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"Despite legal recognition, the transgender community in India faces significant barriers to
accessing quality healthcare.” Discuss the challenges and suggest measures to make India a global
leader (Vishwaguru) in transgender healthcare.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight challenges and measures to make India a global leader in transgender healthcare.
Conclusion: Way forward

India has made significant strides in recognizing transgender rights through the NALSA v. Union of India
(2014) judgment and the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019.

Challenges in Transgender Healthcare in India

Lack of Medical Training and Infrastructure: Most medical professionals lack formal training in
transgender healthcare. Gender-affirming surgeries are available only in limited government
hospitals, leading to a heavy reliance on expensive private healthcare.

Limited Implementation of Healthcare Schemes: The Ayushman Bharat TG Plus scheme,
promising X5,00,000 coverage for transgender healthcare, remains largely unimplemented. Public
hospitals perform only a handful of gender-affirming surgeries, despite high demand.

Social Stigma and Discrimination: Transgender individuals face mistreatment and bias in
healthcare facilities, discouraging them from seeking medical help. Many doctors and hospital staff
are not sensitized to transgender healthcare needs.

Economic Barriers and Insurance Gaps: Gender-affirming surgeries and hormone therapies are
costly, and most insurance policies exclude them. Many transgender individuals face
unemployment, making healthcare unaffordable.

Bureaucratic and Legal Hurdles: Transgender individuals struggle to change gender markers on
official documents such as passports and health insurance cards. Lack of clear professional
guidelines for gender-affirming procedures in India.

Measures to Make India a Global Leader in Transgender Healthcare

Strengthening Public Healthcare Infrastructure: Ensure the implementation of Ayushman
Bharat TG Plus across all states. Establish at least one government hospital per state offering
gender-affirming care, as mandated by law.

Training Medical Professionals: Integrate transgender healthcare into MBBS and nursing
curricula. Conduct nationwide training programs for doctors on gender-affirming surgeries and
hormone therapy.

Expanding Gender-Affirming Healthcare Services: Set up Centers of Excellence in major cities,
modeled after AIIMS, to provide specialized transgender healthcare.

Making India a Medical Tourism Hub: Develop a Transgender Medical Tourism Policy to attract
international clients seeking gender-affirming surgeries. Position India as a leading destination for
affordable, high-quality transgender healthcare, similar to Thailand.

Enhancing Budget Allocation: Increase government funding for transgender healthcare services
and research. Strengthen partnerships with NGOs and private sector healthcare providers.

Conclusion

India has the legal framework, medical expertise, and cultural acceptance to emerge as a Vishwaguru in

transgender healthcare. By implementing comprehensive reforms, ensuring inclusive healthcare policies,
and positioning itself as a global hub for transgender medical tourism, India can not only uphold the rights
of its transgender citizens but also provide a safe haven for transgender individuals worldwide.
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Embracing a bipartisan and neutral collegium-based appointment system, drawing from global
best practices, would fortify the autonomy of the Election Commission of India (ECI). Critically
analyze the need for such a system and suggest measures to enhance the independence of the ECI.

ECL

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: Highlight the need for Collegium based system and measures to enhance the independence of the

Conclusion: Way forward

As the guardian of free and fair elections in the world’s largest democracy, the Election Commission of India
(ECI) plays a crucial role in upholding democratic integrity. The recent developments surrounding the Chief
Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service, and Term

of Office) Act, 2023, have reignited the debate on the need for a bipartisan and neutral collegium-based
appointment system.

Need for a Collegium-Based Appointment System

Addressing Executive Influence and Ensuring Impartiality: Under the 2023 Act, the selection
committee comprises the Prime Minister, a Union Cabinet Minister (chosen by the PM), and the
Leader of the Opposition (LoP), reducing the LoP to a minority voice. This raises concerns that
appointments may favor the ruling party, undermining public trust in the ECI’s independence.
Judicial Observations and Legal Challenges: (2023): The 2023 Act removed the CJI, effectively
overturning the intent of the SC ruling in Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India, prompting legal
challenges by civil society organizations like ADR, Common Cause, and Lok Satta Movement.
Public Perception and Electoral Legitimacy: The integrity of elections depends not just on actual
neutrality but also on the perceived independence of the ECI. A selection process dominated by the
executive raises doubts about electoral fairness, eroding democratic legitimacy.

Challenges in Implementing a Bipartisan Collegium

Consensus on Collegium Composition: Including too many stakeholders could lead to deadlock
and delays in appointments. Over-reliance on the judiciary might blur the separation of powers.
Judicial Hesitation in Enforcing Reforms: The Supreme Court has not demonstrated urgency in
resolving the legal challenges, allowing appointments under the contentious law.

Political Resistance to Change: The ruling party, regardless of political ideology, has little
incentive to dilute executive control over ECI appointments.

Measures to Enhance the Independence of the ECI

Restoring the Chief Justice of India in the Appointment Process: A selection panel comprising
the PM, LoP, and CJI would balance executive, legislative, and judicial oversight.

Constitutional Protection and Financial Independence: Ensuring that ECI's budget is charged
to the Consolidated Fund of India (similar to the Supreme Court and CAG) to reduce executive
dependence.

Legislative Reforms for Transparent Appointments: Establishing objective criteria and public
disclosures for selecting ECs. Public hearings or parliamentary scrutiny before finalizing
appointments.

Strengthening Judicial Oversight: The Supreme Court must prioritize cases affecting electoral
integrity and intervene proactively to ensure compliance with democratic principles.

Conclusion

Adopting a bipartisan and neutral collegium-based appointment system will align India’s electoral
governance with global best practices. Strengthening institutional independence through reforms in tenure,
funding, and accountability mechanisms will further safeguard democratic integrity and ensure the ECI

remains a truly autonomous body:.
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The Right to Information (RTI) Act, which was enacted to promote transparency and
accountability, is increasingly being weakened by systemic delays, bureaucratic resistance, and
legal loopholes. Critically analyze the challenges faced by the RTI Act and suggest measures to
strengthen its implementation.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: challenges faced by the RTI Act and suggest measures to strengthen its implementation
Conclusion: Way forward

The Right to Information (RTI) Act, of 2005, was introduced as a powerful tool to enhance transparency
and accountability in governance.

Challenges in the Implementation of the RTI Act

Bureaucratic Resistance and Administrative Delays: The RTI Act initially faced opposition from
public servants who perceived it as a transfer of power to citizens. Information Commissions are
often occupied by retired bureaucrats who lack commitment to transparency. Despite a mandated
30-day period for providing information at lower levels, there is no specific time limit for
Information Commissions, leading to backlogs exceeding a year in many cases.

Inadequate Use of Penal Provisions: The RTI Act provides for penalties on Public Information
Officers (PIOs) for wrongful denial of information. However, Information Commissioners rarely
impose fines, thereby encouraging non-compliance.

Dilution Through Legislative Amendment: The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, of 2023 has
amended the RTI Act by adding new restrictions on disclosing personal information, effectively
increasing secrecy in public affairs.

Measures to Strengthen the RTI Act

Ensuring Speedy Disposal of Cases: Information Commissions must be given strict timeframes
to clear pending cases, similar to High Courts. A 90-day deadline for appeals should be enforced.
Commissioners should be appointed promptly, and their performance should be regularly
reviewed based on disposal rates.

Reforming the Appointment Process of Information Commissioners: Instead of appointing
retired bureaucrats, commissions should include legal experts, transparency activists, and
individuals with a track record in governance reforms. Public scrutiny of the selection process can
help ensure the independence of commissioners.

Stronger Enforcement of Penal Provisions: Information Commissioners must actively impose
penalties on PIOs who delay or deny information without valid reasons. Persistent non-compliance
should result in disciplinary action against responsible officials.

Institutional Protection for RTI Activists: The Whistleblower Protection Act must be expanded
to cover RTI applicants who expose corruption. A fast-track grievance redressal system should be
set up to address threats against RTI users.

Enhancing Awareness and Public Participation: Citizens and the media must actively defend the
RTI Act by exposing its dilution and pressuring the government to uphold transparency. Civil
society organizations should conduct RTI awareness campaigns to empower citizens with
information on their rights.

Conclusion

Citizens, media, and civil society must remain vigilant to ensure the government upholds the spirit of the
Act. Strengthening the RTI framework through institutional reforms and greater public awareness is crucial
to preserving its role as a cornerstone of democracy.

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

A Forum[N




Mains Marathon Compilation [Fourth Week] February 2025

Critically examine the impact of development projects on the indigenous communities of Great
Nicobar Island. How can sustainable development be ensured while safeguarding their rights and
ecological balance?

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Impact of development projects on the Indigenous communities & measures for sustainable
development

Conclusion: Way forward

The Great Nicobar megaproject, with an investment of over 381,800 crore, aims to transform the island into
a global trade and business hub. However, this ambitious plan comes at a significant cost to the Shompen
and Nicobarese, two indigenous communities whose existence is deeply tied to the island’s ecosystem.

Impact of the Megaproject on Indigenous Communities

o Displacement and Loss of Ancestral Lands: The post-2004 tsunami relief measures relocated
many Nicobarese to government camps, making them vulnerable to land appropriation for the
megaproject.

e Cultural Erosion and Loss of Traditional Livelihoods: The Nicobarese were once a self-
sustaining community, relying on hunting, fishing, and horticulture. Forced displacement has made
them dependent on government aid and wage labor, eroding their traditional economic systems.

o Environmental Destruction in a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve: The government has denotified
wildlife sanctuaries to facilitate the project, raising concerns about irreversible ecological damage.
The Indigenous communities, who have long practiced sustainable conservation, were excluded
from decision-making on environmental policies.

Ensuring Sustainable Development While Protecting Indigenous Rights

e Upholding Legal and Constitutional Safeguards: Strengthen the Forest Rights Act, 2006,
ensuring free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) before acquiring indigenous lands. Recognize
Shompen and Nicobarese as stakeholders in ecological governance, granting them decision-making
power in environmental clearances.

e Alternative Development Models: Prioritize eco-tourism, agroforestry, and indigenous-led
conservation projects that create economic opportunities without destroying cultural and
ecological heritage. Invest in community-driven micro-enterprises instead of large-scale
infrastructure projects that disrupt local ways of life.

e Conduct Independent Environmental and Social Impact Assessments: Establish independent
environmental watchdogs to assess biodiversity loss, deforestation, and marine pollution caused
by the project. Implement mitigation strategies that involve local participation in conservation
efforts.

e Restoring Indigenous Autonomy and Self-Sufficiency: Provide land restitution to Nicobarese
communities, allowing them to return to their ancestral lands rather than remain in government
resettlement camps. Rebuild traditional food security and resource management systems, reducing
dependence on government aid.

Conclusion

The Great Nicobar megaproject represents a clash between development and indigenous rights, where
progress is framed in terms of infrastructure rather than cultural preservation and ecological balance.
Sustainable development should not come at the cost of displacement, forced dependency, and
environmental destruction. A participatory approach—one that respects Indigenous knowledge,
safeguards biodiversity and prioritizes alternative economic models—is essential to ensure that
development does not become a tool of marginalization.
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) has an environmental problem. In light of this statement, discuss the
environmental impact of Al and suggest measures to balance technological innovation with
environmental responsibility.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the environmental impact of Al and suggest measures to balance technological
innovation with environmental responsibility

Conclusion: Way forward

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has become a transformative force across industries, driving economic growth
and technological advancements. However, its rapid expansion comes with significant environmental
challenges, including high energy consumption, carbon emissions, and electronic waste.

Environmental Impact of Al

e Energy-Intensive Infrastructure: Data centers, which form the backbone of Al operations,
contribute to nearly 1% of global greenhouse gas emissions. Electricity demand from data centers
is projected to double by 2026, exacerbating environmental concerns.

e Carbon Emissions from Al Training and Operations: Training a large Al model like GPT-3 emits
up to 552 tonnes of CO,—comparable to the annual emissions of dozens of cars. Al models
increasingly require more computing power, further amplifying their carbon footprint.

e Growing E-Waste Crisis: The production of Al hardware, such as GPUs and semiconductors,
results in electronic waste accumulation. The mining of rare earth metals for Al infrastructure also
contributes to environmental degradation.

e Software Life Cycle Emissions: Al model development, validation, inferencing, and maintenance
all contribute to energy consumption and emissions. The environmental impact extends beyond
hardware, affecting every stage of Al's software ecosystem.

Measures for Balancing Al Innovation and Environmental Responsibility

e Investing in Clean Energy: Al companies must transition to renewable energy sources to reduce
emissions. Locating data centers in regions with abundant renewable resources can minimize
environmental strain.

e Optimizing Al Models and Hardware: Developing smaller, domain-specific Al models can deliver
efficiency without excessive energy use. Using energy-efficient hardware and regular maintenance
can reduce emissions. Pre-trained models can be adapted for new tasks instead of training new
models from scratch.

e Leveraging Al for Sustainability: Al can optimize energy grids and facilitate renewable energy
integration. Google’s DeepMind has used Al to improve wind energy forecasting, leading to better
utilization of wind power.

e Enhancing Transparency and Accountability: Standardized frameworks for measuring and
disclosing Al's environmental impact can ensure industry-wide accountability. Governments and
businesses must align Al strategies with sustainability goals.

Conclusion

Al's rapid advancement must be complemented by proactive sustainability measures. By integrating green
energy solutions, optimizing hardware and software efficiency, and fostering transparency, Al can drive
innovation without compromising the environment. A balanced approach will ensure that Al remains a
force for progress while safeguarding the planet’s future.
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India’s cooperative sector has played a crucial role in rural development, but challenges such as
inefficiency, political interference, and lack of financial discipline have hindered its progress. In
this context, discuss the significance of the government’s plan to establish two lakh Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) and suggest measures to ensure their success.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight the significance of the government’s plan to establish two lakh Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS) and suggest measures to ensure their success.

Conclusion: Way forward

The cooperative sector has been a cornerstone of rural development in India, providing financial services,
agricultural credit, and market linkages.

Significance of the Government’s PACS Initiative

Democratizing Credit Access: PACS serve as last-mile credit providers to small and marginal
farmers, reducing dependency on informal moneylenders who charge exorbitant interest rates.
Strengthening PACS will promote financial inclusion in rural areas.

Boosting Rural Livelihoods: The expansion of PACS will enhance employment opportunities,
encourage agro-based entrepreneurship, and integrate rural economies into formal financial
structures.

Encouraging Inclusivity: The government’s plan emphasizes participation from women, Dalits,
and tribal communities, ensuring historically marginalized groups gain representation in
cooperative governance.

Strengthening Agricultural Infrastructure: PACS will be integrated with NABARD, NDDB, and
NFDB, ensuring targeted credit for agriculture, dairy, and fisheries, thereby supporting diversified
rural livelihoods.

Reducing Dependence on Government Subsidies: By promoting self-sustaining financial
models, PACS can shift from being subsidy-dependent to income-generating entities through
diversified activities like warehousing, food processing, and agri-marketing.

Challenges and Measures for Ensuring Success

Preventing Political Interference: Enforce strict governance norms and anti-corruption
mechanisms to prevent local political capture. Implement transparent election processes for
cooperative leadership.

Improving Management and Financial Discipline: Provide capacity-building programs to PACS
members on modern financial management, record-keeping, and cooperative governance.
Establish regular audits and performance assessments to track the financial health of PACS.
Ensuring Financial Sustainability: Reduce reliance on government aid by encouraging PACS to
diversify into agro-processing, value addition, and microfinance services. Develop a risk-mitigation
fund to support PACS during economic downturns.

Strengthening Inclusivity and Representation: Implement mandatory quotas for women, Dalits,
and other marginalized groups in PACS leadership. Conduct awareness programs to increase
participation from disadvantaged communities.

Leveraging Technology for Better Functioning: Expand digital banking tools such as micro-
ATMs, RuPay Kisan Credit Cards, and mobile banking solutions to improve financial access. Utilize
real-time data analytics for tracking credit disbursal, repayment patterns, and cooperative
performance.

Establishing Robust Monitoring and Evaluation Mechanisms: Create independent monitoring
bodies to assess the performance of newly established PACS. Conduct periodic impact assessments
to ensure cooperatives are meeting their intended objectives.

Conclusion
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A transparent, accountable, and inclusive cooperative model can play a crucial role in achieving sustainable
rural development and agricultural resilience in India.

Discuss the role of nuclear energy in India's vision of 'Viksit Bharat' and analyze the extent to
which the private sector can contribute to its expansion.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: What is the role of nuclear energy in India's vision of 'Viksit Bharat', how private sector can help
in this?

Conclusion: Way forward

As India aims to become a developed nation (Viksit Bharat) by 2047, energy security and sustainability
remain critical challenges. The government has acknowledged nuclear energy as a key pillar in achieving
this goal, setting an ambitious target of 100 GWe of nuclear capacity.

Role of Nuclear Energy in 'Viksit Bharat'

e Energy Security and Base Load Power: Nuclear power offers a reliable alternative to coal and
natural gas, ensuring uninterrupted supply.

e Reduced Dependence on Fossil Fuels: Expanding nuclear energy aligns with India's net-zero
targets by 2070 and reduces reliance on costly energy imports.

e Technological Advancements and Indigenous Capability: India’s focus on Pressurized Heavy
Water Reactors (PHWRs) and the three-stage nuclear program, including Thorium utilization,
strengthens long-term energy autonomy.

e Economic and Industrial Growth: A robust nuclear program will drive industrial expansion,
creating employment and technological innovation.

o Utilization of Retiring Coal Plant Sites: Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) can replace coal plants,
optimizing land use while maintaining safety standards.

Extent of Private Sector Contribution

e Manufacturing and Supply Chain: Private companies can support the production of reactor
components and nuclear fuel processing, reducing dependency on imports.

e Public-Private Partnerships in Bharat Small Reactors (BSRs): The government’s initiative to
involve private firms in small reactor deployment is a welcome step.

e Investment and Financing: Given the capital-intensive nature of nuclear projects, private-sector
funding can supplement state investment.

e Operation & Maintenance: Private expertise in maintenance and logistics can improve efficiency
in reactor operations.

Limitations of Private Sector Involvement

e Regulatory Barriers: The Atomic Energy Act (1962) restricts private companies from owning and
operating nuclear power plants.

e Strategic and Security Concerns: Given nuclear energy’s dual-use nature, complete privatization
could pose security risks.

o Technological Readiness: India’s nuclear research is driven by state institutions, making private-
sector-led innovation challenging.

Conclusion

Nuclear energy is essential for India's transition to a developed economy, but its expansion hinges on
resolving uranium supply constraints through fuel recycling. While the private sector can play a supporting
role in manufacturing, financing, and reactor deployment, state-led institutions must remain at the
forefront to ensure strategic autonomy and security. A balanced approach—Ileveraging both public and
private capacities—will be key to unlocking nuclear power’s full potential in India's growth trajectory.
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Despite legal provisions ensuring maternity entitlements, most pregnant women in India have not
received any benefits in recent years. Analyze the reasons behind this gap and suggest measures to
ensure effective implementation of maternity entitlements.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction
Body: What are the reasons behind this gap and suggest measures to ensure effective implementation of
maternity entitlements?
Conclusion: Way forward
Despite the legal provisions ensuring maternity entitlements under the National Food Security Act (NFSA),

2013, the majority of pregnant women in India have not received these benefits in recent years.

Reasons Behind the Implementation Gap

e Policy Violations and Restrictive Coverage: The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY), instead of providing universal maternity benefits as mandated by the NFSA, restricts
payments to only the first child, with a recent extension to a second child if it is a girl.

¢ Reduced and Inadequate Financial Support: The NFSA mandates a maternity benefit of 36,000
per child, which should have been atleast 12,000 in real terms today. However, under the PMMVY,
the amount was arbitrarily reduced to 5,000, which is insufficient for ensuring proper nutrition
and healthcare during pregnancy.

e Administrative Inefficiencies and Digital Barriers: The PMMVY has been plagued by Aadhaar-
based payment issues and software failures, further complicating access to benefits.

e Double Standards Between Formal and Informal Sectors: Women in the formal sector are
entitled to 26 weeks of paid maternity leave, whereas those in the informal sector—who need
support the most—receive only X5,000 under PMMVY, subject to strict conditionalities.

Measures for Effective Implementation of Maternity Entitlements

e Universal Coverage in Line with NFSA: The PMMVY should be expanded to cover all pregnancies,
as mandated under the NFSA, rather than limiting benefits to only the first child.

e Adequate Budgetary Allocation: The Union government should significantly enhance PMMVY
funding, ensuring at least 12,000 crore annually to cover 90% of all births.

e Learning from State Best Practices: The successful models of Tamil Nadu (84% coverage) and
Odisha (64% coverage) should be studied and replicated at the national level.

e Simplification of the Application and Disbursement Process: The government should remove
unnecessary conditionalities and reliance on complex digital infrastructure, which have resulted
in the exclusion of eligible women. A direct cash transfer mechanism with minimal bureaucratic
hurdles should be implemented to ensure seamless benefit distribution.

e Strengthening Transparency and Public Accountability: The Ministry of Women and Child
Development must comply with the RTI Act by making real-time data on PMMVY disbursements
publicly accessible. Independent audits and regular social accountability mechanisms should be
put in place to ensure fair implementation.

Conclusion

The Union government must recognize its legal and moral obligation to ensure universal and adequate
maternity benefits. Increasing financial assistance, simplifying access, enhancing transparency, and
drawing from successful state models can help bridge the existing gaps and ensure that every pregnant
woman in India receives the support she is legally entitled to.
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Critically examine the flaws in The Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023, and discuss its
implications on free and fair elections in India.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight key flaws in the bill and implications on free and fair elections in India

Conclusion: Way forward

The Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Bill, 2023 was enacted as the first statutory law under Article 324(5) of the Indian
Constitution, dealing with the appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (ECs).

Key Flaws in the Bill

e Government-Controlled Selection Committee: The bill mandates a three-member selection
committee consisting of: The Prime Minister (Chairperson), LoP in the Lok Sabha & cabinet
minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

e Lack of Transparency in Shortlisting Candidates: A search committee, led by the Law Minister
and two senior bureaucrats, prepares a list of five eligible candidates. The lack of public disclosure
of shortlisted candidates raises concerns about arbitrariness and potential favoritism in the
selection process.

e Undermining Institutional Autonomy: The bill mandates that the President must appoint the
CEC and ECs based on the committee’s recommendation, leaving no room for independent scrutiny.

o Potential Violation of Article 14 (Right to Equality): By ensuring that the government-backed
candidate always secures selection, the bill disregards fair competition among eligible candidates.

e Departure from Global Best Practices: Many democracies, including the United States, Canada,
and South Africa, ensure bipartisan or judicial participation in electoral appointments. The removal
of the CJI from the selection panel weakens India’s commitment to global democratic norms.

Implications of Free and Fair Elections

o Erosion of Electoral Credibility: If the Election Commission is perceived as aligned with the
government, public trust in the neutrality of election processes will erode. The credibility of
election outcomes may be questioned, leading to democratic instability.

e Political Influence in Electoral Decisions: A government-backed Election Commission may
hesitate to take strict action against ruling party violations of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC).
Selective enforcement of election rules could create an uneven playing field for opposition parties.

e Weakening of the Basic Structure Doctrine: The Supreme Court has ruled that free and fair
elections form a part of the basic structure of the Constitution. Any law that compromises electoral
fairness could be struck down as unconstitutional.

e Threat to Democratic Institutions: If the government gains undue control over the Election
Commission, it sets a precedent for similar interference in other independent institutions like the
judiciary and CAG. This could weaken the broader institutional checks and balances essential for
democracy.

Conclusion

The CEC and ECs Appointment Bill, 2023 suffers from serious constitutional infirmities, primarily due to
executive dominance in the selection process. By replacing the CJI with a cabinet minister, the bill creates a
structural bias in favor of the ruling government, undermining the independence of the Election
Commission. To uphold electoral integrity, it is crucial to revise the selection process, ensuring a balanced
and independent appointment mechanism.
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The U.S.-India defense partnership has strengthened over the years, but a potential return of
Donald Trump to the White House could alter the trajectory of bilateral ties. Analyze the key areas
of defense cooperation between India and the U.S. and examine the challenges that may arise
under a Trump 2.0 administration.

Introduction: Contextual Introduction

Body: Highlight key areas of defense cooperation & challenges that may arise under a Trump
administration.

Conclusion: Way forward

The U.S.-India defense partnership has deepened significantly, with expanded cooperation in defense trade,

joint military exercises, technology sharing, and supply chain integration.

Key Areas of Defense Cooperation

o Expansion of Defense Trade and Co-Production: India is proceeding with the co-production of
the ‘Javelin’ Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) and ‘Stryker’ Infantry Combat Vehicles (ICVs),
integrating itself into the global defense supply chain.

¢ Joint Research and Technology Transfers: The Autonomous Systems Industry Alliance (ASIA)
was launched, fostering co-development in Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) and autonomous
technologies. Collaboration in Active Towed Array Systems (ATAS) between L3Harris and Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL) will enhance India’s naval warfare capabilities.

e Regulatory and Procurement Alignment: India and the U.S. have agreed to review arms transfer
regulations, fostering synergy in defense trade, maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO). A
Reciprocal Defence Procurement (RDP) agreement is under negotiation, aiming to align defense
acquisition mechanisms and facilitate mutual defense services and goods exchange.

e Emerging Areas of Collaboration: Possibilities of future cooperation in undersea systems, fifth-
generation fighter aircraft, space, and air defense were highlighted during talks. The U.S. has
reiterated the potential sale of F-35 Lightning II fighter aircraft to India, albeit with several
operational challenges.

Challenges Under a Trump 2.0 Administration

e Delays in Critical Defense Deliveries: The joint statement lacked any assurance regarding the
urgent delivery of General Electric (GE) F-404 and F-414 engines required for India’s Tejas-Mark
1A and Mark-II fighter jets. The dwindling number of Indian Air Force (IAF) fighter squadrons
(potentially falling below 30) makes these delays a major operational concern.

o Complexities of the F-35 Integration: The high operational and maintenance costs of the F-35
may pose a significant financial and logistical burden on the IAF. Potential restrictions on F-35
usage by the U.S. could limit India’s strategic autonomy, impacting its doctrine of non-alignment
and multi-supplier defense procurement strategy.

e Regulatory and Strategic Divergences: The lack of a streamlined regulatory framework for arms
transfers could hinder seamless defense trade. The CAATSA (Countering America's Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act) sanctions remain a potential challenge due to India's continued defense
ties with Russia.

e Impact of "America First" Policy: The Trump administration may adopt a more transactional
approach to defense deals, linking them to broader trade & economic considerations. There is a
possibility of a reduction in U.S. military presence in the Indo-Pacific, shifting greater security
responsibilities onto India.

Conclusion

While the foundation of defense ties remains stable, India must strategically balance its defense
procurement, diversify its supplier base, and negotiate terms that preserve its strategic autonomy. Moving
forward, both nations must work towards resolving regulatory bottlenecks and accelerating key defense
deliveries to maintain the momentum of this vital partnership.
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