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Explain the constitutional basis of the right to be free from adverse climate effects.
Discuss potential implications for future climate litigation and policy-making in India.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What is the constitutional basis of the right to be free from adverse climate effects and
implications for climate litigation and policymaking?
Conclusion: Way forward
The Supreme Court of India's recent judgment in M.K. Ranjitsinh and Ors. vs Union of India & Ors. has
recognized a new constitutional right to be free from the adverse effects of climate change

Constitutional Basis

o Right to Life (Article 21): The Supreme Court has interpreted the right to life under Article 21 to
include the right to a healthy environment. This implies a right to be free from environmental
degradation, which includes the negative impacts of climate change.

e Right to Equality (Article 14): Climate change disproportionately affects vulnerable
communities. The Court has argued that unequal distribution of the burden of climate change
violates the right to equality.

Implications for Climate Litigation and Policy-making

e Stronger Legal Basis for Climate Action: This new interpretation provides a stronger legal
foundation for lawsuits against the government for inaction on climate change. Activists and
communities can now challenge policies with a higher chance of success.

¢ Increased Government Accountability: The recognition of this right increases pressure on the
government to take concrete steps to mitigate climate change and adapt to its effects. This could
lead to more stringent environmental regulations and climate-resilient infrastructure projects.

o Focus on Equity: The emphasis on equality in the right to be free from adverse climate effects
necessitates policies that address the needs of vulnerable communities most affected by climate
change.

e Business and Civil Society Engagement: An enabling climate law should encourage active
participation from businesses, civil society, and local communities. Policies should foster public-
private partnerships, support innovative solutions, and leverage the knowledge and capabilities of
diverse stakeholders.

e Judicial Oversight: Courts may play a more active role in overseeing government actions related
to climate change. Judicial directives could compel the government to implement specific
measures, enforce existing laws more rigorously, or develop new policies to meet climate targets.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s recognition of the right to be free from adverse climate effects marks a significant
development in India's constitutional and environmental jurisprudence. To realize this right, India will
need to adopt a holistic approach, incorporating robust legal frameworks, coordinated governance,
inclusive participation, and equitable policies that address both mitigation and adaptation challenges. This
transformative approach is essential for safeguarding the environment and ensuring a sustainable and
resilient future for all citizens.
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Critically examine the implications of moving education from the State list to the
Concurrent list in India. Should education be brought back to the State list? Justify your
answer with examples.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What are the implications of the shift in moving education from the State list to the Concurrent
list?
Conclusion: Way forward

The Constitution of India originally placed education in the State List, which gave state governments
exclusive authority over education. However, the 42nd Amendment of 1976 moved education to the
Concurrent List, allowing both the central and state governments to legislate on educational matters.

Implications of the Shift

e Uniform Standards: Central oversight has promoted uniformity in education standards and
policies nationwide, such as the National Curriculum Framework and the Right to Education Act.

o National Priorities: Central control allows for addressing national priorities like digital literacy,
skill development, and higher education reforms coherently.

e Loss of State Autonomy: States may struggle with centrally imposed policies that do not consider
local needs and contexts, potentially stifling innovation and responsiveness.

e Centralization Issues: Recent controversies like the NEET-UG exam irregularities highlight that
centralization does not necessarily eliminate corruption or mismanagement.

Should Education be Brought Back to the State List?
Arguments for Returning to State List:

e Local Context and Needs: States can develop policies tailored to their unique cultural, linguistic,
and socio-economic contexts. For instance, Kerala's high literacy rates are attributed to state-
specific policies. States can be more accountable for educational outcomes, potentially leading to
better governance and management.

¢ Innovation and Responsiveness: States can experiment and implement innovative educational
models without central constraints, as seen in Tamil Nadu’s ICT integration in schools.

Arguments Against Returning to State List:

e Resource Disparities: Central support is crucial for resource-poor states to ensure equitable
educational opportunities.

e National Cohesion: Uniform standards promote national integration and ensure students across
states receive comparable education. Central policies help align Indian education with
international benchmarks, making students more globally competitive.

Conclusion

While there are compelling reasons both for and against moving education back to the State List, a balanced
approach that leverages the strengths of both central oversight and state-specific adaptation appears to be
the most practical solution. Improving coordination, flexibility, and capacity building can ensure that the
educational needs of India’s diverse population are met efficiently and effectively.
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Discuss the significance of voter secrecy in the context of democratic elections. How can
technology such as the totaliser help enhance voter anonymity? (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What is the significance of voter secrecy in elections and how can technology help enhance voter
anonymity?

Conclusion: Way forward

Voter secrecy is a cornerstone of democratic elections, ensuring that individuals can vote freely without
fear of retribution or undue influence.

Significance of Voter Secrecy in Democratic Elections

e Protection Against Intimidation and Retribution: Voter secrecy prevents powerful individuals
or groups from intimidating voters into choosing a particular candidate. Without secrecy, voters
might fear backlash from those in power if their vote is revealed.

o Freedom of Choice: Secrecy allows voters to make their choices based solely on their preferences,
free from external pressures. This helps maintain the integrity of the electoral process and ensures
that the elected representatives truly reflect the will of the people.

e Prevention of Vote Buying: When votes are secret, it becomes harder for corrupt practices like
vote-buying to take place. Those who might seek to buy votes cannot verify if the voter has upheld
their end of the bargain.

e Strengthening of Democratic Principles: Voter secrecy reinforces the democratic principle that
every individual has an equal voice. It ensures that elections are about policies and ideas rather
than coercion and manipulation.

Role of Technology such as the Totaliser in Enhancing Voter Anonymity

e Masking Booth-Level Voting Patterns: The totaliser aggregates votes from multiple EVMs before
counting, making it impossible to determine how specific areas or booths voted.

e Reducing Post-Election Harassment: By preventing the identification of voting patterns in
specific localities, the totaliser helps mitigate the risk of post-election retribution against
communities or individuals who may have voted against the winning candidate or party.

e Encouraging Free and Fair Voting: When voters are assured that their votes cannot be traced
back to them or their communities, they are more likely to vote according to their true preferences.
This enhances the overall fairness and integrity of the election process.

e Promoting Inclusivity: By ensuring that votes are counted without revealing the geographical or
demographic origins of the votes, the totaliser helps foster a sense of inclusivity. It reassures
minority groups and other vulnerable populations that their votes are valued and protected.

Conclusion

Voter secrecy is essential for upholding democratic principles, and ensuring that elections are free from
coercion, intimidation, and corruption. By masking booth-level voting patterns, the totaliser helps
safeguard voter identities and protect them from potential retribution, thereby fostering a more inclusive
and democratic society.
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Examine the role of the Finance Commission in enhancing financial devolution to local
bodies in India. What challenges have been faced in achieving this goal? (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What is the role of the Finance Commission and the challenges faced in achieving financial
devolution?

Conclusion: Way forward

The 16th Finance Commission (FC) has been established under Article 280 of the Indian Constitution,
primarily focusing on the devolution of the consolidated fund. The Finance Commission plays a crucial role
in strengthening financial devolution, or the transfer of financial resources from the central and state
governments to local bodies (panchayats and urban local bodies) in India.

Role of Finance Commission

¢ Revenue Sharing: The FC recommends the allocation of a share of central taxes to local bodies,
both urban and rural. This helps ensure that local governments have a steady flow of funds to
manage their responsibilities effectively.

e Grants-in-Aid: The FC provides grants-in-aid to augment the resources of local bodies. These
grants are meant to supplement the funds available to local governments for specific purposes,
such as infrastructure development, maintenance of public services, and implementing
developmental programs.

¢ Enhancing Financial Autonomy: The FC suggests measures to improve the financial autonomy
of local bodies, such as enhancing their revenue-generating capacities through better tax
administration, property tax reforms, and user charges for services.

e Incentives for Good Governance: The FC sometimes introduces incentives for local bodies that
show good governance practices, transparency in financial management, and efficient delivery of
public services.

Challenges

e State government resistance: Some state governments might be reluctant to devolve a larger
share of resources, fearing a strain on their finances. This can lead to delays in constituting State
Finance Commissions (SFCs) or implementing their recommendations.

o Limited tax base: Local bodies often struggle with a limited tax base, making it difficult for them
to generate sufficient revenue independently. Property tax collection, for instance, remains low in
India.

e Capacity building: Local bodies may lack the administrative and technical expertise to effectively
utilize devolved funds. This can lead to inefficiencies and delays in project implementation.

¢ Uncertainties with GST: The Goods and Services Tax (GST) has introduced a new dynamic. While
it aims to streamline tax collection, concerns remain about the predictability of compensation for
revenue losses faced by states, which can indirectly impact local bodies.

Conclusion

Overall, the Finance Commission acts as a crucial bridge in strengthening financial devolution to local
bodies. However, overcoming challenges related to state cooperation, local body capacity building, and
navigating the evolving GST framework remains essential for achieving this goal.
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How can the implementation of a Question Bank system improve the fairness and
transparency of public examinations in India?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: How can the Question Bank system improve the fairness and transparency of exams in India?
Conclusion: Way forward

Implementing a Question Bank system can significantly enhance the fairness and transparency of public
examinations in India by addressing several critical issues outlined by the committee under Koppillil
Radhakrishnan and the NEP 2020.

Improve Fairness and Transparency

e Standardization and Uniformity: A Question Bank ensures that all questions are pre-vetted and
standardized, covering the entire syllabus comprehensively.

¢ Reduction of Bias and Errors: Questions in a Question Bank undergo rigorous checks to eliminate
biases and errors, promoting fairness and objectivity in the evaluation process.

o Elimination of Malpractices: Making the Question Bank publicly available at the beginning of the
academic year removes the element of secrecy, significantly reducing the scope for question paper
leaks and other malpractices.

e Promotion of Holistic Learning: The Question Bank system encourages students to understand
and grasp the entire syllabus rather than focusing on selective topics.

e Transparency in Examination Conduct: Publicly available Question Banks ensure transparency
in the examination process.

o Efficiency in Exam Preparation and Conduct: Knowing that questions will be derived from a
well-structured Question Bank, students can prepare more effectively, reducing anxiety associated
with unpredictable question patterns.

e Enhanced Institutional Accountability: Institutions will be incentivized to digitize and
streamline their examination processes, as recommended by the Parliamentary Standing
Committee.

e Curtailment of Cheating: By assigning different sets of questions to different examination centers
or even individual students, the Question Bank system can significantly reduce cheating and
copying.

e Building Trust in the System: The transparency and fairness brought by the Question Bank
system ensure that all stakeholders—students, educators, and institutions—have confidence in
the evaluation process.

e Long-term Institutional Improvement: The NEP 2020’s vision includes evolving independent
cadres like the Indian Education Service and specialized courses in educational management.

Conclusion

The implementation of a Question Bank system addresses several long-standing issues in the conduct of
public examinations, promoting fairness, transparency, and efficiency. It aligns with the NEP 2020’s goals
of transforming learning assessments and ensuring high standards of education across the country. By
curbing malpractices, encouraging holistic learning, and enhancing institutional accountability, the
Question Bank system fosters a trustworthy and robust evaluation framework, essential for the progress
and integrity of India's educational landscape.
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What are the major ethical concerns in the conduct of clinical trials in India, and how can
they be addressed? Discuss the role of ethics committees in ensuring ethical practices in
medical research.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What are major ethical concerns in clinical trials & role of ethics committees in research?
Conclusion: Way forward

The conduct of clinical trials in India faces several ethical concerns that need to be addressed to ensure the

safety and rights of participants and the integrity of the research.

Major Ethical Concerns in the Conduct of Clinical Trials in India

Informed Consent Violations: Participants, especially those from vulnerable groups, are not fully
informed about the nature, risks, and benefits of the trials they are enrolled in. The need is to
ensure that the informed consent process is rigorous, transparent, and conducted in the
participants' native languages.

Lack of Regulatory Oversight: Trials sometimes proceed with inadequate regulatory oversight,
leading to ethical and procedural lapses. The need is to strengthen regulatory frameworks and
ensure strict compliance with existing guidelines.

Non-reporting of Adverse Events: Adverse events during clinical trials are often underreported
or not reported at all, compromising participant safety. Hence, enforce stringent monitoring and
reporting requirements for adverse events.

Exploitation of Vulnerable Populations: Individuals from economically disadvantaged
backgrounds or with limited literacy are often targeted for clinical trials, leading to their
exploitation. Therefore, implement additional safeguards to protect these groups, such as
involving independent advocates during the consent process and ensuring equitable selection
criteria.

Conflict of Interest: Researchers and institutions may have financial or other interests that
compromise the integrity of the trials. The need is to mandate the disclosure of conflicts of interest
and implement policies to manage and mitigate these conflicts.

Role of Ethics Committees in Ensuring Ethical Practices

Review and Approval of Research Protocols: Ethics committees review the scientific and ethical
aspects of proposed research protocols to ensure they comply with ethical standards and
regulatory requirements.

Monitoring Ongoing Research: They monitor trials to ensure continued compliance with ethical
guidelines.

Ensuring Ethical Conduct of Trials: Ethics committees ensure that trials are conducted ethically
by scrutinizing protocols, informed consent forms, and procedures for participant recruitment.
Protecting Vulnerable Populations: Committees implement additional safeguards for
vulnerable populations, ensuring that their participation is ethical and voluntary.

Enhancing Transparency and Accountability: By making relevant trial data publicly available,
as mandated by the Supreme Court of India, ethics committees can enhance transparency and
accountability in clinical research.

Conclusion

By strengthening these safeguards, India can ensure that clinical trials are conducted ethically and
contribute meaningfully to medical advancements while protecting the well-being of participants.
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Explain the reasons behind the surplus of skimmed milk powder (SMP) in the Indian
dairy industry. How has this surplus affected the dairy farmers economically and
politically? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What are the reasons for the surplus of SMP & impact of the surplus on farmers?
Conclusion: Way forward

The surplus of skimmed milk powder (SMP) in India's dairy industry is a complex issue with a ripple effect
on both farmers and the industry itself.

Reasons for the Surplus

Production Dynamics: During peak milk production periods (known as the flush season), dairies
convert surplus milk into SMP to manage the perishability of fresh milk. This surplus occurs when
dairies procure more milk than can be immediately absorbed by the market, resulting in excess
SMP production.

Market Demand and Supply: Fluctuations in demand and supply play a crucial role. In recent
times, increased milk production, especially during a year of continuous milk supplies, has led to a
significant surplus of SMP. This surplus is exacerbated when market demand does not absorb the
quantities produced.

Policy and Economic Factors: Government policies, such as subsidies on milk and dairy products
or restrictions on cattle slaughter (which influence the population of unproductive cattle), also
impact SMP production. These policies can indirectly affect milk production and the subsequent
processing into SMP.

Impact on Dairy Farmers:

Economic Impact: The surplus SMP has led to a drop in its market prices, affecting the revenue
generated by dairies. This, in turn, impacts the prices they can offer to dairy farmers for their milk.
Lower milk prices reduce farmers' income and can discourage them from investing in better
feeding or expanding their dairy operations.

Political Implications: The surplus SMP has become a political issue, especially in states like
Maharashtra, where dairy farming is a significant economic activity.

Possible Solutions:

Export Subsidies: Providing subsidies on SMP exports could help reduce domestic stocks by
making Indian SMP competitive in global markets.

Buffer Stocks: Establishing buffer stocks of SMP could stabilize prices by absorbing excess supply
during peak production seasons and releasing it during lean periods.

Diversification and Market Development: Encouraging the use of SMP in diverse industries such
as food processing (e.g., ice cream, biscuits) or industrial applications (e.g., baby formula) could
create new avenues for its consumption, reducing dependency on traditional dairy markets.

Conclusion

Addressing the surplus of SMP requires a multi-faceted approach involving market strategies, policy
adjustments, and industry collaboration to ensure sustainable growth and stability in the Indian dairy

sector.
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Analyze the current humanitarian crisis in Myanmar and its implications for India.
Should India revise its policy towards Myanmar in response to the crisis? Justify your
answer. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What is the current situation in Myanmar and its implications for India?
Conclusion: Way forward

The current humanitarian crisis in Myanmar, exacerbated by the conflict between ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) and the military junta, presents significant implications for India's policy towards
Myanmar.

Current Situation in Myanmar

Humanitarian Crisis: The conflict has led to a severe humanitarian crisis, with widespread
displacement, refugees fleeing into neighboring countries including India, and significant
challenges in accessing necessities like food, water, and medical supplies.

Geopolitical Dynamics: EAOs, supported by China, control substantial territories along
Myanmar’s borders, impacting regional stability. China's influence over these groups contrasts
with India's historical engagement primarily with the military junta.

International Pressure: The United Nations and other international bodies have highlighted the
humanitarian crisis, urging action to alleviate suffering and stabilize Myanmar.

Implications for India:

Border Security and Refugees: India shares a long border with Myanmar, particularly in
Northeast India. The influx of refugees and potential destabilization due to cross-border activities
necessitates a proactive response from India.

Strategic Interests: India’s ‘Act East’ policy aims to enhance connectivity and trade with Southeast
Asia via Myanmar. Instability in Myanmar affects these strategic interests, requiring a nuanced
approach.

Humanitarian Responsibility: As a regional power, India faces moral and practical imperatives
to address humanitarian crises affecting its neighbors. Providing humanitarian assistance can
enhance India’s soft power and regional influence.

Justification for Policy Review:

Shift in Myanmar’s Dynamics: The military junta’s diminished control and the rise of EAOs
controlling significant territories signify a fundamental shift. India’s traditional policy of
engagement primarily with the junta needs reassessment to adapt to the current geopolitical
realities.

Dialogue with EAOs: Experts advocate for India to establish channels with EAOs to mitigate
conflict and stabilize the region. This approach aligns with addressing humanitarian needs and
securing India’s interests in Myanmar’s stability.

Balancing Regional Influence: China’s influence over EAOs underscores the urgency for India to
recalibrate its strategy, balancing engagement between various stakeholders to safeguard its
interests and contribute positively to Myanmar’s stability.

Conclusion

By taking these steps, India can show its commitment to humanitarian principles while safeguarding its
strategic interests in a complex situation.
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Critically evaluate the role of the judiciary in determining the essentiality of religious
practices in India. How does this align with the constitutional ethos and values?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the role of the judiciary in determining the essentiality of religious practices.
Conclusion: Way forward

The role of the judiciary in determining the essentiality of religious practices in India is pivotal and
contentious, as it involves balancing religious freedoms with constitutional values. This balance was
brought to the fore in the case of P. Navin Kumar (2024), where the Madras High Court allowed the
practice of angapradakshinam.

Role of Judiciary

e Historical Context: The judiciary has historically intervened to ascertain which religious practices
are "essential," starting with the Shirur Mutt case (1954), where the Supreme Court introduced
the "essential practices” doctrine. This doctrine has been pivotal in numerous cases, including the

Sabarimala Temple Entry case (2018) and the Triple Talaq case (2017).
e Inconsistency in Rulings: The judiciary has been criticized for inconsistent rulings regarding

essential religious practices. For instance, in the Durgah Committee, Ajmer case (1961), the

Supreme Court ruled that only essential practices are protected, dismissing those deemed
superstitious or non-essential. However, in cases like M. Ismail Faruqui (1995), the Court's
decision appeared to disregard established religious significance, showing inconsistency.

e Judicial Overreach: Critics argue that the judiciary should not act as clergy, making theological
determinations. This overreach can be seen in cases like Mohammed Fasi (1985), where the
Kerala High Court ruled on the essentiality of growing a beard in Islam based on empirical evidence
rather than religious texts.

Alignment with Constitutional Ethos

e Secularism and Equality: The Indian Constitution enshrines secularism, mandating that the state
maintain an equidistant relationship with all religions. The judiciary's role in determining essential
practices should align with this principle, ensuring that religious practices do not contravene
constitutional values such as equality, dignity, and human rights.

e Social Reforms and Public Health: The framers of the Indian Constitution subordinated freedom
of religion to other fundamental rights, including public order, health, and morality. The judiciary's
interventions, like in P. Navin Kumar (2024), should consider these aspects. Justice

Swaminathan's ruling on angapradakshinam ignored potential health hazards, raising questions
about the practice's alignment with public health and morality.

Conclusion

The judiciary's role in determining the essentiality of religious practices is crucial in maintaining a balance
between religious freedom and constitutional values. While decisions like P. Navin Kumar (2024)
highlight the judiciary's commitment to protecting individual rights, they also underscore the need for
consistency and rationality in such determinations. Ultimately, the judiciary must ensure that religious
practices do not undermine constitutional ethos, promoting a balanced approach that respects both

religious diversity and the supremacy of the Constitution. The Constitution, rather than religion, should
guide the extent of religious freedom in a progressive nation like India.
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Analyze the structure of India’s Balance of Payments (BoP) and discuss the significance of
its key components. How do these components reflect the economic health of the
country?

Introduction: What is BoP?

Body: Key components of BoP & their significance

Conclusion: Way forward
India's Balance of Payments (BoP) is a comprehensive ledger detailing the country's economic transactions
with the rest of the world.

Components of India's Balance of Payments

Current Account: The Current Account records transactions of goods, services, income, and current
transfers.

e Merchandise Trade: This involves the export and import of tangible goods.

e Services Trade: Includes exports and imports of intangible services such as IT, tourism,
transportation, and finance.

e Primary Income: Comprises income from investments and compensation of employees.

e Secondary Income: Includes unilateral transfers like remittances from Indians working abroad,
foreign aid, and grants.

Capital and Financial Account: The Capital and Financial Account captures transactions involving
financial assets and liabilities.

o Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): Long-term investments by foreign entities in Indian
businesses, real estate, etc., indicating investor confidence in the Indian economy.

e Portfolio Investment: Investments in financial instruments like stocks and bonds.

o External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs): Loans taken by Indian businesses from international
lenders.

o Reserve Assets: Changes in foreign exchange reserves held by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
including gold reserves, Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), and foreign currency assets.

e Other Investments: Includes trade credits, loans, currency, and deposits.

Significance of Key Components

o Trade Deficit/Surplus: A trade deficit indicates higher imports than exports, which can pressure
foreign exchange reserves and weaken the domestic currency.

e Service Balance: A surplus here can offset a merchandise trade deficit, contributing positively to
the current account balance.

e Primary and Secondary Income: Positive net income from abroad, particularly remittances,
supports the current account and domestic consumption.

e FDI and Portfolio Investments: Sustained FDI inflows signify long-term investor confidence and
are crucial for economic growth.

e ECBs: Help in financing growth but require careful management to avoid excessive external debt.

o Foreign Exchange Reserves: Adequate reserves are essential for maintaining exchange rate
stability, meeting international payment obligations, and bolstering investor confidence.

Reflection of Economic Health

e Current Account Deficit (CAD): A manageable CAD, typically between 1.5%-2% of GDP, is
considered sustainable for India and consistent with a GDP growth rate of 7%-8%. A high CAD can
indicate excessive import dependence and vulnerability to external shocks.
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e  Current Account Surplus: While a surplus can indicate a healthy balance of payments, it may also
reflect reduced domestic demand, as seen during economic slowdowns like the Covid-induced
lockdowns in FY2020-21.

e Capital Account Surplus: A surplus driven by strong FDI and portfolio investments indicates
robust economic health and investor confidence.

Conclusion

The structure of India’s Balance of Payments provides a comprehensive view of the country’s economic
interactions with the world. A balanced approach to managing these components is essential for
maintaining economic stability and fostering sustainable growth.

What specific steps can the ANRF take to reduce bureaucratic hurdles and ensure timely
disbursal of research grants and fellowships? How does it benefit the research ecosystem
in India?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What steps can ANRF take to reduce bureaucratic hurdles and how does this benefit the research

ecosystem in India?

Conclusion: Way forward

The Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) has the potential to significantly benefit the
research ecosystem in India.

Steps to Reduce Bureaucratic Hurdles and Ensure Timely Disbursal

e Streamlined Governance Structure: Consolidate multiple committees into a single, streamlined
committee responsible for formulating and implementing strategies. This reduces confusion and
improves decision-making efficiency.

¢ Robust Grant Management System: Implement a modern, efficient system for managing grants,
including online application and tracking capabilities.

¢ Reduced Bureaucratic Constraints: Allow flexibility in spending research funds without strict
adherence to government financial rules (GFR) and bypassing portals like the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) for purchases.

o Diverse Industry Representation: Increase representation of Indian industry leaders and
entrepreneurs on the governing board and executive council to strengthen industry-academia
collaboration.

Benefits to the Research Ecosystem in India

e Accelerated Research Impact: By reducing bureaucratic obstacles and ensuring timely funding,
the ANRF can accelerate the pace of research and innovation in India. This facilitates faster
translation of research outcomes into real-world applications.

e Improved Resource Utilization: Streamlined processes and flexible spending options enable
researchers to utilize resources efficiently, enhancing the overall quality and impact of research
projects.

e Strengthened Industry-Academia Partnership: Increased industry representation fosters
closer collaboration between academia and industry, leading to collaborative research projects
that address real-world challenges and foster innovation.

e Enhanced Funding Opportunities: A robust grant management system and quick disbursal of
funds attract more researchers and institutions to apply for ANRF grants, thereby expanding
funding opportunities across the country.
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e (Catalyst for Research Excellence: By prioritizing outstanding research cells in state universities
and colleges, the ANRF contributes to enhancing the overall research excellence and
competitiveness of Indian institutions globally.

Conclusion

Addressing these issues through effective governance, streamlined processes, and enhanced collaboration
can position the ANRF as a pivotal institution in catalyzing research and innovation across India, benefiting
both the academic community and industry stakeholders.

What are the potential economic benefits and challenges of implementing a buffer stock
policy for essential food items in India?
Introduction: Brief contextual Introduction
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Implementing a buffer stock policy for essential food items in India can have several potential economic
benefits and challenges.

Potential Economic Benefits

e Price Stability: Buffer stocks can help stabilize prices of essential food items by releasing stocks
during periods of scarcity and procuring excess stocks during bumper harvests. This stabilizes
food prices in the market, benefiting both consumers and producers.

o Food Security: Buffer stocks ensure a consistent supply of essential food items, reducing the risk
of shortages during times of crop failures or adverse weather conditions. This enhances food
security and reduces vulnerability to price shocks.

e Income Support for Farmers: Procurement of food grains and other commodities at Minimum
Support Prices (MSPs) provides income support to farmers. It encourages them to produce more,
even during surplus years, knowing there is a guaranteed market for their produce.

e Market Regulation: By managing supply in the market, buffer stocks can prevent extreme price
fluctuations caused by sudden changes in demand or supply shocks due to climate events or other
factors.

e Reduced Market Manipulation: A significant buffer stock discourages hoarding and speculative
trading by private players, leading to a fairer market environment.

Potential Economic Challenges

e Financial Burden: Maintaining and managing buffer stocks requires significant financial
resources for procurement, storage infrastructure, and management. This can strain government
budgets, especially during years of large procurements.

e Market Distortion: Excessive government intervention through buffer stocks can distort market
dynamics, potentially discouraging private investment and innovation in the agricultural sector. It
may also lead to inefficiencies if stocks are not managed effectively.

o Policy Effectiveness: Ensuring that buffer stocks are effectively targeted to mitigate price
volatility and support farmers requires sound policy implementation and management. Poorly
managed stocks may not achieve the desired outcomes.

e Trade Relations: Accumulating large buffer stocks can impact international trade relations,
especially if India becomes a significant player in global markets for certain commodities. It may
affect export competitiveness and trade negotiations.

e Management Issues: Inefficient management of buffer stocks can lead to issues like corruption,
rotting of grains, and delays in releasing stocks during shortages.
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Conclusion

Overall, a buffer stock policy can be a valuable tool for ensuring food security and price stability in India.
However, careful design and efficient management are crucial to minimize the economic challenges and
maximize the benefits.
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