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India is experiencing economic growth with a demographic advantage, but challenges 

such as low labor force participation persist. Discuss the reforms required to harness the 

full potential of India’s demographic dividend, with a focus on skill development and 

employment generation. [Answer in 250 words] 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What reforms are needed in the labor market and industrial growth? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's demographic advantage, with 63% of its population in the working age group and a median age of 

around 28, presents a significant opportunity to propel economic growth. However, the country's labor 

force participation rate, which stood at 55.2% in 2022, coupled with challenges in employment generation, 

particularly in the manufacturing sector, necessitates a series of reforms to fully harness the demographic 

dividend. 

Reforms in Labour Market and Industrial Growth 

• Labor law reforms: India's current labor laws, which are often considered outdated, impose high 

compliance costs and discourage businesses from expanding. The delay in implementing the new 

labor codes, despite being approved by Parliament, has created uncertainty for investors and 

businesses. 

• Boosting manufacturing through MSMEs: Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) are 

the backbone of employment in India, but their reluctance to scale due to regulatory and financial 

barriers needs to be addressed. Easing compliance burdens and providing better access to credit 

will allow MSMEs to grow and absorb more workers. 

• Upgrading vocational training and lifelong learning: The Economic Survey of 2023-24 

highlighted that only 4.4% of the workforce in the age group of 15-29 is formally skilled, presenting 

a major dichotomy of labor surplus and skill shortages. Skilling is not a one-time effort but a 

continuous process. The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020’s focus on foundational skills, critical 

thinking, and higher-order cognitive skills is a step in the right direction but needs regular review 

to stay aligned with the rapidly changing economic landscape. 

• Public-private partnerships in skill development: Meaningful public-private partnerships are 

essential to bridge the gap between the skills provided and the skills required by the industry. By 

involving industries in curriculum design and offering on-the-job training, India can create a 

workforce that meets the demands of a modern, technology-driven economy. This partnership 

would also help align the educational sector with emerging sectors like AI/ML, data analytics, and 

biotechnology. 

• Fostering labor-intensive industries: Sectors such as textiles, construction, and food processing 

have the potential to absorb large sections of the workforce. Policies encouraging investment in 

such industries, including incentives for domestic manufacturing under Make in India, can boost 

job creation. 

Conclusion 

A combination of technological adaptation, state-centric reforms, and enhanced productivity in both 

agriculture and non-agricultural sectors will ensure that India remains on track to leverage its demographic 

advantage and emerge as a global economic leader. 
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Critically analyze the use of the death penalty in India, considering recent legal 

amendments and societal responses to gender-based violence. What alternative 

approaches can be taken to address the underlying causes of violence against women and 

children? [250 words] 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight criticism against the death penalty & alternative approach to address VAWC. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The death penalty in India remains a controversial issue, especially in cases of violence against women and 

children (VAWC). The recent Aparajita Woman and Child (West Bengal Criminal Laws Amendment) Bill, 

2024, which introduces the death penalty for rape, highlights this ongoing debate. 

Criticisms of the Death Penalty for Gender-Based Violence 

• Deterrence vs. Reality: The Justice Verma Committee in 2013 explicitly argued that the death 

penalty does not act as a deterrent against sexual violence. In 2022, the National Crime Records 

Bureau (NCRB) recorded 31,516 cases of rape in India—almost four every hour—indicating that 

the death penalty has not curbed sexual crimes. 

• Procedural Flaws and Bias: India's criminal justice system has severe procedural flaws, which 

disproportionately affect marginalized communities, including Dalits and Adivasis. The biases 

rooted in caste, class, and religion permeate the judicial system, with a disproportionate number 

of death row inmates coming from marginalized backgrounds.  

• Judicial Discretion and Inconsistency: The awarding of death sentences remains inconsistent 

across Indian courts. Studies, such as those by Project 39A, have shown a rising death row 

population, with 561 prisoners at the end of 2023. This trend signals an over-reliance on capital 

punishment without sufficient evidence of its effectiveness in reducing crimes.  

• Failure to Address Root Causes: Punishment alone cannot address the structural causes of 

gender-based violence, which are deeply entrenched in patriarchy, misogyny, and inequality. Rape 

and sexual violence are more about power than sexual desire, as feminists argue. 

Alternatives to the Death Penalty 

• Victim-Centered Reforms: The criminal justice system needs to shift towards victim-centered 

reforms that prioritize the needs and dignity of survivors. This includes providing survivors with 

psychological, legal, and financial support, as well as ensuring their access to education and 

employment opportunities. 

• Public Awareness and Gender Equity: Public discourse needs to move towards gender equity, 

focusing on dismantling patriarchal norms and toxic masculinity. Campaigns like ‘beta padhao, 

beti bachao’ (educate the son to protect the daughter) should challenge the perception that a 

woman's honor is linked to her virginity or body. 

• Judicial Reforms: There must be an emphasis on fair trials and ensuring that undertrials, who 

make up three-fourths of the prison population, are treated with dignity. The system needs to 

reform its processes, including better legal aid for the marginalized, decongesting prisons, and 

providing compensation for wrongful imprisonment or procedural delays. 

Conclusion 

The death penalty, often seen as a quick fix to rising public outrage, fails to address the systemic issues 

underlying gender-based violence in India. While laws like the Aparajita Bill in West Bengal reflect society's 

demand for harsh punishments, they overlook the fact that capital punishment has not proven to be a 

deterrent. Instead, India must shift its focus towards victim-centric policies, redistributive justice, and 

public awareness campaigns that promote gender equality. 
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How does the concept of “One Nation, One Election” threaten India’s federal structure and 

democratic values? Analyze its implications on regional representation and electoral 

choice. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What are threats to federalism & impact on regional representation & electoral choice? 

Introduction: Way forward 

The concept of "One Nation, One Election" in India has been a subject of much debate and controversy. 

Threats to Federal Structure and Democratic Values 

• Centralization of Power: The BJP-led NDA government’s push for simultaneous elections aligns 

with its broader goal of concentrating power at the center. This concentration undermines the 

decentralized federal structure designed to accommodate the diversity of India's states.  

• Subversion of Deliberative Democracy: The concept of "One Nation, One Election" undermines 

deliberation, which is a core tenet of democracy. The proposal could reduce the need for elected 

governments to be responsive to their citizens between elections, weakening the system of checks 

and balances that keeps governments accountable. 

• Electoral Bonds and Quid Pro Quo: The misuse of the electoral bonds scheme by the government, 

shows how concentrating power threatens democratic integrity. These bonds created an uneven 

playing field, benefiting the ruling party through opaque corporate donations.  

Impact on Regional Representation 

• Marginalization of State-Specific Issues: Simultaneous elections would likely elevate national 

over state-level issues. Voters may be more influenced by national figures, particularly the Prime 

Minister, rather than focusing on state governance. This shift weakens the ability of regional parties 

to raise concerns specific to their states, diminishing regional representation in the electoral 

process. 

• Advantage for Dominant National Parties: National-level parties, with their vast resources and 

organizational infrastructure, can dominate the electoral discourse, while smaller, regional parties 

may struggle to make their voices heard. This would not only weaken regional representation but 

also threaten the diversity of India's democratic system. 

Impact on Electoral Choice and Governance 

• Reduced Electoral Choice: In areas where there is a strong dominance of a particular party, voters 

may have limited electoral choice. This could lead to voter apathy and a decline in voter turnout. 

• Reduced Incentives for Government Accountability: Without frequent elections, governments 

may feel less pressure to remain accountable and responsive to the needs of their citizens. By 

aligning elections, the government may become more secure and less responsive, with fewer 

checks on its authority between election cycles. 

Conclusion 

The concept of "One Nation, One Election" poses a significant threat to India's federal structure and 

democratic values. While it may have some administrative advantages, the potential negative consequences 

for regional representation and electoral choice are substantial. It is important to carefully consider these 

implications before implementing such a policy. 
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Examine the different strategies adopted by countries like Vietnam, Bangladesh, and 

Australia to address drowning deaths. How can these models be adapted to the Indian 

context? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight different strategies adopted by different nations to address drowning deaths and how 

can these be adopted in the Indian context. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The global tragedy of drowning deaths is exacerbated by socio-economic conditions, risky environments, 

and inadequate public health responses, particularly in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). India 

faces unique challenges due to its diverse geography, socio-economic disparities, and rising exposure to 

water-related hazards, as seen in the tragic drowning of IAS aspirants in New Delhi. 

Drowning Prevention Strategies in Vietnam, Bangladesh, and Australia 

• Vietnam: Community-Based Swimming Education: Vietnam’s approach emphasizes swimming 

lessons for children, particularly through initiatives like the Swim-Safe curriculum. Children learn 

to tread water and swim unassisted in open water, reducing their vulnerability in water-based 

environments. 

• Bangladesh: Childcare and Community Supervision: Bangladesh has adopted the “Anchal” 

model, a low-cost, community-based intervention where childcare centers ensure institutional 

supervision of children aged 1-5 years. This model has achieved significant success, with an 88% 

reduction in drowning deaths among children under four. 

• Australia: Regulatory and Public Safety Initiatives: Australia focuses on regulatory measures, 

including the mandatory fencing of swimming pools and lifeguard services on beaches. This 

framework ensures both preventive safety and rapid emergency response. 

Adaptation of These Models to the Indian Context 

• Scaling Community-Based Programs: India can establish community-based daycare centers, 

particularly in flood-prone areas and regions with a high density of water bodies. Like Vietnam, 

India can implement school-based swimming lessons in rural areas. 

• Strategic Infrastructure and Regulations: India should adopt regulatory measures similar to 

Australia’s, including fencing around dangerous water bodies such as ponds, wells, and lakes. 

Strengthening safety regulations for boats and water transport, particularly in regions like Kerala 

and Assam, would reduce the risk of accidents. 

• Public Awareness and Multi-Sectoral Collaboration: India can launch public awareness 

campaigns to educate communities about drowning risks, much like Bangladesh. Collaborating 

with international organizations and NGOs could bring additional resources and expertise, aiding 

the implementation of drowning prevention frameworks. 

Conclusion 

India’s recently released Strategic Framework for Drowning Prevention is a step in the right direction, 

but it can benefit from adopting successful strategies from countries like Vietnam, Bangladesh, and 

Australia. By scaling community-based programs, enhancing infrastructure, and improving public 

awareness, India can significantly reduce drowning deaths and protect its most vulnerable populations. 
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Examine how recent decisions of the Supreme Court of India have strengthened the 

constitutional framework for personal liberty, particularly with reference to bail 

jurisprudence. In what ways do these decisions reflect the original intent of Article 21? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: How decisions have strengthened personal liberty and the original intent behind Article 21? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees that "no person shall be deprived of his life or personal 

liberty except according to procedure established by law." Despite the absence of explicit due process 

provisions, the Supreme Court of India has progressively interpreted Article 21 in ways that uphold 

personal liberty. 

Strengthening Constitutional Framework for Personal Liberty 

• Bail and Due Process Rights: Recent Supreme Court decisions have advanced the argument that 

even under stringent laws like the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, and Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act (PMLA), the protection of personal liberty under Article 21 remains paramount as 

courts retain the discretion to grant bail, especially when trials are delayed. 

• Constitutional Courts’ Supremacy in Protecting Personal Liberty: The Court's ruling reflects a 

sophisticated understanding of due process rights, stating that the right to life and liberty under 

Article 21 is "overarching and sacrosanct." The Court held that even restrictive statutory provisions 

cannot overrule this fundamental right.  

• Pro-Bail Approach Revived: The jurisprudential principle that "bail is the rule and jail is the 

exception," first championed by legendary justices like Krishna Iyer, has been reaffirmed by the 

Court. Recent decisions emphasize that laws like the PMLA and UAPA should align with the higher 

constitutional right to life and liberty.  

Reflection of the Original Intent of Article 21 

• K M Munshi's Vision: Despite Article 21 ultimately excluding the explicit phrase "due process," 

recent decisions have fulfilled K M Munshi's vision by ensuring that personal liberty remains 

protected against the arbitrary use of statutory powers. 

• Constitutional Primacy Over Penal Statutes: The Supreme Court’s recent rulings, particularly in 

cases involving the UAPA and PMLA, reflect the Constituent Assembly’s emphasis on safeguarding 

personal liberty. These decisions assert that the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution 

cannot be diluted by restrictive statutory provisions. 

• Endorsement of Fundamental Freedoms: The recent judicial trends in bail jurisprudence reflect 

a clear endorsement of the founding fathers' and mothers' vision for India—a vision where 

personal liberty and due process lie at the core of fundamental freedoms. These decisions reaffirm 

the Assembly's belief that laws must not curtail individual freedom without providing robust 

procedural safeguards. 

Conclusion 

Recent Supreme Court rulings on bail have reinforced the constitutional protection of personal liberty, 

upholding the original intent of Article 21. By stressing due process, timely trials, and the right to life and 

liberty, these decisions reflect the Constituent Assembly's vision of safeguarding individual freedom from 

arbitrary state power, ensuring Article 21 remains central to justice and liberty in India. 
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In light of the recent attacks in Lebanon, discuss the blurred lines between state actions 

and extremist tactics in modern conflicts. How do such actions challenge the ethical and 

legal boundaries of state conduct in international relations? 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Discuss blurred lines between state actions and extremist tactics and their impact on legal, and 

ethical standards. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

In modern conflicts, the lines between state actions and extremist tactics are often blurred, especially when 

preemptive actions and provocations are indistinguishable. This is particularly true in regions with complex 

histories and hostile neighbors, as seen in the ongoing conflict between Israel and Hezbollah.  

Blurred Lines Between State Actions and Extremist Tactics 

• Preemptive Action vs. Provocation: In the case of Israel’s "exploding devices" attack in Lebanon, 

it is difficult to clearly define whether the action was a preemptive strike to neutralize threats from 

Hezbollah or a provocative, indiscriminate attack. By using tactics typically associated with non-

state extremist actors, such as targeting a wide civilian population through compromised 

communication devices, Israel risks undermining its claim to legitimate state defense. 

• Deterrence vs. Retribution: Israel’s defense of its actions following the October 7 Hamas attacks 

reflects a broader challenge in distinguishing deterrence from retribution. Deterrence is aimed at 

preventing further violence, but Israel’s continued aggression, especially with its attacks on civilian 

areas in Gaza and Lebanon, risks being perceived as retribution rather than a measured defensive 

strategy.  

Challenges to Ethical and Legal Boundaries 

• Civilian Casualties: The ethical and legal challenges become stark when actions like the pager 

explosion in Lebanon result in widespread civilian injuries. With over 3,000 people injured, many 

of whom were likely not Hezbollah fighters, Israel’s actions raise serious concerns about 

proportionality and the protection of non-combatants.  

• Accountability Under International Law: States, unlike non-state actors, are expected to adhere 

to stringent rules of conduct under international law, including the Geneva Conventions. However, 

Israel’s continued aggression, including attacks on Hezbollah and other Iran-backed groups, 

challenges these legal norms and invites scrutiny regarding its compliance with international laws 

governing warfare. 

• Escalation and Regional Instability: The blurring of state actions and extremist tactics raises the 

risk of the conflict expanding into broader theaters, involving multiple actors like Iran-backed 

Hezbollah and Houthis in Yemen. This not only destabilizes the region but also challenges the 

global security framework, as states engaging in extremist-like tactics set dangerous precedents 

for future conflicts. 

Conclusion 

The erosion of ethical & legal standards, especially in conflict zones with fraught histories, complicates 

efforts to maintain accountability and protect civilians, ultimately destabilizing both regional security and 

global norms of state conduct. 
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Examine the recent policy measures taken by the Indian government to protect domestic 

oil seed farmers. How do these measures balance the interests of farmers and consumers 

in the context of edible oil inflation? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight key measures to protect oil seed farmers and balancing act between farmers and 

consumers in the context of edible oil inflation. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Indian government's recent policy decisions aim to protect domestic oilseed farmers while managing 

the balance between their interests and those of consumers, especially in the context of edible oil inflation. 

These decisions reflect a shift from an earlier focus on consumer relief to a more producer-friendly 

approach. 

Key Measures 

• Import Duties and Restrictions: To protect domestic farmers, the government imposes import 

duties and restrictions on edible oils and oilseeds. This provides significant price protection to 

domestic oilseed farmers. By making imports more expensive, the government reduces 

competition from cheaper foreign oils, thereby supporting domestic oilseed prices. 

• Procurement of Soybean at MSP: The government has also permitted states like Maharashtra, 

Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, and Telangana to procure soybeans at the minimum support price 

(MSP) of Rs. 4,892 per quintal. This has raised prices in key mandis, benefiting farmers by bringing 

prices closer to the MSP. 

• Promotion of Oilseed Cultivation: The government promotes oilseed cultivation through various 

schemes, such as providing subsidized seeds, fertilizers, and technical assistance to farmers. This 

aims to increase domestic production and reduce dependence on imports. 

Balancing Interests 

• Domestic Production Capacity: Increasing domestic production is crucial to reducing reliance on 

imports and stabilizing prices. However, it is essential that this expansion in cultivation is 

sustainable and avoids causing environmental harm. 

• Consumer Affordability: While safeguarding farmers' interests is important, the government 

must also ensure that edible oils remain affordable for consumers. Significant price hikes could 

disproportionately affect low-income households. 

• Global Market Dynamics: The government must keep a close watch on global market trends and 

adapt its policies as necessary. If international edible oil prices decline, it may be prudent to lower 

import duties or ease restrictions to benefit consumers. 

Conclusion 

The Modi government’s recent policy measures reflect a balancing act between protecting domestic oilseed 

farmers and ensuring affordability for consumers. These policies aim to support domestic production while 

keeping inflation under control, contributing to the long-term goal of reducing dependency on imports and 

promoting self-sufficiency in edible oil production. 
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Critically evaluate India’s need for a comprehensive National Security Strategy (NSS) in 

the context of its current economic ambitions and evolving geopolitical challenges. (250 

words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the need for a comprehensive National Security Strategy (NSS) for India. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's evolving geopolitical challenges and ambitious economic goals underscore the need for a 

comprehensive National Security Strategy (NSS). As India seeks to transition into a $4 trillion economy, 

external threats and internal vulnerabilities necessitate a coordinated approach that integrates defense, 

diplomacy, and economic policy. 

Key Considerations for India's NSS 

• Economic Ambitions and Resource Prioritization: India's economic strength is key to its overall 

security. A growing economy supports defense modernization, social welfare programs, and 

infrastructure development. However, the country faces constrained resources, and prioritization 

within government budgets is essential. An NSS would help allocate resources across sectors more 

efficiently, ensuring balanced investment in defense, health, education, and other critical areas. 

• Expanding the Scope of National Security: Traditional concepts of national security centered 

around military defense are no longer sufficient for India. The scope must now include 

cybersecurity, climate change, energy security, and economic stability. The challenges India faces 

require a more holistic approach to national security, encompassing both external threats and 

internal vulnerabilities. 

• Geopolitical Dynamics and Multi-alignment: India's geopolitical positioning necessitates a 

strategy of multi-alignment to balance relationships with multiple global powers. While engaging 

with the Quad (U.S., Japan, Australia) to counterbalance China in the Indo-Pacific, India remains 

involved in BRICS (Brazil, Russia, China, and South Africa) to manage economic dependencies. 

• Defense Modernization and Technological Gaps: India faces significant gaps in military 

capabilities, particularly in the maritime domain, where its submarine strength is substantially 

weaker than China’s. A comprehensive NSS would prioritize defense modernization, particularly 

in naval and air capabilities, aligning investments with India’s geopolitical focus on the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

• Balancing Transparency and Secrecy: A key consideration in developing India’s NSS is the 

balance between transparency and secrecy. While countries like the U.S. openly project their 

capabilities to reinforce global leadership, India’s vulnerabilities, especially in defense, make it 

essential to keep its strategy classified. A public NSS could expose strategic weaknesses and limit 

foreign policy flexibility. 

Conclusion 

India’s current geopolitical environment and economic ambitions necessitate the formulation of a 

comprehensive National Security Strategy. This strategy should go beyond traditional defense and 

encompass economic, technological, and internal security concerns. However, the NSS must be crafted with 

a careful balance of secrecy and transparency, enabling India to address its vulnerabilities without 

compromising its strategic interests. A well-crafted NSS will be critical for India to secure its position as a 

rising power while safeguarding its sovereignty and economic ambitions. 
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How can India balance its aspirations of becoming a major defence exporter with its 

obligations under international humanitarian law? Discuss the normative and legal 

aspects that need to be considered. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: India’s balancing strategy and normative and legal aspects as a major defence exporter. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India’s aspiration to become a major defense exporter presents complex challenges, particularly when it 

comes to balancing these ambitions with its obligations under international humanitarian law (IHL). 

International Obligations and Arms Trade Regulation 

• Customary International Law: Although India is not bound by the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), some 

provisions of the treaty, such as Article 6(3), reflect customary international law. This article 

prohibits arms exports when the exporting state knows that the arms may be used to commit war 

crimes. Even without signing the ATT, India must ensure compliance with these customary norms 

to avoid legal and ethical pitfalls in its defense exports. 

• Geneva Conventions: India is obligated under the Geneva Conventions to prevent the use of its 

defense exports in violations of IHL. This obligation is significant in situations where there is a clear 

risk of misuse, such as conflicts involving Israel in Gaza. Strengthening domestic laws to reflect 

these international obligations would align India’s defense export policies with the legal norms 

governing the arms trade. 

Normative Considerations 

• India’s Ethical Responsibility: India has long held the stance of being a responsible global actor, 

promoting peace and non-alignment. Exporting defense equipment to countries accused of war 

crimes, like Israel in the Gaza conflict, would potentially harm India's ethical standing. 

• Regional and Global Stability: India must ensure that its defense exports do not contribute to 

regional instability or exacerbate conflicts, particularly in geopolitically sensitive areas. Upholding 

norms of peace, stability, and responsible trade is essential for maintaining its position as a global 

leader in defense while preventing the misuse of arms in conflicts that violate IHL. 

Legal Considerations 

• Absence of Domestic Legal Provisions on IHL Compliance: Unlike the United Kingdom or the 

European Union, India’s domestic laws lack explicit provisions requiring the government to assess 

the IHL compliance of countries importing Indian defense equipment. 

• Need for Legal Reforms: To avoid relying solely on international law, India should consider 

amending the Foreign Trade Act (FTA) of 1992 and the Weapons of Mass Destruction and their 

Delivery Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act (WMDA) of 2005 to explicitly include 

provisions for assessing the IHL compliance of countries importing Indian defense equipment.  

Conclusion 

A responsible approach to defence exports can contribute to global peace and security while safeguarding 

India's reputation as a responsible international actor. 
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“Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is key to improving urban mobility and enhancing 

economic productivity in Indian cities.” Analyze the significance of TOD in the context of 

urban planning and employment generation. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Significance of TOD in urban planning and employment generation. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Indian cities are at the cusp of a transportation revolution, with substantial investments projected for metro 

rail projects between 2022 and 2027. These investments, amounting to ₹3 trillion, are set to enhance urban 

mobility and unlock significant economic potential. This initiative is underpinned by the National Transit 

Oriented Development (TOD) Policy and the Metro Rail Policy, both approved in 2017. 

Significance of TOD in Urban Planning 

• Land Use and Transportation Integration: TOD focuses on compact, mixed-use development 

near transit stations, promoting land use–transport integration. This approach effectively 

decouples density from congestion and economic growth from resource use and carbon emissions.  

• Reduction of Commute Times: As urban areas expand outward, public transport systems often 

lag behind, resulting in longer commute times and increased private vehicle use. This exacerbates 

congestion and reduces access to job markets. With TOD, urban design can prioritize proximity to 

transit, minimizing commute times and enhancing overall productivity. 

• Boosting Economic Activity: By clustering jobs near transit stations, TOD creates agglomeration 

effects that drive innovation and productivity. Businesses benefit from increased access to a diverse 

labor pool and customer base, fostering local economic development.  

Impact of TOD on Employment Generation 

• Job Proximity and Density: According to WRI India's study, the current job density in Bengaluru 

is highest near operational and under-construction metro networks. Once the ongoing metro 

phases are completed, a substantial percentage of jobs will be within close proximity to transit 

stations—28% within 500 meters, 59% within 1 kilometer, and 85% within 2 kilometers. This 

accessibility is crucial for enhancing workforce participation and productivity. 

• Catalyzing Local Business Growth: The clustering of enterprises near metro stations enhances 

local business opportunities, particularly for service enterprises. Large businesses often anchor 

smaller ones, creating a vibrant local economy.  

• Barriers to Business Location Choices: Many large enterprises cite barriers such as unsuitable 

properties, unfavorable development regulations, and high property prices near metro stations. 

Addressing these challenges through supportive policies and infrastructure upgrades can enhance 

the viability of TOD. 

Conclusion 

A coordinated approach involving strategic urban planning, supportive policies, and public-private 

collaboration will be essential for realizing the full potential of TOD in addressing urban challenges and 

driving sustainable development in India. 

 

 

 

 


