
 
 

MONTHLY  

EPIC! 
Supplementary reading material for MGP and Current Affairs classes of 

ForumIAS Academy 

 
 
 

 AN EXCLUSIVE CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE FOR 

 PRELIMS + MAINS 
PREPARATION 

 

July 2024 
 
 



 

Forum  Learning Centre:  Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New  Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com  | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

2 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 students in Top 5, 6 students in Top 10 , 30 students in Top 50  and 57 students in Top 100 Ranks List of 
CSE 2023 are ForumIAS Academy students.  

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy
https://academy.forumias.com/


 

Forum  Learning Centre:  Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New  Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com  | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

3 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Focus Article  .................................................................................................................................................................................. 6 
Union Budget 2024 - 25 ........................................................................................................................................................ 6 

General Studies Paper I  ........................................................................................................................................................... 13 
1. ¸ŭđűđŭƒıŊħ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇VđőŃőħıćîŃ̇\đŭıŹîħđ ........................................................................................................... 13 
2. Gender Perspective on Heatwaves  ...................................................................................................................14 
3. ¿žŪŭđŉđ̇7őžŭŹ˾ű̇lžčħŉđŊŹ̇őŊ̇»ıħĭŹ̇őĦ̇=ıƒőŭćđč̇wžűŃıŉ̇áőŉđŊ̇Źő̇wîıŊŹđŊîŊćđ ....................... 15 
4. Rising Water Stress and Status of Hydropower Generation in India  ................................................... 18 

General Studies Paper II  ......................................................................................................................................................... 19 
1. wîčŭîű̇\ıħĭ̇7őžŭŹ˾ű̇lžčħŉđŊŹ̇őŊ̇Angapradakshinam  and Essential Religious Practices  ........... 19 
2. Holding General Election in a Single Phase  ................................................................................................. 20 
3. Gram Nyayalayas  ....................................................................................................................................................21 
4. The Debate on Making Education a State Subject  ...................................................................................... 22 
5. The Issue of Reservation of Jobs for Locals  .................................................................................................. 24 
6. Issues with the Statutory Regulatory Authorities in India  ....................................................................... 26 
7. Çĭđ̇=đĆîŹđ̇őƒđŭ̇76`˾ű̇lžŭıűčıćŹıőŊ .................................................................................................................. 27 
8. Issues Faced by Gig Workers  ............................................................................................................................. 28 
9. India - Russia Relationship  .................................................................................................................................... 29 
10. India - Bangladesh Relationship  .......................................................................................................................... 33 
11. Indian Migrants in Gulf Countries .................................................................................................................... 35 

General Studies Paper III ........................................................................................................................................................38 
1. Economic Survey 2023 - 24: Key Highlights  ...................................................................................................38 
2. Financial Stability Report by the RBI  ............................................................................................................... 42 
3. Improving the Manufacturing Sector in India  .............................................................................................. 44 
4. Importance of Buffer Stocks in Managing Inflation  ...................................................................................46 
5. Draft National Policy on FPOs  ........................................................................................................................... 47 
6. National Quantum Mission  .................................................................................................................................49 
7. Impact of PESA on Forest Conservation  ........................................................................................................ 51 
8. `űűžđű̇ƓıŹĭ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇ ĦĦőŭđűŹîŹıőŊ̇wđîűžŭđű ................................................................................................... 52 
9. Criticism of Global Climate Action Framework in the Economic Survey ............................................ 54 
10. Cross- border Terrorism in India  ...................................................................................................................... 55 
11. Stampede Disasters and NDMA Guidelines on Crowd Management  ................................................... 57 

Factly  .............................................................................................................................................................................................. 61 

Polity  ............................................................................................................................................................................................... 61 
1. Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha  ....................................................................................................................... 61 
2. Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha  .............................................................................................................. 61 
3. Oath of Lok Sabha MPs  .......................................................................................................................................... 62 
4. Verification of EVM Burnt Memory  ....................................................................................................................63 
5. Cabinet Committees  ...............................................................................................................................................64 
6. Amendments to the Administrative Powers of the Lieutenant Governor of J&K  ...................................64 

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum  Learning Centre:  Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New  Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com  | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

4 

 

7. ¿ŹîŹđű̇7îŊ˾Ź̇ ŃŹđŭ̇Źĭđ̇¿ćĭđčžŃđč̇7îűŹđ̇qıűŹ̇¸žĆŃıűĭđč̇ÌŊčđŭ̇ ŭŹıćŃđ̇ʽʾʻ˘̇¿7 ..........................................65 
8. Defamation Case Against Wikipedia  ...................................................................................................................65 
9. Rules and Regulations Governing Conduct of Civil Servants  ...................................................................... 66 
10. Enemy Agent Ordinance (J&K)  ............................................................................................................................. 67 
11. Co- habitation in France ......................................................................................................................................... 67 

Policy  ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 68 
1. SEHER Programme ................................................................................................................................................68 
2. Drone Didi Initiative  ............................................................................................................................................ 69 
3. Sampoornata Abhiyan  .......................................................................................................................................... 69 
4. The Telecommunications Act, 2023  ................................................................................................................ 70 
5. Krishi Sakhi Convergence Programme  ............................................................................................................ 71 
6. eSakshya App ............................................................................................................................................................ 71 
7. National Forensic Infrastructure Enhancement Scheme (NFIES)  ......................................................... 72 

Economy  ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 72 
1. Money Mule  ............................................................................................................................................................. 72 
2. ¿ŹîŹžű̇őĦ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇AƔŹđŭŊîŃ̇=đĆŹ .......................................................................................................................... 73 
3. RBI Joins Project Nexus........................................................................................................................................ 74 
4. Slowdown in Remittances  ................................................................................................................................... 74 
5. Utilizing GST Data for Analysing Consumption Trend  .............................................................................. 75 
6. 53rd GST Council Meeting  ................................................................................................................................... 76 
7. Trend of Production and Consumption of Cereals in India  ..................................................................... 76 
8. Container Port Performance Index, 2023  ...................................................................................................... 77 
9. Vadhavan Port Project  .......................................................................................................................................... 78 
10. Digital Bharat Nidhi ............................................................................................................................................... 79 
11. Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises  .............................................................................. 79 

International Relations ........................................................................................................................................................... 80  
1. World Refugee Day  ............................................................................................................................................... 80 
2. Mutual Evaluation of India Report by FATF  .................................................................................................. 81 
3. Resolve Tibet Act of the US  ................................................................................................................................ 82 
4. SCO Summit ............................................................................................................................................................ 82 
5. European Council  ..................................................................................................................................................83 
6. ¸ŭıŉđ̇wıŊıűŹđŭ˾ű̇àıűıŹ̇Źő̇ žűŹŭıî ....................................................................................................................... 84 

Science and Technology  ..........................................................................................................................................................84 
1. ŪĭđŃıőŊ̇˭AîŭŹĭ˾ű̇~ŭĆıŹˮ ....................................................................................................................................... 84 
2. Miniature Satellites  ............................................................................................................................................... 85 
3. Global IndiaAI Summit 2024  ............................................................................................................................... 85 
4. Use of Drones to Provide 5G Connectivity ....................................................................................................86 
5. Snowblind Malware  ............................................................................................................................................... 87 
6. Issues in Implementation of Kavach System  ................................................................................................ 87 
7. Junk DNA ..................................................................................................................................................................88 
8. Electroencephalogram/Electroencephalography (EEG)  ..........................................................................88 
9. Brain Implant to Control Epileptic Seizures  .................................................................................................89 
10. Mitochondrial Diseases and Mitochondrial Donation  .............................................................................. 90 
11. Polio Vaccine  ........................................................................................................................................................... 91 

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum  Learning Centre:  Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New  Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com  | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

5 

 

12. Theories of Evolution of Life on Earth and the Last Universal Common Ancestor (LUCA)  .......... 91 

Environment  ................................................................................................................................................................................ 92 
1. Rising Frequency of Wildfires in the Arctic ................................................................................................... 92 
2. Impact of Increased Concentration of CO 2 in the Atmosphere on Rainfall  ........................................93 
3. ~xV7˾ű̇¸ŃîŊű̇Źő̇ ćĭıđƒđ̇xđŹ̇êđŭő̇Ćƕ̇ʼʺʽ˂ ..................................................................................................94 
4. The High Seas Treaty ............................................................................................................................................94 
5. ÌxA¿7~˾ű̇`ŊıŹıîŹıƒđű̇Ħőŭ̇ ččŭđűűıŊħ̇qîŊč̇=đħŭîčîŹıőŊ...........................................................................95 
6. Bio- Bitumen .............................................................................................................................................................95 
7. Great Indian Bustard Conservation Plan  ...................................................................................................... 96 
8. Impact of Coal Mining on Miners and Local Residents  ............................................................................. 97 
9. Impact of Air Pollution on Mortality  ................................................................................................................ 97 
10. Benefits of Biomass Briquettes  ..........................................................................................................................98 

History, Art and Culture  ........................................................................................................................................................ 98 
1. Revival of the Nalanda University  .....................................................................................................................98 
2. Bhojshala Complex  ............................................................................................................................................... 99 
3. Abhay Mudra  .......................................................................................................................................................... 99 
4. Samayapurathu Mariamman Temple  ............................................................................................................100 
5. Criteria for Classical Language ......................................................................................................................... 101 
6. Bankim Chandra Chatterjee  ............................................................................................................................. 102 
7. Abdul Hamid  .......................................................................................................................................................... 102 
8. World Craft City and World Craft Council  .................................................................................................. 102 

Miscellaneous  ............................................................................................................................................................................103 
1. Deep Drilling Project ........................................................................................................................................... 103 
2. Falling Snow Persistence in the Ganga, Indus and Brahmaputra River Basins ................................ 104 
3. UN Report on Indian and Global Population Projection  ......................................................................... 105 
4. UN Sustainable Development Goal Report 2024  ....................................................................................... 105 
5. UN Global Principles for Information Integrity  ......................................................................................... 106 
6. UN Water Convention  ........................................................................................................................................ 107 
7. Gallantry Awards  .................................................................................................................................................. 107 

Pointly  ..........................................................................................................................................................................................108 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum  Learning Centre:  Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New  Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com  | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

6 

 

Focus Article  
 

Union Budget 2024 - 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the macro -economic highlights of the 
Budget  2024- 25? 
¶ Total Receipts : For FY2024- 25, the total receipts  

(other than borrowings ) are estimated  at INR 32.07 
lakh crore . The gross and net market borrowings 
through dated securities are estimated at  INR 14.01 
lakh crore  and INR 11.63 lakh cro re respectively. Net 
tax receipts  are estimated at INR 25.83 lakh crore . 
¶ The total expenditure  has been estimated to be  INR 

48.21 lakh crore . 
¶ Fiscal Deficit : It  has been estimated at  4.9% of GDP. 
¶ Inflation Target : `Ŋčıî˾ű̇ıŊĦŃîŹıőŊ̇ćőŊŹıŊžđű̇Źő̇Ćđ̇

low, stable and moving towards the  4% target. Core 
inflation (non - food, non - fuel) is  3.1% at present . 
¶ `Ŋčıî˾ű̇đćőŊőŉıć̇ħŭőƓŹĭ̇ıű̇đƔŪđćŹđč̇Źő̇Ćđ̇ŭőĆžűŹ̇čđűŪıŹđ̇ħŃőĆîŃ̇ĭđîčƓıŊčű˖̇ 

 
What are the 9 priority areas of Budget 2024 -25 to achieve the goal of  Viksit Bharat ? 
Priority 1 : Productivity and Resilience in Agriculture  
¶ Transforming Agriculture Research : The focus will be on raising the productivity  and developing climate 

resilient  varieties . Funding will be provided in challenge mode , including to the private sector.  

News: The Union Minister for Finance presented the Budget for FY20 24- 25 in the Parliament . 

Source: India Budget. Sources of revenue and expenditure (as % of total). 
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¶ Release of New Varieties : 109 new high - yielding and 
climate - resilient varieties  of 32 field and horticulture 
crops  will be released for cultivation by farmers.  
¶ Natural Farming : In the next two years,  1 crore 

farmers across the country  will be initiated into 
natural farming supported by certification and 
branding.  
¶ Missions for Pulses and Oilseeds : A strategy is being 
ŪžŹ̇ıŊ̇ŪŃîćđ̇Źő̇îćĭıđƒđ̇˽Atmanirbharta ˾̇Ħőŭ̇őıŃ̇űđđčű̇
such as mustard,  groundnut,  sesame, soybean, and 
sunflower.  
¶ Digital Public Infrastructure for Agriculture : Digital 

crop survey for Kharif  season using the DPI will be 
taken up in 400 districts. The  details of 6 crore farmers  and their lands will be brought into the farmer and 
land registries. The issuance of Jan Samarth based Kisan Credit Cards will be enabled in 5 states.  
¶ Shrimp Production & Export : Financial support for setting up a network of Nucleus Breeding Centres  for 

Shrimp Broodstocks  will be provided. Financing for shrimp farming, processing and export will be facilitated 
through NABARD.  
¶ National Cooperation Policy : A National Cooperation Policy  will be brought for systematic, orderly and all -

round development of the cooperative sector.  
 
Priority 2 : Employment & Skilling  
¶ Employment Linked Incentive : 3 schemes for 
˽AŉŪŃőƕŉđŊŹ̇ qıŊŀđč̇ `ŊćđŊŹıƒđ˾ will be based on 
enrolment in the EPFO, with focus on recognition of 
first - time employees, and support to employees and 
employers.  These will be Scheme A  for f irst t imers , 
Scheme B for Job Creation in Manufacturing  and 
Scheme C for  Support to Employers . 
¶ Participation of Women in the Workforce : It  will be 

facilitated through setting up of  working women˾ű 
hostels  in collaboration with the industry and 
establishment of creches . In addition, partnership 
will seek to  organize women -specific skilling programmes , and promotion of market  access for women 
SHG enterprises.  
¶ Skilling Programme : A new centrally sponsored scheme will be launched to  skill 20 lakh youth over a 5 -

year period.  1,000 Industrial Training Institutes  (ITIs) will be upgraded in hub and spoke arrangements with 
outcome orientation.  
¶ Skilling Loans : The Model Skill Loan Scheme will be revised to  facilitate loans of up to INR 7.5 lakh with a 

guarantee from a Government promoted Fund. This measure is expected to help 25,000 students every year.  
¶ Education Loans : Financial support will be provided for loans  up to INR 10 lakh for higher education in 

domestic  institutions. e - vouchers for this purpose will be given directly to 1 lakh students every year for  
annual interest subvention of 3 % of the loan amount.  
¶ Internship in Top Companies : A comprehensive scheme for providing  internship opportunities  to 1 crore 

youth  in top 500 companies in 5 years will be launched. They will gain exposure for 12 months to real - life 
business environment, varied professions and employment opportunities.  An internship allowance of INR 
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5,000 per month along with a one - time assistance of INR 6,000 will be provided. Companies will be expected 
to bear the training cost and 10% of the internship cost from their CSR funds . 

 
Priority 3 : Inclusive Human Resource Development and Social Justice  
¶ Saturation approach : Saturation approach will be adopted to cover all eligible people through various 

programmes including those for education and health . It will  empower them by improving their capabilities.  
o Implementation of schemes meant for supporting economic activities by craftsmen, artisans, SHGs, SC/ST  

and women entrepreneurs, and street vendors, such as PM Vishwakarma, PM SVANidhi, National 
Livelihood Missions, and Stand - Up India will be stepped up.  

¶ Purvodaya : It is a plan  for the all - round development of the  eastern region of the country  covering Bihar,  
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. It will cover infrastructure, development of human 
resource and generation of economic opportunities to make the region an engine to attain Viksit  Bharat . 
¶ Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act : In FY2024- 25, INR 15,000 crore will be arranged, with additional 

amounts in future years. Provisions have been made for f inancing and early completion of  the Polavaram 
Irrigation Project  and Grants for backward regions of Rayalaseema, Prakasam and North Coastal Andhra.  
¶ PM Awas Yojana: Three crore additional houses  under the PM Awas Yojana in rural and urban areas will be 

provided . 
¶ Women - led development : For promoting women - led development, the Budget carries an allocation of more 

than  INR 3 lakh crore  for schemes benefitting women and girls.  
¶ Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan : It  aims to improve the socio - economic condition of tribal 

communities, by adopting saturation coverage for tribal families in tribal - majority villages and aspirational 
districts. It  will cover  63,000 villages benefitting 5 crore tribal people.  
¶ Bank Branches in the North -Eastern Region : More than  100 branches of India Post Payment Bank  will be 

set up in the North East region to expand the banking services.  
 
Priority 4 : Manufacturing & Services  
¶ Support for promotion of MSMEs : The main 

initiatives include Credit Guarantee Scheme for 
MSMEs in the Manufacturing Sector, new 
assessment model for MSME credit, Credit Support 
to MSMEs during stress period, enhanced Mudra 
Loans, SIDBI branches in MSME clusters and 50 
MSME Units for Food Irradiation, Quality & Safety 
Testing.  
¶ Industrial Parks : Development of investment -
ŭđîčƕ̇˻ŪŃžħ̇îŊč̇ŪŃîƕ˼̇ıŊčžűŹŭıîŃ̇Ūîŭŀű̇ƓıŹĭ̇ćőŉŪŃđŹđ̇
infrastructure in or near 100 cities  will be 
undertaken . Twelve industrial parks under the National Industrial Corridor Development Programme  will 
be sanctioned.  
¶ Critical Mineral Mission : Critical Mineral Mission for domestic production, recycling of critical minerals, 

and overseas acquisition of critical mineral assets will be launched.  
¶ Digital Public Infrastructure Applications : DPI applications for productivity gains, business opportunities, 

and innovation are planned in the areas of  credit,  e- commerce,  education, health, law and justice, logistics, 
MSME, services delivery,  and urban governance.  
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¶ Debt Recovery and IBC : Steps for reforming and strengthening debt recovery tribunals will be taken. 
Additional tribunals will be established. Out of those, some will be notified to decide cases exclusively under 
the Companies Act.  

 
Priority 5 : Urban Development  
¶ Cities as Growth Hubs and Creative redevelopment 

of Cities : Policies will be formulated for achievement 
of both these initiatives.  
¶ Transit Oriented Development  (TOD): TOD plans 

for  14 large cities with  population above 30 lakh will 
be formulated, along with an implementation and 
financing strategy.  
¶ Urban Housing : Under the PM Awas Yojana Urban 

2.0, housing needs of 1 crore urban poor and middle -
class families  will be addressed with an investment 
of INR 10 lakh crore . This will include the central 
assistance of INR 2.2 lakh crore in the next 5 years.  
¶ Street Markets : The development of  ʻʺʺ̇ƓđđŀŃƕ̇˽haats˾̇őŭ̇űŹŭđđŹ̇Ħőőč̇ĭžĆű in select cities  will be undertaken . 

 
Priority 6 : Energy Security  
¶ Initiatives with Private Sector in Nuclear Energy : The Government will partner with private sector to set 

up Bharat Small Reactors , R&D of Bharat Small Modular Reactor  and newer technologies for nuclear energy.  
¶ PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana : It  has been launched to install rooftop solar plants to enable 1 crore 

households to obtain  free electricity up to 300 units every month. The scheme has generated remarkable 
response with more than  1.28 crore registrations  and 14 lakh applications.  
¶ Pumped Storage Policy : A policy for promoting pumped storage projects will be  brought out for electricity 

storage and facilitating smooth integration of the growing share of renewable energy (with its variable & 
intermittent nature ) in the overall energy mix.  

 
Priority 7 : Infrastructure  
¶ Provisions for Infrastructure : Provision o f INR 

11,11,111 crore for infrastructure (3.4% of GDP)  has 
been made. Provision o f INR 1.5 lakh crore has been 
made to States as long term interest free loans . 
¶ Irrigation and Flood Mitigation : Financial support 

for projects with estimated cost o f INR 11,500 crore 
such as the Kosi- Mechi link  and 20 other ongoing 
and new schemes  will be provided . 

 
Priority 8 : Innovation, Research & Development  
¶ Anusandhan National Research Fund : The Fund for basic research and prototype development  will be 

operationalized . 
¶ Private Sector Driven Research : Private sector - driven research and innovation at commercial scale with a 

financing pool o f INR 1 lakh crore will be facilitated . 
¶ Space Economy : A venture capital fund o f INR 1,000 crore  is to be set up . 
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Priority 9 : Next Generation Reforms  
¶ Rural & Urban Land Related Actions : Unique Land 

Parcel Identification Number or  Bhu-Aadhaar  for all 
lands will be launched . Land records in urban 
areas will be  digitized  with  GIS mapping. 
¶ NPS Vatsalya : A plan for contribution by parents 

and guardians for  minors  will be launched . On 
attaining the age of majority, the plan can be 
converted seamlessly into a  normal NPS account.  
¶ Taxonomy for Climate Finance : The availability of 

capital for climate  adaptation  and mitigation  related 
investments  will be enhanced.  

 
What are the Tax related Proposals in the Budget 2024 -25? 
¶ Sector Specific Customs Duty Proposals : 

Comprehensive review of the rate structure for ease 
of trade, removal of duty inversion and reduction of 
disputes  will be undertaken . 
¶ Rationalisation of Capital Gains : Under the new 

proposal, short - term gains on financial assets will  
attract  20% tax, long- term gains on all financial an d 
non- financial assets will  attract a tax rate of  12.5% 
and the exemption limit for capital gains on financial 
assets will be increased to INR 1.25 lakhs per year.  
¶ Simplifying New Tax Regime : Standard Deduction 

for salaried employees  will be increased fro m INR 
50,000 t o INR 75,000. The deduction on family 
pension for pensioners will be increased from  INR 
15,000 to INR 25,000. 

 

Source: India Budget. Indirect Tax Proposal of Budget 2024 -25. The proposals will have several benefits like affordable 
medicines, support green transition (solar panels), enhance marine exports, boost strategic sectors (critical minerals) and 
improve domestic value addition.  
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What are the positives aspects of the Budget 2024 -25? 
¶ Focus on Youth : Incentives have been   provided to 

first time employees and employers with an outlay o f 
INR 10,000 crore ; internships with an outlay o f INR 
2,000 crore  and emphasis has been put on the 
aspect of Skill development with  the cooperation of 
the  State Government s (Model Skill Loan Scheme).  
o The steps taken in the Budget 2024 - 25, deliver on 

the rising aspirations of Youth as recommended by 
the Economic Survey 2024 - 25. 

¶ Focus on MSMEs : The steps like  Credit Guarantee 
Scheme, New assessment model,  Credit Support 
during stress period, are  attempts to address the 
financial and working capital challenges faced by the 
MSMEs. 
¶ Tax Relief for the Salaried : The standard deduction 

has been raised and the tax slabs with their relevant 
tax rates have been revised. This will  leave more 
money in the hands of the salaried class.  
¶ Fiscal Consolidation : Budget for 2024 - 25 sticks to 

the GőƒđŭŊŉđŊŹ˾ű̇ĦıűćîŃ̇ćőŊűőŃıčîŹıőŊ̇ŪîŹĭ˗̇ƓıŹĭ̇Źĭđ̇
Fiscal Deficit proposed to be pared to 4.9% of GDP. 
This increases the possibility of an upgrade in  the  
sovereign rating s. Budget unveils  an unequivocal  
focus on fiscal stability  and continuity of sustainable 
growth impulses.  
¶ Support to Farmers : Promotion  of Atmanirbharta  in 

pulses and oilseeds, focus on  agriculture  research (in 
context  of climate change),  large- scale clusters for 
vegetable production, and  DPI in agriculture for 
coverage of farmers and their lands, are all measures 
to support farmer s. A thriving agriculture sector will 
allow the Government to  deliver on its promise of 
food grains  under the  Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Anna Yojana  (PMGKAY), which has now been  
extended for 5 years. 
¶ Housing for All : The outlay for PM Awas Yojana 

(PMAY) Urban  and Rural has seen a massive jump of 
37% and 70% respectively. The Budget reaffirms that 
housing for all remains a key focus area for  the 
Government.  
¶ PLI Scheme s for Atmanirbhar Bharat : The outlay on PLI s has been increased by 75%. This  increase 

accompanied by tweaks to sectoral custom duties  is a bid to support domestic manufacturing  and deepen 
local value addition . 

 
 

Source: India Budget. Taxes (as % of GDP) have shown an 
increasing trend).  
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What are the concerns associated with the Budget  2024- 25? 
¶ Cuts in the Social Sector Schemes : The Budget has 

cut the share of social sector schemes. The outlay 
for the rural job guarantee scheme , MGNREGA is at 
a 9- year low share of 1.78% of overall outlay.  
¶ Removal of Indexation : The removal of indexation 

for calculating the value of the long term asset  (Real 
estate), is being viewed as an  additional tax  burden 
for the real estate property dealers.  
¶ No Announcement on Indian Railways : There were 

no announcements on the Railway sector which 
continues to suffer from low freight and passenger 
capacity,  low staff  and manpower and safety issues.  
¶ Simplification of GST : The budget has failed to 

address the demands of MSMEs for simplification 
and rationalization of the GST regime.  
¶ Fiscal Consolidation : Some critics hold that GőƒđŭŊŉđŊŹ˾ű̇o˽bsession  ˾with fiscal consolidation, which is 

visible in its bid to reduce the fiscal deficit to  4.9% of GDP in 2024- 25 (5.1% in the interim budget ), may 
constrain Government spending.  
¶ Strategy for  Economic Slowdown : Critics have also pointed that the  budget lacks the clear economic  

strategy and vision to tackle the slowdown in aggregate demand, private investment, exports and the 
resulting jobs crisis. The measures announced, like employment - linked incentives, seem too small to have a 
meaningful impact.  

 
What should be the way forward?  
¶ Monitoring P erformance of the Employment 

Schemes: The performance of the employment 
schemes need to be measured against the target  to 
create 78.5 lakh non - farm jobs annually until 2030 
(Economic Survey). Close monitoring of the 
employment schemes will enable course correction 
in case the results are not according to expectations.  
¶ Raise Revenues: The approach to achieve fiscal 

consolidation should be to increase the revenue s 
rather than reducing the expenditure. Economists 
argue expenditure multipliers tend to be higher in an 
economy than revenue multipliers.  
¶ Health and Education : Social sector expenditures 

by Government  must be increased  for achieving the 
goal of inclusive development.  
¶ Strategic Asset Sales Programme : Asset monetisation will help in enhancing  Government revenues as the 

market conditions remain buoyant. This will help in bringing down fiscal deficit  without the need of 
reducing Government expenditure.  
¶ Role of Private Sector : The Government has kept the Capex high since 2020 - 21 to revive the economy post -

COVID. Now the Government should pass the baton of infrastructural development to the private sector  and 
reduc e the crowding out effect in the economy.  

Source: India Budget. The Government has kept focus on fiscal 
consolidation to consistently reduce the Fiscal Deficit.  
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1. ¸ŭđűđŭƒıŊħ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇VđőŃőħıćîŃ̇\đŭıŹîħđ 
 
 
 
What is the significance of preserving Geo -heritage Sites?  
¶ India possesses rich geological heritage. India is home to diverse morphology  that has evolved over billions 

of years. There are variety of rocks and minerals and distinctive fossil assemblages. In the absence of 
protection, the rich heritage will be lost.  
¶ Çĭđƕ̇ĭđŃŪ̇Ūŭđűđŭƒđ̇ŭđŪŭđűđŊŹîŹıƒđ̇đƔîŉŪŃđű̇őĦ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇ħđőŃőħıćîŃ̇ĦđîŹžŭđű̇îŊč̇đƒđŊŹű˖ 
¶ Geo- heritage sites serve as educational spaces for geological literacy . 
¶ They provide insights into the evolution of Indian terrain.  
¶ These sites allow present and future generations to appreciate natural geological laboratories . 

 
What are the difficulties in preserving Geo-heritage Sites  in India?  
¶ Limited Traction and Awareness : Geo- conservation in India la cks focused  efforts. There is a general  lack of 

awareness concerning important geological sites  e.g., the Dhala meteoritic impact crater  in Shivpuri, 
Madhya Pradesh (believed to have been formed between 1.5 to 2.5 billion years ago ), and the Lonar crater  in 
Maharashtra (~576,000 years old ), highlight geological history that remains relatively unknown . 
¶ Impact of Development and Mining : Many fossil - bearing sites have been destroyed due to development and 

real estate growth. This is further compounded by extensive stone mining activities in India.  
¶ Lack of Specific Legislation : Countries like  Canada and China have designated national parks for their geo -

heritage sites ˗̇ħžıčđč̇Ćƕ̇ÌxA¿7~˾ű̇ŭđćőŉŉđŊčîŹıőŊű for Global Geoparks . They have enacted laws to  
designate and  protect such areas. India lacks specific legislation or policies for conserving its geo - heritage  
despite being a signatory to the UNESCO Global Geoparks Programme . 
¶ Lack of Adequate Power : The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has identified 34 geological sites but lacks the 

authority to enforce preservation measures  e.g., the geological heritage site in Varkala, Kerala having 
millions of years old rocks;  was partially demolished to save some unauthorized human structures from risk 
of landslides.  
¶ Lack of Focused Approach : The Government withdrew the attempt to establish a National Commission for 

Heritage Sites , originally introduced in the Rajya Sabha, for unspecified reasons. Similarly, in 2022, the 
Ministry of Mines drafted a Geo-heritage Sites and Geo -relics  (Preservation and Maintenance) Bill , aimed 
at preserving and maintaining geo - heritage sites and geo - relics, but no further steps have been taken since 
then.  (Refer EPIC April 2022 for Geological Heritage Sites ). 

 
What should be the way forward?  
¶ `Ŋčıî˾ű̇ŹžŭĆžŃđŊŹ̇ħđőŃőħıćîŃ̇ĭıűŹőŭƕ̇ıű̇čőćžŉđŊŹđč̇ıŊ̇ıŹű̇ŭőćŀű̇îŊč̇ŃîŊčűćîŪđű̇îŊč̇űĭőžŃč̇Ćđ̇regarded as 

part of our non -cultural heritage . 
¶ There should be compilation of list of all potential geo -sites across India , beyond the 34 already identified 

by the Geological Survey of India (GSI).  
¶ There is a need to develop legislation for geo -conservation  modelled  after the Biological Diversity Act , 

2002. (Refer EPIC March 2023 for Draft Geo -heritage Sites and Geo-relics (Preservation and Maintenance) Bill, 2022 ). 
¶ The Government should create a National Geo - Conservation Authority  similar to the National Bio -

diversity Authority , ensuring independent oversight in preservation of important geological sites and 
safeguard the autonomy of researchers and private collectors engaged in academic endeavours . 

General Studies Paper I  

News: Çĭđŭđ̇ıű̇î̇Ŋđđč̇Źő̇ŪŭőŹđćŹ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇ŭıćĭ̇ħđőŃőħıćîŃ̇ĭđŭıŹîħđ̇îŊč̇geo- relics, similar to the protection 
provided to archaeological and cultural heritage sites . 
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2. Gender Perspective on Heatwaves  
 
 
 
What are the impact s of heatwaves on women?  
¶ Heat Stress in Informal Settlements : Homes in such settlements are made up of tin and asbestos which trap 

heat. Women work in poorly ventilated rooms or kitchens. Energy poverty  due to lack of regular access to 
electricity compounds the heat stress.  
¶ Impact on Health : Due to their physiological makeup , women are at greater risk  during heat waves. Their 

higher body fat  percentage  and lower water content  affect their heat tolerance  and hydration levels .  
o Hormonal fluctuations  related to menstrual cycles , pregnancy, and menopause can make it harder to 

regulate body temperature .  
o Pregnancy lowers a woman's tolerance to heat  as physiological changes escalate metabolic demands, 

elevating internal body temperatures and making women more susceptible to heat stress and dehydration.  
o Exposure to h eat can impair female reproductive health , causing menstrual irregularities  or decreased 

fertility . 
o Every 1°C rise in maternal heat exposure is linked to a 27-42% increase  in the risk of  miscarriage  or 

stillbirth . 
¶ Care Work and Time Poverty : Under traditional gender roles, women are expected to be the primary 

caregivers for children , older people , and the sick . They spend additional time on care work when a family 
member suffers from a climate - related illness like heat stroke. This reduces time available for other 
responsibilities.  
¶ Cultural Constraints : Cultural norms may constrain women's mobility and clothing , limiting their ability to 

keep cool. Women may not have a choice but to stay indoors or work through the discomfort caused by 
indoor heat.  
¶ Economic Impact : Heatwaves reduce productivity . It disproportionately impact women who work on piece-

rate basis  (i.e., payment based on output rather than hours worked) as the output falls drastically. A survey 
found that over 40% of women home - based workers reported reduced work hours and earnings due to 
rising temperatures. It makes them economically vulnerable . 
¶ Lack of Access to Cooling : Many women lack access to cooling solutions like poorly ventilated kitchens  

without fans where working on biomass-based stoves can lead to heat stress  and other health risks . 
¶ Migration of Men : Migration of men from rural areas may burden women with additional responsibilities  

including working in agricultural fields in female - only households.  
Thus, women face triple threat of health, social and economic impacts due to heatwaves.  
 
What should be done?  
Asian Development Bank has suggested a multi - dimensional approach to address the challenges:  
Policy Initiatives  
¶ Gender - responsive Heat Action Plans  

o National and sub - national level plans should be established that incorporate gender -sensitive protocols  
and readiness strategies  within the most affected sectors  (like construction), ensuring that women's 
unique needs are addressed.  

¶ Heat - responsive Building Codes  
o Building standards should be revised to enhance natural cooling and ventilation , making spaces safer and 

more comfortable for women and children.  
 

News: Rising instances of heatwaves have a disproportionate impact on women. A multidimensional 
approach is required to address the challenges faced by women due to frequent heatwaves.  
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Design and Infrastructure  
¶ Reflective Roofing Solutions  

o To reduce indoor temperatures affordably, widespread application of innovative, reflective materials  like 
"ultra - white" paint and high -albedo tiles  on rooftops  should be implemented.  

¶ Urban Greening  
o Urban greening projects that provide shaded communal spaces, such as parklets and green corridors, 

designed with and for women, to improve liveability  and social connectivity  should be implemented.  
¶ Water -Based Cooling  

o Water features such as mist cooling, ponds, canals, and fountains that offer cooling effects through 
evaporation  should be designed and constructed . 

Community Engagement and Education  
¶ Early Warning Systems  

o Early warning messages through channels accessible to women , including local networks and media, 
providing clear, actionable advice for heat wave preparedness should be developed and disseminated.  

¶ Heat Health Awareness  
o Educational initiatives to raise awareness about the risks of heat stress  and the importance of heat 

adaptability, particularly aimed at empowering women as both educators and beneficiaries  should be 
deployed.  

Investments and Economic Incentives  
¶ Labor Market Adaptations  

o Workplaces should be incentivized to adopt practices that protect workers from heat , including for 
women in highly vulnerable sectors. Shade and hydration solutions  should be provided to outdoor 
workers.  

¶ Investment in Green Infrastructure  
o Funds should be directed toward creating green spaces  which contribute to urban cooling  and bio-

diversity . It should be ensured that these spaces are safe for women , and are easily accessible , and child -
friendly.  

Research and Development  
¶ Localized Impact Research  

o Studies should be supported to address the knowledge gap  and increase understanding of the specific 
impacts of heat stress on women in various settings, to inform context - specific and tailored interventions.  

¶ Innovative Technologies  
o Funds should be invested in the research and rollout of new materials and technologies for heat 

adaptation  that offer sustainable, long - term solutions for heat mitigation in poor urban communities and 
climate - resilient agriculture technologies for rural communities.  

Integrated Urban Planning  
¶ Wind Corridors  

o Wind corridors should be established and preserved to enhance natural ventilation , reduce urban heat 
and improve air quality in densely populated areas.  

¶ Cool Public Spaces  
o To provide relief from the heat, shaded bus shelters , public parks , and cooling centers  should be 

strategically located near areas that women access such as markets, health centers, and schools . 
 

3. ¿žŪŭđŉđ̇7őžŭŹ˾ű̇lžčħŉđŊŹ̇őŊ̇»ıħĭŹ̇őĦ̇=ıƒőŭćđč̇wžűŃıŉ̇áőŉđŊ̇Źő̇wîıŊŹđŊîŊćđ 
 
 

News: A 2- Judge Bench of the  Supreme Court (SC) has held that a  divorced Muslim woman  can seek alimony  
from her husband under  Section 125 of the  Code of Criminal Code  (CrPc). 
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How have the legal provisions related to  wžűŃıŉ̇áőŉđŊ˾ű̇Right to Maintenance  evolved ?  

Year Development  

1973 

¶ Section 125 of the CrPC  codified the laws  governing maintenance  for destitute 
wives, children, and parents.  
¶ It holds that a  divorced woman  has the right to seek maintenance /monthly 

allowance from her husband until her remarriage . 
¶ It is a religion neutral provision  which was universally applicable  to all women 

belonging from different religions.  

1985 
¶ In the Shah Bano case, the SC žŪĭđŃč̇î̇wžűŃıŉ̇ƓőŉîŊ˾ű̇ŭıħĭŹ to seek 

maintenance  from her divorced husband under  Section 125 of the CrPC.  
¶ The verdict was  perceived by some to be an affront to religious personal laws.  

1986 

¶ The Muslim Women  (Protection of Rights on Divorce)  Act , 1986 was enacted 
to overturn the  SC verdict  in the  Shah Bano Case. It is a religion - specific 
law  that provides for a procedure for a Muslim woman to claim maintenance 
during divorce.  
¶ Section 3 of the Act  

o Period of maintenance : It guarantees  the payment of maintenance to a 
divorced Muslim woman  by her former husband. However, the maintenance 
will be provided during the period of  iddat . (It is a period,  usually of 3 months, which 

a woman must observe after the death of her husband or a divorce before she can remarry) . 
o Maintenance Amount : The maintenance amount  shall be equal to the  

amount  of mahr  or dowry  given to her at the time of her marriage or any 
time after that.  

o Recourse after the end of Iddat  Period : A woman can  approach a first - class 
magistrate for maintenance in case she has not remarried  and is not in a 
position to take care of herself financially . 

2001 

¶ In the  Danial Latifi v. Union Of India  (2001) case, the Constitution Bench of 
the SC upheld the constitutional validity of the 1986 Act .  
¶ However, i t  extended the  period of maintenance  beyond the  completion of 

iddat  till the woman can support herself or remarries . 

2009  
¶ In the  Shabana Bano v. Imran Khan , SC reiterated  a divorced wžűŃıŉ̇ƓőŉîŊ˾ű̇

right to claim maintenance  under  Section 125 of CrPC until her remarriage . 

2019 
¶ ¸îŹŊî̇\7˾ű̇ƒđŭčıćŹ̇žŊčđŭűćőŭđč̇ŹĭîŹ̇î̇čıƒőŭćđč̇wžűŃıŉ̇ƓőŉîŊ̇ĭîű̇the  option 

to avail of maintenance both under the CrPC and the 1986 Act.  
 
What was the Question raised in the  present  case and what is the SC verdict?  
¶ Case Question : There prevailed an  ambiguity  whether  Muslim Women could claim maintenance rights 

under Section 125 of the CrPC, after claiming their  rights under Section 3 of the Muslim Women (Protection 
of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986.  

SC Verdict  
¶ The Muslim Women  can claim remedy under Section 125 of the CrPC,  despite claiming the remedies 

provided under Section 3 of the  Muslim Wom en (Protection of Rights on Divorce)  Act, 1986. 
¶ The SC held that a  wžűŃıŉ̇ƓőŉîŊ˾ű̇right to claim maintenance under CrPC  cannot be extinguishe d even 

if she has claimed her rights under  personal law  (Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce ) Act, 1986). 

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

Forum  Learning Centre:  Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New  Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal 

Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 
9821711605 | https://academy.forumias.com  | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 

17 

 

¶ A parallel remedy  in law that  applies universally  (CrPC) cannot be taken away  by religious custom  despite the 
latter being codified as legislation.  

 
What are the four main pillars of the SC Verdict?  
¶ Social justice measure must be insulated from applicable personal laws : The SC held that  Section 125 of 

CrPC was introduced as a measure of  social justice  to protect women and children . The provision 
manifested  the Constitutional commitment of social justice under Article 15(3), which provided for special 
measures to ensure a life of dignity for women at all stages of their lives.  
o A claim under Section 125 CrPC  is maintainable,  irrespective  of the  applicable personal laws of the parties.  
¶ Equivalent Rights of Maintenance : The SC held that both  the secular provision  of Section 125 of the CrPC 

and the  personal law provision  of Section 3 of the 1986 Act  provide equivalent rights of maintenance  in their  
distinct domains.  
o Çĭđ̇¿7̇ĭđŃč̇ŹĭîŹ̇Ūîűűîħđ̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇ʻ˃˂ˀ̇ ćŹ̇čıč̇ŊőŹ̇˽ŉıŃıŹîŹđ̇îħîıŊűŹ̇őŭ̇čıŃžŹđ ˾relief under Section 125 of the 

CrPC. The intent of the Parliament behind the 1986 Act was to provide an  additional remedy for divorced 
Muslim women . 

¶ Harmonious Interpretation : The SC has held that the  two conflicting statutes  should be harmoniously and 
purposively interpreted . The SC has held that a divorced Muslim woman is entitled to seek recourse to 
either or both the provisions.  
o The choice lies  with the  Muslim woman  to  apply for maintenance  either under  Section 125 of the CrPC or 

the 1986 Act. If the woman is unable to provide for herself, she can seek remedy under Section 125 of the 
CrPC. If she is financially independent,  she can seek maintenance under the 1986 Act  till the expiry of the 
iddat  period.  

¶ Muslim women divorced through triple talaq entitled to relief : The SC has held that Muslim women who 
have been divorced through  illegal methods  such as triple talaq  are entitled to maintenance  under  Section 
125 of the  CrPC. 

 
What is the significance of the Verdict on Muslim Women right to maintenance?  
¶ Primacy of Secular Law over Personal Law : The JžčħŉđŊŹ̇ĭîű̇ĦıŭŉŃƕ̇đűŹîĆŃıűĭđč̇ŹĭîŹ̇Źĭđ̇˽ŭđŃıħıőŊ̇ŊđžŹŭîŃ˽̇

provisions of  secular law  take  precedence  over  personal law . The verdict  reaffirms the supremacy of  the 
Constitution  and secular law  in matters of gender equality.  
¶ Maintenance as a Right and not a Charity : The SC ĭîű̇Ħŭîŉđč̇ŉîıŊŹđŊîŊćđ̇îű̇î̇˽ĦîćđŹ̇őĦ̇ħđŊčđŭ̇ŪîŭıŹƕ̇îŊč̇

enabler of equality, and  not charity  ˾for all married women. This  shift s the perspective from  maintenance 
being a religious obligation  to a legal right . 
¶ Benchmark for Challenging Discriminatory  Practices in other Laws : The verdict can serve as precedent  to  

challeng e discriminatory practices  in other  personal laws . It  may lead to  more reforms  to  align personal 
laws with  Constitutional principles of equality.  
¶ Upholding the Constitutional Values : The verdict protects the spirit of the Constitution and  its promise of 

equality, guaranteed by  Article 14. It further protects the emboldens the value of social justice for women 
provided by  Article  15 (1), Article 15 (3) and Article  39 (e) of the Constitution.  
¶ Socio-economic Safety Net to Women : The verdict offers a socio - economic safety net to married women 

who often  sacrifice employment opportunities  to nurture the  family,  pursue child rearing, and undertake 
care work for the elderly . 

Çĭđ̇¿žŪŭđŉđ̇7őžŭŹ˾ű̇ƒđŭčıćŹ̇ıű̇î̇ŹđűŹîŉđŊŹ̇Źő̇Źĭđ̇7őžŭŹ˾ű̇îĆıŃıŹƕ̇Źő̇đŉŪŃőƕ̇î̇ĭîŭŉőŊıőžű̇ıŊŹđŭŪŭđŹîŹıőŊ̇Źő̇
broaden the scope of rights and secularize access to remedies . The ruling has significantly  strengthened 
the rights of divorced Muslim women  and is likely to have far - reaching implications for the future trajectory 
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of personal laws in India.  It may potentially lead to  more challenges to discriminatory practices  and greater 
îŃıħŊŉđŊŹ̇ƓıŹĭ̇Źĭđ̇7őŊűŹıŹžŹıőŊ˾ű̇ŪŭıŊćıŪŃđű of equality and justice.  
 

4. Rising Water Stress and Status of Hydropower Generation in India  
 
 
What is the current status of hydropower generation in India?  
¶ The hydropower generation  

in India has declined by 17.33% 
from 162.05 billion units  in 
FY2022- 23 to 133.97 billion 
units  in FY2023- 24. 
¶ Ź̇ ŪŭđűđŊŹ˗̇ `Ŋčıî˾ű̇installed 

hydropower capacity is ~47  
GW˖̇ `Ŋčıî˾ű̇ ŹőŹîŃ̇electricity 
generation capacity is ~44 5 
GW (May 2024). Hydropower 
constitutes ̲ʻʺ˖ˀ̾̇őĦ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇
total electricity generation 
capacity . 
¶ In 2023- 24, only 60 MW of new hydropower capacity was added . Total electricity generation capacity 

addition was ~26GW in 2023 - 24. Thus the share of hydropower in new capacity addition was only 0.2% . 
 
What factors are contributing to lower hydropower generation?  
¶ Irregular Monsoons : The rainfall has been erratic over the last few seasons . Some regions have witnessed 

extreme rainfall events while others have been rather dry.  
o In the Monsoon  season 2023, the rainfall was 6% below the Long Period Average  (LPA) and 31% region s 

in India received below average rainfall . This has been attributed to prevailing El - Nino effect.  
¶ Low Reservoir Level : According to the latest data from the Central Water Commission , live storage available 
ıŊ̇`Ŋčıî˾ű̇ʻʿʺ̇ŀđƕ̇ŭđűđŭƒőıŭű̇Ɠîű̇ʽˁ˖ˀˀʼ̇67ẇ˭ĆıŃŃıőŊ̇ćžĆıć̇ŉđŹŭđűˮ̇˭lžŊđ̇ʼʺ˗̇ʼʺʼʾˮ˖̇Çĭıű̇ıű̇őŊŃƕ̇21% of the 
total live storage capacity  and 80% lower than 2023 . 
o Some major reservoirs are having water levels much below their capacity like Indira Sagar (Madhya 

Pradesh, 17%) and Koyna (Maharashtra, 10%). This has decreased power generation.  
¶ Plant Shutdowns : Some power plants were shutdown in 2023 due to excessive flooding and cloudbursts. 

They have not resumed their operations yet.  
 
What are the implications of low hydropower generation?  
¶ The reduction in generation is being covered through increase in thermal power generation . The 

Government has been trying to reduce the dependence on coal - based power under the  climate action 
obligations. Prolonged uncertainty in hydropower generation does not bode well for `Ŋčıî˾ű̇đŊđŭħƕ̇űđćžŭıŹƕ̇
in the context of changing climate . 
¶ Increased burden on thermal power plants has led to delay in scheduled maintenance of many  thermal  

plants. This may lead to tripping of plant s leading to worsening of power crisis.  
¶ Disruption in Power Supply  will impact industrial output . Industries with high water usage may also be 

impacted . 
 

News: Erratic Rainfall and falling water level in reservoirs has impacted hydropower generation in India . 
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