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The concept of reversing population control to maintain political representation is 

gaining attention in India. Discuss the feasibility and potential social and economic 

impacts of incentivizing higher fertility rates in the current demographic context. 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the feasibility & social and economic impacts of incentivizing higher fertility rates. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The proposal to reverse population control in India, as voiced by leaders from southern states, reflects 

concerns about potential reductions in political representation following the delimitation exercise. This 

stems from the southern states' success in achieving fertility decline compared to the northern states, which 

retain higher population growth. 

Feasibility of Reversing Fertility Trends 

• Global Experiences and Challenges: Countries like Japan, South Korea, and China have attempted 

to reverse declining fertility through pro-natalist policies, with limited success. China's experience 

with its one-child policy and subsequent low fertility levels highlights the difficulty of reversing 

long-term demographic trends, even with aggressive interventions. 

• Natural Course of Fertility Transition: Fertility decline often follows socio-economic 

development and improved education. Efforts to reverse this through incentives or laws may not 

counteract entrenched preferences for smaller families. 

• Cultural and Economic Constraints: The cost of raising children, urbanization, and women's 

workforce participation create structural barriers to increasing fertility rates. Women bear 

disproportionate costs in reproduction, and without robust social support systems, incentivizing 

higher fertility could exacerbate gender inequalities. 

Potential Social and Economic Impacts 

• Impact on Women: Encouraging higher fertility could burden women disproportionately, 

affecting their health, career opportunities, and autonomy. Without state support for childcare, 

education, and healthcare, such policies could be counterproductive. 

• Political Representation: Population-based delimitation risks penalizing regions that have 

successfully implemented family planning. This could create resentment and erode trust in the 

federal system. 

• Demographic Imbalance: Efforts to artificially reverse fertility trends might lead to unintended 

consequences, such as an uneven population structure and dependency burdens, as seen in China. 

• Migration as a Solution: Encouraging interstate migration could address demographic disparities 

in the short term. This would involve creating policies that incentivize labor mobility and social 

integration. 

Conclusion 

Resolving the issue of representation requires a re-evaluation of the population-based delimitation 

framework, recognition of developmental progress, and the promotion of interstate migration to address 

demographic imbalances. A well-rounded approach to prioritizing equity and sustainability is essential for 

addressing these concerns effectively. 

The rising trend of disruptions and declining standards in parliamentary proceedings 

undermines the sanctity of India’s democracy. Discuss the causes and suggest measures 

to restore decorum and functionality in Parliament. (250 Words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the causes & suggest measures to restore decorum & functionality in Parliament. 

Conclusion: Way forward 
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India’s Parliament, once a temple of democracy, is witnessing a significant erosion of decorum and 

functionality. Disruptions, acrimony, and declining quality of debates have made recent sessions 

unproductive and undermined public trust in the institution. 

Causes Behind the Declining Standards 

• Competitive Disruptions: Both the Opposition and the ruling party contribute to disruptions. The 

Treasury benches often prioritize passing legislation with minimal debate, while the Opposition 

resorts to protests and walkouts, viewing them as legitimate democratic tools. 

• Erosion of Civility and Trust: The government and the Opposition perceive each other as enemies 

rather than adversaries. The lack of mutual respect and trust has escalated tensions, preventing 

meaningful dialogue. 

• Diminished Role of Parliamentarians: The focus on electability over legislative skills has led to 

representatives prioritizing local political gains and media visibility over parliamentary 

performance. 

• Inconsistent Enforcement of Rules: Successive Speakers have hesitated to take strict action 

against unruly behavior, fearing backlash from all parties. Adjournments are preferred over 

suspensions or expulsions. 

• Public Indifference: The public no longer evaluates MPs based on parliamentary performance, 

reducing accountability. MPs are judged by their ability to deliver constituent services rather than 

their contributions to the House. 

Measures to Restore Decorum and Functionality 

• Strict Enforcement of Rules: Strengthen the Speaker’s authority to penalize disruptive behavior. 

Implement fines, suspensions, or loss of privileges for MPs engaging in unruly conduct. 

• Enhancing Bipartisanship: Foster constructive dialogue between the ruling party and Opposition 

through regular all-party meetings and consultations on key issues. 

• Strengthening Parliamentary Committees: Increase reliance on committees for detailed 

scrutiny of bills, encouraging non-partisan discussions and expert input. 

• Reform of Legislative Processes: Mandate pre-legislative consultations and allocate specific time 

slots for discussing Opposition motions and public interest issues. 

• Training and Awareness Programs: Conduct regular workshops for MPs on parliamentary 

ethics, procedures, and the importance of debate over disruption. 

• Increasing Public Engagement: Promote transparency through live broadcasting and public 

reporting of MPs’ attendance, participation, and legislative contributions. 

Conclusion 

A vibrant and functional Parliament is not just a hallmark of democracy but also a necessity for addressing 

the aspirations and challenges of the nation effectively. 

Discuss the significance of stress management strategies within the Central Armed Police 

Forces (CAPFs). Evaluate the measures implemented by the CISF to reduce suicide rates 

among its personnel. (250 Words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Significance of stress management strategies & measures to reduce suicide rates. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Stress management is crucial for the well-being of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) personnel due to 

the demanding and often dangerous nature of their work. Prolonged exposure to stressful situations can 

lead to physical and mental health issues, impacting their performance and personal lives. 

Significance 
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• Suicide rates among CISF personnel dropped below the national average, signaling the 

effectiveness of proactive measures. The CISF has effectively tackled suicide-related challenges, 

achieving a 40% decline in suicide rates and bringing it below the national average for the first time 

in five years. According to NCRB data, the national suicide rate was 12.4 per lakh in 2022, whereas 

CISF brought its rate down to 9.87 per lakh by 2024. 

• Increased use of mental health services demonstrates reduced stigma and enhanced awareness. 

• Personalized interactions and grievance redressal strengthened organizational cohesion and 

morale. 

Key Measures and Their Impact 

• Proactive Leadership Engagement: Commanding officers conduct personalized engagements by 

visiting duty posts and fostering direct communication with personnel. Daily briefing-debriefing 

sessions are held to promptly identify signs of distress and take timely action. This has enhanced 

trust between personnel and leadership, allowing early identification of mental health issues. 

• Mental Health Support: A 24x7 helpline offers immediate assistance to personnel in distress. 

Collaboration with AIIMS New Delhi led to a comprehensive mental health study, with actionable 

recommendations implemented at the unit level. This has reduced the stigma around seeking help 

and improved access to professional mental health care. 

• Grievance Redressal: An online grievance portal allows personnel to raise issues, with monitoring 

at all levels, including the Director General. Grievances are resolved promptly, addressing 

organizational and personal concerns & boosting morale by ensuring personnel feel heard and 

supported. 

• Holistic Stress Management Programs: Programs promoting physical and mental well-being, 

such as yoga and meditation, complement counseling services. Living conditions have been 

improved with better infrastructure and recreational facilities. 

Conclusion 

The CISF's proactive approach, which includes leadership engagement, counseling services, grievance 

redressal, and collaborations with expert institutions, has significantly reduced suicide rates. By continuing 

to prioritize mental health and stress management, CAPFs can ensure operational readiness while 

safeguarding the well-being of their personnel. 

Discuss the phenomenon of reverse migration to agriculture in recent years. What does 

this reveal about the challenges in sustaining structural economic changes in India? (250 

Words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the concept of reverse migration to agriculture & challenges to structural economic 

changes in India. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Reverse migration to agriculture refers to the movement of workers, particularly from urban and industrial 

sectors, back to rural areas and agricultural livelihoods. This phenomenon has gained prominence in India, 

especially post-COVID-19, due to multiple factors. 

Causes of Reverse Migration 

• Job Losses in Urban Areas: The COVID-19 pandemic led to widespread job losses and economic 

disruptions in urban areas, forcing many migrant workers to return to their villages.    

• Lockdowns and Travel Restrictions: Strict lockdowns and travel restrictions imposed during the 

pandemic made it difficult for migrant workers to remain in urban areas and access necessities.    
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• Lack of Social Safety Nets: The absence of adequate social safety nets for migrant workers in 

urban areas left them vulnerable during the crisis, pushing them to return to their villages where 

they could rely on family support.    

• Disillusionment with Urban Life: Many migrant workers, despite facing hardships in rural areas, 

may have become disillusioned with the realities of urban life, including issues like poverty, 

exploitation, and social discrimination. 

• Climate-Induced Migration: Some migrants return to agriculture due to climate shocks that 

disrupt urban livelihoods, though this is often short-term and context-specific. 

Challenges in Sustaining Structural Economic Changes in India 

• Fragility of Urban Employment: The incident highlights the fragility of urban employment, 

particularly for low-skilled and informal workers. The lack of job security and social protection for 

these workers makes them vulnerable to economic shocks.    

• Limited Opportunities in Rural Areas: While agriculture can provide a fallback option for some, 

the sector itself faces challenges such as low productivity, indebtedness, and lack of access to 

markets and technology. This limits the potential for sustainable livelihoods in rural areas.    

• Inadequate Social Safety Nets: The absence of comprehensive social safety nets for both rural 

and urban populations exacerbates the challenges of economic shocks and hinders the ability of 

individuals to cope with crises. 

• Need for Diversification: The over-reliance on agriculture in many rural areas necessitates a focus 

on diversifying rural economies by promoting non-farm sectors like small and medium enterprises, 

handicrafts, and tourism. 

Conclusion 

Reverse migration to agriculture reveals India’s struggles with sustaining structural economic changes. It 

underscores the critical need for balanced growth across agriculture, industry, and services, along with 

policies to address rural-urban disparities, enhance productivity, and create robust safety nets. 

Discuss the significance of India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy with reference to its 

support for the Maldives. How does this align with India’s Vision SAGAR for regional 

growth and security? (250 Words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the significance of India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy & its alignment with SAGAR 

Conclusion: Way forward 

India's ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy underscores its commitment to fostering close and cooperative ties 

with neighboring countries.  

Significance of India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ Policy for the Maldives 

• Economic Support Amidst Crisis: India has extended significant financial assistance to help the 

Maldives navigate its economic challenges, including; the Resubscription of treasury bills & 

Currency swap lines worth USD 400 million and INR 3,000 crore. 

• Promotion of Bilateral Trade: A new framework to promote the use of local currencies for cross-

border trade has been finalized, reducing dependency on external currencies and fostering 

economic integration. 

• High-Impact Community Development Projects: Under Phase III of these projects, India is 

providing grant assistance to support local development in the Maldives, showcasing its 

commitment to inclusive growth. 

• Export of Essential Commodities: India has facilitated the export of critical goods to the Maldives, 

ensuring supply chain stability and addressing essential needs. 
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• Strengthening Bilateral Ties: Maldivian Foreign Minister Abdulla Khaleel and President 

Mohamed Muizzu have reaffirmed their commitment to deepening ties with India, highlighting a 

comprehensive partnership in economic and maritime security. 

Alignment with Vision SAGAR 

• Maritime Security and Strategic Stability: Vision SAGAR emphasizes securing the IOR as a zone 

of peace. India’s maritime partnership with the Maldives helps safeguard critical shipping lanes 

and counters threats like piracy and illegal trafficking. 

• Economic Growth for All: India's grant assistance and trade initiatives contribute to the Maldives’ 

sustainable economic development, resonating with Vision SAGAR’s focus on inclusive regional 

growth. 

• First Responder in the Region: India’s timely financial and logistical support during the Maldives’ 

economic and debt crises reinforces its leadership as a stabilizing force in the region. 

• Comprehensive Security Partnership: The Joint Vision for India-Maldives Economic and 

Maritime Security Partnership aligns with Vision SAGAR by addressing common challenges like 

climate change, blue economy opportunities, and transnational threats. 

Conclusion 

India’s proactive engagement with the Maldives under the ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy reflects its 

dedication to fostering mutual growth and regional stability. This cooperation aligns with the broader 

objectives of Vision SAGAR, emphasizing security and sustainable development in the Indian Ocean Region. 

By continuing to strengthen economic, strategic, and developmental ties, India not only bolsters its 

relationship with the Maldives but also solidifies its leadership role in the region. 

Analyze the implications of the “One Nation, One Election” proposal on India’s federal 

structure and democratic principles. Discuss the potential benefits and challenges in the 

context of cooperative federalism. (250 Words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Implications of ONOE, benefits and challenges in the context of cooperative federalism.  

Conclusion: Way forward 

The proposal for “One Nation, One Election” (ONOE), aimed at synchronizing elections to the Lok Sabha and 

State Assemblies, has sparked significant debate. 

Federalism and Democratic Principles at Stake 

• Curtailment or Extension of Tenures: Synchronizing election cycles would require constitutional 

amendments, particularly to Articles 83 and 172, to alter the fixed terms of legislatures. This would 

force State governments to curtail or extend their terms, undermining the autonomy guaranteed 

under the federal structure. 

• Misuse of Article 356: Historically, the frequent invocation of the President’s Rule (over 130 times 

since Independence) has undermined federalism. ONOE could exacerbate this trend by facilitating 

greater central control over State governments. 

• Blurring of State and National Issues: Simultaneous elections could dilute the distinct mandate 

for State governments, as voters may prioritize national issues over regional concerns, thereby 

weakening local governance. 

• Shortened Mandates: In case of midterm dissolutions, new governments may serve truncated 

tenures, violating the democratic principle of “one person, one vote, one value.” 

• Defections and Political Instability: The inadequacies in the Anti-Defection Law, and delays in 

disqualification decisions, could destabilize State governments further under ONOE. 

Challenges  
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• Logistical and Administrative Feasibility: Managing simultaneous elections across a country as 

vast and diverse as India poses significant logistical challenges, such as deploying security forces 

and election machinery. 

• Disruption to Political Accountability: Reducing the frequency of elections may delay voters’ 

ability to hold governments accountable for non-performance, affecting the responsiveness of 

governments to public concerns. 

• Marginalization of Regional Parties: Smaller regional parties may struggle to compete with 

national parties, as the latter can dominate synchronized elections with broader resources and 

outreach. 

Potential Benefits of ONOE 

• Cost Efficiency: Reducing the frequency of elections would lower expenditure on security, 

logistics, and administrative processes. 

• Policy Continuity: Governments at both national and State levels could focus on long-term 

developmental policies rather than being distracted by frequent electoral cycles. 

• Reduced Electoral Fatigue: A synchronized schedule could reduce voter fatigue caused by 

frequent elections and encourage higher voter turnout. 

Conclusion 

True democratic governance requires prioritizing the spirit of cooperative federalism, strengthening State 

autonomy, and ensuring a balance between fiscal efficiency and democratic integrity. Without these 

foundational reforms, ONOE risks becoming a centralizing device, contrary to the pluralistic ethos of India’s 

Constitution. 

Discuss the challenges faced by migrant workers in accessing social security in India. 

Critically examine the role of the e-Shram portal and the One-Stop Solution in addressing 

these challenges. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Challenges faced by migrant workers in accessing social security & role of e-Shram portal and the 

One-Stop Solution 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Migrant workers, a significant yet vulnerable segment of India’s unorganized workforce, often remain 

excluded from social protection systems. Despite legal frameworks and recommendations over decades, 

their access to social security has been inadequate. 

Key Challenges 

• Invisibility in Policy Frameworks: Migrant workers remained largely invisible in official 

databases until the e-Shram portal, despite provisions in the Interstate Migrant Workmen Act, 

1979, and recommendations by the National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised 

Sector (2007) and Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act (2008) for worker registration. 

• Lack of Social Security Inclusion: While over 300 million workers are registered on the e-Shram 

portal, the majority have not been integrated into social security schemes. 

• High Mobility and Distress Migration: Seasonal and circular migrants face unique challenges, 

including disenfranchisement, stigma, trafficking, and poor access to public services. Their high 

mobility complicates the delivery of social protection. 

• Digital and Procedural Barriers: Many workers lack digital literacy or access to devices 

necessary for e-Shram registration and benefit tracking, particularly in rural areas. 

• Administrative Challenges: States often have inconsistent implementation of welfare schemes, 

creating coordination issues that undermine the portability of benefits. 
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• Fragmented and Complex Welfare Landscape: Existing welfare schemes like MGNREGA, PM 

Shram Yogi Maandhan, and One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) often operate in silos, creating 

barriers to seamless access for migrant workers. 

Role of the e-Shram Portal and One-Stop Solution 

• e-Shram Portal: The e-Shram portal, launched in 2021, aims to create the world’s largest national 

database of unorganized workers. It has over 300 million workers registered, including a 

significant proportion of migrants. This facilitates better identification and targeting of workers for 

welfare schemes. However, it is primarily a “registration drive” with a limited focus on inclusion in 

social security. 

• One-Stop Solution: The OSS, launched in 2024, seeks to bridge the gap between registration and 

access to social security by integrating various welfare schemes with the e-Shram portal. Its 

benefits include an integrated approach, portability of benefits & transparent and worker-friendly 

process. However, concerns include limited coverage of existing schemes, workers' lack of 

awareness & inter-state coordination is weak. 

Conclusion 

The e-Shram portal and the OSS represent a significant step toward addressing the social security 

challenges faced by migrant workers. However, their success hinges on overcoming implementation 

hurdles, ensuring seamless inter-state coordination, and raising awareness among workers. 

Analyze the geopolitical and environmental implications of China’s proposed mega-dam 

on the Brahmaputra River for downstream countries, including India. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Geopolitical and environmental implications of China’s proposed mega-dam on Brahmaputra. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The ambitious plan to build a mega-hydropower dam across the Brahmaputra at the Great Bend region of 

the Medog county in the Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR) in China has raised concerns for India. 

Geopolitical Implications 

• Strategic Power Projection: The proposed 60 GW mega-dam in the Great Bend of the Yarlung 

Zangbo (Brahmaputra) positions China as a dominant hydro-hegemon in the Himalayan region. 

Control over the river system strengthens China’s leverage over downstream nations—India, 

Bhutan, and Bangladesh. 

• Water as a Geopolitical Tool: The dam could serve as a "water bomb" for downstream nations, 

with China having the ability to control water flow. This perception heightens India's concerns 

about water security and intensifies strategic posturing. 

• Lack of Legal Framework: The absence of a comprehensive treaty between China and India or 

among Brahmaputra riparian states leaves disputes unresolved. The lack of adherence to the UN 

Convention on Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses (2014) further undermines 

cooperative governance. 

• India’s Response: India plans its largest dam project in Upper Siang, which could escalate the 

dam-building race in the basin. This mirrors China's approach but risks environmental and social 

fallout, potentially straining regional cooperation. 

• Implications for Bangladesh and Bhutan: Bangladesh, being the lowermost riparian country, 

relies heavily on the Brahmaputra for agriculture and livelihoods. Disruptions to water flow 

threaten its food and water security. Bhutan’s smaller-scale hydropower projects, while less 

impactful, are still tied to the basin's shared dynamics and face downstream scrutiny. 

Environmental Implications 
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• Impact on Ecosystems: The damming of the Yarlung Zangbo disrupts the natural flow of the 

Brahmaputra, affecting agro-pastoral systems, wetlands, and biodiversity across the Himalayan 

bioregion. 

• Increased Disaster Risks: Large dams in a seismically active region like the Himalayas exacerbate 

the risks of Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) and earthquakes. The 1950 Medog Earthquake 

serves as a historical warning of catastrophic impacts on riparian communities. 

• Hydrological Alterations: Blocking perennial flows to operate the mega-dam could result in lower 

surface water availability, disrupting agricultural cycles in India and Bangladesh. It may also 

weaken groundwater recharge systems vital for sustainable water management. 

• Loss of Traditional Knowledge: Rapid, large-scale hydraulic interventions erode traditional 

knowledge systems that have helped communities adapt to the river's seasonal dynamics, making 

them more vulnerable to unpredictable changes. 

Conclusion 

Balancing strategic priorities with ecological preservation and community welfare can ensure that the 

Brahmaputra remains a source of sustenance and cooperation, rather than a site of contention. 

Analyze the constitutional and procedural significance of playing the National Anthem in 

legislative assemblies in India. Discuss the legal and cultural implications of 

controversies surrounding its usage. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Highlight the constitutional and procedural significance of playing the National Anthem in 

legislative assemblies in India. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The recent controversy in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, where Governor R.N. Ravi left the Assembly 

without delivering his customary address, highlights the interplay of conventions, legal interpretations, and 

cultural sensitivities regarding the National Anthem. 

Constitutional and Procedural Significance 

• Expression of Sovereignty and Unity: The National Anthem symbolizes India’s unity, integrity, 

and sovereignty, as enshrined in the Preamble of the Constitution. Playing it in legislative 

assemblies signifies the allegiance of lawmakers to the ideals of the Constitution. 

• Fundamental Duties: Article 51A(a) of the Constitution enjoins every citizen to respect the 

National Anthem as part of their fundamental duties. Legislators, as representatives of the people, 

are expected to uphold this duty, demonstrating respect for national symbols. 

• Opening and Closing Sessions: Many state legislatures and the Parliament play the National 

Anthem at the beginning and end of sessions, symbolizing the solemnity of legislative functions. 

• Guidance from the Supreme Court: The judiciary has consistently emphasized that respect for 

the National Anthem is a constitutional obligation but cannot be enforced in a way that violates 

individual freedoms (e.g., Bijoe Emmanuel vs. State of Kerala case, 1986). 

Legal and Cultural Implications 

• Freedom of Expression and Conscience: The right not to participate in the singing of the Anthem, 

based on personal beliefs, is protected under Article 19(1)(a) and Article 25. This was affirmed in 

the Bijoe Emmanuel case, ensuring individual freedoms are not undermined. 

• Judicial Oversight on Enforcement: Courts have intervened in cases where compulsory playing 

of the Anthem led to legal disputes, balancing constitutional obligations with personal freedoms 

(e.g., 2016 SC directive on playing the Anthem in cinema halls, later made optional in 2018). 

• Symbol of National Pride: The Anthem fosters a sense of patriotism and solidarity. Playing it in 

legislative assemblies reinforces its role in shaping collective identity. 
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• Polarization and Politicization: Compulsory usage or perceived disrespect to the Anthem can be 

politicized, leading to unnecessary controversies. It risks creating divisions rather than fostering 

unity. 

Conclusion 

The National Anthem controversy underscores the tension between customary practices and the 

constitutional obligation to respect national symbols. A balanced approach that acknowledges regional 

traditions and promotes national unity within the framework of the Constitution is essential to resolve such 

controversies. 

Digital governance has transformed public service delivery in India. Examine the role of 

initiatives like iGOT Karmayogi and e-Office in improving the efficiency of governance. 

Highlight the challenges in achieving a seamless digital transition. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Role of initiatives like iGOT Karmayogi and e-Office in improving the efficiency of governance. 

Conclusion: Way forward 

Digital governance is revolutionizing public service delivery in India by leveraging technology to enhance 

transparency, accountability, and operational efficiency. Initiatives such as iGOT Karmayogi and e-Office 

exemplify this transformation by targeting workforce capacity building and administrative streamlining. 

Role of Initiatives in Transforming Governance 

• iGOT Karmayogi: Launched in 2020, iGOT Karmayogi is an online platform designed to train 

government employees in critical areas such as data analytics, public administration, and digital 

technologies. It offers personalized, flexible learning paths tailored to the evolving needs of 

governance. It also focuses on continuous improvement, equipping officials to meet public 

expectations in a technology-driven world. It enhances decision-making and operational 

capabilities and encourages adaptability and innovation among government employees. 

• e-Office: This initiative digitizes workflows, enabling paperless governance and real-time 

communication. It automates file management and grievance redress mechanisms & promotes 

transparency and reduces bureaucratic delays. It increases efficiency by reducing reliance on 

manual processes and enhances accountability by providing trackable file movement records. 

Challenges in Achieving Seamless Digital Transition 

• Resistance to Change: Bureaucratic inertia and varied levels of digital proficiency among 

employees hinder adoption. Some employees require additional training and support to navigate 

digital tools effectively. 

• Digital Divide: Limited access to high-speed internet and digital tools in rural areas risks excluding 

certain employees and citizens from digital governance benefits. 

• Cybersecurity Concerns: The shift to online operations exposes systems to data breaches and 

cyberattacks. Robust cybersecurity protocols and training are essential to safeguard sensitive 

information. 

• Outcome-Oriented Training: Platforms like iGOT Karmayogi risk becoming mere attendance 

trackers unless they deliver tangible outcomes such as improved job performance or role-based 

applications of learned skills. 

• Dynamic Capacity Building: Rapid technological advancements necessitate ongoing upskilling to 

keep government employees confident and capable in their roles. 

Conclusion 

India’s digital governance initiatives, including iGOT Karmayogi and e-Office, have laid a robust foundation 

for transforming public service delivery. However, to fully harness their potential, it is essential to address 
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the challenges of inclusivity, adaptability, and cybersecurity. With sustained efforts in infrastructure 

development, capacity building, and employee empowerment, India can set a global benchmark for a 

governance model that is transparent, accountable, and inclusive for all. 

Critically analyze the role of the Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET) in 

reshaping India-US technological collaboration. How does it aim to counter global 

dependence on China? (250 words) 
Introduction: What is Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET)? 

Body: Role of iCET in Reshaping India-US Technological Collaboration 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET), launched in 2023, represents a key milestone 

in India-US bilateral ties, aimed at fostering collaboration in critical and emerging technologies like 

semiconductors, AI, quantum computing, biotechnology, and defense innovations. 

Role of iCET in Reshaping India-US Technological Collaboration 

• Fostering Innovation: iCET promotes joint research and development (R&D) between Indian and 

American universities and private sectors, enhancing innovation ecosystems in both countries. For 

example, projects like the creation of an "Innovation Bridge" provide a platform for startups and 

enterprises to collaborate. 

• Bolstering Defense Technology Cooperation: The initiative expands cooperation in defense-

related technologies, including drones, jet engines, and cybersecurity, enabling India to diversify 

its defense procurement and reduce dependence on Russia and other traditional suppliers. 

• Promoting Open Standards and Interoperability: By setting global norms for emerging 

technologies, iCET ensures that technological development aligns with democratic values, 

countering autocratic models promoted by China. 

• Strengthening Strategic Partnership: iCET elevates technological collaboration to the center of 

India-US relations. By linking critical technologies to strategic objectives, it deepens cooperation 

across civilian and defense domains, complementing other agreements like the Defense 

Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI). 

Countering Global Dependence on China 

• Decoupling Supply Chains: iCET facilitates the diversification of global supply chains by reducing 

reliance on Chinese components and manufacturing. India and the US can work together to 

establish alternative production hubs for semiconductors, rare earth elements, and 

telecommunications infrastructure. 

• Resilience in Critical Infrastructure: iCET prioritizes securing critical infrastructure from cyber 

threats, many of which are linked to Chinese actors, ensuring technological independence and 

security. 

• Economic and Geopolitical Leverage: By enhancing India's technological capabilities, iCET 

positions India as a key player in global value chains, reducing the West's overreliance on China for 

both manufacturing and technological innovation. 

Conclusion 

Overall, iCET represents a significant opportunity for India and the US to strengthen their strategic 

partnership and counter China's growing technological influence. However, challenges such as 

implementation, data privacy, and intellectual property rights need to be addressed to ensure the initiative's 

success. 
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The decline in student enrollment and school numbers reflects structural challenges in 

India’s education sector. Analyze the implications of recent Unified District Information 

System for Education Plus (UDISE+) data and suggest measures for sustainable 

educational reforms. (250 words) 
Introduction: Contextual Introduction 

Body: Implications of UDISE+ data and suggest measures for sustainable educational reforms 

Conclusion: Way forward 

The Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) data highlights trends in India's 

education sector, including a decline in school enrollment and the number of operational schools. 

Implications of UDISE+ Data 

• Quality over Quantity: The decline in school numbers might indicate a shift towards consolidation 

and improving the quality of existing institutions rather than a widespread closure crisis. 

• Focus on Higher Education: A potential drop in primary enrollment could suggest improved 

access to early childhood education and a smoother transition to primary school. However, a 

decline in higher education enrollment is concerning and may signal affordability issues, a lack of 

skilled jobs, or a mismatch between skills and market demands. 

• Regional Disparities: The data needs to be analyzed at the state and district levels to identify 

regional disparities in enrollment trends. This will help pinpoint areas requiring focused 

interventions. 

• Dropout Rates: While not directly addressed in the question, dropout rates remain a critical 

concern. Understanding the reasons behind dropouts (poverty, lack of quality education, etc.) is 

crucial for effective policy interventions. 

Measures for Sustainable Educational Reforms 

o Teacher Training: Invest in high-quality teacher training programs focusing on pedagogical skills, 

technology integration, and addressing the diverse needs of learners.    

o Infrastructure Development: Improve school infrastructure, including classrooms, libraries, 

laboratories, and access to technology. 

o Early Childhood Education: Expand access to quality preschool education to ensure a strong 

foundation for all children.    

o Bridge Courses: Implement targeted programs to address learning gaps and support students 

who have fallen behind.   

o Vocational Training: Strengthen vocational training programs to equip students with relevant 

skills for the job market. 

o Industry-Academia Collaboration: Foster stronger ties between academia and industry to 

ensure that education aligns with the needs of the job market. 

Conclusion 

By implementing a combination of these measures, India can address the challenges highlighted by the 

UDISE+ data and build a more equitable and effective education system that empowers all its citizens. 

 

 

 


