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| concerns to his father, he gets surprised by his reply. Akhilesh'’s father tells him that dowry is ﬂso-
[cial norm/and as a member of the society they are duty bownd to accept the demands of the

Section-B

Ws a young 22-year-old man living in Utsav Nagar, who is preparing for the prestig-
iefis Civil Service Examinations, conducted by UPSC. Akhilesh is the younger of the two siblings in
the home. The elder sister of Akhilesh, Sarita, is an economic graduate and works'as,a teacher.
Akhilesh and Sarita are from a family o Their father is a_retiredfovernment em-

ployee and mother is a house wife. Sarita and Akhilesh contribute to the househo!d inconl?liy giv-
ind tuitionsyo the children. Recently, Sarita's marriage has been finalized by her parents. Everyonc

in the family is happy about the prospects of Sarita’s marriage. Howeyer, the grooui s famil, has
[EXpressed/their wish)for a car and furniturc as gifts for the groom. Sarita's father agreeglto hcirJ
demands happily as he did not want to break the prospective alliance. [t was also the of
Sarita's father to wed her daughter in a grand manner. Duringa dinner conversation at home, he
tells his family members that he has deciﬂ order toarrange for
the wedding. Akhilesh and Sarita are well aware that the family has limitcd means, and a lavish
wedding, in addition to the gifts, may further aggravate the already strained finangial condition of
the family.

Akhilesh, in the course of his preparation, has studied about the'menace of dowry in the society.
He knows that making a demand for dowry, in any form isillegal and aléunishable offence) After
consulting his sister, Akhilesh decides to talk to his father. However, When Akhilesh presents his

groom’s family. He also tells Akhilesh that marriage eeremony is a matter of social prestige for the
whole family. A lavish wedding will not only appease the groom’s family but also increase the social
status of their own family. Further, his father tells him that it is out of his@wn love and volition)that
he’fas—;greed to the gifts. He also explained to Akhilesh that the car, furniture etc., will be used by
Sarita at her in-law’s place. &
Akhilesh could not argue with his father, even though he was not in agreement with his father's
view. He and Sarita believe that giving/accepting dowry would lead to propagation of m
They also are of the view that.a profligate wedding, without due concern for family’s finances, is
illogical. L ¢
a) What arg'the various ethical issues involved in the above case study?
b) You are a close fiiend of Akhilesh. Whatwill you give, in this situation, to Akhilesh in or-
der to convinee his father to abstain from giving dowry and organising a lavish wedding?

4 i (20 marks, 250 words)
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:’ly‘lavccn and _Vinod, "ﬂl‘_.lﬂr undergraduate students at ABC college of engineering, are

bse friends, ﬁwwn; has been a meritorious student and got appointed as the sec cretary of the
training and placement cell, which has the mandate to oversee the campus placements of the stu-
dents Vinod)on the other hand, spent more time on leisure activities and paid less attentigh to his
acadcﬁne:fc formance. HowwcF‘UﬁTﬁEﬁﬂWnod began to reflect ondis grades.
His poor performance in the majority of subjects meant that he had to complete §ome courses,
aﬂam.m order to graduate in time. As Vinod struggled to complete his extra coursés, homad
any v time left for anything else. The immense fatigue was also evident from his deterioratin 1, physi-
cal and psychological health. Wil ek
Around this time the campus placement in the ABC college had started: While all other students
were preparing for the recruitment tests, Vinod had barely any time for the same.Vinod's parents,
who had taken loan for Vinod's education, are expecting Vinod to get a good job. The @ pf. wast-
ing his college years and letting down his poor parents was bécomin# unbearablefor-=ifiod, as a
result of which he had a ne_rwc.akd.om Naveen, who in his capac:tv as secretary of training
and placement cell, was busy organising the recruitment drive, was aware that the chances of
Vinod getting recruited were very slim. He also knew thaz Vinod, was‘repentin#in true sensy_ and
working very hard to complete his courses, despite his deterigrating emotional heaith. Naveen was
afraid that if Vinod did not get a job, he may take som

Naveen has in his possession the question paper for the reeruitmentfest to be held next week.
Vinod had in the past requested Naveen to help him in any way possible to get a decent job. While
Naveen knows that sharing the questions with Vinod may help him get through the exam, it would
be ethically incorrect. Now, Naveen is in a dilemmaover the eonrse of action he should take.

a) What are th&gthical dilemma3 before Nayeen in this case?

b) Identify and evaluate the various ¢Ourses of action® available before Naveen. If you were in

Naveen's shoes, which course of action would you choose an 20 marks, 250 words
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((iylok works in a multinational company in USA. He was visiting his family in India on a vaca-

+sfr. While ,.Caw)amr at home in India, Alok noticed a particular news item. As per the
news article, a_family of seven, travelling in an SUV, had died i The vehicle lost con-
trol and rammed into a roadside boulder. The police report said that none of the passengers had
their £eat beltd on. It was also highlighted that the fatal injuries could have been avoided by the use
of seat belts. A few days later, Alok and his family members who lived in Delhi, décided to travel to
the hills of Himachal Pradesh, by road. While driving across Delhi, all the family m¢mbers had their
seat belts on, Alok mentally felt satisfied about the good sensg of road safcif in iis family members.
However, awwiﬂmmi. all the family mémbe; £ removed heibseat
belts almost immediately. Alok found this a little unusual. When he‘enquired about the same, his
father told him that wearing a seat belt was necessary in Delhi and non=compliance attracte ‘penal)
action. However, Alok exhorted all his family members to put B their scat belts for their owfl safe-
ty. He also told his family members that in USA people wore seat belts not't o.escape legal action,
but to ensure their own safety as they understood the imiportance of seatbeli§ in reducing and miti-
gating the impacts of accidents. At this, his famﬂm:mhnts.mad&ﬁm.nf him and also chided him
for having become an “angrez”. .
After some time, their vehicle passed by a deep gorge. There they all witaessed a road accident,
where a passenger vehicle had lost control and fell into the gorge. Alok iminediately remembered
the news report he read a few days back. Concerned about the sa{etyof his family members, he
again requested them to put on their seat belrs This time, all the family members got irritated and
belittled Alok for being so scared. Alok couldsée that his family members had a very pegative atti-
tude with regard to wearing safety belts.
Daite the effective role of seat belts ifisaving human lives, their usage by people in India remains
abysmally low. As per a WHO report/wearing a seat belt can reduce the risk of being killed or in-
jured in an accident by 25% and 7.5_‘}_§_respectively. A study conducted by Maruti Suzuki revealed

at approximately 75% of passénger vehicle users in India do not wear seat belts leading to an av-

erage 15 deaths every day.
a) Why is there in people with regard to wearing seat belts?
b) What measures canbe taken to bging positive changes with regard to this attitude?
g (20 marks, 250 words)
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kash and

ouple living in Gurgaon, Haryana. Both Pra

Q.10))Prakash and Meena were a married coupl ;
e orking in XYZ retail and ABC enterprises respectively. The two

na were corporate executives, w

cssional life. However, as both worked in different companies and

often had diff@@) timings, thcigpérsonal Iii?cil'é)vcre getting affected. Due to thejr busy
schedules and official commitments, they were unable to find sufficient time for each other. 'lﬁ!ngs
came to such a pass that the two could not spend their last anniversary together. While prakash

was working on an important project, Meena was busy with the launch of a new. procict. 'Dﬁugh
the two understood the importance of professional commitmepts, the Wty time, with
cach-other was increasingly becoming a cause for concern and frustration.,

One day Prakash informed Meena about a va_cirzgy_in his company for thepost of regional manager.
Prakash, who himself was working at the same position, knew that this post wasian, i cal oppois
tunity for Meena professionally. While Meena's work in her compafiy was well appreciated ancdher
prospects for growth were soundwwnmﬂLbMem oppo taity. This would
have enabled the two of them to work in a common office space, with relatively more coherence in
their office timings. Consequently, she applied for the vacancy in prakash's company. As Meena was
reasonably qualitied for the job and had good experience, she was hired by Prakash’s company. The
two were very happy about the prospects of working together. oA

Besides working from a common office space, Prakash and Mecena were able to go to and return
from work together. The two were, resultantly, very happy about this positive change in their lives.
Meena quickly adjusted to the new office environmentand began herwork in the same department
as that of Prakash. Meena's positive work came into the notiee of her superiors. She was frequently

ence and sincerity. XYZ retail was in the process of preparing a presenta-
r

were leading a rewarding professiona

appreciated for her dilig

tion for a potential While prakash was expecting th

preparation, the branch head of XYZ retail entrusted Meena with this strategiéally important task.
Prakash was visibly{disappointed \ith this, as he had been preparing for this task for a long time.
Meena could also sersc Prakash s dejection. as he not only didn't congratulate Meena but also
pointed out how it should have been fim doing the job,”

Mcena, as was her nature, worked hard on fhe report, and successfully made the presentation to
the client. As the report was made and presented in an efficient manner, XYZ retail gained a big
contract fromthe government. While the entire office was congratulating Meena for her success,
Prakash remained i dilicrent\towards Meena's achievement. Meena was visibly hurt by Prakash's |
behaviour. Meena's success with the government contract earned her a promotion, and she was
made the bead of herdepartment, This further enraged Prakash, as now he Was supposed to report
to Me oreover, Prakash's behaviour at the workplace changed significantly. He started misbe-
having with m,vaer small things. He becamg/@areless\n his work, often leading to mistakes
and érrors. Prakasi's behaviour at office had a spill-over effect on Prakash and Meena's personal
lives. One day he slapped an office peon for entering his cabin without knocking. After an enquiry
about the incident,@eena recommended suspension of Prakasly While the two had continuously
quarrelled over trivial TINgs since her promotion, this time Prakash’s career was at stake leading to
a huge fight. Earlier Prakash and Meena tried to spend time together whenever possible, now the
two despised being together at home and office. While Meena could not comprehend Prakash'’s be-

haviour, Prakash was jealous-of Meena’s success. Meena began to re-evaluate her decision to join

XYZ retail,

aj Tn your opinion, wha Prakash lack? Do you think that Meemaylso lacks some quali-

ties?
b) As a common friend of Meena and Prakash, what’ill you give to the couple?

v__——_‘ e
¢) How can they develop the qualities that could have prévented such a distressing situation?
m— (20 marks, 250 words)
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Q1 G;'a k a first-year student studying political science in a metropolitan city. Jiya belongs to
ddhi, a/villng‘o located in the state of Satya Pradesh. Even though Jiya is very fond of her ancestral

home, she has limited knowledge about the socio-culturgl aspects of the region.

One day, while talking to he, ’fat@ Jiya expresses her desj:q_to/_u"gi her ancestral place. Her fa-
ther readily agrees, and advis%‘l A to inform her Datern;ﬂ/umig Suresh)who livesin Viddhi, about
her travel plans_On the destined day, Jiya arrives at her village to a grand weélcome organised by
her uncle. Later in the day, Suresh informs Jiya that in the evening they wére ali to attend a mar-
riage function in the village. At the function, while having dinner, Jiya noticed that a separate scat-
ing arrangement was being made for some people. Unlike others, these people were waiting for
their meals sitting on the floor, at a substantial distance from thenain dining area. This made Jiya
curious. On enquiringq @ a 15-year-old boy, told Jiya that the members of his eommunities
were not allowed to sit on chairs in any public occasion in the village. Alakh al<o fold Jiya that even
though he did not Tike the idea of sitting down in front of his friends, his motherand father, both
advised him to follow the norm. Jiya asked him as tg‘why different trcatment was meted out to
some people despite belonging to the same place. Alakh infonnedf._ﬁjé that even though they all
belonged to Viddhi, members of his communities lived in separate habitations: had separate wells;
and even worshiped in separate places. He also told her that various prohibitions were put on them
like they were ngot supposed to ri horse as part of their wedding procession, not allowed to
wear turbans, which was a common head gear for others ete. Upon returning from the function,
Jiya talked to her uncle about the matter. Suresh told Jiya thatit is an accepted practice in the re-

gion and it is@wise to question the age-old traditions)
Next day, while going to the market with.her aunt, Jiya passes by the local government school. She

at once recognized Alakh in the schogl uniform. T her sui lie. instead of studying inside with

other students, he, along with some other students, wa g the school corridor. While Jiya
was perplexed, her aunt passed it/off as a foutine affair her that it was not out of ordinary
for the likes of Alakh to do such jobs.

Though Jiya left for her home in a few days, the incidents in Viddhi left an indelible mark on her
psyche. As a political scigcnce student, Jiya realised that such practices and traditions were a bla-
tant violation of an individual's rights. However, what she did not understand was the reasons be-
hind overt@eceptance of such practices by the society.

The things witnessed by Jiya at Viddhi are not isolated incidents, but a part of larger systematic
cyclé of and @arginalisation) Such incidents are commonplace in many parts of the

countryeventoday.

a) Discuss the role of variou§ stakeholders In checking such biases and building an egalitarian or-

%%Vﬂ_qo sucldiscriminatory practices(Gontinudyin the society? (20 marks, 250 words)
Lol s odicle 14,1516 o welf
o0 oide 332 & ludion (onstitidion
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ﬂ I"rmap_}a a data engineer working in ABC Infocom. Pratap is a sincere employee who is

iked cqu—nlly by his superiors, colleagues, and subordinates. One day, during the lunch hour, a few
colleagues were discussing a news item. There was a rally/parade in support of the LGBTQ"A"
comnﬁmi(y which was to be held on the coming Sunday. While the news item was a maiten of.ln-
trigue an@m?ﬁlj‘rnlap was sensitive about the issue. He explained to his colleagies the im-
porta of undels-t?mding the demands of the LGBTQIA+ for equal civil rights as ghjoyed by oth-
crs.@, a colleague of Pratap, believed such tendencies are not in the favour ofthc.ttacwona‘ h
values of the society. Another employee, sushma) said that she has heard sopie experts o vanious

news channel talking about how the demands being raised by the LGBTQIA+ community are
against the laws of nag}re the sales team manager, too agreedWith the majori inon,
Bhanu said that his parents believe that the inclinations of LGBTQIA# people aragmarnfv<rgt§on7/

——

mental illness. Pratap's reasoning in favour of equal rights for all was of no cons-qticace to his €ol-
leagues who seemed to have a rigid attitudinal build up againstthe eommunity as whole.

On the designated day when the rally was to take place, Kamal was watching the éwgmge of the
parade live from his home. To his astonishment, he saw Pratap in the LGBTOIA# rally. Next day at
the office, when Kamal told Pratap that he saw him participatingin the parade, Pratap agreed, and |
told Kamal that he was gay. After this incident Pratap began tg see visible ¢hanges in the behaviour
of not only his colleagues and subordinates but also the management of the office. While earlier all
pestered Pratap to be present for various official and pérsonal eccasions, now he increasingly felt
unwanted. Even his colleagues started taking their lunch separately. Pratap was earlier respected
and revered by all for his sincerity and dedication. But'mew his‘professional qualities were over-
looked and he became an object of amusementforall. He notieed that people started calling him by
different names which he realized were a slur on his persondlity.

Matters came to head when Pratap was overiooked for promotion. Earlier, Pratap’s superiors on
various occasions had told him that his good work has benefitted the organization immensely and
he was due for promotion after the next appraisal. Therefore, this supersession came as a rude and
disappointing shock to Pratap, and he fell into a mire of self-doubt and loathing. The conditions
came to such a pass that, Pratap, Who was eatlicr ajhappy go lucky, caring, and a self-aware person,
started remainingdepressed.

a) What are thefqualitics lacked by the colleagues and superiors of Pratap?

b) What could be the P, behind the negative attitude of office employees towards
LGBTQIA+ community? 72

¢) Asafriend of Pratap, wha('a’évicéwill you give him? (20 marks, 250 words)
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