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Evaluate the decline in public-private partnerships (PPPs) in urban infrastructure 

projects over the last decade. Suggest measures to enhance their viability and 

effectiveness.  
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight factors for the decline of PPPs and measures to enhance their effectiveness 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India’s urban population is projected to grow significantly in the coming decades, from 400 million to 800 

million by 2050, necessitating large-scale urban infrastructure investments. However, despite the critical 

need for financial resources, Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in urban infrastructure have seen a marked 

decline in the past decade. 

Factors Contributing to the Decline of PPPs in Urban Infrastructure Projects 

• Inadequate Municipal Finances: Municipal finances, which form a crucial part of urban 

infrastructure funding, have remained stagnant, contributing only 1% of India's GDP over the past 

few decades.  

• Revenue Collection Inefficiencies: Inefficiencies in tax collection, particularly property taxes, 

significantly impact municipal revenues. 

• Low Absorptive Capacity: Even when funding is available, Indian cities struggle to utilize it 

effectively. The Fifteenth Finance Commission report indicates that about 23% of municipal 

revenue remains unspent. This indicates a lack of capacity to absorb available funds and manage 

large-scale urban infrastructure projects. 

• Decline in PPP Investments: The viability of PPPs has been severely impacted by a lack of project-

specific revenues, making it difficult to ensure the financial sustainability of these projects. Without 

strong financial backing, proper risk-sharing mechanisms, and guaranteed revenue streams, PPP 

projects have become less attractive to private investors. 

Measures to Enhance the Viability and Effectiveness of PPPs 

• Strengthening Municipal Finances: A key reform to enhance PPPs would involve improving 

municipal financial health. This includes empowering municipal governments with greater 

financial autonomy and ensuring they can raise revenue independently. 

• Decoupling Project Preparation from Financial Assistance:  Project preparation should be 

decoupled from financial assistance, ensuring that projects are well-thought-out, and addressing 

long-term sustainability and resilience, especially in the context of climate change. 

• Leveraging Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): To enhance the efficiency of urban service 

delivery, particularly in public transport, leveraging Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) can be 

transformative. 

• Reforming Regulatory and Policy Framework: A stable and predictable regulatory environment 

is essential to attract private investment in PPPs. Reforms should focus on simplifying the 

regulatory approval process, ensuring transparency, and reducing project delays. 

Conclusion 

By addressing these financial and structural challenges, India can revitalize its PPP framework and 

effectively meet the urban infrastructure needs of its growing cities, ensuring sustainable and inclusive 

urban development for the future. 
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Discuss the potential threats posed by satellite pollutants, such as aluminum oxide, to the 

ozone layer. Evaluate the role of international agreements like the Montreal Protocol in 

addressing such emerging challenges. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Identify threats posed by satellite pollutants and the role of the Montreal Protocol in dealing with 

such challenges. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

With more than 10,000 active satellites currently in orbit, and projections suggesting a rise to over 100,000 

by the 2030s and potentially half a million in the future, satellite pollution is becoming a growing concern 

for atmospheric scientists. The pollutants released during the burn-up of satellites at the end of their life 

cycle and from rocket launches present potential threats to the Earth's atmosphere, particularly the ozone 

layer. 

Satellite Pollution and Its Impact on the Ozone Layer 

• Satellite Burn-Up and Pollutant Emissions: Satellites, at the end of their operational life, reenter 

the Earth's atmosphere and burn up. However, during this process, pollutants such as aluminum 

oxide, black carbon, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, and chlorine gases are released into the 

stratosphere. 

• Threats to the Ozone Layer: The ozone layer, which protects Earth from harmful ultraviolet 

radiation, is highly vulnerable to pollutants. Aluminum oxide, a prominent pollutant from satellite 

reentries, is a known catalyst for ozone depletion. It can break down ozone molecules, diminishing 

the layer's ability to absorb UV rays, which are harmful to both humans and ecosystems. 

• The Ripple Effect of Satellite Pollution: While the immediate consequences of satellite pollution 

may seem distant, even small changes in the atmosphere can have far-reaching effects. 

Atmospheric chemistry, which has evolved over billions of years to create a stable environment for 

life, is highly sensitive to pollutants. Minor disruptions, like the introduction of aluminum oxide 

and other metals, can lead to unpredictable and potentially catastrophic changes in atmospheric 

conditions. 

Role of the Montreal Protocol in Addressing Satellite Pollution 

• Success of the Montreal Protocol: The Montreal Protocol, signed in 1987, was a groundbreaking 

international agreement aimed at phasing out the production and use of substances that deplete 

the ozone layer, such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

• Limitations of the Montreal Protocol: While the Montreal Protocol has been highly effective in 

addressing the issue of ozone depletion caused by industrial chemicals, it does not specifically 

cover pollutants from satellite reentries and rocket launches. The release of aluminum oxide and 

other metals from satellites is not currently regulated under this agreement, leaving a significant 

gap in the protection of the ozone layer. 

• Potential for Expansion of the Montreal Protocol: There is a clear need for the international 

community to expand the scope of the Montreal Protocol or develop a new framework to include 

pollutants from space activities. 

• Technological Innovations: The development of cleaner propulsion systems, the use of materials 

that minimize environmental harm, and the adoption of sustainable satellite disposal practices 

(such as controlled reentry or space debris removal) can help reduce the amount of pollutants 

released into the atmosphere. 

Conclusion 

Through global collaboration, technological advancements, and expanded international agreements, the 

potential threats from satellite pollutants can be mitigated, ensuring the long-term protection of the ozone 

layer and the Earth’s atmosphere. 
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Discuss the challenges faced by developing countries in securing adequate climate 

financing under the UNFCCC framework. What role can initiatives like the International 

Solar Alliance play in addressing these challenges? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight challenges faced in securing climate financing and the role of ISA in these challenges 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Climate financing is a critical aspect of addressing climate change, especially for developing countries that 

face disproportionate vulnerability while lacking adequate resources.  

Challenges Faced by Developing Countries in Securing Climate Financing 

• Inadequate Fund Mobilization: Despite the commitment of developed countries under the Paris 

Agreement to mobilize $100 billion annually by 2020, this target remains unmet. The lack of 

sufficient funds hampers climate adaptation and mitigation efforts in vulnerable countries. 

• Complex Access Mechanisms: Climate funds like the Green Climate Fund (GCF) have stringent 

application processes and require technical expertise, which many developing countries lack. This 

delays project approvals and disbursement of funds. 

• High Dependence on Loans: Much of the climate financing is offered in the form of loans rather 

than grants, increasing the debt burden on developing nations already struggling with fiscal 

deficits. 

• Limited Private Sector Participation: Developing countries often fail to attract private sector 

investments due to perceived risks, such as political instability, lack of regulatory frameworks, and 

weak financial institutions. 

Role of Initiatives like the International Solar Alliance 

• Alternative Financing Models: ISA mobilizes concessional financing for solar projects, creating 

an alternative funding stream independent of UNFCCC mechanisms. This reduces reliance on 

unpredictable international climate funds. 

• Enhancing Regional Collaboration: ISA fosters partnerships between developing nations, 

sharing technology, expertise, and resources to scale solar energy deployment. Such cooperation 

can reduce costs and dependence on developed countries. 

• Strengthening Negotiation Power: The success of ISA can serve as a model to unite the Global 

South at multilateral fora, increasing their bargaining power to demand equitable climate 

financing. 

• Scaling Renewable Energy: ISA contributes to the energy transition in developing nations, 

reducing their carbon footprint and increasing resilience to climate impacts. This complements 

adaptation needs often neglected by international finance. 

• Building Resilience and Equity: ISA prioritizes vulnerable nations such as Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), promoting equitable access to 

renewable energy technologies. 

Conclusion 

The inadequacies of CoP 29 in securing sufficient climate finance underscore the need for alternative 

approaches. Moving forward, the Global South must leverage platforms like ISA to enhance regional 

collaboration and use multilateral fora to press developed nations for greater financial commitments and 

innovative mechanisms to address the climate crisis. 
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Evaluate the potential impact of the “One Nation One Subscription” scheme on India’s 

research and development ecosystem. How does it align with the objectives of NEP 2020 

and Viksit Bharat@2047? (250 words) 
Introduction: Define ONOS 

Body: Highlight the impact of ONOS on India’s R&D Ecosystem and how it aligns with NEP. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The “One Nation One Subscription” (ONOS) scheme, approved by the Union Cabinet, is a transformative 

initiative aimed at providing universal access to international scholarly research articles and journals to all 

Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and Research & Development (R&D) Institutions managed by the 

government. It aligns with the broader vision of fostering a robust research culture in India and realizing 

the goals of Atmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit Bharat@2047. 

Potential Impact on India’s R&D Ecosystem 

• Bridging Regional Disparities: ONOS ensures access to international scholarly resources for over 

1.8 crore students, faculty, and researchers across 6,300 government institutions, including those 

in tier-2 and tier-3 cities. 

• Democratization of Knowledge: By eliminating cost barriers, the scheme enables researchers 

from underfunded and rural institutions to access high-quality global research, fostering inclusive 

growth in the R&D landscape. 

• Improved Research Output: Free access to high-impact journals is expected to improve the 

quantity and quality of publications by Indian researchers, enhancing India’s global scientific 

standing. 

• Support for ANRF: ONOS complements the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) by 

expanding access to research resources, thereby promoting a culture of innovation and R&D in 

government-funded institutions. 

Alignment with NEP 2020 and Viksit Bharat@2047 

• NEP 2020 

o Equitable Access: ONOS aligns with the NEP's focus on equitable access to quality 

education and resources, fostering a research-driven academic environment. 

o Interdisciplinary Learning: By promoting access to resources across disciplines, it 

supports NEP’s call for multidisciplinary education and research. 

o National Research Foundation: ONOS complements the NEP’s objective of creating a 

strong research foundation through ANRF, enabling global competitiveness. 

• Viksit Bharat@2047 

o Building Knowledge Capital: The scheme strengthens India’s intellectual capabilities, 

essential for achieving economic self-reliance and global leadership in R&D. 

o Innovation-Driven Growth: Enhanced access to research resources accelerates 

innovation, supporting the vision of a technologically advanced India by 2047. 

o Inclusive Development: ONOS fosters social and regional equity by ensuring no 

researcher is left behind, irrespective of their geographic or institutional background. 

Conclusion 

The One Nation One Subscription scheme is a landmark initiative with the potential to revolutionize India’s 

R&D ecosystem. 
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Examine the ideological foundations of the Indian Constitution in ensuring an egalitarian 

society. How has neoliberalism affected the realization of these constitutional principles? 

(250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the ideological foundations of the Constitution and how has neoliberalism affected it. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Indian Constitution is rooted in a vision of creating an egalitarian society through its ideological 

framework based on liberalism and social justice. 

Ideological Foundations of the Indian Constitution 

• Liberal Framework with State Intervention: The Constitution adopts liberal values, 

emphasizing individual freedom and equal opportunities. However, the framers recognized that 

social and economic inequalities prevalent during independence required the state to actively 

intervene to level the playing field. 

• Egalitarian Society through Justice and Equity: 

o Fundamental Rights (Part III): Guarantee civil liberties, prohibit discrimination (Article 

15), and ensure equality before the law (Article 14). 

o Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV): 

▪ Article 38(2): Seeks to minimize income and status inequalities. 

▪ Article 39(b) & (c): Advocates equitable resource distribution and prevents 

wealth concentration. 

o Preamble: Envisions justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, underscoring the ideals of 

political, social, and economic justice. 

• Judicial Interpretations: In D.S. Nakara & Others vs Union of India (1982), the Supreme Court 

highlighted socialism as a framework for ensuring social security. In Samatha vs the State of 

Andhra Pradesh (1997), the Court underscored the importance of reducing income inequalities 

to establish an egalitarian social order. 

Impact of Neoliberalism on Constitutional Principles 

• Rising Economic Inequality: Reports like Lucas Chancel and Thomas Piketty’s “Indian Income 

Inequality” (2019) and Oxfam’s 2023 data reveal the widening gap between the wealthy and the 

poor, with extreme wealth concentration violating Articles 38 and 39. 

• Erosion of the Welfare State: Neoliberalism prioritized private capital investment over state-led 

welfare initiatives, leading to reduced government spending on health, education, and social 

security. 

• Social Inequality Overlapping with Economic Inequality: Constitutional ideals of equal 

opportunity (Article 16) and inclusive growth are undermined as wealth becomes increasingly 

concentrated in specific social groups. 

• Extreme Wage Disparities: The State of Inequality in India Report (2022) highlights stark income 

disparities, with the top 10% earning over ₹25,000 a month while 90% earn less. The gap between 

corporate executives and minimum wage earners has widened drastically. 

Conclusion 

As Constitution Day marks 75 years, it serves as a reminder to uphold the vision of justice and equality 

enshrined in the Constitution. 
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Discuss the evolution of the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. How have the terms 

‘socialist’ and ‘secular’ shaped India’s democratic framework? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the evolution of the Preamble and the impact of “socialist” and “secular” frameworks. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution reflects the philosophy and objectives behind its drafting. 

Evolution of the Preamble of the Indian Constitution 

• Drafting and Adoption of the Original Preamble: The original Preamble, adopted on November 

26, 1949, declared India as a Sovereign, Democratic, Republic. The Constituent Assembly 

consciously excluded the words ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’, arguing that the economic ideology and 

relationship between religion and state should evolve with time and the will of the people. 

• Judicial Interpretations: Berubari Case (1960): The Supreme Court initially held that the 

Preamble was not part of the Constitution. Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973): The court reversed 

its stance, declaring the Preamble a part of the Constitution and emphasizing its role in reflecting 

the vision and values of the document. 

• Amendment through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976): During the Emergency 

(1975–77), the words ‘Socialist,’ ‘Secular,’ and ‘Integrity’ were added to the Preamble. This 

amendment explicitly aligned the Preamble with the evolving socio-political ethos of India, 

reinforcing the welfare state model and religious neutrality. 

• Contemporary Challenges to the Amendment: Opponents argued that the terms were 

ideologically imposed during the Emergency, and any modification to the Preamble should not alter 

its original spirit. The Supreme Court dismissed these challenges, reaffirming the amendability of 

the Preamble under the Constitution's living document doctrine. 

Impact of ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’ on India’s Democratic Framework 

• Socialist Framework: Emphasizes economic justice, equality of opportunity, and a welfare state 

while allowing private enterprise. Post-independence democratic socialism guided central 

planning and state-led industrialization. After 1991, India transitioned to a market-oriented 

economy, retaining welfare-oriented programs like MGNREGA, subsidized food grains, and direct 

benefit transfers. Framework balances growth with equity, addressing poverty and inequality 

while fostering economic development. 

• Secular Framework: Promotes religious neutrality and the state’s role in reforming practices for 

societal welfare, contrasting with Western secularism’s strict separation of religion and state. 

Constitutional provisions (Articles 25–28) ensure freedom of religion and equality. The state 

actively reforms practices like untouchability and manages secular aspects of religious institutions. 

The framework upholds India’s ‘unity in diversity’ by preventing communal dominance and 

ensuring harmony in a multi-religious society. 

Conclusion 

The inclusion of ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’ in the Preamble reinforces India's commitment to economic equity 

and religious neutrality. While challenges such as growing inequality and communal tensions persist, these 

principles serve as guiding ideals for governance. By addressing contemporary challenges through welfare 

measures and fostering harmony, India continues to evolve as a vibrant and inclusive democracy. 
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Critically analyze the implications of China’s expanding defense capabilities on India’s 

security framework. How can India leverage international partnerships to address these 

challenges? (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Implications of China expanding defense capabilities on security framework for India 

Conclusion: Way forward 

China’s rapid and expansive military modernization, combined with its growing assertiveness in regional 

territorial disputes, poses a serious challenge to India’s security framework. 

Implications for India’s security  

• Strategic Vulnerabilities in the Region: China’s military weight, particularly in terms of naval 

and missile capabilities, gives it an edge in the Indo-Pacific and along its disputed borders with 

India.  

• Regional Balance of Power: China's assertiveness on territorial disputes with its neighbors, 

including India, further complicates regional dynamics. The ongoing territorial tensions in areas 

such as the South China Sea and the Eastern Himalayas serve as points of friction between China 

and many countries in the region, including India.  

• Shifting US Presence and Global Defense Shifts: The US military’s involvement in Asia has 

traditionally been a stabilizing factor, but its ability to counter China’s growing dominance is 

increasingly under strain.  

• Defense Production and Industrial Modernization: India’s defense industrial base, while 

progressing, has yet to meet the scale required to close the gap with China. China’s defense 

production capacity, supported by its vast industrial base, outpaces that of India, requiring India to 

modernize its defense production and boost indigenous capabilities. 

Leveraging International Partnerships to Address These Challenges 

• Enhanced Defense Cooperation with Regional Partners: India has begun to foster closer 

defense ties with Australia, Japan, & United States. These partnerships help India to not only 

modernize its defense capabilities but also gain access to advanced technologies & military assets 

that it might not be able to produce domestically in the short term. 

• Strategic Alliances with the US and Western Partners: India’s defense cooperation with the 

United States, France, and other Western powers provides a strategic buffer against China’s 

military power. The defense industrial roadmaps signed with the US and France are crucial for 

enhancing India's indigenous defense production capabilities. 

• Strengthening Multilateral Security Frameworks: India should continue to engage in 

multilateral security forums such as the Quad (with the US, Japan, and Australia), which provides 

a platform for collective action against common threats, including China’s growing influence. 

• Increased Military Diplomacy: India's growing military diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific and 

beyond, through joint exercises, defense dialogues, and military exchanges, will be pivotal in 

fostering regional security. 

Conclusion 

India’s ability to manage the implications of China’s expanding defense capabilities hinges on its capacity 

to adapt its defense policies, modernize its defense sector, and build strong international partnerships. 
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The Election Commission of India is a cornerstone of Indian democracy, yet it faces 

significant challenges. Discuss the structural and operational reforms needed to ensure 

its impartiality and efficacy. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What are the challenges and reforms required to ensure ECI impartiality and efficacy? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) established under Article 324 has been instrumental in ensuring 

free and fair elections, a cornerstone of India’s democracy.  

Challenges Faced by the ECI 

• Structural Issues: The Act governing the procedure and service conditions of Election 

Commissioners (2023) lacks sufficient safeguards. The partial protection for the Chief Election 

Commissioner (CEC) and the absence of similar protection for other Election Commissioners leave 

them vulnerable to executive influence. A partisan collegium for the appointment of Election 

Commissioners raises doubts about neutrality. 

• Operational Concerns: The unchecked use of black money and criminalization of politics 

undermines democratic integrity. In the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, 46% of members had criminal 

cases, and 93% were crorepatis. Political defections persist, with the Anti-Defection Law proving 

ineffective against horse-trading. Gender imbalance in political representation remains significant, 

despite improvements in voter turnout and electoral rolls. 

Proposed Reforms 

• Structural Reforms 

o Appointment Process: Introduce a non-partisan and transparent mechanism for 

appointing Election Commissioners, ensuring their independence from executive 

influence. 

o Tenure Protection: Provide all Election Commissioners with protection from arbitrary 

removal, similar to the Chief Election Commissioner. 

o Enhanced Autonomy: Strengthen ECI's financial independence by delinking its budget 

from the Ministry of Law and Justice. 

• Operational Reforms 

o State Funding of Political Parties: Establish a National Election Fund for tax-free 

donations, audited independently, and allocated based on electoral performance to curb 

reliance on private funding. 

o Expenditure Regulation: Impose a ceiling on political parties’ election expenditures, 

similar to candidate limits. 

o Strengthening Gender Representation: Ensure effective implementation of the 33% 

reservation for women in Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas by 2029. 

• Legislative Measures 

o Amend Anti-Defection Law: Tighten provisions to address the evolving nature of 

political defections and horse-trading. 

o Criminalization of Politics: Bar candidates with serious criminal charges from 

contesting elections until acquitted. 

Conclusion 

The Election Commission of India has demonstrated remarkable resilience in upholding democratic values. 

Only through comprehensive reforms can India ensure that its elections remain a true reflection of the will 

of its people. 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Fourth Week] November 2024 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services. 
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 

 

 

Discuss the potential benefits and challenges of implementing the National Register of 

Indian Citizens (NRIC) in the context of governance, national security, and welfare 

delivery. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What are the benefits and challenges of implementing NRIC in India? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC), grounded in the Citizenship Act, of 1955, represents a 

significant initiative aimed at creating a definitive database of Indian citizens. 

Benefits of Implementing the NRIC 

• Governance 

o Streamlined Identity Verification: The NRIC, by maintaining a verified database, 

reduces identity fraud and duplication, which currently plague governance systems. 

o Efficient Public Service Delivery: Targeted welfare programs can ensure that benefits 

reach only legitimate citizens, improving efficiency and reducing leakages. 

• National Security 

o Robust Database of Citizens and Non-Citizens: A verified registry distinguishes citizens 

from non-citizens, addressing illegal immigration concerns, especially in border states. 

o Prevention of Security Threats: Accurate records help law enforcement and intelligence 

agencies monitor potential risks more effectively, enhancing counter-terrorism measures. 

• Welfare Delivery 

o Equitable Distribution of Resources: Ensuring only citizens access subsidies and 

welfare programs optimizes the use of public funds. 

o Complementary Role of Aadhaar: While Aadhaar provides identity verification for 

residents, the NRIC focuses on verifying citizenship, and creating a comprehensive system 

for welfare delivery. 

Challenges of Implementing the NRIC 

• Logistical and Administrative Complexities 

o Scale of the Exercise: Creating a nationwide citizen database is an enormous task, 

requiring coordination across diverse socio-economic and geographic landscapes. 

o Documentation Gaps: Vulnerable populations, such as rural residents, migrant workers, 

and tribal communities, often lack the required documents, risking wrongful exclusion. 

• Privacy and Data Security Concerns 

o Potential Misuse of Data: With the collection of sensitive demographic data, concerns 

about surveillance and unauthorized use are significant. 

o Need for Robust Data Protection: While Aadhaar-related guidelines by the Supreme 

Court set some precedents, the absence of a comprehensive data protection law makes the 

NRIC database vulnerable. 

• Social and Humanitarian Implications 

o Exclusion Fears: Assam’s NRC exercise demonstrated the risks of stringent 

documentation requirements, with many residents unable to meet criteria despite long-

standing ties to the region. 

o Risk of Marginalization: Communities already on the margins, such as the economically 

weak and less educated, may face further alienation. 

• Financial and Political Costs 

o High Financial Outlay: Implementing the NRIC will demand significant financial 

resources, which could strain the government’s fiscal capacity. 

o Resistance from States: Federal tensions may arise, particularly in states that view the 

initiative as politically or administratively untenable. 
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Conclusion 

The NRIC has the potential to significantly enhance governance, national security, and welfare delivery by 

creating an accurate and comprehensive citizen database. 

 

How do India’s civilizational values, such as tolerance and pluralism, reflect in the 

constitutional principles of secularism and social justice? Illustrate with examples. (250 

words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: How do civilizational values reflect constitutional principles? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India’s civilizational values, rooted in tolerance, pluralism, and inclusivity, have evolved over millennia 

through its diverse cultural and religious practices. These values find explicit expression in the Constitution, 

particularly in its principles of secularism and social justice. 

Civilizational Roots of Tolerance and Pluralism 

• Tolerance and Secularism in Ancient Traditions: India’s tradition of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 

(the world is one family) emphasizes coexistence and acceptance of diversity. Ashoka’s Dhamma 

provided an early model of secularism, promoting ethical governance and respect for all faiths 

without imposing state-sponsored religion. 

• Inclusivity in Ancient Assemblies: Historical references to assemblies where scholars debated 

critical issues highlight India’s democratic ethos. Leaders like Purushottam Das Tandon cited these 

traditions during Constituent Assembly debates, linking them to modern secular governance. 

• Equal Respect for All Religions: Articles 25-28 ensure freedom of religion, affirming secularism 

as equal respect for all beliefs rather than a rejection of religion. This aligns with the civilizational 

values of respecting diverse faiths. The Hindu Mahasabha’s 1944 Constitution for a Hindustan Free 

State declared that there shall be no state religion, emphasizing the civilizational principle of 

secularism. 

• Vibrant Pluralism in Public Life: Articles 29 and 30 safeguard the cultural and educational rights 

of minorities, reflecting the pluralistic ethos of Indian civilization. This protection ensures that 

diversity is celebrated, not suppressed. 

Reflection in Social Justice 

• Equity and Inclusion: Social justice principles in the Constitution address historical inequities, 

echoing India’s tradition of dharma (righteousness). Reservation policies (Articles 15 and 16) seek 

to uplift marginalized groups, recognizing the need to correct the systemic exclusion of Dalits, 

Adivasis, and women. 

• Adivasi Perspectives: Constituent Assembly member Jaspal Singh highlighted the democratic 

traditions of Adivasis, affirming that the Constitution builds upon their historical practices of 

inclusion and collective decision-making. Protective measures for Scheduled Tribes under Articles 

244 and 275 reflect India’s commitment to social justice rooted in its civilizational values. 

 

Conclusion 

India’s civilizational values of tolerance and pluralism are seamlessly woven into the constitutional 

principles of secularism and social justice. By protecting diversity and promoting equity, the Constitution 

both honors the nation’s historical ethos and addresses the shortcomings of its past. As Jawaharlal Nehru 

remarked, the Constitution represents a “transition from the old to the new,” blending the wisdom of India’s 

civilizational journey with the aspirations of a modern, inclusive nation. 
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India has made significant progress in combating HIV/AIDS through partnerships and 

community-driven approaches. Discuss how these models can serve as templates for 

addressing other public health challenges. (250 Words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: How do HIV combating models serve as templates for addressing public health challenges? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's remarkable success in combating HIV/AIDS reflects a strong partnership approach between the 

government and communities, supported by human rights-driven frameworks and targeted interventions. 

Key Elements of India's HIV/AIDS Response 

• Community-Centric Approach: Community-led organizations deliver 80% of prevention services 

and provide crucial testing and treatment outreach to vulnerable populations. The Test and Treat 

Programme under NACO  ensures that those diagnosed receive free treatment promptly. 

• Human Rights as the Core: Addressing stigma and discrimination, particularly towards 

marginalized groups such as LGBTQ individuals, sex workers, and people who inject drugs, has 

reduced barriers to healthcare access. Progressive policies align with UNAIDS’ "Take the Rights 

Path," advocating for decriminalization and societal inclusion. 

• Focused Prevention and Education: Massive awareness campaigns and comprehensive sexuality 

education reduce vulnerabilities, especially for women and young people. Gender-based violence 

and denial of education are tackled to curb the risks of HIV. 

• Data-Driven Targeting: Programs cater to at-risk groups using epidemiological data to guide 

prevention and treatment strategies. 

Lessons for Other Public Health Challenges 

• Tackling Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs): Use of community leadership for promoting 

healthier lifestyles, similar to HIV education campaigns. Targeted interventions focus on vulnerable 

populations, such as low-income groups prone to diabetes or cardiovascular diseases. 

• Pandemic Preparedness: Community engagement for vaccine outreach and combating 

misinformation. Rights-based approaches ensure equitable access to healthcare, mirroring HIV 

treatment distribution systems. 

• Maternal and Child Health: Community-led services can increase immunization coverage and 

combat malnutrition. Addressing socio-cultural barriers to healthcare for women and children. 

• Tuberculosis (TB): Focused community interventions, including treatment adherence support, 

mirroring the ART program for HIV. Rights-based approaches to ensure equitable access to 

diagnostic and treatment facilities. 

Conclusion 

By accelerating HIV prevention and expanding this model to other health challenges, India can not only 

achieve its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) but also inspire global health systems to adopt inclusive, 

community-centered, and human rights-focused strategies. 
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Air pollution in Delhi has reached crisis levels, with profound implications for public 

health and sustainable development. Discuss the primary contributors to Delhi’s air 

pollution and suggest long-term solutions to address this challenge. (250 Words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: What are the primary contributors to Delhi’s air pollution and suggest long-term solutions to 

address these challenges? 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Delhi's air pollution crisis exemplifies a severe environmental and public health challenge, exacerbating 

premature mortality, long-term illnesses, and economic losses. The issue transcends national boundaries, 

affecting nearly half a billion people across South Asia. 

Primary Contributors to Delhi's Air Pollution 

• Vehicular Emissions: Delhi’s dense vehicular population, reliance on diesel-powered vehicles, 

and traffic congestion contribute significantly to particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) and 

nitrogen oxides. 

• Crop Residue Burning: Stubble burning in neighboring states, particularly Punjab and Haryana, 

adds to Delhi's winter smog, carrying fine particulates over long distances. 

• Industrial Emissions: Industries around Delhi emit sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and volatile 

organic compounds, often bypassing emission controls. 

• Construction Dust: Large-scale urbanization without proper dust management has intensified 

particulate pollution. 

• Winter Meteorology: The temperature inversion during winter traps pollutants closer to the 

ground, aggravating air quality issues. 

• Waste Burning: Burning of solid waste, including plastic and biomass, releases toxic pollutants 

into the air. 

• Dirty Fuels and Household Energy: The use of coal and firewood for cooking and heating in urban 

slums and rural areas contributes to toxic emissions. 

Long-Term Solutions 

• Sectoral Interventions 

o Transportation: Transition to electric vehicles (EVs), expand public transportation, and 

enforce vehicle scrappage policies. 

o Agriculture: Provide farmers with bio-decomposers and incentivize crop diversification 

to reduce stubble burning. 

o Energy: Promote renewable energy sources and universal adoption of LPG/PNG for 

cooking. 

• Policy and Regulation: Enforce stringent emission norms for industries and power plants. 

Mandate the use of anti-smog devices in construction projects and deploy dust suppression 

technologies. 

• Regional Collaboration: Establish cross-border agreements for coordinated action on 

transboundary air pollution. Share best practices and technology among South Asian nations to 

combat air pollution collectively. 

• Public Participation and Awareness: Launch campaigns on the health hazards of air pollution 

and the importance of individual actions like carpooling and reducing waste burning. Encourage 

citizen reporting of pollution violations. 

• Strengthen Governance Mechanisms: Expand and enforce the Graded Response Action Plan 

(GRAP) across North India. Increase accountability of regulatory bodies to ensure long-term 

compliance. 

Conclusion 
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Delhi’s air pollution crisis is a reminder of the urgency to address this man-made disaster with robust 

policies, regional cooperation, and community participation. Tackling air pollution not only mitigates its 

dire health and environmental consequences but also offers a unique opportunity for India and its 

neighbors to collaborate on a shared challenge, fostering regional solidarity and sustainable development. 

The time for action is now, for the air we breathe knows no borders, and our collective well-being depends 

on immediate, united efforts. 

 

 


