward
Recently, at the ninth edition of the annual Raisina Dialogue, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar called
India a “bridging power”, a country seeking common ground through a “multi-vector” policy, and playing
the role of a “Vishwamitra” or friend of the world.

Created with love ® by ForumlIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[lEy




Mains Marathon Compilation for the Month of February 2024

India’s Role in Bridging Power

e Bringing the Global North and South into Balance: India is well-positioned to play a mediating
role due to its historical connections to the developing world through the Non-Aligned Movement
and its expanding economic alliances with wealthy nations. India seeks to establish common
ground for collaboration with the Global North while advocating for the interests of developing
nations.

e Indo-Pacific Focus: The Raisina Dialogue emphasizes the growing significance of the Indo-Pacific
region, where India seeks to counterbalance China's growing influence. India champions
partnerships like the Quad (India, USA, Japan, Australia) and promotes a rules-based order for the
region.

e Leadership in Multilateral Forums: India's active participation in forums such as the G20, BRICS,
and the UN positions it to promote dialogue and consensus-building. India uses these platforms to
voice the concerns of the Global South and to push for reforms that reflect a more equitable world
order.

Concept of “Vishwamitra” as per India’s Foreign Policy

e Development Partnership: India helps other developing countries, especially those in Africa and
South Asia, by providing support and capacity-building initiatives based on its own development
experience. This increases goodwill and makes India more powerful internationally.

o Soft Power Projection: India's diverse cultural legacy, which includes Bollywood, Ayurveda, and
yoga, serves as an effective instrument for soft power diplomacy. Fostering these aspects helps to
create goodwill toward India and strengthens ties with other countries.

o Value-Based Diplomacy: India places a strong emphasis on the principles of democracy,
pluralism, and adherence to a system of norms. These ideas appeal to a wide range of countries
and enable India to establish a network of partners that share its values.

Conclusion

With its growing economic might, strategic position, and autonomous foreign policy approach, India has
the potential to be a major bridge power. In a world where superpower tensions are rising and the
international order is becoming more dispersed, this function becomes even more important. India's
actions are guided by the "Vishwamitra" concept, which emphasizes cooperation, balancing relationships,
and standing up for the issues and goals of the developing world.

Discuss the implications of the recent modifications to the Surrogacy (Regulation) Rules,
2022, on the rights to parenthood in India. How do these changes reflect the
government’s approach towards addressing medical complications and societal norms?
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight implications of recent rules on parenthood and government approach to address
medical complications and societal norms

Conclusion: Way forward

The recent modifications to the Surrogacy (Regulation) Rules, 2022, in India, have significant implications
for the rights to parenthood in the country, reflecting both shifts in addressing medical complications and
societal norms. The latest amendments have allowed using donor gametes, if either the husband or wife in
the intending couple has a medical condition that is certified by a medical board.

Implications of recent modifications to Surrogacy Rules 2022

e Increased Accessibility: The change addresses a major barrier to parenthood for couples with
medical complications preventing them from using their gametes. This expands possibilities for
those who want to have children but face biological limitations.

e Challenges for Single Parents: These revisions still do not directly address the right to
parenthood for single individuals or LGBTQ+ couples.
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e Ban on Commercial Surrogacy: One of the most significant changes is the prohibition of
commercial surrogacy. Under the new rules, only altruistic surrogacy is permitted, where the
surrogate mother volunteers to carry a child for the intended parents without monetary
compensation beyond medical expenses and insurance coverage.

Reflections on the Government's Approach

e Reducing Medical Barriers: The new rule demonstrates the government's understanding of the
difficulties caused by medical infertility and its readiness to put remedies into place. It seeks to give
couples who are having trouble conceiving naturally other options.

e (Cautious Expansion: The emphasis on married couples is indicative of a methodical, albeit
perhaps cautious, approach to increasing surrogacy access. This can be the result of a desire for
strict regulation of the practice as well as sociocultural factors.

e Conventional Family Models: Restricting the present reforms to married couples may be seen as
a way to highlight Indian society's traditional family arrangements. This could be interpreted as a
reluctance to accept other family structures to the fullest.

Conclusion

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2022, presents a multifaceted and contentious topic that requires a deep
understanding for a comprehensive viewpoint. As it evolves and matures, it holds the potential to reshape
the landscape of surrogacy in India.

Examine the potential impact of the government’s new grain storage plan on India’s
agricultural sector and food security. Assess the role of cooperatives in implementing this
plan and its implications on farmers.

Introduction: Give a brief context of the scheme

Body: Highlight impact of scheme on agriculture and food security.

Conclusion: Way forward
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the world's largest grain storage initiative within the
cooperative sector, benefiting farmers with a storage capacity of 700 lakh tonnes over the next five years,
with an investment totaling X1.25 lakh crore. The plan focuses on decentralizing storage infrastructure by
empowering Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) to construct modern godowns (warehouses) and
diversify their operations.

Potential Impacts on Agriculture and Food Security

o Decreased Post-Harvest Losses: India experiences significant food grain post-harvest losses. By
constructing state-of-the-art storage facilities near farms, reducing waste, and guaranteeing that
food grains stay in good condition, the new grain storage strategy seeks to address this.

e Price Stabilization and Farmer Income: Farmers can stockpile their produce and sell it when
market prices are favourable thanks to increased storage capacity. This may result in fewer
distressed sales and increased farmer incomes.

e Enhanced Food Security: By keeping buffer stocks full, a strong storage network helps to ensure
that food is available during hard times or emergencies. This improves the nation's overall food
security.

Role of Cooperatives in implementing the Scheme

o Empowerment of Farmers: Cooperatives give farmers a way to jointly plan, finance, and run
storage facilities. Farmers now have more control over their produce and are able to negotiate
better prices.

o Effective Implementation: In rural areas, cooperatives already have a robust network. Their
grassroots presence guarantees that farmers immediately profit from the strategy and expedites
the building of infrastructure.
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o Expanded Rural Development: Through diversifying their operations, PACS can develop into
multipurpose centres that provide services such as processing units, fair price shops, and
equipment on-demand rentals. This gives farmers a variety of revenue options and strengthens the
rural economy:.

Impact on Farmers

e Enhanced Income: Farmers can earn more money if they have access to better storage facilities,
minimize waste, and have the capacity to sell their produce when the timing is right.

e Market Access: By having more control over how their produce is marketed, farmers are better
able to establish direct relationships with larger purchasers.

e Farmer skill development: As PACS grows, there will be more chances for farmers to gain
expertise in agribusiness, processing, and warehouse management.

Conclusion

The success of the scheme depends on effective implementation, adequate funding, and support for
cooperatives to become strong, multi-functional organizations benefitting farmers.

Analyze the multifaceted challenges faced by India in land management against the
backdrop of its burgeoning population and ecological stress. Propose a comprehensive
policy framework for sustainable land management in India.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight challenges in land management and policy framework to address these challenges

Conclusion: Way forward
The comprehensive significance of land is often underestimated, despite its pivotal role in various aspects
of human existence. It offers a wide array of ecological, economic, social, and cultural benefits. However,
this multi-faceted nature of land is frequently disregarded in land management approaches, leading to
heightened pressure, degradation, and environmental depletion.

Multifaceted Challenges

e Population Pressure: India with only 2.4% of world’s geographical area and more than 17% of
the world population experiences several land management challenges. There is a tremendous
demand on land resources for housing, infrastructure, agriculture, and industry due to the rapid
population growth. This causes competition in a number of industries and a shortage of land.

e Land Degradation: Arable land in India is around 55% of total geographical area and forest cover
accounts for another 22%. The rest is desert, mountains, etc. Around 30% of total geographical
area is degraded land. The productivity of land is threatened by salinization, desertification, soil
erosion, and ecological balance.

e Administrative complexity: In India, existing land management practices are fragmented, with
each department adopting its individual strategies. Land management responsibilities primarily
rest with State governments. Moreover, most land is privately owned, and according to the
constitution, land-use decisions are the prerogative of the owner.

Comprehensive Policy Framework for Sustainable Land Management in India

e  Multi-stakeholder platform: Creating a district-level multi-stakeholder platform is essential to
unite farmers, policymakers, businesses, and others for collaborative land management planning.
District planning committees should be mobilized to develop comprehensive land management
plans covering agricultural and non-agricultural sectors.

e (Climate smart approach: A climate-smart landscape approach will contribute to climate
objectives, increased agricultural production, improved local livelihoods and the conservation of
biodiversity.

e Integrated landscape management: Integrated landscape management approach will be useful
in this context as it will provide deep insights to assess the potential of land and the scope of
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allocation and reallocation of land for appropriate uses. There is considerable experience on the
ground to follow this approach, but systematic institutional support is hardly available.

Conclusion

The IPCC's 2019 report on 'Climate Change and Land' advises country-level evaluations of land
management practices, focusing on options that reduce land competition, offer co-benefits, and minimize
negative impacts on ecosystems. Indian lawmakers can address these challenges by fostering discussions
and formulating inclusive policies for sustainable land management.

Discuss the significance of sustainable funding in science and technology for India’s
development goals. How does the current R&D expenditure of India compare with that of
developed countries, and what steps can be taken to improve it?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Significance of S&T funding, and steps to improve the funding

Conclusion: Way forward
The 2024 National Science Day theme in India is "Science for Sustainable Development,” reflecting the
nation's commitment to leveraging science and technology for sustainable progress. India aims to achieve
its development goals by 2047 through sustainable means, evident in its adherence to the Paris Agreement
and active participation in global forums promoting sustainability.

Significance of Sustainable S&T Funding for India

e Innovation & Growth: Sustainable funding for science and technology (S&T) is crucial for India's
knowledge-based economy, driving breakthroughs in healthcare, renewable energy, agriculture,
and IT.

e National challenges: Targeted S&T investments address national challenges such as climate
change adaptation, sustainable agriculture, and healthcare accessibility, improving millions of
lives.

o Competitiveness: Consistent funding for S&T strengthens India's global competitiveness,
fostering a skilled workforce, boosting domestic industries, and solidifying its position as a
technological hub.

e Social issues: S&T advancements tackle societal issues like poverty, illiteracy, and disease,
promoting inclusive development through research in public health, education technology, and
social innovation.

India's R&D expenditure compared to developed nations

e Reduced expenditure: India’s funding for science is among the lowest in the world as research
and development (R&D) expenditure has dropped to the current 0.64% of GDP from 0.8% in 2008-
2009 and 0.7% in 2017-2018. Most developed countries spend between 2% and 4% of their
respective GDPs on R&D. The U.S. and the U.K. have consistently spent more than 2% of their GDPs
on R&D for the past decade.

Steps to improve funding

e More private funding: In 2020-2021, the private sector industry contributed 36.4% of the GERD
whereas the Union government’s share was 43.7%. Policies that encourage and reward private
sector investment in R&D are crucial. This includes tax breaks, research grants, and fostering
industry-academia collaborations.

e Prioritization of R&D spending: While advocating for fundamental research, India must
strategically allocate funding to areas offering significant social and economic benefits. This may
encompass clean energy, biotechnology, and artificial intelligence, all in alignment with India's
developmental objectives.
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e (Capacity building: India also needs the bureaucratic capacity to evaluate science projects and,
after allocations, monitor utilization. Building such capacity is a prerequisite for India to become a
science power by 2047.

Conclusion

Initiatives like the Anusandhan National Research Foundation & Increasing Gross Expenditure on R&D
(GERD) to 2% of GDP as listed in the 2013 Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy provide policy
directions for science to transform India into a developed country:.

Critically examine the challenges faced by the United Nations Security Council in
maintaining global peace and security. How does the lack of unity among its members
affect its authority and effectiveness?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight challenges faced by the UN and how lack of unity affects its authority.

Conclusion: Way forward
At the 55th regular session of the Human Rights Council, the Secretary-General of the UN remarked that the
‘lack of unity’ amongst UNSC members had ‘perhaps fatally undermined its authority citing concern about
the future of the UN.

Challenges faced by UNSC

e Veto Power: The veto privilege held by the P5 members—China, France, Russia, the UK, and the
US—disrupts swift action, often prioritizing national interests over collective security.

e Geopolitical Rivalry: Major power disagreements within the UNSC hinder effective responses to
global issues and may lead to misuse of veto power.

e Resource Limitations: Dependency on member state contributions limits the UNSC's ability to
respond adequately to crises.

e Evolving Threats: Emerging challenges like cyberwarfare and climate change require the UNSC to
adapt its approaches to address new security risks effectively.

Impact of Lack of Unity

o Erosion of Legitimacy: Internal divisions within the council diminish public confidence, rendering
it ineffective in tackling global security concerns and casting doubt on the legitimacy of the UN
system as a whole.

e Delayed and Ineffective Response: Internal disagreements hamper the council's capacity to act
promptly and decisively, exacerbating conflicts and exacerbating humanitarian emergencies.

¢ Double Standards and Partiality: The uneven application of veto power and the sway of national
interests may foster perceptions of bias and double standards in the council's decisions, weakening
its credibility and influence.

e Lack of Cooperation on Global Issues: Lack of unity was witnessed during COVID-19 when
borders were shut down, for people, goods, for vaccines, thereby undermining the promise of a
shared global prosperity based on ever-greater cooperation. Wars between Russia- Ukraine &
Israel- Hmas further exposed the hypocrisy of Western Nations & exposed the fault lines between
the developed and developing worlds.

Conclusion

The UNSC grapples with a major challenge in maintaining global peace and security due to member disunity.
Factors such as P5 veto power, geopolitical rivalries, limited resources, and evolving threats contribute to
this issue. This lack of unity undermines the council's authority and effectiveness, leading to delayed action,
legitimacy erosion, and perceived bias. Addressing these hurdles necessitates UNSC reforms and stronger
member commitment to collective security.
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Evaluate the impact of the shrinking divisible pool and the rise in cesses and surcharges
on the fiscal autonomy of states in India. Suggest measures to ensure a more equitable
sharing of financial resources between the Union and the states.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the impact of the shrinking pool of taxes and measures to deal with it.

Conclusion: Way forward
The recent unrest demonstrated by the governments of Kerala and Karnataka, along with the support
garnered from several other state administrations, has shed light on several troubling issues within India's
fiscal federalism practices.

Impact of Shrinking Divisible Pool & Rising Cesses

e Diminished State Revenue: States are less able to pay for their own social welfare initiatives,
development initiatives, and critical services.

¢ Increasing Dependency on Central Government: States' capacity to enact their laws and make
independent decisions may be hampered by their growing reliance on the federal government for
financial support.

o Erosion of Cooperative Federalism: The idea promotes cooperation between the federal
government and the states. States may find it more difficult to effectively contribute to national
development if they have limited resources.

Measures for equitable sharing

e Examining Cesses and Surcharges: To make sure these levies are accomplishing their intended
goals, a regular evaluation of these levies is necessary. The revenue from cesses that are no longer
required should be returned to the divisible pool.

e Increasing share for States: The states' share of the divisible pool could be increased by the
Finance Commission, which makes recommendations regarding the distribution of central tax
revenue to the states. The needs of the states and the federal government could both be taken into
consideration as this was done gradually.

e Performance-Based Incentives: Depending on how well states perform in areas like fiscal
responsibility, social development indicators, and the execution of centrally sponsored programs,
the Centre may grant them more resources. This may promote more effective state resource
management and governance.

¢ Increasing the Strength of Inter-governmental Organisations: Organisations such as the Inter-
State Council can be given more authority to help the federal government and the states
communicate and coordinate more effectively on financial issues. This can assist in settling
conflicts and identifying solutions that both parties can accept.

Conclusion

In summary, the 16th Finance Commission must prioritize fair resource sharing and address concerns
about excessive cesses and surcharges. It should rectify historical imbalances in vertical devolution by
compensating states and ensuring transparency in budget reporting. The Union government should
legislate strict limits on cesses and surcharges. Resolving issues of horizontal devolution is important, but
the Commission's stance on vertical devolution is crucial for the future of fiscal federalism in India.
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Elaborate on the economic rationale behind increased investment in early childhood care
and education (ECCE) in India. Discuss how such investments can contribute to achieving

the demographic dividend.

Introduction: Define ECCE.

Body: Highlight the need for investing in ECCE & how such investments can contribute to achieving

demographic dividend.

Conclusion: Way forward

As per UNESCO, the early childhood phase spans from birth to eight years old, characterized by significant
growth, especially in brain development. Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) surpasses mere
preparation for primary schooling. It strives for the comprehensive fulfillment of a child's social, emotional,
cognitive, and physical requirements, laying the groundwork for lifelong learning and overall well-being

Economic Rationale for Investing in ECCE

e Human Capital Development: ECCE is pivotal in nurturing a child's cognitive, socio-emotional,
and physical abilities, laying the foundation for a skilled and robust workforce. Research confirms
that high-quality ECCE results in improved educational achievements increased earning prospects,
and enhanced health outcomes in later life.

e Poverty Alleviation: In India, many children face socio-economic disadvantages. ECCE offers a
chance to disrupt the cycle of poverty across generations by guaranteeing equitable access to
quality early learning experiences for all. This fosters greater equity and sustainable economic
advancement in the long term.

¢ Increased Productivity and Economic Expansion: Enhanced human capital results in a more
proficient and efficient workforce, fostering sustained economic progress. Investing early in a
child's development yields significant economic dividends, often surpassing initial expenditures.

e Women's Participation in the Labor Force: Accessible and excellent ECCE facilities empower
women to join and stay in the workforce, bolstering household incomes and advancing both
economic growth and gender parity.

Achieving India's Demographic Dividend

e Healthy and Skilled Workforce: ECCE establishes the groundwork for a future workforce that is
both capable and well-nourished by emphasizing early stimulation, health, and nutrition.

o High-quality Education and SKills: The success of later education and training is increased when
a solid foundation is established in early childhood. This guarantees that the youthful populace of
India possesses the competencies necessary for a rapidly evolving, knowledge-based economy.

e Social and Economic Stability: The ECCE can encourage social inclusion through funding. By
lowering inequality, it helps prevent political instability and social unrest, both of which are
detrimental to long-term economic growth and development.

Conclusion

It is not only a social justice issue but also a sound financial decision to invest in early childhood care and
education in India. Over time, ECCE investments can play a significant role in contributing to India's
economic growth and development by promoting human capital development, reducing poverty and
inequality, and optimizing the benefits of demographic changes.
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