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 “Almost 75 years after the adoption of the Constitution, what role should universities 

play in nation-building, especially in fostering constitutional values?” (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the role of universities in nation building especially in constitutional values. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Nearly 75 years after the adoption of the Indian Constitution, universities have a pivotal role in shaping the 

future of the nation by instilling constitutional values in the youth. 

Role of Universities in Nation-Building, Especially in Fostering Constitutional Values 

• Constitution as a Source of Collective Consciousness: India’s pluralistic society is marked by 

significant social, cultural, and economic diversity. Universities, by emphasizing the study of the 

Constitution and its principles, can help students appreciate the democratic values that underpin 

India’s unity. In this way, higher education institutions play a crucial role in shielding the nation 

from sectarian divisions, nurturing a common identity based on constitutional patriotism rather 

than narrow, sectarian loyalties. 

• Constitution as a Framework for Identity Creation: The Constitution fosters an Indian identity 

that promotes unity in diversity, respect for rights and freedoms, and a shared sense of belonging 

to the nation. Universities can shape this identity by teaching the values enshrined in the 

Preamble—justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity—and how they contribute to building an 

inclusive, democratic society. 

• Constitution as a Tool for Celebrating Diversity: The Indian Constitution recognizes and 

celebrates diversity through its provisions on equality and non-discrimination. Universities are 

uniquely positioned to foster this appreciation for diversity by encouraging interaction among 

students from different backgrounds, regions, and cultures. 

• Constitution as an Instrument of Social and Political Empowerment: The Constitution’s 

provisions, particularly Article 17, which abolished untouchability, reflect its vision of a just and 

egalitarian society. Universities must focus on teaching these constitutional ideals, shaping 

students to challenge entrenched social inequalities and caste-based discrimination. By making 

students aware of their rights and the transformative power of the Constitution, universities can 

empower individuals to be agents of social change. 

• Constitution as the Basis for Social Justice: Social justice is a central theme of the Constitution, 

which seeks to redress historical injustices and ensure equal opportunities for all citizens. 

Universities are instrumental in advancing this constitutional mandate through transformative 

education. By integrating social justice into their curriculum, universities can nurture a new 

generation of leaders committed to addressing issues such as poverty, caste-based discrimination, 

and gender inequality. 

Conclusion 

As India celebrates the 75th anniversary of its Constitution, the role of universities in nation-building 

cannot be overstated. They are not only institutions for imparting knowledge and skills but also crucial 

spaces for fostering the values of democracy, equality, and social justice. Universities must prioritize the 

study of the Constitution, educating young Indians about its historical significance, its principles, and its 

relevance to contemporary challenges. 
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 “How can preventive measures like sex education and awareness programs help in 

addressing the problem of child sexual exploitation in India?” (150 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Role of measures like sex education, and awareness programs in addressing sexual exploitation? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Supreme Court's recent judgment on Child Sexual Exploitative and Abuse Material (CSEAM) 

underscores the urgency of addressing this grave problem, which often goes unnoticed by the public. India, 

unfortunately, ranks highest in the world in terms of uploading CSEAM content, as shown by the National 

Centre for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) data, and the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

reports reflect a dramatic rise in child pornography cases, from 44 in 2018 to 1,171 in 2022. 

Role of Preventive Measures like Sex Education and Awareness Programs 

• Breaking the Cycle of Demand and Production: The SC emphasized that the act of viewing 

CSEAM, even in private, creates demand, which fuels the production of such exploitative material. 

Preventive measures like sex education and awareness programs can help reduce this demand by 

sensitizing children and adults about the nature of CSEAM and its devastating impact on victims. 

• Empowering Children and Parents: Sex education in schools and awareness programs for 

parents can empower both children and families to recognize, report, and prevent abuse. Children 

need to be taught about consent, bodily autonomy, and the dangers of online exploitation.  

• Challenging Misconceptions and Taboos: A major barrier in addressing CSEAM is the 

presumption that the material being viewed comes from other countries and that it doesn’t involve 

local children. However, investigations by Kerala Police revealed that many of the videos involved 

local children, often filmed using covert means like spy cameras.  

• Psychological Impact on Victims: The SC judgment highlights the lifelong trauma faced by 

victims, exacerbated by the knowledge that their abuse is being viewed by countless strangers. 

Awareness programs can focus on destigmatizing victims and fostering a compassionate 

environment for survivors. By promoting open discussions on the issue, society can become more 

empathetic, and victims can be encouraged to come forward without fear of judgment. 

• Tackling Online Exploitation: With the rise of child pornography groups operating on platforms 

like WhatsApp and Telegram, awareness campaigns must also focus on educating children and 

parents about online safety. Children must be taught about the risks of sharing personal 

information, photos, and videos online, while parents should be aware of how to monitor internet 

usage and detect signs of exploitation. 

Conclusion 

The SC’s judgment on CSEAM has highlighted a serious and pervasive issue in India, calling for a 

comprehensive approach to tackle it. While legal enforcement is crucial, preventive measures like sex 

education and awareness programs are indispensable in curbing the demand for CSEAM, empowering 

children and communities, and ultimately safeguarding children from exploitation. A multi-faceted 

approach involving law enforcement, schools, parents, and society is required to protect children from the 

horrors of sexual exploitation, both online and offline. 

Examine the socio-economic implications of a diminishing aspiration among India’s 

population, especially in rural areas. Discuss its impact on labor migration and consumer 

behavior. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight socio-economic implications with impact on migration and consumer behavior 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The diminishing aspiration among India’s population, especially in rural areas, carries substantial socio-

economic implications that influence labor migration, consumer behavior, and overall economic growth.  
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Impact on Labor Migration 

• Reduction in Migration: Traditionally, many rural Indians migrate to urban areas for better job 

opportunities and income. However, diminished aspirations often lead to a decline in the desire to 

seek such opportunities, resulting in lower rural-to-urban migration rates. This can restrict both 

individual income growth and the remittances that support rural households. 

• Skills and Labor Shortage: Lower migration rates also affect cities and industrial hubs dependent 

on rural labor for low-skilled jobs. Sectors such as construction, manufacturing, and services may 

face workforce shortages, potentially raising labor costs and impacting productivity. 

• Increase in Informal Employment: Those who do migrate under limited aspirations may settle 

for low-paying or informal sector jobs without striving for skill development or career 

advancement. This could perpetuate a cycle of low wages and limited socio-economic mobility, 

limiting opportunities for future generations. 

Impact on Consumer Behavior 

• Decrease in Consumption: Aspiration drives consumer spending, particularly on goods and 

services related to lifestyle improvements, such as education, healthcare, housing, and leisure. 

Diminishing aspirations in rural areas can lead to more conservative spending, impacting demand 

for such goods and services and leading to an overall reduction in rural consumption. 

• Shift in Consumption Patterns: Households with lower aspirations may focus on spending on 

necessities rather than aspirational goods. This can shift market demand away from discretionary 

products, affecting industries that rely on rural demand for growth, such as consumer electronics, 

household appliances, and branded goods. 

• Effect on Savings and Investment: People with low aspirations may prioritize immediate savings 

and risk-averse investment over entrepreneurial endeavors. This could stymie wealth generation 

and economic diversification in rural areas, perpetuating poverty cycles and dependency on low-

income occupations like subsistence farming. 

Conclusion 

Diminished aspirations in India’s rural populace, coupled with economic conservatism, have far-reaching 

effects on labor migration and consumer behavior. Renewed economic optimism, through proactive 

policies, inclusive growth, and enhanced employment opportunities, can restore the aspirational spirit that 

has historically driven economic advancement. 

“Protected areas alone cannot guarantee biodiversity conservation.” In light of recent 

findings, critically analyze why biodiversity decline is happening at a faster rate within 

protected areas. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight reasons for biodiversity decline within Protected Areas 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The recent findings from the Natural History Museum (NHM) reveal that biodiversity within key protected 

areas (PAs) is declining faster than outside them. 

Reasons for Biodiversity Decline within Protected Areas 

• Inadequate Focus on Entire Ecosystems: Many protected areas were established with a species-

specific approach, focusing on safeguarding select species rather than preserving entire 

ecosystems. Ecosystem-level preservation ensures that diverse species within an ecosystem, 

including lesser-known flora and fauna essential to ecological balance, are protected. However, the 

lack of such holistic conservation priorities has led to faster degradation within these PAs. 

• Pre-existing Degradation of Protected Areas: PAs are sometimes established in areas already 

experiencing environmental stress. Designating such regions as protected, while essential, does 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Fourth Week] October 2024 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

not automatically reverse the damage or halt ongoing degradation processes like soil erosion, 

invasive species encroachment, and pollution.  

• Industrial and Commercial Pressures: Oil, gas, and mining concessions within protected areas 

represent significant pressures on biodiversity. Such industrial activities not only disturb habitats 

but also introduce pollutants and noise that drive native species away, further compromising 

biodiversity. This highlights the need for stringent regulatory frameworks to limit or prohibit 

extractive activities within sensitive conservation zones. 

• Impact of the Climate Crisis: Climate change-induced events like droughts and wildfires are 

increasingly affecting protected ecosystems. These events result in the loss of habitats, species 

mortality, and the alteration of ecosystems, which can lead to long-term declines in biodiversity.  

• Insufficient Protection Standards and Enforcement: The current protective measures in many 

regions are not robust enough to prevent biodiversity loss. In some cases, PAs lack stringent 

regulations to address external pressures such as poaching, logging, and agricultural 

encroachment.  

• Lack of Sustainable Funding and Resources for Conservation Management: Conservation 

often suffers from a lack of funding for the necessary resources, personnel, and technologies 

required for effective PA management. Without sustained financial support, management practices 

like habitat restoration, species monitoring, and anti-poaching efforts are often underfunded and 

inadequately implemented.  

Conclusion 

The global commitment to the 30×30 initiative, which aims to protect 30% of the world's lands and oceans 

by 2030, is a step in the right direction. However, countries must prioritize effective, on-the-ground 

conservation strategies that go beyond just increasing the number of protected areas. By focusing on 

sustainable management and addressing systemic threats, the conservation community can work towards 

reversing biodiversity decline and creating resilient ecosystems capable of withstanding future challenges. 

The concentration of wealth among a few corporations is a growing concern in India’s 

economic landscape. Evaluate the implications of this trend on economic equality and 

regulatory transparency. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight implications on economic equality and regulatory transparency. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The concentration of wealth among a few large corporations in India’s economy has significant implications 

for economic equality and regulatory transparency. The trend, marked by dominant players in sectors like 

telecom, energy, and retail, has a far-reaching impact on wealth distribution, competition, and the 

regulatory environment. 

Implications for Economic Equality 

• Widening Income and Wealth Inequality: The accumulation of wealth within a few corporations 

limits opportunities for smaller enterprises, reducing overall economic mobility. With dominant 

corporations controlling significant market share, smaller businesses and startups find it 

increasingly challenging to compete.  

• Regional Disparities: Wealth concentration can lead to regional imbalances, as large corporations 

often invest primarily in urban centers and specific industrial zones where profits are maximized. 

This neglects rural areas and regions that lack significant infrastructure, furthering the economic 

divide within the country.  

• Influence on Wages and Labor Markets: Large corporations with substantial market power may 

exert control over wage structures and working conditions. In many cases, labor-intensive sectors 

dominated by these corporations show trends of wage suppression to maintain profit margins, 

contributing to lower income levels for working-class populations.  
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Implications for Regulatory Transparency 

• Risk of Regulatory Capture: The concentration of wealth can lead to regulatory capture, where 

powerful corporations exert undue influence over regulatory bodies to shape policies that favor 

their interests. This can hinder the enforcement of competition laws and reduce transparency in 

policymaking, allowing dominant firms to limit competition and reinforce their market position.  

• Reduced Market Competition: As large corporations become increasingly influential, they can 

leverage their scale to undercut smaller competitors, creating barriers to entry. This dampens 

innovation, as smaller enterprises and startups find it difficult to thrive.  

• Transparency in Corporate Governance: With large corporations holding significant sway, the 

public and government require increased transparency regarding corporate governance. However, 

concentrated corporate power often results in opaque governance practices, where critical 

decisions are made with limited accountability.  

Conclusion 

The concentration of wealth in a few corporations presents notable risks to both economic equality and 

regulatory transparency in India. Addressing this issue requires strengthening regulatory frameworks to 

ensure fair competition, supporting small and medium enterprises, and fostering transparency in corporate 

governance. 

Evaluate India’s strategic interests in Myanmar, considering the importance of projects 

like the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Project. How can India balance diplomatic relations 

with ethical considerations in its foreign policy? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What is the importance of Myanmar for India and what ways to balance relations with ethical 

considerations? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's strategic interests in Myanmar are rooted in its geographical position, economic potential, and its 

role in India's Act East Policy. Myanmar serves as a crucial gateway to Southeast Asia and offers a strategic 

buffer against Chinese influence.  

Strategic Importance of Myanmar for India 

• Enhancing Connectivity with Southeast Asia: The Kaladan Multimodal Transit Project is crucial 

in linking the northeastern Indian state of Mizoram to Myanmar's Sittwe port. This project 

improves connectivity with Southeast Asia and reduces logistical costs, potentially transforming 

the northeastern region into a trade hub.  

• Countering China’s Influence: Myanmar is a key focus of China's Belt and Road Initiative, 

particularly with projects like the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor. India’s projects offer an 

alternative development path and help limit Chinese dominance in Myanmar.  

• Stability in Northeastern India: Bordering four northeastern Indian states, Myanmar plays a 

significant role in India’s security. India cooperates closely with Myanmar to manage cross-border 

insurgency threats, as various insurgent groups have historically operated along the porous border. 

• Access to Energy Resources: Myanmar is resource-rich, with abundant oil, gas, and other 

minerals. India, seeking to diversify its energy sources, is interested in Myanmar’s energy sector, 

where companies like ONGC Videsh Limited have invested in gas blocks.  

Balancing Diplomatic Relations with Ethical Considerations 

• Promoting Inclusive Development: While supporting strategic infrastructure projects, India can 

prioritize investments that benefit Myanmar’s local communities, thereby promoting inclusive 

development.  
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• Supporting Democratic Aspirations: India faces the delicate task of balancing relations with 

Myanmar’s military government and supporting the country’s democratic aspirations.  

• Offering Humanitarian Assistance: India can enhance its soft power in Myanmar through 

humanitarian initiatives, such as medical support, disaster relief, and educational programs. 

• Encouraging Regional Multilateral Diplomacy: India can work with ASEAN, Japan, and other 

partners to promote Myanmar’s integration into regional frameworks that foster stability, 

development, and governance reforms.  

Conclusion 

India’s strategic interests in Myanmar—ranging from connectivity to security and countering Chinese 

influence—are essential to its regional vision. However, balancing these interests with ethical 

considerations requires a nuanced approach that supports Myanmar’s development inclusively, encourages 

democratic ideals indirectly, and leverages humanitarian and multilateral avenues. 

 


