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Evaluate the importance of connectivity and trade initiatives between India and
Bangladesh in enhancing bilateral relations and regional stability.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the importance of trade and connectivity in enhancing bilateral relations
Conclusion: Way forward

Over the past ten years, Prime Ministers Sheikh Hasina and Narendra Modi have been unwavering in their
efforts to strengthen the bilateral ties between Delhi and Dhaka and transform India and Bangladesh into
valued allies.

Enhancing Bilateral Relations

e Increased Trade: Improved infrastructure like roads, railways, and waterways reduces
transportation costs and time, leading to a surge in bilateral trade. This benefits businesses and
consumers in both countries.

e Mutual Cooperation: Working together on infrastructure projects fosters trust and cooperation
between the two countries. This can lead to collaboration on other issues like security and water
resource management.

¢ Reduced Tensions: Trade and economic interdependence create a disincentive for conflict. Both
nations benefit from a peaceful environment for trade to flourish.

e Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA): Initiating negotiations on CEPA
signifies a commitment to deepening economic ties, promoting free trade, and leveraging each
other’s economic strengths.

Promoting Regional Stability

e Sub-regional Integration: The transformation of the India-Bangladesh economic relationship
supports the integration of the eastern Subcontinent and the Bay of Bengal region, promoting
regional stability through economic interdependence.

e Defence Modernization and Cooperation: Modernizing the bilateral defense relationship,
including defense industrial partnerships and collaboration between armed forces, strengthens
regional security frameworks.

e Collective Interests of the Global South: Expanded regional and international collaboration helps
advocate for the interests of the Global South, fostering a cooperative global environment.

e Shared Vision for the Future: The commitment to resolving issues like river water management
and focusing on future potential indicates a forward-looking approach to bilateral and regional
challenges.

Conclusion

Connectivity and trade initiatives between India and Bangladesh are vital for enhancing bilateral relations
and ensuring regional stability. By focusing on unfinished connectivity agendas, initiating comprehensive
economic partnerships, and modernizing defense cooperation, both countries are setting a strong
foundation for economic growth, security, and regional integration.

Analyze the managerial and structural challenges within Indian Railways that impede the
implementation of effective safety measures.

Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction

Body: Highlight the managerial and structural challenges within Indian Railways

Conclusion: Way forward
The tragic accident involving the GFC] container train and the 13174 Agartala-Sealdah Kanchanjunga
Express highlights several managerial and structural challenges within Indian Railways that impede the
implementation of effective safety measures.
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Managerial Challenges

e Pattern of Blame: The tendency to assign blame to lower-level functionaries, such as the train
crew or station master, repeats with each serious accident. This deflects attention from higher-
level managerial and systemic issues that require addressing.

e Slow Implementation of Kavach: Despite recognizing the importance of the Kavach signaling
system, its rollout has been sluggish. This slow pace indicates a lack of focus on safety projects and
inadequate project management.

o Understaffing in Safety-critical Roles: Significant vacancies in essential roles, such as loco pilots
and assistant loco pilots, lead to overwork and stress among existing staff, increasing the likelihood
of human error.

e Delayed Recruitment: The delayed response to filling these vacancies, despite the evident need,
points to a lack of proactive workforce planning and management.

e Unclear Rules for Automatic Signal Failure: The lack of clear, well-drafted rules for handling
automatic signal failures creates confusion and increases the risk of accidents. This ambiguity in
safety protocols needs urgent resolution.

Structural Challenges

e Budget Constraints vs. Safety Investments: Although the Union government has significantly
increased its investment in railways, ensuring that funds are effectively allocated to safety
measures remains a challenge.

e (Capacity Building in Supporting Industry: The slow rollout of safety technologies like Kavach is
partly attributed to limited industrial capacity. Indian Railways must actively support and
incentivize the allied industry to build capacity and ensure timely implementation.

o Utilization of Al and Digital Data: The lack of Al-enabled applications for safety analysis and
alerts represents a missed opportunity. Effectively managing digital data from station loggers and
locomotives can significantly enhance safety monitoring and proactive measures.

e Safety Culture: There is a need to cultivate a culture that prioritizes safety over operational
efficiency. This involves consistent training, awareness programs, and a top-down commitment to
safety.

e Fragmented Organizational Structure: The division into numerous zones and departments can
lead to inconsistent safety practices and standards. A more integrated and coordinated approach
is necessary for effective safety management.

Conclusion

By addressing these managerial and structural challenges, Indian Railways can create a more robust safety
system. This requires a multi-pronged approach that involves investment, improved resource allocation,
cultural shifts within the organization, and continuous technological advancements.

Evaluate the role of environmental impact assessments (EIA) in major infrastructural
projects in ecologically sensitive areas, using the Great Nicobar Island project as an
example.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the role of EIA in ecologically sensitive areas in major infrastructure projects

Conclusion: Way forward

The opposition parties have recently demanded an “immediate suspension” of all clearances granted to
NITI Aayog’s mega project on Great Nicobar Island in the light of “violations of due process, legal and

constitutional provisions protecting tribal communities, and the project’s disproportionate ecological
and human cost.” Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) are intended to be a crucial tool for
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evaluating the environmental impact of major infrastructure projects, especially in ecologically sensitive
areas.

Role of EIAs in Ecologically Sensitive Areas

e Impact on Endangered Species: EIAs should thoroughly assess potential environmental
disruptions caused by the project. The island is home to indigenous tribes and critically
endangered wildlife like the Shompen tribe and the Nicobar Megapode bird.

e Habitat Loss: Large-scale construction can lead to deforestation and habitat destruction.

e Water Resources: The project's impact on freshwater availability and potential pollution of
waterways needs evaluation.

¢ Informed Decision-Making: EIAs should provide data for decision-makers to weigh the project's
economic benefits against its environmental costs.

e Project Modification: The EIA could recommend changes to the project design to minimize its
footprint or explore alternative locations.

e Mitigation Strategies: The EIA could identify measures to lessen the project's environmental
impact, like habitat restoration plans or wildlife corridors.

e Public Participation: A robust EIA process should include public consultations, ensuring that
local communities have a voice and that their concerns are addressed.

¢ Increased Transparency: Public participation fosters trust and transparency in the decision-
making process.

o Identification of Local Issues: Local communities often have valuable knowledge about the
ecosystem's vulnerabilities that might not be apparent in initial assessments.

Conclusion

The case of the Great Nicobar Island project illustrates the significant role of EIAs in identifying potential
environmental and social impacts, proposing mitigation measures, and ensuring stakeholder participation.
EIAs have the potential to play a vital role in ensuring sustainable development, especially in ecologically
sensitive zones like Great Nicobar. However, the effectiveness of EIAs hinges on their thoroughness,
transparency, and genuine consideration of public input. The Great Nicobar project exemplifies the need for
robust EIAs to balance development needs with environmental protection.

Discuss the role of the judiciary in protecting fundamental rights while respecting
cultural and religious practices in India.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the role of the judiciary in protecting fundamental rights while respecting cultural and
religious practices in India
Conclusion: Way forward

India's rich tapestry of cultures and religions presents a unique challenge for the judiciary. It must uphold
fundamental rights for all citizens while respecting deeply ingrained cultural and religious practices.
Recently, the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court allowed the resumption of “annadhanam” (offering
free food) and “angapradakshanam” (circumambulation) at the final resting place of Nerur Sathguru
Sadasiva Brahmendral on the eve of his Jeeva Samathi day.

Protecting Fundamental Rights

e Striking Down Discriminatory Practices: The judiciary can strike down cultural or religious
practices that violate fundamental rights, particularly those related to gender equality. For
example, the practice of Sati (widow burning) was outlawed as it violated the right to life.
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o Interpreting Religious Freedom: The judiciary interprets the right to freedom of religion (Article
25) to ensure it doesn't infringe on other fundamental rights. For example, the practice of female
genital mutilation (FGM) was deemed incompatible with the right to bodily integrity.

e Ensuring Social Justice: The judiciary can use its power to promote social justice for
disadvantaged groups within cultural and religious communities. For example, judgments have
addressed unfair practices within personal laws related to inheritance and divorce.

Respecting Cultural Practices

e Right to Privacy and Spiritual Orientation: In a recent case involving the practice of
"angapradakshanam" at Nerur Sathguru Sadasiva Brahmendral's final resting place the Madras
High Court invoked the right to privacy as a fundamental right, linking it to spiritual orientation.

e Balancing Rights with Practices: The judiciary avoids a rigid approach, recognizing the evolution
of traditions. Practices deemed essential to a religion may be upheld even if they impact certain
rights, as long as the impact is reasonable. For example, specific religious dietary restrictions might
be accommodated in educational institutions.

e Preserving Cultural Heritage: The judiciary acknowledges the right to cultural identity and the
importance of preserving traditions. It seeks solutions that uphold fundamental rights without
jeopardizing cultural heritage. For instance, allowing traditional forms of art and expression while
ensuring they don't promote harmful stereotypes.

Conclusion

The judiciary in India plays a pivotal role in safeguarding fundamental rights while navigating the
complexities of cultural and religious diversity. The case of "angapradakshanam" underscores the
judiciary's responsibility to uphold constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion while promoting social
harmony and rationality. By striking a balance between individual rights and societal norms, courts
contribute to a dynamic legal framework that respects tradition yet embraces progress and modernity.

What are some notable geological features and fossil sites in India, and why are they
significant? How can improving geological literacy contribute to better conservation
practices in India?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What are some notable geological features and fossil sites and how does geological literacy help
in better conservation practices?
Conclusion: Way forward

India's geological heritage, characterized by unique geological features and fossil sites, holds immense
scientific, educational, and cultural value. However, geo-conservation in India has lagged despite its
significance and the progress made internationally.

Notable Geological Features and Fossil Sites in India

e Himalayas: Formed by the collision of the Indian and Eurasian plates, the Himalayas are crucial
for studying plate tectonics, mountain-building processes, and seismic activity. They also play a
vital role in influencing the region's climate and hydrology.

e Western Ghats: A UNESCO World Heritage site and a biodiversity hotspot, the Western Ghats
feature diverse geological formations, from ancient rocks to recent volcanic and sedimentary
structures, crucial for studying ecological and evolutionary processes.

e Dhala Crater: Located in Madhya Pradesh, this 1.5 to 2.5 billion-year-old crater is evidence of a
celestial collision, offering clues about early Earth and the conditions that may have supported the
beginnings of life.
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e Lonar Crater: A well-preserved impact crater in Maharashtra, recently dated to around 576,000
years old, it provides valuable information about impact events and planetary science.

e Deccan Traps: The Deccan Traps are significant for understanding volcanic activity and its impact
on global climate and life.

Importance of Geological Literacy for Conservation

e Conservation: Geological formations can be fragile ecosystems. Recognizing their significance
fosters appreciation and promotes responsible practices like sustainable resource extraction and
protection of vulnerable sites.

e Disaster Management: India is prone to earthquakes and landslides. Studying geological
formations helps us understand these risks and implement better mitigation strategies.

e Resource Exploration: Geological knowledge is vital for locating mineral deposits, groundwater
resources, and potential sites for renewable energy projects.

e Education & Heritage: Geological features connect us to Earth's history. Educating the public
about these wonders fosters appreciation for our planet and its long journey.

e Promotion of Geotourism: Geotourism can bring economic benefits to local communities and
encourage the preservation of natural and cultural heritage, turning geological sites into
educational and sustainable tourism attractions.

Conclusion

India's geological marvels and fossils offer a glimpse into the past and hold the key to a sustainable future.
India needs to create an inventory of geo-sites, develop geo-conservation legislation, and establish a
National Geo-Conservation Authority for effective conservation.

How has India’s policy towards Tibet and the Tibetan refugees evolved since 1959? How
can India balance its support for the Tibetan community with its diplomatic relations
with China?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Evolution of India’s policy towards Tibet & how it maintains the balance between Tibetan
Community & China.

Conclusion: Way forward

India's policy towards Tibet and Tibetan refugees has evolved significantly since 1959, shaped by
geopolitical dynamics and domestic considerations.

Evolution of India's Policy Towards Tibet and Tibetan Refugees

e 1959 - Initial Refuge and Support: Following the 1959 Tibetan uprising, India granted asylum to
the Dalai Lama and thousands of Tibetan refugees, allowing the establishment of the Tibetan
Government-in-Exile in Dharamshala. This marked a significant humanitarian gesture by Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

e 1960s - 1980s - Tensions and Pragmatism: The Sino-Indian War of 1962 strained relations
between India and China & over the subsequent decades, India's policy oscillated between
supporting the cultural and humanitarian needs of the Tibetan community and managing its
complex relationship with China.

e 1990s - Early 2000s - Diplomatic Engagement: During this period, India and China improved
bilateral relations through high-level visits and confidence-building measures. India continued to
support the Tibetan community while reaffirming its recognition of Tibet as an autonomous region
of China.

e Recent Developments: In recent years, the dynamics have become more nuanced, with India's
policy reflecting a balance between humanitarian support for Tibetan refugees and strategic
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considerations vis-a-vis China. Issues like the Doklam standoff in 2017 and the Galwan Valley clash
in 2020 have influenced India's approach to China and its handling of the Tibetan issue.

Balancing Support for the Tibetan Community with Diplomatic Relations with China

e Humanitarian and Cultural Support: India can continue to provide humanitarian aid and
support to the Tibetan refugee community, ensuring their welfare and the preservation of their
cultural heritage.

e Non-Interference in Political Activities: While supporting the humanitarian needs of the Tibetan
community, India can maintain a policy of non-interference in political activities against China.

e Strategic Diplomacy: India can engage in strategic diplomacy by leveraging its relationship with
the Tibetan community as a soft power tool while simultaneously pursuing confidence-building
measures and dialogue with China to manage bilateral relations.

e International Cooperation: Working with other countries and international organizations to
advocate for the human rights and cultural preservation of Tibetans can help distribute the
responsibility and reduce direct bilateral friction with China.

e C(lear Policy Framework: Developing a clear and consistent policy framework that outlines India's
stance on Tibet and the Tibetan refugees can help manage expectations and reduce
misunderstandings with China.

Conclusion

India can sustain its pivotal role in the region and worldwide arena by implementing these tactics, which
will enable it to strike a balance between its diplomatic relations with China and its support for the Tibetan
community.

What are the primary lessons that contemporary Indian politics can draw from the 1975
Emergency? How do these lessons influence current political practices and the
safeguarding of democracy in India?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight lessons from Emergency and influence on current practices

Conclusion: Way forward

The 1975 Emergency in India, declared by then-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, is a significant event that has
left a lasting impact on Indian politics. Article 352 of the Constitution provides for the proclamation of a
national emergency on the grounds of internal disturbances, or threat to national security due to war or
external aggression.

Lessons from the 1975 Emergency

e Importance of Independent Institutions: The Emergency exposed the vulnerability of a
democracy when key institutions fail to act as checks and balances. A pliant judiciary and a
Parliament dominated by the ruling party allowed the erosion of fundamental rights. Today, an
independent judiciary and a vibrant opposition are vital to prevent the concentration of power.

e Vigilance Against Erosion of Civil Liberties: The Emergency demonstrated the dangers of
suspending basic rights like freedom of speech and assembly. Contemporary political practices
must uphold these rights, even for dissenters. A strong civil society that questions and critiques the
government is essential.

e Eternal Vigilance is the Price of Liberty: The public's initial apathy towards the Emergency
highlighted the need for constant vigilance. Active participation in the democratic process,
informed citizenry and a free press are crucial to identify and resist any attempts to curtail
freedoms.
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Influence on Current Practices

e Judicial Activism: The Emergency's disregard for judicial review led to a more assertive judiciary
in later years. Courts now play a more active role in protecting fundamental rights.

o Strengthened Media: The memory of media censorship during the Emergency has fostered a
more robust and independent media landscape, playing a vital role in holding the government
accountable.

o Electoral Process: The swift public backlash against the Emergency in the 1977 elections
underscores the importance of free and fair elections.

o Constitutional Safeguards: The aftermath of the Emergency saw amendments to the Constitution
to make it harder to impose an emergency and suspend fundamental rights.

e Strong Political Opposition: A healthy opposition keeps the ruling party in check and prevents
authoritarian tendencies.

o Public Awareness: Education about the Emergency and its consequences helps citizens recognize
and resist threats to democracy

Conclusion

The Emergency serves as a stark reminder of the need to protect the rights and freedoms of individuals in
any society.

How has the role of the Leader of the Opposition evolved in the Indian parliamentary
system? What are the key responsibilities of the LoP in ensuring democratic governance?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: How has the role of LoP evolved in India and what is its role in democratic governance?
Conclusion: Way forward

The 2024 general election is historic as it resulted in the largest Opposition numerically in the Lok Sabha,
possibly the largest in the House's history. In the 16th and 17th Lok Sabhas, there was no LoP due to a
direction from the Speaker issued in the 1950s, which requires a party to have a minimum of 10% of the
members in the House to gain recognition as an official party.

Evolution of the Role

e Initially Symbolic (Pre-1977): Following the Westminster model, the LoP's role was largely
ceremonial, with limited powers and a focus on criticizing government policies.

e Towards Constructive Engagement (Post-1977): The experience of the Emergency highlighted
the need for a stronger opposition. The role evolved towards offering constructive criticism,
participating in policy discussions, and holding the government accountable.

e Formal Recognition (1977 Onwards): Amendments to rules and practices have accorded the LoP
a more prominent position. Facilities, staff, and opportunities to participate in parliamentary
proceedings have been enhanced.

Key Responsibilities for Democratic Governance

e Holding the Government Accountable: The LoP is the chief critic of the government, scrutinizing
its policies, raising questions during debates, and exposing any wrongdoings. This ensures
transparency and keeps the government on its toes.

e Providing an Alternative Vision: The LoP acts as a voice for the non-ruling parties, presenting
alternative policy perspectives and highlighting issues of concern to the opposition. This fosters
healthy debate and keeps the government from becoming complacent.

o Facilitating the Smooth Functioning of Parliament: Despite their adversarial role, the LoP plays
a vital role in ensuring the smooth functioning of Parliament. This includes constructive
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participation in discussions, cooperation on procedural matters, and maintaining decorum in the
House.

o Leading the Opposition Parties: The LoP acts as a unifying figure for the opposition parties,
building consensus and strategizing on how to effectively challenge the government. This
strengthens the opposition's voice in Parliament.

Conclusion

The post of the Leader of the Opposition in the Indian Parliament has been a statutory position since 1977.
By holding the government accountable, providing an alternative vision, and facilitating a healthy
opposition, the LoP plays a critical role in safeguarding democratic values.

Discuss the impact of cross-border terrorism on India’s internal security and the
measures taken by India to counter this threat.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the impact of cross-border terrorism on Internal security & measures taken to counter
this threat.
Conclusion: Way forward

The Reasi terrorist attack of June 9, shows that cross-border terrorism poses a significant threat to India's
internal security in several ways.

Impact of Cross-Border Terrorism on India's Internal Security

e Loss of Life and Property: Terrorist attacks target civilians and security forces, leading to
casualties and injuries. This creates a climate of fear and disrupts normalcy.

e Destabilization of Regions: Infiltration of militants from across the border fuels insurgencies and
secessionist movements, particularly in Jammu and Kashmir. This weakens the government's
control and undermines national unity.

e Strained Communal Harmony: Terrorist attacks often target specific communities, leading to
social tension and communal violence.

e Economic Disruption: Tourism and investment are deterred by security concerns, impacting
economic growth. Infrastructure damage due to attacks further strains resources.

e Erosion of Public Confidence: Repeated terrorist attacks can erode public trust in the
government's ability to ensure security.

o Security Forces' Morale: Continuous threats from cross-border terrorism affect the morale of
security forces, necessitating heightened vigilance and operational readiness.

Measures Taken by India to Counter Cross-Border Terrorism

e Strengthening Border Security: This includes physical barriers like fencing, improved
surveillance with technology, and increased deployment of security forces.

e Intelligence Gathering and Sharing: Enhanced intelligence gathering helps identify and track
terrorist activities. India cooperates with international agencies and friendly nations for
information sharing.

e Law Enforcement Measures: Anti-terrorism laws empower authorities to investigate, arrest, and
prosecute terrorists. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) focuses on investigating major terror
attacks.

e  Multilateral Diplomacy: India actively participates in international forums to build consensus
against terrorism and isolate countries supporting it.

e Modernization of Security Forces: Equipping security forces with advanced weaponry, training,
and equipment improves their ability to counter terrorist threats.
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Addressing Root Causes: India addresses social and economic factors that might make some
vulnerable to radicalization.

Conclusion

India's fight against cross-border terrorism requires a multi-pronged approach, including continuous
improvement in border security, robust intelligence gathering, and international cooperation.

Analyze the benefits and challenges associated with high-speed train services. Propose
measures to ensure the financial viability and widespread adoption of high-speed train
services in India.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight benefits & challenges associated with high-speed trains & measures to ensure the
financial viability and widespread adoption of high-speed train services.

Conclusion: Way forward

The introduction of Vande Bharat trains by Indian Railways has been both innovative and ambitious, aiming
to revolutionize travel between major cities. However, the initiative has faced challenges related to
patronage on certain routes, leading to financial losses.

Benefits of High-Speed Rail in India

Reduced Travel Time: High-speed trains significantly cut down travel time between major cities,
promoting faster movement of people and goods. This can foster business opportunities and
regional integration.

Reduced Congestion: By attracting passengers away from airplanes and cars, high-speed rail can
ease traffic congestion on roads and air routes, particularly on busy routes.

Improved Connectivity: High-speed rail can connect previously underserved regions, promoting
balanced development and access to opportunities.

Challenges of High-Speed Rail in India

Low Patronage on Certain Routes: Atleast 10 out of 51 origin-destination pairs for Vande Bharat
trains have reported very low patronage, resulting in estimated losses of around X100 crore. This
highlights the importance of conducting a thorough demand analysis before launching new
services.

Financial Viability: Indian Railways faces significant financial implications due to operational
costs and low revenue generation from underutilized routes.

Ticket Pricing and Passenger Behavior: Second-class passengers accustomed to lower fares may
not readily switch to higher-priced air-conditioned services offered by Vande Metro trains, posing
a challenge to revenue generation.

Measures

Optimized Pricing Strategy: Implement a flexible pricing strategy that considers market demand
and affordability while ensuring revenue sustainability.

Integration with Existing Services: Integrate Vande Metro services strategically with existing
Express/Mail, ordinary trains, and EMU/MEMU services to complement rather than compete.
Operational Efficiency: Optimize operational efficiency to minimize costs without compromising
service quality. This includes efficient scheduling, maintenance practices, and energy management
to reduce operational expenses.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): Explore PPP models to share risks and investments in
infrastructure development and operation of Vande Metro trains.
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Conclusion

By implementing these measures, India can overcome the challenges and unlock the potential of high-speed
rail for economic growth, improved connectivity, and a more sustainable transportation system.

Examine the socio-economic factors contributing to the discrimination against married
women in the workplace, using the Foxconn case as an example. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What are socio economic factors contributing to discrimination against married women?
Conclusion: Way Forward

The recent report of Foxconn allegedly not hiring married women is shocking, but not surprising.
Socioeconomic factors and traditional gender roles can contribute to discrimination against married
women in the workplace.

Socioeconomic Factors

o Expectation of Childcare: Societal norms often portray married women as primary caregivers,
leading to biases against their work commitment or availability for overtime. Employers may
perceive them as less dedicated or reliable due to potential childcare responsibilities.

e Lack of Workplace Support: The absence of adequate childcare facilities or inflexible work hours
can create a significant barrier for married women. Balancing work and family becomes difficult,
forcing them to choose between career progression and childcare.

o Exacerbating the Gender Pay Gap: Preexisting gender pay gaps can be amplified for married
women. Employers might undervalue their work based on assumptions about their family
priorities, perpetuating a cycle of unequal compensation.

e Legal and Regulatory Frameworks: The strength and enforcement of legal and regulatory
frameworks play a crucial role in addressing workplace discrimination. In some regions where
Foxconn operates, labor laws and anti-discrimination regulations may be weak or poorly enforced,
allowing discriminatory practices to persist.

Conclusion

These factors restrict married women's participation in the workforce, limiting their economic
opportunities and professional growth. The Foxconn case highlights the need for a multifaceted approach
to dismantle these barriers. Companies can implement policies promoting work-life balance, while
governments can strengthen legal frameworks and invest in childcare infrastructure. Ultimately,
dismantling gender stereotypes and promoting equal opportunities are crucial for ensuring a level playing
field for all workers.

Evaluate the institutional readiness for the implementation of the new criminal codes in
India. What are the potential challenges? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Institutional readiness & challenges of new criminal codes.
Conclusion: Way Forward

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) will replace the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC), the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 (CrPC), and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (IEA) respectively.

Evaluation of Institutional Readiness
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Vague Provisions: The ambiguity in certain provisions, such as those concerning "false and
misleading information" and "acts endangering sovereignty," raises concerns about potential
misuse and misinterpretation, which necessitates clear guidelines and robust training.
Engagement with Civil Society: Active engagement with civil society, legal experts, and human
rights organizations is crucial to ensure that the new laws are implemented in a manner that
respects civil liberties and human rights.

Prison System Preparedness: The changes, including longer durations of police custody, will
impact the prison system, necessitating infrastructural adjustments and training for prison
officials.

Expanded Police Powers: Provisions like the extended police custody under Section 187 of the
BNSS could lead to potential abuses of power, necessitating stringent oversight mechanisms. The
police need clear protocols and continuous monitoring to prevent misuse.

Potential Challenges

Lack of Comprehensive Assessment:The absence of a reliable and independent assessment of
institutional preparedness is a major concern.

Resource Constraints:Adequate funding and skilled personnel are critical for training and
implementing the new laws.

Infrastructure Upgrades: Upgrading court facilities, prison infrastructure, and technological
systems requires substantial investment and time.

Legal and Procedural Confusion:The transitional provisions in the new laws lack clarity, leading
to potential confusion regarding the applicability of the old and new laws in ongoing cases. This
can result in judicial confusion and contradictory judgments.

Conclusion

While the new criminal codes aim to modernize India's criminal justice system, the readiness of institutions
to implement these changes is questionable. The potential for confusion and misuse of expanded police
powers, coupled with the lack of a comprehensive assessment of preparedness, suggests that the
implementation should be postponed. A thorough and independent audit of the readiness of criminal justice

institutions across the states is imperative to ensure a smooth and effective transition.
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