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Assess the role of judicial decisions in shaping the legal landscape around the right to
property and wealth redistribution post-independence.

In India, judicial decisions have played a profound and multifaceted role in shaping the legal landscape
around the right to property and wealth redistribution post-independence.

Role of judicial decisions

e Constitutional Interpretation: The Indian Constitution guarantees the right to property as a
fundamental right (prior to its amendment in 1978), while also enshrining principles of social
justice and economic equality. Judicial decisions have interpreted and balanced these conflicting
provisions, especially after significant amendments such as the 44th Amendment Act of 1978,
which redefined the right to property as a legal right rather than a fundamental one.

¢ Land Reforms: Indian courts have played a crucial role in implementing land reforms aimed at
redistributing land to the landless and marginalized sections of society. Landmark cases like the
Kesavananda Bharati case (1973) and the State of West Bengal v. Bela Banerjee (1954) have
shaped the legal framework for land reform legislation and upheld the state's power to acquire
land for public welfare.

e Public Welfare Programs: Judicial decisions have monitored the implementation of public
welfare programs aimed at wealth redistribution, such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and food security schemes. Courts have intervened to
ensure the effective delivery of benefits to intended beneficiaries and prevent leakage and
corruption.

e Corporate Land Acquisition: The judiciary has addressed controversies surrounding land
acquisition for industrial and infrastructure projects, often balancing economic development goals
with the protection of farmers' and landowners' rights. Landmark cases like the Singur Land
Acquisition case (2007) and the Vedanta Mining case (2013) have set precedents for judicial
review of land acquisition processes.

o Forest Rights: Judicial decisions have recognized and upheld the rights of indigenous and forest-
dwelling communities over forest land, as enshrined in the Forest Rights Act, 2006. Courts have
intervened to ensure the effective implementation of this legislation and protect the traditional
rights of forest-dependent communities.

e Urban Land Ceiling Laws: Indian courts have adjudicated disputes related to urban land ceiling
laws, which aim to prevent excessive concentration of urban landownership. Judicial decisions
have interpreted these laws to balance the rights of property owners with the state's interest in
promoting equitable access to urban land.

Conclusion

The judicial decisions suggests the need for balanced policies that foster innovation and growth while
ensuring equitable distribution of benefits. It underscores the importance of framing policies through
informed debate and adherence to constitutional principles of economic justice.

Assess the impact of the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Act, 2014, on the socio-economic status of vendors across urban India.
Introduction: Context of the Act
Body: Positive impact and challenges faced in its implementation
Conclusion: Way forward
The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014, marked a
significant milestone in recognizing and protecting the rights of street vendors in Indian cities.

Positive Impacts
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e Recognition and Legal Protection: The Act recognizes street vending as a legitimate livelihood
and provides legal protection against arbitrary evictions and harassment by authorities.

e Regulation and Order: It aims to regulate street vending, designating specific vending zones,
potentially improving traffic flow and public safety in urban areas.

e Improved Working Conditions: The Act mandates the provision of basic amenities like toilets,
drinking water, and waste disposal facilities in designated vending zones, potentially enhancing
vendors' working conditions.

e Social Security Schemes: The Act encourages the creation of social security schemes for vendors,
including health insurance and pension plans.

Challenges

e Administrative Challenges: Despite the Act's emphasis on protecting vendors from harassment
and eviction, administrative hurdles and a lack of awareness have led to increased instances of
harassment and eviction. Outdated bureaucratic mindsets and limited sensitization about the Act
among authorities and vendors contribute to this challenge. The representation of vendors in
Town Vending Committees (TVCs) is often inadequate, with women vendors being especially
underrepresented.

e Governance Weaknesses: Existing urban governance mechanisms often lack the capacity to
effectively implement the Act. Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) may lack sufficient powers and
capacities, and schemes like the Smart Cities Mission may prioritize infrastructure development
over the inclusion of street vendors in city planning. Integration of the Act with the framework
established by the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act for urban governance remains a challenge.

e Societal Perceptions: The prevailing image of a "world class city" tends to marginalize and
stigmatize street vendors, viewing them as obstacles to urban development rather than legitimate
contributors to the urban economy. This societal perception influences city designs, urban policies,
and public attitudes towards street vending.

Conclusion

The Street Vendors Act needs initial top-down support but must transition to decentralized
implementation. Initiatives like PM SVANidhi show positive steps in this direction. ULBs must be
empowered for effective planning. Adapting to challenges like climate change and e-commerce requires
creative use of welfare provisions. Incorporating street vending into urban policies is crucial for addressing
evolving needs. The Act offers lessons for future policymaking on urban governance and worker rights.

Examine the effectiveness of the existing Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, in
light of the recent social and judicial calls for its amendment. Evaluate the proposed
changes and discuss how they align with the global trends in animal welfare laws.

Introduction: Contextual introduction

Body: Challenges and proposed changes to the Act.

Conclusion: Way forward
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (PCA), 1960, is a landmark legislation in India aimed at
preventing cruelty towards animals and ensuring their welfare. However, in recent years, there have been
growing calls for its amendment due to various reasons such as changing societal attitudes towards

animals, advancements in our understanding of animal welfare, and the need to align with global standards
in this regard.

Several factors contribute to this ineffectiveness
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o Bailable Offences and Weak Fines: Many offences under the Act are bailable and non-cognisable,
leading to lenient treatment of perpetrators. Additionally, the fines prescribed by the Act are
outdated and insignificant, failing to serve as deterrents.

e Discretionary Sentencing: The law grants courts the discretion to choose between imposing
imprisonment or fines, allowing perpetrators to escape severe punishment by opting to pay fines.

e Lack of Rehabilitation Provisions: The Act lacks provisions for rehabilitation or community
service, missing an opportunity to reform offenders and prevent future instances of cruelty.

Proposed changes

o Draft PCA (Amendment) Bill, 2022: It represents a significant improvement over the existing
law by addressing some of these shortcomings. It proposes amendments such as the inclusion of
fundamental freedoms for animals, enhancement of punishments and fines, and addition of new
cognisable offences.

e Recognition of Animal Rights: Amendments may also aim to recognize animals as sentient beings
with inherent rights, rather than mere property. This shift in perspective would reflect a growing
global consensus on the ethical treatment of animals.

Alignment with Global Trends

e Stricter Regulations: Global trends in animal welfare laws indicate a move towards stricter
regulations and enforcement mechanisms to prevent cruelty towards animals. Proposed
amendments to the Act reflect this trend by advocating for harsher penalties and expanded scope
of coverage.

e Focus on Animal Welfare: There is a growing emphasis on animal welfare rather than just
prevention of cruelty in modern legal frameworks. Proposed changes to the Act aim to shift focus
towards ensuring the overall well-being of animals, including their living conditions, healthcare,
and freedom from exploitation.

Conclusion

The PCA Act, while a positive step, requires significant amendments to effectively address contemporary
concerns about animal welfare.

Discuss the challenges posed by climate change to labor productivity in India,
particularly in the agriculture and construction sectors. Evaluate the existing legal
framework governing occupational safety with respect to climate impacts and suggest
measures for its improvement.

Climate change poses significant challenges to labor productivity in India, particularly in sectors heavily
reliant on outdoor work, like agriculture and construction which is highlighted in International Labour
Organization’s (ILO) latest report, ‘Ensuring safety and health at work in a changing climate’, that
calls to ensure the future of labour is climate proofed and to address the constantly evolving work
environment as the planet warms.

Challenges in Agriculture

o Heat Stress: Rising temperatures and heatwaves lead to heat stress, reducing work capacity and
increasing fatigue among agricultural workers.

e Droughts and Water Scarcity: Water scarcity due to erratic rainfall patterns impacts crop yields,
leading to reduced agricultural output and potential job losses.
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Challenges in Construction

o Extreme Weather Events: Heavy rains and storms can disrupt construction schedules, damage
partially built structures, and lead to project delays.

e Resource Scarcity: Climate change can exacerbate water scarcity, impacting the availability of
construction materials like concrete.

Evaluation of Existing Legal Framework

e Focus on Traditional Hazards: The Factories Act, 1948, and Construction Workers Act, 1966,
primarily focus on industrial hazards and lack specific provisions addressing heat stress and
extreme weather events.

e Limited Awareness and Weak Enforcement: Understaffed and under-resourced labor
inspectorates struggle to effectively enforce existing safety regulations. Many workers and
employers lack awareness about climate-related occupational safety risks and appropriate
mitigation measures.

Measures for Improvement

e Heat Stress Guidelines: Develop and enforce heat stress prevention guidelines, including
mandatory rest breaks, hydration provisions, and work hour adjustments during extreme heat.

o Early Warning Systems: Implement robust early warning systems for extreme weather events to
allow workers to take precautionary measures.

e (Climate-Resilient Infrastructure: Invest in climate-resilient infrastructure in workplaces,
including cooling facilities and heat shelters for construction workers.

e Capacity Building: Train labor inspectors and employers on identifying and managing climate-
related occupational hazards.

Conclusion

The connection between labor productivity, human health, and climate change is frequently overlooked,
with most emphasis placed on bolstering economic and infrastructure resilience. However, according to
ILO report, there is a critical need to establish a universally accepted regulatory framework to safeguard
work and workers from the impacts of climate change.

Assess the impact of current Indian policy on Standard Essential Patents (SEPs) on
domestic manufacturers in the telecom sector. What changes are necessary to ensure fair
competition and innovation?

Introduction: What are SEPs?

Body: Impact of current policy on SEPs & changes necessary for fair competition.

Conclusion: Way forward
Standard Essential Patents (SEPs) pertain to patents that cover technologies adopted as "standards”
within an industry. These standards, like CDMA, GSM, and LTE in the telecom sector, are crucial for

ensuring that cellular phones from various manufacturers can work together seamlessly. They

facilitate interoperability among different brands of phones.

Impact of Current Policy

o Potential for Unfair Leverage: While the Indian courts uphold the FRAND (Fair, Reasonable,
and Non-discriminatory) licensing principle for SEPs, there's a lack of clear guidelines on
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determining FRAND rates. This creates uncertainty for domestic manufacturers, who might face
inflated royalty demands from foreign SEP holders.

o Stifling Innovation: High royalty burdens on domestic players can limit their resources for further
research and development (R&D) in the telecom sector. This hinders indigenous innovation and
slows down the growth of a competitive domestic ecosystem.

e Discourages Market Entry: New domestic entrants might be discouraged from entering the
market due to the risk of expensive SEP litigation and potential injunctions. This limits competition
and diversity in the telecom sector.

Changes Needed for Fair Competition and Innovation

e (Clear FRAND Guidelines: The Indian government or relevant authorities should establish
transparent and unambiguous guidelines for determining Fair, Reasonable, and Non-
Discriminatory (FRAND) rates for SEPs. This would create a more stable and equitable licensing
environment for domestic manufacturers.

e Anti-Abuse Provisions: Strengthening anti-abuse provisions within the legal framework is
essential to prevent SEP holders from engaging in unfair practices such as patent stacking,
demanding excessive royalties, or imposing discriminatory licensing terms.

e Dispute Resolution Mechanism: The establishment of a specialized and efficient dispute
resolution mechanism for SEP-related issues would streamline the resolution process and reduce
litigation costs for domestic players.

e Promoting Domestic Innovation: Government initiatives and support programs should
incentivize domestic research and development in the telecom sector. This could involve providing
research grants, fostering collaboration between academia and industry, and encouraging the
development of indigenous technologies that are not dependent on SEPs.

Conclusion

By addressing these areas, India can create a conducive environment for fair competition and innovation
in the telecom sector while ensuring that domestic manufacturers have access to essential technologies on
reasonable terms.

Discuss the implications of international safety standards on Indian spice exports. What
steps should the Indian government take to comply with global safety norms to avoid
trade restrictions?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: Highlight implications of recent safety standards and steps that India should take.

Conclusion: Way forward

In arecent case where Singapore, Hong Kong, and the U.S. have announced an investigation into possible
contamination of spice mixes sold by Indian brands, MDH and Everest citing the presence of ethylene oxide

(EtO), a toxic chemical used as a food stabilizer, beyond permissible limits has significant implications

on spice exports.

Implications

e Trade Restrictions: Indian spice exports are greatly impacted by import bans, rejections, and
reputational harm resulting from noncompliance with international safety standards. This risk is
highlighted by recent events such as the Ethylene Oxide contamination in well-known Indian spice
brands.
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o Loss of Market Share: Rivals with more stringent regulations may obtain an advantage by
drawing customers who are worried about the safety of their food. India may lose its leading
position in the world spice market as a result of this.

o Increased Costs: Indian spice growers and exporters will have to pay more for the
implementation of stronger quality control protocols, better processing techniques, and thorough
testing protocols throughout the supply chain.

Steps for Compliance and Avoiding Trade Restrictions

e Strengthening Regulatory Framework: The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) should implement stricter regulations and enforce them rigorously, including establishing
clear permissible limits for contaminants such as pesticides, heavy metals, and microbes.

e Modernizing Infrastructure: It is imperative to invest in modern processing facilities, storage
infrastructure, and robust testing laboratories throughout the spice production and export chain.

o Traceability and Certification: The implementation of comprehensive traceability systems
across the supply chain will ensure transparency and accountability, enabling swift identification
and resolution of any quality issues. Obtaining internationally recognized certifications like ISO
22000 for Food Safety Management Systems will further bolster trust in Indian spices.

e Farmer Education and Training: Providing education and training to farmers on best practices
in the cultivation, harvesting, and post-harvest handling of spices is essential to minimize
contamination risks at the source.

e Collaboration and Research: Encouraging collaboration between government agencies, research
institutions, and the spice industry can facilitate the development of safer and more sustainable
spice production methods.

Conclusion

Government and regulators need to address this issue seriously or else if China and EU follow the same
concern Indian exports could see a “dramatic downturn”. This could impact exports valued at $2.17-$2.5
billion — about 51.1%- 58.8% of the country’s global spice exports.

Evaluate the role of international health institutions like WHO in handling the crisis of
vaccine side effects during a pandemic. What are the ethical dilemmas faced in such
scenarios?

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question
Body: Highlight role of WHO in handling vaccine side effects & ethical dilemma
Conclusion: Way forward

The recent case where Oxford-AstraZeneca’s COVID vaccine was linked to a rare adverse side effect —
thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS) has once again highlighted the role of WHO in
handling the crisis of vaccine side effects.

Role of International Health Institutions

e Monitoring and Data Gathering: During a pandemic, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and
other organizations are vital in actively monitoring vaccine safety. They compile information on
unfavorable incidents from different nations, examine patterns, and pinpoint possible threats.

¢ Risk Communication and Transparency: They are open and honest about the nature of the side
effects that have been reported, how serious they are, and the ongoing investigation. This supports
the fight against vaccine hesitancy and preserves public trust.
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e Coordination and Advice: They advise national health authorities on how to manage side effects,
including how to treat them and how to report them. This guarantees a uniform methodology
throughout nations.

e Research and Development: To create safer vaccines for use in the future and to better
understand the causes of side effects, international institutions support research in these areas.

Ethical Dilemmas

e Weighing the Potential Benefits vs. Risks: In the event of a pandemic, the risk of infrequent but
severe side effects must be considered in addition to the possible benefit of widespread
vaccination to contain the outbreak. This poses a challenging ethical problem.

o Allocating Resources: Managing side effects and ensuring fair access to vaccines demand a large
amount of resources, which can become scarce during a pandemic, particularly in low- and middle-
income nations.

e Public Trust and Vaccine Hesitancy: The public's fear and reluctance to receive vaccinations can
be stoked by even uncommon side effects, which could impede the overall vaccination campaign
and extend the pandemic. It's critical to strike a balance between openness and averting panic.

¢ Individual vs. Societal Good: The decision to prioritize individual well-being by addressing side
effects might conflict with the greater societal good of achieving herd immunity and protecting
vulnerable populations.

Conclusion

Ultimately, international health organizations are essential to managing vaccine side effects during a
pandemic while walking the ethical tightrope. It is a continuous struggle to strike a balance between
openness, resource distribution, public confidence, and the urgency of controlling the outbreak.

Critically analyze the challenges and implications of low organ donation rates on India’s
healthcare system.
Introduction: Brief context to the question

Body: Highlight the challenges and implications of low organ donation rate on the healthcare system
Conclusion: Way forward

The Union Health Ministry has stated that despite the availability of numerous potential cases, the low rate
of organ donations in India is being caused by inadequate identification and certification of brain death or
brain stem death cases. Less than one donor per million people is still the nation's annual average for
organ donation.

Challenges

e Low Public Awareness: The public is reluctant and mistrustful because they do not fully
comprehend brain death, the idea of organ donation, or its advantages.

e Sociocultural and Religious Beliefs: Cultural customs about the body after death can obstruct
consent, and certain religious beliefs forbid organ donation.

e Restricted Infrastructure: India does not have enough transplant centres, medical professionals
with the necessary training, or resources for the retrieval, preservation, and transportation of
organs.

e Family Consent Laws: Obtaining family consent is frequently necessary for organ donation. This
can be a drawn-out and emotionally taxing process, which may delay or even prevent donation.

o Financial Burden: Even in cases where organs are available, many patients' access is further
limited by the high cost of transplant surgeries and post-operative care.
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Implications

e Increased Mortality Rates: Many patients with organ failure pass away while awaiting
transplants as a result of the acute organ shortage.

¢ Black Market Organ Trade: Illegal organ trade networks are fuelled by the desperate need for
organs, which puts vulnerable people at risk for moral and health issues as well as exploitation.

e Unequal Access to Healthcare: Health disparities are exacerbated by the limited supply of
organs, which makes it more likely for those with money to obtain life-saving transplants.

e Stress on the Healthcare System: Dialysis and other supportive care are among the many
resources that are heavily taxed by the task of managing patients with end-stage organ failure.

Conclusion

All things considered, India's healthcare system suffers greatly from low organ donation rates, which result
in avoidable deaths, unethical behavior, and unequal access to life-saving care. To ensure that everyone has
fair access to organ transplantation, addressing these issues calls for a multifaceted strategy that includes
ethical considerations, legal reforms, infrastructure development, and public education.

Discuss the implications of disparities in electoral expenditures and the absence of
spending caps on political parties in India on the democratic process, and suggest
measures to enhance electoral transparency and fairness.

Introduction: Brief context to the question

Body: Highlight implications of disparities in electoral expenditures and measures to resolve them.

Conclusion: Way forward

The disparities in electoral expenditures and the absence of spending caps on political parties in India have
significant implications for the democratic process.

Implications

¢ Unequal Playing Field: Without spending caps, political parties with greater financial resources
can outspend their competitors, leading to an unequal playing field. During the 2019 general
elections, the BJP and the Congress collectively spent an astronomical sum of over 320 billion.

e Corruption and Influence Peddling: The absence of spending limits creates opportunities for
corruption and influence peddling. Wealthy individuals or corporations may donate large sums of
money to political parties in exchange for favours or access to policymakers, undermining the
integrity of the electoral process and compromising the representation of the people's interests.

e Marginalization of Small Parties and Independent Candidates: Smaller parties and
independent candidates, who may lack the financial resources to compete with major political
parties, are often marginalized in elections.

e Undermining Democratic Values: Excessive spending in elections can erode democratic values
such as equality, fairness, and accountability. When electoral outcomes are influenced by money
rather than the merits of candidates' platforms or the will of the electorate, public trust in the
democratic process diminishes, leading to disillusionment and apathy among voters.

Measures to enhance electoral transparency and fairness

o Introduce Spending Caps: In alignment with global practices, the EC’s ‘Proposed Electoral
Reforms’ reportin 2016, advocated for the introduction of expenditure ceilings for political parties
in India.
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e Public Funding of Elections: Introduce public funding for political parties and candidates to
reduce their reliance on private donations. Public funding can be allocated based on the parties'
electoral performance or other objective criteria, ensuring equitable access to resources.

e Regulating third-party involvement: Various countries like the UK & Australia offer insights
regarding the regulation of third-party involvement. This includes formal registration and
disclosure requirements for third parties, & imposing differentiated limits on targeted spending,
spending in each constituency.

Conclusion

The measures listed are essential for increasing transparency and accountability, curbing the unregulated
flow of money, preventing quid pro quo arrangements, and checking the influx of black money into the
electoral process.

Discuss the need for establishing a Defence University in India, considering the strategic
security environment and the evolution of Professional Military Education (PME)
globally. Evaluate how such an institution could enhance India’s defense preparedness
and strategic culture.

Introduction: Give a brief context to the question

Body: What is the need to establish a Defence University in India?

Conclusion: Way forward

Various nations establish defense universities to promote academic rigour and enhance strategic thinking
in their armed forces. The absence of the long overdue Indian Defence University (IDU) is concerning
especially when neighboring countries like Pakistan and China have established such universities.

Need for a Defence University in India

e Evolving Threats: The contemporary security landscape is characterized by complex challenges
like hybrid warfare, cyber threats, asymmetric conflicts, and rapid technological advancements.

o Jointness and Interoperability: Modern warfare demands seamless cooperation between
different branches of the military and integration with civilian agencies.

e Globalized Security: Understanding the interconnected nature of global security issues and
collaborating with international partners is crucial.

Evolution of PME Globally:

e Holistic Approach: Modern PME emphasizes holistic education beyond battlefield tactics,
encompassing strategic thinking, leadership, diplomacy, technology, and resource management.

e Interdisciplinary Knowledge: Integrating insights from diverse fields like economics, political
science, international relations, and technology is vital for informed decision-making,.

e Continuous Learning: The dynamic security environment necessitates a culture of continuous
learning and adaptation within the armed forces.

Potential Impact on Defense Preparedness

e Unified Military Education: A central university can streamline and standardize military
education across different services, fostering jointness and doctrinal unity.

o Enhanced Strategic Culture: A dedicated institution can cultivate a culture of strategic thinking,
critical analysis, and long-term planning within the armed forces.

e Improved Decision-Making: A well-educated and strategically adept officer corps can make
informed decisions in complex situations, leading to more effective military operations.
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e Technological Integration: A focus on research and development within the university can
accelerate the adoption of new technologies and ensure the armed forces remain technologically
advanced.

e Bridging Civilian-Military Divide: Interaction with civilian students and faculty can foster better
understanding between the military and society, leading to stronger public support for defense
initiatives.

Conclusion

The concept of the IDU is critical, and delays in its establishment have adverse effects on defense
preparedness, strategic culture, and inter-service integration. Urgent action is required to make the IDU
operational, enabling the initiation of joint warfighting capabilities through a forward-thinking military
education curriculum.

Critically assess the implications of the new PhD guidelines introduced by the UGC on the
quality of research in Indian universities. How do these guidelines aim to enhance
research innovation and practical application in academia?

Introduction: Brief contextual introduction

Body: Implications of new policy and impact on research innovation in academia.

Conclusion: Way forward

Recently, the UGC chairperson announced that students with four-year undergraduate degrees can now
appear for the National Eligibility Test (NET), an exam that certifies eligibility for lectureship in colleges
and universities in India, and PhD programs. UGC’s new policy also allows students to pursue a PhD in a
subject of their choice, irrespective of the discipline of their four-year Bachelor’s degree.

Implications

e Increase in PhD enrolment: In India, much like in numerous other nations, the majority of
students opt for undergraduate degrees (78 percent), with a smaller fraction proceeding to
postgraduate studies (11 percent). Enabling direct admission into PhD programs for
undergraduate students taps into this broader talent pool, providing an opportunity for doctoral
research that aligns with the objectives of NEP 2020.

e Align with global practices: The new policy to pursue PhD in a subject irrespective of graduation
subject is a global practice that promotes opportunities to pursue research across multiple
disciplines.

o Simplified process: UGC guidelines specify that a new “admission to PhD only” category has also
been introduced so that universities nationwide do not have to conduct their entrance tests for
PhD admissions; instead, they can use UGC-NET scores.

Potential Benefits for Research Innovation and Practical Application

e Standardization and National Eligibility Test (NET): Replacing individual university entrance
exams with the NET could ensure a minimum level of research aptitude across institutions. This
might lead to a more standardized approach to research methodology and a wider talent pool.

o Focus on Research Training: The emphasis on coursework alongside thesis work could equip
PhD scholars with a stronger foundation in research methods, statistics, and critical thinking. This,
in turn, could lead to more robust research designs and innovative approaches to problem-solving.

o Interdisciplinary Research: Allowing candidates with a bachelor's degree (in any discipline) to
appear for the NET in their chosen PhD field could encourage interdisciplinary research. This could
foster new perspectives and lead to breakthroughs at the intersection of different fields.
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Conclusion

By embracing this shift, India can position itself as a frontrunner in global research and innovation,
nurturing a new wave of young scholars prepared to confront complex challenges. This approach allows
universities to cultivate environments that foster innovation, excellence, and inclusivity.

Evaluate the critical challenges faced by Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
in India. Discuss the measures that can be implemented to ensure timely payments to
MSMEs and how this could boost the Indian economy.

Introduction: Brief context to the question
Body: Highlight challenges, and measures to deal with payment issues of MSMEs.
Conclusion: Way forward

Micro, small, and medium enterprises constitute a vital component of the Indian economy. They not only
contribute substantially to the nation's manufacturing output and exports but also employ a significant
portion of the workforce.

Challenges

Financial Constraints: Access to timely and affordable credit is a major hurdle. Banks often
demand collateral, have complex procedures, and impose high interest rates, making formal loans
out of reach for many MSMEs.

Infrastructure Bottlenecks: Poor infrastructure, including unreliable power supply, inadequate
transportation networks, and inefficient logistics, increases operational costs and hampers
growth.

Compliance Burden: Complex regulations and frequent changes in policies can be overwhelming
for small businesses, diverting resources and hindering growth.

Delayed Payments: Late payments from large companies severely impact MSME cash flow,
hindering their ability to invest, grow, and meet financial obligations.

Measures to ensure timely Payments

Stricter Legislation: Strengthening existing legislation like the Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises Development Act (MSMED Act) to ensure faster dispute resolution and imposing
stricter penalties for delayed payments.

Online Dispute Resolution Platforms: Establishing user-friendly online platforms for MSMEs to
file complaints and seek speedy resolution of payment disputes.

Supply Chain Financing: Encouraging banks and financial institutions to offer innovative
financing solutions like supply chain financing to improve liquidity within the MSME ecosystem.
Digital Payment Infrastructure: Enhancing digital payment infrastructure to facilitate faster and
more transparent transactions between MSMEs and large corporations.

Boosting the Indian Economy

Increased Investment: Improved cash flow will allow MSMEs to invest in expansion, innovation,
and technology adoption, leading to increased productivity and job creation.

Enhanced Competitiveness: Timely payments will strengthen MSMEs, enabling them to compete
effectively in the domestic and international markets, boosting exports and contributing to GDP
growth.

MSME Growth as a Multiplier Effect: A thriving MSME sector will create a ripple effect,
stimulating demand for raw materials, logistics services, and other sectors, leading to overall
economic growth.
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e Financial Inclusion: Timely payments will encourage MSMEs to formalize their businesses and
integrate into the formal financial system, facilitating access to credit and financial products.

Conclusion

The launch of the Samadhaan portal to monitor the outstanding dues to these MSMSEs & provision to
ensure timely payments to MSMEs, reducing the payment cycle to MSMEs from 90-120 days to 45 days in
the Union budget 2023-24 is a welcome step
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