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Discuss the key challenges faced by India in transitioning from a fossil fuel-based energy 

policy to a green energy framework. How can India balance its energy needs with 

environmental sustainability? 
Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight challenges and measures in the transition from a fossil fuel-based energy policy to a 

green energy framework. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India faces several key challenges in transitioning from a fossil fuel-based energy policy to a green energy 

framework. 

Challenges 

• Heavy Reliance on Fossil Fuels: Coal still dominates India's energy mix, crucial for powering 

industries and homes. Shifting away from this established infrastructure requires significant 

investment. 

• Storage Solutions: Unlike coal-fired plants, solar and wind power are intermittent. Efficient and 

cost-effective energy storage solutions like advanced batteries are needed to ensure consistent 

power supply. 

• Grid Integration: Integrating large-scale renewable energy sources into the existing grid 

infrastructure poses technical challenges. 

• Financing the Shift: Building new renewable energy plants and upgrading the grid requires 

substantial funds. Attracting private and international investment is crucial. 

• Job Market Disruption: Transitioning from fossil fuels may lead to job losses in coal mining and 

related sectors. Reskilling and creating new opportunities in green industries are essential. 

Balancing Energy Needs with Sustainability 

• Diversifying Renewable Energy: India is well-positioned in the solar energy sector. Yet, 

investigating additional choices like biomass, hydropower, and wind can result in a more stable 

and dependable blend of renewable energy. 

• Policy and Incentives: Feed-in tariffs and tax rebates are examples of government policies that 

encourage the generation of renewable energy and can serve as incentives for investment. Eg, the 

PLI scheme incentivizes domestic manufacturers. 

• Technological Innovation: Long-term success depends on funding research and development of 

energy storage and renewable energy technologies. 

• Public-Private Partnerships: Working together, the public and private sectors can draw funding 

and expedite the building of infrastructure. 

• Just Transition: To facilitate the shift and open up new prospects in the green economy, support 

and skill-development initiatives for employees in the fossil fuel industry can be provided. 

Conclusion 

By addressing these challenges India can achieve long-term commitment to achieve net zero carbon 

emissions by 2070 to the shorter/medium term objectives of reducing carbon intensity of GDP and creating 

500 GW of electricity generation capacity from non-fossil fuels by 2030. 
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Analyze the challenges and consequences of the linguistic reorganization of states in 

India, with a special focus on the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh. What lessons can be 

learned from this division for future reconfigurations of states based on language? 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight challenges, consequences & lessons of linguistic reorganization. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The linguistic reorganization of states in India, initiated in 1956, aimed to create administrative boundaries 

that aligned with linguistic and cultural identities. While this policy had several benefits, it also posed 

challenges and had far-reaching consequences, particularly highlighted by the bifurcation of Andhra 

Pradesh into Andhra Pradesh and Telangana in 2014. 

Challenges and Consequences of Linguistic Reorganization 

• Uneven Development: The bifurcation often results in economic disparities between newly 

formed states. For instance, Telangana inherited Hyderabad, a major economic hub, leading to 

concerns about economic viability and resource allocation for the remaining Andhra Pradesh. 

• Distribution of Resources: Division of assets, liabilities, water resources, and administrative 

infrastructure can lead to prolonged disputes. The Krishna and Godavari river water sharing issues 

between Andhra Pradesh and Telangana exemplify such challenges. 

• Reduced Political Clout: The bifurcation reduced the combined political clout of Andhra Pradesh 

and Telangana from 42 Lok Sabha seats to 25 and 17 respectively, weakening their influence 

compared to larger states. This redistribution may create federal inequalities. 

• Potential for Regionalism and Discontent: While major unrest hasn't occurred, underlying 

grievances persist. Telangana's initial euphoria may fade as unfulfilled promises and challenges 

emerge. In Andhra Pradesh, the focus on capital building and welfare schemes masks deeper issues. 

Financial strains and unfulfilled central promises could eventually lead to political dissatisfaction. 

Lessons from Andhra Pradesh Bifurcation 

• Comprehensive Planning and Consultation: The division of Andhra Pradesh highlights the need 

for thorough planning and stakeholder consultation in state reorganizations. Poor planning led to 

disputes and economic issues. Future reconfigurations should include detailed resource 

distribution plans, economic assessments, and clear legal frameworks. 

• Economic Viability and Balanced Development: Ensuring the economic stability of new states 

is crucial. Special economic packages and infrastructure support can address disparities. Andhra 

Pradesh's experience shows the need for balanced development to avoid financial strain and 

ensure stability. 

• Political Stability and Governance: Effective governance structures in new states are essential. 

The central government must actively support new states during transitions to ensure continuous 

governance and administration. 

• Cultural Sensitivity and Social Integration: While linguistic reorganization preserves cultural 

identities, promoting national integration and harmony is vital. Policies should encourage inter-

state cooperation and cultural exchange to prevent regionalism and foster unity. 

Conclusion 

The bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh provides critical insights into the complexities of state reorganization 

based on linguistic lines. It highlights the need for careful planning, economic support, and political stability 

to manage such transitions effectively. 
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Analyze the challenges and consequences of the linguistic reorganization of states in 

India, with a special focus on the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh. What lessons can be 

learned from this division for future reconfigurations of states based on language? 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight challenges, consequences & lessons of linguistic reorganization. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The linguistic reorganization of states in India, initiated in 1956, aimed to create administrative boundaries 

that aligned with linguistic and cultural identities. While this policy had several benefits, it also posed 

challenges and had far-reaching consequences, particularly highlighted by the bifurcation of Andhra 

Pradesh into Andhra Pradesh and Telangana in 2014. 

Challenges and Consequences of Linguistic Reorganization 

• Uneven Development: The bifurcation often results in economic disparities between newly 

formed states. For instance, Telangana inherited Hyderabad, a major economic hub, leading to 

concerns about economic viability and resource allocation for the remaining Andhra Pradesh. 

• Distribution of Resources: Division of assets, liabilities, water resources, and administrative 

infrastructure can lead to prolonged disputes. The Krishna and Godavari river water sharing issues 

between Andhra Pradesh and Telangana exemplify such challenges. 

• Reduced Political Clout: The bifurcation reduced the combined political clout of Andhra Pradesh 

and Telangana from 42 Lok Sabha seats to 25 and 17 respectively, weakening their influence 

compared to larger states. This redistribution may create federal inequalities. 

• Potential for Regionalism and Discontent: While major unrest hasn't occurred, underlying 

grievances persist. Telangana's initial euphoria may fade as unfulfilled promises and challenges 

emerge. In Andhra Pradesh, the focus on capital building and welfare schemes masks deeper 

issues. Financial strains and unfulfilled central promises could eventually lead to political 

dissatisfaction. 

Lessons from Andhra Pradesh Bifurcation 

• Comprehensive Planning and Consultation: The division of Andhra Pradesh highlights the need 

for thorough planning and stakeholder consultation in state reorganizations. Poor planning led to 

disputes and economic issues. Future reconfigurations should include detailed resource 

distribution plans, economic assessments, and clear legal frameworks. 

• Economic Viability and Balanced Development: Ensuring the economic stability of new states 

is crucial. Special economic packages and infrastructure support can address disparities. Andhra 

Pradesh's experience shows the need for balanced development to avoid financial strain and 

ensure stability. 

• Political Stability and Governance: Effective governance structures in new states are essential. 

The central government must actively support new states during transitions to ensure continuous 

governance and administration. 

• Cultural Sensitivity and Social Integration: While linguistic reorganization preserves cultural 

identities, promoting national integration and harmony is vital. Policies should encourage inter-

state cooperation and cultural exchange to prevent regionalism and foster unity. 

Conclusion 

The bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh provides critical insights into the complexities of state reorganization 

based on linguistic lines. It highlights the need for careful planning, economic support, and political stability 

to manage such transitions effectively. 
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Critically assess the objectives and outcomes of Mission Karmayogi in enhancing the 

efficiency and effectiveness of Indian civil services. (250 words) 
Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight the objectives and outcomes of the Mission Karmayogi program 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Mission Karmayogi is a nationwide program to lay the foundation for the capacity building of civil servants. 

It focuses on grooming civil servants of the future by making them more technology-enabled, innovative, 

progressive, and transparent. As part of Mission Karmayogi, the Capacity Building Commission (CBC) was 

constituted in 2021 to provide policy guidance and tools to enhance the capabilities of all levels of India’s 

vast civil services. 

Objectives 

• Competency-based training: Shifting from a "rule-based" to a "role-based" approach by focusing 

on competencies specific to each role. 

• Anytime-anywhere learning: The iGOT Karmayogi platform offers online, face-to-face, and 

blended learning opportunities for continuous skill development. 

• Data-driven decision making: Aims to leverage data from the platform to optimize training 

programs and identify areas for improvement. 

• Citizen-centric approach: Emphasizes enhancing government-citizen interaction by training 

officials to become better facilitators for public needs. 

Potential Outcomes 

• Improved Skills: Equipping civil servants with the right skills for their roles could lead to better 

decision-making and problem-solving. 

• Increased Efficiency: Streamlined training and focus on relevant skills could lead to a more 

efficient workforce. 

• Enhanced Public Service: A citizen-centric approach, coupled with better-trained officials, could 

improve public service delivery. 

• Data-driven HR Management: Data analysis can help identify skill gaps and tailor training 

programs for better workforce management. 

Conclusion 

Overall, Mission Karmayogi has the potential to be a game-changer for Indian civil services. However, its 

success hinges on effectively addressing the challenges and ensuring the program's long-term 

sustainability. 

 

Analyze the evolution of property rights in India post-independence and its impact on the 

balance between individual rights and the state’s power of eminent domain. (250 words) 
Introduction: Give a brief introduction 

Body: Highlight the evolution of property rights and its impact on the balance between individual rights 

and state power. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Property rights in India have undergone a significant transformation since independence, with a complex 

interplay between individual rights and the state's power of eminent domain (land acquisition for public 

purposes). 

• Property Rights as a Fundamental Right: Initially, the property right enjoyed the highest level of 

protection as a fundamental right. A landmark case, Bela Banerjee, established the concept of "just 

compensation" for acquired property. This limited the government's power to take land cheaply. 
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• Legislative Response: The government, unhappy with Bela Banerjee, passed the 4th Amendment, 

preventing courts from questioning compensation adequacy. In response, courts scrutinized the 

principles used by the government to determine compensation, ensuring some fairness. 

• Weakening of Property Rights: The 25th Amendment replaced "compensation" with "amount" 

in Article 31(2), making the amount non-reviewable by courts. Kesavananda Bharati upheld the 

amendment but allowed courts to examine the principles for determining the amount, partially 

restoring the "just compensation" concept. 

• Deletion of Property Rights as Fundamental Rights: The Janata Party, aiming for a socialist 

state, saw property rights as an obstacle. The 44th Amendment removed the right to property from 

fundamental rights and introduced Article 300A with a weaker guarantee. The Supreme Court 

linked Article 300 A to Articles 14, 19, and 21, demanding a just, fair, and reasonable process. The 

Kolkata Municipal Corporation case established seven facets protected under Article 300A, 

including fair compensation. 

• Land Acquisition Act of 2013: The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land 

Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and Resettlement Act of 2013 further reshaped the landscape of 

property rights in India. This Act was introduced to address the widespread dissatisfaction with 

forcible land acquisitions under the previous framework. 

Impact on Balancing Individual Rights and Eminent Domain 

• The evolution of property rights in India post-independence shows a shift from strong individual 

protections towards greater state intervention. Initially, the Constitution aimed to safeguard 

individual property rights, but socio-economic imperatives necessitated greater state control over 

land acquisition.  

• The transition from Article 31 to Article 300A marked a crucial shift in favor of the state, while the 

2013 Act introduced safeguards to ensure fair treatment of landowners, yet maintained the state’s 

overarching authority. 

Conclusion 

The evolution of property rights in India reflects the ongoing tension between individual rights and the 

state's need for development projects. While the right is no longer fundamental, the judiciary strives to 

create a balance by ensuring fair treatment and compensation during acquisition. 

 

Discuss the significance of decolonization in the context of modern India. How can 

cultural and intellectual decolonization contribute to the resurgence of Bharat’s identity? 
Introduction: Briefly describe Decolonization 

Body: Highlight the significance of decolonization & cultural and intellectual decolonization 

contribution. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Decolonization in the context of modern India is an essential process that involves undoing the lingering 

effects of colonial rule on the country's cultural, intellectual, and socio-political landscape. It is about 

reclaiming and revitalizing India's indigenous identity, which was significantly altered during British 

colonial rule. 

Significance of Decolonization in Modern India 

• Political Freedom: The most immediate impact was the end of British rule, allowing India to chart 

its political course. 

• Social and Economic Transformation: Decolonisation aimed to dismantle colonial structures 

like the Zamindari system (landlordism) and establish a more equitable society. 
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• International Role: India emerged as a leader in the Non-Aligned Movement, advocating for self-

determination for colonized nations. 

• Policy Making: Decolonization implies greater autonomy in policy-making, free from neo-colonial 

influences. 

• Language and Literature: Decolonization involves promoting and preserving regional languages 

and literature, which are repositories of local cultures, histories, and knowledge systems. 

Cultural and Intellectual Decolonisation: 

• Revaluing Indian Knowledge Systems: This involves reviving indigenous languages, 

philosophies, and scientific advancements sidelined during colonial rule. 

• Reclaiming Narratives: Decolonisation of education involves challenging Eurocentric 

perspectives and highlighting India's rich historical and cultural contributions. 

• Critical Re-evaluation: Examining colonial institutions and practices to understand their lasting 

impact on social structures and power dynamics. 

Resurgence of Bharat's Identity: 

• Cultural Confidence: By rediscovering and celebrating its heritage, India can foster cultural self-

assurance. 

• Inclusive Identity: Decolonisation should promote a national identity that respects and integrates 

all of India's diverse communities and traditions. 

• Global Influence: A decolonized India can contribute to a more balanced world order by offering 

alternative perspectives and knowledge systems. 

Conclusion 

In contemporary India, the process of decolonization is complex and aims to restore and revitalize the 

country's native intellectual and cultural legacy. By doing this, India can help its people feel proud, resilient, 

and anchored in their particular historical and cultural settings as they develop a national identity. 

 

Evaluate the role of NOTA as a tool for expressing voter dissatisfaction in democratic 

elections. How effective is it in bringing about political and electoral reforms? 
Introduction: What is NOTA? 

Body: Highlight the role of NOTA & its effectiveness in bringing about political and electoral reforms. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Recently, NOTA secured 2,18,674 votes in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections from the Indore constituency. It is 

the most votes that the “None Of The Above” (NOTA) option has ever received in any constituency to date. 

The previous NOTA record-holder was Gopalganj, Bihar, in 2019, when 51,660 voters chose this option. The 

Supreme Court directed the Election Commission of India (ECI) in PUCL v Union of India to introduce the 

NOTA option for voters in 2013, to protect the secrecy of voters’ choice. 

Role of NOTA in Expressing Voter Dissatisfaction 

• Empowerment of the Voter: NOTA gives voters a formal way to voice their disapproval of any 

candidate, making it evident that they are dissatisfied with the political options available to them. 

• Democratic Integrity: By permitting voters to cast ballots without endorsing a particular 

candidate, it preserves the democratic ideal that voting should be a choice rather than a mandate. 

• Political Accountability: Given that a sizable NOTA vote signifies broad discontent, the existence 

of NOTA can put pressure on political parties to select more deserving candidates. 

• Public conversation: NOTA promotes public conversation on electoral changes by bringing 

attention to the caliber of candidates and the need for improved governance. 
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Effectiveness of NOTA in Bringing About Reform 

• No Electoral Repercussions: In India, NOTA votes have no bearing on the results of elections. The 

candidate with the most votes wins even if NOTA earns the majority of the vote. This reduces its 

ability to directly affect election outcomes. 

• Lack of Motivation for Change: Political parties may not feel driven to enhance candidate quality 

based alone on NOTA counts, as it does not disqualify candidates or force reelections. 

• Public Pressure: A high percentage of NOTA votes can serve as a wake-up call for political parties, 

potentially leading to internal discussions and reforms to address voter dissatisfaction. 

• Policy Advocacy: Civil society and advocacy groups can use NOTA results to push for reforms, such 

as stricter candidate vetting processes, anti-corruption measures, and electoral transparency. 

Conclusion 

Complementary reforms are required to maximize the impact of NOTA. This might involve enforceable 

NOTA clauses that mandate re-elections or the disqualification of candidates upon a majority NOTA vote. 

Furthermore, the Supreme Court & ECI should create regulations about the debarring of candidates from 

running in any election for five years, should their vote total be less than that of the NOTA. 

 

Examine how the concentration of political and economic power affected federalism and 

democratic institutions. 
Introduction: Brief introduction 

Body: Effect of centralization of power on federalism and democratic institutions 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The concentration of political and economic power in India has had significant effects on federalism and 

democratic institutions, leading to both challenges and transformations in the country's governance. 

Key ways this concentration has impacted federalism  

• Erosion of State Autonomy: The increasing concentration of power in the central government has 

eroded the autonomy of state governments.  

• Governor’s Role: The role of the Governor, appointed by the central government, has been 

contentious, with allegations of using this office to undermine state governments not aligned with 

the central ruling party. 

• GST Implementation: The introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) centralized tax 

collection, impacting states’ fiscal autonomy. Although it streamlined taxation, it also reduced the 

financial independence of states. 

• Legislative Overreach: The use of central legislative powers to pass laws on subjects traditionally 

under state jurisdiction has weakened the federal structure. For example, the central government’s 

intervention in agricultural laws sparked widespread protests and was perceived as encroaching 

on state powers. 

• Electoral Dominance: The dominance of a single political party at the center can diminish the 

competitive nature of state politics, leading to weakened regional parties and reduced political 

pluralism. 

Key ways this concentration has affected democratic institutions 

• Media and Civil Society: The concentration of economic power has also influenced media and civil 

society, with corporate ownership and political affiliations affecting media independence and civil 

liberties. 

• Bureaucratic Control: The central government’s control over the bureaucracy can affect state 

administration, where officials may be more aligned with central directives than state interests. 
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• Economic Disparities: Centralized economic policies often fail to address regional disparities 

adequately, leading to uneven development and social tensions. 

• Policy Implementation: Policies like centrally sponsored schemes sometimes lack local 

contextualization, affecting their efficacy and reception among state populations. 

• Judicial Appointments: The central government’s influence over judicial appointments through 

bodies like the National Judicial Appointments Commission (though struck down by the Supreme 

Court) raises concerns about the judiciary’s independence. 

Conclusion 

The concentration of power in India challenges federalism and democracy, leading to centralization and 

weakened state autonomy. However, regional politics, judicial oversight, and civil society activism help 

maintain balance, reflecting ongoing power negotiations in a diverse democracy. 

 

Discuss the role of proxy advisors in enhancing corporate governance in India. How do 

they influence shareholder decisions and ensure accountability within companies? 
Introduction: Define Proxy Advisor 

Body: Highlight the role of proxy advisor in corporate governance and their influence on companies 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Proxy advisors (PA) play a crucial role in enhancing corporate governance in India by providing 

independent research, analysis, and recommendations to institutional investors on matters that are up for 

shareholder vote. 

Role of Proxy Advisors in Enhancing Corporate Governance 

• Board Accountability: Recommendations on board elections and structures encourage 

companies to appoint qualified, independent directors and maintain balanced and effective boards. 

• Executive Compensation: Proxy advisors often critique excessive executive compensation 

packages, advocating for pay structures that align with company performance and shareholder 

interests. 

• ESG Factors: Increasingly, proxy advisors focus on environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 

issues, pushing companies to adopt sustainable and ethical practices. 

Influencing Shareholder Decisions 

• Voting Guidance: Institutional investors often rely on proxy advisors for voting guidance at 

shareholder meetings. This can lead to more strategic and consistent voting patterns, aligned with 

best practices in corporate governance. 

• Standardized Practices: Proxy advisors promote standardized voting practices among 

institutional investors, which can lead to more predictable and uniform outcomes on governance 

issues. 

Ensuring Accountability 

• Monitoring and Reporting: By scrutinizing company practices and management proposals, proxy 

advisors help ensure that companies adhere to good governance standards. Their reports often 

highlight potential governance issues or areas of concern. 

• Encouraging Transparency: Companies aware of proxy advisor scrutiny are more likely to adopt 

transparent practices and disclose necessary information to avoid negative recommendations. 

• Shareholder Activism: Proxy advisors support shareholder activism by facilitating informed and 

organized shareholder actions against poor management practices or proposals that are not in the 

best interest of shareholders. 
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Conclusion 

Proxy advisors significantly enhance corporate governance in India by guiding shareholder decisions, 

promoting transparency, and ensuring company accountability. Their role in scrutinizing management 

practices and advocating for good governance helps maintain a balanced and fair corporate environment. 

 

Discuss the implications of examination paper leaks on the integrity of the educational 

system in India. Provide suggestions to prevent such occurrences in the future. 
Introduction: Brief introduction 

Body: Highlight the implications of paper leaks on the education system and measures to address the 

issue. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Exam paper leaks and scams in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Bihar, among other states, 

have been a key concern for young voters in the age group of 18-25. 

Implications for the integrity of the education system 

• Unfair Advantage and Demotivation: Leaks create an uneven playing field. Students who gain 

access to leaked papers have a significant advantage over those who rely on genuine preparation. 

This discourages honest effort and fosters a culture of shortcuts. 

• Erosion of Trust: When leaks happen repeatedly, students and society lose faith in the fairness of 

the system. This can lead to apathy towards education and a questioning of the value of academic 

credentials. 

• Diminished Standards: When rote memorization of leaked papers becomes a strategy, the focus 

shifts away from critical thinking and in-depth learning. This ultimately weakens the quality of 

education and the skills graduates possess. 

• Financial and Emotional Burden: Leaks often lead to exam cancellations and rescheduling, 

causing immense stress and financial strain on students and families who have to prepare again. 

Suggestions 

• Enhanced Security Measures: Implement stricter protocols for paper storage, transportation, 

and printing. Explore secure digital storage and encrypted communication for question banks. 

• Embrace Technology: Consider online question paper generation and delivery systems to 

minimize human intervention in the vulnerable stages of the process. 

• Stronger Penalties: Increase the severity of punishment for those involved in leaks, including 

students, educators, coaching centers, and administrators. This will act as a deterrent. 

• Whistleblower Protection:  Establish robust mechanisms to protect whistleblowers who report 

leak attempts. This encourages honesty and exposes vulnerabilities. 

• Focus on Learning:  Move beyond rote memorization by designing exams that assess critical 

thinking, application of knowledge, and problem-solving skills. 

• Continuous Improvement: Regularly review and update security protocols to stay ahead of 

evolving methods used for leaks. 

Conclusion 

Addressing examination paper leaks requires a multifaceted approach that combines technology, strict 

enforcement, and a culture of integrity. The passing of Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) 

2024, presents the opportunity for the government to deploy special task forces to investigate the 

organized use of unfair means in examinations that can make India's education system strive towards a 

future free from the shadow of paper leaks. 
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Critically evaluate the potential impact of the Global Plastics Treaty on the informal waste 

sector. What steps can be taken to ensure a just transition for informal waste collectors 

and recyclers? (250 words) 
Introduction: What is the Global Plastics Treaty? 

Body: Highlight the impact of the treaty on the informal waste sector and steps to ensure a just transition 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Global Plastics Treaty is an ambitious initiative involving at least 175 United Nations member nations 

to eliminate the use of plastics. The goal is to finalize a legal document by the end of 2024 with timelines by 

which countries must agree to curb plastic production, eliminate its uses that create wastage, ban certain 

chemicals used in its production, and set targets for recycling. 

Impact on the Informal Waste Sector 

• Formalization and Recognition: The treaty's focus on "just transition" could lead to the 

formalization of the informal waste sector. This would provide workers with social security, better 

working conditions, and potentially higher incomes. 

• Increased Demand for Recycled Plastics: The treaty's focus on plastic reduction and recycling 

could lead to a rise in demand for recycled materials. This could benefit informal waste collectors 

by increasing the value of the plastics they collect. 

• Loss of Livelihoods: Stricter regulations on waste collection and recycling could lead to increased 

competition from formal waste management companies. This might threaten the livelihoods of 

some informal waste collectors, particularly those who struggle to adapt to new regulations. 

• Focus on Automation: Investments in waste management infrastructure might favor automated 

sorting systems. While these could improve efficiency, they could also displace some informal 

waste collectors who rely on manual sorting. 

Ensuring a Just Transition for Informal Waste Workers 

• Stakeholder Engagement: Informal waste workers' organizations should be actively involved in 

discussions and decisions around the implementation of the treaty. Their knowledge and expertise 

are crucial for designing policies that address their specific needs. 

• Skill Development Programs: Training programs can equip informal waste collectors with the 

skills needed to adapt to new technologies and regulations, such as operating sorting machines or 

managing waste collection centers. 

• Social Protection Schemes: Social safety nets can provide a cushion for informal waste collectors 

who might lose their livelihoods due to stricter regulations or automation. 

• Focus on Inclusion: The design of new waste management systems should prioritize the inclusion 

of informal waste collectors by integrating them into formal collection routes or providing them 

with designated collection points. 

Conclusion 

According to the United Nations Environment Programme, of the 9% recycled plastic, 85% was done by 

informal recycling workers. As a key member of Global South, India should raise concerns about informal 

waste pickers and promote an approach that enhances repair, reuse, refill, and recycling without necessarily 

eliminating the use of plastics. 
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Discuss the role of ‘litigotiation’ in resolving international trade disputes, with reference 

to the recent settlements between India and the U.S. at the World Trade Organization 

(WTO). 
Introduction: Define “Litigotiation”. 
Body: Highlight the role of litigotiation in resolving international trade disputes 
Conclusion: Way forward 

'Litigotiation,' a blend of litigation and negotiation, plays a crucial role in resolving international trade 

disputes by combining formal legal processes with negotiation strategies. The approach was seen when 

India and the U.S. settled their last lingering trade dispute on poultry products at the WTO. 

Role of Litigotiation in these Settlements 

• Pressure for Negotiations: The initiation of formal disputes exerted pressure on both sides to 

come to the negotiation table, fostering a sense of urgency to resolve the issues without waiting for 

the lengthy dispute settlement process to conclude. 

• Framework for Resolution: The formal legal process provided a structured framework within 

which negotiations could occur. It sets out the legal boundaries and obligations, helping both 

parties to understand the stakes and the potential consequences of not reaching a settlement. 

• Flexibility and Pragmatism: Through negotiations, both India and the U.S. could explore flexible 

and pragmatic solutions that a formal ruling might not offer. This included considering broader 

trade-offs and adjustments that addressed the concerns of both parties more comprehensively 

than a narrow legal ruling. 

• Preserving Relationships: By combining litigation with negotiation, both countries managed to 

address specific disputes without escalating tensions to a level that could harm their overall trade 

relationship. This approach helped maintain a constructive dialogue and ongoing trade 

cooperation. 

Outcomes and Implications 

• Precedent for Future Disputes: These cases set a precedent for how future trade disputes might 

be handled, highlighting the value of integrating negotiation with formal dispute resolution 

mechanisms. 

• Enhanced Cooperation: Successful settlements contribute to building trust and enhancing 

bilateral cooperation, demonstrating that even contentious issues can be resolved through 

dialogue and compromise. 

• Strengthened WTO Role: These examples underscore the importance of the WTO as both a legal 

and negotiation forum, reinforcing its role in facilitating international trade governance. 

Conclusion 

The recent settlements between India and the U.S. at the WTO highlight how this approach can lead to 

mutually beneficial outcomes, preserve trade relationships, and strengthen the overall trade system. 

 

Discuss the feasibility and potential impact of adopting a proportional representation 

system in India’s electoral democracy. 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 
Body: Highlight the feasibility and potential impact of adopting a proportional representation system in 
India’s electoral democracy. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The Proportional Representation (PR) system guarantees that all parties are represented according to their 

share of the vote. The most widely used PR system is the 'party list PR,' where voters cast their ballots for 

a party rather than individual candidates. Subsequently, parties receive seats in proportion to their share 

of the total vote. 

Feasibility of Adopting Proportional Representation in India 
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• Constitutional Amendments: Implementing PR would require substantial amendments to the 

Indian Constitution, particularly those sections related to the structure of electoral processes. 

Given the complexities and political sensitivities involved, achieving the necessary consensus 

among diverse political parties is a formidable challenge. 

• Political Will and Consensus: Major political parties, particularly those benefiting from the FPTP 

system, might resist such a change. The dominance of large parties and their ability to form stable 

governments under the First Past the Post System (FPTP) provides them little incentive to support 

a shift to PR. 

• Administrative Overhaul: The transition to PR would necessitate a comprehensive overhaul of 

the electoral infrastructure. This includes redefining constituencies, educating voters, training 

electoral officials, and possibly redesigning ballot systems. 

• Public Understanding and Acceptance: Given India's vast and diverse electorate, fostering an 

understanding of the PR system's workings and benefits would be essential. This requires 

significant public education efforts to ensure smooth acceptance and transition. 

Potential Impacts of Proportional Representation in India 

• Fairer Representation: PR could lead to more equitable representation of diverse political, social, 

and regional groups. Minorities and smaller parties would gain better representation, reflecting 

the true spectrum of public opinion more accurately than the FPTP system. 

• Coalition Governments: A PR system typically results in coalition governments, as it is rare for a 

single party to achieve an outright majority. This could enhance collaborative politics but might 

also lead to less stable governments and frequent policy negotiations. 

• Political Fragmentation Risks: However, there is a risk of increased political fragmentation, with 

many smaller parties gaining seats. This could complicate decision-making processes and lead to 

gridlocks or unstable coalitions. 

• Impact on Regional Parties: While PR might benefit national-level small parties, it could 

disadvantage strong regional parties that currently win a significant number of seats in specific 

areas under FPTP. The dynamics of regional vs. national interests in politics could see substantial 

shifts. 

Conclusion 

The law commission in its 170th report, ‘Reform of the electoral laws’ (1999), had recommended the 

introduction of the Mixed Member Proportional Representation (MMPR) system on an experimental basis 

to maintain the balance between stability and proportionate representation. This could assuage the 

apprehension of southern, northeastern, and smaller States in the northern region by limiting the 

domination of larger States with increased seats solely through the FPTP system. 

 

Critically examine the implications of a uniform entrance test like NEET on the federal 

structure of India’s education system. How does it affect state autonomy in determining 

admission criteria for medical colleges? 
Introduction: What is NEET? 
Body: Implications on federal and social structure and state autonomy 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The NEET is a qualifying test for any graduate and postgraduate medical course in India. The NEET replaced 

the All India Pre-Medical Test (AIPMT). The exam is conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA). The 

National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) for medical colleges in India has sparked debate on its impact 

on the federal structure of education. 

Implications on the federal and social structure 

• Concurrent List and Federal Powers: Education falls under the Concurrent List of the Indian 

Constitution, allowing both the central and state governments to legislate on the subject. However, 
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the introduction of NEET by the central government raises questions about the balance of power 

between the centre and the states. 

• Access: States with better coaching infrastructure and resources may give their students an edge 

in NEET, potentially widening the gap between students from different socio-economic 

backgrounds. 

• Equity: Rural and underprivileged students might find it difficult to compete on a national platform 

without adequate support and preparation, which could exacerbate existing educational 

inequalities. 

Impact on State Autonomy 

• Reduced Control: NEET dictates a single entrance exam, limiting states' ability to set their 

eligibility criteria beyond the national benchmark. This reduces their control over tailoring 

admissions to specific regional needs. 

• Diversity Concerns: States might have unique social and educational backgrounds for their 

students. A single exam might disadvantage students from these backgrounds, hindering diversity 

in medical schools. 

• State board and Rural background students: The NEET syllabus is framed based on the 

CBSE/NCERT syllabus. So, this is unfair for students from State Boards and from rural areas where 

the standards may be lower. 

Conclusion 

NEET represents a complex issue.  While it promotes national standardization and reduces potential 

malpractices, complete uniformity can stifle state autonomy and diversity.  Finding a balance between these 

competing interests is crucial for a robust and equitable medical education system in India. 

 

Explain the constitutional and legislative powers of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha in India. 

How do these powers impact the functioning of parliamentary democracy in the country? 
Introduction: Define the role of the Speaker 
Body: What are the constitutional and legislative powers of the Speaker and their impact on 
parliamentary democracy? 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of India's Parliament, holds a pivotal role in ensuring the 

smooth functioning of the House. The Speaker’s constitutional and legislative powers significantly impact 

parliamentary democracy in India by maintaining order, ensuring impartiality, and safeguarding the 

principles of democracy. 

Constitutional Powers 

• Presiding Over Sessions: As per Article 93 of the Indian Constitution, the Speaker presides over 

the sessions of the Lok Sabha, maintaining order and decorum. This includes managing debates, 

ensuring members adhere to rules, and protecting the rights of all members. 

• Casting Vote: The Speaker exercises a casting vote in case of a tie (Article 100), which can be crucial 

in closely contested legislative decisions. 

• Certification of Money Bills: The Speaker has the authority to certify bills as Money Bills (Article 

110). This decision is final and not subject to judicial review, impacting the legislative process 

significantly as Money Bills have a special procedure and do not require approval from the Rajya 

Sabha (the upper house). 

Legislative Powers 

• Control Over Parliamentary Committees: The Speaker appoints the chairpersons of various 

parliamentary committees and plays a key role in referring bills to these committees for detailed 

examination. This can influence the scrutiny and outcome of legislative proposals. 
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• Regulation of Business: The Speaker decides the agenda for each sitting of the Lok Sabha, 

including the allotment of time for debates and discussions. This power helps in prioritizing issues 

of national importance and ensuring efficient legislative functioning. 

• Disqualification of Members: Under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, the Speaker has the 

authority to decide on the disqualification of members under the anti-defection law. This power is 

crucial in maintaining the integrity of the House and party discipline. 

Impact on Parliamentary Democracy 

• Maintaining Order and Decorum: The Speaker’s role in maintaining order is fundamental to the 

functioning of parliamentary democracy. By ensuring that debates are conducted in a disciplined 

manner, the Speaker upholds the dignity and decorum of the House, facilitating productive 

legislative discussions. 

• Impartiality and Fairness: The Speaker is expected to act impartially and ensure that all 

members, irrespective of their party affiliation, have an opportunity to participate in the legislative 

process. This impartiality is vital for maintaining trust in the parliamentary system. 

• Upholding Democratic Norms: The Speaker’s powers to enforce parliamentary privileges and 

take disciplinary actions help in upholding democratic norms and protecting the sanctity of the 

parliamentary institution. This is essential for the credibility and legitimacy of the legislative 

process. 

Conclusion 

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha holds a central role in India's parliamentary democracy, equipped with 

substantial constitutional and legislative powers. The effectiveness and impartiality of the Speaker are 

crucial for maintaining the integrity, efficiency, and credibility of the parliamentary system in India. 

 

Analyze the significance of informing the accused of the grounds of arrest in writing as 

per Article 22 of the Constitution. What is the significance of this requirement for 

procedural fairness and protection of individual liberties in the criminal justice system? 

(250 words) 
Introduction: What is Article 22? 
Body: Significance of Article 22 in the criminal justice system 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Article 22 of the Indian Constitution provides fundamental protections for individuals who are arrested or 

detained, ensuring procedural fairness and safeguarding individual liberties within the criminal justice 

system. 

Procedural Fairness 

• Transparency: A written record provides a clear and objective account of the reasons for arrest. 

This transparency allows for verification and prevents miscommunication or manipulation by 

authorities. 

• Informed Decisions: Knowing the grounds in writing empowers the accused to understand the 

situation better. This allows them to make informed choices about their legal representation and 

potential defense strategy. 

• Judicial Review: A documented record facilitates judicial review in case of a wrongful arrest. The 

written document becomes evidence for the court to assess the legality of the arrest. 

Protection of Individual Liberties 

• Prevents Arbitrary Arrests: The requirement discourages authorities from making arbitrary 

arrests without a legitimate basis. The need to document the grounds discourages arrests based 

on prejudice or personal motives. 
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• Empowers the Accused: Knowing the charges allows the accused to assert their rights effectively. 

They can challenge the legality of the arrest or seek bail more efficiently. 

• Reduces Coercion: A written record minimizes the risk of the accused being pressured into 

confessions or incriminating statements due to confusion or fear. 

Conclusion 

Supreme Courts in various judgments like Siddharth v. State of Uttar Pradesh, Pankaj Bansal v. Union of 

India and Others (2023), & Prabir Purkayastha v. State (NCT of Delhi) have reiterated that The 

requirement to inform the accused of the grounds of arrest in writing, as stipulated in Article 22 of the 

Indian Constitution, is a cornerstone of procedural fairness and the protection of individual liberties that 

ensures transparency, accountability, and fairness within the criminal justice system. 

 

Discuss the challenges and opportunities presented by the demand-supply mismatch in 

higher education in India. How does this mismatch affect the aspirations and outcomes 

for students, particularly in the social sciences? (250 words) 
Introduction: Give a brief introduction 
Body: Highlight challenges and opportunities in higher education and mismatches that affect aspirations 
and outcomes. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

India's higher education system grapples with a significant demand-supply mismatch. While there's a 

growing desire for higher education, the available seats and the kind of education offered often don't align 

with the needs of the job market. 

Challenges 

• Graduate Unemployment: A major concern is the high rate of unemployment among graduates, 

particularly those with degrees in social sciences. This mismatch between educational attainment 

and employability leads to frustration and underutilization of human resources. 

• Skill Gap: Traditional curriculums in social sciences may not equip students with the specific skills 

(data analysis, communication, etc.) required by modern workplaces. This creates a skills gap, 

hindering graduates' ability to find relevant jobs. 

• Societal Pressures: Societal pressures often push students towards traditional high-demand 

fields like engineering or medicine, even if their interests lie elsewhere. This can lead to a lack of 

passion and lower overall quality of graduates in those fields. 

Opportunities: 

• Curriculum Reform: The mismatch presents an opportunity to revamp curriculums, 

incorporating industry-relevant skills and fostering interdisciplinary approaches. 

• Focus on Skill Development: Universities can offer skill-based programs and workshops to bridge 

the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application. 

• Industry Partnerships: Collaboration with industries can help universities develop programs that 

cater to specific workforce needs, creating a win-win situation for students and employers. 

Impact on Social Sciences Students: 

• Lower Job Prospects: There might be fewer job openings directly related to their degrees 

compared to fields like engineering. 

• Underemployment: They might end up in jobs that don't fully utilize their educational 

background, leading to underemployment and dissatisfaction. 

• Lower Salaries: Due to the oversupply of graduates in these fields, they might face lower starting 

salaries compared to graduates in high-demand fields. 

Conclusion 
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Higher education in the social sciences needs a complete overhaul at every level. Expanding capacity to 

include students excluded from other disciplines must be paired with a strong commitment to improving 

quality. Prioritizing the enhancement of teaching standards and course content is essential in this effort. 

 

Assess the importance of the Panchayat system in India as a part of local government. 

What challenges do Panchayats face in terms of functionality, and how can increased 

devolution of powers address these challenges? 
Introduction: Give a brief introduction 
Body: Highlight the importance and challenges faced by Panchayats & how to address these issues 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The Panchayati Raj system is the backbone of rural local government in India. It empowers villages through 

elected representatives, bringing democracy to the grassroots level. 

Importance of the Panchayat System 

• Decentralized Governance: Panchayats address local needs and aspirations directly. They 

understand the ground realities better than centralized authorities, leading to more effective 

solutions. 

• Social Development: Panchayats play a vital role in implementing social welfare schemes, and 

promoting education, healthcare, and sanitation in rural areas. 

• Community Participation: Panchayats encourage citizen participation in decision-making 

processes. This fosters a sense of ownership and responsibility among villagers. 

• Inclusive Representation: The system mandates reservation for women and marginalized 

communities, ensuring their voices are heard in local governance. 

Challenges Faced by Panchayats 

• Limited Funds: Panchayats often lack sufficient financial resources to implement development 

projects effectively. Dependence on central government grants restricts their autonomy. 

• Bureaucracy: Complex procedures and red tape can hinder decision-making and slow down the 

execution of plans. 

• Capacity Building: Elected representatives may lack the training and expertise needed for 

efficient governance and project management. 

• Corruption: Instances of corruption can undermine public trust and hinder development efforts. 

Devolution of Powers for Stronger Panchayats 

• Financial Devolution: Granting Panchayats a larger share of tax revenue and control over local 

resources would provide them with greater financial autonomy. 

• Functional Devolution: Transferring greater responsibility for planning, implementation, and 

monitoring of development programs to Panchayats would enhance their effectiveness. 

• Capacity Building: Investing in training programs for Panchayat members and officials would 

equip them with the necessary skills and knowledge for efficient governance. 

• Transparency and Accountability: Strengthening transparency measures and promoting social 

audits can help minimize corruption. 

Conclusion 

By empowering Panchayats, India can strengthen rural development, promote grass-roots democracy, and 

ensure equitable distribution of resources across the vast rural landscape. 
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Analyze the socio-economic impacts of heatwaves in India. How can its classification as a 

disaster help mitigate these impacts? 
Introduction: Define Heatwaves. 
Body: What are the socio-economic impacts of heatwaves in India and how can its classification help 
mitigate the impacts? 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Heat waves are prolonged periods of excessively hot weather that can cause adverse impacts on human 

health, the environment, and the economy. Heatwaves in India have become more severe and intense having 

severe effects on human health. There have been discussions on the inclusion of heatwaves as one of the 

notified disasters under the Disaster Management (DM) Act, 2005. 

Socio-Economic Impacts of Heatwaves 

• Health Risks: Heatstroke, dehydration, and heat-related illnesses become major concerns, 

especially for vulnerable populations like the elderly, children, and outdoor workers. 

• Water Scarcity: Heat exacerbates water evaporation, increasing demand and straining already 

stressed water resources. This can lead to conflicts and limit access to clean drinking water. 

• Reduced Productivity: Scorching temperatures lead to exhaustion, impacting worker output, 

particularly in sectors reliant on manual labor (agriculture, construction). This translates to lower 

incomes and economic slowdown. 

• Agricultural Woes: Heatwaves cause crop wilting, reduced yields, and damage to soil moisture. 

This can trigger food insecurity and price hikes, impacting both farmers' livelihoods and 

consumers' wallets. 

Classifying Heatwaves as Disasters 

• Increased Resource Allocation: Disaster classification allows access to emergency funds and 

resources for heatwave preparedness and response. This includes setting up cooling centers, 

providing water, and launching public awareness campaigns. 

• Improved Early Warning Systems: Disaster status can lead to better investment in weather 

monitoring and early warning systems. Timely forecasts can help communities prepare and 

minimize heat-related illnesses. 

• Heat Action Plans: Classification can trigger the development and implementation of 

comprehensive heat action plans. These plans would outline specific measures like flexible work 

hours, school closures, and power outage management during heatwaves. 

• Insurance Schemes: Disaster status could pave the way for heatwave-specific insurance schemes 

for farmers and vulnerable populations. This would provide financial assistance for crop losses and 

heat-related medical emergencies. 

Conclusion 

The inclusion will help states use their disaster response funds to provide compensation and relief and 

carry out a range of other activities for managing the fallout of a heatwave. By recognizing heat waves as 

disasters and taking proactive measures, India can build resilience and lessen the socio-economic burden 

of these scorching events. 

 

What are the main challenges faced by Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) in India? Suggest 

measures to address these challenges. (250 words) 
Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction 
Body: Highlight the main challenges and measures associated with PRI in India 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) were constitutionalized under the 73rd Amendment Act of the 

Constitution of India in 1992. They are the statutory bodies that are elected at the village, block, and district 

levels. 
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Challenges 

• Inadequate devolution of functions, funds, and functionaries: The devolution of functions, 

funds, and functionaries to PRIs has been inadequate, limiting their ability to effectively discharge 

their responsibilities. 

• Capacity constraints and lack of training: Various studies have highlighted the need for capacity 

building and training of elected representatives and officials of PRIs to enhance their skills and 

knowledge for effective governance. 

• Multiplicity of agencies and lack of coordination: The multiplicity of agencies involved in rural 

development programs and the lack of coordination among them, leads to duplication of efforts 

and inefficient implementation. 

• Inadequate infrastructure and resources: There is a lack of basic infrastructure, such as office 

buildings, equipment, and human resources, hindering the effective functioning of PRIs. 

Measures 

• State Finance Commissions: State Finance Commissions need to be empowered to recommend 

sufficient transfer of resources from the state to the local bodies. 

• Strengthening the Gram Sabha: The ARC proposed enhancing the authority of the Gram Sabha. 

It suggested that the Gram Sabha should not only oversee but also actively participate in planning 

economic development and social justice programs. 

• Devolution of Functions, Funds, and Functionaries: ARC reports recommended increasing the 

devolution of power, funds, and personnel to local Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) based on the 

principle of subsidiarity. It advised states to transfer all responsibilities outlined in the Eleventh 

Schedule of the Constitution to the PRIs. 

• Enhance Administrative Data Quality: It is essential to improve the quality of administrative data 

and make it more accessible by utilizing visuals such as maps and interactive charts, which can be 

easily understood by citizens. 

Conclusion 

The government, rural communities, and civil society must remain committed to the ongoing endeavor of 

strengthening Panchayati Raj. The dream of Mahatma Gandhi, according to which "every village will be a 

republic or panchayat, having full powers," must be realized if rural India is to see inclusive growth and 

social transformation. 

 

Examine the potential and challenges of lithium exploration and extraction in India. How 

can India overcome these challenges? (250 words) 
Introduction: Give a brief introduction 
Body: Highlight potential, challenges & measures to overcome such challenges related to Lithium 
production. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

Lithium (Li), often called ‘white gold’ due to its high demand for rechargeable batteries, is a soft, silvery-

white metal. Reserves of lithium have been discovered in the Salal-Haimana area of Reasi district in Jammu 

and Kashmir, as well as in Degana in the Nagaur district of Rajasthan. 

Potential of Lithium Exploration and Extraction in India 

• EV Ambitions: India aims for a significant electric vehicle (EV) market share. Securing domestic 

lithium supplies is crucial for battery production and reducing reliance on imports. 

• Recent Discoveries: Lithium deposits have been found in Jammu & Kashmir, Rajasthan, and 

Karnataka. These discoveries offer potential for building a domestic lithium supply chain. 

• Economic Benefits: Lithium mining can create jobs, boost regional economies, and generate 

revenue for the government. 

Challenges of Lithium Exploration and Extraction in India 
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• Early Exploration Stage: Most Indian lithium finds are at an early exploration stage. The journey 

from discovery to production can take 6-7 years. 

• Technical Hurdles: Extracting lithium from clay deposits, like those found in J&K, is a complex and 

commercially unproven technology globally. 

• Environmental Concerns: Lithium mining can be water-intensive and lead to pollution if not 

managed properly. 

• Socio-economic Issues: Local communities' concerns regarding land acquisition, displacement, 

and environmental impact need to be addressed. 

• Lack of Expertise: India lacks experience in large-scale lithium mining and refining, requiring the 

development of technical skills and infrastructure. 

Overcoming the Challenges 

• Investing in R&D: Fund research on efficient and sustainable extraction methods, especially for 

clay deposits. 

• Balancing Development and Environment: Implement strict environmental regulations and 

monitoring to minimize the impact of mining. 

• Community Engagement: Proactive communication and benefit-sharing programs to address 

local concerns and ensure community support. 

• Skill Development: Develop training programs and collaborate with foreign companies to build 

expertise in lithium mining and refining. 

• Strategic Partnerships: Collaboration with established lithium producers for technology transfer 

and joint ventures can accelerate domestic production. 

Conclusion 

The discovery of lithium reserves in India is crucial from a strategic standpoint. As it moves toward green 

mobility, it can lessen India's reliance on imports and increase its level of independence. It can guarantee 

that, as the country moves into a new green energy era, India's history of relying on fossil fuel imports is 

not repeated. Nonetheless, the government needs to swiftly increase local lithium output and proactively 

handle any possible obstacles to lithium extraction. 

 

Discuss the significance of financial commitments in achieving global climate action 

goals. What were the key challenges highlighted during the recent Bonn climate 

negotiations in securing these financial commitments? 
Introduction: Give a brief introduction 
Body: Highlight the significance of climate finance and challenges during the Bonn climate meet. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

A key component of climate action is finance which is required not only to support mitigation or adaptation 

efforts but also for the routine tasks of gathering and disclosing climate data, which are mandated by the 

2015 Paris Agreement. 

Significance of financial commitments 

• Enabling Transition: Major financial investments are needed to support the transition to clean 

energy, environmentally friendly infrastructure, and climate-resilient behaviors. The development 

and implementation of new technologies, the construction of renewable energy grids, and the 

renovation of existing infrastructure all depend heavily on public and private funding. 

• Helping Developing Countries: A lot of developing countries don't have the financial resources 

to make these adjustments on their own. By bridging the gap, climate finance promotes a more 

equitable transition for all. 

• Adaptation Measures: Already, climate change is causing chaos. Vulnerable communities require 

funding to prepare for the effects of rising sea levels, extreme weather, and other factors. 

Bonn Climate Negotiations: The Hurdles to Overcome 
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• Meeting Existing Commitments: Developed nations pledged $100 billion annually to 

developing countries by 2020, but this goal hasn't been fully met. Discussions in Bonn revolved 

around setting a new, more ambitious target. 

• Debate over including more nations: According to the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement, only the 

countries listed in Annexure 2 of the UNFCCC and the European Economic Community are 

responsible for providing climate finance to developing countries. European nations have raised 

demand to include countries like China, South Korea, and Oil-rich Gulf nations to be added to the 

list and share the responsibility. 

• Emphasis on Public vs. Private Finance: While some developed countries support a greater role 

for private investment, developing countries prefer to concentrate on public grants. It is important 

to find a balance between these strategies. 

• Access and Transparency: For developing countries, it is still difficult to guarantee prompt and 

simple access to climate finance, particularly grant-based funding. Better openness in the 

distribution and utilization of funds is also required. 

Conclusion 

The increased target for climate finance or the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG), for the post-2025 

period, which was agreed upon in the 2015 Paris Agreement considering the rapidly growing requirements 

for climate finance is to be set for discussions at (UNFCCC COP 29) 2024 in Baku, Azerbaijan. Securing 

strong financial commitments remains a critical step toward achieving global climate action goals for 

developing nations, particularly India. 

 

Discuss the impact of regulatory challenges on attracting foreign investments in India, 

with reference to the amendment to the Indian Foreign Exchange Management (Non-debt 

Instruments) Rules, 2019. What measures can be taken to address these challenges? 
Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction 
Body: Highlight the impact of the amendment and measures that can be taken to address the issue. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

The amendment to the Indian Foreign Exchange Management (Non-debt Instruments) Rules, 2019 

(“FEMA NDI”) via press note number 3 of 2020 (PN3 Requirement) presents regulatory challenges that 

impact foreign investment, crucial for India’s goal of a $5 trillion economy by 2025-26. 

Impact of the PN3 Requirement on Attracting Foreign Investments 

• Increased Uncertainty and Legal Ambiguity: The undefined term "beneficial owner" in the PN3 

Requirement creates legal ambiguity, leading to discomfort among investors and stricter 

interpretations by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

• Compliance Burden and Potential Penalties: Indian companies bear the compliance burden 

with severe penalties for non-compliance, which can deter investors and threaten the financial 

stability of start-ups and smaller enterprises. 

• Impact on Start-ups and Smaller Enterprises: Start-ups and smaller enterprises heavily relying 

on foreign investments face significant risks due to stringent requirements, potential insolvency 

from fines, and delays in the approval process. 

Measures to Address These Challenges 

• Clarification and Comprehensive Definition of Beneficial Owner: Amend the PN3 Requirement 

to define "beneficial owner" with clear ownership thresholds (10-25%) and control tests, tailored 

to sector sensitivity. For example, sectors such as telecom and defense, which are sensitive, may 

warrant heightened scrutiny when compared to sectors such as manufacturing and construction, 

where India requires additional capital. 

• Simplification and Streamlining of Approval Process: Simplify and expedite the government 

approval process with clear guidelines and digital platforms to enhance transparency and reduce 

delays. 
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• Stakeholder Consultation and Feedback Mechanism: Establish a consultation mechanism with 

industry stakeholders for regular feedback, and a time-bound consultation process for resolving 

ambiguities. A time-bound consultation process with regulatory authorities, similar to the 

mechanisms in Indian competition law, can help resolve ambiguities related to control-conferring 

clauses and other intricate regulatory aspects. 

• Mitigation of Compliance Risks: Use indemnity-backed representations for compliance, provide 

clear sector-specific guidelines, and offer government assurances to mitigate investor liabilities. 

Conclusion 

India's economic growth hinges on attracting foreign investment. Addressing regulatory challenges is 

crucial to create a more welcoming environment for foreign companies. Striking a balance between investor 

protection and a streamlined regulatory framework will be vital for India to achieve its ambitions as a global 

investment destination. 

 

Examine the multifaceted vulnerabilities faced by the elderly population in India and 

suggest comprehensive measures to address them. (250 words) 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight key vulnerabilities faced by the elderly and measures to address the issues. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The elderly population in India faces a range of vulnerabilities due to socio-economic, health, and 

environmental factors. The aging phenomenon in India is marked by significant improvements in longevity 

alongside declining fertility rates, leading to an increasing elderly population. 

Key Vulnerabilities 

• Restrictions in Activities of Daily Living (ADL): As elderly individuals age, their ability to 

perform ADLs worsens. This trend poses significant challenges to their independence and quality 

of life. 

• Multi-Morbidity: A high percentage of the elderly population suffers from chronic diseases such 

as diabetes, hypertension, and cancer, leading to a substantial burden of disease. 

• Poverty: Economic insecurity is prevalent among the elderly, with many lacking sufficient income 

to support themselves. 

• Absence of Income: The absence of regular income sources is a critical issue, with many elderly 

individuals dependent on limited savings or the support of family members. 

Comprehensive Measures 

• Economic Measures: Expand pension coverage and adequacy to ensure financial security for the 

elderly. Provide financial literacy programs to educate the elderly on managing finances and 

accessing government benefits.  

• Healthcare Improvements: Enhance healthcare infrastructure, especially in rural areas, and 

establish more geriatric care centers. Expand health insurance coverage under schemes like 

Ayushman Bharat to include a larger portion of the elderly population. Provide mental health 

counseling and support services to address issues such as depression and loneliness. 

• Social Support: Establish community centers and day-care facilities that offer social, recreational, 

and cultural activities for the elderly. Develop support networks involving NGOs, community 

volunteers, and local bodies to assist elderly individuals, particularly those living alone.  

• Policy and Governance: Strengthen and effectively implement the National Policy on Older 

Persons (NPOP). Enforce laws against elder abuse and ensure that legal aid is available to elderly 

individuals.  

Conclusion 



Mains Marathon Compilation June 2024 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

In the Indian context, the elderly face four primary vulnerabilities in their later years: restrictions in 

activities of daily living, multi-morbidity, poverty, and lack of income. According to the Longitudinal Ageing 

Survey of India (LASI, 2017-18), approximately 20% of the elderly population experience each of these 

challenges. Addressing these issues necessitates a comprehensive approach that incorporates principles of 

inclusion and the implementation of robust social security measures. 

 

Evaluate the challenges and prospects of regulating tourism in Antarctica to preserve its 

pristine environment. (250 words) 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight the challenges and prospects of regulating tourism in Antarctica 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The 46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM-46), held in Kochi, Kerala, highlighted the 

ongoing debate on Antarctic tourism regulation. 

Challenges  

• Fragile Ecosystem: Increased human presence disrupts wildlife, damages fragile ecosystems, and 

risks introducing invasive species. The pristine environment is threatened by ship traffic, which 

pollutes the waters, and tourism activities that add to the global carbon footprint. 

• Climate Change: The impact of climate change exacerbates these issues by opening new areas for 

tourism while increasing ecosystem vulnerability. 

• Remoteness and Accessibility: The extreme remoteness and harsh weather conditions make it 

difficult to monitor and regulate tourist activities effectively. 

• Fragmented Regulatory Framework: The current governance framework for Antarctic tourism 

is fragmented and lacks clear regulations. The Antarctic Treaty prioritizes peaceful use and 

scientific research, while the Madrid Protocol offers broad environmental guidelines without 

specific tourism regulations. 

• Self-Regulation by IAATO: The responsibility for day-to-day management falls largely on the 

International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators (IAATO), a self-regulatory industry body, 

which many believe is inadequate to address the growing environmental pressures. 

Prospects 

• Comprehensive Framework: ATCM-46 made progress by focusing on developing a 

"comprehensive, flexible, and dynamic" framework for regulating tourism and non-governmental 

activities. A newly established working group will lead this effort over the next year. 

• Sustainable Practices: Adoption of eco-friendly technologies in transportation and waste 

management can minimize the environmental footprint of tourism. 

• Tourist Education Programs: Implementing comprehensive education programs for tourists 

about the fragility of the Antarctic environment can promote responsible behavior and support 

conservation efforts. 

• National Legislation: Countries like India have enacted their Antarctic laws to address tourism 

issues in the absence of international consensus. Such measures can provide a model for other 

nations. 

• Designated Visitor Sites: Restricting tourism to specific areas and creating designated visitor 

sites can help control and minimize the environmental impact. 

Conclusion 

Regulating Antarctic tourism is fraught with challenges due to environmental sensitivity, logistical 

complexities, and international governance issues. Yet, there are promising prospects for effective 

regulation through enhanced international cooperation, technological advances, sustainable practices, and 
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strong legal frameworks. The efforts at ATCM-46 and the formation of a new working group underscore a 

renewed commitment to achieving a sustainable future for Antarctic tourism. 

 

Analyze the persistent safety issues in Indian Railways despite numerous improvement 

plans over the past two decades.  [250 words] 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight the main issues in Indian railways related to safety 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The recent collision that occurred in West Bengal has once again raised safety issues in Indian Railways 

highlighting the need for a strong railway system that can compete with road and air transport to serve the 

needs of the people and economy. 

Issues  

• Aging Infrastructure: Much of the infrastructure, built in the 19th and 20th centuries, struggles 

to handle the ever-increasing traffic and hasn't been fully modernized to meet contemporary safety 

standards. 

• Track Defects: Rail fractures due to wear and tear or inherent defects significantly contribute to 

derailments, a major accident type. 

• Overcrowded Network: The Indian Railways network is one of the busiest in the world, with 

heavy passenger and freight traffic leading to congestion. This overcrowding increases the risk of 

accidents and limits the time available for maintenance and upgrades. 

• Insufficient Maintenance: Regular and timely maintenance is often hampered by a lack of 

resources and the sheer scale of the network. Deferred maintenance leads to deterioration of 

infrastructure, increasing the risk of accidents. 

• Bureaucratic Inefficiency: The large, bureaucratic structure of Indian Railways often leads to 

delays in decision-making and implementation of safety measures. Layers of approval and red tape 

hinder the swift execution of improvement plans. 

• Funding Shortages: Indian Railways often faces financial constraints, limiting its ability to invest 

in necessary safety upgrades and maintenance. Budget allocations for safety improvements are 

frequently insufficient. 

Conclusion 

The persistent safety issues in Indian Railways are multifaceted, involving systemic, infrastructural, 

technological, operational, and financial dimensions. Addressing these challenges requires a 

comprehensive, sustained, and well-funded effort, along with a shift in organizational culture to prioritize 

safety. Long-term planning, political will, and a commitment to modernization and maintenance are 

essential to improving the safety of India's railway network. 

 

Examine the key factors contributing to the increasing frequency and intensity of heat 

waves in Indian cities. Discuss the potential impacts on public health and urban 

infrastructure. (250 words) 
Introduction: Give a brief context to the question 

Body: Highlight key factors that contribute to heatwaves and impact on health and urban infrastructure 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Indian cities are experiencing a surge in the frequency and intensity of heat waves. 

Key Factors Contributing to Heatwaves 
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• Global Warming: The primary culprit is global warming, caused by greenhouse gas emissions. 

Rising global temperatures create a baseline for hotter weather, making heat waves more likely. 

• Urban Heat Island Effect: Cities act as giant heat traps. Buildings, roads, and pavement absorb 

and retain heat more efficiently than natural landscapes. This effect, coupled with reduced 

vegetation cover, leads to significantly higher temperatures in urban areas compared to 

surrounding regions. 

• Reduced Water Bodies: Shrinking lakes, ponds, and rivers due to urbanization and climate change 

decrease natural cooling mechanisms. These water bodies typically absorb heat and release it 

through evaporation, helping to regulate temperatures. 

Potential Impacts on Public Health 

• Heatstroke and Heat Exhaustion: Prolonged exposure to high temperatures can lead to 

heatstroke, a life-threatening condition, and heat exhaustion, which can cause symptoms like 

dehydration, dizziness, and fatigue. 

• Increased Mortality: Studies have shown a correlation between heatwaves and increased 

mortality rates, particularly among vulnerable populations such as the elderly, children, and those 

with pre-existing health conditions. 

• Mental Health Impacts: High temperatures and the stress associated with heat waves can 

contribute to mental health issues, including anxiety, depression, and heat-induced aggression. 

Potential Impacts on Urban Infrastructure 

• Increased Energy Consumption: Heatwaves lead to higher demand for electricity due to the 

extensive use of air conditioning and cooling systems. This can strain the power grid and lead to 

outages. 

• Increased Water Demand: Heatwaves significantly increase water consumption for drinking, 

cooling, and irrigation, putting pressure on urban water supply systems. 

• Building Stress: High temperatures can affect the integrity of buildings, especially those not 

designed for extreme heat, leading to increased cooling costs and potential structural damage. 

Conclusion 

The increasing frequency and intensity of heat waves in Indian cities pose a serious threat to public health 

and urban infrastructure. Addressing climate change through sustainable practices and implementing heat 

mitigation strategies as implemented in Ahmedabad like promoting green spaces, cool pavements, and 

improved urban planning are crucial steps towards building more resilient cities. 

 

What are the arguments for and against providing subsidies for hybrid vehicles in 

comparison to electric vehicles (EVs)? 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight arguments for and against providing subsidies for hybrid vehicles over EVs. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's road transport sector, responsible for about 12% of the country's CO2 emissions, is the third 

largest greenhouse gas emitter after the energy and agriculture sectors. FAME aims to boost demand for 

EVs and hybrids through retail subsidies, support the manufacture of components, and develop a 

nationwide EV ecosystem. 

Arguments For Subsidies for Hybrid Vehicles 

• Bridge to EV Adoption: Hybrids serve as an intermediate step for consumers transitioning from 

traditional internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles to fully electric vehicles. They help ease range 

anxiety and infrastructure limitations. 
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• Diverse Consumer Needs: Hybrids may appeal to a broader audience, including those who are 

not ready to fully commit to EVs due to concerns about charging infrastructure, range, or initial 

cost. 

• Reduced Emissions: Hybrids offer immediate reductions in fuel consumption and emissions 

compared to traditional ICE vehicles, contributing to short-term environmental goals. 

• Infrastructure Readiness: Hybrids do not rely as heavily on charging infrastructure, which is still 

developing in many regions. This makes them more practical in areas with limited EV charging 

stations. 

• Lower Costs: Hybrids are generally less expensive than EVs, making them more accessible to a 

larger segment of the population. 

Arguments Against Subsidizing Hybrids over EVs 

• Complete Emission Reduction: EVs offer the potential for zero emissions, especially when 

charged with renewable energy sources. Subsidizing EVs aligns with long-term goals of reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and combating climate change. 

• Technological Advancement: Subsidizing EVs can accelerate advancements in battery 

technology, charging infrastructure, and overall vehicle efficiency, driving down costs and 

improving performance over time. 

• Higher Efficiency: EVs are generally more efficient than hybrids, as they convert more energy from 

the grid to propulsion compared to the combined internal combustion and electric systems in 

hybrids. 

• Market Signal: Subsidies for EVs send a strong signal to automakers and consumers about the 

future direction of the automotive industry, encouraging investment in EV technologies and 

infrastructure. 

• Global Trends: Many countries are setting ambitious targets for phasing out ICE vehicles and 

promoting EVs. Aligning subsidies with these goals helps ensure consistency and international 

cooperation on environmental objectives. 

Conclusion 

Finally, policies must evolve with the changing sectoral landscape & aim towards zero-emissions vehicles 

because that will help India reach its climate and energy security goals. 

 

What are the consequences of a one-size-fits-all approach to national exams on the 

diverse educational needs of students across the country? 
Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight the negative and positive consequences of the one-size-fits-all approach to national 

exams 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The latest instance of a NEET exam over incorrect result, the NET exam being cancelled has once again 

raised concerns over the institutional integrity of the National Testing Agency. 

Negative Consequences of the one-size-fits-all approach 

• Diverse Learning Styles: Students have varied learning styles and paces. Standardized exams may 

not adequately measure the abilities of students who excel in non-traditional or practical learning 

environments. 

• Special Needs and Disabilities: Students with special needs or disabilities may find standardized 

tests particularly challenging, and without appropriate accommodations, their true capabilities 

may not be reflected. 
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• Resource Disparities: Schools in different regions often have varying levels of resources and 

infrastructure. A uniform exam may disadvantage students from under-resourced schools who 

have not had access to the same quality of education as those in better-funded areas. 

• Disregard Regional Variations: Educational needs and resources can differ significantly across 

regions. A national exam might not consider these disparities, putting students from under-

resourced areas at a disadvantage. Eg, Tamil Nadu has always been opposed to the NEET exam as 

it was against their perfectly functioning state policy of linking medical college admissions to high 

school performance 

Positive Consequences of the one-size-fits-all approach 

• Uniform Benchmarks: Standardized exams can provide a common benchmark to assess all 

students, potentially offering a fair measure of academic performance. 

• Accountability: They can help in holding institutions conducting examinations accountable for 

ensuring that students reach a certain level of proficiency. 

• National Standards: A common examination system can facilitate student mobility across regions 

and make academic achievements more comparable on a national scale. 

• Data for Improvement: Standardized test results can provide valuable data to policymakers for 

identifying gaps in the education system and allocating resources more effectively. 

Conclusion 

The exam conducting policy of the government needs a quick revamp to build a more consultative and 

accommodative approach to manage the contradictions and flaws. Finally, the judiciary must bridge the gap 

left by bad governance and offer detailed recommendations that governments can follow in the near and 

medium term and the media should play the responsible role of holding all the states accountable even if 

they belong to the ruling party. At the same time, the long-term solution is improving schooling quality, 

decentralizing examinations, and institutionalizing strict oversight and governance to restore confidence 

and credibility. 

 

What are the key components that should be included in India’s national security 

doctrine to address current and emerging threats? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What are key components of India that can be included in NSS? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Recently, the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) made an interesting comment about the formulation of a National 

Security Strategy (NSS). 

Key Components of India's National Security Doctrine 

• Modernization of Armed Forces: Continuous investment in advanced technology, modern 

equipment, and training for the Army, Navy, and Air Force to enhance combat readiness and 

capability. The NSS is also a prerequisite for the operationalization of theatre commands and 

transformation. 

• Strategic Clarity and Guidance: A written NSS provides clear strategic direction and priorities for 

all security agencies, ensuring cohesive and coordinated efforts. 

• Intelligence Coordination: Enhanced coordination and real-time intelligence sharing between 

various intelligence agencies to ensure timely and effective responses to threats. 

• Surveillance Infrastructure: Expanding surveillance networks using drones, satellites, and 

advanced surveillance technologies to monitor borders and sensitive areas. 

• Infrastructure Development: Building and maintaining infrastructure along borders to facilitate 

quick mobilization and effective patrolling. 
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• Strategic Alliances: Building and maintaining strategic alliances with key global and regional 

powers to enhance security cooperation. 

• Indigenous Defense Production: Promoting self-reliance by encouraging indigenous production 

of defense equipment and reducing dependence on imports. 

• Disaster Preparedness: Developing comprehensive disaster management plans to deal with 

natural and man-made disasters. 

• Policy Reforms: Updating and enacting laws to address new security challenges such as 

cybercrime, terrorism, and espionage. 

• Awareness Campaigns: Conducting public awareness campaigns to educate citizens about 

security threats and the importance of vigilance. 

• Decision Making: Clear operational procedures and simple decision-making are the most 

important factors. A decentralized Directive Style of Command (DSOC) is eventually required to 

replace the system, which suffers from over-centralization. 

• Accountability: The current reviews by the Parliamentary Standing Committee and Auditor 

General are sub-optimal. They need support from net-assessment and statistical tools for periodic 

audits and dynamic goal setting. Using the NSS for peer review by think tanks can reduce ambiguity 

and enhance accountability. 

Conclusion 

Incorporating these components into India's national security doctrine will provide strategic clarity, 

operational efficiency, and a comprehensive approach to address both current and emerging threats. This 

doctrine should foster a "whole of nation" approach, build synergy across various sectors, and harness 

comprehensive national power (CNP). By doing so, India can ensure a secure and stable environment 

conducive to its growth and development in the increasingly complex global landscape 

 

What are the primary socio-economic challenges faced by the elderly population in India? 

What measures can be taken to improve the coverage and efficacy of programs for the 

elderly population? 
Introduction: Brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight the challenges and measures to improve the efficacy of programs related to the elderly. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

A study by HelpAge India of a cross-section of elders across the country found that only 15% of them had 

a source of income. India's growing elderly population faces a unique set of socio-economic challenges. 

Primary Socio-Economic Challenges Faced by the Elderly Population in India 

• Financial Insecurity: A large portion of the elderly lack formal pensions, relying on children or 

meager savings. This can lead to poverty, especially for widows or those with limited social support. 

• Healthcare Burden:  Increased chronic health issues and out-of-pocket medical expenses can be 

overwhelming, especially for the poor. Access to affordable and quality healthcare services remains 

a concern. 

• Social Isolation and Neglect:  Nuclear families becoming more common can lead to feelings of 

loneliness and isolation among the elderly. Additionally, neglect and abuse by caregivers are 

emerging problems. 

• Lack of Skill Development Opportunities:  Rapid economic changes leave many older adults 

without the skills needed for new employment opportunities. 

• Gender Disparity: Elderly women are particularly vulnerable due to factors like lower literacy 

rates, higher poverty rates, and limited inheritance rights. 

Measures to Improve Programs for the Elderly: 
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• Universal Pension Scheme: Expanding social security coverage and providing a minimum 

pension for all elderly can offer financial security. 

• Affordable Healthcare:  Subsidized medical insurance, geriatric care facilities, and doorstep 

healthcare services can improve access to healthcare. 

• Promoting Eldercare Awareness:  Public awareness campaigns and support groups can address 

social stigma and encourage intergenerational bonding. 

• Skilling and Re-skilling Initiatives:  Programs can equip seniors with relevant skills to re-enter 

the workforce or participate in income-generating activities. 

• Empowering Women:  Promoting women's education, financial independence, and inheritance 

rights can improve their well-being in old age. 

• Strengthening Legal Protections:  Laws against elder abuse and ensuring their property rights 

can create a safer environment. 

• Technology for Accessibility:  Investing in technology like telemedicine and digital literacy 

programs can bridge the digital divide and improve access to services. 

Conclusion 

India can ensure that its senior population lives with dignity and security during their golden years by 

putting these policies into place and building a stronger social safety net. 

 

Critically analyze how judicial interventions influence public perception and policy 

outcomes regarding reservations. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: How do judicial decisions influence public perceptions and policy outcomes on reservation? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Judicial interventions in India's reservation policies profoundly influence public perception and policy 

outcomes by balancing constitutional mandates with socio-political realities. The judiciary, through the 

"strict scrutiny" doctrine, often strikes down reservation policies deemed to exceed constitutional limits, 

as seen in the recent Patna High Court judgment that invalidated the 65% reservation in Bihar based on the 

2023 Caste Survey. 

Influencing Public Perception 

• Framing the Debate: Judicial interventions significantly influence public perception, often igniting 

debates on social justice and merit. Striking down expansive reservation policies can lead to public 

dissent and highlight societal tensions. For example, the nullification of reservations for Jats, 

Gujjars, Marathas, Patidars, and Muslims reflects deep-seated frustrations and complexities within 

India's caste dynamics. 

• Discourse on Merit and Efficiency: The judiciary's focus on merit and efficiency in administration 

often conflicts with the socio-political drive for broader inclusion. The insistence on maintaining 

the 50% cap, as seen in judgments like M.R. Balaji (1962) and Indra Sawhney (1992), aims to 

protect the integrity of merit-based systems. 

• Fueling Controversy: Judgments striking down quotas, like the Mandal Commission case (1990), 

can exacerbate social tensions and reinforce existing prejudices. 

Shaping Policy Outcomes 

• Setting Parameters: Judicial pronouncements shape policy outcomes by compelling governments 

to conform to constitutional parameters. The recent Patna High Court judgment highlighted the 

need for adherence to the 50% cap and rejected the notion of "proportionate representation," 

reinforcing the principle that reservation policies must be grounded in constitutional provisions 

rather than electoral compulsions. 
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• Enforcing Implementation: Courts can direct the government to implement reservation policies 

effectively, ensuring benefits reach intended beneficiaries. 

• Triggering Policy Shifts: Judicial scrutiny often leads to the refinement and reinforcement of 

reservation policies. For instance, the Supreme Court's intervention in the Maratha reservation 

case (2021) invalidated state laws granting reservations beyond the 50% cap. Such decisions 

compel state governments to adhere to constitutional limits, ensuring policies are not excessively 

skewed towards particular groups. This reinforces a standardized approach to reservations across 

different states. 

Conclusion 

The judiciary's role in reservation policies, therefore, acts as a check against potential overreach by the 

state, ensuring that such policies align with constitutional provisions. At the same time, it sparks public 

discourse on the efficacy and fairness of reservations, pushing society towards a more nuanced 

understanding of merit and social justice. This dual influence reinforces the judiciary's pivotal role in 

shaping both the legal and socio-political landscapes of reservation in India. 

 

Critically examine India’s foreign policy towards Myanmar in light of the ongoing political 

crisis and human rights violations. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Examine Indian foreign policy towards Myanmar and suggest new ways to deal with it. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's foreign policy towards Myanmar has been shaped by a combination of historical ties, geopolitical 

considerations, and strategic interests. The two countries share deep cultural and economic connections, 

and the 1,643 km long border makes Myanmar's stability crucial for India's northeastern states. 

India's Competing Concerns 

• Democracy and Human Rights: As the world's largest democracy, India has publicly expressed 

concern about the coup and ongoing human rights violations. 

• Strategic Interests: India shares a long border with Myanmar and views it as a crucial buffer 

against China's influence in the region. Additionally, India has invested heavily in infrastructure 

projects, particularly in the oil and gas sector within Myanmar, and relies on it for access to 

Southeast Asia. 

India's Balancing Act: 

• Rhetorical Condemnation: India has condemned the coup and called for a return to democracy. 

However, its statements haven't been as forceful as those from Western nations. 

• Maintaining Engagement: India has continued some level of engagement with the military junta, 

providing humanitarian aid and keeping diplomatic channels open. This approach aims to maintain 

some influence and prevent Myanmar from leaning entirely towards China. 

A New Policy Approach: Values and Interests 

• Promoting Democracy: India should leverage its democratic credentials to support Myanmar's 

pro-democracy groups and the National Unity Government (NUG) in replacing the military-drafted 

2008 constitution with a federal one. 

• Halting Weapon Sales: India should immediately stop all weapon sales to the Myanmar military. 

Ceasing these sales would signal India's commitment to not supporting the military's brutal tactics 

against civilians. 

• Humanitarian Outreach: India needs to open cross-border humanitarian corridors to assist 

civilians affected by the conflict in border regions like Sagaing, Chin, and northern Rakhine states. 
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Reinstating the Free Movement Regime (FMR) and collaborating with local and international NGOs 

can ensure effective aid delivery. 

• Protecting Asylum Seekers: India should stop detaining and deporting asylum seekers from 

Myanmar. Adhering to the principle of non-refoulement, which prevents sending refugees back to 

places where they face danger, and providing humane shelter would demonstrate India's 

commitment to humanitarian values. 

Conclusion 

India’s foreign policy towards Myanmar amidst the ongoing political crisis and human rights violations 

requires a balanced approach that integrates strategic interests with democratic values and human security. 

 

Evaluate the importance of connectivity and trade initiatives between India and 

Bangladesh in enhancing bilateral relations and regional stability. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the importance of trade and connectivity in enhancing bilateral relations 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Over the past ten years, Prime Ministers Sheikh Hasina and Narendra Modi have been unwavering in their 

efforts to strengthen the bilateral ties between Delhi and Dhaka and transform India and Bangladesh into 

valued allies. 

Enhancing Bilateral Relations 

• Increased Trade: Improved infrastructure like roads, railways, and waterways reduces 

transportation costs and time, leading to a surge in bilateral trade. This benefits businesses and 

consumers in both countries. 

• Mutual Cooperation: Working together on infrastructure projects fosters trust and cooperation 

between the two countries. This can lead to collaboration on other issues like security and water 

resource management. 

• Reduced Tensions: Trade and economic interdependence create a disincentive for conflict. Both 

nations benefit from a peaceful environment for trade to flourish. 

• Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA): Initiating negotiations on CEPA 

signifies a commitment to deepening economic ties, promoting free trade, and leveraging each 

other’s economic strengths. 

Promoting Regional Stability 

• Sub-regional Integration: The transformation of the India-Bangladesh economic relationship 

supports the integration of the eastern Subcontinent and the Bay of Bengal region, promoting 

regional stability through economic interdependence. 

• Defence Modernization and Cooperation: Modernizing the bilateral defense relationship, 

including defense industrial partnerships and collaboration between armed forces, strengthens 

regional security frameworks. 

• Collective Interests of the Global South: Expanded regional and international collaboration helps 

advocate for the interests of the Global South, fostering a cooperative global environment. 

• Shared Vision for the Future: The commitment to resolving issues like river water management 

and focusing on future potential indicates a forward-looking approach to bilateral and regional 

challenges. 

Conclusion 

Connectivity and trade initiatives between India and Bangladesh are vital for enhancing bilateral relations 

and ensuring regional stability. By focusing on unfinished connectivity agendas, initiating comprehensive 
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economic partnerships, and modernizing defense cooperation, both countries are setting a strong 

foundation for economic growth, security, and regional integration. 

 

Analyze the managerial and structural challenges within Indian Railways that impede the 

implementation of effective safety measures. 
Introduction: Give a brief contextual introduction 

Body: Highlight the managerial and structural challenges within Indian Railways 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The tragic accident involving the GFCJ container train and the 13174 Agartala-Sealdah Kanchanjunga 

Express highlights several managerial and structural challenges within Indian Railways that impede the 

implementation of effective safety measures. 

Managerial Challenges 

• Pattern of Blame: The tendency to assign blame to lower-level functionaries, such as the train 

crew or station master, repeats with each serious accident. This deflects attention from higher-

level managerial and systemic issues that require addressing. 

• Slow Implementation of Kavach: Despite recognizing the importance of the Kavach signaling 

system, its rollout has been sluggish. This slow pace indicates a lack of focus on safety projects and 

inadequate project management. 

• Understaffing in Safety-critical Roles: Significant vacancies in essential roles, such as loco pilots 

and assistant loco pilots, lead to overwork and stress among existing staff, increasing the likelihood 

of human error. 

• Delayed Recruitment: The delayed response to filling these vacancies, despite the evident need, 

points to a lack of proactive workforce planning and management. 

• Unclear Rules for Automatic Signal Failure: The lack of clear, well-drafted rules for handling 

automatic signal failures creates confusion and increases the risk of accidents. This ambiguity in 

safety protocols needs urgent resolution. 

Structural Challenges 

• Budget Constraints vs. Safety Investments: Although the Union government has significantly 

increased its investment in railways, ensuring that funds are effectively allocated to safety 

measures remains a challenge.  

• Capacity Building in Supporting Industry: The slow rollout of safety technologies like Kavach is 

partly attributed to limited industrial capacity. Indian Railways must actively support and 

incentivize the allied industry to build capacity and ensure timely implementation. 

• Utilization of AI and Digital Data: The lack of AI-enabled applications for safety analysis and 

alerts represents a missed opportunity. Effectively managing digital data from station loggers and 

locomotives can significantly enhance safety monitoring and proactive measures. 

• Safety Culture: There is a need to cultivate a culture that prioritizes safety over operational 

efficiency. This involves consistent training, awareness programs, and a top-down commitment to 

safety. 

• Fragmented Organizational Structure: The division into numerous zones and departments can 

lead to inconsistent safety practices and standards. A more integrated and coordinated approach 

is necessary for effective safety management. 

Conclusion 

By addressing these managerial and structural challenges, Indian Railways can create a more robust safety 

system. This requires a multi-pronged approach that involves investment, improved resource allocation, 

cultural shifts within the organization, and continuous technological advancements. 
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Evaluate the role of environmental impact assessments (EIA) in major infrastructural 

projects in ecologically sensitive areas, using the Great Nicobar Island project as an 

example. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the role of EIA in ecologically sensitive areas in major infrastructure projects 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The opposition parties have recently demanded an “immediate suspension” of all clearances granted to 

NITI Aayog’s mega project on Great Nicobar Island in the light of “violations of due process, legal and 

constitutional provisions protecting tribal communities, and the project’s disproportionate ecological 

and human cost.” Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) are intended to be a crucial tool for 

evaluating the environmental impact of major infrastructure projects, especially in ecologically sensitive 

areas.   

Role of EIAs in Ecologically Sensitive Areas 

• Impact on Endangered Species: EIAs should thoroughly assess potential environmental 

disruptions caused by the project. The island is home to indigenous tribes and critically 

endangered wildlife like the Shompen tribe and the Nicobar Megapode bird. 

• Habitat Loss: Large-scale construction can lead to deforestation and habitat destruction. 

• Water Resources: The project's impact on freshwater availability and potential pollution of 

waterways needs evaluation. 

• Informed Decision-Making: EIAs should provide data for decision-makers to weigh the project's 

economic benefits against its environmental costs. 

• Project Modification: The EIA could recommend changes to the project design to minimize its 

footprint or explore alternative locations. 

• Mitigation Strategies: The EIA could identify measures to lessen the project's environmental 

impact, like habitat restoration plans or wildlife corridors. 

• Public Participation:  A robust EIA process should include public consultations, ensuring that 

local communities have a voice and that their concerns are addressed.  

• Increased Transparency: Public participation fosters trust and transparency in the decision-

making process. 

• Identification of Local Issues: Local communities often have valuable knowledge about the 

ecosystem's vulnerabilities that might not be apparent in initial assessments. 

Conclusion 

The case of the Great Nicobar Island project illustrates the significant role of EIAs in identifying potential 

environmental and social impacts, proposing mitigation measures, and ensuring stakeholder participation. 

EIAs have the potential to play a vital role in ensuring sustainable development, especially in ecologically 

sensitive zones like Great Nicobar. However, the effectiveness of EIAs hinges on their thoroughness, 

transparency, and genuine consideration of public input. The Great Nicobar project exemplifies the need for 

robust EIAs to balance development needs with environmental protection. 

 

Discuss the role of the judiciary in protecting fundamental rights while respecting 

cultural and religious practices in India. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the role of the judiciary in protecting fundamental rights while respecting cultural and 

religious practices in India 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's rich tapestry of cultures and religions presents a unique challenge for the judiciary. It must uphold 

fundamental rights for all citizens while respecting deeply ingrained cultural and religious practices. 
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Recently, the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court allowed the resumption of “annadhanam” (offering 

free food) and “angapradakshanam” (circumambulation) at the final resting place of Nerur Sathguru 

Sadasiva Brahmendral on the eve of his Jeeva Samathi day. 

Protecting Fundamental Rights 

• Striking Down Discriminatory Practices: The judiciary can strike down cultural or religious 

practices that violate fundamental rights, particularly those related to gender equality. For 

example, the practice of Sati (widow burning) was outlawed as it violated the right to life. 

• Interpreting Religious Freedom: The judiciary interprets the right to freedom of religion (Article 

25) to ensure it doesn't infringe on other fundamental rights. For example, the practice of female 

genital mutilation (FGM) was deemed incompatible with the right to bodily integrity. 

• Ensuring Social Justice: The judiciary can use its power to promote social justice for 

disadvantaged groups within cultural and religious communities. For example, judgments have 

addressed unfair practices within personal laws related to inheritance and divorce. 

Respecting Cultural Practices 

• Right to Privacy and Spiritual Orientation: In a recent case involving the practice of 

"angapradakshanam" at Nerur Sathguru Sadasiva Brahmendral's final resting place the Madras 

High Court invoked the right to privacy as a fundamental right, linking it to spiritual orientation. 

• Balancing Rights with Practices: The judiciary avoids a rigid approach, recognizing the evolution 

of traditions. Practices deemed essential to a religion may be upheld even if they impact certain 

rights, as long as the impact is reasonable. For example, specific religious dietary restrictions might 

be accommodated in educational institutions. 

• Preserving Cultural Heritage: The judiciary acknowledges the right to cultural identity and the 

importance of preserving traditions. It seeks solutions that uphold fundamental rights without 

jeopardizing cultural heritage. For instance, allowing traditional forms of art and expression while 

ensuring they don't promote harmful stereotypes. 

Conclusion 

The judiciary in India plays a pivotal role in safeguarding fundamental rights while navigating the 

complexities of cultural and religious diversity. The case of "angapradakshanam" underscores the 

judiciary's responsibility to uphold constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion while promoting social 

harmony and rationality. By striking a balance between individual rights and societal norms, courts 

contribute to a dynamic legal framework that respects tradition yet embraces progress and modernity. 

 

What are some notable geological features and fossil sites in India, and why are they 

significant? How can improving geological literacy contribute to better conservation 

practices in India? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What are some notable geological features and fossil sites and how does geological literacy help 

in better conservation practices? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's geological heritage, characterized by unique geological features and fossil sites, holds immense 

scientific, educational, and cultural value. However, geo-conservation in India has lagged despite its 

significance and the progress made internationally. 

Notable Geological Features and Fossil Sites in India 



Mains Marathon Compilation June 2024 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

• Himalayas: Formed by the collision of the Indian and Eurasian plates, the Himalayas are crucial 

for studying plate tectonics, mountain-building processes, and seismic activity. They also play a 

vital role in influencing the region's climate and hydrology. 

• Western Ghats: A UNESCO World Heritage site and a biodiversity hotspot, the Western Ghats 

feature diverse geological formations, from ancient rocks to recent volcanic and sedimentary 

structures, crucial for studying ecological and evolutionary processes. 

• Dhala Crater: Located in Madhya Pradesh, this 1.5 to 2.5 billion-year-old crater is evidence of a 

celestial collision, offering clues about early Earth and the conditions that may have supported the 

beginnings of life. 

• Lonar Crater: A well-preserved impact crater in Maharashtra, recently dated to around 576,000 

years old, it provides valuable information about impact events and planetary science. 

• Deccan Traps: The Deccan Traps are significant for understanding volcanic activity and its impact 

on global climate and life. 

Importance of Geological Literacy for Conservation 

• Conservation:  Geological formations can be fragile ecosystems. Recognizing their significance 

fosters appreciation and promotes responsible practices like sustainable resource extraction and 

protection of vulnerable sites. 

• Disaster Management:  India is prone to earthquakes and landslides. Studying geological 

formations helps us understand these risks and implement better mitigation strategies. 

• Resource Exploration:  Geological knowledge is vital for locating mineral deposits, groundwater 

resources, and potential sites for renewable energy projects. 

• Education & Heritage:  Geological features connect us to Earth's history. Educating the public 

about these wonders fosters appreciation for our planet and its long journey. 

• Promotion of Geotourism: Geotourism can bring economic benefits to local communities and 

encourage the preservation of natural and cultural heritage, turning geological sites into 

educational and sustainable tourism attractions. 

Conclusion 

India's geological marvels and fossils offer a glimpse into the past and hold the key to a sustainable future. 

India needs to create an inventory of geo-sites, develop geo-conservation legislation, and establish a 

National Geo-Conservation Authority for effective conservation. 

 

How has India’s policy towards Tibet and the Tibetan refugees evolved since 1959? How 

can India balance its support for the Tibetan community with its diplomatic relations 

with China? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Evolution of India’s policy towards Tibet & how it maintains the balance between Tibetan 

Community & China. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's policy towards Tibet and Tibetan refugees has evolved significantly since 1959, shaped by 

geopolitical dynamics and domestic considerations. 

Evolution of India's Policy Towards Tibet and Tibetan Refugees 

• 1959 – Initial Refuge and Support: Following the 1959 Tibetan uprising, India granted asylum to 

the Dalai Lama and thousands of Tibetan refugees, allowing the establishment of the Tibetan 

Government-in-Exile in Dharamshala. This marked a significant humanitarian gesture by Prime 

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. 
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• 1960s – 1980s – Tensions and Pragmatism: The Sino-Indian War of 1962 strained relations 

between India and China & over the subsequent decades, India's policy oscillated between 

supporting the cultural and humanitarian needs of the Tibetan community and managing its 

complex relationship with China. 

• 1990s – Early 2000s – Diplomatic Engagement: During this period, India and China improved 

bilateral relations through high-level visits and confidence-building measures. India continued to 

support the Tibetan community while reaffirming its recognition of Tibet as an autonomous region 

of China. 

• Recent Developments: In recent years, the dynamics have become more nuanced, with India's 

policy reflecting a balance between humanitarian support for Tibetan refugees and strategic 

considerations vis-a -vis China. Issues like the Doklam standoff in 2017 and the Galwan Valley clash 

in 2020 have influenced India's approach to China and its handling of the Tibetan issue. 

Balancing Support for the Tibetan Community with Diplomatic Relations with China 

• Humanitarian and Cultural Support: India can continue to provide humanitarian aid and 

support to the Tibetan refugee community, ensuring their welfare and the preservation of their 

cultural heritage.  

• Non-Interference in Political Activities: While supporting the humanitarian needs of the Tibetan 

community, India can maintain a policy of non-interference in political activities against China.  

• Strategic Diplomacy: India can engage in strategic diplomacy by leveraging its relationship with 

the Tibetan community as a soft power tool while simultaneously pursuing confidence-building 

measures and dialogue with China to manage bilateral relations. 

• International Cooperation: Working with other countries and international organizations to 

advocate for the human rights and cultural preservation of Tibetans can help distribute the 

responsibility and reduce direct bilateral friction with China. 

• Clear Policy Framework: Developing a clear and consistent policy framework that outlines India's 

stance on Tibet and the Tibetan refugees can help manage expectations and reduce 

misunderstandings with China.  

Conclusion 

India can sustain its pivotal role in the region and worldwide arena by implementing these tactics, which 

will enable it to strike a balance between its diplomatic relations with China and its support for the Tibetan 

community. 

 

What are the primary lessons that contemporary Indian politics can draw from the 1975 

Emergency? How do these lessons influence current political practices and the 

safeguarding of democracy in India? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight lessons from Emergency and influence on current practices 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The 1975 Emergency in India, declared by then-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, is a significant event that has 

left a lasting impact on Indian politics. Article 352 of the Constitution provides for the proclamation of a 

national emergency on the grounds of internal disturbances, or threat to national security due to war or 

external aggression. 

Lessons from the 1975 Emergency 

• Importance of Independent Institutions: The Emergency exposed the vulnerability of a 

democracy when key institutions fail to act as checks and balances. A pliant judiciary and a 
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Parliament dominated by the ruling party allowed the erosion of fundamental rights. Today, an 

independent judiciary and a vibrant opposition are vital to prevent the concentration of power. 

• Vigilance Against Erosion of Civil Liberties:  The Emergency demonstrated the dangers of 

suspending basic rights like freedom of speech and assembly. Contemporary political practices 

must uphold these rights, even for dissenters. A strong civil society that questions and critiques the 

government is essential. 

• Eternal Vigilance is the Price of Liberty: The public's initial apathy towards the Emergency 

highlighted the need for constant vigilance. Active participation in the democratic process, 

informed citizenry and a free press are crucial to identify and resist any attempts to curtail 

freedoms. 

Influence on Current Practices 

• Judicial Activism: The Emergency's disregard for judicial review led to a more assertive judiciary 

in later years. Courts now play a more active role in protecting fundamental rights. 

• Strengthened Media: The memory of media censorship during the Emergency has fostered a 

more robust and independent media landscape, playing a vital role in holding the government 

accountable. 

• Electoral Process: The swift public backlash against the Emergency in the 1977 elections 

underscores the importance of free and fair elections. 

• Constitutional Safeguards: The aftermath of the Emergency saw amendments to the Constitution 

to make it harder to impose an emergency and suspend fundamental rights. 

• Strong Political Opposition: A healthy opposition keeps the ruling party in check and prevents 

authoritarian tendencies. 

• Public Awareness: Education about the Emergency and its consequences helps citizens recognize 

and resist threats to democracy 

Conclusion 

The Emergency serves as a stark reminder of the need to protect the rights and freedoms of individuals in 

any society. 

 

How has the role of the Leader of the Opposition evolved in the Indian parliamentary 

system? What are the key responsibilities of the LoP in ensuring democratic governance? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: How has the role of LoP evolved in India and what is its role in democratic governance? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The 2024 general election is historic as it resulted in the largest Opposition numerically in the Lok Sabha, 

possibly the largest in the House's history. In the 16th and 17th Lok Sabhas, there was no LoP due to a 

direction from the Speaker issued in the 1950s, which requires a party to have a minimum of 10% of the 

members in the House to gain recognition as an official party. 

Evolution of the Role 

• Initially Symbolic (Pre-1977): Following the Westminster model, the LoP's role was largely 

ceremonial, with limited powers and a focus on criticizing government policies. 

• Towards Constructive Engagement (Post-1977): The experience of the Emergency highlighted 

the need for a stronger opposition. The role evolved towards offering constructive criticism, 

participating in policy discussions, and holding the government accountable. 

• Formal Recognition (1977 Onwards): Amendments to rules and practices have accorded the LoP 

a more prominent position. Facilities, staff, and opportunities to participate in parliamentary 

proceedings have been enhanced. 
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Key Responsibilities for Democratic Governance 

• Holding the Government Accountable: The LoP is the chief critic of the government, scrutinizing 

its policies, raising questions during debates, and exposing any wrongdoings. This ensures 

transparency and keeps the government on its toes. 

• Providing an Alternative Vision: The LoP acts as a voice for the non-ruling parties, presenting 

alternative policy perspectives and highlighting issues of concern to the opposition. This fosters 

healthy debate and keeps the government from becoming complacent. 

• Facilitating the Smooth Functioning of Parliament: Despite their adversarial role, the LoP plays 

a vital role in ensuring the smooth functioning of Parliament. This includes constructive 

participation in discussions, cooperation on procedural matters, and maintaining decorum in the 

House. 

• Leading the Opposition Parties: The LoP acts as a unifying figure for the opposition parties, 

building consensus and strategizing on how to effectively challenge the government. This 

strengthens the opposition's voice in Parliament. 

Conclusion 

The post of the Leader of the Opposition in the Indian Parliament has been a statutory position since 1977. 

By holding the government accountable, providing an alternative vision, and facilitating a healthy 

opposition, the LoP plays a critical role in safeguarding democratic values. 

 

Discuss the impact of cross-border terrorism on India’s internal security and the 

measures taken by India to counter this threat. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the impact of cross-border terrorism on Internal security & measures taken to counter 

this threat. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Reasi terrorist attack of June 9, shows that cross-border terrorism poses a significant threat to India's 

internal security in several ways. 

Impact of Cross-Border Terrorism on India's Internal Security 

• Loss of Life and Property: Terrorist attacks target civilians and security forces, leading to 

casualties and injuries. This creates a climate of fear and disrupts normalcy. 

• Destabilization of Regions: Infiltration of militants from across the border fuels insurgencies and 

secessionist movements, particularly in Jammu and Kashmir. This weakens the government's 

control and undermines national unity. 

• Strained Communal Harmony: Terrorist attacks often target specific communities, leading to 

social tension and communal violence. 

• Economic Disruption: Tourism and investment are deterred by security concerns, impacting 

economic growth. Infrastructure damage due to attacks further strains resources. 

• Erosion of Public Confidence: Repeated terrorist attacks can erode public trust in the 

government's ability to ensure security. 

• Security Forces' Morale: Continuous threats from cross-border terrorism affect the morale of 

security forces, necessitating heightened vigilance and operational readiness. 

Measures Taken by India to Counter Cross-Border Terrorism 

• Strengthening Border Security: This includes physical barriers like fencing, improved 

surveillance with technology, and increased deployment of security forces. 
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• Intelligence Gathering and Sharing: Enhanced intelligence gathering helps identify and track 

terrorist activities. India cooperates with international agencies and friendly nations for 

information sharing. 

• Law Enforcement Measures: Anti-terrorism laws empower authorities to investigate, arrest, and 

prosecute terrorists. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) focuses on investigating major terror 

attacks. 

• Multilateral Diplomacy: India actively participates in international forums to build consensus 

against terrorism and isolate countries supporting it. 

• Modernization of Security Forces: Equipping security forces with advanced weaponry, training, 

and equipment improves their ability to counter terrorist threats. 

• Addressing Root Causes: India addresses social and economic factors that might make some 

vulnerable to radicalization. 

Conclusion 

India's fight against cross-border terrorism requires a multi-pronged approach, including continuous 

improvement in border security, robust intelligence gathering, and international cooperation. 

 

Analyze the benefits and challenges associated with high-speed train services. Propose 

measures to ensure the financial viability and widespread adoption of high-speed train 

services in India. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight benefits & challenges associated with high-speed trains & measures to ensure the 

financial viability and widespread adoption of high-speed train services. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The introduction of Vande Bharat trains by Indian Railways has been both innovative and ambitious, aiming 

to revolutionize travel between major cities. However, the initiative has faced challenges related to 

patronage on certain routes, leading to financial losses. 

Benefits of High-Speed Rail in India 

• Reduced Travel Time: High-speed trains significantly cut down travel time between major cities, 

promoting faster movement of people and goods. This can foster business opportunities and 

regional integration. 

• Reduced Congestion: By attracting passengers away from airplanes and cars, high-speed rail can 

ease traffic congestion on roads and air routes, particularly on busy routes. 

• Improved Connectivity: High-speed rail can connect previously underserved regions, promoting 

balanced development and access to opportunities. 

Challenges of High-Speed Rail in India 

• Low Patronage on Certain Routes: At least 10 out of 51 origin-destination pairs for Vande Bharat 

trains have reported very low patronage, resulting in estimated losses of around ₹100 crore. This 

highlights the importance of conducting a thorough demand analysis before launching new 

services. 

• Financial Viability: Indian Railways faces significant financial implications due to operational 

costs and low revenue generation from underutilized routes.  

• Ticket Pricing and Passenger Behavior: Second-class passengers accustomed to lower fares may 

not readily switch to higher-priced air-conditioned services offered by Vande Metro trains, posing 

a challenge to revenue generation. 

Measures 
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• Optimized Pricing Strategy: Implement a flexible pricing strategy that considers market demand 

and affordability while ensuring revenue sustainability. 

• Integration with Existing Services: Integrate Vande Metro services strategically with existing 

Express/Mail, ordinary trains, and EMU/MEMU services to complement rather than compete.  

• Operational Efficiency: Optimize operational efficiency to minimize costs without compromising 

service quality. This includes efficient scheduling, maintenance practices, and energy management 

to reduce operational expenses. 

• Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): Explore PPP models to share risks and investments in 

infrastructure development and operation of Vande Metro trains.  

Conclusion 

By implementing these measures, India can overcome the challenges and unlock the potential of high-speed 

rail for economic growth, improved connectivity, and a more sustainable transportation system. 

 

Examine the socio-economic factors contributing to the discrimination against married 

women in the workplace, using the Foxconn case as an example. (250 words) 

Introduction: Contextual Introduction  

Body: What are socio economic factors contributing to discrimination against married women? 

Conclusion: Way Forward  

The recent report of Foxconn allegedly not hiring married women is shocking, but not surprising. 

Socioeconomic factors and traditional gender roles can contribute to discrimination against married 

women in the workplace. 

Socioeconomic Factors 

• Expectation of Childcare: Societal norms often portray married women as primary caregivers, 

leading to biases against their work commitment or availability for overtime. Employers may 

perceive them as less dedicated or reliable due to potential childcare responsibilities. 

• Lack of Workplace Support: The absence of adequate childcare facilities or inflexible work hours 

can create a significant barrier for married women. Balancing work and family becomes difficult, 

forcing them to choose between career progression and childcare. 

• Exacerbating the Gender Pay Gap: Preexisting gender pay gaps can be amplified for married 

women. Employers might undervalue their work based on assumptions about their family 

priorities, perpetuating a cycle of unequal compensation. 

• Legal and Regulatory Frameworks: The strength and enforcement of legal and regulatory 

frameworks play a crucial role in addressing workplace discrimination. In some regions where 

Foxconn operates, labor laws and anti-discrimination regulations may be weak or poorly enforced, 

allowing discriminatory practices to persist. 

Conclusion  

These factors restrict married women's participation in the workforce, limiting their economic 

opportunities and professional growth. The Foxconn case highlights the need for a multifaceted approach 

to dismantle these barriers. Companies can implement policies promoting work-life balance, while 

governments can strengthen legal frameworks and invest in childcare infrastructure. Ultimately, 

dismantling gender stereotypes and promoting equal opportunities are crucial for ensuring a level playing 

field for all workers. 
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Evaluate the institutional readiness for the implementation of the new criminal codes in 

India. What are the potential challenges? (250 words) 

Introduction: Contextual Introduction  

Body: Institutional readiness & challenges of new criminal codes. 

Conclusion: Way Forward  

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the Bharatiya 

Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) will replace the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC), the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

1973 (CrPC), and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (IEA) respectively. 

Evaluation of Institutional Readiness 

• Vague Provisions: The ambiguity in certain provisions, such as those concerning "false and 

misleading information" and "acts endangering sovereignty," raises concerns about potential 

misuse and misinterpretation, which necessitates clear guidelines and robust training. 

• Engagement with Civil Society: Active engagement with civil society, legal experts, and human 

rights organizations is crucial to ensure that the new laws are implemented in a manner that 

respects civil liberties and human rights. 

• Prison System Preparedness: The changes, including longer durations of police custody, will 

impact the prison system, necessitating infrastructural adjustments and training for prison 

officials. 

• Expanded Police Powers: Provisions like the extended police custody under Section 187 of the 

BNSS could lead to potential abuses of power, necessitating stringent oversight mechanisms. The 

police need clear protocols and continuous monitoring to prevent misuse. 

 

Potential Challenges 

• Lack of Comprehensive Assessment:The absence of a reliable and independent assessment of 

institutional preparedness is a major concern.  

• Resource Constraints:Adequate funding and skilled personnel are critical for training and 

implementing the new laws. 

• Infrastructure Upgrades: Upgrading court facilities, prison infrastructure, and technological 

systems requires substantial investment and time. 

• Legal and Procedural Confusion:The transitional provisions in the new laws lack clarity, leading 

to potential confusion regarding the applicability of the old and new laws in ongoing cases. This 

can result in judicial confusion and contradictory judgments. 

Conclusion  

While the new criminal codes aim to modernize India's criminal justice system, the readiness of institutions 

to implement these changes is questionable. The potential for confusion and misuse of expanded police 

powers, coupled with the lack of a comprehensive assessment of preparedness, suggests that the 

implementation should be postponed. A thorough and independent audit of the readiness of criminal justice 

institutions across the states is imperative to ensure a smooth and effective transition. 

 

 

 

 

 


