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Evaluate the social and environmental impacts of large-scale solar parks in India. Discuss
with reference to specific examples from Bhadla in Rajasthan and Pavagada in Karnataka.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight social and environmental impacts of large-scale solar parks in India.

Conclusion: Way forward

Large-scale solar parks in India are a powerful tool in the fight against climate change, offering clean energy
and reducing dependence on fossil fuels. However, their social and environmental impacts require careful
consideration.

Social Impacts

e Employment Creation: Both during the building and operation phases, large-scale solar
installations generate job possibilities. Employment benefits local communities, even though many
professions demand specialized skills that may not be easily obtained locally.

e Economic Development: By driving up local expenditure on products and services, the
investment in these areas can boost their local economies.

e Land Acquisition: When land is acquired for solar parks, it may give rise to issues with
neighboring communities, particularly if those populations depend on the property for their
livelihoods or if there are title disputes.

e Community Development: CSR initiatives related to solar installations frequently support local
infrastructure development, healthcare, education, and other welfare programs.

Environmental Impact

e Decreased Carbon Emissions: Because solar energy is clean and renewable, it helps to mitigate
the effects of climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

e Land Use: The extensive land area needed for large-scale solar parks may result in habitat
fragmentation, biodiversity loss, and the displacement of native plants and animals.

e Water Consumption: In desert places like Rajasthan, some solar technologies, such as
concentrated solar power (CSP), can put a burden on local water supplies because they need water
for cooling.

e Degradation of Soil: Poor land management during development and maintenance can cause soil
erosion and degradation, which can have an impact on the health and productivity of agriculture.

Specific Examples

o Bhadla Solar Park: Located in Rajasthan's Thar Desert, Bhadla is one of India's largest solar parks.
While it has created jobs, concerns remain about the impact on grazing land for pastoral
communities and long-term water usage.

e Pavagada Solar Park: Situated in Karnataka, Pavagada is another large-scale solar park. Land
acquisition from local communities and water use in a drought-prone region are significant
challenges here.

Conclusion

By adopting sustainable practices, India can harness the power of solar energy while ensuring a just and
environmentally conscious transition.
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Assess the preparedness of India in dealing with the predicted hotter summers and
longer heat waves in terms of water stress management.
Introduction: Brief context to the question
Body: Highlight various factors which assess the preparedness of India in dealing with water stress.
Conclusion: Way forward

India's preparedness for dealing with predicted hotter summers and longer heat waves in terms of water
stress management is multifaceted, involving policy, governance, and financial considerations.

Water Use Efficiency

o Targets for Water Efficiency: Initiatives like the National Water Mission and AMRUT 2.0 set
targets for increasing water use efficiency and reducing non-revenue water. However, these targets
lack baseline data and water accounting principles, making it challenging to quantify progress
effectively.

o Efficient Water Reuse: There's a need to focus on efficient reuse of water resources, including
urban wastewater, to alleviate water stress. However, this requires robust data on water usage and
clear incentives for investments in treated wastewater reuse.

Current Initiatives

e Water Conservation Programs: Government campaigns promote rainwater harvesting, drip
irrigation, and efficient water use in agriculture and industries.

e Water Infrastructure Development: Projects aim to improve water storage capacity through
dams and reservoirs, and enhance water distribution networks.

e Groundwater Regulation: The government is attempting to regulate groundwater extraction to
prevent overexploitation.

Areas for Improvement

e Strengthening Water Management Institutions: Local Water User Associations need more
power and resources to manage water efficiently and equitably.

e Public Awareness and Behaviour Change: Encouraging water conservation practices at the
household and community level is crucial.

e Improving Water Pricing: Subsidies often distort water usage patterns. Implementing fair water
pricing structures can incentivize conservation.

e C(Climate-resilient Agriculture: Promoting drought-resistant crops and adopting water-saving
agricultural practices can significantly reduce water demand.

Conclusion

India faces significant challenges in managing water stress exacerbated by hotter summers and longer heat
waves. While there's recognition of the importance of integrated water management, existing policies often
lack coherence and fail to address the complex interdependencies between water, food, and energy systems.
Efforts to improve water use efficiency and promote efficient water reuse are hindered by a lack of baseline
data and financial investments. However, initiatives like the Green Credit Programme offer promising
avenues for mobilizing funds for climate adaptation in the water sector. Overall, enhancing preparedness
requires greater coherence in policy, better data-driven decision-making, and increased financial support
for adaptation efforts.
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Discuss the challenges and potential effects of implementing the Clinical Establishment
Act of 2010 in regulating private healthcare costs in India. Evaluate the resistance from
the private sector and state governments towards this act.

Introduction: Brief context to the question
Body: Highlight potential effects and challenges in the implementation of CEA 2010.
Conclusion: Way forward

The Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act of 2010 aims to oversee the operations of all
clinical facilities across India. Mandating registration for all clinical establishments, the Act also outlines
standardized treatment protocols for prevalent diseases and conditions.

Potential Effects:

Transparency in Pricing: The Act mandates displaying service charges, which empowers patients
to compare costs and make informed decisions.

Standardized Treatment: The Act encourages adherence to standard treatment protocols,
potentially reducing unnecessary procedures and associated expenses.

Improved Quality: The Act sets minimum standards for facilities and services, potentially leading
to better patient care and reduced complications requiring additional treatment.

Challenges:

Limited Scope: The Act doesn't directly regulate prices, but rather focuses on standards. Setting
price caps might require further legislation.

Enforcement Issues: Enforcing the Act across a vast country with limited resources can be
difficult.

Data Collection: Creating and maintaining a comprehensive national database of healthcare costs
is a complex task.

Resistance from the Private Sector and State Governments:

Financial Concerns: Private healthcare providers may oppose the Act due to concerns about
increased regulatory compliance costs, which could potentially affect their profitability. Resistance
from the private sector may stem from fears of reduced autonomy and financial implications
associated with meeting regulatory requirements.

State Autonomy: Healthcare is a state subject in India, and state governments have significant
discretion in formulating healthcare policies and regulations. Some states may resist the
implementation of the Act, citing concerns about encroachment on state autonomy and the one-
size-fits-all approach of central regulations.

Lack of Consultation: The Act's formulation and implementation may have lacked adequate
consultation with stakeholders, including private healthcare providers and state governments.
Perceived lack of stakeholder engagement and consultation can lead to resentment and resistance
from affected parties, hindering the smooth implementation of the Act.

Conclusion

While the Clinical Establishments Act (CEA) represents a positive stride in regulating private healthcare
costs, its successful execution hinges on tackling the aforementioned obstacles and engaging in
collaborative efforts with stakeholders.
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Discuss the broader implications of India’s approach to renegotiating its tax treaties on
the global tax landscape. Consider the role of the OECD’s Base Erosion and Profit Shifting
(BEPS) initiative and the global minimum tax proposal in shaping these reforms.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Implications of international tax treaties on global taxation
Conclusion: Way forward

India's approach to renegotiating its tax treaties has significant implications for the global tax landscape,
particularly in the context of ongoing international efforts to address tax avoidance and profit shifting. Base
erosion and profit shifting (BEPS) is the strategy used by numerous multinational corporations to transfer
their profits to jurisdictions with lower or non-existent tax rates, thereby engaging in tax evasion.

Implications

Impact on International Taxation Norms: India's efforts to renegotiate tax treaties reflect a
broader trend toward strengthening international tax norms to prevent tax avoidance and profit
shifting by multinational corporations (MNCs). By renegotiating treaties to incorporate provisions
aligned with BEPS recommendations, India is signaling its commitment to combating tax evasion
and ensuring that MNCs pay their fair share of taxes in the countries where they operate.
Alignment with BEPS Recommendations: The OECD's BEPS initiative aims to address gaps and
mismatches in international tax rules that allow MNCs to artificially shift profits to low-tax
jurisdictions. India's renegotiation of tax treaties to incorporate BEPS recommendations, such as
the introduction of anti-abuse clauses, transfer pricing rules, and measures to prevent treaty abuse,
aligns its tax regime with international best practices and fosters greater transparency in cross-
border transactions.

Impact on Investment and Economic Growth: India's renegotiation of tax treaties may impact
cross-border investment and economic growth by influencing the tax treatment of foreign
investors and MNCs operating in the country. While stricter tax provisions may increase tax
revenues for India and level the playing field for domestic businesses, they could also potentially
deter foreign investment if perceived as overly burdensome or complex.

Interaction with Global Minimum Tax Proposal: The global minimum tax proposal,
spearheaded by the OECD and endorsed by many countries, including India, seeks to establish a
minimum effective tax rate for MNCs to prevent profit shifting to low-tax jurisdictions. India's
renegotiation of tax treaties in line with BEPS recommendations and the global minimum tax
proposal reinforces its commitment to combating tax avoidance and supporting international
efforts to create a more equitable and sustainable tax framework.

Deterrence of Treaty Shopping: Treaty shopping, wherein MNCs exploit tax treaties between
countries to minimize their tax liabilities, has been a significant concern for tax authorities
worldwide. By renegotiating tax treaties to include anti-avoidance measures and limiting treaty
benefits to genuine taxpayers, India seeks to deter treaty shopping and prevent the misuse of tax
treaties for tax avoidance purposes.

Conclusion

Recent amendments to the India- Mauritius treaty show that serious revenue reforms are under
consideration to reform International tax law. Rules like the global minimum tax and subject-to-tax rule
(STTR) show that countries are serious about making changes to the BEPS program.
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Evaluate the impact of the recent policy approved by the Union government to promote
India as a manufacturing hub for electric vehicles (EVs). Discuss the potential benefits
and drawbacks of reducing import duties as a strategy to attract foreign investment in EV
manufacturing. [250 words] [15 Marks]

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Impact of new policy and benefits and drawbacks associated with it.

Conclusion: Way forward

Recently, the Union Government approved a policy to promote India as a manufacturing hub for Electric
Vehicles (EVs) with an investment set at 34,150 crore. The central goal of this policy is to enable
transitioning to localized production in a commercially viable manner and plan as per local market
conditions and demand.

Impact of recent policy

e Attracting Foreign Investment: Established EV manufacturers like Tesla may find India more
alluring as a location if import duties on EV components are lowered. This would provide much-
needed resources and experience.

e Knowledge Transfer: Foreign investment has the potential to result in knowledge transfer, which
enables Indian businesses to grow their own EV capacities and establish a strong local EV
ecosystem.

o Economies of Scale: Increased production volume due to a larger manufacturing base can lead to
economies of scale, driving down production costs and making EVs more affordable for Indian
consumers.

Benefits

¢ Reduced Reliance on 0il Imports: Increased EV adoption will decrease India's dependence on
imported oil, boosting energy security and reducing the trade deficit.

o Environmental Benefits: Widespread EV adoption will lead to cleaner air, especially in urban
areas, positively impacting public health.

e Jobs: A flourishing electric vehicle (EV) sector has the potential to add new jobs at every stage of
the supply chain, from production of batteries and parts to servicing and upkeep.

Drawbacks

e Impact on Domestic Industry: Lower import taxes on completed electric vehicles (EVs) may
make it more difficult for current Indian EV producers to compete on pricing with more established
firms.

e Quality Issues: Ifimport restrictions are too lenient, a flood of inexpensive, subpar EVs may arrive,
eroding consumer faith in the home EV market.

e Focus on Assembly, Not Manufacturing: Instead of establishing full-fledged manufacturing
facilities, reduced taxes may encourage international companies to just assemble electric vehicles
(EVs) in India using imported components. This restricts the possibility of job development and
technological transfer.

Conclusion

The government must ensure that Foreign manufacturers must consider local circumstances, like the
environment, lack of charging infrastructure, range anxiety, and limited number of products in the
affordable range, roads, and usage conditions before availing benefits from the recent EV policy.
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Discuss the role of child care leave policies in enhancing women'’s participation in the
workforce. Evaluate how the recent Supreme Court ruling on child care leave as a
constitutional right could transform employment dynamics in India.

Introduction: Define Child care leave

Body: Role of Child care leave in women's participation in the workforce and impact of SC ruling on
employment.
Conclusion: Way forward

Child care leave policies are pivotal in boosting women's engagement in the workforce by offering vital
assistance in managing both work and caregiving duties. These policies, often permitting employees,
especially mothers, to take time off without jeopardizing their jobs or financial stability, foster work-life
balance.

Role of CCL in enhancing women's participation in the workforce

e Minimized Career Interruption: Child care leave (CCL) enables women to care for infants or
young children without risking their employment, thereby lessening career interruptions and
preserving skill development and professional advancement.

¢ Enhanced Flexibility: CCL schemes offering flexible arrangements such as part-time employment
or gradual return options empower women to balance child care duties with their careers.

o Financial Stability: Paid CCL ensures financial stability during a critical phase, facilitating
smoother re-entry into the workforce post-childbirth.

e Alleviated Stigma: Well-structured CCL policies normalize the concept of taking time off for child-
rearing responsibilities, diminishing societal stigma surrounding employed mothers.

Impact of Supreme Court Ruling on CCL

e Increased Female Workforce Engagement: The mandate for guaranteed CCL removes a
significant obstacle for women contemplating employment, potentially resulting in a notable
uptick in female labour force participation.

e Ensured Equality: Recognizing CCL as a right ensures uniformity and guards against
discriminatory practices targeting mothers in the workplace, fostering a fairer environment for
women.

o Employer Policy Review: The ruling may necessitate companies to reassess their parental leave
frameworks to align with the mandate. This could prompt the implementation of more
comprehensive and equitable leave options for both mothers and fathers.

e Redistribution of Caregiving Duties: The ruling has the potential to instigate a cultural shift
regarding childcare responsibilities, potentially encouraging a more equitable distribution where
fathers also avail themselves of leave options.

Conclusion

To adapt to demographic shifts and promote gender equality, beyond legislation, investments in accessible
child and elder care infrastructure are crucial. Extending gender-neutral child care leave to all employees
is essential for dismantling stereotypes and accommodating evolving family structures.
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Analyze the challenges faced by Indian seafarers in the context of global maritime
security. Discuss the role of international cooperation in addressing these challenges.
Introduction: Contextual introduction
Body: Highlight challenges faced by Indian seafarers and the role of international cooperation.
Conclusion: Way forward

The recent submissions by India to the 111th Session of the International Maritime Organization’s Legal
Committee (IMO LEG) highlight the multifaceted nature of the challenges confronting Indian seafarers.

Challenges

e Piracy Resurgence: Recent attacks off the coast of Somalia signal a resurgence of piracy, posing
significant threats to Indian seafarers and global maritime security.

e Maritime Terrorism: The risk of terrorist attacks targeting ships and seafarers further
exacerbates safety concerns, necessitating proactive measures and international cooperation.

¢ Unlawful Recruitment Practices: Indian seafarers face exploitation due to unlawful recruitment
practices, highlighting the need for coordinated efforts to uphold seafarers' rights under the
Maritime Labour Convention, of 2006.

e Human Rights Violations: Cases of seafarers being held in foreign jails and subjected to illegal
detentions underscore the importance of protecting seafarers' human rights in the maritime
industry.

e Vulnerabilities and Exploitation: Despite representing a significant portion of the global
seafaring population, Indian seafarers often face vulnerabilities and exploitation, necessitating
enhanced protection measures and international cooperation.

Role of International Cooperation

e Combatting Piracy: Collaborative efforts among nations are essential to combat piracy and ensure
the safety of seafarers navigating piracy-prone waters, following international frameworks like
UNCLOS.

e Protecting Human Rights: Initiatives such as the "human rights at sea” initiative underscore the
importance of proactive cooperation among stakeholders to protect seafarers' human rights and
address violations effectively.

e Enhancing Maritime Security: By promoting information sharing, joint patrols, and capacity
building, international cooperation strengthens maritime security efforts and fosters a conducive
environment for sustainable growth in the maritime industry.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the challenges faced by Indian seafarers in the context of global maritime security underscore
the critical importance of international cooperation. Addressing piracy resurgence, combating maritime
terrorism, tackling unlawful recruitment practices, and protecting seafarers' human rights require
concerted efforts and collaborative initiatives on a global scale. By advocating for improved contractual
conditions, combatting piracy, and promoting human rights at sea, India emphasizes the need for collective
action to safeguard seafarers and secure the maritime domain for uninterrupted navigation and sustainable
growth.
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Evaluate the effectiveness of the Swachh Bharat Mission in achieving its goals of
sanitation and waste management across urban and rural India. Discuss the challenges
faced in its implementation.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight achievements and challenges faced in the implementation of SBM.
Conclusion: Way forward

The Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) has been a significant initiative in India, aiming for a clean and open
defecation-free (ODF) India.

Achievements

Rural Sanitation Coverage: The Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) has achieved remarkable success
in rural areas, with reported toilet access skyrocketing from under 40% in 2014 to nearly 100% in
2020. This monumental effort has resulted in the construction of millions of toilets, effectively
reducing open defecation rates.

Improved Health Outcomes: Studies have indicated a positive correlation between the SBM and
improved public health outcomes. Reduced incidences of diarrhea, malaria, and child mortality
underscore the significant impact of the mission on community well-being.

Behavioral Change: The SBM has successfully initiated a cultural shift towards cleanliness
through extensive public awareness campaigns. These efforts have fostered a heightened sense of
hygiene consciousness within many communities.

Challenges

Sustainability of Toilets: Despite the massive infrastructure development, concerns have arisen
regarding the quality and maintenance of constructed toilets. Without adequate upkeep, there's a
risk that these facilities may deteriorate and become unusable over time.

Urban Sanitation: While progress in rural areas is notable, urban sanitation efforts have faced
challenges, particularly in slums and peri-urban areas where access to adequate public toilet
facilities remains limited.

Waste Management: The SBM primarily focused on toilet construction, overshadowing the need
for proper waste disposal infrastructure, especially in rural areas. As a result, effective waste
management practices remain lacking in many regions.

Social Issues: Deep-rooted social stigmas and cultural practices continue to perpetuate open
defecation in certain pockets, hindering efforts towards behavioral change. Overcoming these
barriers requires sustained and targeted interventions.

Financial Sustainability: The long-term maintenance of sanitation infrastructure necessitates
consistent funding. Ensuring proper budgetary allocation and financial sustainability is imperative
for the continued success of sanitation initiatives under the SBM.

Conclusion

The Swachh Bharat Mission has undoubtedly made significant strides towards a cleaner India. However,
addressing the challenges and focusing on waste management, urban sanitation, and toilet maintenance is
crucial for long-term success.
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Evaluate the implications of candidates being elected unopposed within the democratic
process in India. Discuss how this phenomenon might affect the principles of
representative democracy and suggest measures to ensure more competitive electoral
contests.

Introduction: Brief context to the question

Body: Implications of candidates winning unopposed and effect on democracy and mesures to improve

competitiveness in electoral contests.

Conclusion: Way forward
The recent case of candidtes bing elected unopposed in Surat and Arunachal Pradesh within democratic
process calls for debate where an election is made to seem ‘free and fair’ despite people not having cast a
single vote.

Implications

e Lack of Choice and Accountability: Uncontested elections diminish the fundamental principle of
democracy by depriving voters of meaningful choices. Elected representatives may feel less
accountable without electoral competition.

e NOTA Option and Voter Empowerment: The absence of the "None of the Above" (NOTA) option
in uncontested elections raises questions about voter empowerment and the effectiveness of
electoral reforms.

Affect on Principles of Representative Democracy

e Concentration of Power: When candidates are elected unopposed, it can contribute to the
concentration of power in the hands of a few individuals or parties.

e Decreased Participation and Voter Apathy: Uncontested elections can lead to voter apathy and
decreased participation, as voters may feel disengaged from the democratic process when they
perceive that their vote won't make a difference.

Measures to Ensure Competitive Electoral Contests

o Electoral reforms: Measures such as electoral reforms, strengthening political parties, and
promoting voter education can address this issue by encouraging a wider range of candidates and
enhancing accountability.

o Legislative Reforms: Measures such as amending electoral laws & R Representation of the People
Act (RPA) to introduce a minimum percentage of votes for winning candidates or transferring
uncontested seats to the nominated category can be considered to promote competitive electoral
contests.

e Strengtheing NOTA: There is need to review and revise role of NOTA in the electoral process and
considering reforms to strengthen its significance.

e Campaign Finance: Reforming campaign finance is crucial to creating a fairer electoral landscape
by addressing disparities in funding among candidates and parties. These measures promote
equitable competition and curb the disproportionate influence of financial resources on political
outcomes.

Conclusion

By implementing these measures, India can strengthen its democratic institutions, foster political
competition, and ensure that the principles of representative democracy are upheld for the benefit of its
citizens.
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Critically assess the potential of the Green Credit Programme as a tool for environmental
conservation in India. Analyze its possible impacts on forest conservation efforts and
discuss the challenges associated with implementing such market-based incentive
mechanisms.

Introduction: Contextual introduction

Body: Highlight benefits, challenges & impact of GCP on forest conservation.

Conclusion: Way forward
The Green Credit Programme (GCP), unveiled by the Environment Ministry in October 2023, is a market-
driven initiative allowing individuals and businesses to obtain incentives, known as 'green credits, for their

efforts in supporting environmental and ecological restoration.
Potential Benefits for Forest Conservation

o Incentivizes Afforestation: The GCP prioritizes voluntary tree plantation on degraded lands. This
could create new forests, improve biodiversity, and combat soil erosion.

e Increased Resources: By allowing trading of green credits, the program could generate revenue
for forest departments, potentially leading to more resources for conservation efforts.

e Awareness & Participation: The program can raise public awareness about environmental issues
and encourage individuals and organizations to participate in conservation activities.

Possible Impacts on Forest Conservation

o Focus Beyond Carbon: Diverging from carbon-centric approaches, green credits encompass a
wider array of environmental benefits, potentially catalyzing more holistic conservation strategies.

o Improved Management: Emphasizing responsible plantation management, the program has the
potential to foster healthier and more sustainable forests.

e Community Involvement: Through the GCP, there's an opportunity to stimulate local community
engagement in forest conservation efforts, nurturing a sense of ownership and stewardship.

Challenges of Market-Based Mechanisms

e Monitoring & Verification: Reliable monitoring and verification methods are necessary to
guarantee the success of environmental projects and the legitimacy of green certificates.

e Equity Issues: Big businesses might be able to obtain green credits more easily than smaller
organisations, which could put them at a disadvantage compared to local communities.

e Additionality: The programme needs to make sure that, rather than just for scheduled activities,
green credits are only given out for projects that result in additional environmental advantages.

o Leakage: Benefits to the environment in one place could be offset by increasing harm to the
environment in another (growing trees, for example, could result in less water being available in
other regions).

Conclusion

India's Green Credit Programme may prove to be a useful instrument for protecting its forests. Its success,
though, depends on overcoming the aforementioned difficulties. Transparent governance, strong
monitoring systems, and protections to guarantee fair participation and real environmental benefits are
necessary for effective implementation.
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Examine the impact of freedom of speech in academic environments in light of recent
crackdowns on university campuses regarding political issues such as the Israel-Palestine
conflict. Discuss with reference to the situation in American universities.

Introduction: Brief contextual introduction

Body: Impact of crackdown on freedom of speech in Universities.

Conclusion: Way forward

The centrality of freedom of speech in academia cannot be overstated, as it cultivates an environment where
the exchange of ideas thrives, propelling intellectual advancement. Yet, the recent clampdowns on discourse
regarding the Israel-Palestine conflict in American university settings prompt inquiries into the limits of
this freedom.

Impact of Freedom of Speech in Academic Environments in Light of Recent Crackdown

e (risis of Liberal Democracy: The protests signify a crisis in liberal democracy as it reflect a sense
of political disenchantment among young people, driven by perceived inaction or indifference from
the American political system towards the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

e Extreme polarization: The protests exacerbate the deep polarization within the United States,
with reactions and political maneuvering further dividing society.

e Integrity of University: The university system is in crisis of its own, turning into a political hotbed.
The institution's neutrality and integrity are in danger due to rising politicisation and scrutiny.

e Impartiality and lack of trust: Under pressure from powerful funders and outside political forces,
university administrations run the risk of compromising fundamental standards and values like
academic freedom and impartiality. Additionally, confidence in the administration's commitment
to justice is damaged by the selective implementation of protest regulations.

e (risis for the Protests: The demonstrations face obstacles that could lessen their influence and
moral clarity. Although students have mostly behaved peacefully, the administration's harsh
measures and polarising language serve to reinforce a story of struggle between many factions
instead of a moral opposition to the war. Furthermore, by making university administrations and
policies the focus of protest, attention is diverted from the Gaza War, which is the primary reason,
and wider political concerns take precedence over humanitarian ones.

Conclusion

The Israel-Palestine conflict highlights the complexities of balancing free speech with inclusivity in
academic environments. Universities need to develop nuanced approaches that encourage open discourse
while ensuring a safe and respectful learning environment for all.

Evaluate the impact of the Supreme Court'’s exercise of curative jurisdiction on the
perception of judicial finality and stability. How does this practice affect the legal and
business environment in India?

Introduction: What is curative jurisdiction?

Body: Impact of SC exercise on legal and business environment.

Conclusion: Way forward

The Supreme Court of India's curative jurisdiction, the power to revisit its own final judgments, presents a
complex issue. While intended to address grave injustices, it can undermine the concept of judicial finality,
impacting the legal and business environment. The recent case of_Delhi Metro Rail Corporation Ltd.
(“DMRC”) vs Delhi Airport Metro Express Pvt Ltd (“DAMEPL”) demonstrates that curative jurisdiction
raises concern about SC power.

Impact on Judicial Finality and Stability
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¢ Erosion of Finality: Reopening final judgements creates uncertainty and weakens the concept of
finality, a cornerstone of a robust legal system.

e Litigation Delays: The possibility of curative petitions can lead to prolonged litigation, hindering
business activities that rely on swift legal resolution.

¢ Unpredictability: Businesses require a predictable legal environment to make informed decisions.
Curative jurisdiction can introduce uncertainty into judicial outcomes.

e Strained Judicial Resources: Curative petitions add to the already overburdened Supreme Court,
delaying other cases.

Effects on the Legal and Business Environment

e Legal Environment: The process of filing and adjudicating curative petitions adds complexity to
legal proceedings, potentially delaying the resolution of disputes and increasing litigation costs.
Moreover, the subjective nature of curative jurisdiction raises concerns about consistency and
predictability in judicial decision-making, which can impact legal certainty.

e Business Environment: In the business context, the uncertainty introduced by curative
jurisdiction can have implications for investment decisions and commercial transactions.
Businesses rely on the stability and predictability of legal frameworks to assess risks and make
informed choices. The possibility of revisiting final judgments through curative petitions
introduces a level of unpredictability that may deter investment and undermine confidence in the
Indian legal system. Furthermore, prolonged legal disputes resulting from curative petitions can
disrupt business operations, leading to financial losses and reputational damage.

Conclusion

Curative jurisdiction presents a dilemma for the Indian judicial system. While it serves the purpose of
correcting grave injustices, it can come at the cost of judicial finality and stability, impacting the legal and
business environment. Finding a balance through stricter criteria, time limits, and promoting alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms is crucial for a robust and predictable legal system that fosters business
activity.

Discuss the implications of integrating agricultural policy with environmental
conservation efforts as reflected in recent international agreements like COP 28.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight implications of integrating agricultural policy with environmental conservation
Conclusion: Way forward

Recent international agreements, like COP 28 held in Dubai, are increasingly recognizing the need to
integrate agricultural policy with environmental conservation efforts. For the first time, the agreement
incorporated agriculture, yet India abstained from signing it, unlike many G20 nations such as the US and
China. India's decision stemmed from concerns that the agreement would necessitate substantial
alterations in agricultural policies and farming techniques.

Positive Implications

e Sustainable Food Systems: We can develop more sustainable food systems by fusing yield-
boosting agricultural techniques with preservation measures for biodiversity, water resources, and
soil health. This minimizes the impact on the environment while ensuring long-term food security.

e Lower Emissions: Reducing tillage and using cover crops are two conservation techniques that
can greatly lower greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture. To mitigate climate change, this is
essential.
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o Increased Resilience: Using sustainable farming methods can increase a farm's resistance to
natural disasters like floods and droughts. Farmers' livelihoods and agricultural productivity are
both safeguarded by this.

o Benefits to Biodiversity: Agricultural policies that prioritize conservation can encourage
methods that establish habitats for pollinators and other helpful insects. This promotes
biodiversity, which is necessary for ecosystems to be healthy.

Challenges

e Balancing Interests: It can be challenging to find a balance between protecting the environment
and increasing agricultural productivity. If farmers believe new procedures would lower yields or
profitability, they may be reluctant to use them.

o Financial Support: Making the switch to more environmentally friendly practices frequently
necessitates an initial investment in new infrastructure or technologies. Programs and incentives
for financial support are essential to promoting farmer engagement.

e Knowledge Sharing: For successful integration, farmers must be informed about the advantages
of conservation-oriented practices and given the tools they need to succeed.

e Monitoring and Enforcement: To make sure that laws are obeyed and environmental objectives
are fulfilled, there must be strong monitoring and enforcement systems in place.

Conclusion

COP 28 and comparable agreements possess the potential to be instrumental in catalyzing a worldwide
transition towards amalgamated agricultural and environmental policies. By tackling challenges and
fostering a conducive atmosphere, these agreements can advocate for a future in which food production
harmonizes with environmental well-being.

Analyze the challenges and prospects of a global treaty on plastic pollution as discussed
in international forums. What mechanisms could enhance its effectiveness?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the challenges and prospects of the treaty on plastic pollution.
Conclusion: Way forward

Recently, representatives from 175 nations began talks in Canada regarding the very first global treaty to
curb plastics pollution. Plastic production increased from just 2 million tonnes in 1950 to more than 450
million tonnes in 2019. If left unchecked, the production is slated to double by 2050, and triple by 2060.

Challenges

e National Interests: It might be difficult to strike a balance between environmental preservation
and economic interests. A strong plastics industry may make a country resistant to laws that could
hurt its economy.

o Different Priorities: The priorities of developed and developing countries are frequently
different. While underdeveloped countries might give priority to waste management facilities,
developed ones might advocate for more stringent production rules.

e Mechanisms for Enforcement: It is essential to have strong enforcement procedures to guarantee
that nations abide by the pact. International collaboration is necessary for this, as are possible
penalties for noncompliance.

Prospects

e Standardized Regulations: Production, usage, and disposal of plastics might all be governed by
uniform rules established by an international convention. This would simplify compliance and level
the playing field for businesses.
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e Public Awareness: A worldwide agreement may promote responsible plastic usage and increase
public awareness of the plastic pollution challenge.

¢ Financial Support: The deal may open the door to greater international funding for developing
nations to upgrade their waste management infrastructure and make the switch to more
environmentally friendly practices.

Mechanisms for Effectiveness

e Ambitious but Achievable Goals: Setting ambitious yet achievable goals with clear timelines is
crucial. The treaty should be regularly reviewed and updated to reflect advancements in
technology and scientific understanding.

o Differentiated Responsibilities: The treaty should acknowledge the different circumstances of
countries and assign responsibilities accordingly. Developed nations might contribute more
financially and technologically.

o Stakeholder Involvement: Meaningful participation from governments, businesses, NGOs, and
civil society is essential for effective implementation and ongoing support.

e Transparency and Monitoring: Robust monitoring mechanisms and transparent reporting
systems are needed to track progress and identify areas where additional support is required.

e Public-Private Partnerships: Collaboration between governments and the private sector is
crucial for developing and deploying innovative solutions for plastic pollution.

Conclusion

A new global treaty can usher in a new era of responsible plastic production, consumption, and disposal,
safeguarding our environment for future generations.

Discuss the environmental and legal challenges posed by the poultry industry in India,
emphasizing the need for stringent regulatory oversight.

Introduction: Context to the question

Body: Highlight environmental, legal concerns of poultry industry.

Conclusion: Way forward

India's poultry industry is a booming sector, but its rapid growth comes with a hefty environmental and
legal price tag with the recent HSN1 outbreak.

Environmental Concerns

e Waste Management: Extensive chicken raising generates a lot of manure, which is frequently
mishandled when it comes to storage and disposal. As a result, ammonia emissions and nitrate
leaching pollute the air and water, respectively.

e Antibiotic Resistance: An enormous risk to public health is posed by the abuse of antibiotics in
chicken farming, which is done in an attempt to contain disease outbreaks.

e Biodiversity Loss: Habitat degradation and deforestation brought on by large chicken farms can
have an adverse effect on regional ecosystems.

Legal Issues

e Animal Welfare: There are concerns regarding the use of growth hormones in chicken farming,
crowded living circumstances, and beak clipping, all of which may constitute violations of animal
welfare laws. Moreover, the intensive confinement of animals in overcrowded and unsanitary
conditions violates animal welfare laws, including the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act.

e Biosecurity: Inadequate biosecurity protocols may allow diseases such as avian influenza to
proliferate, affecting not only the populations of wild birds but also poultry farms.
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e Labour Violations: The chicken business frequently uses migrant labour, and there have been
complaints about unfavourable working conditions, low pay, and a lack of safety precautions.

Need for Stringent Regulations

¢ Animal Welfare Standards: The 269th Law Commission of India Report in 2017 emphasized that
improving living conditions to be more open, cleaner, and ventilated could reduce the need for
continuous antibiotic use in animals, thus enhancing the safety of their eggs and meat for
consumption.

e Environmental Regulations: It is imperative that the current environmental regulations
pertaining to antibiotic usage and waste management be strictly enforced. It is essential to invest
in sustainable manure management techniques and greener technologies.

e Labour Laws: It is possible to safeguard workers' rights and guarantee fair treatment by
strengthening the implementation of current labour regulations and closely observing working
conditions in chicken farms.

Conclusion

India's poultry industry is crucial for food security, yet its current methods are not sustainable. It requires
strict regulations that prioritize environmental protection, animal welfare, biosecurity, and fair labour
practices. By embracing a more responsible approach like One Health principle, the industry can secure
its future while reducing its adverse effects on the environment and society.

Discuss the potential benefits and challenges of implementing Standard Treatment
Guidelines (STGs) in the Indian healthcare system as suggested by recent judicial
interventions.

Introduction: Contextual introduction

Body: Benefits and challenges of STGs.

Conclusion: Way forward

During a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) hearing this year, the Supreme Court of India instructed the central
government to explore methods for controlling the charges of medical procedures in private hospitals.
Standard treatment guidelines, or STGs, can help establish relevant clinical needs, the nature and extent of
care, and the costs of total inputs required.

Potential Benefits of STGs

o Better Patient Outcomes: Evidence-based medicine-based STGs have the potential to improve
patient outcomes by promoting standardised, efficient treatment techniques.

e Decreased Medical Errors: By minimising variability in treatment methods, standardised
protocols can lower the chance of medical errors and increase patient safety.

o Cost-Effectiveness: STGs have the potential to lower healthcare expenditures for patients and the
system by promoting the use of economical treatment alternatives.

e Accountability and Transparency: Standardised procedures can make decision-making more
transparent and hold healthcare professionals responsible for following recommended practices.

Challenges of Implementing STGs

e Limited Resources: Implementing STGs effectively requires well-trained healthcare professionals
and adequate infrastructure, resources that might be limited in some parts of India.

o Flexibility for Specific Cases: STGs must be adaptable enough to take into account the needs of
each unique patient as well as differences in the way diseases present. Personalised medicine may
be hampered by strict adherence.

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[N




Mains Marathon Compilation April (Fourth Week) 2024

e Over-Standardization: Over-standardization may hinder innovation and make it more difficult for
medical personnel to modify their care in response to unique situations.

e Accessibility and Awareness: For effective implementation, STGs must be widely disseminated
and healthcare practitioners at all levels must have access to and knowledge of them.

Conclusion

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana and the Department of Health Research have made strides in

developing STGs and a comprehensive costing framework. Efforts are ongoing to create an Indian version
of Diagnostics-Related Groups (DRGs). Recent judicial interventions presents an opportunity to devise
feasible rate standardization policies following established practices. Future efforts should build on past
reforms and ensure broader stakeholder engagement.
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