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Analyze the impact of La Nifia on air quality in North India. Discuss how climate change is
contributing to unpredictable pollution patterns in urban centers like Delhi. (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Impact of La Nina on air quality and how climate change is contributing to polluting pattern
Conclusion: Way forward

La Nifia, a climate phenomenon associated with cooler sea surface temperatures in the central and eastern
Pacific Ocean, typically leads to stronger monsoons in India. However, its delayed onset in 2024 and the late
retreat of the monsoon have raised concerns about worsening air quality in North India, particularly in
urban centers like Delhi.

Impact of La Nifia on Air Quality in North India

e Prolonged Winter and Temperature Inversions: During La Nifia years, colder-than-average
temperatures in North India lead to longer winter seasons. This can enhance temperature
inversion THAT prevents pollutants, such as particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) and nitrogen
oxides, from dispersing, thus exacerbating air pollution in urban centers like Delhi.

e Increased Humidity and Fog: La Nifia conditions tend to bring higher humidity and more fog in
North India during winter. Fog traps pollutants near the surface, further worsening air quality.

e Stubble Burning and Wind Patterns: The La Nifia-induced delay in monsoon withdrawal can
affect the timing of agricultural practices, such as stubble burning, which is a major source of
pollution in North India during autumn.

Climate Change and Unpredictable Pollution Patterns

o Slower Monsoon Withdrawal: The delayed retreat of the monsoon, a feature increasingly
observed in a warming climate, leads to extended periods of high humidity and stagnant surface
winds. This reduces the atmospheric mixing of pollutants and increases the concentration of PM2.5
and PM10 levels, particularly in urban areas like Delhi.

e Impact on Pollutant Behavior: Climate change influences atmospheric circulations, such as the
ENSO (EIl Nifio-Southern Oscillation), leading to unpredictable changes in wind patterns and the
behavior of pollutants over long distances. The dominance of north-north-westerly winds in the
absence of La Nifia means that pollutants from stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana are likely to
accumulate in Delhi, worsening air quality in early winter.

¢ Intensified Urban Heat Islands: In cities like Delhi, climate change exacerbates the urban heat
island effect, leading to higher temperatures that increase the formation of secondary pollutants
like ozone and smog. This worsens air quality during both winter and summer months.

o Extended and Severe Winters: La Nifia is known to bring longer and more severe winters, which,
when combined with climate change-induced variability, could lead to extended periods of poor
air quality.

Conclusion

Policymakers must adopt a more holistic approach, addressing not only local emissions but also broader
meteorological and climatological factors that influence air quality. A health-centric strategy focused on
managing PM2.5 levels and better coordination across airsheds is essential for effectively mitigating the
impacts of air pollution in the region.
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India’s aging population presents unique challenges and opportunities. Discuss how healthcare,
financial inclusion, and digital adaptation can transform the ‘silver dividend’ into an economic
advantage for the country. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: How can healthcare, financial inclusion & digital adaptation transform the “silver dividend” into
an economic advantage?

Conclusion: Way forward

India's aging population presents both challenges and opportunities. With projections indicating that
13.2% of India’s population will be over 60 by 2031 and 19% by 2050, the country must address the needs
of its elderly citizens through targeted reforms in healthcare, financial inclusion, and digital adaptation.

Healthcare Transformation

Holistic Healthcare Approach: The Ayushman Arogya Mandir (AAM) initiative, which offers
preventive, promotive, curative, and rehabilitative care, including traditional systems like Ayurveda
and Yoga, is a step in the right direction. The government must expand this by focusing on elderly-
specific services.

Telemedicine and Healthcare Infrastructure: Expanding tele-consultation services can help
address the healthcare access challenges faced by senior citizens. Increasing the skilled workforce
trained in geriatric care and building capacity in existing healthcare facilities will ensure that
senior citizens receive tailored healthcare.

Mental Health and Nutrition: Since one-third of elderly individuals experience depressive
symptoms, integrating mental health services into primary healthcare for seniors is critical. In
addition, addressing nutrition needs with specialized dietary interventions can improve both
physical and mental well-being.

Financial Inclusion

Health Insurance and Financial Products: Introducing comprehensive insurance coverage, such
as 5 lakh policies for those above 70, would alleviate the financial burden of healthcare costs.
Alongside this, developing innovative financial products tailored to seniors will ensure better
financial security.

Reskilling and Employment Opportunities: Reskilling the aging population for jobs in the digital
and modern economy could help maintain their economic independence. Government initiatives
like the Senior Able Citizens for Re-Employment in Dignity (SACRED) portal aim to connect senior
citizens with job providers, thereby keeping them economically active.

Digital Adaptation

Digital Literacy Programs: Targeted programs to improve digital literacy among the elderly will
allow them to access government schemes, healthcare services, and financial systems more
efficiently. This will also ensure they remain connected to society and benefit from the
conveniences of digital tools.

Access to Services: Digital platforms for banking, telemedicine, and e-commerce will provide
elderly citizens with easier access to essential services, reducing their dependence on others and
improving their quality of life.

Silver Economy

Health and Wellness Sector: Since healthcare forms a large part of elderly consumption,
innovations in health technology, home care, and senior-friendly products will create new business
opportunities. Startups and established businesses alike can capitalize on this by catering to the
unique needs of senior citizens.
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e Government Initiatives: The Senior Care Ageing Growth Engine (SAGE) initiative, launched by the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, promotes senior care products and services,
encouraging entrepreneurship in this growing sector. This fosters innovation and ensures that
senior citizens are included in the economic growth story.

Conclusion

India’s aging population presents a unique opportunity to leverage the silver dividend through targeted
reforms in healthcare, financial inclusion, and digital adaptation. By focusing on holistic healthcare,
financial security, digital literacy, and the growth of the silver economy, India can ensure that its elderly
population remains economically productive and socially integrated. Tailored policies will help transform
this demographic challenge into an engine for economic growth and innovation.

Discuss the constitutional limitations on free speech under Article 19(2) and analyze whether
government-imposed fact-checking units could be considered a legitimate restriction.
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the constitutional limitations under Article 19(2) and concerns regarding FCU.
Conclusion: Way forward

The ruling by Justice A.S. Chandurkar of the Bombay High Court on September 20, 2024, underscores the
constitutional limits on restricting free speech in India, particularly about Rule 3(1)(b)(v) of the
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 (IT Rules).

Constitutional Limitations on Free Speech under Article 19(2)

¢ PublicOrder and National Security: If misinformation or fake news poses a threat to public order
or national security the government could justify fact-checking as a means to prevent harm. For
instance, the spread of misinformation during elections, pandemics, or communal tensions could
disrupt public order or undermine national security, thereby justifying a restriction.

e Sovereignty and Integrity of India: In cases where misinformation undermines the sovereignty
or integrity of India, such as false narratives designed to provoke separatist movements or cyber-
attacks with disinformation, fact-checking measures could be considered legitimate. A robust
mechanism to combat such disinformation aligns with the interests protected under Article 19(2).

e Defamation and Morality: Fact-checking could also be valid in cases involving defamation or
decency. For example, misinformation that damages reputations or violates decency standards in
public discourse could be grounds for government intervention, as long as it is within the bounds
of protecting individuals' rights and maintaining public standards.

Concerns Regarding Government-Imposed Fact-Checking Units(FCUs)

e Arbitrariness: The risk of government agencies using fact-checking as a tool to suppress dissent
or criticism is a major concern. If these units function without transparency or judicial oversight,
they could infringe on free speech under the guise of maintaining public order or security.

o Reasonableness of Restrictions: For the restriction to be constitutionally valid, it must be
reasonable, meaning it should not be disproportionate or arbitrary. Any action that goes beyond
addressing misinformation related to public safety or defamation and ventures into silencing
political criticism or curbing journalistic freedom could be deemed unconstitutional.

e Chilling Effect: Excessive reliance on fact-checking by government entities might lead to a chilling
effect, where individuals or media outlets avoid discussing sensitive topics due to fear of
government scrutiny or penalties. This would inhibit healthy democratic debate, which is a core
component of free speech.

Conclusion
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The Bombay High Court's ruling on the amendment to the IT Rules, 2021, defends the constitutional
guarantee of free speech by striking down a provision that would have allowed government censorship
under the guise of fact-checking. This ruling preserves the balance between tackling misinformation and
protecting the fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression.

Examine the relevance of Gandhian nonviolence in today’s global conflicts and its potential as a
solution to modern-day violence.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Relevance of Gandhian nonviolence in today’s world

Conclusion: Way forward

In today’s world, where violence permeates various forms of human interaction—conflicts, wars, murders,
shootings, harassment, and violations of civil liberties—the relevance of Gandhian nonviolence remains
crucial yet often underappreciated.

Relevance of Gandhian Nonviolence in Today’s Global Conflicts and Its Potential as a Solution to
Modern-Day Violence

e Gandhian Nonviolence as a Moral Force: Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of nonviolence, or
ahimsa, transcends mere political strategy—it is a moral and ethical stance towards life.
Nonviolence teaches that the improvement of humanity is not contingent on the accumulation of
power or wealth but on the cultivation of moral integrity and living in truth.

e Nonviolent Polity: Civic Friendship and Solidarity: Gandhi’s vision of a nonviolent polity offers
a model for resolving the tensions between competing human values. He proposed that civic
friendship, where individuals act harmoniously while respecting each other's distinctiveness, can
address conflicts without resorting to violence.

e Challenges of Modern-Day Application: Despite its relevance, applying Gandhian nonviolence to
today’s conflicts presents challenges. Modern conflicts are often characterized by non-state actors,
extremist ideologies, and asymmetric warfare. Oppressed groups may feel compelled to adopt
violent tactics for rapid results, as patience is often a luxury in the face of immediate threats to life
and freedom.

o The Revolutionary Nature of Nonviolence: Nonviolence, as Gandhi emphasized, is not a passive
form of resistance but a revolutionary concept capable of transforming societies. It challenges our
understanding of human nature and the mechanisms of power by prioritizing moral responsibility
over brute force. This revolutionary concept can change our perception of governance and social
action, inspiring citizens to participate in the political process without violence.

e Global Peace Movements and Nonviolence: Gandhi’s influence on global peace movements is a
testament to the potential of nonviolence in addressing modern conflicts. Figures like Martin
Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela adopted Gandhian principles in their respective struggles for
justice, demonstrating how nonviolence can challenge systemic oppression and create inclusive,
peaceful societies.

Conclusion

Gandhi’s nonviolence remains as relevant today as it was during his lifetime. In a world riddled with
conflicts, injustice, and violence, the Gandhian philosophy offers a moral framework for resisting
oppression and fostering human dignity. Celebrating Gandhi’s legacy in today’s context is not just an act of
commemoration, but a necessary reflection on the power of nonviolence to build a more just and peaceful
world.
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Critically analyze the shelving of the elephant census in India and its potential implications on
conservation efforts. What are the challenges of conducting wildlife censuses, and how does it
affect the management of human-animal conflicts?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Implications of the census on conservation efforts and impact on conflict management.
Conclusion: Way forward

The shelving of the elephant census in India raises significant concerns about conservation efforts,
especially in light of increasing human-animal conflicts and habitat fragmentation.

Implications of Conservation Efforts

Loss of Scientific Insight: Elephants are a keystone species, and accurate data on their population
is fundamental for making informed conservation decisions. Without the release of this data, there
is a lack of clarity on the long-term population trends of elephants, which could hinder effective
conservation measures.

Failure to Address Habitat Fragmentation: India's elephant habitats are increasingly being
converted for agriculture and development projects, leading to fragmentation.

Global Conservation Commitments: The elephant is listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972, and is a flagship species in India’s conservation policies. Delays in census
activities undermine India's credibility in global wildlife conservation forums.

Challenges of Conducting Wildlife Censuses

Enumeration Difficulties: Large mammals like elephants are often difficult to survey accurately
due to their camouflage, mobility, and migratory behavior.

Technological Constraints: While technologies like camera traps, drones, and satellite imagery
can assist in tracking elephants, they are often resource-intensive and require significant expertise.
Human-Wildlife Conflict Zones: Elephants' forays into human settlements add another layer of
complexity to wildlife censuses.

Impact on Human-Animal Conflict Management

Escalation of Conflicts: An updated census would help in identifying conflict hotspots and could
guide the development of targeted mitigation strategies such as the creation of elephant corridors
or early-warning systems for farmers.

Sustainable Development Planning: Population data, particularly mapping elephants'
distribution in human-dominated landscapes, can provide a scientific basis for eco-sensitive
development planning.

Inefficient Resource Allocation: Accurate population estimates are essential for the proper
allocation of resources to mitigate human-elephant conflicts. Delays in census data can lead to
misdirected efforts, such as deploying fencing in areas with low conflict, while high-conflict zones
may be neglected.

Conclusion

A reliable population estimate is crucial for conserving endangered animals like elephants, whose habitats
and behaviors make them difficult to survey.
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Analyze India’s potential role in mediating conflicts in West Asia, with special reference to its
strategic interests and relationships with Israel, Palestine, and Iran. What are the challenges India
faces in balancing these ties?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What is India’s strategic leverage and what challenges India faces in balancing these ties?
Conclusion: Way forward

India’s potential role in mediating the current crisis in West Asia, especially in the context of escalating
tensions between Israel and Iran, hinges on its diplomatic capabilities and strategic relationships with both

nations.

India’s Strategic Leverage

Israel: The strategic partnership between India and Israel has grown, particularly in the defense,
counterterrorism, and technology sectors. Israel is a major supplier of defense equipment to India,
and both countries share concerns about terrorism, which aligns them with security issues. India’s
recent communication with Prime Minister Netanyahu highlights this close partnership.

Iran: Despite U.S. sanctions, India has maintained ties with Iran, especially around the Chabahar
port, which is critical for India’s access to Afghanistan and Central Asia. Additionally, Iran has been
a key supplier of crude oil to India, though these imports have been impacted by international
sanctions.

Challenges in Balancing Israel and Iran

Competing Alliances: The most immediate challenge is balancing India’s ties with Israel and Iran,
two countries locked in escalating hostilities. A closer alignment with Israel may risk India’s
strategic and energy ties with Iran while supporting Iran could strain its security partnership with
Israel.

US Influence: The U.S,, a key strategic partner for India, supports Israel in the conflict, which places
pressure on India to align with Western priorities. However, over-reliance on the U.S. could alienate
Iran and affect India’s interests in the region, particularly the Chabahar project, which offers
strategic access to Afghanistan and Central Asia.

Regional Stability: A full-blown conflict between Israel and Iran would destabilize the broader
West Asian region, posing risks to the safety of the large Indian diaspora, disrupting energy
supplies, and threatening India’s ambitious connectivity projects like the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEEC).

India’s Potential Mediatory Role

Diplomatic Channels: India has maintained communication with both Israel and Palestine, with
Prime Minister Modi recently engaging with both leaders. This dual engagement positions India as
a potential neutral mediator, particularly in humanitarian aspects, where it could call for ceasefires
and peace talks.

Economic Influence: India’s growing economic partnerships with Arab countries, as well as its
involvement in projects like the IMEEC, give it a vested interest in regional peace and stability.
Leveraging these economic ties, India could encourage dialogue between conflicting parties to
avoid escalation.

Potential Diplomatic Strategy

Humanitarian Focus: India could offer to mediate on humanitarian grounds, advocating for the
protection of civilians in Gaza and facilitating humanitarian aid to Palestine, much like Qatar has
done in the past.

Coordination with Global Powers: India could work closely with other international actors such
as the United States, European Union, and China, who are also trying to prevent escalation.
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o Regional Diplomacy: India can use its ties with key regional players like Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
and Egypt, who are equally invested in avoiding a larger conflict. These countries have economic
and strategic interests aligned with India, and their mediation efforts, such as ceasefire initiatives
by Egypt, could complement India’s diplomatic efforts.

Conclusion

India’s best approach may lie in advocating for humanitarian solutions and facilitating dialogue through
regional and global partnerships while protecting its core interests in energy security, regional stability, and
economic projects like IMEEC.

Examine the role of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) in enhancing
healthcare accessibility and reducing the financial burden on vulnerable populations. How does
this scheme contribute to India’s goal of Universal Health Coverage?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Role of PMJAY in enhancing healthcare accessibility and how it contributes to UHC.

Conclusion: Way forward

The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) has transformed healthcare
accessibility and affordability for India's most vulnerable populations.

Enhancing Healthcare Accessibility

o Targeted Beneficiaries: The free healthcare cover of X5 lakh per family provided by PMJAY allows
beneficiaries to access secondary and tertiary care without the fear of falling into debt, thus
reducing the financial burden.

e Pan-India Network: The program operates through a pan-India network of over 29,000
empaneled hospitals, with more than 13,000 private hospitals participating. This allows families,
especially those in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities, to access quality care that was previously inaccessible
due to high costs.

Reducing Financial Burden

¢ Financial Protection from Health Shocks: The cashless and paperless mechanism of PMJAY
ensures that beneficiaries do not have to worry about upfront payments that have prevented
millions of families from falling into a cycle of debt due to healthcare expenditures.

o Coverage Expansion for the Elderly: Recognizing the healthcare needs of an aging population,
the extension of PMJAY to all citizens aged 70 and above is a significant development. The inclusion
of 6 crore senior citizens, many of whom are women, ensures that this vulnerable demographic can
lead healthier, more dignified lives without fear of financial ruin.

Contribution to Universal Health Coverage (UHC)

e Public-Funded Comprehensive Healthcare: PMJAY is designed to address the secondary and
tertiary healthcare needs of the population, while the government's efforts to establish Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs (AAMs) cater to primary healthcare services. This integration between inpatient
care (PMJAY) and outpatient services (AAMs) is critical in creating a seamless continuum of care,
which is essential for UHC.

e Health Equity and Vulnerability Reduction: Studies indicate that the bottom 50% of the
population has become less vulnerable to medical expenditures due to PMJAY. This is a crucial step
toward reducing health inequities and ensuring that no one is left behind in the journey toward
UHC.
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e Technological and Operational Efficiency: PMJAY's technology-driven, paperless, and cashless
system helps reduce fraud, ensures timely claim settlements, and improves transparency in the
healthcare delivery process.

Conclusion

AB-PMJAY is a cornerstone of India's vision for Universal Health Coverage PMJAY plays a crucial role in
improving health outcomes and reducing inequities. Continued reforms, awareness-building, and
expansion of services will strengthen the scheme’s contribution to Viksit Bharat (Developed India).

Evaluate the significance of the PM Internship Scheme in addressing youth unemployment in
India. What are the key challenges that could affect its large-scale implementation?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the significance of the scheme and the challenges associated with it.
Conclusion: Way forward

The PM Internship Scheme, operationalized through an online portal, is designed to address youth
unemployment in India by offering year-long on-the-job training. This initiative seeks to bridge the gap
between academic education and the professional skills demanded by industries. The scheme, involving
both private sector participation and government funding, aims to provide youth with certifications that
enhance their employability.

Significance of the PM Internship Scheme

e Bridging the gap between education and employment: The scheme provides a platform for
young people to bridge the gap between their academic qualifications and the demands of the job
market.

o SKkill development: Internships offer opportunities for young people to develop practical skills
and gain exposure to real-world work environments.

e Networking opportunities: Internships can help young people build valuable networks and
connections within government and public sector organizations.

e Career guidance: The scheme can provide career guidance and mentorship to young people,
helping them identify their career paths and make informed decisions about their future.

Challenges

o Regional Disparities: States like Bihar and other less industrialized areas may struggle to offer
sufficient internships locally. Since only a few states account for the majority of India's
manufacturing output, placing interns within or near their districts, as envisioned by the scheme,
may prove difficult in regions with fewer businesses and industries.

e Relevance of Skill Development: The scheme must ensure that, beyond basic shop floor training,
it incorporates essential digital and soft skills. These skills are critical in modern workplaces but
may not be readily available in all districts, particularly in regions lacking advanced industry
presence.

¢ Dropout Rates and Matching Efficiency: Properly matching applicants to companies is crucial.
Monitoring dropout rates and grievances from both interns and employers will be necessary to
ensure that the scheme delivers long-term benefits. Ensuring a good fit between interns and their
assigned roles will prevent dissatisfaction and disengagement.

e Scalability and Quality Assurance: As the scheme scales up, maintaining quality is paramount.
The pilot project's outcomes, expected to be fully assessed by 2025, will offer critical insights into
challenges like resource allocation, effectiveness of training, and long-term employability
outcomes. Ensuring that the program doesn't expand prematurely without addressing these
quality concerns will be crucial.
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Conclusion

A careful, data-driven evaluation of the pilot project will be essential to fine-tuning the scheme before full-

scale implementation.

Examine the political and cultural implications of designating languages as ‘classical’ in India. How
can such decisions influence regional identities and national integration? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight political and cultural implications of designating “classical languages” in India.
Conclusion: Way forward

The decision to designate certain languages in India as 'classical’ carries profound political and cultural

implications, particularly in the context of historical divisions and contemporary electoral politics.

Political Implications

Reinforcement of Hierarchies: By designating certain languages as classical, the state implicitly
elevates them above others, creating a hierarchy reminiscent of the varna system. This can
marginalize languages that do not receive similar recognition, leading to further stratification
within Indian society.

Electoral Politics: The classification of languages often aligns with political agendas. Languages
that gain classical status can become tools for mobilizing regional identities in elections, solidifying
support bases and deepening divisions between linguistic groups.

Cultural Implications

Cultural Capital and Prestige: The designation of a language as classical confers cultural prestige,
fostering pride among its speakers. This can lead to a resurgence of cultural activities, literature,
and education in that language, but may also overshadow the rich traditions of languages that are
excluded from such recognition.

Diversity and Linguistic Rights: The current approach risks diminishing the value of linguistic
diversity. With a pyramid structure of languages, where some are deemed superior, the unique
worldviews embedded in lesser-recognized languages may be overlooked, threatening their
survival and the cultural identities tied to them.

Regional Identity

Empowerment of Local Communities: Recognizing a language as classical can empower regional
identities, providing speakers with a stronger sense of belonging and pride in their linguistic
heritage.

Language as a Marker of Identity: In a linguistically diverse country like India, language often
serves as a key marker of identity. The designation can reinforce regional identities, potentially
leading to greater demands for autonomy or recognition of local rights.

National Integration vs. Regionalism

Balancing Act: While classical language designation can promote national pride in India’s
linguistic diversity, it also poses challenges for national integration. The celebration of regional
languages can sometimes conflict with the idea of a unified national identity centered around
dominant languages like Hindi and English.

Inclusive National Identity: Effective policies that recognize and celebrate multiple classical
languages can help build a more inclusive national identity, fostering respect for linguistic diversity
while promoting unity.

Conclusion
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As India navigates its complex linguistic landscape, it is crucial to ensure that all languages receive respect
and recognition, promoting a truly inclusive approach that values the richness of its diverse linguistic
heritage.

The growing presence of children in the online world has posed several ethical challenges. How
should government, parents, and society address these challenges while fostering a balanced
digital upbringing? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: How should government, parents, and society address these challenges while fostering a balanced

digital upbringing?

Conclusion: Way forward

The question of whether restrictions on smartphone and social media usage can effectively safeguard
children until they reach emotional maturity is complex and multifaceted.

Government Actions

e Regulatory Frameworks: Governments should establish robust regulations that protect
children’s privacy and safety online. This includes age verification systems, stricter controls on data
collection, and measures against harmful content.

o Digital Literacy Programs: Implement nationwide programs to educate children, parents, and
educators about digital literacy. These programs should cover topics such as online safety,
recognizing misinformation, and the implications of sharing personal information.

Parental Involvement

e Active Engagement: Parents should take an active role in their children’s online activities. This
includes understanding the platforms they use, setting boundaries on screen time, and discussing
online behavior and safety.

e Open Communication: Foster an environment of open dialogue about online experiences.
Encourage children to share their feelings about what they encounter online, helping them navigate
challenges such as cyberbullying or inappropriate content.

Societal Responsibility

e Community Awareness Campaigns: Communities can organize awareness campaigns that
inform parents and children about the potential risks and ethical issues associated with online
engagement, promoting a culture of safety and respect.

e Support for Vulnerable Groups: Society should provide additional resources for vulnerable
children, such as those from low-income families or with disabilities, ensuring they have equal
access to safe digital spaces and educational resources.

Fostering Digital Balance

o Encouraging Offline Activities: Parents and educators should promote a balanced lifestyle that
includes offline activities, encouraging children to engage in sports, arts, and social interactions
that foster their development beyond the digital realm.

e Setting Screen Time Limits: Establish guidelines for screen time that prioritize physical health
and mental well-being. Encourage regular breaks from screens and device-free times, such as
during meals or before bedtime.

Conclusion

By fostering a collaborative environment, stakeholders can ensure that children reap the benefits of
technology while staying safe and healthy. Ultimately, the goal should be to equip children with the tools
and knowledge they need to navigate the digital landscape responsibly, rather than isolating them from it
entirely.
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The Global Digital Compact (GDC) was recently proposed by the United Nations to
promote responsible use of digital technologies. Discuss the key principles of the GDC and
the potential challenges in implementing these on a global scale, especially in the context
of Al governance.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Key principles of GDC & challenges in implementing it in the context of Al

Conclusion: Way forward

The Global Digital Compact (GDC) is a diplomatic instrument proposed by the United Nations (UN) to
harness the potential of digital technologies for the common good. It seeks to promote responsible digital
governance, inclusivity, and ethical Al use, drawing on existing frameworks like international law and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Key Principles of the Global Digital Compact (GDC)

o Digital Inclusion and Universal Connectivity: The GDC emphasizes bridging the digital divide by
ensuring universal access to the internet, particularly in developing nations.

e Human Oversight and Ethical AI Governance: One of the core objectives of the GDC is ensuring
that Al technologies are used ethically, with human oversight guiding their development and
deployment.

e Data Governance and Digital Public Goods: The GDC proposes improving access to data through
equitable and responsible governance. It aims to create “digital public goods” such as open-source
software, open data, and open Al models, which can be shared globally to drive innovation and
social change.

¢ Promoting Sustainability and SDG Alignment: The GDC stresses the importance of integrating
digital advancements with sustainable development goals, using data to measure progress and
guide policy actions.

Challenges in Implementing the GDC

e Non-Binding Nature and Limited Enforcement: The GDC is not a binding law but a diplomatic
instrument, which means it relies on voluntary adherence by countries, institutions, and
corporations.

e Diverging National Interests and Digital Sovereignty: Many countries are reluctant to adopt
"data flow with trust," preferring to keep data within their borders to protect their digital
sovereignty. This divergence makes global cooperation on data governance and Al oversight
challenging.

e Limited Solutions for Al Governance: While the GDC acknowledges the importance of ethical Al
governance, it offers few concrete strategies to regulate Al systems. With Al technologies evolving
rapidly, global consensus on ethical standards, accountability, and the prevention of bias is difficult
to achieve. The increasing collection and processing of data for Al amplifies risks, particularly in
countries lacking robust privacy laws.

e Monopolistic Control and Lack of Countermeasures: The GDC’s reliance on private
corporations to self-regulate and manage data raises concerns about monopolistic practices.

Conclusion

The GDC is a forward-looking diplomatic initiative aimed at promoting responsible and inclusive digital
governance.
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“The shuttering of Britain’s last coal-fired power plant marks a paradigm shift in energy
production.” Analyze the key factors that contributed to the UK’s transition from coal and
discuss the lessons India can learn from this in achieving its own energy transition. (250
Words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What are key factors in the UK transition from coal and lessons that India can learn?
Conclusion: Way forward

The shuttering of Britain’s last coal-fired power plant marks a significant milestone in the global energy
transition. The UK’s journey, beginning with the Great Smog of 1952 and accelerating after its 2015 Paris
pledge, offers several lessons for countries like India as they embark on their own energy transitions.

Key Factors in the UK's Transition from Coal

Environmental Legislation: The Great Smog of 1952 led to stringent environmental regulations,
such as the Clean Air Act of 1956, setting the stage for reduced coal dependence. Decades of
environmental awareness played a critical role in shifting away from coal.

Natural Gas Discovery: The discovery of natural gas in the North Sea in 1965 provided an
alternative energy source. This reduced coal imports, particularly from the Soviet Union, during
the Cold War era, and helped the UK transition to cleaner energy sources.

Economic Shifts: The decline in domestic coal reserves made coal mining uneconomical.
Additionally, the Thatcher government’s closure of coal mines in the 1980s, while controversial,
hastened the shift away from coal, albeit with significant socio-economic consequences in coal-
reliant regions.

Renewable Energy Investments: In the last two decades, the UK has made significant investments
in renewable energy, particularly wind power. Offshore wind farms, especially near coal-producing
regions, and repurposing infrastructure like the Drax coal plant for biomass energy, have mitigated
the economic impact on former coal-dependent regions.

Lessons for India

Phased Transition with Clear Timelines: While India has set a net-zero target for 2070, it must
establish clear timelines for phasing out coal. India’s energy transition must be gradual but
deliberate, with fixed timelines for plant decommissioning and increasing renewable energy
capacity.

Regional Redevelopment: India's coal-dependent regions, such as Jharkhand, Odisha, and
Chhattisgarh, are some of the poorest in the country. Lessons from the UK’s experience highlighted
the need for holistic regional development programs. India should prioritize economic
diversification in these regions and encourage the establishment of new industries, especially
renewable energy projects.

Retraining and Employment Opportunities: India’s coal sector employs over a million people,
directly and indirectly. Like the UK, India must focus on retraining coal sector workers in new
energy industries, engineering, and heavy machinery operations, ensuring a just transition for its
workforce. Providing education and apprenticeship programs in renewable energy technologies
could help absorb displaced workers.

Conclusion:

India’s transition should be gradual, inclusive, and just, with a focus on retraining workers, developing
alternative industries in coal-dependent regions, and establishing clear, transparent timelines for phasing

out coal.
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Critically analyze the challenges of outsourcing development work to international NGOs.
In the context of historical cases, discuss the ethical and developmental risks associated
with donor-driven agendas in developing countries like India.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight challenges of outsourcing development work to NGOs and ethical and developmental
risks associated with donor-driven agendas.

Conclusion: Way forward

Outsourcing development work to international NGOs (INGOs) in developing countries, including India, has
often led to donor-driven agendas that undermine local realities.

Challenges of Outsourcing Development Work to INGOs

e Donor-Driven Agendas: INGOs are frequently funded by donors with specific agendas that may
not align with local needs. These agendas often prioritize the interests of foreign donors over the
requirements of the recipient country. For example, INGOs displaced Maasai communities in the
name of wildlife conservation, disregarding the socioeconomic impacts on indigenous people.

e Lack of Local Contextualization: INGOs often implement projects without fully understanding
the socio-cultural, political, or economic realities of the local population. This can result in poorly
designed interventions that fail to deliver long-term benefits. Eg, Cochabamba Water Crisis.

e Erosion of Sovereignty and Local Ownership INGOs wield significant economic leverage,
allowing them to influence policy decisions, thereby eroding the sovereignty of the recipient state.
This often results in the marginalization of local stakeholders and the exclusion of grassroots voices
in policy-making. Eg, India's Family Planning Program.

Ethical and Developmental Risks Associated with INGOs

o Exacerbation of Social Inequities INGOs may unintentionally exacerbate existing social
inequalities by promoting policies that favor certain groups over others. This is particularly evident
when external interventions overlook local hierarchies or social dynamics. Eg, Female Foeticide in
India.

e Ethical Concerns and Cultural Insensitivity INGOs often operate with a top-down approach,
disregarding the ethical implications of their interventions in local cultural contexts. Western
ideologies are sometimes imposed, leading to cultural alienation and resistance.

e Long-Term Harm and Unintended Consequences INGOs' interventions can have unintended,
long-term consequences that may be difficult to reverse. This is particularly evident in sectors
where INGOs promote technologies or policies that later prove harmful to vulnerable populations.
Eg, the Introduction of Amniocentesis in India was introduced for detecting fetal abnormalities,
this technology was repurposed for sex selection, contributing to millions of "missing girls" and a
skewed gender ratio in India.

Conclusion

To address these challenges, it is essential to promote greater collaboration between INGOs, local
organizations, and governments, and to ensure that development programs are grounded in local needs
and priorities.
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Discuss the role of fortified rice in combating malnutrition in India. Evaluate the
government’s extension of fortified rice distribution under major welfare schemes like
the Public Distribution System (PDS) and the Midday Meal Scheme.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What is the role of fortified rice in combating malnutrition & evaluation of this in the welfare
scheme?

Conclusion: Way forward

Malnutrition, particularly micronutrient deficiencies like anemia, remains a significant public health issue
in India. According to NFHS-5, anemia affects over 50% of women and 67% of children. Rice fortification, a
process of adding essential micronutrients such as iron, folic acid, and vitamin B12 to regular rice, is seen
as a critical tool in addressing these challenges.

Role of Fortified Rice in Combating Malnutrition

Addressing Anemia and Micronutrient Deficiencies: Fortified rice provides essential
micronutrients like iron, folic acid, and vitamin B12, which help combat anemia, particularly
among women and children. Other vitamins, such as zinc and Vitamin A, further enhance health
outcomes, improving immunity and overall development.

Impact on Child Growth and Development: By incorporating fortified rice into the Midday Meal
Scheme and the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), the government ensures that
children, particularly in low-income households, receive crucial nutrients. This improves cognitive
development, and growth, and reduces stunting, a major issue for one-third of Indian children.
Maternal Health and Productivity: Fortified rice helps improve maternal health by reducing
anemia among pregnant and lactating women, which is crucial for both maternal and child survival.
Healthier populations also result in better productivity and economic outcomes.

Evaluation of Fortified Rice Distribution under Welfare Schemes

Widespread Reach: By integrating fortified rice into schemes like the PDS, MDM, and ICDS, the
government can leverage existing distribution networks to reach large sections of the population,
ensuring a broader impact.

Addressing Malnutrition: Studies show that rice fortification can significantly reduce
micronutrient deficiencies, particularly anemia, among beneficiaries.

Awareness and Acceptance: One of the major challenges is the lack of awareness among
beneficiaries about the benefits of fortified rice. There have been instances of resistance due to
concerns over changes in taste, appearance, and texture.

Quality Control and Monitoring: Ensuring the consistent quality of fortified rice across diverse
regions is a challenge. Effective monitoring mechanisms need to be in place to ensure that rice
fortification meets safety and nutritional standards.

Supply Chain and Infrastructure: The fortification process requires specialized machinery and
skilled personnel. Many rice mills in India lack the necessary infrastructure to fortify rice on alarge
scale, especially in rural areas.

Conclusion

The fortification of rice, particularly through schemes like PDS and the Midday Meal Scheme, represents a
key strategy in addressing India's malnutrition crisis.
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The middle-income trap poses significant challenges for developing economies, including
India. Discuss the role of state intervention in overcoming this trap, with reference to the
examples of South Korea and Chile. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the role of the state in breaking the middle-income trap with an example of Korea and

Chile.

Conclusion: Way forward

The World Bank defines middle-income economies as those with per capita incomes between $1,136 and
$13,845. However, many countries in this range struggle to transition to high-income status. This is referred
to as the middle-income trap, where growth rates slow down as countries reach middle-income levels.

Role of State Intervention in Breaking the Middle-Income Trap

e Investment: Governments play a key role in channeling investments into critical sectors, including
infrastructure, education, and research and development (R&D).

o Infusion of Global Technologies: State policies can facilitate the adoption of global technologies,
ensuring that domestic industries remain competitive in the global market.

o Fostering Innovation: Governments need to create an environment conducive to innovation, with
policies that support R&D, skill development, and entrepreneurship.

Lessons from South Korea and Chile

o Export-Driven Growth: The South Korean government played an interventionist role by directing
the private sector towards export-led growth. It supported large conglomerates (chaebols) like
Samsung and LG, incentivizing them to innovate and adopt new technologies.

e Neutrality and Discipline: South Korean Government maintained neutrality among private firms,
rewarding successful businesses and allowing underperforming ones to fail. This discipline
encouraged investment in R&D and long-term innovation.

e Lessons for India: India can learn from South Korea's emphasis on industrial upgrading,
particularly in the context of fostering domestic champions in key sectors like electronics and green
technology.

e Social Policies and Inclusivity: Chile’s government also implemented social policies to reduce
inequality and ensure the benefits of growth were more widely shared, fostering a resilient middle
class.

e Lessons for India: India could draw from Chile’s experience in economic diversification. While
India has a strong agricultural base, reforms, and state support can help diversify agricultural
exports and build globally competitive industries.

e State Support for Diversification: The Chilean government played an active role in promoting
new sectors and integrating them into global value chains. This helped reduce dependency on
commodity exports and facilitated more sustainable growth.

Conclusion

South Korea and Chile offer valuable lessons in industrial policy, economic diversification, and inclusive
growth. However, India must carefully balance state intervention with its democratic principles, ensuring
that economic growth is both inclusive and sustainable.
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Judicial delays in India are often attributed to systemic inefficiencies. Discuss the role of
case management and scheduling in contributing to delays. Suggest holistic reforms to
address this issue. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the role of case management and scheduling delays and suggest holistic reforms.
Conclusion: Way forward

Judicial delays in India are a persistent issue, leading to public disillusionment with the legal system. Such
delays discourage people from approaching courts, known as 'black coat syndrome." A significant cause of
these delays is the ineffective case management and court scheduling practices in Indian courts, particularly
at the district level.

Role of Case Management and Scheduling in Delays

o Inefficient Case Flow Management: Although Case Flow Management Rules were introduced to
streamline judicial processes, their inconsistent implementation has failed to provide a predictable
and efficient system. Judges often have to prioritize cases based on higher courts' directives,
leading to uneven distribution of resources.

e Unit System for Judge Performance Evaluation: Judges in the district judiciary are evaluated
through a unit system, where they receive points based on the type and number of cases disposed
of. This encourages judges to focus on simpler cases that are easier to dispose of, allowing them to
accumulate units more quickly.

e  Witness Scheduling Issues: Witnesses face unpredictable schedules due to procedural delays and
frequent adjournments. Their lack of certainty regarding testimony dates disrupts their personal
and professional lives, discouraging their court appearances.

Holistic Reforms to Address the Issue

¢ Reforming the Unit System for Judges: The unit system needs to be restructured to encourage
judges to focus on complex cases that require substantial judicial intervention.

e Strengthening Case Management Rules: Case Flow Management Rules should be strictly
enforced across all courts, with clear timelines for case progression, document filings, and witness
examinations.

e Incentivizing Witness Participation: Witnesses play a crucial role in trials, particularly in
criminal cases. Courts should provide advance notice of testimony dates and offer sufficient
compensation to witnesses beyond just travel expenses.

e Penalties for Unnecessary Delays: Courts should adopt stricter policies against unnecessary
adjournments and impose penalties on lawyers or litigants who deliberately delay proceedings. At
the same time, lawyers who adhere to schedules and contribute to the timely resolution of cases
should be rewarded, creating a system of positive incentives.

Conclusion

Reforms must go beyond procedural rules and focus on incentivizing judges, lawyers, litigants, and
witnesses to adhere to schedules. By introducing technological solutions, reforming the unit system, and
addressing the behavioral aspects of stakeholders, India can move toward a more efficient and predictable
judiciary. A holistic approach is essential to ensure that justice is not only delivered but delivered on time.
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Examine how India’s growing alignment with the Quad nations could impact its
relationship with China, particularly in the context of the Wilmington Declaration. (250
words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight strategic implications for India in the context of the Wilmington Declaration
Conclusion: Way forward
India’s growing alignment with the Quad nations and the implications of the Wilmington Declaration
directly affect its relationship with China, particularly in the context of ongoing border tensions and broader

geopolitical competition. The Wilmington Declaration, issued after the most recent Quad meeting,
underscored the growing cooperation among the Quad nations, particularly in the domain of maritime
security and ensuring a "free and open Indo-Pacific."

Strategic Implications for India

e Security and Defense: India’s cooperation with the Quad enhances its security posture, especially
in the maritime domain, where China has been expanding its influence. This partnership provides
India access to advanced military technologies, intelligence sharing, and joint exercises, which
bolster its defense capabilities.

e Diplomatic Maneuvering: India must continue engaging China through multilateral forums such
as the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and BRICS, ensuring that it does not appear
overtly confrontational while pursuing its strategic objectives.

e Economic Considerations: China remains one of India’s largest trading partners. A further
deterioration in relations could have adverse effects on trade and investment, particularly in
sectors where India is reliant on Chinese imports.

e Regional Stability: As tensions between India and China rise, there could be broader implications
for regional security, particularly in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region. India must avoid
creating a perception of aligning too closely with the West, which could provoke further instability
in its neighborhood.

Conclusion

India’s growing alignment with the Quad, as emphasized by the Wilmington Declaration, presents both
opportunities and challenges. While it strengthens India’s security cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, it also
risks exacerbating tensions with China, which perceives the Quad as part of a broader containment strategy.
India must navigate this evolving situation carefully, balancing its strategic partnership with the Quad while
managing its complex and competitive relationship with China, ensuring that it protects its national
interests without provoking unnecessary confrontation.

Discuss the challenges faced by Indian Railways in ensuring safety, and evaluate the role
of technology such as ‘Kavach’ in addressing these challenges. (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Challenges faced by railways & the role of technology like “Kavach” in addressing challenges.
Conclusion: Way forward
Indian Railways, one of the world’s largest rail networks, faces significant challenges in ensuring the safety

of its passengers and cargo. Recent accidents, such as the Kavaraipettai incident have exposed
vulnerabilities in infrastructure, signaling systems, and operational practices. Kavach is a significant step
towards improving rail safety. It is designed to prevent collisions by automatically controlling train speeds
and activating brakes when necessary.

Challenges Faced by Indian Railways in Ensuring Safety
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Aging Infrastructure: Much of Indian Railways’ infrastructure, including tracks and signaling
systems, is outdated. For example, in the Kavaraipettai incident, an outdated signaling error
allowed a train to enter the wrong track, leading to a collision.

Overburdened Network: High-density and high-utilization routes often operate at over 100%
capacity. This overburdened network increases the likelihood of accidents, as trains operate with
little margin for error in both human and mechanical operations.

Human Error: Train drivers, known as locomotive pilots, often work under extreme conditions.
Reports indicate that pilots work 12-hour shifts without access to basic amenities such as hygienic
resting facilities or toilets on engines.

Freight Traffic and Economic Pressure: The Indian Railways' freight basket is heavily reliant on
coal transport. As sectors decarbonize, this reliance could create financial stress, further limiting
investment in safety upgrades.

Inconsistent Implementation of Safety Protocols: While counter-terrorism investigations have
been employed following certain railway accidents, these efforts can sometimes overshadow the
primary need for safety upgrades and proper investigation of infrastructural failures.

Role of Technology

Automatic Collision Prevention: Kavach automatically brakes trains if two trains are on a
collision course, thus avoiding accidents like the Kavaraipettai incident.

Signal Passing at Danger (SPAD): Kavach prevents trains from passing red signals, a frequent
cause of accidents due to human error. Automating response to signals minimizes the risk of
drivers missing or ignoring signals.

Cost-Effective: According to experts, Kavach can be implemented across the Indian Railways
network with just 2% of the Railways' annual capital expenditure. Its cost-effectiveness makes it
an attractive option for enhancing safety across a large network.

Limited Coverage: While Kavach has proven to be effective, its implementation is currently limited
to select high-density corridors. Expanding it across the vast railway network will take at least a
decade. This leaves many parts of the network vulnerable to accidents in the meantime.

Not a Silver Bullet: Kavach is an essential tool, but it cannot resolve issues stemming from poor
infrastructure, overworked staff, and network congestion. As evident from the Kavaraipettai
incident, even with safety technology in place, broader systemic issues like outdated signaling and
human error still pose significant risks.

Integration with Existing Systems: Implementing Kavach across an aging infrastructure, where
many systems are incompatible with modern technology, presents logistical and financial
challenges. Additionally, as noted, revenue growth for Indian Railways has slowed, increasing its
dependence on government funding for such capital-intensive projects.

Conclusion

A coordinated approach involving technology, infrastructure investment, and human resource management
is essential to ensure sustainable and comprehensive rail safety.
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What are the challenges faced by gig workers in the absence of traditional employer-
employee relationships, and how can the proposed national law address these
challenges? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight challenges faced by gig workers and how new laws can address these challenges.
Conclusion: Way forward

The gig economy, characterized by flexible work arrangements and independent contractors, has seen a

significant rise in recent years. However, the lack of traditional employer-employee relationships has led to

several challenges for gig workers.

Challenges Faced by Gig Workers in the Absence of Traditional Employer-Employee Relationships

Ambiguous Employment Status: Gig workers are often classified as independent contractors
rather than employees, which excludes them from the traditional protections provided under labor
laws.

Lack of Social Security: Gig workers do not have access to comprehensive social security benefits
such as health insurance, retirement savings, or maternity leave that are available to formal
employees under institutional social security systems.

Limited Rights and Protections: As gig workers are excluded from the Industrial Relations Code
2020, they are not covered by minimum wage laws or occupational safety regulations.

Unclear Contracts and Dispute Resolution: Gig work is characterized by flexible contracts with
limited legal obligations from the employer (aggregator), which complicates dispute resolution,
leading to uncertainty about wages and work conditions.

Absence of Job Security: Gig workers are often subject to arbitrary terminations or changes in
work conditions without notice.

How Does the Proposed National Law Addresses These Challenges?

Incorporation into Social Security Schemes: The proposed law mandates that aggregators
contribute 1%-2% of their revenue to a social security fund, offering gig workers access to health
insurance, retirement savings, and other benefits.

Defining and Expanding Worker Classification: The government is revising the definitions of
gig and migrant workers to make them more inclusive.

Mandatory Registration and Transparency: The law will require aggregators to register gig
workers on the e-Shram portal, ensuring that workers are eligible for social security benefits such
as life and accidental insurance. Additionally, aggregators must give a 14-day notice with valid
reasons before terminating workers, and maintain transparency in automated systems, addressing
job security and dispute resolution issues.

Welfare Board Model: The creation of a welfare board will ensure that gig workers have access to
a social security fund.

Dispute Resolution Mechanism: The proposed legislation includes the introduction of formal
dispute resolution mechanisms to protect gig workers' rights and provide them with an avenue to
contest unfair treatment by aggregators.

Conclusion

Addressing these challenges through a national law can lead to a more equitable and sustainable gig
economy, where workers receive proper protection and are empowered.
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Discuss the significance of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) being granted
Maharatna status. How does this empower HAL and contribute to India’s defence and
aerospace sector? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the significance of Maharatna's status and how this empowers defense and aerospace
sector.

Conclusion: Way forward

The granting of Maharatna status to Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is a landmark event in India's
defense and aerospace sectors.

Significance

Financial Autonomy: Maharatna status grants HAL greater financial autonomy, enabling it to
make significant investments in research and development, modernization of facilities, and
expansion of operations without seeking government approval for every decision.

Strategic Decision-Making: HAL can now undertake strategic decisions independently, including
mergers, acquisitions, and joint ventures, to strengthen its position in the global aerospace market.
Enhanced Investment Power: With increased financial flexibility, HAL can attract larger
investments from both domestic and foreign sources, facilitating its growth and modernization.
Global Expansion: The Maharatna status empowers HAL to pursue international collaborations
and partnerships, expanding its market reach and global footprint.

How does this contribute to India’s defense and aerospace sector?

Enhanced Autonomy and Decision-Making Power: Maharatna status allows HAL to make
investments of up to 5,000 crore without requiring government approval, a significant increase
from the previous X1,000 crore limit. This autonomy will speed up the execution of critical defense
projects, including aircraft production and research initiatives.

Driving Innovation and Expansion: With greater freedom in capital expenditure, HAL can
enhance its research and development (R&D) capabilities, allowing for faster innovation in cutting-
edge defense technologies. HAL's increased ability to collaborate with global aerospace companies
and enter new markets aligns with its vision of becoming a global player.

Boosting India's Defense Self-Reliance: The Maharatna status strengthens HAL’s ability to
support India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) initiative, especially in military aviation.
HAL'’s contract with the Ministry of Defence for the production of 240 indigenous aero engines for
Su-30MKI aircraft is a testament to this.

Strengthening India's Global Aerospace Presence: HAL has already established itself as a
credible exporter of helicopters and aircraft like Dhruv, Chetak, and Do-228 to international clients.
The Maharatna status empowers HAL to expand its export potential, increasing India's share in the
global defense market. Partnerships with global aviation giants such as Airbus, Boeing, and Rolls
Royce further solidify HAL’s international standing.

Conclusion

This milestone highlights HAL's strategic importance and strengthens its role in enhancing India's self-
reliance in defense manufacturing.
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Discuss the implications of the recent diplomatic standoff between India and Canada over
the Nijjar affair. How can this incident influence India’s future diplomatic engagements
with the West?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Implications of a recent standoff between 2 nations and influence on future engagement.
Conclusion: Way forward

The recent diplomatic standoff between India and Canada over the Hardeep Singh Nijjar affair marks a
significant low in bilateral relations, with public recriminations escalating into political attacks. This
situation poses a challenge to India’s future diplomatic engagements, especially with the West, where the
emphasis on democratic values, security, and sovereignty often intersects with complex bilateral issues.
Implications of the Diplomatic Standoff

e Deterioration of Bilateral Ties: India-Canada relations had already been strained due to
longstanding concerns over Canada's perceived indifference to pro-Khalistan activities within its
borders. This deterioration makes it difficult to restore normalcy to ties, as both nations have
engaged in tit-for-tat diplomatic expulsions and strongly-worded public statements.

e Breakdown of Diplomatic Norms: The allegations, particularly around Indian diplomats'
involvement in "criminal activities" related to the Nijjar case, have introduced a dangerous
precedent. This creates an environment of distrust and complicates future cooperation on security
and intelligence matters.

e Strain on People-to-People Relations: One of the most immediate impacts of the diplomatic
standoff is on people-to-people ties. This may diminish Canada’s attractiveness as a destination for
Indian students and professionals, which could have long-term consequences for bilateral
engagement.

Influence on India’s Future Diplomatic Engagements with the West

o Heightened Assertiveness in Diplomacy: India is likely to take a more assertive stance in its
future diplomatic dealings with Western countries when its national security is involved. Western
nations may now face greater pressure from India to address separatist activities and terrorism-
linked movements within their borders, particularly when these movements threaten India's
territorial integrity.

e Tactical Engagement with Western Allies: India will need to engage tactically with its key
Western allies like the U.S., U.K,, and the European Union to ensure that they do not adopt Canada’s
approach. India’s diplomatic strategy will focus on preventing any broad-based Western alignment
with Canada’s position, especially in forums like the G7 or within intelligence alliances such as the
Five Eyes.

e Diplomatic Diversification and Non-Western Alliances: The tensions with Canada could push
India to further diversify its diplomatic relationships, particularly with non-Western countries.
India could strengthen its ties with countries that share its concerns about terrorism and
separatism, such as Russia, Israel, or members of the BRICS group.

Conclusion

Going forward, India will likely adopt a more cautious and assertive approach in its interactions with
countries that house large diaspora populations, while continuing to strengthen ties with key global powers
that share its concerns on terrorism and separatism.

Examine the role of strong democratic institutions in fostering economic growth, as
highlighted by the work of Nobel laureates in economics. How can India further
strengthen its institutional framework to support equitable development?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Role of democratic institutions in economic growth and ways to strengthen development.
Conclusion: Way forward
The work of Nobel laureates such as Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson emphasizes the
crucial role that strong democratic institutions play in fostering long-term economic growth.
Key Ways in Which Democratic Institutions Promote Economic Growth
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¢ Rule of Law and Property Rights: Democratic institutions ensure the protection of private
property and the enforcement of contracts. This creates a sense of security for investors,
encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation.

e Accountability and Transparency: Democracies are characterized by electoral processes that
make governments accountable to their citizens. This fosters transparency in policymaking,
reducing corruption and inefficiencies.

¢ Inclusive Economic Policies: Inclusive institutions distribute economic opportunities more
equally among the population. Democratic systems are more likely to create policies that provide
access to education, healthcare, and social services, enabling broader participation in the
economy.

o Political Stability: Democracies, through regular elections and peaceful transitions of power,
tend to offer more political stability. This stability is attractive to both domestic and international
investors, contributing to long-term economic planning and investment.

Strengthening India's Institutional Framework for Equitable Development

e Judicial Reforms and Access to Justice: A strong legal framework is essential for economic
growth. Strengthening judicial infrastructure and improving access to timely justice, especially in
commercial disputes, would enhance investor confidence and create a fairer business
environment.

¢ Inclusive Urbanization and Infrastructure Development: India’s rapid urbanization offers
both opportunities and challenges. To ensure equitable development, the government must focus
on inclusive urban planning that provides affordable housing, public services, and sustainable
infrastructure for all urban residents, including the urban poor.

e Strengthening Federalism and Decentralization: Strengthening local governance institutions,
such as Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), would enhance the
delivery of public services and ensure that development benefits reach the grassroots level.

e Reducing Regional Disparities: Strengthening the institutional capacity of underdeveloped
states, promoting investment in lagging regions, and addressing governance gaps would help
reduce these inequalities and promote balanced growth.

Conclusion

Drawing from the insights of Nobel laureates, the key lies in building and maintaining inclusive institutions
that not only promote growth but also ensure that its benefits are widely shared across all sections of
society.

Discuss the potential of Third-Party Litigation Funding (TPLF) in improving access to
justice in India. What regulatory frameworks are required to ensure its ethical
implementation? (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the potential of TPLF in improving access to justice and discuss regulatory frameworks
Conclusion: Way forward
India's legal system, with over 40 million pending cases, faces immense challenges, particularly due to high
litigation costs. For many, justice is unaffordable, making Third-Party Litigation Funding (TPLF) a potential
game-changer.
Potential of TPLF in Improving Access to Justice in India
e Enhanced Access to Justice: TPLF opens courtroom doors for marginalized groups and financially
weaker individuals, allowing them to fight cases they might have abandoned due to prohibitive
costs.
o Equalizing Power Imbalances: TPLF can bridge the gap between resource-poor individuals and
well-funded corporate or government opponents.
e Encouraging Public Interest Litigation (PIL): TPLF can fuel PILs in fields such as environmental
protection and consumer rights, where litigation costs can be particularly high due to the need for
expert testimony and extensive legal research.
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e Boost to Complex Litigation Areas: Sectors like intellectual property rights (IPR) and medical
malpractice, where litigation often involves specialized legal expertise and evidence, could benefit
from TPLF.

e Economic Incentives for Funders: For investors, TPLF offers an attractive avenue for returns,
incentivizing them to support legitimate claims with a strong chance of success.

Regulatory Framework for Ethical Implementation

e Licensing and Regulation of Funders: Funders should be licensed as financial service providers,
similar to existing frameworks in other jurisdictions like Hong Kong's Code of Practice for Third-
Party Funding in Arbitration. This would ensure that only financially stable and reputable entities
can engage in TPLE.

e Disclosure Requirements: TPLF agreements must be disclosed to the court and all parties
involved. This ensures transparency regarding the involvement of third-party funders, allowing
courts to assess potential conflicts of interest or undue influence.

e Protection of Plaintiffs' Decision-Making Rights: Plaintiffs must retain control over case
strategy, with funders playing an advisory role rather than determining the course of litigation.
Courts must ensure that funding arrangements do not compromise the plaintiff's autonomy:.

e Encouraging Mediation and ADR: To prevent an overburdened judiciary, the framework should
promote alternative dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms such as mediation and arbitration,
ensuring that funders do not drive cases to litigation unnecessarily.

Conclusion

Third-Party Litigation Funding has the potential to revolutionize access to justice in India, especially for
marginalized groups, small businesses, and public interest causes. By doing so, the country can balance
financial innovation with the constitutional dream of "justice for all," turning the TPLF model into a
powerful tool for social change.

How can awareness and regulation be enhanced to prevent illegal organ trafficking in
India? Discuss the role of healthcare institutions and law enforcement agencies in
tackling this issue. (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Role of healthcare institutions & enforcement agencies in tackling illegal organ trafficking
Conclusion: Way forward
Over the past decade, India has emerged as a global hub for organ transplant surgeries, conducting close to
18,000 operations annually, second only to the US and China. While this highlights India's advanced
healthcare capabilities, it has also exposed an illegal organ trafficking network, often disguised as "altruistic
donations."
Enhancing Awareness and Regulation to Prevent Illegal Organ Trafficking in India

e Public Education Campaigns: Launch widespread campaigns to educate the public about the
dangers of illegal organ trafficking, the rights of organ donors, and the ethical implications of organ
transplantation.

e Media Engagement: Collaborate with media outlets to disseminate information about the issue
and highlight success stories of initiatives to combat it.

e Transparent Transplantation Systems: Establish transparent and accountable organ
transplantation systems to prevent corruption and ensure that only legitimate donations are
accepted.

e International Cooperation: Collaborate with other countries to combat cross-border organ
trafficking and share best practices for prevention and enforcement.

Role of Healthcare Institutions & Law Enforcement Agencies in Tackling the Issue

e Strengthening Authorization Committees: Hospitals are required to have Authorisation
Committees to verify the legitimacy of organ donations. Hospitals must ensure that these
committees function independently and are held accountable for any lapses in scrutiny.

e Transparency in Organ Allocation: A national-level organ transplant registry, with transparent
organ allocation procedures, can reduce the scope for illegal transactions. This would also help
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build public trust in the organ donation system and ensure that organs are allocated based on
medical necessity rather than illegal financial arrangements.

e Cross-Border Cooperation: Given the international nature of some organ trafficking networks,
Indian law enforcement should collaborate closely with neighboring countries, such as Bangladesh
and Myanmar, to track and dismantle these networks. Joint efforts with foreign embassies and
international organizations can improve monitoring and enforcement across borders.

o Dedicated Anti-Trafficking Units: Law enforcement agencies must establish specialized units to
tackle organ trafficking, equipped with the necessary resources and expertise to investigate
complex cross-border operations. These units should work in coordination with hospitals, NGOs,
and international agencies to monitor trafficking networks.

Conclusion

Through a combination of heightened awareness, stricter regulations, and coordinated efforts between
healthcare institutions and law enforcement agencies, India can make substantial progress in curbing illegal
organ trafficking and safeguarding vulnerable individuals from exploitation.

“The Supreme Court’s verdict on Section 6A of the Citizenship Act takes a dynamic
approach to the concept of citizenship.” Discuss the implications of the verdict in light of
constitutional provisions and the Assam Accord. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Implications of SC verdict in light of constitutional provisions and Assam Accord

Conclusion: Way forward
The Supreme Court’s recent verdict upholding the constitutional validity of Section 6A of the Citizenship
Act, 1955 addresses a longstanding and contentious question in Assam: "Who is a foreigner?" This question,
which ignited the Assam agitation in the 1970s and 1980s, stems from deep-rooted concerns about illegal
migration from Bangladesh and its impact on Assam's demography, culture, and resources.
Implications of the Verdict in Light of Constitutional Provisions and the Assam Accord

o Constitutional Validity and Right to Equality: The Supreme Court upheld Section 6A as
constitutionally valid. The Court emphasized the need to take a "flexible approach” when assessing
the constitutionality of a statute, considering the specific historical context and the humanitarian
imperatives involved.

e Balancing Humanitarian Needs and Indigenous Concerns: The Supreme Court recognized that
Section 6A was necessary to address the unique historical and demographic challenges Assam
faced. The Court’s judgment, while safeguarding the cultural rights of Assam’s indigenous
communities, also highlights the importance of upholding the humanitarian needs of those
displaced by violence and conflict, thereby taking a balanced and inclusive approach to citizenship.

e Interpretation of Citizenship and Fraternity: The judgment provides a dynamic reading of
citizenship, emphasizing inclusivity and social justice, and challenges the petitioners' narrow
interpretation that sought to limit citizenship to those indigenous to Assam. This dynamic
interpretation is significant, as it reflects a broader understanding of Indian nationalism that
accommodates diverse populations, especially in the context of migration and displacement, and
resonates with the goals of equality and upliftment for all.

e Impact on Future Citizenship Debates: The Court’s approach, rooted in a liberal and inclusive
understanding of fraternity and equality, may shape the outcome of other pending cases, such as
those concerning migrants who arrived in Assam after 1971, and further clarify the relationship
between regional concerns and national policies on citizenship.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s verdict on Section 6A of the Citizenship Act represents a dynamic and nuanced
understanding of citizenship in India, particularly in regions like Assam that have experienced large-scale
migration. By upholding the provisions of the Assam Accord, the Court has provided a constitutional
framework that balances humanitarian concerns with the need to protect the cultural and economic
interests of indigenous populations. This judgment reinforces the broader constitutional values of
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fraternity, equality, and social justice while acknowledging the complexities of migration and citizenship in

India.

“Universal Basic Income (UBI) has emerged as a potential solution to mitigate poverty
and inequality. Evaluate the feasibility of implementing a modified UBI in India,
considering the existing economic constraints.” (250 words).

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Examine the feasibility of implementing modified UBI in India.
Conclusion: Way forward

The idea of Universal Basic Income (UBI) as a solution to poverty and inequality has gained traction in India,
especially after its recommendation in the 2016-17 Economic Survey. UBI proposes a guaranteed income
to all citizens, regardless of their socio-economic status, as a safety net against unemployment, poverty, and
inequality.

Feasibility of Implementing a Modified UBI

Financial Constraints: A full-fledged UBI, with substantial cash transfers to every citizen, would
demand significant resources. Estimates suggest it could cost between 3.5% to 11% of India’s GDP,
a financial burden that is currently unfeasible given India’s fiscal constraints.

JAM Infrastructure for Implementation: The successful implementation of direct benefit
transfer (DBT) schemes, such as PM-KISAN, is made possible by the JAM (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar,
Mobile) infrastructure, which allows for cash transfers directly to beneficiaries. However, there are
challenges with Aadhaar verification and inclusion/exclusion errors.

Addressing Existing Inefficiencies: India's existing welfare schemes are numerous, often
overlapping, and subject to inefficiencies. In-kind assistance (such as the Public Distribution
System) or targeted schemes like the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) have helped many, but issues of corruption, delays, and mismanagement
persist. A UBI, which is unconditional and universal, could minimize bureaucratic hurdles, ensuring
that the most vulnerable receive assistance without delay or error.

Targeted vs. Universal Approach: Many argue against UBI’s universal nature, questioning why
the wealthy should receive payments. However, proponents clarify that what matters is net income.
The wealthy would pay more in taxes than they receive, effectively redistributing wealth. This
would simplify administration compared to targeted schemes, which are prone to errors of
inclusion (benefitting the non-poor) and exclusion (missing the deserving poor).

Logistical Challenges and Last-Mile Delivery: For UBI to be effective, last-mile challenges such
as access to cash-out points, network failures, and biometric authentication issues must be
resolved. This aspect underscores the importance of improving financial inclusion infrastructure
alongside UBI implementation.

Complementing Existing Schemes: A modified UBI, instead of replacing existing welfare
schemes, could work alongside programs like MGNREGS, which provide work opportunities but
exclude those unable to work, such as the elderly or disabled. Similarly, schemes targeting specific
vulnerable groups, such as women or children, could be layered on top of UBI to create a
comprehensive social safety net. This layered approach could help balance fiscal sustainability with
the need for targeted welfare.

Conclusion
A gradual, phased approach to UB], starting with limited transfers, would allow for adjustments as fiscal
space and implementation capacity improve.
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“The Supreme Court of India has ruled that marriages fixed during a child’s minority
violate the right to free choice and individual autonomy.” In the light of this statement,
discuss the implications of this ruling for child rights and personal liberty in India. (250
words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Implications of ruling on child rights and personal liberty in India
Conclusion: Way forward
The Supreme Court of India’s ruling, which calls for the prohibition of child betrothals and amendments to
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006, highlights the violation of a child's autonomy and
the curtailment of their rights to free choice and healthy childhood. This ruling is a significant step towards
further protecting child rights and personal liberty, emphasizing the need for legislative and societal
reforms.
Implications of the Ruling for Child Rights
e Violation of Autonomy and Free Choice: The Court ruled that marriages fixed during a child's
minority violate the child's right to free choice, autonomy, and agency. This not only undermines
their freedom but also prevents them from fully exercising their rights to life and personal liberty
as guaranteed by Article 21 of the Constitution.
e Impact on Childhood and Development: Early marriages not only rob children of their right to a
carefree childhood, but they also force children, especially girls, into adult roles prematurely. The
Court pointed out that child marriage leads to the social isolation of girls, who are often expected
to shoulder family responsibilities at an age when they should be pursuing education and personal
development.
Implications for Personal Liberty
e Curtailing Personal Liberty through Social Practices: The Court’s ruling reinforces the idea that
the freedom to choose a life partner is a fundamental aspect of personal liberty. Early marriages
deny children the chance to make mature, informed decisions about their future. By outlawing
child betrothals, the ruling aims to give children the freedom to shape their life paths once they are
capable of making such choices.
Conclusion
The Supreme Court's ruling on child betrothals is a crucial milestone in strengthening child rights and
personal liberty in India. By addressing the violation of free choice, autonomy, and childhood caused by
early marriages, the ruling urges Parliament to amend the PCMA to specifically ban child betrothals. This
judgment also underlines the importance of legal and social reforms, such as financial support for
vulnerable families, to combat child marriage effectively. With the court's emphasis on both genders'
protection and the need for targeted interventions, this decision paves the way for a more robust legal
framework that protects the future of children while upholding their fundamental rights to personal liberty
and self-determination.

“Spectrum allocation for satellite communication has become a contentious issue,
especially in the context of increasing technological developments.” Analyze the
challenges and opportunities of spectrum allocation for satellite communications in
India, focusing on the potential impacts on economic development and national security.
(250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Challenges & opportunities related to spectrum allocation for satellite communications.

Conclusion: Way forward
The issue of spectrum allocation for satellite communications in India has gained prominence, with
stakeholders divided over whether spectrum should be auctioned or administratively allocated. This debate
is critical as satellite communication holds immense potential for India’s economic development and
national security.
Challenges of Spectrum Allocation for Satellite Communications in India
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o Diverging Views on Spectrum Allocation: Some Telecom players argue in favor of auctioning
spectrum for satellite communications, advocating that it ensures a level playing field while others
argue that it should not be auctioned since satellite spectrum has no national territorial limits.

e Regulatory Complexity: The Telecommunications Act 2023 allows the government to allocate
spectrum administratively for satellite-based services, but the process involves multiple layers of
regulation.

o Interference and Technical Coordination: Spectrum sharing between satellite operators and
terrestrial services (such as 5G) is technically complex. Without proper coordination, there could
be interference between different communication systems, affecting both satellite and terrestrial
services. The need for seamless frequency management across borders further complicates the
issue.

Opportunities of Spectrum Allocation for Satellite Communications

¢ Boosting Digital Connectivity and Economic Growth: Satellite communication can play a crucial
role in bridging India’s digital divide, especially in remote and underserved regions where
terrestrial networks are insufficient or non-existent. Expanding satellite broadband services can
promote inclusive growth by providing rural areas with access to education, healthcare, and
financial services.

e National Security and Strategic Autonomy: Secure satellite communication is vital for defense
and national security. Satellites provide real-time intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
capabilities, which are critical for monitoring sensitive regions like the Himalayas and the Indian
Ocean. India’s reliance on satellite communication for defense also enhances its strategic
autonomy, reducing dependence on foreign technologies.

o Fostering Healthy Competition and Innovation: A well-regulated spectrum allocation process,
whether through administrative allocation or auction, can foster healthy competition among
players. With major players like OneWeb, Starlink, and Reliance Jio entering the market, there is
potential for innovation in satellite-based services, which can lead to better quality and more
affordable services for consumers.

Conclusion

The debate over spectrum allocation for satellite communication in India underscores the complexities of
balancing economic interests, technological developments, and national security. While stakeholders are
divided on whether spectrum should be auctioned or administratively allocated, the government's decision
to opt for administrative allocation aligns with global practices. However, it is crucial to ensure transparency
in the process, clear regulations on spectrum charges, and policies that promote competition without
erecting unnecessary entry barriers.

Discuss the role of businesses in promoting inclusive development globally. How can the
private sector help address food security and sustainability issues? (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Role of business in inclusive development, food security, and sustainability issues.
Conclusion: Way forward
Businesses play a crucial role in fostering inclusive development by ensuring that economic growth benefits
all segments of society, including marginalized groups.
Role of Businesses in Promoting Inclusive Development
e SKkill Development and Education: Tailored programs for skilling and upskilling workers are
critical to promoting inclusive development. Businesses should collaborate with academic
institutions and governments to provide on-the-job training, particularly for underrepresented
groups like women. The B-20 agenda emphasizes the importance of education as a tool for
empowerment, urging businesses to integrate practical industry needs into academic curricula.
o Financial Access and Inclusion: Financial access is essential to reducing inequality. As
demonstrated by India’s Jan Dhan Yojana and the convergence of the Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) with digital financial tools, businesses can foster financial inclusion at scale. Expanding these
initiatives globally, especially in Africa, where the continent’s inclusion in the G-20 offers a unique
opportunity, is essential.
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Addressing Food Security and Sustainability Issues

e Promoting Sustainable Agricultural Practices: The global food crisis, exacerbated by extreme
weather events, underscores the need for businesses to engage in sustainable food systems.
Businesses can advocate for precision farming, invest in agricultural infrastructure, and utilize
digital tools to enhance food production and reduce waste.

o Enhancing Resilient Trade Flows: As national security concerns and unfair trade practices
disrupt global trade, businesses must collaborate with institutions like the World Trade
Organization (WTO) to strengthen trade rules and reduce barriers such as tariffs. Businesses must
support policies that ensure transparent trade practices, and work with governments to align
industrial and trade policies with environmental sustainability goals, ensuring clarity and
consistency in global supply chains.

o Harnessing Digital Transformation and Innovation: Digital transformation presents immense
opportunities for addressing global food security and sustainability challenges. Businesses must
harness technologies like Artificial Intelligence (AI) for responsible use in fields such as healthcare,
agriculture, and resource management.

e Advancing Sustainability Mission: Businesses must commit to achieving net-zero targets
through renewable energy investments, promoting the use of biofuels and green hydrogen, and
adopting circular economy principles that minimize waste and optimize resource use.

Conclusion

Global businesses have a pivotal role in fostering inclusive development and addressing food security and
sustainability challenges. Through proactive engagement, businesses can help achieve equitable growth,
enhance food security, and contribute meaningfully to a sustainable future.

India has pioneered Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) with initiatives like UPI and
Aadhaar. How can robust impact assessments ensure that DPI serves its intended
purpose of inclusivity and financial access? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What are key ways by which DPI can ensure inclusivity & financial access?

Conclusion: Way forward
India has played a pioneering role in Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) through initiatives like Aadhaar and
UPI, which have made significant contributions to financial inclusion and economic development.
Key Ways Impact Assessments Ensure DPI Inclusivity and Financial Access

o Feedback Loop: Embedding impact assessment mechanisms in the design of DPIs, akin to privacy
and security, is critical. This allows continuous feedback on the system’s performance and
effectiveness in real-time.

e Granular Data Collection: Impact assessments should include tools to gather granular data,
which can reveal deeper insights into how DPIs are affecting different demographics. Intersectional
data—factoring in gender, income, education, and geography—helps policymakers understand
who benefits, who is left behind, and why.

e Trusted Data Sharing Mechanisms: Making data available through well-governed, trusted
mechanisms is key to ensuring the quality of assessments. Government agencies must balance
concerns over data misuse with the need to provide enough data for thorough assessments,
without compromising privacy or security.

e Anonymised Data for Insights: Privacy concerns can be addressed by using anonymized data that
allows for in-depth analysis of the social and economic impact of DPIs.

e  Multi-Stakeholder Involvement: Robust assessments require the involvement of diverse
stakeholders—government, third-party agencies, the private sector, and civil society. Fostering
dialogue among these groups creates ownership of the assessment process and drives a culture of
accountability.

e Participative Governance: A continuous dialogue facilitates participatory governance and
ensures that feedback loops from assessments lead to corrective actions and improvements in
policy design, making DPIs more inclusive.
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e Beyond Enrollment Metrics: Metrics such as the number of Aadhaar enrollments or UPI
transactions provide surface-level insights but do not fully capture socioeconomic outcomes.

o Intersectional Analysis: Robust assessments can highlight gaps in digital access, especially in
underserved regions or among marginalized groups. Intersectional data helps policymakers
address the digital divide, ensuring that rural populations, women, and other disadvantaged
groups are not excluded from digital financial services.

o Empirical Evidence for Policy Adjustments: Much of the current understanding of DPI's impact
is anecdotal. Systematic, data-driven evidence through impact assessments can inform better
policy adjustments, ensuring that the benefits of DPI are equitably distributed across different
segments of society.

Conclusion

Impact assessments are essential to ensure DPIs fulfill their goals of inclusivity and financial access. By
integrating assessments, improving data quality, and fostering stakeholder dialogue, India can take timely
actions to ensure DPIs drive equitable development, particularly in the Global South.

Discuss the role of legislative frameworks like the Nature Restoration Law (NRL) in
addressing environmental degradation. How can India incorporate similar laws to
combat land degradation and biodiversity loss?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What is the role of NRL in addressing environmental degradation and lesson India can learn?
Conclusion: Way forward
Environmental degradation and biodiversity loss are pressing global challenges, with ecosystems facing
increasing threats due to human activities. Legislative frameworks such as the Nature Restoration Law
(NRL), adopted by the European Union, provide a structured approach to reversing environmental
degradation.
Role of Legislative Frameworks like the NRL in Addressing Environmental Degradation

o Legally Binding Restoration Targets: The NRL mandates clear, measurable restoration goals.
Binding commitments are essential to ensure accountability and consistent progress.

e Focus on Ecosystem Diversity: By targeting various ecosystems, including forests, agricultural
lands, rivers, and urban spaces, the law takes a holistic approach to restoration.

e Mitigating Biodiversity Loss: The law’s emphasis on habitat restoration, such as converting
25,000 km of rivers into free-flowing rivers and planting three billion additional trees by 2030,
directly addresses biodiversity loss, ensuring ecosystems' health and resilience.

e (Climate Change Mitigation: Restoration efforts under the NRL contribute to climate change
mitigation by enhancing natural carbon sinks, such as forests and wetlands.

e Economic and Social Benefits: The NRL creates opportunities for sustainable development, job
creation, and improved ecosystem services, essential for rural and urban communities alike.

How India Can Incorporate Similar Laws to Combat Land Degradation and Biodiversity Loss?

e Restoration Targets: Legally binding targets would ensure accountability and motivate both
central and state governments to take active measures.

e Wetland Restoration: Critical wetlands like the Sundarbans and Chilika Lake play a vital role in
biodiversity conservation and climate regulation. A law could mandate restoring 30% of degraded
wetlands by 2030 to enhance these ecosystems' ecological functions.

e Sustainable Agricultural Practices: Agriculture dominates India's landscape, and restoring
biodiversity in farmlands is crucial. The law could promote agroforestry and other sustainable
practices, reducing land degradation.

e River Restoration: India could focus on restoring its free-flowing rivers, starting with major river
systems like the Ganga and Yamuna. Removing pollutants and physical barriers (such as dams)
would restore river ecosystems and enhance water quality.

e Economic and Social Benefits: A Nature Restoration Law would offer significant economic and
social benefits for India. Restoring degraded land enhances agricultural productivity, improves
water security, and generates millions of jobs in rural areas.

Conclusion
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A legislative framework like the Nature Restoration Law provides a roadmap for tackling environmental
degradation by setting binding targets, promoting sustainable practices, and ensuring ecosystem resilience.

India and Germany share a strategic partnership aimed at enhancing bilateral relations.
In light of the recent developments in global geopolitics, evaluate the significance of
Germany’s role in India’s strategic and economic ambitions, particularly in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Significance of Germany’s Role in India’s Strategic and Economic Ambitions

Conclusion: Way forward
The recent visit of German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to India, amidst a season of global summitry, holds
significant importance for India’s strategic and economic ambitions. While Germany may lack the allure of
summits with superpowers like the US or the deep historical ties India shares with Russia, its visit signals
a shift in the Indo-German bilateral relationship, especially in light of evolving global geopolitics.
Significance of Germany’s Role in India’s Strategic and Economic Ambitions

e Germany as a Strategic Balancer in India’s Foreign Policy: For India, facing challenges from an
assertive China, a weakened Russia, and the unpredictability of US policies, deepening ties with
Germany provides balance in its global relationships. The new geopolitical connection with
Germany complements India’s existing strategic partnership with France and adds heft to India’s
ties with Europe.

e Economic Diversification and Manufacturing Cooperation: Chancellor Scholz’s visit comes at a
time when Germany seeks to reduce its over-reliance on China and diversify its economic ties.
India, with its burgeoning economy and stable democratic structure, emerges as a prime candidate
for this economic diversification.

e Security and Defense Cooperation: Germany’s willingness to deepen defense ties, through more
military exchanges, consultations between civilian defense establishments, and reciprocal access
arrangements, marks a significant shift. Moreover, Germany’s offer to assist India in building its
defense manufacturing capacity—particularly through potential submarine acquisitions—signals
along-term commitment to modernizing India’s defense infrastructure.

¢ Indo-Pacific and Strategic Realignment: Germany’s increased engagement, including naval
presence and joint exercises, reinforces the rules-based order that India seeks to uphold in the
Indo-Pacific. This realignment not only strengthens India’s regional position but also counters
China’s influence, complementing India’s strategic partnerships with countries like Japan,
Australia, and the United States under the Quad framework.

e Bridging Differences on Ukraine: Germany recognizes India’s growing international salience as
a major power in the Global South, and there is potential for both nations to find common ground
through dialogue. India’s efforts to mediate and promote peaceful resolutions to global conflicts,
including the war in Ukraine, position it as a key diplomatic player. Germany’s willingness to engage
with India, despite differences in Ukraine, reflects a mature and evolving partnership that
acknowledges India’s rising influence in global geopolitics.

Conclusion

The Scholz-Modi summit may lack the glamour of other global meetings, but its significance in shaping
India’s relations with Europe and advancing India’s ambitions on the global stage cannot be
underestimated.
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Analyze the effectiveness of UN peacekeeping operations in conflict zones like Rwanda
and UKkraine. In the light of recent failures, critically evaluate the need for reforms in the
UN Security Council to enhance the efficacy of global peacekeeping missions.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the effectiveness of UN peacekeeping ops & need for reforms in UNSC

Conclusion: Way forward
The United Nations (UN) peacekeeping operations have historically played a significant role in stabilizing
conflict zones, promoting peace, and supporting post-conflict reconstruction.
Effectiveness of UN Peacekeeping Operations

e Rwanda: In 1994, Rwanda witnessed one of the worst genocides in history, with an estimated
800,000 people killed within 100 days. The UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR), was
tasked with monitoring the Arusha Accords. The limitations in UNAMIR's mandate and the lack of
international political will were major factors contributing to the mission's failure. Bureaucratic
delays in the UNSC and the inability to respond rapidly exacerbated the crisis.

e Ukraine: Since Russia annexed Crimea in 2014 and the subsequent conflict in Eastern Ukraine, the
UNSC has been largely ineffective in addressing the crisis. The UNSC’s structure, particularly the
veto power of the permanent members (P5), creates a deadlock in situations involving the direct
interests of one of the P5. Peacekeeping in such high-stakes geopolitical conflicts is nearly
impossible under the current UNSC framework.

Need for Reforms in the UNSC

e Reforming the Veto Power: A potential reform could involve limiting the use of the veto in cases
of mass atrocities, war crimes, or genocide, as proposed by initiatives like the French-Mexican veto
restraint initiative.

o Expansion and Representation: The UNSC’s current structure reflects the geopolitical realities
of 1945, not today’s multipolar world. Expanding the UNSC to include more permanent and non-
permanent members, particularly from Africa, Asia, and Latin America, would make it more
representative and democratic.

o Strengthening Peacekeeping Mandates: Peacekeeping mandates need to be more robust,
moving from passive monitoring to proactive peace enforcement. "Chapter VII" mandates, which
allow the use of force to maintain or restore peace, should be more widely considered in situations
where civilian populations are at risk of mass violence.

e Enhancing Accountability: Establishing independent accountability mechanisms to investigate
allegations of misconduct by peacekeepers would restore trust and legitimacy. This should include
the ability to prosecute offenders within international legal frameworks.

Conclusion

UN peacekeeping missions have had both successes and significant failures, particularly in conflict zones
like Rwanda and Ukraine. Only through these changes can the UN become a more effective guarantor of
global peace and security, better equipped to address the complex conflicts of the 21st century.

Discuss the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and its implications for
public health, particularly in low and middle-income countries. How can international
cooperation and the One Health approach help mitigate this global health challenge?
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight implications for public health of AMR & One Health approach to mitigate crisis
Conclusion: Way forward
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a global health crisis that poses a significant threat to public health
worldwide. It occurs when microorganisms, such as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites, develop the
ability to resist the effects of antimicrobial drugs, making infections harder to treat and increasing the risk
of severe illness, death, and healthcare costs. The One Health approach recognizes the interconnectedness
of human, animal, and environmental health and emphasizes the need for a collaborative approach to
address health challenges.
Implications for Public Health
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e Increased morbidity and mortality: Untreated or poorly treated infections can lead to severe
illness, disability, and death, particularly in vulnerable populations like the young, the elderly, and
immunocompromised individuals.

o Healthcare costs: Treating AMR infections often requires more expensive and complex
treatments, straining healthcare systems and resources.

e Limited treatment options: As more microorganisms become resistant, fewer effective
treatments are available, making it challenging to manage infections.

e Economic impact: AMR can have a significant economic impact on healthcare systems,
communities, and nations due to increased healthcare costs, lost productivity, and reduced
tourism.

International Cooperation and the One Health Approach

¢ Global surveillance: Establishing robust surveillance systems to monitor AMR trends and identify
emerging threats.

e Knowledge sharing: Sharing information and best practices among countries to improve AMR
prevention and control.

e Research and development: Supporting research to develop new antibiotics and alternative
therapies.

e Policy coordination: Developing and implementing coordinated policies and regulations to
address AMR at a global level.

e Multisectoral collaboration: Engaging stakeholders from various sectors, including health,
agriculture, environment, and development, to address AMR.

e Surveillance and monitoring: Conducting surveillance and monitoring of AMR in humans,
animals, and the environment.

e Prevention and Control: Implementing effective prevention and control measures, such as
infection prevention and control practices, responsible antibiotic use, and antimicrobial
stewardship programs.

e Research and development: Supporting research to develop new antibiotics and alternative
therapies, as well as to understand the drivers of AMR.

Conclusion
By fostering international cooperation and adopting a One Health approach, we can mitigate the growing
threat of AMR and protect public health worldwide.

“Almost 75 years after the adoption of the Constitution, what role should universities
play in nation-building, especially in fostering constitutional values?” (250 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the role of universities in nation building especially in constitutional values.
Conclusion: Way forward

Nearly 75 years after the adoption of the Indian Constitution, universities have a pivotal role in shaping the
future of the nation by instilling constitutional values in the youth.

Role of Universities in Nation-Building, Especially in Fostering Constitutional Values

e Constitution as a Source of Collective Consciousness: India’s pluralistic society is marked by
significant social, cultural, and economic diversity. Universities, by emphasizing the study of the
Constitution and its principles, can help students appreciate the democratic values that underpin
India’s unity. In this way, higher education institutions play a crucial role in shielding the nation
from sectarian divisions, nurturing a common identity based on constitutional patriotism rather
than narrow, sectarian loyalties.

e Constitution as a Framework for Identity Creation: The Constitution fosters an Indian identity
that promotes unity in diversity, respect for rights and freedoms, and a shared sense of belonging
to the nation. Universities can shape this identity by teaching the values enshrined in the
Preamble—justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity—and how they contribute to building an

inclusive, democratic society.
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o Constitution as a Tool for Celebrating Diversity: The Indian Constitution recognizes and
celebrates diversity through its provisions on equality and non-discrimination. Universities are
uniquely positioned to foster this appreciation for diversity by encouraging interaction among
students from different backgrounds, regions, and cultures.

e Constitution as an Instrument of Social and Political Empowerment: The Constitution’s
provisions, particularly Article 17, which abolished untouchability, reflect its vision of a just and
egalitarian society. Universities must focus on teaching these constitutional ideals, shaping
students to challenge entrenched social inequalities and caste-based discrimination. By making
students aware of their rights and the transformative power of the Constitution, universities can
empower individuals to be agents of social change.

o Constitution as the Basis for Social Justice: Social justice is a central theme of the Constitution,
which seeks to redress historical injustices and ensure equal opportunities for all citizens.
Universities are instrumental in advancing this constitutional mandate through transformative
education. By integrating social justice into their curriculum, universities can nurture a new
generation of leaders committed to addressing issues such as poverty, caste-based discrimination,
and gender inequality.

Conclusion

As India celebrates the 75th anniversary of its Constitution, the role of universities in nation-building
cannot be overstated. They are not only institutions for imparting knowledge and skills but also crucial
spaces for fostering the values of democracy, equality, and social justice. Universities must prioritize the
study of the Constitution, educating young Indians about its historical significance, its principles, and its
relevance to contemporary challenges.

“How can preventive measures like sex education and awareness programs help in
addressing the problem of child sexual exploitation in India?” (150 words)
Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Role of measures like sex education, and awareness programs in addressing sexual exploitation?
Conclusion: Way forward

The Supreme Court's recent judgment on Child Sexual Exploitative and Abuse Material (CSEAM)
underscores the urgency of addressing this grave problem, which often goes unnoticed by the public. India,
unfortunately, ranks highest in the world in terms of uploading CSEAM content, as shown by the National
Centre for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) data, and the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
reports reflect a dramatic rise in child pornography cases, from 44 in 2018 to 1,171 in 2022.

Role of Preventive Measures like Sex Education and Awareness Programs

e Breaking the Cycle of Demand and Production: The SC emphasized that the act of viewing
CSEAM, even in private, creates demand, which fuels the production of such exploitative material.
Preventive measures like sex education and awareness programs can help reduce this demand by
sensitizing children and adults about the nature of CSEAM and its devastating impact on victims.

e Empowering Children and Parents: Sex education in schools and awareness programs for
parents can empower both children and families to recognize, report, and prevent abuse. Children
need to be taught about consent, bodily autonomy, and the dangers of online exploitation.

e Challenging Misconceptions and Taboos: A major barrier in addressing CSEAM is the
presumption that the material being viewed comes from other countries and that it doesn’t involve
local children. However, investigations by Kerala Police revealed that many of the videos involved
local children, often filmed using covert means like spy cameras.

e Psychological Impact on Victims: The SC judgment highlights the lifelong trauma faced by
victims, exacerbated by the knowledge that their abuse is being viewed by countless strangers.
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Awareness programs can focus on destigmatizing victims and fostering a compassionate
environment for survivors. By promoting open discussions on the issue, society can become more
empathetic, and victims can be encouraged to come forward without fear of judgment.

e Tackling Online Exploitation: With the rise of child pornography groups operating on platforms
like WhatsApp and Telegram, awareness campaigns must also focus on educating children and
parents about online safety. Children must be taught about the risks of sharing personal
information, photos, and videos online, while parents should be aware of how to monitor internet
usage and detect signs of exploitation.

Conclusion

The SC’s judgment on CSEAM has highlighted a serious and pervasive issue in India, calling for a
comprehensive approach to tackle it. While legal enforcement is crucial, preventive measures like sex
education and awareness programs are indispensable in curbing the demand for CSEAM, empowering
children and communities, and ultimately safeguarding children from exploitation. A multi-faceted
approach involving law enforcement, schools, parents, and society is required to protect children from the
horrors of sexual exploitation, both online and offline.

Examine the socio-economic implications of a diminishing aspiration among India’s
population, especially in rural areas. Discuss its impact on labor migration and consumer
behavior.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight socio-economic implications with impact on migration and consumer behavior
Conclusion: Way forward

The diminishing aspiration among India’s population, especially in rural areas, carries substantial socio-

economic implications that influence labor migration, consumer behavior, and overall economic growth.
Impact on Labor Migration

e Reduction in Migration: Traditionally, many rural Indians migrate to urban areas for better job
opportunities and income. However, diminished aspirations often lead to a decline in the desire to
seek such opportunities, resulting in lower rural-to-urban migration rates. This can restrict both
individual income growth and the remittances that support rural households.

o Skills and Labor Shortage: Lower migration rates also affect cities and industrial hubs dependent
on rural labor for low-skilled jobs. Sectors such as construction, manufacturing, and services may
face workforce shortages, potentially raising labor costs and impacting productivity.

e Increase in Informal Employment: Those who do migrate under limited aspirations may settle
for low-paying or informal sector jobs without striving for skill development or career
advancement. This could perpetuate a cycle of low wages and limited socio-economic mobility,
limiting opportunities for future generations.

Impact on Consumer Behavior

e Decrease in Consumption: Aspiration drives consumer spending, particularly on goods and
services related to lifestyle improvements, such as education, healthcare, housing, and leisure.
Diminishing aspirations in rural areas can lead to more conservative spending, impacting demand
for such goods and services and leading to an overall reduction in rural consumption.

o Shift in Consumption Patterns: Households with lower aspirations may focus on spending on
necessities rather than aspirational goods. This can shift market demand away from discretionary
products, affecting industries that rely on rural demand for growth, such as consumer electronics,
household appliances, and branded goods.
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o Effect on Savings and Investment: People with low aspirations may prioritize immediate savings
and risk-averse investment over entrepreneurial endeavors. This could stymie wealth generation
and economic diversification in rural areas, perpetuating poverty cycles and dependency on low-
income occupations like subsistence farming.

Conclusion

Diminished aspirations in India’s rural populace, coupled with economic conservatism, have far-reaching
effects on labor migration and consumer behavior. Renewed economic optimism, through proactive
policies, inclusive growth, and enhanced employment opportunities, can restore the aspirational spirit that
has historically driven economic advancement.

“Protected areas alone cannot guarantee biodiversity conservation.” In light of recent
findings, critically analyze why biodiversity decline is happening at a faster rate within
protected areas.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight reasons for biodiversity decline within Protected Areas

Conclusion: Way forward

The recent findings from the Natural History Museum (NHM) reveal that biodiversity within key protected
areas (PAs) is declining faster than outside them.

Reasons for Biodiversity Decline within Protected Areas

o Inadequate Focus on Entire Ecosystems: Many protected areas were established with a species-
specific approach, focusing on safeguarding select species rather than preserving entire
ecosystems. Ecosystem-level preservation ensures that diverse species within an ecosystem,
including lesser-known flora and fauna essential to ecological balance, are protected. However, the
lack of such holistic conservation priorities has led to faster degradation within these PAs.

e Pre-existing Degradation of Protected Areas: PAs are sometimes established in areas already
experiencing environmental stress. Designating such regions as protected, while essential, does
not automatically reverse the damage or halt ongoing degradation processes like soil erosion,
invasive species encroachment, and pollution.

e Industrial and Commercial Pressures: Oil, gas, and mining concessions within protected areas
represent significant pressures on biodiversity. Such industrial activities not only disturb habitats
but also introduce pollutants and noise that drive native species away, further compromising
biodiversity. This highlights the need for stringent regulatory frameworks to limit or prohibit
extractive activities within sensitive conservation zones.

e Impact of the Climate Crisis: Climate change-induced events like droughts and wildfires are
increasingly affecting protected ecosystems. These events result in the loss of habitats, species
mortality, and the alteration of ecosystems, which can lead to long-term declines in biodiversity.

e Insufficient Protection Standards and Enforcement: The current protective measures in many
regions are not robust enough to prevent biodiversity loss. In some cases, PAs lack stringent
regulations to address external pressures such as poaching, logging, and agricultural
encroachment.

e Lack of Sustainable Funding and Resources for Conservation Management: Conservation
often suffers from a lack of funding for the necessary resources, personnel, and technologies
required for effective PA management. Without sustained financial support, management practices
like habitat restoration, species monitoring, and anti-poaching efforts are often underfunded and
inadequately implemented.

Conclusion
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The global commitment to the 30x30 initiative, which aims to protect 30% of the world's lands and oceans
by 2030, is a step in the right direction. However, countries must prioritize effective, on-the-ground
conservation strategies that go beyond just increasing the number of protected areas. By focusing on
sustainable management and addressing systemic threats, the conservation community can work towards
reversing biodiversity decline and creating resilient ecosystems capable of withstanding future challenges.

The concentration of wealth among a few corporations is a growing concern in India’s
economic landscape. Evaluate the implications of this trend on economic equality and
regulatory transparency. (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight implications on economic equality and regulatory transparency.

Conclusion: Way forward

The concentration of wealth among a few large corporations in India’s economy has significant implications
for economic equality and regulatory transparency. The trend, marked by dominant players in sectors like
telecom, energy, and retail, has a far-reaching impact on wealth distribution, competition, and the
regulatory environment.

Implications for Economic Equality

o Widening Income and Wealth Inequality: The accumulation of wealth within a few corporations
limits opportunities for smaller enterprises, reducing overall economic mobility. With dominant
corporations controlling significant market share, smaller businesses and startups find it
increasingly challenging to compete.

e Regional Disparities: Wealth concentration can lead to regional imbalances, as large corporations
often invest primarily in urban centers and specific industrial zones where profits are maximized.
This neglects rural areas and regions that lack significant infrastructure, furthering the economic
divide within the country.

e Influence on Wages and Labor Markets: Large corporations with substantial market power may
exert control over wage structures and working conditions. In many cases, labor-intensive sectors
dominated by these corporations show trends of wage suppression to maintain profit margins,
contributing to lower income levels for working-class populations.

Implications for Regulatory Transparency

o Risk of Regulatory Capture: The concentration of wealth can lead to regulatory capture, where
powerful corporations exert undue influence over regulatory bodies to shape policies that favor
their interests. This can hinder the enforcement of competition laws and reduce transparency in
policymaking, allowing dominant firms to limit competition and reinforce their market position.

e Reduced Market Competition: As large corporations become increasingly influential, they can
leverage their scale to undercut smaller competitors, creating barriers to entry. This dampens
innovation, as smaller enterprises and startups find it difficult to thrive.

e Transparency in Corporate Governance: With large corporations holding significant sway, the
public and government require increased transparency regarding corporate governance. However,
concentrated corporate power often results in opaque governance practices, where critical
decisions are made with limited accountability.

Conclusion

The concentration of wealth in a few corporations presents notable risks to both economic equality and
regulatory transparency in India. Addressing this issue requires strengthening regulatory frameworks to
ensure fair competition, supporting small and medium enterprises, and fostering transparency in corporate
governance.
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Evaluate India’s strategic interests in Myanmar, considering the importance of projects
like the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Project. How can India balance diplomatic relations
with ethical considerations in its foreign policy? (250 words)

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What is the importance of Myanmar for India and what ways to balance relations with ethical

considerations?
Conclusion: Way forward

India's strategic interests in Myanmar are rooted in its geographical position, economic potential, and its
role in India's Act East Policy. Myanmar serves as a crucial gateway to Southeast Asia and offers a strategic
buffer against Chinese influence.

Strategic Importance of Myanmar for India

¢ Enhancing Connectivity with Southeast Asia: The Kaladan Multimodal Transit Project is crucial
in linking the northeastern Indian state of Mizoram to Myanmar's Sittwe port. This project
improves connectivity with Southeast Asia and reduces logistical costs, potentially transforming
the northeastern region into a trade hub.

e Countering China’s Influence: Myanmar is a key focus of China's Belt and Road Initiative,
particularly with projects like the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor. India’s projects offer an
alternative development path and help limit Chinese dominance in Myanmar.

e Stability in Northeastern India: Bordering four northeastern Indian states, Myanmar plays a
significant role in India’s security. India cooperates closely with Myanmar to manage cross-border
insurgency threats, as various insurgent groups have historically operated along the porous border.

e Access to Energy Resources: Myanmar is resource-rich, with abundant oil, gas, and other
minerals. India, seeking to diversify its energy sources, is interested in Myanmar’s energy sector,
where companies like ONGC Videsh Limited have invested in gas blocks.

Balancing Diplomatic Relations with Ethical Considerations

¢ Promoting Inclusive Development: While supporting strategic infrastructure projects, India can
prioritize investments that benefit Myanmar’s local communities, thereby promoting inclusive
development.

e Supporting Democratic Aspirations: India faces the delicate task of balancing relations with
Myanmar’s military government and supporting the country’s democratic aspirations.

e Offering Humanitarian Assistance: India can enhance its soft power in Myanmar through
humanitarian initiatives, such as medical support, disaster relief, and educational programs.

e Encouraging Regional Multilateral Diplomacy: India can work with ASEAN, Japan, and other
partners to promote Myanmar’s integration into regional frameworks that foster stability,
development, and governance reforms.

Conclusion

India’s strategic interests in Myanmar—ranging from connectivity to security and countering Chinese
influence—are essential to its regional vision. However, balancing these interests with ethical
considerations requires a nuanced approach that supports Myanmar’s development inclusively, encourages
democratic ideals indirectly, and leverages humanitarian and multilateral avenues.
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