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What role does the socio-economic integration of students play in achieving educational
equity, and how has the resistance to this principle affected the implementation of the
RTE Act?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the role of socio-economic integration in educational equity and resistance to RTE.

Conclusion: Way forward
The RTE Act, passed by the Indian Parliament in 2010, which mandates free and compulsory education for
children aged 6 to 14 and includes provisions for the inclusion of children from disadvantaged groups in
private and government-aided schools was intended to be a transformative law for Indian education,
particularly in terms of socio-economic integration.

Role of Socio-Economic Integration in Achieving Educational Equity

e Equitable learning environment: The Act's most notable provision requires private unaided
schools to reserve 25% of their seats for children from economically weaker sections (EWS). This
provision was designed to mix children from different socio-economic backgrounds, creating a
more equitable and enriched learning environment.

¢ Fostering Inclusivity and Social Cohesion: Integration in classrooms allows students from
diverse backgrounds to interact and learn from each other, promoting inclusivity and reducing
social barriers.

e Reducing Inequality: By mixing students from various socio-economic backgrounds, schools can
mitigate the effects of systemic inequality. It can help level the playing field, ensuring that all
students, regardless of their background, have a fair chance to succeed academically and socially.

Resistance and Its Impact on RTE Implementation

e State Government Resistance: Several state governments, including Maharashtra, Karnataka,
and Punjab, have taken measures to circumvent the RTE's provisions. For example, Maharashtra
attempted to exempt private schools from the EWS reservation if a government school was located
within 1 kilometer.

e Private School Opposition: Private schools have resisted the EWS reservation, viewing it as an
intrusion into their autonomy and an imposition on their resources. Some schools have attempted
to segregate EWS students into separate sections or classes, effectively diluting the integrative
intent of the RTE.

e Amendments and Policy Dilution: Over time, amendments to the RTE Act have weakened its
original provisions, reducing its effectiveness. For instance, the failure to revamp teacher training,
despite clear guidelines from the ] S Verma Commission, has hindered the creation of a supportive
and inclusive classroom environment.

o Legal and Political Challenges: The socio-economic integration envisioned by the RTE has been
met with legal and political challenges that have slowed its implementation. The case in
Maharashtra, where the government’s attempt to bypass the EWS reservation was struck down by
the courts, highlights the ongoing battle over the Act's enforcement.

Conclusion

The RTE Act was a historic step toward educational equity in India, particularly through its promotion of
socio-economic integration. To overcome obstacles, a renewed commitment to the RTE’s principles and
stronger enforcement mechanisms are essential.
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How effective would arming women doctors with self-defense tools like stun guns be in
preventing violence, and what other measures could complement this approach?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Effectiveness of self-defense tools and other measures to ensure the safety of women

Conclusion: Way forward
The issue of women's safety in India, highlighted by tragic incidents like the rape and murder of a trainee
doctor in Kolkata, underscores the persistent and severe threats faced by women across the country.
Despite advancements in legislation and societal awareness, crimes against women continue to rise,
revealing systemic failures in ensuring their safety.

Effectiveness of Self-Defense Tools

e Immediate Deterrence: Stun guns could serve as a deterrent against attackers, giving women
doctors a tool to defend themselves in dangerous situations. The mere presence of such a device
could discourage potential aggressors.

e Empowerment and Confidence: Carrying self-defense tools can provide a sense of
empowerment and confidence, making women feel more secure in environments where they
might otherwise feel vulnerable.

e Situational Constraints: In many cases, doctors may not have the time or space to use a stun gun
effectively during an attack, especially if they are caught off guard.

o Training and Usage: Proper training is required to use stun guns safely and effectively. Without
it, there is a risk of accidental harm to the user or others.

o Escalation of Violence: The presence of a weapon, even a non-lethal one, can sometimes escalate
a situation, leading to greater harm.

Complementary Measures

e Legal Frameworks: Laws such as the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005,
and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013, aim to provide legal recourse for
victims.

e Nirbhaya Fund: Established to finance projects for women's safety and security.

e Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offenses: A tool to monitor and track the
investigation of sexual assault cases.

e One-Stop Centers and Women Helplines: Provide integrated support and assistance to women
affected by violence.

o Police and Judicial Reforms: Gender-focused recruitment and training, establishment of fast-
track courts, and enhanced representation of women in the judiciary are essential for ensuring
timely and fair justice.

e Media Sensitivity: The media should responsibly cover cases of violence against women, focusing
on legal outcomes to reinforce the consequences of such crimes.

e Civil Society Participation: Active involvement of civil society in advocating for women'’s rights
and assisting law enforcement can play a critical role in curbing violence.

Conclusion

The safety of women in India is a complex issue that requires coordinated efforts at multiple levels. While
self-defense tools and immediate protective measures can offer some security, they must be complemented
by systemic changes that address the root causes of violence and discrimination.
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Critically examine the mental health challenges faced by medical students in India. How
effective are current policies in addressing these issues? Suggest measures for
improvement. 250 words, 15 marks

Introduction: Brief contextual Introduction

Body: Suggsts challenges, effectiveness, and measures for improving mental health

Conclusion: Way forward
Medical students in India are increasingly facing severe mental health challenges, highlighted by alarming
statistics such as the 122 suicides among medical students in the last five years. A recent survey by the
National Medical Commission (NMC) revealed that 27.8% of undergraduate students suffer from mental
health conditions, and 31.3% of postgraduate students have experienced suicidal thoughts.

Key Challenges

e AcademicPressure and Burnout: The intense and competitive nature of medical education leads
to chronic stress, anxiety, and burnout.

e Stigmaand Underreporting: Stigma associated with mental health issues prevents students from
seeking help, further exacerbating their conditions.

o Inadequate Support Systems: Many institutions lack adequate mental health resources, such as
counseling services and mental health professionals.

Effectiveness of Current Policies

e Underfunding: The allocation of funds for mental health is starkly insufficient. In 2019, only Rs
600 crore was earmarked for mental health out of an estimated need of over Rs 93,000 crore, with
a significant portion directed to tertiary institutions.

e Poor Implementation: The 2014 policy and the 2017 Act provide a framework for mental health
care but lack clarity on implementation strategies, timelines, and resource allocation.

e Inadequate Coverage: With an 80% treatment gap in mental health care, current policies are not
reaching the majority of those in need, particularly in community-based settings.

Suggested Measures for Improvement

e Creation of an Autonomous Agency: Similar to the National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO),
an autonomous agency dedicated to mental health could be established. This agency would focus
on mobilizing resources, coordinating between stakeholders, and implementing strategies at the
national and state levels.

e Enhanced Funding: Substantial increases in funding are needed to bridge the treatment gap,
develop mental health infrastructure, and ensure that resources are available at both institutional
and community levels.

e Community-Based Interventions: Emulating successful models like Banyan and Sangath, which
offer holistic, community-anchored mental health care, the government should scale up such
initiatives.

Conclusion

India can better support medical students and the general public by emphasizing mental health through
these all-encompassing approaches, guaranteeing that mental health is given the same urgency and priority
as physical health.
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Analyze the strategic importance of the India-Japan partnership in the context of regional
security and the Indo-Pacific region. How do initiatives like the ‘2+2’ meetings enhance
this relationship? 250 words, 15 marks

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the strategic importance of partnership and the relevance of 2+2 meetings.

Conclusion: Way forward

The India-Japan partnership, rooted in historical ties and shared democratic values, has grown significantly
in recent years, particularly in the context of regional security and the Indo-Pacific region. This partnership
is built on a foundation of mutual respect and common interests, such as maintaining regional stability,
promoting economic cooperation, and ensuring a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Strategic Importance of the India-Japan Partnership

e Regional Security and Defense Cooperation: India and Japan have recognized the need for
closer security and defense cooperation to counterbalance the influence of China and maintain
regional stability. Joint military exercises, defense technology cooperation, and agreements like
the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) strengthen their defense capabilities and
ensure better coordination between their armed forces.

e Economic Collaboration and Infrastructure Development: Japan is a crucial partner for India
in economic development, particularly through infrastructure projects like the High-Speed Rail
project and initiatives in India's northeastern region.

e People-to-People Exchanges: The foundation of the India-Japan relationship is further
strengthened by people-to-people exchanges. Initiatives like the “Japan-India Tourism Exchange
Year” and cultural exchange programs help build a deeper understanding and foster stronger ties
between the citizens of both countries.

e Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) Agenda: The collaboration on the WPS agenda highlights
the shared commitment of both nations to global peace and security. Japan's focus on promoting
women's participation in leadership and peacekeeping roles aligns with India's efforts in deploying
women in UN Peacekeeping Operations (PKOs).

Role of ‘2+2’ Meetings

e Strategic Dialogue: The ‘2+2’ meetings facilitate high-level discussions on the strategic
environment in the Indo-Pacific, allowing both countries to align their perspectives and strategies
on issues like regional security issues, such as maritime security, cybersecurity, and countering
terrorism.

e Defense and Security Cooperation: These meetings are instrumental in advancing defense
cooperation between India and Japan. They provide a platform to discuss joint military exercises,
defense technology cooperation, and other defense-related initiatives.

e Coordination on Regional Security: The 2+2’ meetings enable India and Japan to coordinate
their efforts in promoting a free and open Indo-Pacific. This includes reaffirming their commitment
to international law, opposing unilateral actions that seek to change the status quo by force, and
ensuring the security of key maritime routes.

Conclusion

The India-Japan partnership is a strategic imperative for ensuring a stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific
region.
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Discuss the significance of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) in India’s space
exploration and economic landscape. What challenges does it face in achieving a
substantial share in the global space economy? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Significance of SSLV & challenges facing SSLV
Conclusion: Way forward

The launch of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) from ISRO's Satish Dhawan Centre on August 16,
2024, marks a significant milestone in India's space research and economic landscape. The SSLV, which can
carry payloads up to 500 kg, is poised to be a game changer in the space industry, particularly for small
satellites.

Significance of the SSLV

Rapid Deployment and Assembly: The SSLV can be assembled in less than a week by a smaller
team, making it ideal for quick launches. This flexibility is crucial for meeting the growing demand
for timely deployment of small satellites in sectors like weather forecasting, communications,
defense, urban planning, and disaster management.

Support for Emerging Space Sectors: The utility of small satellites is expanding, particularly in
the Internet of Things (IoT), which is becoming increasingly important in various industries.
SSLV’s ability to quickly launch these satellites makes it a key enabler of this growth.

Private Sector Expansion: With ISRO planning to transfer technology to private players, the SSLV
is expected to stimulate significant growth in India’s space sector. Companies like Skyroot and
Agnikul are already making strides in this space, with ambitious plans to launch rockets regularly.
This aligns with India's broader goal to increase its share in the global space economy from 2% to
a projected 8% by 2033.

Strategic and Social Objectives: Beyond commercial applications, the SSLV supports India’s
strategic and social objectives. It is critical for defense, climate-change mitigation, and various
government initiatives in education, healthcare, and agriculture.

Challenges Facing the SSLV

Global Competition: The SSLV enters a highly competitive global market dominated by
companies in the US, EU, and China. With China planning to launch over 13,000 satellites by 2030
to establish a 6G communications network, SSLV will need to carve out a niche to compete
effectively.

Regulatory Mechanisms: India's space policy recognizes the need to transition from an ISRO-
dominated ecosystem. However, the challenge lies in framing a regulatory mechanism that
balances the expansion of private sector capabilities with the country’s welfare imperatives.
Technological Reliability and Scale: While the SSLV’s rapid assembly and launch capabilities are
advantageous, it must consistently demonstrate technological reliability to gain customer
confidence.

Conclusion

The SSLV is set to be a transformative force in India's space sector, enabling quicker and more affordable
access to space for small. The success of the SSLV could mark the beginning of a new era for India's space
industry, driving innovation, economic growth, and strategic independence.
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Examine the relationship between rising income inequality and corruption in India. How
does economic disparity influence corruption, particularly in the intersection of
government and business? What measures can be taken to address these issues
effectively? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Relationship between inequality and corruption and measures to address this.

Conclusion: Way forward
The relationship between rising income inequality and corruption in India is intricately linked, with
economic disparity acting as a significant driver of corrupt practices, particularly at the intersection of
government and business.

Interplay Between Inequality and Corruption

o Incentive for Corruption: A widening wealth gap creates a fertile ground for corruption.
Individuals from lower socioeconomic strata, facing economic hardships, may be more susceptible
to bribery or other corrupt practices

e Weakened Institutions: High levels of inequality can erode trust in government institutions.
When people perceive the system as unfair and biased towards the wealthy, it undermines the
legitimacy of laws and regulations.

e Political Influence: Economic disparity can translate into political influence, as wealthy
individuals and corporations often have greater resources to lobby for favorable policies and
regulations.

Influence of Economic Disparity on Corruption

e Concentration of Wealth and Power: As highlighted in the Gallup World Poll (GWP) Survey and
the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)’s Consumer Pyramid Household Survey, the
rising wealth inequality in India has created a powerful elite that exerts substantial influence over
political and economic processes, often through corrupt means.

e Corruption in Government-Business Nexus: The study highlights that economic inequality fuels
corruption within the government-business nexus, where public officials and private investors
engage in corrupt practices to further their interests.

Measures to Address Income Inequality and Corruption

e Taxation and Redistribution: Progressive taxation and effective wealth redistribution are
essential to reducing the economic disparities that fuel corruption.

e Trustin the Judiciary: The study finds that a higher conviction rate enhances trust in the judicial
system, which in turn acts as a deterrent to corrupt practices.

e Speculative Investments vs. Savings: The study reveals that income inequality in India has been
largely fueled by speculative investments, such as mutual funds, which benefit the wealthy
disproportionately. In contrast, more conservative savings options, like fixed deposits (FDs) and
post office savings, tend to curb inequality.

Conclusion

Rising income inequality in India has a profound impact on the levels of corruption, particularly in the
intersection of government and business. Only by tackling the root causes of inequality can India hope to
reduce corruption and build a more equitable society.
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Critically examine the challenges faced by the Indian public administration system in
adopting an outcomes-based approach. How can lateral entry be a solution, and what are
its limitations?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Challenges faced by administration and limitations of lateral entry
Conclusion: Way forward

The challenges faced by the Indian public administration system in adopting an outcomes-based approach
are deeply rooted in its structure, legacy, and political environment.

Challenges

Rigid Bureaucratic Structure: The Indian civil service continues to operate within a hierarchical,
centralized, and process-oriented framework inherited from the British colonial era that
emphasizes rules and regulations over innovation and flexibility, making it difficult to shift
towards an outcomes-based approach that requires adaptability and responsiveness.

Political Dynamics: The reality of strong opposition and the need for consensus-building among
diverse political actors have not been fully internalized by the government. This complicates the
implementation of policies focused on measurable outcomes, as political considerations often
override long-term objectives.

Public vs. Corporate Governance: Public administration deals with a wide range of sectors, each
with varying objectives that can shift with changes in government. Unlike corporate governance,
which is driven by clear, unchanging goals like profit maximization, public administration requires
adaptability to changing policy priorities.

Lateral Entry as a Solution

Infusion of Expertise: Lateral entrants can bring specialized knowledge and innovative practices
from the private sector, potentially driving the government towards an outcomes-based approach.
Successful Precedents: The successful implementation of projects like Aadhaar, led by Nandan
Nilekani, demonstrates the potential of lateral entry when individuals are given the authority and
resources needed to achieve specific outcomes.

Limitations of Lateral Entry

Systemic Resistance: The entrenched bureaucratic system may resist lateral entrants, especially
if they are brought in at lower levels without the authority or support needed to make substantial
changes.

Mismatch in Objectives: Public administration requires managing diverse and shifting objectives,
unlike the clear goals in corporate governance. Lateral entrants may struggle to navigate this
complexity without the necessary understanding of the public sector’s unique challenges.

Need for Structural Change: Simply bringing in external talent is insufficient. Without broader
systemic reforms, including political ownership and coordination between central and state
governments, lateral entrants may be unable to fully leverage their skills.

Conclusion

Broader systemic changes, including reforms in bureaucratic processes, political alignment, and
coordination between central and state governments, are necessary to create an environment conducive
to outcomes-oriented governance.
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Assess the progress and challenges in India’s ethanol blending programme. How does the
‘food versus fuel’ debate impact this initiative, and what steps can be taken to balance
energy needs with food security?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight progress, challenges and steps to balance energy needs with food security

Conclusion: Way forward
India’s ethanol blending program has made significant strides towards its target of blending 20% ethanol
with petrol by 2025-26. However, the "food versus fuel" debate continues to challenge the program,
particularly as it increasingly relies on food grains like maize and sugarcane.

Progress in India’s Ethanol Blending Program

e Ethanol Blending Targets: India has rapidly increased its ethanol blending percentage, moving
from 8% in 2021 to around 13-15% by 2023. The target is to achieve 20% blending by 2025-26,
which requires the production of approximately 1,000 crore liters of ethanol annually.

e Capacity Expansion: Significant investments have been made in expanding ethanol production
capacity. By December 2023, India's ethanol production capacity had reached 1,380 crore liters,
with a major component coming from sugarcane-based distilleries.

e Economic and Environmental Benefits: Ethanol blending is expected to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and save an estimated $4 billion annually in foreign exchange by reducing fossil fuel
imports. It also bolsters the rural economy by providing a stable market for agricultural produce.

Challenges and the Food Versus Fuel Debate

e Reliance on Food Crops: The program’s heavy reliance on sugarcane and maize raises concerns
about food security. Sugarcane, which is water-intensive, competes with essential food crops for
irrigation resources, potentially impacting agricultural sustainability. The diversion of maize and
other grains to ethanol production has led to increased imports of maize, driving up prices and
affecting key sectors like poultry and livestock feed.

e State-Level Variations: The impact of the ethanol economy varies across states. For instance,
Uttar Pradesh has aligned its policies with the central government's ethanol mission, while Tamil
Nadu faces challenges due to its focus on liquor production and the political sensitivity
surrounding the use of food grains for fuel. Maharashtra, where ethanol production is less
attractive compared to other uses of sugarcane derivatives, highlights the economic trade-offs
between ethanol production and other industrial uses.

Balancing Energy Needs with Food Security

e Diversification to Second-Generation (2G) and Third-Generation (3G) Biofuels: To reduce
the pressure on food crops, the government should accelerate the shift towards 2G and 3G biofuels,
which use non-food biomass and waste materials. This would mitigate the impact on food security
while maintaining progress towards blending targets.

e Enhancing Agricultural Productivity: Improving the yield of crops like maize through better
agricultural practices and technology can help meet the demand for both food and fuel. This
includes expanding maize cultivation in areas where it does not compete with essential food crops.

e Policy Adjustments: The government should ensure that ethanol pricing reflects the true cost of
production, including the environmental impact, and incentivize the use of non-food feedstocks.

e Water Management: Given the water-intensive nature of sugarcane, promoting water-efficient
crops and sustainable irrigation practices is crucial. This could include rotating sugarcane with less
water-intensive crops like maize, as suggested by experts in Tamil Nadu.

Conclusion

India's ethanol blending program is on track to meet its ambitious targets, but it must carefully navigate
the food versus fuel dilemma. A balanced approach that includes diversifying ethanol sources, improving
agricultural productivity, and implementing sustainable practices will be key to ensuring that the country’s
energy needs do not come at the expense of food security.
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Examine the economic implications of the recent tariff hikes by major telecom companies
in India. How do these changes reflect the challenges in balancing affordability and
service quality in a price-sensitive market like India? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Economic implications & how is balance maintained between affordability &service quality?
Conclusion: Way forward

The recent tariff hikes by major telecom companies in India reflect a complex balancing act between
maintaining service quality and ensuring affordability in a highly price-sensitive market.

Economic Implications

e Reduced Affordability: Tariff hikes can make telecom services less accessible, especially for
lower-income consumers, potentially limiting their ability to access essential services such as
education, healthcare, and communication.

e Decreased Consumer Spending: Higher telecom costs can reduce consumers' disposable income,
leading to lower spending on other goods and services, which could have a ripple effect on the
broader economy.

¢ Risk of Market Concentration: If tariff hikes result in significantly higher profits for the major
telecom companies, it could create barriers for new entrants and increase market concentration.
This could reduce competition and limit consumer choice.

¢ Increased Tax Revenue: Higher revenue for telecom companies can translate into increased tax
payments to the government, which can be used for public services and infrastructure
development.

e Investment in Infrastructure: The increased revenue from tariff hikes can be used to invest in
network upgrades, such as deploying 5G technology and expanding coverage.

Balancing Affordability and Service Quality

e 5G Rollout: The additional revenue from higher tariffs is likely to support the 5G rollout, which
requires significant capital investment. Better service quality through advanced technologies like
5G can lead to higher productivity and economic growth in the long term.

o Digital Divide: Tariff hikes can make telecom services less affordable, particularly for low-income
users, widening the digital divide. In a country where internet access is increasingly essential for
education, business, and government services, this could have adverse social and economic
consequences.

e Consumer Retention: Telecom companies may face challenges in retaining price-sensitive
customers who might reduce their usage or switch to more affordable plans, leading to potential
revenue loss despite higher tariffs.

Conclusion

The recent tariff hikes by telecom companies in India reflect a broader shift in the industry from a focus on
low prices to a more balanced approach that includes improving service quality. While the Indian market
is traditionally price-sensitive, there is evidence that consumers are willing to pay more for better services,
as seen in other sectors like entertainment. However, the challenge remains in ensuring that these hikes do
not disproportionately impact low-income users and widen the digital divide. The role of regulators like
TRAI and the potential for public sector intervention will be critical in navigating these changes.
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Analyze the role of local governance and community-based initiatives in sustainable
resource management, with reference to the challenges faced by the people of

Wayanad. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Role of local governance and challenges faced by people of Wayanad

Conclusion: Way forward

The role of local governance and community-based initiatives in sustainable resource management is
critical, particularly in regions like Wayanad, where the population faces significant environmental
challenges.

Role of Local governance and community-based initiatives

¢ Role of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs): In Wayanad, PRIs are crucial in implementing and
enforcing environmental regulations. However, the effectiveness of these local governance bodies
is often undermined by the influence of powerful interests in collusion with bureaucrats and
politicians, as seen in the ongoing support for quarrying operations despite their harmful impacts.

e Community-Based Initiatives: The resistance led by local women from Kudumbashree units
against quarrying in Chemban Mudi is a powerful example of community-based initiatives. These
women, backed by local governance structures and community solidarity, successfully halted
destructive quarrying activities, highlighting the potential of grassroots movements to protect
natural resources.

Challenges Faced by the People of Wayanad

e Environmental Degradation and Human Rights Violations: The people of Wayanad, like those
in other parts of the Western Ghats, face severe challenges due to environmental degradation.
Landslides, such as the one in Meppadi that claimed 400 lives, are increasingly common due to
human activities like quarrying and deforestation. Local governance often fails to act decisively
against these activities, leading to the suffering of the local population.

e Marginalization of Indigenous Communities: Tribal communities in Wayanad, traditionally
reliant on the land for their livelihoods, are disproportionately affected by environmental
degradation. The displacement of these communities and the health impacts of quarrying, such as
asthma and cancer, underscore the need for stronger local governance and community-based
resource management strategies.

Conclusion

Local governance and community-based initiatives are vital for sustainable resource management in
Wayanad. However, these efforts are often hindered by the powerful interests that prioritize short-term
economic gains over long-term environmental sustainability. Empowering local communities through
ownership of resources, promoting sustainable tourism, and advocating for legal reforms are essential
steps in addressing the environmental challenges faced by the people of Wayanad. The experience of
grassroots movements in the region demonstrates the potential for community-driven solutions to lead the
way in sustainable development, even in the face of significant challenges.
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