
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mains Marathon 

Compilation 
                                                           1st Week September, 2024  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mains Marathon Compilation September [1st  Week] 2024 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

INDEX 

Analyze the economic and agricultural implications of treating rice and wheat as distinct entities 

in policymaking rather than as a single category of cereals. How can this de-hyphenation address 

the current challenges faced by both crops? (250 words) ............................................................................................. 2 

Discuss the implications of the Supreme Court’s stance on the rights of the accused under the 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). How does it balance the need for stringent measures 

against money laundering with the protection of individual rights? (250 words) ........................................ 2 

Discuss how technology, such as e-filing systems and online dispute resolution platforms, can be 

integrated into the judicial process to enhance efficiency and reduce delays. What challenges 

might arise in the implementation of such technologies? (250 words) ................................................................ 3 

Critically examine the challenges faced by states in accessing disaster relief funds from the central 

government. What measures can be introduced to ensure timely and adequate financial support 

during disasters? (250 words) ........................................................................................................................................................ 4 

Inequality is a significant challenge in ensuring inclusive development. Examine how progressive 

taxation, fair labour laws, and investment in infrastructure can address income inequality in India. 

(250 words) ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 5 

With the rise of Artificial Intelligence (AI), discuss the importance of a collaborative, multi-

stakeholder framework in AI governance. How can India ensure that AI development aligns with 

its national priorities and the interests of the Global South? (250 words) ......................................................... 6 

The concept of the “Right to Disconnect” advocates for the right to disconnect from work outside of 

official hours. In the context of India’s competitive economic structure, critically analyze the 

potential impact of such legislation on economic development and work culture. (250 words) ......... 7 

Examine the factors that contribute to the gap between budgetary allocations for the health sector 

and the actual outcomes at the State level in India. Discuss how fiscal space and operational 

frameworks at the State level impact the efficacy of health schemes. (250 words) ...................................... 8 

Evaluate the role of semiconductor supply chains in the current global geo-economic and 

geopolitical scenario. How can India’s efforts to develop its semiconductor industry help reduce 

dependency on existing global players? (250 words) ....................................................................................................... 9 

The demand for an increase in tax devolution from the Union to the States has gained momentum. 

Examine the implications of raising the share of net proceeds to 50% as a means to eliminate 

vertical fiscal imbalance in India. (250 words) .................................................................................................................. 10 

Critically analyze India’s trade policy in Southeast Asia, with reference to its withdrawal from the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). How is India attempting to mitigate the 

impact of its decision on regional trade dynamics? (250 words) ........................................................................... 11 

Examine the strategic challenges posed by China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and its increasing 

influence in South Asia. How can India balance economic vulnerabilities while maintaining 

strategic autonomy in the region? (250 words)................................................................................................................. 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mains Marathon Compilation September [1st  Week] 2024 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

Analyze the economic and agricultural implications of treating rice and wheat as distinct 

entities in policymaking rather than as a single category of cereals. How can this de-

hyphenation address the current challenges faced by both crops? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight economic and agricultural implications of rice & wheat as separate entities 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Treating rice and wheat as distinct entities in policymaking rather than lumping them together under the 

"cereal surplus" category is essential for addressing the unique challenges faced by each crop. 

Economic & Agricultural Implications 

• Targeted Interventions: De-hyphenation makes it possible to implement more focused policy 

measures that are suited to the unique requirements of wheat and rice. This can involve research 

projects, pricing support systems, and targeted subsidies. 

• Risk management and diversification: Handling rice and wheat differently might promote 

agricultural sector diversity and lessen farmers' exposure to price swings and other hazards 

related to a single crop. 

• Climate Change Adaptation: While both wheat and rice are vulnerable to climate change, their 

reactions to these changes may vary. De-hyphenation enables more specialized approaches to deal 

with climate-related problems like pests, heat stress, and drought. 

• Better Crop Management: Using de-hyphenation can result in better crop management 

techniques. For rice and wheat, for instance, various farming practices, input needs, and harvesting 

strategies can be ideal. 

Addressing Current Challenges 

• Targeted Support and Subsidies: Offer programs and subsidies that are specially created to meet 

the particular requirements of every crop. This could involve market price support measures, 

credit facilities, and input subsidies. 

• Investments in Research and Development: Invest more in R&D to create climate-resilient 

technologies, better farming methods, and better crop varieties. 

• Infrastructure Development: To enable the effective production and marketing of both rice and 

wheat, invest in infrastructure, such as irrigation systems, storage facilities, and transportation 

networks. 

• Trade Regulations: Put into effect trade laws that safeguard homegrown manufacturers and 

encourage fair competition. Tariffs, quotas, or subsidies to encourage domestic production may be 

used in this situation. 

Conclusion 

Policymakers may develop focused plans that not only address the current issues but also guarantee the 

long-term sustainability and security of India's food system by recognizing rice and wheat as distinct 

entities.  

 

Discuss the implications of the Supreme Court’s stance on the rights of the accused under 

the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). How does it balance the need for 

stringent measures against money laundering with the protection of individual rights? 

(250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Implications of Courts’s stance on rights of accused under PMLA & balance between money 

laundering and individual rights 

Conclusion: Way forward 
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The Supreme Court’s series of decisions on the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) reflects 

a nuanced approach to balancing stringent measures against money laundering with the protection of 

individual rights. 

Key Implications of Supreme Court's Stance 

• Presumption of Innocence: The Court has consistently upheld the principle of presumption of 

innocence, emphasizing that an accused is innocent until proven guilty. This principle is a 

cornerstone of the Indian criminal justice system. For eg, in Manish Sisodia’s case (2024) & K 

Kavitha’s case (2024), the court has relaxed bail conditions as listed under PMLA. 

• Right to Fair Trial: The Court has reinforced the accused's right to a fair trial, including the right 

to legal representation, the right to confront witnesses, and the right to be informed of the charges 

against them. 

• Role of Enforcement Agencies: The Court has closely monitored the actions of enforcement 

agencies like the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to prevent any abuse of power or violations of 

individual rights. It has emphasized the need for these agencies to act within the bounds of the law. 

• Enforcement of Arrest and Detention Provisions: The Court has scrutinized the PMLA's 

provisions related to arrest and detention, ensuring that they are not used arbitrarily or excessively 

as stated in Pankaj Bansal v. Union of India (2023), It has emphasized the importance of 

adherence to due process and the need for clear and cogent reasons for arrest or detention. 

Balancing Act: Stringent Measures vs. Individual Rights 

• Nature of the crime: The severity of the money laundering offense can influence the extent to 

which individual rights can be limited.  

• Strength of the evidence: The Court has emphasized the need for a strong prima facie case before 

resorting to stringent measures like attachment or detention. in Prem Prakash v. Union of India 

(2024), the Court ruled that confessions made by an individual in custody, especially under 

coercive conditions, could not be considered voluntary and would violate the right against self-

incrimination. 

• Proportionality: The Court has ensured that any restrictions on individual rights are 

proportionate to the nature of the offense and the threat posed to the public interest. 

• Due process: The Court has consistently upheld the principles of due process, ensuring that the 

accused are treated fairly throughout the proceedings. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court’s interventions in the application of the PMLA underscore the delicate balance between 

stringent anti-money laundering measures and the protection of individual rights as can be seen when the 

Supreme Court reversed many of its stances which it had earlier drawn in Vijay Madanlal Choudhary, case 

related to arrest powers, bail provisions for undertrials recording of statement from accused during 

investigation. 

 

Discuss how technology, such as e-filing systems and online dispute resolution platforms, 

can be integrated into the judicial process to enhance efficiency and reduce delays. What 

challenges might arise in the implementation of such technologies? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What are efforts to address judicial delays and challenges that arise in its implementation? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Judicial delays have long plagued the Indian judicial system, undermining the public's faith in its ability to 

deliver timely justice. The recent remarks by President Droupadi Murmu at the National Conference of the 
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District Judiciary have spotlighted the systemic issues leading to prolonged litigation, often referred to as 

the "culture of adjournments" or "Black Coat Syndrome. 

Efforts to Address Judicial Delays 

• E-filing Systems: The introduction of e-filing systems has streamlined the submission and 

management of legal documents, reducing delays caused by manual processes. 

• Online Dispute Resolution (ODR): ODR platforms offer an alternative to traditional court 

proceedings, enabling faster and cost-effective resolution of disputes. 

• Addition of Courtrooms: Increasing the number of courtrooms is an immediate measure to 

alleviate the burden on existing courts. 

• Pre-Litigation Dispute Resolution: Strategies like Lok Adalats and mediation centers aim to 

resolve disputes before they reach the courts, thus reducing the caseload. 

• Comprehensive Reform Strategy: The CJI's plan outlines a multi-stage approach to addressing 

judicial delays, focusing on infrastructure improvement, human resource augmentation, and 

procedural reforms to ensure both speed and fairness in the justice delivery system. 

Challenges  

• Shortfall in Judges: India has just 15 judges per 10 lakh people, far below the recommended 50 

judges per 10 lakh by the Law Commission in 1987. This shortage exacerbates the caseload burden, 

leading to delays in hearings and case resolutions. 

• Lack of Support Staff: Courts are also hampered by insufficient support staff, essential for efficient 

case management and timely processing of legal documents. 

• Frequent Adjournments: The practice of frequent adjournments delays proceedings and leads to 

cases dragging on for years. This "adjournment culture" often stems from overburdened courts, 

but it significantly impacts the lives of litigants, particularly the poor and vulnerable. 

• Over Five Crore Pending Cases: According to the National Judicial Data Grid, over five crore cases 

are pending across various levels of the judiciary. This backlog is a result of both the rising number 

of cases filed each year and the system's inability to resolve them promptly. 

Conclusion 

Judicial delays undermine the rule of law and erode public confidence in the justice system. While 

technological interventions and structural reforms have been initiated, a long-term, comprehensive plan is 

essential to balance the demand for speedy justice with the need to uphold due process and fairness. Only 

then can the judiciary fulfill its role as the guardian of justice in a democratic society. 

 

Critically examine the challenges faced by states in accessing disaster relief funds from 

the central government. What measures can be introduced to ensure timely and adequate 

financial support during disasters? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight challenges faced by states in accessing funds and measures to ensure their timely 

utilization 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, introduced on August 1, 2024, in the Lok Sabha, has reignited 

concerns over the centralization of disaster management in India. While the Bill seeks to strengthen the 

functioning of various disaster management authorities, it also introduces significant challenges, 

particularly in the context of accessing disaster relief funds. 

Challenges Faced by States in Accessing Disaster Relief Funds 
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• Excessive Central Control: The amendment Bill furthers the centralization of disaster 

management by providing statutory status to pre-existing central committees, thereby 

complicating the chain of action during disasters. 

• Dilution of the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF): The Bill dilutes the purpose of the 

NDRF by removing specific guidelines for its utilization, making it more challenging for states to 

access these funds promptly during severe disasters. 

• Lack of Financial Devolution: While the Bill proposes the creation of Urban Disaster Management 

Authorities, it does not ensure the necessary financial devolution to empower these authorities.  

• Regional Variability and Gradation: The Act fails to consider the regional variability of disasters. 

For instance, a temperature that is normal in one region might constitute a heatwave in another, 

yet the Act’s rigid classification does not account for such local differences. 

Measures to Ensure Timely and Adequate Financial Support 

• Empowering State Governments: To address the challenges posed by centralization, states 

should be given greater autonomy in accessing and utilizing disaster relief funds. This can be 

achieved by creating state-level disaster response funds with fewer central approvals required for 

their disbursement. 

• Adaptive and Flexible Criteria: The criteria for disaster classification and fund allocation should 

be made more adaptive, considering regional variations and the specific impact of disasters on 

different geographical areas. 

• Simplified and Transparent Procedures: The process of accessing disaster relief funds should 

be streamlined by reducing bureaucratic layers and making the procedures more transparent. 

• Regular Consultations and Feedback Mechanisms: Regular consultations between the central 

and state governments, along with feedback mechanisms, can help address the concerns of states 

and improve the overall disaster management framework. 

Conclusion 

These measures would not only enhance disaster preparedness but also strengthen the overall resilience 

of the nation to future disasters. 

 

Inequality is a significant challenge in ensuring inclusive development. Examine how 

progressive taxation, fair labour laws, and investment in infrastructure can address 

income inequality in India. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: How various methods can address income inequality in India? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Income inequality, a persistent issue in India, hampers inclusive development by creating a disparity in 

opportunities, access to essential services, and overall quality of life. 

Progressive Taxation 

• Redistribution of Wealth: Progressive taxation is vital for redistributing wealth from the affluent 

to the marginalized. This strategy is not about "stealing from the rich" but rather about utilizing 

tax revenues to improve essential public services like health, education, skill development, and 

environmental sustainability. By focusing on these areas, the government can create a more 

inclusive society where everyone has the opportunity to prosper. 

• Strategic Use of Tax Revenues: The funds generated through progressive taxation should be 

channeled into job creation initiatives and social infrastructure projects, which can uplift the 

economically disadvantaged. This approach ensures that the benefits of economic growth are 

shared more broadly across society. 
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Fair Labour Laws 

• Worker Protection: Enforcing fair labor laws is crucial for ensuring that workers benefit equitably 

from economic growth. This includes upholding labor rights, guaranteeing minimum wages, 

ensuring safety and security in the workplace, eliminating child labor, and protecting workers from 

exploitation. Collective bargaining rights also play a significant role in empowering workers to 

negotiate better wages and working conditions. 

• Equitable Economic Growth: Fair labor laws help ensure that economic growth benefits all 

segments of society, not just the wealthy or those in positions of power. This approach contributes 

to reducing income disparities and promoting social justice. 

Investment in Infrastructure 

• Reducing Regional Disparities: Investing in infrastructure, particularly in underserved regions, 

can help reduce regional disparities and promote inclusion. Key areas for investment include 

environmental sustainability, water and sanitation, forest management, energy, climate resilience, 

housing, and transportation. 

• Sustainable Development: Infrastructure investments should focus on sustainability to ensure 

that economic development does not come at the expense of future generations. This involves 

building infrastructure that supports both economic growth and environmental conservation. 

Conclusion 

These strategies collectively provide a comprehensive framework for addressing income inequality in India, 

ensuring that economic growth benefits all sections of society while promoting sustainability and social 

justice. 

 

With the rise of Artificial Intelligence (AI), discuss the importance of a collaborative, 

multi-stakeholder framework in AI governance. How can India ensure that AI 

development aligns with its national priorities and the interests of the Global South? (250 

words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Importance of collaborative, multi-stakeholder framework in AI governance. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The rise of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has profound implications for global governance, necessitating a 

collaborative, multi-stakeholder framework that can address both the opportunities and challenges posed 

by this transformative technology. 

Importance of a Collaborative, Multi-Stakeholder Framework in AI Governance 

• Ethical Considerations: A multi-stakeholder approach can help address ethical concerns such as 

bias, privacy, and transparency in AI systems. By involving diverse perspectives, it is possible to 

develop guidelines that promote fairness, accountability, and human rights. 

• Global Cooperation: As AI has global implications, international collaboration is crucial. A multi-

stakeholder framework can facilitate dialogue and cooperation among different countries, 

ensuring that AI development is aligned with shared values and avoids harmful outcomes. 

• Trust and Confidence: A collaborative approach can help build trust and confidence in AI 

technologies. By involving stakeholders from various sectors, it is possible to address concerns and 

ensure that AI is developed and deployed responsibly. 

Aligning AI Development with India’s National Priorities 
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• National AI Strategy: India should develop a comprehensive national AI strategy that outlines its 

priorities, goals, and ethical principles. This strategy should be informed by consultations with 

various stakeholders, including government agencies, industry, academia, and civil society. 

• Ethical Guidelines: The Indian government should establish clear ethical guidelines for AI 

development and deployment. These guidelines should address issues such as bias, privacy, 

accountability, and transparency. 

• Research and Development: India should invest in research and development to build its 

capabilities in AI. This includes supporting academic research, fostering innovation in the private 

sector, and developing talent in AI-related fields. 

• International Cooperation: India should actively participate in international forums and 

initiatives related to AI governance. This includes collaborating with other countries in the Global 

South to address their specific needs and concerns. 

• Capacity Building: India should provide capacity-building support to other countries in the Global 

South to help them develop their own AI capabilities and adopt responsible AI practices. 

Conclusion 

As AI continues to shape the global landscape, India must play an active role in shaping international AI 

governance. Furthermore, India’s leadership in the Global South enables it to push for AI governance 

frameworks that are fair, inclusive, and reflective of the unique challenges faced by developing countries.  

 

The concept of the “Right to Disconnect” advocates for the right to disconnect from work 

outside of official hours. In the context of India’s competitive economic structure, 

critically analyze the potential impact of such legislation on economic development and 

work culture. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the positive impact of “right to disconnect” and its potential drawbacks 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Right to Disconnect law, which allows employees to disengage from work-related communication 

outside of official hours, has sparked significant debate in competitive economies like India. While such 

legislation aims to address burnout and promote work-life balance, its potential impact on economic 

development and work culture is multifaceted. 

Positive Impacts 

• Improved Work-Life Balance: Proponents argue that disconnecting from work outside office 

hours enhances employee well-being, which can lead to higher productivity and job satisfaction. 

Studies suggest that rest and mental rejuvenation make workers more creative and motivated. 

• Healthier Workforce: Reducing overwork could lessen burnout, promoting a healthier and more 

sustainable work environment. This is particularly relevant in industries with high attrition rates 

due to stress, such as IT. 

Potential Drawbacks 

• Impact on Competitiveness: India's economy thrives on innovation and rapid growth, in sectors 

where longer hours and flexibility are often crucial. The editorial emphasizes that countries like 

Iceland, with reduced work hours, are not comparable to India, which has a large private sector 

and a growing youth population. Reduced work hours in India could slow down medium 

performers and undermine the country's ability to compete in global markets. 

• Hustle Culture: In India, work is seen as a source of identity and ambition, with continuous 

striving celebrated. Hustle culture, although criticized for overwork, also drives many of the 

nation’s breakthrough innovations. As the editorial points out, high-performance environments 
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have historically been linked to significant advancements, and curbing this drive through legislated 

disengagement could impede progress. 

• Slow Economic Growth: The article highlights that a right to disconnect might dull the edge 

required for economic breakthroughs, especially in industries that need to respond quickly to 

market demands. For a developing country like India, where economic growth is crucial, such a 

policy could slow national progress and widen the gap with more developed economies. 

Conclusion: 

While the Right to Disconnect has clear benefits for employee well-being, its broader application in India’s 

competitive economy could limit growth and reduce the innovation required for development. A balanced 

approach is needed—one that values both hard work and employee well-being, ensuring sustainable 

productivity without compromising economic momentum. 

 

Examine the factors that contribute to the gap between budgetary allocations for the 

health sector and the actual outcomes at the State level in India. Discuss how fiscal space 

and operational frameworks at the State level impact the efficacy of health schemes. (250 

words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the factors that contribute to the gap and how fiscal space and operational frameworks 

impact the efficacy of health schemes. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The realization of the full potential of budgetary allocations in the health sector depends significantly on 

State-level factors, especially as many health initiatives are implemented through Centrally Sponsored 

Schemes (CSS), where States share the cost and responsibility for execution. 

Factors 

• Low fund utilization: For instance, under the Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health 

Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM), the actual expenditure has consistently been much lower than 

the budgeted allocation. This is due to delays in execution, complex structures in grant 

disbursement, and challenges in integrating health initiatives with existing programs at the State 

level. 

• Financial Management: Similarly, in the Human Resources for Health and Medical Education 

(HRHME) initiative, the funds utilized have been significantly lower than allocated, indicating 

inefficiencies in deploying capital expenditure. These challenges highlight the need for improved 

public financial management at the State level, better planning, and coordination to ensure timely 

disbursement and execution of funds. 

• Shortage of Human Resources: A significant shortage of health professionals, especially in newly 

established medical colleges and rural healthcare centers, undermines the full potential of health 

sector investments. For example, there are substantial vacancies in teaching faculty positions in 

medical colleges and specialist doctors in healthcare institutions, particularly in States with weaker 

health systems like Uttar Pradesh and Empowered Action Group States. 

Impact 

• Fiscal Space in States: States are constrained by limited fiscal space to maintain the physical 

infrastructure created under central schemes. While central funding supports initial capital 

investments, States are required to bear recurring costs, such as salaries, maintenance, and 

supplies, after the project duration (e.g., after 2025-26 for PM-ABHIM). Moreover, State 

governments have competing demands on their budgets, with health often receiving a lower 

priority compared to sectors like infrastructure or education. 
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• Operational Complexities: The execution of health schemes is complicated by overlapping 

funding sources, bureaucratic procedures, and the need for extensive reorganization of public 

health institutions. For example, in the case of Integrated District Public Health Laboratories 

(IDPHLs), States need to integrate various vertical health programs, which involve complex 

planning and restructuring. Delays in such restructuring often lead to underperformance in health 

outcomes. 

Conclusion 

The gap between budgetary allocations and health outcomes in India is a complex issue influenced by a 

range of factors. To address this gap, it is essential to strengthen fiscal space, improve operational 

frameworks, and address underlying social, economic, and demographic challenges. 

 

Evaluate the role of semiconductor supply chains in the current global geo-economic and 

geopolitical scenario. How can India’s efforts to develop its semiconductor industry help 

reduce dependency on existing global players? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Role of semiconductor supply chain & India’s efforts to develop semiconductor industry 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Semiconductor chips are indispensable to modern technological systems, driving industries from 

automobiles to defense. The global semiconductor supply chain is dominated by a few countries, 

particularly Taiwan, South Korea, and the U.S., which hold a strategic position in the manufacturing of 

advanced chips. 

Role of Semiconductor Supply Chains 

• Enhance Technological Sovereignty: India will reduce its reliance on imports for critical 

technologies and components, particularly in defense and telecommunications. This will bolster 

India's autonomy in decision-making during geopolitical crises. 

• Strengthen Economic Resilience: Diversifying the supply chain helps mitigate the risks 

associated with supply disruptions, as seen during the pandemic. A strong semiconductor industry 

can shield India’s manufacturing sectors, such as automotive and electronics, from future global 

shortages. 

• Foster Regional Partnerships: The semiconductor agreement with Singapore is a vital 

component of India's Act East Policy and its broader Indo-Pacific vision. By collaborating with 

regional partners, India strengthens its influence in Southeast Asia, positioning itself as a key 

player in the global semiconductor race. 

India’s Efforts to Develop Its Semiconductor Industry and Reduce Dependency 

• Indigenous efforts: India, recognizing the strategic importance of semiconductors, launched the 

India Semiconductor Mission in 2021 with an investment of ₹76,000 crore ($10 billion) in 

incentives to develop the semiconductor ecosystem.  

• Partnerships with Global Firms: The government has announced partnerships, such as the Tata 

Group's collaboration with Taiwan’s Powerchip Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation 

(PSMC) to set up a fabrication plant in India. 

• Attracting Foreign Investment: India’s land and labor costs, which are more competitive than 

those of countries like Singapore, offer a significant advantage in attracting semiconductor 

companies looking to diversify their operations.  

• Learning from Singapore's Model: Singapore’s success as a semiconductor hub stems from its 

early investments, strong infrastructure, and skilled workforce. India can learn from Singapore’s 
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model by setting up specialized Wafer Fab Parks with state-of-the-art infrastructure and talent 

development programs. 

Conclusion 

India’s partnership with Singapore in the semiconductor sector holds significant promise for reducing its 

dependence on established global players and enhancing its role in the global supply chain. This 

collaboration is critical for India’s long-term geo-economic resilience and technological sovereignty in a 

world increasingly defined by digital and technological competition. 

 

The demand for an increase in tax devolution from the Union to the States has gained 

momentum. Examine the implications of raising the share of net proceeds to 50% as a 

means to eliminate vertical fiscal imbalance in India. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Implications of raising share of net proceeds to eliminate VFI 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Vertical Fiscal Imbalance (VFI) refers to the mismatch between the revenue-raising capabilities and 

expenditure responsibilities of different levels of government. In the context of India, the Union government 

collects a greater share of total revenue, while the States bear a larger share of the expenditure burden. This 

imbalance, as noted by the 15th Finance Commission, is particularly pronounced in India, with States 

incurring 61% of the total expenditure but only collecting 38% of the revenue. 

Implications 

• Enhancing Cooperative Fiscal Federalism: Reducing VFI aligns with the principles of cooperative 

federalism, where States and the Union work together to promote balanced economic 

development. This promotes a healthier fiscal relationship and reduces friction between the two 

levels of government, fostering a collaborative approach to governance. 

• Addressing Crisis-Driven Imbalances: As noted during the COVID-19 pandemic, crises tend to 

exacerbate VFIs by driving a wedge between States' revenue and expenditure responsibilities. A 

reduced VFI would make States more financially resilient in the face of such emergencies, reducing 

the need for constant bailout support from the Union government. 

• Efficiency in Expenditure: States, being closer to the people, are better positioned to understand 

the specific needs of their populations. The ability to plan and allocate resources without heavy 

dependence on central grants can also encourage better governance and accountability at the sub-

national level. 

• Increased Flexibility for States: The devolution of taxes from the Union to the States provides 

unconditional or untied funds, which allow States to allocate resources based on their own 

priorities and jurisdictional needs. This increases fiscal autonomy, enhancing the ability of States 

to respond effectively to local development challenges. 

• Constitutional Efficiency: The Constitution of India mandates a division of financial duties 

between the Union and the States. Revenue collection is centralized with the Union for efficiency, 

while expenditure responsibilities are decentralized to the States to maximize the efficiency of 

spending on public goods and services. This decentralized expenditure approach is meant to bring 

governance closer to the people.  

Conclusion 

Increasing tax devolution to around 49%, as suggested by empirical analysis, would strengthen India’s fiscal 

system by enabling States to more effectively meet their responsibilities. This adjustment would foster a 

more balanced and efficient federal structure, improving governance and optimizing resource allocation at 

the State level. 
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Critically analyze India’s trade policy in Southeast Asia, with reference to its withdrawal 

from the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). How is India attempting 

to mitigate the impact of its decision on regional trade dynamics? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Impact of India’s withdrawal from RCEP & measures to mitigate the impact. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India’s trade policy in Southeast Asia, particularly in the context of its withdrawal from the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), remains a subject of critical importance in shaping its 

economic and strategic engagements in the region.  

India’s Withdrawal from RCEP: Economic and Strategic Concerns 

• Trade Deficits: One of India’s primary reasons for exiting RCEP was its fear of worsening trade 

deficits, particularly with China. India's trade imbalance with China, exacerbated by RCEP's trade 

liberalization provisions, could have undermined its domestic manufacturing and industrial 

sectors. 

• Agricultural Sector: India was also concerned about protecting its agricultural sector from 

competition with other RCEP members, particularly those with more efficient farming sectors, 

which could harm Indian farmers. 

• Lack of Protection for Domestic Industry: Indian industries were wary of increased competition 

from more advanced manufacturing economies like Vietnam and China. The perceived inability of 

RCEP to offer sufficient safeguards for domestic sectors, especially textiles, electronics, and 

manufacturing, was another concern. 

India's Post-RCEP Strategy in Southeast Asia 

• Strengthening Bilateral Agreements: India is strengthening bilateral trade and investment ties 

in Southeast Asia, focusing on Malaysia, Singapore, and Vietnam. Collaborations in sectors like 

digitalization, health, and advanced manufacturing aim to address trade imbalances by leveraging 

India’s competitive advantages. 

• Exploring New Economic Areas: India is also pursuing semiconductor diplomacy with Malaysia 

and Singapore, both of which have significant semiconductor production capabilities. This move is 

part of a broader strategy to explore new sectors like space technology and digitalization to 

diversify its economic engagements. 

• Reaffirming the Indo-Pacific Vision: India’s Indo-Pacific strategy aligns with its geopolitical 

goals. Recent visits by the President to Fiji and New Zealand, along with diplomatic engagements 

by the External Affairs Minister, reflect India's commitment to shaping the region’s economic and 

security landscape. 

• Bilateral Trade with ASEAN: India continues to prioritize trade with ASEAN, working to improve 

existing agreements and hosting leaders from Malaysia and Vietnam. It aims to enhance ties 

outside RCEP, particularly by revitalizing the ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement for better market 

access. 

Conclusion 

Prime Minister Modi's recent visits to Southeast Asia, including Singapore and Brunei, highlight India's 

efforts to mitigate the impact of its RCEP exit by strengthening alternative trade and investment 

frameworks.  
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Examine the strategic challenges posed by China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and its 
increasing influence in South Asia. How can India balance economic vulnerabilities while 
maintaining strategic autonomy in the region? (250 words) 

Introduction: Contextual Introduction 
Body: Highlight challenges posed by BRI & measures to address these issues. 
Conclusion: Way forward 

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has significantly expanded its influence across South Asia, creating 
strategic challenges for India. The initiative aims to develop infrastructure, enhance trade routes, and foster 
economic dependence, which has the potential to undermine India's position in its neighborhood. 

Challenges 

• Geopolitical Encirclement: China's BRI has strengthened its presence in South Asia through 
investments in countries like Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal, and Bangladesh. This "String of 
Pearls" strategy threatens India’s influence and creates potential military footholds, such as the 
Hambantota and Gwadar ports, challenging India’s maritime security and dominance in the Indian 
Ocean. 

• Economic Leverage and Debt Diplomacy: Heavy Chinese investments have led to economic 
dependence in countries like Sri Lanka and the Maldives, exposing them to debt traps and 
influencing their foreign policies. Sri Lanka's Hambantota port lease and the Maldives' "India Out" 
campaign reflect China's growing economic leverage at India's expense. 

• Territorial Concerns – China-Pakistan Nexus: The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
runs through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, challenging India’s sovereignty and deepening Sino-
Pakistani military cooperation. This heightens India's security concerns, especially regarding a 
potential two-front conflict. 

• Strategic Infrastructure in the Indian Ocean: Chinese investments in key ports in Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan, and Myanmar under the Maritime Silk Road give China strategic advantages in the Indian 
Ocean Region, posing a direct challenge to India’s maritime strategy and security. 

How India Can Balance Economic Vulnerabilities While Maintaining Strategic Autonomy? 

• Diversifying Economic Dependencies: India must reduce its $85 billion trade deficit with China 
by decreasing reliance on Chinese imports and boosting domestic manufacturing. Diversifying 
trade with countries like Japan, South Korea, and Western nations will help mitigate economic 
vulnerabilities. 

• Reducing Dependence on Defense Imports: India should cut reliance on defense imports from 
conflict-prone countries like Russia, Ukraine, and Israel. Boosting domestic production and forging 
partnerships with France, the U.S., and Israel for defense technology and joint ventures will secure 
reliable supply chains and enhance military readiness. 

• Strengthening Regional Connectivity: India should enhance regional projects like the India-
Myanmar-Thailand Highway and Chabahar Port to counter China’s BRI and strengthen its influence 
in South Asia and the Indian Ocean. 

• Building Strategic Alliances: Forming alliances through the Quad and other partnerships will 
provide strategic balance against China. India should also explore new diplomatic partnerships to 
reinforce its security and economic interests. 

• Enhancing Technological and Industrial Capabilities: To boost strategic autonomy, India should 
invest in electronics, semiconductors, and AI. Initiatives like the PLI scheme support domestic 
production, while collaborations with advanced economies and global research institutions can 
drive innovation. Partnerships in 5G, AI, and cyber defense will strengthen India's tech base and 
global standing. 

Conclusion 

These strategies will help India address the challenges posed by China's BRI, maintain its strategic 

autonomy, and support regional stability and development. 

 

 


