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MGP 2024 | General Studies | Test Code : 714235
(12 Questions | 250 Marks | Duration 3 Hours)

Instructions: All questions are compulsory. The number of marks carried by a question/part
is indicated against it. Quality of the answer is more important than the length of the answer.

forder - ol gua sfvard €1 yRe uee gRT aTRa el o Sue amA 3P fear mar 21 SR
B AT SR B A B G A A Ag@yul 2

Section- A

Q.1) a) It is often said that politics and ethics belong to different worlds. What is your opinion in this
regard? Justify your answer with illustration. Also, highlight the consequences of divergence between
politics and ethics. (10 marks, 150 words)

3FER T ST & fF Toleifa 3R Afdedr reer-3reer Qg & Fafdd §1 59 deer & 3m9dhr Far
T 2 39 3R I 3eeI0T & TTY S R | Y &, Teiid 3R Afdeher & & Jade & qRoma?
9 YRTeT STel | (10 3i®, 150 <)

b) “Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety, deserve neither
liberty nor safety.” In the context of this statement, bring out the ethical issues involved with creating
a surveillance state for the sake of national security. (10 marks, 150 words)

"I FET S W AR AT IIed FXe & fAT 3aRde TaAdr ors &, & o o Faaadr & 9
g 3R & & T FI" 56 FUS & el A, TET G A Wik TF THIRET ToF o § 3
AT Hegl T THRI 3Tel| (10 3f®, 150 ¥T<T)

Q.2) a) Family plays a prominent role in the value development of an individual. Elucidate. Also,
examine the impact of the changing nature of families on children’s moral development.
(10 marks, 150 words)

el IfFd & Hed e & IRaR v v fAsT @urar g1 Tuse Hifse) ary &, st &
Afae faed W IRaRT & dgad Ta®T & gHTG FHT GUA&T0T HifST| (10 3P, 150 ¥T<T)

b) Different individuals have different conceptions of patriotism. What does patriotism mean to you?
Narrate in brief any two real-life incidents when you displayed patriotism. (10 marks, 150 words)

2ANFT F TN F 3TAI-37A3T AN T 3TAIT-37e3T YROMT gt §1 3Mueh AT erdfad &1 a1 Adee
£? WY F U &Y FF "3t T gule RIfST ST 3T SUHTFT @S 811 (10 3, 150 Ieq)

Q.3) a) Moral behaviour is not only good for the community in which one is a part but also for the
individuals who profess it. Comment. (10 marks, 150 words)

Afeh 3MRUT & Shad 30 A & AU 3T § ST 18 T ¢, dich 3 gfdadl & fav
sff 3BT & Y STFT gTedT A &1 feegult fifew) (10 3P, 150 TT<T)
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b) Discuss the important teachings of Swami Vivekananda. Bring out their relevance in the
contemporary world. (10 marks, 150 words)

Tl fadenleie &1 AgeaquT ST 9 ==l HTSAU| FHwelT faed # 3eh TrEfTehar &1 qulel
FifaT| (10 3@, 150 )

Q.4) a) “Knowing yourself is the beginning of all wisdom.” Discuss the importance of emotional
intelligence in self-realisation. Do you think emotionalintelligence can be learned?
(10 marks, 150 words)

"Eq I SATAAT N GETUHATT HT QI §1" HcH-TTETchR H HIGellcHh S tHam & Heed G Tl
HITAT| | AT IR o@Telr & o HraeiTcas Jefaaar @Er S Fehdl 82 (10 3i®, 150 )

b) What do you understand by environmental ethics? Examine the ethical concerns in ‘phase-down
versus phase out debate’ in the use of coal by developing countries. (10 marks, 150 words)

TR Afdhdr & 319 a1 FHEST &2 Tl e ganT digel & 393 # '6oA-313 FelTe
T 3T T8 A Afdw el F GETor HIw] (10 3@, 150 7<)

Q.5) a) “Two things define you: Your patience when you have nothing and your attitude when you have
everything.” What roles do attitude and patience play in the personal and professional lives of civil
servants? (10 marks, 150 words)

"ar Hiet ARt AR FRl §: 39 F ST 3Tk I FS AGT giaT AR AR FAgRI/IaER
S 39S U F FS giar ol Rfad dawt & safeaera AR saraaRe s # #dgh ik oF
T AR T 872 (10 3f®, 150 ¥T<q)

b) Gendered attitudes convert differences in sexes into discriminations. Examine the factors
responsible for negative attitudes toward women in the Indian society. How can these attitudes be
changed? (10 marks, 150 words)

oAften gicanior folar Haftia i & AGHTT A dgd &l | AR FHATST H Afgen3it & 9fad dAdRIcHS

TREHIUT & T IIRERY HRPT HT GU&T0T HIfAT| 37 TREHIVT T FH Sl AT ThdT g7
(10 3, 150 )

Q.6) What does each of the following quotation mean to you?

fferRad SgxoT amus forw @r A a2

a) “Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are in harmony.” -Mahatma
Gandhi. (10 marks, 150 words)

“GHeoIdl Td il & o9 319 S |rd §, S &gd & 3 S X 8, d9H AHSET 817 - HETcAT
ey | (10 3f®, 150 )
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b) “The price good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by evil men.” - Plato.
(10 marks, 150 words)

"HIGST{eieh HIFCA & Tl ST T HIAd TS el I X AEIT SarT A 8l o & 7 Yehrel!
g ¥1" - ol (10 3fe, 150 ¥I)

c) “Whatever is begun in anger, ends in shame”-Benjamin Franklin. (10 marks, 150 words)

'St T ot U A YE G ¢, TE ATHCI W FATCT g & - SoiaAeT ol (10 3, 150 ¥TR)

Section - B

Q.7) Prahlad is a climate conscious and responsible citizen, who left his well-paying job as a senior
manager in a multinational company to start a small firm that would manufacture eco-friendly
products. The motto of his company is “no waste, all green”. His firm makes bio-degradable polymer
which can be used as an alternative to plastic bags, bottles, plates etc. Prahlad thinks that this will
promote a healthier environment and will have a positive impact on people’s health. It will also help
address the problem of climate change by reducing one’s carbon footprint. For this to be achieved, he
believes that not just products, but the process too should be less polluting. This is why, he invested
heavily in non-polluting machinery. These machines are certified as “green machines”. In fact, some
of them were even imported from other countries. All of this has gained him a good reputation in the
eyes of critics and environmentalists. But as the technology used in manufacturing these products is
new, imported and expensive, the products made by Prahlad’s firm is costlier than conventional
plastic products.

Prahlad has proved that his product is environmentally benign, but he was unable to scale up
production because of he ran out of funds. Prahlad knows that if he could start manufacturing the
polymer at a large scale and leverage economies of scale his product would become more price
competitive to conventional plastics. Prahlad used last of his funds to publicize his product. Prahlad
thought that with this publicity, raising funds from the market would be easy.

Prahlad reached out to many investors, and they showed great interest in Prahlad’s product. But none
of them were willing to invest money in this product. They feared that this new product, being much
expensive, would not be able to compete with the conventional plastic products. Prahlad’s firmis also
losing his existing customer who complain about very high cost of his products. Both Prahlad’s
prospective investors and past customers know that this technology is less polluting and
environmentally benign and has a positive attitude towards it. But consumer concern and attitude
about the environment does not readily translate into the purchase of environmentally friendly
products. Academic research has also identified this gap between purchase intentions and
behaviors.

Prahlad knows that if he changes the production procedure, things can look better for the company
on the financial front, but that can take away his reputation and will also be against his own beliefs.
The only possible hope is to expand his consumer base, sell his products at full capacity and convince
investors to invest in his eco-friendly venture to keep his green industry running.

Consider yourself in Prahlad’s position and answer the following questions:
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a) How will you induce behavioral change to nudge people to move towards eco-friendly products?
b) What factors will you have to consider while inspiring such a change? (20 marks, 250 words)

WW%Q@WWWWW&%@%WWMﬁWW
& T H HOAT IS TAEATg alell Al oI5 & 3R T DI W BA LE B S RN 3efReT
3C9E ST §1 3Rt SOl T e A § "FI HUfAST g, FT qATROT el 3oTh! B
I-3IEee dielleR FaTdr § foaer 3uaer canies v Aferd, sSidar, cerer g & fGweT & &
H 5T ST TFdT g1 JgAIG I I9dT § b STH U TGEY ardiaiuT &l dordr fAeem iR a9 &
TIELT W HHRIcHS FHIE G| Ig fhel & Hleel Yedeat l Ha Fkeh Stelarg IRacde 1 FaEEdm
FI g I H Y ACE FWM 3T Ut Pl & [T, 3T AT § [ F Fhad 3cdlg, dfod Ufshar
T A YGNUTHIT gl AMGT| TET HROT § o, 3ogiel IR-ITUrRY HMer # o faer fovam| s
aMr & T AN 6 T F GAINOIT ham IR §| A H, 39 @ $O H gE U F 3
foRaT I r ATl 3T T A 3¢ JTelrger 3R gATaRuIfaet fr AoR F ST ufaser Gars g1 dfee
I 3T 3cmar & AT F SEAATS dN STl dTell dehelies o, 3ATAd AR #7geM ¢, safov ggerg
& BH GIRT FATT AT 3cUIG IRURS Cellfeceh IcUlal i Jofell # Hg | Tgolle o A Y faam
g 5 39e7 3cuic TR0 & AT 3T §, JfehT 98 3culee Jee & 3EHY o7 Fife 39% 9
4 A€ | Yl ST § o 3R a8 99 YA WX GlellER T AT gF A Fehal @ IR 93
YT Y IYCTITAIHT FT &M 3T Fhll §, ol 3HAN 3cUe IRIRE Cerieesd H Jeiar # 3w
AT gfaeadt gr S| Ugellg @ 39a 3cdig & YR & (ol 39a HATAH &7 &1 39grer R
YEelle o Hiel f 6 TR & H1Y, SR § O ST 3 g1 Ygolle o % fAaere & d9&
fepam 3R 3oglel gele & 3cdre & Sgd T @S| AfheT 398 ¥ A1 Y 37 3curg F 4T e
P TIR AT AT| 3o¢ 3T AT o TE AT 3c91G g AN §lel & FROT IRINS Al Scaral
WFITH'@TWWHWﬁqﬂimaﬁa@maﬁsﬁ@@%ﬁsaqo:quqiﬁqu
3 AT F IR FH RNF—Ia Fd &1 Ygae & ganfad @aees 3R Rod ags gl siea § &
qg dhelleh A JENUHNT 3R qAfavor & fv 3reer § 3R gHs 9fd 3o &A1 dFRcHAF g
Afehel TTaROT & SR & ST T AT 3R TGgR I & TAROT & 3fefshel Scural & @lie
#F aRora & Bar &1 et e o oY @lie & e 3R ¥dER & I 37 W i ggET fir
gl

YgAIG ST ¢ [ 3R I8 3cdieed Ufshal H Sealid aXdl g, o oy Al @ &uelr & forw et
SER & Fehell 8, Afhel SHA 3HHT YTSST FATCT &1 Hehell & 3R Tg 3T e I AIABT &
8 TQeTs g1aMT| UhATT WA 37 379el SUHIFAT YR HT fITAR FI&AT, 39el 3cel g
GTHAT & Sl 3R 319aT R 3T AT =1e] T@el & ToIT AT T 370e G TaROT-37e]ehel 36TH
H YT S & T Tl F& B

ge, &I vgole @ Fufd & W 3R Aefaf@d geat & 3w o

a) 39 S & GAGROT-3effel 3l Y IR deal & AT IRT el & AT c7agR A seena A
dTET?

b) 30 TRE & Sgad Hl URT FI THT TR fhad HRPT T AAR HIAT PM? (20 3, 250 )

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal
Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020
9311740400, 9311740900 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy



https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy

@Forumlliy
MGP 2024 | General Studies | Test Code : 714235

(12 Questions | 250 Marks | Duration 3 Hours)

Q.8) A gaming website dedicated to chess has gained popularity in recent times due to its online
lessons and tips for improving skills in the game. You have recently started playing chess at the
platform. The platform provides you analysis of your games and suggests areas of improvement. The
online lessons have helped you improve your game a lot over a very short time. You are amazed at the
ability of competing with players of all levels of skills from across the world. While testing and
improving your chess skills on the platform, you have made friendship and acquaintances with many
competitive chess players from different parts of the world. Recently, you have been encountering
racial, religious and stereotypical remarks during the games from the other players. Initially you
ignored such things as childish tactics by an opponent to distract you from your gameplay. Later you
would try to engage with such people to dispel stereotypes. But increasingly such experiences are
making you sad and bitter. Now you block such people as you encounter them.

What started as a fun and stimulating experience for you has become a source of negativity in your
life. In your discussions with other people, you come to realize that they have also experienced similar
racial and religious slurs, and many people have left the platform to avoid the abusive experience.
You also sense that this is not an issue specific to this gaming website butis part of the generally seen
behaviour on social media. You used to consider online trolling as harmless puns that could not
create actual harm, but after experiencing its dark side as a victim you are realizing its negative
impact.

Given this information, what are your thoughts on the following :

a) How should one deal with the issues of on-line abuse such as in the case above? What options are
available to you?

b) What values should guide online behaviour? Do these values differ from values governing offline
conduct? (20 marks, 250 words)

AT I GATIA Teh ANHT Ja@TSC o &Tel & el & 319 3iieligeT ol AR Weol & wlerel Furet
& GATal & HROT ST ETIAT HT 1 3T &1l & F 3 Tolehld T Aol Welell Y& foham
€l g TolcHiA MU 3T Well T fARAVOT Feld T & IR FUR & &=l F1 goa & gl
ﬁmmﬁma@ﬁwwﬁm@ﬂaﬁqsm slaﬂd:frqu Hee @1 g1 39 gfaar
T & Tl T & Fiera ard [@anfeal & @y gfaeqe’ e HI &TAar ¥ Ifhd &1 Coehid 0T
3T QTS RIS P IET0T AR FUR A §, 39 gforan & Rafdesr fpeat & og afaedf
IS f@enfeat & T et 3R 9Ty gaw g g & H, 39YHr Jell & ek 3 Wenfsar &
AT, Tffieh 3R feardr feoufOral &l e YT 9s T 81 Y& A 39 39 Wl § &red
g & v gyfdeded! qarT JaeEl darel SR ISl & dAoR3iars farl a1 # 319 wgariear
R A & AT W AR @ S AT RAA | A RN W 3T IR g@lr 3R Hsar
§T W &1 39 3T X et F Ferd & 378 selfeh W & &

srraﬂqésﬁtrwwqumsdmoagraqaasmﬁqggmagmshaﬂﬁmmw
AT T AT §1 31T AR F T YR T3t H, TIH TdT Toidl § 5 3ogled o sHT Rg Hr
AT 3R enffier anforat & WA R §, 3R S ST AR HeTHT § T & T HY
oIS T& ¢ 3T T5 T FAeHH FA § % I§ 39 AHT Jqwse dF WA Jear 761 ¢, qfed Arrd
ST T 3MA R W W ST dTel cTaeR & REAT &1 319 3fiAerrsaT gifeiar &1 grieried geper
AT I S AEATAR JHAA el Tgar Tehll, Afched AT &b T H $Hh A TaT T 3T A
& d1G 3MYP SHS FhRIcHS THIT HT UgHNE &F @ ol
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sﬂmaﬁa@ﬁ:@,ﬁmﬁr@awmwﬁw%

a) Rl &1 3iATSe geddeR & HAeal & FA fAvear @Ry, ST & W & &@ reagd 7 g2
39 U HieT & fdehed 3Tty g2

b) 3HTeTellgeT TR I fohel FedT GaRT HAERIT fohaT ST =fRU? FAT & Hed Hhellgel HTEROT HI
AT et arel Hedt & et 87 (20 3fep, 250 ¥T<R)

Q.9) You are working as Director (Human Resource) in a software company. Various factors such as
economic slowdown in some of the major trade partners of India and disruptive technological
changes like generative Artificial Intelligence require rapid adaptive measures from businesses to
survive. The marketing department has reported that there is lack of demand for the services provided
by your company in the market and business-as-usual scenario could spell doom for the company.
Your company has decided to take a slew of measures to tread through a tough phase of the business
which include technological rejuvenation of the company and streamlining the workforce. A
significant number of employees in your organization are above fifty years of age and are finding it
difficult to adapt to the new working conditions and the rapid upskilling required by the company.
After proper training, the employees were subjected to a test, and a list was prepared of those who
are above fifty years of age and who did not do well in the test. You have been told by the board of
directors that they have plans to lay off approximately 25% of the employees. This is essential for the
efficiency and survival of the company. You have been given a list of employees who are to be laid off
and you have been told to communicate to them the decision of the company to terminate them.

In the above list, there is an employee who has been working in the company for twenty years. He is
known for his discipline, integrity, and loyalty to the company. His financial situation is not good at
present as he applied for personal loan a few months ago in order to meet the expenses of his ailing
father who was hospitalized. He is sole breadwinner of the family and has two dependent daughters.
Marriage of one of the daughters is scheduled for next month.

a) What are the ethical issues involved in the above case?

b) As the head of the HR department, what ethical dilemma do you face?

c) Do you think that the company’s decision is appropriate? According to you what should have been
the ideal course of action in the given scenario? (20 marks, 250 words)

39 U HFCAI Huell A A (HR) & Ug W FRRA &l ¥R & $O T IR AR 7
& HROT HIART HT SAfAd EA & AT Ao & efepelt 3UTAT T ATGRIHAT @it &1 faqorT fasmr
o ROiC & § [ S9IR & 39T 9 gaRT Yelel $T STt areil Jarit T ART H HAT § JR FIaa3-
Star-gAer aieed &uelt & fou faamesdy & adr g1 3ud Sl F Faa & FHfed ak ¥
fAuea & T *5 39 o F1 Faer Far § 9T FU & ddhelhT drahed AR SR @
Gegafeyd X ffer ¥ 3Mush TIes A HAARAT T Ueh Hgeaqul H&AT Ta a¥ & 31t 3mg
T ¢ 3R 3o a5 Frd FAfadt 3R FHuelr ganT 3raegs dsht & 3afEnfoer & segwd gia 7 Hfears
g W g1 3faa gfieor & a1, FFEIRAT F ve qlew & el TR 9, AR 39 Al A v
g R A oS S v a¥ @ e I3y & ¢ IR Segia ol A et gede ad R
ol fAGerS ASeT GaRT ST AT & fF 3o a1 AT 25% FHAIRAT H AT At
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¢ g el T et 3R AT F AT IraeTF g1 IR 3T ForarAr H g & 7 § Now

AR T APTeT FTT § IR IR 37 FUA G@RT 3eg AR T Aot & AU F IR F Ia=

& fow avgr = B

39ged gl A Th HHAR § S g st @ HUH A HH @ 1 98 AU IFAHA, SHACRY

AR Foelt & 9fd awerdy & foT S Srar g1 gdAe 7 3Ed fadr RRufa sl a1 § it

38 39 fIAR e & @ A QW A & AT F& AN gel SafFaard HOT & fav mdea frar

AT, S IFAAT H AT F| I8 IRAR HT UHAT HAW arell & 3R 3TFr ar ntaa sfear g1 afear

H § U HT A 3T AL gl el B

a) 3T HE AT H aifdes Hed . 872

b) AT FETHA 30T & gq@ & ®q H, 39 fha A gfawr & AHEAT ST gST 82

¢) ST 3T 37T § o el &1 A0 3fa 87 39 37aR fqu aw aRed & dRarg #1 3med
AT T glar arfgu AT? (20 3, 250 )

Q.10) Mr. A is travelling by road with his family to attend a marriage ceremony. His grandfather, who
is the head of the family, is also travelling with him. On the way to their destination, all of them stop
at a roadside restaurant for lunch. This is a well-known restaurant owned by one of the friends of Mr.
A. The place is known for its tasty and hygienic food.

However, the grandfather notices a picture on the wall of the restaurant and enquires about the
religion of the restaurant owner. Mr. A’s friend belongs to a religion different from his grandfather’s
religion. The grandfather has a negative attitude towards the religion of Mr. A’s friend, and he insists
that he will not eat in that restaurant. He demands that the entire family leave the restaurant
immediately, as they are travelling for a happy occasion and eating at this particular restaurant will
pollute them. Mr. A tries to calm down his grandfather and explain to him that religion has nothing to
do with purity or pollution. He also reasons that several travel magazines have rated the restaurant
highly, especially for its superior hygiene standards. Also, he points out that there is no restaurantin
the way for the next 100 km, and it will be difficult for all to make do without food for that long.
However, his arguments fall on deaf ears, and more specifically, his grandfather admonishes him for
bringing the family to the restaurant despite being aware of the religion of the owner. Mr. A’s friend
feels insulted and discriminated against due to his religion. Mr. A’s father is upset but refuses to say
anything out of respect for the grandfather. The entire family is embarrassed by the attitude of the
grandfather, and they are getting ready to leave the restaurant. Mr. A is confused regarding how he
should act in this situation.

a) What are the various ethical issues in the above case study?

b) Imagine yourself in the place of Mr. A. Evaluate the different courses of action available to you.
What is the most suitable course of action? (20 marks, 250 words)

A 397 IRGR & YT T fGag TARE H ANT o & fov @8F AR & IET #X © gl 300
arer, St 9RaR & AW §, o 3T A AT W @ E| I Aded & A& A, T Fql AU &
AT & T 5 fheadll Ueh {6 H Fhd 81 Tg AT A & arEdl H § T I I8y & g1 Ig
T 39T Tariese 3R Taeo Sie & faT S Srar &1 greifes, gereh o Wi f §laR | Th
TEIR & 3R WA & Alfoleh & 4 & TR F qodo H A A & QAed 39 gTaT & &3 ¥ 3ereT
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¢ A AAS &1 SIeel F 4T A & aed & 9 & Yfd JhRIcAS &7 §, 3R 98 IR R Fed §
fo 9 39 WA F @Er A @Ed| g5 AT A ¢ 6 U IRAR T WA oI5 &, FhifE 3 1
G & A R AT A @ 8 3R 0 AT 36T & WAl 3¢ Ygf¥d | AT A 39 grer H
N FA P R T § 3N 378 TS § B o7 7 Yeyar A Yguur ¥ FS AA-3a TG g
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a) ST ¥ NeATA A AT aifcter Hee 7 872

b) e HT A A HT SETE T IWH Hedell HITGTU| & 75 [AeeT SRR HI Hodichel HITTT| Tl
3YYF HIATET FAT 872 (20 3id, 250 )

Q.11) On a cold and foggy night in December, Arun and Seema, both unknown to each other, boarded
a train for Lucknow at the Delhi junction. Both were going to their home town on the weekend. It was
supposed to be a routine train journey of 7-8 hours. Arun, a first-year graduate from a reputed institute
in Delhi, aspires to join DRDO and make a career in the R&D field. Seema, a national-level volleyball
player, had dreams of joining the paramilitary forces. Both checked their tickets and got comfortable
in their respective seats in the coach S7.

The train gave the final horn and slowly started leaving the station. Amidst the chugging of the engine
and the train wheels clacking on the tracks, both Arun and Seema fall asleep. But as fate would have
it that night, a routine train journey turned out to be a nightmare for the passengers of coach S7,
including Arun and Seema. The train was on its scheduled two-minute halt at an outskirt station when
suddenly 4-5 robbers entered the coach S7. They asked all the passengers to hand over their
valuables without any fuss. None of the passengers could gather the courage to confront them, as
they had country-made pistols and sharp-edged weapons. But somehow, Arun and Seema mustered
the courage and resisted the robbers. The robbers threatened them with dire consequences and
asked them to comply with their command. But both remained adamant and even refused to hand
over their valuables to the robbers. To teach them a lesson and set an example for the other
passengers, both Arun and Seema were thrown out of the moving train. At that very moment, another
train was approaching on the parallel track, and both were hit by it; Arun lost his right arm, Seema lost
her left leg, and she had multiple fractures in the spinal cord.

Both met somewhat similar fates that night, but both faced the ‘tragedy’ that unfolded with themin a
completely different manner. In spite of full support from his family, Arun lost all hope and got
disenchanted with life. He couldn’t accept the new reality and went into depression. Also, the
thoughts of committing suicide would often come into his mind. Seema, on the other hand, after
completing her treatment, decided to pursue her dreams. She was also encouraged by his family and
friends to start a new life. She started training with a prosthetic leg and resumed playing volleyball.
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Notonly this, she decided to push boundaries and chose mountaineering. And around two years later,
she became the world's first female amputee to scale Mount Everest.

The stories of Arun and Seema highlight the importance of the adversity quotient. Butitis also evident
that different people possess different levels of adversity quotient. Based on your understanding of
the above case study, answer the following:

a) Examine the importance of the adversity quotient in life, citing examples. How can the adversity
quotient be developed?

b) As a friend of Arun, what suggestions would you give to him to overcome the aftermath of the
tragedy? (20 marks, 250 words)
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a)Wéﬁg@sﬁm#%ﬂ%ﬂmﬁqﬁmﬁﬁmlﬁaﬁ%aﬁ%m@ﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
e ST Fhar g2

b) 3%UT & AT & T A, 3T 3§ HHe & dIg & IRUIAT § IR F AT Fa1 gorra SA?
(20 31, 250 9reg)

Q.12) Nestled in the lap of the Himalayas, Purabkashi is a town located on the way to major pilgrimage
destinations. The town is traversed by a section of the Panch-Dham Road Project, whose objective is
to improve connectivity to the five major pilgrimage centers in the region. The project aims to develop
and widen nearly 900 km of national highways in the Himalayas, making journeys to these centers
safer, faster, and more convenient. The project is being constructed at a very high cost and is
expected to boost tourism in the region and reduce road accidents occurring in the hilly region. The
projectis also important from a security point of view, as these roads can act as strategic feederroads
that connect the border with the Army camps in the nearby areas. The roads may facilitate quicker
movement of troops and supplies and can serve as a strategic assetin connecting the border regions.
However, from the conception stage of the projectitself, various NGOs have raised several fault lines
regarding its environmental sustainability. It has been noted that the project may destroy about 690
hectares of forests, and an estimated 20 million cubic meters of soil need to be removed. Experts
raise concern that such a high-impact activity may aggravate erosion and destabilize the slopes.
Large-scale uprooting of vegetation can prove to be perilous for biodiversity and regional ecology.
Indiscriminate blasting during road construction creates cracks in soil and rocks that may enhance
the possibility of landslides and associated disasters in the future. In 2018, the project was
challenged in the Supreme Court by an NGO for its potential impact on the Himalayan ecology due to
felling trees, cutting hills, and dumping excavated material. The Supreme Court then constituted a
high-powered committee that warned against widening the road by 12 meters. It had suggested that
the widening stay between 5.5 and 7 meters. However, this recommendation by independent experts
was opposed by government officials and ultimately sidelined. The worst fears of the local and
scientific communities came true when about 40 workers got trapped inside a tunnel after the under-
construction tunnel structure collapsed in Purabkashi. Overnight, Purabkashi became the talk of the
country.

The project was awarded to the contractor, PQR Enterprises. Mr. Vinay Kumar, who has experience
completing many such projects in the past, was appointed as Project Director, overseeing the smooth
completion of the project and monitoring the contractor's work. Mr. Vinay is known for his honesty
and dedication. Prior to the mishap, he had successfully overseen this project to meet its timeline.
But after the mishap, the higher authorities are privately requesting the project director, Mr. Vinay, to
take responsibility for the mishap. To manage the growing resentment in the locality and nationwide,
he is being asked to step down as project director. But Mr. Vinay feels that he is being unfairly blamed.
To alleviate the pressure from the public, he is being scapegoated. The project had issues right from
the conception stage, given the ecological fragility of the region.

Various ecological experts and geological scientists think that the incident has exposed not only the
project's vulnerabilities but also the lapses in the safe tunnel construction mechanisms carried out,
like the failure to construct an escape tunnel. Several experts have pointed out this incident as a
warning for future disasters, as now questions have been raised about the fragility of the Himalayas
in sustaining massive infrastructure projects like the Panch-Dham project. The government, despite
many voices against the project, is treating the incident as an isolated incident and moving on with
the further construction of the project. There is a protest happening in the state with a demand by the
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people to consider the project’s environmental consequences and also the operations of the
contractor, PQR Enterprises, in the particular project.

a) What are the various ethical issues involved in the above case study?

b) As the head of the Panch-Dham Project, what are the options available to Mr. Vinay? Analyze the
advantages and disadvantages of each.

¢) In your opinion, between the twin objectives of development and conservation, what should be
given more priority and why? (20 marks, 250 words)
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