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How can India balance its aspirations of becoming a major defence exporter with its
obligations under international humanitarian law? Discuss the normative and legal

aspects that need to be considered. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: India’s balancing strategy and normative and legal aspects as a major defence exporter.
Conclusion: Way forward

India’s aspiration to become a major defense exporter presents complex challenges, particularly when it

comes to balancing these ambitions with its obligations under international humanitarian law (IHL).

International Obligations and Arms Trade Regulation

Customary International Law: Although India is not bound by the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), some
provisions of the treaty, such as Article 6(3), reflect customary international law. This article
prohibits arms exports when the exporting state knows that the arms may be used to commit war
crimes. Even without signing the ATT, India must ensure compliance with these customary norms
to avoid legal and ethical pitfalls in its defense exports.

Geneva Conventions: India is obligated under the Geneva Conventions to prevent the use of its
defense exports in violations of IHL. This obligation is significant in situations where there is a clear
risk of misuse, such as conflicts involving Israel in Gaza. Strengthening domestic laws to reflect
these international obligations would align India’s defense export policies with the legal norms
governing the arms trade.

Normative Considerations

India’s Ethical Responsibility: India has long held the stance of being a responsible global actor;
promoting peace and non-alignment. Exporting defense equipment to countries accused of war
crimes, like Israel in the Gaza conflict, would potentially harm India's ethical standing.

Regional and Global Stability: India must ensure that its defense exports do not contribute to
regional instability or exacerbate conflicts, particularly in geopolitically sensitive areas. Upholding
norms of peace, stability, and responsible trade is essential for maintaining its position as a global
leader in defense while preventing the misuse of arms in conflicts that violate IHL.

Legal Considerations

Absence of Domestic Legal Provisions on IHL Compliance: Unlike the United Kingdom or the
European Union, India’s domestic laws lack explicit provisions requiring the government to assess
the IHL compliance of countries importing Indian defense equipment.

Need for Legal Reforms: To avoid relying solely on international law, India should consider
amending the Foreign Trade Act (FTA) of 1992 and the Weapons of Mass Destruction and their
Delivery Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act (WMDA) of 2005 to explicitly include
provisions for assessing the IHL compliance of countries importing Indian defense equipment.

Conclusion

A responsible approach to defence exports can contribute to global peace and security while safeguarding
India's reputation as a responsible international actor.

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[N




Mains Marathon Compilation September (Fourth Week) 2024

“Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is key to improving urban mobility and enhancing
economic productivity in Indian cities.” Analyze the significance of TOD in the context of
urban planning and employment generation. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Significance of TOD in urban planning and employment generation.

Conclusion: Way forward

Indian cities are at the cusp of a transportation revolution, with substantial investments projected for metro
rail projects between 2022 and 2027. These investments, amounting to X3 trillion, are set to enhance urban
mobility and unlock significant economic potential. This initiative is underpinned by the National Transit
Oriented Development (TOD) Policy and the Metro Rail Policy, both approved in 2017.

Significance of TOD in Urban Planning

e Land Use and Transportation Integration: TOD focuses on compact, mixed-use development
near transit stations, promoting land use-transport integration. This approach effectively
decouples density from congestion and economic growth from resource use and carbon emissions.

e Reduction of Commute Times: As urban areas expand outward, public transport systems often
lag behind, resulting in longer commute times and increased private vehicle use. This exacerbates
congestion and reduces access to job markets. With TOD, urban design can prioritize proximity to
transit, minimizing commute times and enhancing overall productivity.

e Boosting Economic Activity: By clustering jobs near transit stations, TOD creates agglomeration
effects that drive innovation and productivity. Businesses benefit from increased access to a diverse
labor pool and customer base, fostering local economic development.

Impact of TOD on Employment Generation

¢ Job Proximity and Density: According to WRI India's study, the current job density in Bengaluru
is highest near operational and under-construction metro networks. Once the ongoing metro
phases are completed, a substantial percentage of jobs will be within close proximity to transit
stations—28% within 500 meters, 59% within 1 kilometer, and 85% within 2 kilometers. This
accessibility is crucial for enhancing workforce participation and productivity.

e (Catalyzing Local Business Growth: The clustering of enterprises near metro stations enhances
local business opportunities, particularly for service enterprises. Large businesses often anchor
smaller ones, creating a vibrant local economy:.

e Barriers to Business Location Choices: Many large enterprises cite barriers such as unsuitable
properties, unfavorable development regulations, and high property prices near metro stations.
Addressing these challenges through supportive policies and infrastructure upgrades can enhance
the viability of TOD.

Conclusion

A coordinated approach involving strategic urban planning, supportive policies, and public-private
collaboration will be essential for realizing the full potential of TOD in addressing urban challenges and
driving sustainable development in India.
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Examine the significance of the National Credit Framework (NCrF) in transforming India’s
higher education system under the National Education Policy 2020.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Significance of NCrF in transforming India’s higher education system.

Conclusion: Way forward

The National Credit Framework (NCrF) plays a transformative role in reshaping India’s higher education
system under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, by creating a flexible and dynamic educational
structure.

Significance

¢ Flexibility in Education: One of the core principles of the NCrF is the flexibility it offers to students
in choosing courses and activities. Through classroom learning, research projects, sports,
internships, or even performing arts, students can earn credits based on assessments. This
flexibility reflects a move towards a learner-centric model, giving students autonomy over their
educational journey and enabling them to pursue diverse interests.

o Fostering Skills and Employability: The NCrF is essential in addressing the skills gap in India’s
workforce. The traditional higher education system focused predominantly on theoretical
knowledge, leaving a significant gap in practical, employable skills. Higher education institutions
(HEIs), through the NCrF, are now encouraged to provide a balanced education that includes
vocational training and fundamental research.

e Democratizing Education and Promoting Social Equity: The adoption of the NCrF is also crucial
in the democratization of education. Flexibility in learning, interdisciplinary courses, and practical
skills ensure that education becomes more inclusive, addressing the needs of all sections of society.
This is key to ensuring that students from marginalized backgrounds have access to opportunities
that can uplift them socially and economically.

e Adapting to Economic and Technological Changes: In a world where the economy and
technology are changing at breakneck speed, educational institutions need to continuously adapt.
The NCrF enables continuous adaptation by offering flexibility to revise curricula based on evolving
job requirements.

e Overcoming Resistance to Change: As the NEP 2020 outlines, the time has come to reimagine
education and move away from fossilized pedagogical practices. The NCrF challenges institutions
to break free from these outdated views, offering students the chance to shape their education
according to their interests, future career goals, and societal needs.

Conclusion

The National Credit Framework (NCrF) is crucial in realizing the transformative vision of the National
Education Policy 2020. The NCrF’s focus on skill development, multidisciplinary learning, and inclusivity
will ultimately shape the future of India’s education system, ensuring that it is equipped to meet the
demands of the 21st century.

Critically analyze the role of cross-border insolvency laws in international trade and
assess India’s current approach to these legal frameworks.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What is the role of cross-border insolvency laws in international trade and India’s current
approach?
Conclusion: Way forward

Cross-border insolvency laws play a crucial role in facilitating international trade and ensuring the smooth
resolution of insolvency cases involving assets and creditors in multiple jurisdictions. These laws provide
legal certainty, improve the health of multinational trading entities, and encourage foreign investments.
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Role of Cross-Border Insolvency Laws in International Trade

Legal Certainty: In a globalized economy, businesses engage in cross-border trade and
investments, often dealing with foreign creditors and debtors. Cross-border insolvency laws
provide a predictable and uniform framework for the resolution of insolvency cases across borders,
thus reducing the risks associated with international trade.

Health of Trading Entities: Insolvency laws help maintain the financial health of multinational
companies by offering structured procedures for asset distribution and debt resolution across
jurisdictions. This facilitates the survival or orderly liquidation of firms, thereby preserving value
for creditors and maintaining economic stability.

Encouraging Investment: The presence of robust cross-border insolvency laws boosts investor
confidence as it ensures that their claims will be treated equitably, even in foreign jurisdictions.
This leads to greater international capital flow and trade.

Harmonization: The adoption of harmonized insolvency laws, such as the UNCITRAL Model Law,
reduces the legal conflicts arising from different national insolvency regimes, making cross-border
cooperation smoother. It allows countries to cooperate more effectively in cases of multinational
insolvency, which is vital for global trade.

India’s current approach to legal frameworks

UNCITRAL Model Law: India has not yet adopted the UNCITRAL Model Law, although the
Bankruptcy Law Reform Committee and the Economic Survey 2022 have recommended its
implementation. Currently, India relies on limited provisions under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) 2016, which allows for bilateral agreements on cross-border insolvency cases. The lack
of a comprehensive cross-border insolvency framework reduces the predictability and efficiency
of insolvency proceedings involving international creditors, affecting India’s attractiveness as an
investment destination.

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs): India has signed Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreements (CECAs), and Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreements (CEPAs) with over 54 countries. While CECAs and CEPAs are more ambitious and aim
to cover deeper regulatory aspects of trade, they still mostly ignore the insolvency dimensions,
focusing instead on disputes, intellectual property rights (IPRs), and sustainability. This omission
is a significant gap, as insolvency laws are a vital ingredient of international trade, helping trading
entities manage the risks of financial distress.

Conclusion

The adoption of cross-border insolvency laws is vital for promoting legal certainty, facilitating investment,
and improving the health of trading entities with international operations. The integration of these

dimensions into FTAs, alongside the potential adoption of the UNCITRAL Model Law, would significantly

strengthen India’s legal and trade frameworks, positioning the country to better manage the complexities
of cross-border insolvency and enhance its global trade competitiveness.

“In recent years, concerns about national security have increasingly influenced India’s
approach to foreign direct investment (FDI) policies.” Discuss the strategic and economic
challenges India faces in balancing FDI with national security concerns.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight strategic and economic challenges India faces in balancing FDI with security
Conclusion: Way forward

India’s approach to foreign direct investment (FDI) has evolved significantly, especially in the context of
national security concerns. However, as highlighted, despite high-decibel debates on the issue, India lacks
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a comprehensive legislative framework to address FDI and international trade on grounds of national
security.

Strategic Challenges in the Absence of a Comprehensive Framework

e Legal Ambiguity: India's FDI regulations, particularly the adoption of Press Note 3 (PN3) in April
2020, sought to control FDI from countries sharing land borders, most notably China, by requiring
government approval. The lack of explicit national security provisions in FEMA makes India’s FDI
screening mechanism legally ambiguous.

e Security Concerns Not Explicitly Addressed: Unlike other countries, India’s current FDI
framework does not explicitly mention "national security" as a criterion. This creates challenges in
justifying restrictive measures in case of international arbitration or diplomatic pressure.

e (Challenges from International Courts: India’s lack of a specific FDI law grounded in national
security considerations poses risks to international courts or tribunals. This pattern underscores
India's vulnerability to legal challenges at the World Trade Organization (WTO) or other tribunals,
as these actions could be seen as economic measures rather than national security-driven
interventions.

Economic Challenges in Balancing FDI and National Security

e Impact on Investments: While national security is crucial, over-restrictive FDI measures could
stifle investments, particularly from countries like China that have significant capital reserves.

e Lack of Investor Confidence: The absence of a well-defined, transparent, and predictable national
security framework creates uncertainty for foreign investors. India’s reliance on broad, often
discretionary laws like FEMA or the Customs Tariff Act without clear provisions for national
security diminishes investor confidence and may lead to capital flight or hesitation from new
investors.

e Missed Opportunities in High-Growth Sectors: India’s technology and telecommunications
sectors, critical for the country’s economic future, depend heavily on foreign investment and
innovation. Without a proper legal framework that balances security with economic interests, India
risks losing out on investments that are crucial for technological growth and job creation.

Conclusion

A well-crafted national security law would not only enhance India's capacity to safeguard its interests but
also provide greater transparency and predictability to foreign investors, ensuring a balanced approach to
FDI

“International sanctions on Russia have disrupted the flow of dividends to Indian oil
companies.” Examine the impact of sanctions on India’s energy security and suggest
alternative financial and investment strategies to safeguard critical interests in such
situations.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the impact of sanctions on India’s energy security and strategies to safeguard interests.

Conclusion: Way forward

The imposition of international sanctions on Russia, following its invasion of Ukraine, has created
significant challenges for Indian oil companies like ONGC Videsh (OVL), Oil India (OIL), and Indian Oil
Corporation (I10C) that have invested billions in Russian energy projects.

Impact of Sanctions on India’s Energy Security

e Stranded Dividend Income: Due to sanctions, dividend payments, worth around $900 million, are
stuck in accounts at the Commercial Indo Bank (CIBL) in Russia, affecting the financial liquidity of
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these companies. This limits their ability to reinvest or repatriate funds, creating long-term cash
flow issues and impacting their profitability.

¢ Inability to Repurpose Funds: Although Indian companies could theoretically use these stranded
funds to finance additional investments or operational expenses in Russia, the projects are past
their major capital expenditure cycles. This further exacerbates India's dependence on oil imports
and affects its ability to ensure energy security.

e Challenges in Using Dividends for Oil Payments: India imports significant volumes of Russian
oil, yet using these dividends to pay for oil purchases is complicated by jurisdictional issues.

e Geopolitical Risks: Dependence on Russian oil has exposed India to global financial instability,
and the situation underscores the need for diversifying energy sources and rethinking overseas
investments in politically volatile regions.

Alternative Financial and Investment Strategies

e Strengthening Bilateral Payment Mechanisms: India should explore enhancing bilateral
payment arrangements, such as expanding the rupee-ruble exchange mechanism, allowing Indian
companies to settle oil payments and receive dividends in local currencies.

e Investment in Renewable Energy: Accelerating the development of renewable energy
infrastructure in India would lessen its reliance on imported oil.

e Use of Sovereign Wealth Funds: India could partner with sovereign wealth funds (SWFs) from
oil-rich nations to co-invest in global energy projects, spreading the risk and reducing exposure to
individual markets.

e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): Expanding India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) can
buffer against short-term supply disruptions, ensuring energy security even in the event of
sanctions or supply chain disruptions.

o Diplomatic Negotiations: Effective diplomatic efforts with Russia and other key global
stakeholders are essential to resolving the dividend issue.

Conclusion

Such strategies will ensure that India is better equipped to handle similar situations in the future,
preserving its energy security in an increasingly uncertain global landscape.

Analyze the impact of the Self-Respect Movement on caste-based discrimination and
women's rights in Tamil Nadu. How has the movement evolved to address contemporary
challenges like cultural homogenization and intersectionality?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Impact of movement and how has it evolved to address contemporary challenges.

Conclusion: Way forward

The Self-Respect Movement, launched by Periyar E.V. Ramasamy in 1925, was a radical initiative aimed at
dismantling caste hierarchies and patriarchal norms in Tamil society.

Impact of the Self-Respect Movement on Caste-Based Discrimination & Women'’s Rights

e (ritique of Brahminism: The movement strongly opposed Brahminical dominance, which was
viewed as the ideological underpinning of caste hierarchy.

o Self-Respect Marriages: By removing Brahmin priests from marriage ceremonies and promoting
egalitarian unions, the movement sought to eliminate caste distinctions in personal and social life.

e Gender Equality: The movement focused on elevating women's status by advocating for equal
property rights, the right to divorce, and widow remarriage, directly challenging patriarchal
control over women’s lives.
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e Control Over Reproductive Rights: By promoting contraception and the right to abortion, Periyar
empowered women to take control of their reproductive health, challenging traditional notions of
female subservience.

e (Critique of Ancient Texts: The movement openly criticized religious texts that demeaned women,
advocating for a rational and equitable society where women were not relegated to inferior roles.

o Political Representation: Through the Justice Party and later the Dravidian parties, the Self-
Respect Movement facilitated the rise of non-Brahmin leadership, ensuring better representation
for marginalized castes in government and administration.

Evolution to Address Contemporary Challenges like Cultural Homogenization and Intersectionality

e  Cultural Homogenization: The rise of Hindutva poses a major challenge to the pluralistic identity
that the Self-Respect Movement espoused. The movement must now counter the growing narrative
of cultural homogenization, which seeks to erase distinct regional and caste identities in favor of a
unified Hindu identity.

o Intersectionality: The movement is now grappling with the complexity of intersectional
identities, where caste intersects with class, gender, religion, and sexuality. Addressing new social
issues such as LGBTQIA+ rights, gender fluidity, and economic inequality requires the movement
to expand its scope beyond traditional caste and gender concerns.

Conclusion

As the Self-Respect Movement enters its second century, its core mission of fighting caste-based
discrimination and advocating women'’s rights remains more critical than ever. Its continued relevance in
Tamil Nadu’s politics and society will depend on its ability to redefine its role to address these emerging
issues, thereby ensuring that its ideals endure for future generations.

Discuss the implications of “China Shock 2.0” on global trade, with a focus on its effects on
India’s manufacturing sector and trade balance. What policy measures should India
adopt, to mitigate the negative impacts of this shock?

Introduction: What is China Shock 2.0?

Body: Implications of this on India & measures to mitigate its negative impacts.

Conclusion: Way forward

"China Shock 2.0" refers to the renewed wave of Chinese exports that are disrupting global markets, driven
by China's ambition to move up the export value chain amid a domestic demand slump.

Implications of “China Shock 2.0” on Global Trade, Trade Balance & Manufacturing Sector

e Increased Protectionism: The US has responded to China's export surge by imposing steep tariffs,
including 100% duties on EVs and 50% on solar cells, steel, and aluminum. Similar measures are
being adopted by India and other countries to safeguard domestic industries.

e Competition in High-Tech Sectors: China's renewed export push, particularly in high-tech sectors
such as EVs, solar cells, and semiconductors, threatens India's efforts to boost its manufacturing
capabilities.

e Global Supply Chain Shifts: China's dominance in sectors such as solar equipment & electronics
has made many countries heavily reliant on its exports. This, combined with China's ongoing
industrial policies to stimulate exports amid weak domestic demand, is causing disruptions in
global supply chains, particularly in renewable energy & steel industries.

o Decline in Domestic Steel Industry: India's steel industry has been particularly vulnerable to the
influx of cheap Chinese steel. Despite government interventions, such as anti-dumping
investigations, domestic steel producers continue to face intense competition.
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e Widening Trade Deficit: India's trade deficit with China has grown significantly, with imports
from China rising by nearly 60% from $70 billion in FY19 to $101 billion in FY24.

Policy Measures India Should Adopt

e Promote Domestic Manufacturing and Supply Chain Independence: Expanding the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme to include more high-tech sectors like EVs, solar cells,
and semiconductors can help reduce reliance on Chinese imports.

¢ Diversification of Import Sources: India should reduce its over-dependence on Chinese imports
by strengthening trade relations with other countries such as Japan, South Korea, and ASEAN
members.

e Boosting Renewable Energy Self-Reliance: India must prioritize building domestic
manufacturing capabilities in the renewable energy sector. Strategic investments in domestic solar
cell and module production, along with incentives for clean energy startups, can help India achieve
its 2030 targets while reducing reliance on Chinese imports.

e Support for the Steel Industry: To protect the domestic steel sector, India should impose stricter
anti-dumping duties on Chinese steel imports while promoting value-added steel production
domestically.

Conclusion

Focusing on long-term industrial policies and fostering self-reliance will enable India to tackle the
challenges arising from China’s renewed export push while strengthening its position in global trade.

Discuss the challenges faced by Indian migrant workers in Southeast Asia, particularly in
the context of reports of cyber slavery. What steps should the government take to ensure
their safety and secure their return?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight challenges faced by migrant workers and steps to overcome those challenges.
Conclusion: Way forward

Indian migrant workers in Southeast Asia often face a myriad of challenges, ranging from exploitation to
human trafficking. One particularly disturbing trend is the rise of "cyber slavery," where workers are forced
to engage in online scams or other illicit activities.

Challenges Faced by Indian Migrant Workers in Southeast Asia

e Recruitment Fraud and Trafficking: Indian workers are lured to Southeast Asia with promises
of well-paying jobs like data entry, only to be trapped in illegal cyber operations. Many victims fall
prey to unscrupulous agents who charge exorbitant fees for securing jobs abroad, adding to the
debt burden on workers and increasing their vulnerability to exploitation.

e Forced Labor in Cybercrime: Migrants are coerced into engaging in illegal activities, particularly
online scams & frauds involving cryptocurrency & fraudulent investment schemes. They create
fake social media accounts & lure individuals into investing in fake schemes.

o Lack of Legal and Social Protections: Southeast Asian countries, particularly regions like parts
of Myanmar and Cambodia, are often beyond the reach of effective law enforcement, making it
difficult to protect migrant workers.

Steps the Government Should Take to Ensure the Safety and Secure the Return of Migrant Workers

e Strengthen Legal Frameworks: Implement and enforce laws that protect the rights of migrant
workers, including those related to labor standards, wages, and working conditions.

e Enhance Pre-Departure Orientation: Provide comprehensive pre-departure training to workers,
covering their rights, potential risks, and strategies for seeking help.
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o Establish Bilateral Agreements: Negotiate bilateral agreements with Southeast Asian countries
to ensure the protection of Indian workers' rights and facilitate their return if necessary.

e Promote Ethical Recruitment: Encourage ethical recruitment practices and discourage the use of
unscrupulous agents who exploit workers.

e Expand Support Services: Establish or strengthen support services for Indian workers in
Southeast Asia, including shelters, legal aid, and counseling.

¢ Investin Technology: Utilize technology to track the movement of workers and identify potential
cases of exploitation or trafficking.

e Strengthen Diplomatic Relations: Maintain strong diplomatic relations with Southeast Asian
countries to advocate for the rights of Indian workers and address concerns promptly.

Conclusion

The issue of Indian migrant workers being trapped in cyber slavery in Southeast Asia is a complex challenge
that requires a multi-faceted response from the government. By strengthening regulatory frameworks,
enhancing diplomatic engagement, providing consular support, and addressing loopholes in immigration
and financial systems, the government can ensure the safety and security of its workers and bring them
back home safely.

Examine the role of agroforestry in carbon finance initiatives in India. How can policies
and financial incentives be aligned to ensure participation by small and marginal farmers
in carbon finance projects?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the role of agroforestry in India & how policies and financial incentives are aligned to

ensure participation by small and marginal farmers in carbon finance projects.
Conclusion: Way forward

India’s agroforestry sector presents a significant opportunity to integrate with carbon finance projects,
especially through Afforestation, Reforestation, and Revegetation (ARR) initiatives.

Role of Agroforestry in Carbon Finance Initiatives in India

e Carbon Sequestration through ARR Projects: Agroforestry's ability to sequester carbon makes
it a central component of carbon finance initiatives. ARR projects involve planting trees or
enhancing tree cover in agricultural landscapes, thereby enabling farmers to earn carbon credits
through carbon sequestration activities.

e Potential Expansion and Income Generation: Expanding the agroforestry sector to 53 million
hectares by 2050 presents an opportunity for large-scale carbon sequestration and participation
in global carbon markets. ARR initiatives also offer the potential for income diversification,
particularly for small and marginal farmers.

e Environmental and Economic Co-Benefits: Beyond carbon sequestration, agroforestry under
ARR enhances soil fertility, improves water retention, and mitigates erosion, thereby boosting
agricultural productivity. In addition, it promotes environmental sustainability by restoring
degraded land and providing a buffer against climate-related risks.

Aligning Policies and Financial Incentives to Ensure Participation by Small and Marginal Farmers

e Government Policies Supporting Agroforestry: The National Agroforestry Policy (NAP), 2014
provides a framework for expanding agroforestry in India. To further integrate with carbon finance,
this policy must be revised to explicitly support ARR initiatives and facilitate access to carbon
markets.
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Subsidies and Financial Support for Carbon Sequestration: Financial incentives, such as
subsidies for planting trees or maintaining forest cover, can encourage small farmers to adopt
agroforestry systematically.

Capacity Building and Awareness Campaigns: Training programs to educate farmers on the
benefits of agroforestry and carbon finance are essential. Extension services and NGOs can play a
crucial role in disseminating information and providing technical assistance, enabling small and
marginal farmers to participate in carbon finance initiatives.

Private Sector and International Collaboration: Encouraging private sector involvement
through public-private partnerships (PPPs) and aligning with international carbon finance
platforms will be crucial for scaling up agroforestry-based carbon finance projects. Global
platforms like Verra and Gold Standard need to recognize the need for India-centric standards that
account for the unique challenges of smallholder agriculture.

Conclusion

Agroforestry in India has vast potential to contribute to carbon sequestration, environmental sustainability,
and rural economic development.
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