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How does climate change, particularly heatwaves, impact the right to play for children?
Discuss the socio-economic disparities exacerbated by this issue and suggest adaptive
measures to mitigate these impacts.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What is the impact of climate change on the right to play and how do socio-economic disparities
impact this and suggest measures?
Conclusion: Way forward

Climate change, with its increasing frequency and intensity of heat waves, is severely impacting children's
right to play. Play, as enshrined in Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, is
crucial for building social connections, developing physical and mental health, and enhancing creativity.

Impact of Climate Change on the Right to Play

e Heat-related Illnesses: Children are at a higher risk of heat exhaustion and heat stroke during
heatwaves. High temperatures can also worsen existing health conditions.

e Unsafe Outdoor Conditions: Extreme heat discourages outdoor play, making it uncomfortable
and dangerous for children to engage in physical activities.

¢ Indoor Confinement: With outdoor environments becoming unsafe due to extreme heat, children
spend more time indoors, limiting their physical activity and social interactions.

e Mental Health Impact: Lack of play can lead to increased stress, anxiety, and other mental health
issues. Play is crucial for emotional development, and its absence can hinder social skills and
emotional resilience.

Socio-Economic Disparities

e Limited Access to Air Conditioning: Children in low-income families might not have access to air-
conditioned homes, making heat waves especially unbearable.

e Reduced Green Spaces: Low-income communities often have fewer parks and green spaces,
offering limited options for safe outdoor play, even in good weather.

o Increased Dependence on Electronics: With limited outdoor options, children might turn to
screen time as a substitute for active play, impacting physical and mental health.

Adaptive Measures

e Heat-Resistant Infrastructure: Building shaded playgrounds with water features and planting
trees can create cooler play areas.

o Flexible School Schedules: Adjusting school schedules during heatwaves can allow children more
playtime in cooler morning or evening hours.

e Community Play Programs: Organizing indoor play activities in libraries or community centers
can offer alternatives during extreme heat.

e Public Education Campaigns: Educating parents and caregivers about the dangers of heatstroke
and sun exposure can help protect children.

Conclusion

By implementing these measures, we can ensure that all children, regardless of background, can enjoy their
right to safe and healthy outdoor play, even in a changing climate.
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Discuss the ethical and economic dimensions of private consumption by the elite in an
unequal society. How does this affect the overall economic welfare and what role does
investment play in ensuring long-term growth and productivity?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight ethical and economic dimensions of private consumption and its overall impact on the
economy and the role of investment in long-term growth and productivity.
Conclusion: Way forward
The lavish spending habits of the elite in an unequal society as seen in the wedding celebrations of

billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s youngest son raise complex ethical and economic concerns.
Ethical Dimensions and Economic Dimensions

¢ Inequality and Fairness: In a society with vast wealth disparity, the extravagant consumption of
a select few can be seen as unjust. It raises questions about the fair distribution of resources and
widens the gap between rich and poor.

o Conspicuous Consumption: The elite's flaunting of wealth can breed social resentment and a
sense of unattainable aspirations. This can lead to social unrest and hinder social mobility.

o Aggregate Demand: High private consumption by the elite can contribute to aggregate demand in
the short term, stimulating specific industries catering to luxury goods.

e Taxation and Public Services: The elite may utilize tax loopholes or offshore their wealth,
reducing the tax base needed to fund essential public services like education and infrastructure
that benefit everyone.

Impact on Overall Economic Welfare

o Inefficiency and Stagnation: An overemphasis on consumption, particularly luxury goods with
limited social value, can lead to an inefficient allocation of resources. This can hinder long-term
economic growth and innovation.

e Reduced Social Mobility: High levels of inequality can make it harder for individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds to climb the economic ladder, limiting the overall human capital
potential of the society.

Role of Investment

e Sustainable Growth: Investment in productive sectors like infrastructure, education, and research
and development is crucial for long-term economic growth and productivity. It creates jobs,
enhances skills, and fosters innovation.

e Shared Prosperity: By promoting investment and economic growth, a society can generate more
wealth that can be used for social programs and redistribution efforts, leading to a more equitable
distribution of resources.

Conclusion

Sustainable economic development requires a balance between consumption and investment, with a strong
emphasis on productive investments that enhance productivity and create broad-based prosperity.
Government policies that promote inclusive growth, equitable resource distribution, and responsible
investment are essential for addressing the ethical and economic issues associated with elite consumption
in a highly unequal society.
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Discuss the role of the Indian Railways in reducing post-harvest losses of perishable
agricultural commodities. What measures can be taken to further enhance its efficiency?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What is the role of railways in reducing post-harvest losses and measures to enhance their
efficiency?
Conclusion: Way forward

The Indian Railways plays a crucial role in reducing post-harvest losses of perishable agricultural
commodities by providing an efficient and cost-effective mode of transportation.

Role of Indian Railways in Reducing Post-Harvest Losses

e Dedicated Freight Corridors: The establishment of dedicated freight corridors, such as the
Eastern and Western Dedicated Freight Corridors, enhances the speed and efficiency of freight
movement, including perishables.

e Refrigerated Vans: Indian Railways has introduced refrigerated vans and wagons to transport
perishable goods like fruits, vegetables, dairy products, and meat, maintaining the required
temperature to prevent spoilage.

e Kisan Rail: Launched to facilitate the movement of perishables, Kisan Rail services connect
farmers to markets across the country, reducing transit time and losses. These trains offer cold
storage facilities and are subsidized to make them affordable for farmers.

e Tie-ups with E-commerce and Agri-tech Companies: Indian Railways collaborates with e-
commerce and agri-tech companies to streamline the supply chain, ensuring last-mile connectivity
and efficient logistics.

Measures to Enhance Efficiency

e Improving Rail Connectivity to Rural Areas: Enhancing rail connectivity to rural and remote
areas will enable farmers to access the railway network more easily, reducing delays and post-
harvest losses.

o Expansion of Cold Chain Infrastructure: Increasing the number of refrigerated vans and
establishing more cold storage facilities at railway stations will help preserve the quality of
perishables during transit.

o Integration with National Agriculture Market (e-NAM): Integrating railway services with the e-
NAM platform can facilitate the seamless movement of goods and better price discovery for
farmers, reducing post-harvest losses and ensuring fair prices.

o Digitization and Real-time Tracking: Implementing advanced tracking systems for real-time
monitoring of perishable goods can help in better management of logistics and timely
interventions to prevent spoilage.

Conclusion

While India is the second largest producer of agricultural products globally, its share in agricultural exports
is a mere 2.4%, ranking it eighth in the world. By taking these steps, India can significantly reduce post-
harvest losses and improve its competitiveness in the global agricultural export market. The environmental
benefits of shifting to rail transport for perishables would also be significant, as trains generate up to 80%
less carbon dioxide than trucks.
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Critically examine the role of the Finance Commission (FC) in ensuring both equity and
efficiency in the distribution of Union tax revenue among states.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the role of FC in ensuring equity and efficiency in the distribution of tax revenues
Conclusion: Way forward

The Finance Commission (FC) plays a crucial role in India's federal fiscal framework. It is tasked with
ensuring both equity and efficiency in the distribution of Union tax revenue among states.

Ensuring Equity

e Redistributive Mechanism: The FC prioritizes equity by redistributing resources among states
based on criteria such as population, area, and income distance. This approach aims to address
regional disparities by providing more resources to lower-income states.

e Support for Low-Income States: During the 14th FC period (2015-20), low-income states like
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh received substantial Union financial transfers, that helped these states
provide essential public services despite their limited tax revenues.

o Fiscal Responsibility: The FC's role extends to ensuring that current fiscal policies do not burden
future generations. This principle means that states should not rely excessively on borrowings to
finance current expenditures, thereby avoiding transferring debt burdens to future generations.

e Tax and Borrowing Balance: The FC's recommendations encourage states to balance their
revenues and expenditures through responsible tax policies and limited borrowings.

Ensuring Efficiency

e Tax Effort and Fiscal Discipline: The FC allocates some resources based on states' fiscal
performance indicators, such as tax effort and expenditure efficiency. However, these indicators
often carry smaller weights compared to equity indicators.

¢ Encouraging Reforms: The FC incentivizes states to improve their tax collection mechanisms and
manage their finances more efficiently, thereby enhancing overall fiscal discipline.

Challenges and Recommendations:

e Equity vs. Efficiency Balance: The current formula heavily prioritizes equity, potentially
discouraging fiscal efficiency. High-income states like Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra receive fewer
transfers despite higher tax efforts and better fiscal management, leading to higher deficits.

e Need for Recalibration: The FC should consider increasing the weight of fiscal performance
indicators in the distribution formula. This change would incentivize states to enhance their tax
efforts and manage expenditures more efficiently, aligning with the goal of intergenerational
equity.

e Sustainable Debt Management: By promoting efficient fiscal practices, the FC can help states
manage their debt sustainably, ensuring that future generations are not unduly burdened by
current fiscal policies.

Conclusion

The Finance Commission plays a crucial role in balancing equity and efficiency in the distribution of Union
tax revenue. While it has successfully addressed intragenerational equity, there is a need to recalibrate its
approach to enhance fiscal efficiency and ensure intergenerational equity. By assigning greater weight to
fiscal performance indicators, the FC can promote responsible financial management and sustainable
development across states.
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Discuss the potential benefits and challenges of large-scale tree planting schemes for
ecological restoration. How effective are these schemes in addressing climate change and
biodiversity loss? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the benefits and challenges of tree planting schemes and their effectiveness.
Conclusion: Way forward

Large-scale tree planting schemes are a popular approach to ecological restoration, but they come with
both benefits and challenges.

Benefits

e C(Climate Change Mitigation: Trees absorb carbon dioxide, a major greenhouse gas, and store it as
biomass. Large-scale planting can significantly increase carbon sequestration, helping to combat
climate change.

e Habitat Restoration: Planting native trees creates habitat for animals, insects, and plants,
promoting biodiversity and restoring ecological balance.

e Soil Health: Trees improve soil health by preventing erosion, increasing organic matter, and
supporting beneficial microbes.

e Water Management: Forests regulate water flow, reducing flooding and improving water quality.

Challenges

e Planting the Right Trees: Planting non-native species can disrupt existing ecosystems and harm
native plants and animals. It's crucial to plant trees that were originally present in the area.

¢ Land Use Competition: Large-scale planting may compete with other land uses like agriculture or
grazing, potentially impacting livelihoods.

e Maintenance Needs: Newly planted trees require ongoing care, such as watering and protection
from pests, which can be expensive and labor-intensive.

o Time Scale: It takes trees decades to mature and reach their full carbon-storing potential. So, these
schemes are a long-term solution.

Effectiveness in Addressing Climate Change and Biodiversity Loss

e (Climate Change: Tree planting is a significant tool for carbon sequestration & must be part of a
broader strategy that includes reducing fossil fuel emissions, adopting renewable energy, and
promoting sustainable practices.

e Biodiversity Loss: When well-planned and executed, tree planting can effectively restore
degraded landscapes and improve biodiversity. It is most successful when integrated with other
conservation efforts, such as protecting existing forests, restoring natural habitats, and
implementing sustainable land use practices.

Conclusion

Effective tree planting requires careful planning, appropriate species selection, ongoing maintenance, and
integration with broader environmental strategies. India's experiences underscore the need for adequate
financing, community participation, and technical considerations to create resilient, biodiverse forests.
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Examine the adequacy of existing laws in India to combat superstitious practices and
exploitative religious activities. Should there be a national anti-superstition law? Justify
your answer. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the adequacy of current laws and justification for national anti-superstition law.
Conclusion: Way forward

The recent stampede at a religious congregation in Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, resulting in more than 120
deaths, has reignited the debate on whether India has adequate legislation to address exploitative religious

and superstitious practices.

Adequacy of Existing Laws in India

Limited Scope: India lacks a central law solely targeting superstition. The Indian Penal Code (IPC)
punishes crimes like murder (including human sacrifice) but doesn't address exploiting
superstitions for personal gain.

State-specific Acts: Karnataka Prevention and Eradication of Inhuman Evil Practices and Black
Magic Act, 2017 & Maharashtra Prevention and Eradication of Black Magic Act, 2013, criminalize
specific acts like using magic for ailments or human sacrifice. However, they are limited to their
respective state jurisdictions.

Other Provisions: The Drugs and Magic Remedies Act, of 1954, discourages false claims about
magical cures. The Constitution promotes scientific temper, but enforcement is weak.

National Anti-Superstition Law: Pros and Cons

Stronger Deterrence: A national law would establish a clearer framework and harsher
punishments, deterring exploitation.

Uniformity: A national approach ensures consistent application across the country, plugging
loopholes in state-specific laws.

Empowering Victims: A clear legal framework can empower victims to report crimes and seek
justice.

Defining Superstition: What constitutes a superstition can be subjective. Defining it too broadly
could infringe on religious freedom.

Misuse: The law could be misused to target legitimate religious practices or traditional beliefs.
Enforcement Challenges: Effective enforcement requires trained law enforcement personnel and
robust social awareness campaigns.

Justification for a National Law

Protecting Vulnerable Groups: A national law can effectively shield vulnerable groups,
particularly women, from violence and exploitation based on superstitious beliefs.

Promoting Scientific Temper: The law can act as a catalyst for promoting scientific thinking and
critical reasoning, challenging baseless beliefs.

Standardization and Awareness: A national framework can raise awareness, standardize
procedures, and encourage better enforcement across states.

Conclusion

While challenges exist, a well-crafted national anti-superstition law, coupled with community outreach and

education, can significantly curb exploitation and promote a more rational society.
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Evaluate the challenges faced by the unorganized sector in India in the context of
employment data collection. (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What are the challenges faced by the unorganized sector in India in the context of employment
data collection?
Conclusion: Way Forward

The conflicting reports and statements about employment in India, as illustrated in the recent debate
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and various financial institutions, highlight significant challenges
in employment data collection, especially in the context of the unorganized sector.

Challenges Faced by Unorganized Sector in the Context of Employment Data Collection

o Diverse Data Sources and Methodologies: Different organizations use varied methodologies and
data sources to estimate employment. For example, the RBI's KLEMS database uses official data
from the Employment and Unemployment Surveys (EUS) and the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), while the CMIE adopts the International Labour Organization's definition, leading to
different estimates of employment and unemployment.

e High Informality in the Unorganized Sector: The unorganized sector, which employs a majority
of India's workforce, operates without formal records. This lack of documentation makes it
challenging to capture accurate employment data.

e Impact of Economic Shocks: Economic shocks like demonetization, GST implementation, the
NBFC crisis, and the COVID-19 pandemic have significantly impacted the unorganized sector. These
shocks have led to the closures of many small units, the migration of workers, and changes in the
size and composition of towns and villages.

¢ Discrepancies in Definitions of Employment: The PLFS and CMIE differ in their definitions of
employment. PLFS includes those working without income, such as unpaid family labor, leading to
higher labor force participation rates. In contrast, CMIE considers only those earning an income
from work as employed, resulting in lower participation rates. This discrepancy creates confusion
and varied interpretations of employment data.

e Geographical Dispersion: The unorganized sector is spread across urban and rural areas, often
in remote and inaccessible regions. Conducting surveys and collecting data in such dispersed
locations is logistically challenging and resource-intensive.

o Technological Barriers: Limited access to and use of technology in the unorganized sector can
hinder data collection efforts that rely on digital tools and platforms. Many workers may not have
the skills or resources to participate in online surveys.

Conclusion

The vast size and dynamism of the unorganized sector make it difficult to get a handle on the number of
workers, their wages, working conditions, and skill sets. This lack of data makes it difficult for the
government to formulate effective policies aimed at improving working conditions, social security coverage,
and skilling initiatives for this crucial segment of the workforce.

What is parametric insurance, and how does it differ from traditional indemnity-based
insurance? Discuss its potential benefits for disaster-prone regions in India. (250 words)
Introduction: Definition of Parametric Insurance
Body: Difference between parametric and traditional insurance and its benefits
Conclusion: Way forward

Parametric insurance is a type of insurance that provides a payout based on the occurrence of a predefined
event or parameter, such as a specific level of rainfall, wind speed, or earthquake magnitude, rather than
the actual loss incurred.
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How Does Parametric Insurance Differ from Traditional Indemnity-Based Insurance?

o The trigger for Payout: Parametric Insurance payouts are triggered by reaching or exceeding
predefined parameters (e.g.,, specific rainfall levels or wind speeds). Traditional Indemnity
Insurance payouts are based on the assessment of actual damage or loss incurred.

o Assessment of Loss: Parametric Insurance does not require a physical loss assessment. Payouts
are based on real-time data related to the predefined event. While Traditional Indemnity Insurance
requires on-site assessment to determine the extent of damage and validate claims.

e Payout Speed: Parametric Insurance provides quicker payouts because they are automatically
triggered by the parameter being met. Traditional Indemnity Insurance payouts can be delayed due
to the time required for damage assessment and claims processing.

e Basis Risk: In Parametric Insurance, there is a risk that payouts may not exactly match the actual
loss (basis risk), potentially paying out more or less than the actual damage. While in Traditional
Indemnity Insurance aim is to match payouts closely to the actual loss incurred, reducing basis risk.

Potential Benefits of Parametric Insurance for Disaster-Prone Regions in India

¢ Rapid Financial Relief: Parametric insurance can provide quick financial relief to disaster-prone
regions by ensuring timely payouts without waiting for lengthy damage assessments.

o Simplified Claims Process: The straightforward trigger mechanism simplifies the claims process,
reducing administrative burdens and the potential for disputes over loss verification.

¢ Enhanced Financial Planning and Risk Management: Governments, businesses, and individuals
can better plan for and manage disaster risks by knowing the exact payout amount and conditions.

e Increased Access to Insurance for Vulnerable Populations: Parametric insurance can extend
coverage to remote and rural areas where traditional insurance might not be feasible due to the
complexities of loss assessment and claims processes.

e Support for Climate Resilience: By providing financial protection against extreme weather
events and natural disasters, parametric insurance supports resilience-building efforts.

¢ Encourages Innovation and Investment: The availability of parametric insurance can encourage
investment in vulnerable areas by reducing the financial risks associated with natural disasters.

¢ Regional Risk Pooling: India can leverage its Aadhaar-based payment dissemination system and
collaborate with neighboring countries to pool risks regionally.

Conclusion

Parametric insurance offers a viable alternative to traditional indemnity-based insurance, particularly for
disaster-prone regions in India. Its ability to provide quick, predictable, and transparent payouts can
significantly enhance the resilience and recovery capacity of communities facing frequent natural disasters

Discuss the dilemmas faced by India in balancing its engagements with Quad and BRICS.
How does India’s independent foreign policy influence its role in these multilateral
groupings? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What are the dilemmas faced by India in balancing its relationship with QUAD & BRICS?
Conclusion: Way forward

India's engagement with both the Quad and BRICS underscores the country's strategic balancing act in its
foreign policy. The Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Japan, held amidst a backdrop of geopolitical
tensions and the paralysis of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), highlights the complex
environment in which India operates.

Dilemmas Faced by India
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e Strategic Autonomy vs. Alignment: The Quad is perceived as India's security worries'
counterweight against China. Full commitment, meanwhile, may annoy Russia, a significant BRICS
ally, and jeopardize India's long-standing strategic autonomy policy (i.e., refusing to take sides in
significant geopolitical battles).

e Political Tensions vs. Economic Gains: BRICS provides economic collaboration with significant
emerging economies. However, a complex dynamic is created by India's economic links to the West
and the BRICS conflicts with China.

o Interests vs. Values: The Quad places a strong emphasis on democratic values, which are popular
in India. There could be a clash of values due to the differing governance methods of certain BRICS
countries.

Influence of India’s Independent Foreign Policy

e Strategic Autonomy: India’s non-alignment principle allows it to engage independently with both
Quad and BRICS. It avoids being tied too closely to any single bloc, preserving its strategic flexibility.
This autonomy enables India to partner with the U.S. and its allies in the Quad while maintaining
strong economic ties with China and Russia in BRICS.

o Issue-Based Partnerships: India collaborates on specific issues with different countries, allowing
it to benefit from both Quad and BRICS engagements without broad alignment. In the Quad, India
focuses on security and economic reorientation, while in BRICS, it emphasizes economic
cooperation and development.

e Balancing Act: India emphasizes that Quad is not an anti-China alliance but a platform for regional
stability. This approach helps mitigate potential conflicts with China, a key BRICS partner. Within
BRICS, India pushes for reforms that align with its interests, ensuring that it does not overly side
with China or Russia on contentious issues.

o Diplomatic Engagement: India’s active diplomacy helps manage its dual engagements. High-level
dialogues and multilateral diplomacy ensure that India’s interests are represented in both Quad
and BRICS. By maintaining open communication channels and emphasizing common ground, India
navigates its complex relationships effectively.

Conclusion

India’s role in both the Quad and BRICS exemplifies its strategic balancing act and the exercise of its
independent foreign policy. The country’s diplomatic finesse ensures that it can navigate the contrasting
dilemmas of Quad and BRICS, enhancing its global influence while safeguarding its national interests.

Analyze the implications of Article 361 of the Indian Constitution concerning the
immunity of the President and Governors. How does this provision impact the balance of
power between the executive and judiciary? (250 words).

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What are the implications of Article 361 and how does this impact the balance of power?

Conclusion: Way forward
Article 361 of the Indian Constitution grants immunity to the President and Governors from legal
proceedings while in office. This provision has significant implications and impacts the balance of power
between the executive and judiciary.

Implications of Article 361

e Immunity from Prosecution: While serving in office, the President and Governors are not subject
to criminal charges, arrests, or jail time. They are therefore protected from facing immediate legal
repercussions for their conduct.
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Limited Judicial Review: The President and Governor's judgments and acts while carrying out
their official duties are not subject to challenge by the courts. As a result, the judiciary has less
power to hold the executive branch responsible for possible abuses of power.

Accountability via Impeachment: The sole available legal remedy is the difficult and contentious
process of impeachment by Parliament. This makes it challenging to remove a President or
Governor from office for misbehavior.

Impact on Balance of Power:

Weakened Judicial Supremacy: Article 361 creates an exception to the principle of equality
before the law. It tips the scales in favor of the executive, potentially weakening judicial supremacy.
Potential for Abuse: Immunity can embolden the President or Governor to act with impunity,
knowing they are shielded from immediate legal consequences.

Alternative Checks and Balances: However, other mechanisms like parliamentary scrutiny,
media criticism, and public opinion can still act as checks on the executive's power.

Balance Between Executive Immunity and Rule of Law: The provision is designed to prevent
frivolous or politically motivated litigation that could hamper the functioning of the executive.
However, the immunity is not absolute. Their actions can be scrutinized indirectly through judicial
review and other constitutional mechanisms, such as impeachment of the President or removal of
Governors.

Central-State Relations: The immunity of Governors, who represent the central government in
states, ensures they can perform their duties without undue interference from state-level legal
challenges. This helps maintain the federal balance.

Conclusion

Article 361 complicates matters regarding the distribution of authority. The President and Governors are
protected from lawsuits by it, but it also lessens judicial oversight and raises questions about possible
executive abuse. The present discourse surrounding the possible amendment of Article 361 has the
potential to alter the dynamic between the Indian court and the executive branch.
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