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Critically examine this statement, analyzing the key challenges in effectively enforcing child
labour laws in India. Discuss the socio-economic factors that contribute to the prevalence of
child labour and suggest comprehensive strategies beyond legislation to address this issue.

Introduction

Despite a robust legal framework prohibiting child labour in India, millions of children continue to work in
hazardous and exploitative conditions. The statement that “law is not the problem — enforcement is” aptly
reflects the gap between legislation and implementation. This enforcement deficit, combined with deep-rooted
socio-economic vulnerabilities, sustains the persistence of child labour.

Challenges in Enforcement of Child Labour Laws

India has several constitutional and legal safeguards—Article 24, Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act, 1986, and the RTE Act, 2009—that prohibit child labour. Yet the implementation is
fraught with systemic challenges:

1.

Weak Monitoring and Inspection Mechanisms: In 2021, only 613 cases were registered under the
Child Labour Act, reflecting underreporting and ineffective enforcement by labour inspectors.

Lack of Updated Data: The absence of Census 2021 and disaggregated data on rural/urban or gender-
wise working children hinders policy formulation and resource targeting.

Institutional Gaps: Coordination between child welfare bodies, education departments, and local
governments is often fragmented.

Judicial and Executive Apathy: While courts have often stepped in, executive agencies lack urgency
in conducting regular inspections or following up on rescued children’s rehabilitation.
Under-resourced Rehabilitation Schemes: Schemes like the National Child Labour Project
(NCLP) suffer from limited reach and inadequate rehabilitation support.

Socio-Economic Factors Fueling Child Labour

1.

Poverty and Survival Pressure: According to ILO, child labour is both a cause and consequence of
poverty. Children often work to supplement family incomes or ensure food security.

Lack of Quality Education: Inaccessible or poor-quality schooling, especially in rural and tribal areas,
pushes children into the workforce.

Caste, Class, and Gender Discrimination: Marginalized communities—Dalits, Adivasis, and
minorities—are overrepresented in the worst forms of labour.

Family Enterprises and Informal Sector: Nearly half of all working children are employed within
their own households or in the unregulated informal economy.

Migration and Urban Vulnerability: Children of migrant labourers often drop out of school due to
dislocation and enter the labour market informally.

Strategies Beyond Legislation

ik

Strengthening Enforcement Mechanisms: Increase labour inspectorate capacity, enable digital
surveillance systems, and implement third-party audits in high-risk industries.

Data Modernization: Conduct Census and create real-time dashboards to track vulnerable children
by geography, age, and sector.

Socio-Economic Upliftment: Expand PM Poshan, PM-KISAN, and MGNREGA to reduce dependence
on child income. Provide direct income support to families withdrawing children from work.
Community-Based Monitoring: Activate village-level child protection committees, and encourage
“Child-Friendly Villages” as practiced by civil society.
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5. Public Awareness Campaigns: Scale up impactful messaging like the Ogilvy India Labour Day ad to
change social attitudes and increase vigilance.

6. Education as a Tool of Liberation: Ensure universal access to quality schools, mid-day meals, and
free transport, especially in remote areas.

Conclusion

India’s fight against child labouris at a critical juncture. While the legal apparatus is adequate, implementation
suffers from administrative inertia, lack of data, and socio-economic neglect. A multi-pronged strategy
that integrates legal enforcement with education, economic support, community involvement, and societal
change is essential. Only then can India truly uphold the constitutional promise of dignity, equality, and
opportunity for every child in India@2047.

Elaborate on the operational mechanisms of modern air defence systems, highlighting the
key components and technologies involved. Analyze the significance of a robust air defence
network for India's national security, particularly in the context of effectively thwarting
aerial threats along its western border.

Introduction

Modern air defence systems (ADS) form the cornerstone of a nation’s military preparedness, especially in the
age of fast-evolving aerial threats such as stealth aircraft, drones, and ballistic missiles. The recent
neutralization of Pakistani aerial threats by Indian forces demonstrates the critical role of ADS in safeguarding
territorial integrity and enabling offensive operations.

Operational Mechanisms of Modern Air Defence Systems

Air defence systems are structured around a triad of functions: Detection, Tracking, and Interception, all
coordinated through a Command, Control, and Communication (C3) framework.

1. Detection: Utilises radar and satellite systems to identify aerial threats. Radars emit
electromagnetic waves and interpret their reflections to determine range, speed, and nature of the
threat. India employs systems like the Rohini, Arudhra, and AEW&CS platforms for early warning.

2. Tracking: Involves continuous monitoring of multiple aerial objects using infrared sensors, radar,
and laser rangefinders. Accurate tracking ensures discrimination between friend and foe.

3. Interception: Based on threat assessment, ADS deploy fighter interceptors, surface-to-air missiles
(SAMs), anti-aircraft artillery (AAA), or electronic warfare (EW). India uses a layered defence
strategy:

m Long-range: S-400 Triumf

m  Medium-range: Akash, Barak-8

m  Short-range: Spyder, MANPADS

m Interceptors: Rafale, Su-30MKI, MiG-29

4. Electronic Warfare (EW): Uses electromagnetic spectrum to jam or deceive enemy radar and
targeting systems. Acts as a non-kinetic method to neutralize drones and missiles.

Significance for India’s National Security
1. Thwarting Cross-border Aerial Threats: The recent skirmishes with Pakistan show how India’s ADS
effectively neutralized hostile air operations. Air superiority is critical along the western border,

where threats can escalate swiftly.
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2. Strategic Deterrence: A capable ADS dissuades adversaries from launching aerial strikes or
surveillance. Systems like S-400 create along-range shield, protecting strategic installations and cities.

3. Support for Ground and Air Operations: By securing airspace, ADS enables safe deployment of
ground forces, logistics, and surveillance assets. It is essential for paratroop insertions, UAV
operations, and supply drops in conflict zones.

4. Two-front Preparedness: With challenges from both Pakistan and China, integrated ADS ensures
quick multi-domain response capability.

5. Atmanirbhar Bharat in Defence: Indigenous systems like Akash, QRSAM, and EW modules reduce
dependency on imports and strengthen defence infrastructure.

Conclusion

A robust and multi-layered air defence system is pivotal to India’s national security architecture. Beyond its
defensive utility, it enables strategic operations and deterrence in an increasingly complex regional security
environment. Continued investment in indigenous technology, EW, Al integration, and coordinated command
structures will be vital to adapt to emerging threats and safeguard India's airspace sovereignty.

"Addressing India's malnutrition requires integrating nutrition into agriculture and
economic planning for sustainable, nutrition-sensitive food systems." Critically analyze this
approach. Briefly outline the key features of such food systems and discuss the challenges in
aligning agricultural and economic policies to combat malnutrition effectively in India.

Introduction

India, despite being a global agri-producer, continues to grapple with a “double burden of malnutrition” —
widespread undernutrition and micronutrient deficiencies, alongside a rising incidence of overnutrition
and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). According to NFHS-5 (2019-21), 35.5% of children under 5 are
stunted, 32.1% are underweight, and 57% of women of reproductive age are anemic. This underscores
the urgent need for integrating nutrition into agriculture and economic planning, aligning with the vision
of sustainable, nutrition-sensitive food systems.

Features of Sustainable, Nutrition-Sensitive Food Systems

1. Nutrition-sensitive Agriculture: Promotes biofortified, climate-resilient, and diverse crop
production (e.g., millets, pulses, orange-fleshed sweet potatoes), enhancing both dietary diversity and
food security.

2. Community-led Nutrition Models: Initiatives like Nutrition-Sensitive Community Planning
(NSCP) combine agriculture with WASH, soil conservation, and primary healthcare through bottom-
up governance.

3. School-Based Interventions: Models like Nutri-Pathshala integrate local agriculture with child
nutrition by sourcing biofortified grains for school meals, simultaneously supporting local farmers.

4. Enhanced Social Safety Nets: Expanding Public Distribution System (PDS) and mid-day meal
schemes with nutrient-rich, indigenous foods such as millets and legumes.

5. Private Sector Engagement: Promoting label transparency, food fortification, and plant-based
alternatives with supportive regulatory and incentive mechanisms.

6. Climate-smart Agriculture: Adopting agroecological practices, water-efficient systems, and drought-
resistant crops to improve sustainability and reduce vulnerability.
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7. Behavior Change Campaigns: Tools like ‘MyPlate Blast Off’ and radio outreach encourage informed
food choices, especially in digitally excluded regions.

8. Place-based Innovation: As highlighted by TERI-FOLU’s Himalayan studies, local food networks
and decentralized processing systems link farmers, processors, and consumers for improved nutrition.

Critical Analysis of the Approach

This integrated approach is holistic, aligns with SDGs 2 (Zero Hunger), 3 (Good Health), and 12 (Responsible
Consumption), and addresses systemic issues in India’s fragmented food and health systems. However, its
success depends on inter-sectoral coordination, behavioural shifts, and strong institutional mechanisms.

Strengths:
1. Enhances food diversity and micronutrient intake.
2. Builds resilience against climate and economic shocks.
3. Empowers local communities and MSMEs through inclusive planning.

Limitations:
1. Policy Fragmentation: Disconnect between agriculture, health, and economic ministries impedes
convergence.

2. Institutional Capacity: Implementing decentralised, place-specific interventions requires skilled
human resources and data systems.

3. Market and Incentive Structures: Current agricultural subsidies and MSPs favour cereal-centric
production, discouraging crop diversification.

4. Private Sector Resistance: Food industry’s focus on ultra-processed products resists shift towards
health-centric models.

Challenges in Aligning Agriculture and Economic Policies

1. Cereal-Centric Green Revolution Legacy: Focus on rice and wheat has overshadowed coarse grains
and pulses, distorting nutritional outcomes.

2. Lack of Incentives for Diversification: Minimal price support and market linkages for nutrition-
dense crops deter farmer adoption.

3. Inadequate Post-Harvest Infrastructure: Poor storage and processing capacity leads to food loss
and deterioration in nutrient quality.

4. Awareness Deficit: Limited consumer knowledge about healthy diets hampers demand for nutritious
food.

5. Economic Vulnerabilities: Over 55% of Indians cannot afford a nutritious diet (FAO, 2022), with
rising food costs exacerbating inequalities.

6. Data Gaps: Lack of local-level nutrition data inhibits effective planning and monitoring.

Conclusion

India’s malnutrition challenge is multidimensional, requiring a paradigm shift where nutrition becomes the
anchor of food, health, and economic policy. Sustainable, nutrition-sensitive food systems hold
transformative potential but demand coherent policy frameworks, cross-sectoral accountability, and
community-driven innovation. Nutrition must guide how we shape food systems, economies, and policies.
The time to act is now.
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Critically evaluate this statement. Discuss the potential benefits and key elements that
should be included in a comprehensive National Security Doctrine for India. Analyze the
challenges and considerations involved in formulating and implementing such a doctrine in
India's complex geopolitical environment.

Introduction

India, surrounded by two nuclear-armed adversaries—China and Pakistan, and challenged by internal
security threats like terrorism and insurgency, lacks a codified National Security Doctrine (NSD). Despite
having a robust military and nuclear capability, India’s approach to national security has remained reactive and
fragmented. The growing complexity of India’s strategic environment necessitates a doctrinal framework that
provides clarity, consistency, and direction across all dimensions of national security.

Why India Needs a National Security Doctrine

1.

Strategic Coherence: A doctrine ensures clear end-goals, offering consistency in national security
responses beyond political cycles. As seen with India's 2003 Nuclear Doctrine, defined principles like
“No First Use” and “massive retaliation” gave strategic predictability.

Proactive Threat Mitigation: As the article rightly questions: “Should we only thwart attacks or
ensure they don’t happen at all?” A doctrine helps anticipate threats and integrate preventive
strategies.

Multi-dimensional Security Framework: Security today goes beyond military — encompassing
cyber, economic, environmental, and internal security domains. A doctrine aligns all sectors under
a unified strategic vision.

Deterrence and Credibility: With clear red lines and response mechanisms, a doctrine enhances
deterrence, sending unambiguous signals to adversaries.

Civil-Military Synergy: It bridges the gap between political leadership and military strategy, ensuring
alignment and institutional clarity in crisis situations.

Key Elements of a Comprehensive National Security Doctrine

1.

Strategic Objectives and Threat Perception: Define India’s long-term interests, adversaries, and
spectrum of threats (state, non-state, hybrid).

Use of Force Policy: Codify rules of engagement across domains—terrorism, border conflicts, nuclear
posture, and cyber threats.

Diplomacy and Soft Power: Integrate cultural diplomacy, diaspora policy, and strategic
communications as tools of influence, akin to Emperor Ashoka’s Buddhist outreach or Chanakya’s
Mandala theory.

Internal Security Architecture: Address insurgency, radicalization, organized crime, and communal
strife through coordinated intelligence, policing, and governance.

Cyber and Technological Security: Articulate protocols for cyber defence, Al deployment, data
security, and misinformation management.

Economic and Energy Security: Link trade, critical minerals, energy supply chains, and infrastructure
protection with strategic autonomy.

Disaster and Environmental Security: Incorporate climate resilience, pandemic preparedness, and
natural disaster response.

Challenges in Formulation and Implementation

1.

Political Hesitancy: Fear of militarization or aggressive posturing deters governments from
formalizing doctrine.
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2. Bureaucratic Fragmentation: Security responsibilities are diffused across ministries, leading to
policy incoherence.

3. Dynamic Threat Landscape: Evolving hybrid warfare, grey zone tactics, and proxy actors complicate
doctrinal rigidity.

4. Civil-Military Divide: Absence of a Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)-led joint doctrine formulation
mechanism limits synergy.

5. Democratic Transparency vs. Strategic Secrecy: Balancing public accountability with operational
confidentiality is a delicate task.

Conclusion

As the article argues, India’s strategic culture must evolve from reactive romanticism to proactive
realism. A well-crafted National Security Doctrine will not be a rigid playbook but a dynamic framework of
core principles, adapting to changing realities. China, without fighting wars, has advanced its interests through
doctrinal clarity. India must follow suit—not just to win wars, but to prevent them and secure enduring peace.
The time for a comprehensive and integrated National Security Doctrine is now.

"Women are crucial to sustaining grassroots movements, yet often excluded from
leadership.” Critically examine this observation regarding social and political movements in
India. Briefly discuss the types of contributions women make and analyze the reasons for
their underrepresentation in decision-making. Suggest ways to foster greater inclusion of
women in leadership roles within these movements.

Introduction

Women have historically played a central role in grassroots social, environmental, and political movements
across India — from the Chipko Movement in the 1970s to the anti-mining protests in Odisha and anti-
nuclear struggles in Tamil Nadu. Yet, despite being the backbone of mobilization, women are often invisible
in leadership and decision-making spaces. This contradiction points to a persistent gender imbalance in
participatory democracy and civic activism.

Women’s Contributions to Grassroots Movements

1. Organizing and Sustaining Mobilizations: Women organize logistics, care work,and communication
for protests, often while managing domestic responsibilities. E.g, Adivasi women in Dewas
(Jharkhand) and Sijimali (Odisha) are on the frontlines of anti-mining resistance.

2. Community-Based Knowledge: Women contribute traditional ecological knowledge crucial to
sustainable development and climate resilience. E.g., In Tamil Nadu'’s fishing communities, women
understand coastal ecosystem dynamics and resource cycles.

3. Symbolic and Moral Leadership: Women bring legitimacy and emotional resonance to movements,
often drawing international attention, as Medha Patkar did in the Narmada Bachao Andolan.

4. Grassroots Advocacy and Education: Conduct door-to-door campaigns, train communities, and
disseminate legal and environmental information, as seen in the anti-Kudankulam movement.

Reasons for Underrepresentation in Leadership
1. Patriarchal Norms and Gender Bias: Women are often viewed as caregivers or emotional
supporters, not as strategic leaders. FPIC (Free, Prior and Informed Consent) meetings are dominated
by male voices.
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2. LackofLegal Recognition: Land titles and compensation are frequently issued in the names of male
household heads, excluding women from formal ownership and associated decision-making.

3. Structural Exclusion in Laws and Institutions: Even laws like Forest Rights Act (2006) and PESA
(1996) are poorly implemented in gender-sensitive ways. Gram Sabhas are often male-dominated,
despite women'’s legal rights to participate.

4. Socioeconomic Constraints: Mobility restrictions, illiteracy, and time poverty due to unpaid domestic
labour prevent women from accessing public forums and leadership roles.

5. Tokenism in Representation: Women’s inclusion is often symbolic, without genuine empowerment
or decision-making authority.

Suggestions for Greater Inclusion in Leadership

1. Gender-Sensitive Consultation Mechanisms: Schedule community meetings at times accessible to
women. Create women-only spaces to ensure safe, confident participation.

2. Legal and Policy Reforms: Mandate joint land ownership and ensure women's inclusion in
rehabilitation and compensation boards.

3. Recognition of Informal Leadership: NGOs and movement allies must recognize women’s behind-
the-scenes work and actively promote them to public-facing roles.

4. Capacity Building and Literacy: Invest in leadership training, legal literacy, and communication
skills for grassroots women leaders.

5. Mainstream Women’s Knowledge in Climate Policy: Integrate women's ecological knowledge in
climate adaptation and environmental governance frameworks.

6. Role Models and Visibility: Highlight and amplify stories of women leaders in media, public policy,
and academia.

Conclusion

As the article aptly notes, women'’s roles in movements are “not of victimhood, but of vision.” Excluding them
from leadership denies movements their full strength and undermines democratic development. A truly
inclusive movement must go beyond participation and ensure women lead — not just march. Recognizing
and institutionalizing women’s leadership is not only a matter of justice, but essential for sustainable,
equitable progress.

Discuss the potential benefits of the UK-India FTA for the Indian textile industry. Briefly
analyze the key adjustments and strategic realignments the sector needs to undertake in
terms of aesthetics, quality, and practices to effectively capitalize on these opportunities in
the global market.

Introduction

The India-UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA), signed on May 6, 2025, marks a significant milestone in bilateral
trade, offering zero-tariff access to Indian textile and apparel exports. The Indian textile and apparel (T&A)
sector, which employs over 45 million people, stands to benefit immensely from this preferential treatment
in one of the world’s most sophisticated consumer markets.

Potential Benefits of the FTA for the Indian Textile Industry
1. Zero-Duty Market Access: The removal of UK’s pre-FTA average tariffs of 11-12% on Indian apparel
gives Indian products a competitive edge over global rivals like Bangladesh and China.
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Expansion in High-End Markets: The UK is a $26.9 billion apparel importer, with India holding just
6% market share ($1.19 billion). The FTA can potentially double India’s share, enabling
diversification beyond traditional markets.

Boost to Labour-Intensive Exports: Labour-intensive sectors like footwear, toys, and textiles gain
through increased job creation and production volumes.

Increased Global Visibility: The FTA could elevate India’s status as a credible alternative to China,
especially with rising anti-China trade sentiment in Western economies.

Blueprint for Future FTAs: The success of this deal can strengthen India’s negotiating position in
FTAs with the EU and US, which collectively import over $277 billion worth of apparel.

Key Adjustments and Strategic Realignments Required

1.

Fast-track PM MITRA Parks: Integrated textile parks in Gujarat and Tamil Nadu must be

operationalised to create efficient, export-oriented hubs.

2. CorrectInverted GST on MMFs: MMF garments, crucial for athleisure and activewear, face higher
input taxes than finished products. GST rationalisation is imperative to enhance competitiveness.

3. Export Compliance Simplification: Eliminate bureaucratic hurdles in export documentation and
subsidies, especially for MSMEs.

4. Modernisation of Value Chain: Address the fragmented production structure — cotton in Gujarat,
yarn in Tamil Nadu, garments elsewhere — to reduce logistical delays (India’s delivery time is 63
days vs. 50 days in Bangladesh).

5. Global Fashion Alignment: India must adapt to fast fashion cycles and consumer aesthetics of UK
and EU markets through design innovation and trend responsiveness.

6. Compliance and Sustainability Standards: Prepare for EU’s Corporate Sustainability Due
Diligence Directive (CSDDD) by 2029. Supply chains must integrate ESG compliance, traceability,
and green audits.

7. Shift to High-Value Segments: Invest in functional fabrics, MMF-based apparel, and technical
textiles, which dominate global high-margin segments.

8. Plug into Global Retail Chains: Build B2B capabilities to become preferred suppliers for large UK
retailers by adhering to quality, cost, and speed standards.

Conclusion

The India-UK FTA offers a rare, transformative opportunity for India’s textile sector to reclaim its historical
prominence. However, trade deals alone are not sufficient. Structural reforms in policies, alignment with
global aesthetics, and modernised practices must follow. As aptly stated, “a stitch in time saves nine” — for
India’s textile industry, this is the moment to act decisively and strategically to weave a globally competitive

future.

While often conflated, 'clientelism,’' 'patronage,’ and 'freebies’ represent distinct political
practices with varying consequences for democratic governance. Critically analyze this
statement, briefly differentiating between these terms in the Indian political context. Discuss
how their conflation can obscure the specific harms they pose to fair elections and equitable
political relationships.

Introduction
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India’s vibrant democracy is marked by intense electoral competition and widespread use of welfare and
resource distribution as electoral strategies. Terms such as clientelism, patronage, and freebies are frequently
used interchangeably in political discourse. However, they reflect distinct political practices, each with
different democratic implications. Conflating them risks overlooking the actual harm to political fairness
and voter autonomy, especially in the context of informal clientelistic transactions.

Key Differences in the Indian Context

Feature Clientelism Patronage Freebies
Nature Short-term electoral exchange | Long-term Universal or group-
institutionalized loyalty | based distribution
Mode of Delivery Targeted; informal; monitored | Institutional (jobs, loans, | Formal schemes; DBT;
licenses) minimal
intermediaries
Expectations Reciprocity in vote/support Continued loyalty; | No enforced
repeated benefits reciprocity
Monitoring Local brokers/karyakartas Party machinery, social | Limited or no
networks monitoring
Examples Money, liquor, gifts during | Government jobs for | Free bus rides,
polls supporters bicycles, DBT to
women

Consequences for Democratic Governance

A. Clientelism
1. Undermines voter autonomy through coercive or manipulative exchanges.
2. Creates asymmetrical power dynamics (rich politicians vs. poor voters).
3. Promotes corruption, vote-buying, and short-termism.
4. Secretballotin India limits strict enforcement, but informal pressure remains.

B. Patronage
1. Weakens institutional neutrality (e.g., politicization of public sector jobs).
2. Encourages nepotism and undermines merit-based governance.
3. Builds dependency on political actors for access to entitlements.
4. Reinforces caste and resource hierarchies.

C. Freebies
1. Canimprove inclusion and welfare outcomes (e.g., girls’ education, women’s mobility).
2. Do notrely on direct vote monitoring or retribution.
3. Often criticized as populist but can be pro-poor and transformative.
4. Delivered via DBT, reducing the role of middlemen and political brokers.

The Problem of Conflation
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1. Overshadowing informal coercive practices: Conflating all as “freebie politics” diverts focus from
clientelism, which is informal and harder to regulate.

2. Misjudging welfare initiatives: Equating genuine welfare schemes with vote-buying delegitimizes
inclusive social policies.

3. Policy paralysis and judicial overreach: Risk of courts or Election Commission clamping down on
beneficial schemes under pressure to curb populism.

4. Missed reforms: Formal schemes are auditable and reformable, while clientelistic transfers evade
scrutiny and remain opaque.

Conclusion

Clientelism, patronage, and freebies occupy different spaces in India's democratic landscape. A nuanced
understanding is essential for diagnosing their respective threats to fair elections and good governance.
Conflating them not only weakens democratic critique but also risks discrediting policies that enhance
social equity and state accountability. Policymakers and scholars must disaggregate these practices to
enable meaningful reforms in electoral conduct and welfare delivery.

The International Maritime Organization's (IMO) Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC) recently addressed shipping industry emissions. Critically analyze the
key decisions taken at the 83rd session of the IMO's MEPC regarding shipping emissions.
Briefly discuss the positions and responses of the U.S., oil-exporting nations, traditional
maritime powerhouses, and India to these decisions.

Introduction

The shipping industry accounts for approximately 2.8% of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
amounting to around one billion metric tonnes annually. If it were a country, global shipping would rank as
the sixth-largest emitter. Recognizing this, the 83rd session of the IMO’s Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC) deliberated on adopting a Market-Based Measure (MBM) to address emissions. The
meeting was a turning point, proposing the world’s first mandatory global carbon levy framework for
shipping.

Key Decisions at MEPC-83

1. Adoption of a Hybrid MBM Model: MEPC-83 voted (63 in favour, 16 against, 22 abstentions) to adopt
Singapore’s proposal, which was based on India’s ‘bridging mechanism’. This model incorporates
a Greenhouse Gas Fuel Standard (GFS), combining penalties for underperformance and rewards for
surplus emission savings.

2. Rewarding Green Transition: The adopted framework encourages the use of Zero or Near-Zero
(ZNZ) fuels, aligning emissions intensity targets with IMO’s 2023 GHG Strategy, which aims for net-
zero emissions by 2050.

3. Pending Ratification and Challenges: The decision now awaits formal ratification via an
amendment to Annex VI of the MARPOL Convention, requiring a two-thirds majority and no
significant objections (covering 50% of global shipping tonnage) for adoption.

Global Responses
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1. United States: The U.S. under the Trump-era climate disengagement did not participate in the MEPC
deliberations. It warned of “reciprocal measures” against the EU-backed carbon levy, reflecting deep
resistance to uniform global regulations.

2. Oil-Exporting Nations: Led by Saudi Arabia, these nations opposed strong measures fearing threats to
fossil fuel markets. They argued for preserving hydrocarbon-centric shipping, prioritizing market
protection over climate goals.

3. Traditional Maritime Powerhouses: Countries like Greece expressed skepticism, questioning the
economic feasibility of carbon levies. Norway and Scandinavia, having invested in early decarbonization,
demanded a surplus credit system to reward past efforts.

India’s Position:
1. India proposed a “bridging mechanism”, focusing the levy only on under-compliant ships while
rewarding ZNZ fuel use.
2. India played a pivotal diplomatic role, co-steering the final hybrid model adopted by the MEPC.
3. As per UNCTAD, India's trade impact will remain modest until 2030 (4.98-8.09% increase in costs),
while green hydrogen investments under the National Hydrogen Mission may turn India into a
global clean fuel exporter.

Conclusion

The MEPC-83 decision is notyetfinal, butit marks a critical milestone in climate governance. Ifimplemented,
it would make shipping the first truly global sector governed by binding emissions regulations. While
opposition from fossil fuel lobbies and maritime traditionalists poses challenges, the new framework has the
potential to reshape global maritime trade and position India as a key green shipping stakeholder in the
coming decades.

Discuss the key objectives of the Right to Repair movement in India and explain the
significance of the Repairability Index. Briefly describe 'planned obsolescence’ in
electronics. Highlight the key differences in the Right to Repair movement between the U.S.
and India, and outline the responses of consumer advocates and electronic manufacturers to
the Repairability Index. (500 words)

Introduction

The Right to Repair (RtR) movement advocates for consumers’ ability to repair and modify their own
electronic products or access independent repair services at fair costs. As India confronts the dual challenge of
rising e-waste and limited durability of modern appliances, the movement has gained policy traction with
the introduction of the Repairability Index (RI) by the Department of Consumer Affairs in 2025.

Objectives of the Right to Repair Movement in India
1. Empower Consumer Choice: To provide users the autonomy to repair products independently or
through third-party services, rather than being restricted to proprietary repair networks.
2. Promote Sustainability: Reduce electronic waste (e-waste) by extending the lifespan of devices and
appliances through accessible and affordable repair.
3. Encourage a Circular Economy: Enhance reuse, recycling, and material recovery, aligning with
India’s broader sustainability goals and SDG-12 on responsible consumption.
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4. Reduce Repair Monopolies: Prevent manufacturers from monopolizing repairs by hoarding spare
parts, restricting manuals, or penalizing third-party servicing.

5. Boost Local Employment: Support India’s informal sector and skilled technicians, especially in Tier
2 and Tier 3 cities.

Significance of the Repairability Index
1. The Repairability Index (RI), developed by a government-appointed committee, scores electronic
products based on factors like: Availability of spare parts, cost and ease of repair, access to repair manuals

and software update policies

2. The index aims to inform consumers at the point of purchase and pressure manufacturers to design
more repair-friendly products without impeding innovation or ease of doing business.

Understanding Planned Obsolescence in Electronics

1. Planned obsolescence refers to the intentional design of products with a limited lifespan, compelling
consumers to replace them rather than repair them. This can involve: Lower durability components,
inaccessible spare parts and software lock-ins

2. InIndia, factors such as rising metal costs, reduced copper content, and cost-cutting manufacturing
have aggravated this issue. As noted by industry experts, older appliances last longer compared to newer

models which often fail prematurely.

Differences in the Right to Repair Movement: U.S. vs India

Aspect United States India

Tone Confrontational Collaborative

Focus Anti-monopoly, consumer rights Manufacturer-authorised  repair
ecosystem

Laws State-level RtR laws passed (e.g, New | Central RtR portal; voluntary

York) framework

Pressure points Litigation, consumer protests Committee-led consultations

Repair Networks Push for third-party inclusion Emphasis on authorised service
centres

In the U.S,, legislations often challenge corporate monopolies (e.g., Apple, John Deere), while India’s DoCA
approach is non-confrontational, focusing on building frameworks and digital platforms.

Responses to the Repairability Index
1. Consumer Advocates: While welcoming the RI as a step forward, they seek greater inclusion of
independent repair services, as highlighted by Pushpa Girimaji, who condemned the refusal of lift

repair services as exploitative.
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2. Manufacturers: Generally resistant, citing concerns over loss of revenue, intellectual property,
and safety standards. Globally, firms have lobbied against similar measures (e.g., McDonald’s-Taylor
ice cream machine issue).

However, the RI committee’s inclusion of consumer voices hints at a balanced approach, unlike the RtR portal
that previously favoured manufacturers.

Conclusion

India’s Right to Repair movement represents a critical juncture in ensuring consumer rights,
environmental responsibility, and economic equity. The Repairability Index, if transparently implemented
and linked with product labelling and public awareness, can become a transformative tool for both the
market and environmental justice. Going forward, greater legal backing and public participation will be
essential for the RtR framework to achieve its full potential.

Critically examine the potential of foreign university branch campuses to deliver quality
education in India. Briefly discuss the key challenges these institutions face, particularly
concerning academic identity, marketing strategies, and the development of adequate
campus infrastructure. (UPSC - GS I1/Essay, 500 words)

Introduction

The establishment of foreign university branch campuses (FUBCs) in India, following the University Grants
Commission’s (UGC) 2023 regulations, represents a transformative shift in the higher education landscape. It
aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020's vision of internationalising Indian education and
attracting global academic talent. Institutions like Deakin University, University of Wollongong, and the Illinois
Institute of Technology have already received approval or initiated operations. While these developments
promise enhanced global exposure and academic diversity, they raise critical concerns about quality,
sustainability, and relevance.

Potential to Deliver Quality Education

1. Academic Innovation: FUBCs can introduce global pedagogical practices, interdisciplinary learning,
and updated curricula in high-demand sectors like Al, Data Science, and Business Analytics.

2. Research Collaboration: Through partnerships like [IT-Bombay-Monash and IIT-Delhi-University of
Queensland, these campuses can facilitate cutting-edge joint research and knowledge exchange.

3. Cost-effective Global Access: They offer Indian students access to international degrees at
significantly lower costs compared to studying abroad, reducing brain drain.

4. Faculty Development & Exposure: Indian academics may benefit from collaborative teaching, global
best practices, and improved professional development opportunities.

5. Boost to India’s Education Hub Status: By hosting reputed foreign institutions, India strengthens its
ambition of becoming a regional education hub, attracting students from neighbouring and Global
South countries.

Key Challenges Facing Foreign Branch Campuses

1. Academic Identity Crisis: Many foreign universities entering India are mid-tier institutions in their home
countries, not globally top-ranked. Their overemphasis on market-driven, narrow courses (Business, IT,
Analytics) risks making them indistinguishable from India’s better private universities like Ashoka, Shiv Nadar
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or OP Jindal. The lack of comprehensive offerings or research focus limits academic credibility and erodes
the brand’s value.

2. Marketing vs Substance: Several new FUBCs rely excessively on digital branding campaigns, positioning
themselves through glossy websites and social media rather than showcasing robust academic credentials. This
creates a gap between perception and reality. Discerning students and parents increasingly demand
transparency on faculty profiles, curriculum quality, placements, and accreditation. Without academic depth,
such ventures risk being labelled as diploma mills.

3. Inadequate Campus Infrastructure: Many branch campuses operate out of rented commercial buildings
lacking green spaces, laboratories, sports grounds, and student engagement zones. Unlike India’s traditional
universities with vibrant campuses (e.g., IITs, central universities), such environments fail to provide holistic
development. Lack of proper “soft infrastructure” such as counselling services, libraries, and hostel facilities
can impact student satisfaction and institutional legitimacy.

Way Forward

1. Careful Vetting and Local Relevance: India must evaluate branch proposals based on research
capacity, faculty quality, and alignment with national academic priorities, not just brand name.

2. Regulatory Safeguards: UGC must ensure academic quality assurance frameworks including periodic
audits, accreditation, and student feedback mechanisms.

3. Substance Over Marketing: Emphasis must be placed on faculty investment, student support, and
long-term academic partnerships rather than short-term promotional strategies.

4. Infrastructure Development: Foreign universities should commit to purpose-built campuses to
ensure parity with Indian institutions and foster a vibrant student life.

5. Inclusive Access and Affordability: Fee structures must balance financial viability with accessibility
for a broad segment of Indian students, avoiding elitist exclusivity.

Conclusion

While foreign university branch campuses hold the promise of enriching India’s higher education ecosystem,
their success depends on substance, not just symbolism. Without robust academic vision, meaningful campus
life, and regulatory oversight, these institutions risk becoming transient ventures. For FUBCs to truly deliver
quality education, they must complement—not compete with—India’s existing educational excellence and
align with the nation’s inclusive and knowledge-driven aspirations under NEP 2020.

"The Supreme Court's recent ruling underscores the crucial link between principled
criminalization and responsible police action.” Examine this statement in the context of
India's criminal justice system. Discuss what constitutes 'principled criminalization' and
explain how the police, as a pivot, play a vital role in ensuring its effective and just
implementation.

Introduction

The Supreme Court’s judgment in Imran Pratapgarhi vs State of Gujarat has brought to light the critical
relationship between principled criminalization and the conduct of law enforcement agencies. In a democratic
polity governed by the rule of law, criminalization is not merely a matter of codifying crimes but a careful and
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constitutionally guided process. Its legitimacy rests equally on how laws are enforced, and who enforces them
— in India’s case, largely the police.

Understanding Principled Criminalization

Criminalization refers to the state’s authority to label an act as a crime and impose punishment. But this
power is not unfettered. Principled criminalization involves ensuring that only conduct which:

1. Violates significant public or collective interests,

2. Constitutes violent harm against others, or

3. Violates an individual’s right to non-intervention, is made punishable under the law.

These principles, articulated by legal scholars like Tatjana Hérnle and Victor Tadros, are visible in India’s
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), which seeks to decriminalize minor wrongdoings and restrict overreach.
However, the actual criminalization of individuals—through arrests, charges, and prosecutions—is governed
by procedural law and the discretion of enforcement agencies, particularly the police.

Role of Police in Operationalizing Criminalization

1. Under India’s criminal justice system, the police are the first point of contact between the state and
the citizen when it comes to enforcing criminal law. Their functions include: detecting crimes, registering FIRs,
conducting investigations and arresting suspects.

2. Thus, the police act as the pivot of criminalization. However, their vast discretionary powers can
lead to either responsible enforcement or arbitrary action.

3. A notable safeguard is found in Section 173(3) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).
It allows police to delay FIR registration and instead conduct a 14-day preliminary inquiry for offences
punishable with 3-7 years of imprisonment—particularly when such conduct involves the exercise of
constitutional rights like free speech.

Case Study: Imran Pratapgarhi vs State of Gujarat

1. The case involved the registration of an FIR against a Member of Parliament for posting a poem online,
allegedly inflammatory in nature. The Supreme Court quashed the FIR, citing the police's failure to conduct
a preliminary inquiry, as required under Section 173(3) of BNSS.

2. The Court observed that unwarranted police action risks criminalizing protected speech, and
emphasized that procedural safeguards are not optional but mandatory, especially in cases touching upon
fundamental rights.

Why Responsible Policing Matters
1. Prevents misuse of criminal law against dissent

2. Upholds individual liberties in line with Article 19 of the Constitution
3. Ensures criminal law serves as a tool of justice, not repression
4. Maintains public trustin institutions of law enforcement
5. Prevents over-criminalization, which clogs the justice system
Way Forward

1. Capacity-building and legal training for police personnel on BNSS and constitutional safeguards
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2. Stricter judicial oversight of preliminary inquiries
3. Implementation of accountability frameworks through Police Acts and citizen oversight
4. Technology-enabled transparent investigation and documentation mechanisms

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s ruling in Imran Pratapgarhi reaffirms that criminal law is only as fair as its
enforcement. While substantive laws may be well-crafted, their spirit is defeated if procedural safeguards are
ignored. The police, as the operational front of the criminal justice system, must embrace their role not just as
law enforcers but as guardians of constitutional rights. Responsible police action, aligned with principled
criminalization, is vital for a just and democratic India.

"Operation Sindoor showcased the efficacy of indigenously developed defence technology.”
Critically evaluate this statement, highlighting specific examples of 'Made in India' defence
technology reportedly utilized in Operation Sindoor and analyzing their demonstrated
capabilities and strategic significance.

Introduction

Operation Sindoor marked a pivotal moment notjustin India's strategic defence posture butalso in showcasing
the maturity of its indigenous defence ecosystem. The operation, executed with surgical precision and
overwhelming effectiveness, reflected the technological advancements driven by institutions like DRDO, ISRO,
BEL, and BDL, under the umbrella of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. From air defence systems to missiles and
unmanned aerial systems, Operation Sindoor demonstrated that India is transitioning from a major defence
importer to a self-reliant technological power.

Key ‘Made in India’ Defence Technologies Used

1. Akash Missile System: The Akash surface-to-air missile system was instrumental in neutralising aerial
threats during the operation. With over 96% indigenous content, its design integrates a Rajendra radar for
multi-target engagement, a C41 architecture for seamless coordination, and ECM capabilities for resilience
against electronic attacks. It provided a robust air defence cover alongside systems like the S-400, establishing
India’s indigenous SAM systems as combat-proven and strategically viable.

2. Guidance and Navigation Systems: Pinpointaccuracy in targeting terrorist camps and enemy airbases was
made possible through NavIC—the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System—and a constellation of Earth
observation satellites such as Cartosat, RISAT, and EOS. These systems enabled sub-metre targeting accuracy
and minimized collateral damage, underscoring the strategic integration between India’s space assets and
military operations. The operation proved the efficacy of space-based reconnaissance and navigation in
modern warfare.

3. Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs): Although not officially confirmed, DRDO-developed Directed Energy
Weapons likely played a role in neutralizing incoming drone swarms. These systems use high-energy laser or
microwave beams to disable aerial targets. Their probable deployment during the operation reflects India’s
entry into next-generation warfare and validates earlier investments made through the Ministry of Defense’s
prioritization of DEW as a key focus area since 2022.
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4. Indigenous Radar Systems: A wide array of indigenously developed radar systems such as the Rajendra
radar, Rohini 3D, LLTR, and low-level transportable radars formed the backbone of India’s multi-layered air
defence grid. These radars enabled real-time surveillance, early warning, and seamless integration with missile
and gun systems, proving their tactical and operational worth during hostile engagements.

5. Upgraded Bofors Guns: Legacy Bofors anti-aircraft guns were deployed effectively, especially in J&K, to
intercept drones. Indigenous upgrades—such as integration with electro-optical sensors and automated
tracking—enhanced their precision and responsiveness. This demonstrated India’s capacity to modernise
existing systems to contemporary standards, reducing dependence on new imports while boosting defence
readiness.

6. Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs): The operation featured Indian UAVs penetrating deep into enemy
territory, reportedly targeting key sites in PoK and Lahore. Developed by entities like the National Aerospace
Laboratories (NAL) and defence start-ups, these drones showcased India’s indigenous offensive drone
capabilities. The deployment underlined the role of UAVs in asymmetrical warfare and the need to invest
further in man-machine teaming.

Strategic and Policy Implications

1. Operational Autonomy: Indigenous systems ensured self-reliant mission execution without foreign
dependencies or logistical delays.

2. Technological Edge: India matched, if not exceeded, Pakistan’s retaliatory capabilities with superior
precision and defence layers.

3. Deterrence Credibility: Op Sindoor reaffirmed India's ability to carry out calibrated strikes with
minimal collateral damage—a responsible nuclear power with technological sophistication.

4. Push for Indigenous R&D: Success validates sustained investments in DRDO’s Integrated Guided
Missile Development Programme (IGMDP), Anusandhan Chintan Shivir, and other indigenous
programmes.

Challenges and the Way Forward
1. Supply Chain Vulnerabilities: Some components (e.g., semiconductors) are still imported—posing
risks under sanctions or geopolitical shocks.
2. Private Sector Role: Needs more integration with MSMEs and start-ups to scale up production and
innovation cycles.
3. Capacity Building: India must build manufacturing redundancy, cyber-resilience, and next-gen tech
like Al-enabled warfare and hypersonics.

Conclusion

Operation Sindoor serves as a landmark in India's defence self-reliance journey, validating decades of
indigenous research, innovation, and policy push under Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Technologies like Akash, NavIC,
indigenous radars, and UAVs were not just operationally effective but strategically decisive. However,
sustaining this momentum requires institutional support, global partnerships in niche areas, and capacity
scaling. As India aims to become a net defence exporter, Op Sindoor provides the blueprint of both capability
and credibility.
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"India’s approach to the Manipur issue, and by extension, the broader North East, presents a
paradox where a critical national security concern is arguably mismanaged." Critically
analyze this statement. Discuss how the current handling of the Manipur situation highlights
shortcomings in addressing national security issues within the North Eastern region.

Introduction

The prolonged ethnic conflict in Manipur, completing two years in May 2025, has exposed systemic and
strategic lacunae in India's national security and internal stability framework. Over 250 lives lost, thousands

displaced, and rampant violence underscore a grave humanitarian and national security crisis. Yet, the Union
government’s response — marked by political silence, security deflection, and ethnic bias — reflects a
paradox in India's approach to internal conflicts, particularly in the Northeast.

The Paradox of National Security in Manipur

While the government reacts swiftly to cross-border threats, as seen after the Pahalgam terror strike (2024)
or the Balakot strikes (2019), internal ethnic conflicts like in Manipur are often treated as localized law-and-
order issues. This contrasts sharply with the “security-first” posture adopted in Kashmir or against Naxal
insurgency.

1.

Misplaced National Security Framing: The violence was primarily framed as an infiltration threat by
"lungi-clad Kuki militants" from Myanmar. This oversimplified, ethnicized narrative served more
to inflame ethnic majoritarian sentiment than reflect actual threat dynamics.

Ignoring Valley-Based Insurgent Groups (VBIGs): The resurgence of VBIGs, previously
neutralized in Operation All-Clear (2004), is conspicuously ignored. The outsourcing of law and
order to armed valley-based militias such as Arambai Tenggol shows a severe abdication of state
responsibility.

Failure of Arms Recovery: Out of over 6,000 looted weapons and 5 lakh rounds of ammunition,
only around 4,000 weapons have been surrendered, often ceremoniously and without legal follow-
through. This undermines long-term peace and fuels the ethnic security dilemma.

Wider Implications for the Northeast

1.

Obsolete Security Measures: The focus on border fencing (31,000 crore) and revoking the Free
Movement Regime (FMR) along the India-Myanmar border has met resistance from the Naga and
Mizo communities. [t ignores people-to-people ties and undermines Act East Policy goals.
Political Optics over Strategic Vision: Policy responses — such as arms surrender deadlines or
fencing — prioritize regime consolidation and media optics over genuine peace-building and state
legitimacy.

Lack of Trust and Institutional Capacity: The absence of credible dialogue, President’s Rule
imposed only under political duress (Feb 2025), and ethnically lopsided governance have
eroded public trust. Relief camps still house thousands under inhuman conditions, exacerbating
alienation.

Way Forward

1.

Reframing National Security: Recognize Northeast conflicts as national issues, not regional
disturbances. Establish dedicated Northeast Peace and Security Cells under MHA with
counterinsurgency and ethnic reconciliation expertise.
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2. Inclusive Political Dialogue: Begin structured dialogue with all stakeholders — Meiteis, Kukis, Nagas
— facilitated by neutral interlocutors, supported by institutions like North Eastern Council (NEC)
and Interlocutor Panels.

3. Modernize and Professionalize Security Response: Upscale intelligence-sharing, demilitarize
civilian areas, and retrain police and paramilitary to handle ethnic conflict impartially.

4. Socio-economic Investment: A special development package focused on reconciliation, education,
healthcare, and youth rehabilitation must complement security measures.

Conclusion

The Manipur conflict highlights a deep contradiction in India's internal security strategy — where political
optics and ethnic bias override strategic clarity and humanitarian responsibility. A shift from “ad hoc political
management” to “strategic peacebuilding” is essential not only for Manipur but for the larger stability of
Northeast India and the integrity of the Indian Union.

"Recent visa restrictions by traditional study destinations like the U.S., U.K.,, Canada, and
Australia present a strategic opportunity for India to become a leading global education
hub." Examine this statement. Discuss the measures India needs to undertake to attract a
significant share of international students and enhance its position as a top destination for
quality education.

Introduction

The global landscape of higher education is undergoing a significant shift due to tightening visa norms and
protectionist policies in traditional study destinations such as the U.S., U.K,, Canada, and Australia. For India,
this presents a strategic window of opportunity to rebrand itself as an affordable, high-quality education
destination, particularly for students from the Global South. To realise this potential, India must overcome
structural barriers and strengthen its internationalisation strategy.

The Emerging Opportunity

1. Visa restrictions and enrolment caps in the U.S., UK, Canada, and Australia, along with rising
xenophobia, limited post-study work opportunities, and steep tuition hikes, have discouraged
international students.

2. Incontrast, India offers quality education at 25% of the cost, has a large English-speaking academic
ecosystem, and strong industry linkages—especially in STEM and IT sectors.

3. As per government data, foreign student enrolment in India grew by 35% between 2022 and 2024,
reaching 65,000, while over 1.3 million Indian students are still going abroad for higher studies.

India's Competitive Advantages
1. Affordability and PPP advantage in terms of tuition fees and cost of living.
2. Strong base in Engineering, Medicine, Management, and IT education.
3. Rising global interest in Indian Traditional Knowledge Systems (Yoga, Ayurveda, Vedic studies).
4. GIFT City emerging as a model for international education hubs.

Steps Taken So Far
1. National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 advocates internationalisation, and UGC has notified
regulations for Twinning, Joint, and Dual Degree Programmes.
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2. 13 Indian HEIs have opened campuses abroad; 3 foreign universities have set up campuses in India.
3. Study in India initiative, international collaborations by IITs, [IMs, ISB, and others.
4. Cross-border recognition agreements with the U.K. and Australia.

Key Challenges
1. Limited world rankings of Indian universities deter international students.
2. Infrastructural and lifestyle gaps that do not meet global expectations.
3. Restrictive visa regime, lack of post-study work rights, and minimal scholarship opportunities.
4. Slow pace of regulatory reforms in academic autonomy and foreign partnerships.

Way Forward: Policy Measures and Strategic Interventions

1. Liberalise Visa Regime: Introduce post-study work visas, streamline visa application process, and
ensure safety and redressal mechanisms for international students.

2. Create Education SEZs: Replicate the GIFT City model with tax breaks, world-class campuses, and
co-located industry clusters.

3. Incentivise Institutions: Provide funding or financial incentives per international student, akin to
China’s model.

4. Promote Digital and Blended Learning: Launch Digital Universities offering global online degrees,
especially in Al, Data Science, Sustainability, etc.

5. Global Branding and Outreach: Aggressively promote the “Study in India” campaign through
embassies, international fairs, and alumni networks.

6. Enhance Quality and Rankings: Improve faculty-student ratios, investin research infrastructure, and
push for international accreditations and global partnerships.

7. Diversify Student Source Markets: Focus on students from South Asia, Africa, ASEAN, and Middle
East, who value affordability and cultural proximity.

Conclusion

India has a unique opportunity to reposition itself as the Asian hub for global education, offering value-
driven, high-quality academic experiences. However, this potential can only be realised through systematic,
policy-led transformation, involving infrastructure development, regulatory liberalisation, and robust global
outreach. By seizing this moment, India can reverse brain drain, generate soft power, and strengthen its role in
the global knowledge economy.
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