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Education surveys like ASER, NAS, and FLS provide crucial insights into India's education 

system but also highlight persistent challenges in learning outcomes. Critically examine the 

broad revelations of ASER, NAS, and FLS surveys regarding the state of education in India. 

Discuss where these surveys fall short in providing a complete understanding of learning 

outcomes and systemic issues, and suggest how their utility could be enhanced. 

Introduction 

Accurate assessment of student learning outcomes is vital for education policy and reform. India’s three 

prominent tools for assessing learning levels—ASER (Annual Status of Education Report), NAS (National 

Achievement Survey), and FLS (Foundational Learning Study)—offer valuable insights into foundational 

literacy, numeracy, and subject-level competencies. While they bring important revelations, they are not 

without methodological and structural limitations. 

Broad Revelations of ASER, NAS, and FLS 

1. ASER (By Pratham, since 2005): Conducted at the household level, mainly in rural areas across 600 

districts. Highlights foundational gaps in reading and arithmetic among children aged 5–16. Reveals 

that a significant proportion of students in Grade 5 cannot read a Grade 2-level text or perform basic 

math, indicating learning deficits despite high enrolment. 

2. NAS (Now PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan, NCERT): Conducted within schools, assesses students 

in Grades 3, 5, 8, and 10 in subjects like Language, Math, Science, Social Science. Focuses on 

performance of government and government-aided schools, showing wide inter-state and intra-

state disparities in learning levels. Aims to aid policy through macro-level diagnostics, yet lacks 

granular insights. 

3. FLS (2022, NCERT): One-time national survey to benchmark Foundational Literacy and Numeracy 

(FLN) outcomes in early grades. Designed to feed into NIPUN Bharat mission, focused on achieving 

FLN goals by 2026–27. 

Limitations and Shortcomings 

1. Lack of Contextual Sensitivity: Uniform national assessments often ignore the diversity in 

curricula, pedagogy, and socio-cultural contexts across states. 

2. Methodological Concerns: ASER is conducted by volunteers at homes, which may intimidate 

children and affect performance. NAS, being school-based, may reflect inflated outcomes due to 

coaching or familiarity with test formats. 

3. Disconnection from Systemic Issues: Surveys report learning outcomes, but do not assess enabling 

factors like teacher vacancies (9.8 lakh), infrastructure gaps, or resource distribution . Only 

25.5% of schools meet RTE infrastructure norms, which directly impacts learning but is not 

captured by outcome surveys. 

4. Limited Policy Translation: Survey findings rarely reach School Management Committees (SMCs)  

or local stakeholders. Without community engagement, the data remains underutilized. 

5. No Explanation of Causality: These tools reveal "what" students know or don’t know but not "why"—

failing to address causes behind poor learning outcomes, such as multi-grade teaching, low teacher 

motivation, or socio-economic barriers. 

Suggestions for Enhancing Utility 
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1. Localized Assessments: Allow states to customize assessments to their curriculum and language. 

Tamil Nadu’s example shows how context-specific evaluation can be more effective. 

2. Integrate with Continuous Evaluation: Use school-based continuous and comprehensive 

evaluation (CCE) to complement surveys and ensure regular feedback loops. 

3. Community Involvement: Activate SMCs and engage parents and civil society in understanding and 

acting upon assessment findings. 

4. Link Input and Outcome Indicators: Surveys must correlate learning outcomes with school 

conditions (teacher availability, infrastructure) for a holistic diagnosis. 

5. Transparent Reporting and Feedback: Make data accessible in local languages  and formats to 

empower grassroots action and accountability. 

Conclusion 

ASER, NAS, and FLS are vital for understanding learning deficits and monitoring progress, but their 

effectiveness is limited by methodological, systemic, and contextual gaps. To make them truly 

transformative, India must move beyond data collection towards community engagement, state-level 

contextualisation, and policy integration. Only then can learning assessments translate into educational 

equity and quality for all. 

"Financial empowerment of women is a crucial ingredient for significantly improving 

nutrition outcomes in India." Analyze this statement, elucidating how women's financial 

autonomy can positively impact household nutritional status and outreach in India. Discuss 

the socio-economic pathways through which this empowerment translates into better 

nutritional outcomes, and identify any associated challenges. 

Introduction 

India’s battle against malnutrition remains ongoing despite economic growth and large-scale welfare schemes. 

The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) reveals that 57% of Indian women (15–49 years) are 

anaemic and nearly one in five women is underweight, highlighting persistent nutritional deprivation. One 

of the most overlooked factors in addressing this issue is women’s financial empowerment, which has a 

profound impact on improving nutritional outcomes at both individual and household levels. 

Link between Financial Empowerment and Nutrition 

Studies have consistently shown that women with financial autonomy are more likely to allocate 

resources towards food, healthcare, and children’s well-being. Nobel laureate Esther Duflo’s research 

supports this, showing that increased income in the hands of women leads to better nutrition for families. 

1. Household prioritisation: In many households, cultural norms ensure women eat last and least. 

Economic dependence further disempowers them from asserting their nutritional needs. 

2. Spending behavior: Women tend to prioritise food security, education, and healthcare over other 

expenditures, especially when managing household budgets. 

3. Better child outcomes: Mothers with access to independent income show higher rates of child 

immunisation, school enrolment, and balanced diets for children. 

Socio-Economic Pathways to Better Nutrition 
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1. Increased Bargaining Power: Financial independence enhances women’s say in household decisions, 

including diet, healthcare, and child nutrition. 

2. Access to Nutritional Choices: When women earn, they can make informed choices on diverse and 

balanced meals rather than relying solely on subsidised grains. 

3. Improved Access to Services: Financial empowerment enables women to access private health 

facilities, buy supplements, or afford transportation to health centres. 

4. Engagement with Welfare Programs: Empowered women are more likely to actively participate in 

schemes like POSHAN Abhiyaan, Janani Suraksha Yojana, or Self Help Groups (SHGs). 

5. Utilising Anganwadis Holistically: With financial literacy and livelihood linkages, Anganwadi 

centres can become hubs for nutrition, health, and income enhancement. 

Challenges to Realising Full Potential 

1. Low Quality of Employment: While female labour force participation rose to 33% in 2021-22, only 

5% of women hold regular salaried jobs. Most are in low-paid, insecure informal sectors. 

2. Gender Wage Gap: Self-employed women earn 53% less than men in similar work, limiting their 

financial autonomy. 

3. Lack of Control Over Earnings: NFHS-5 reports that 49% of women lack decision-making power 

over their own income. 

4. Cultural and Social Barriers: Deep-rooted patriarchy continues to limit women’s ability to assert 

their nutritional and financial rights. 

5. Underutilisation of Schemes: Despite high budget allocations (e.g., ₹24,000 crore for POSHAN 2.0 in 

2022-23), only 69% was utilised, reflecting gaps in execution and convergence. 

Way Forward 

1. Integrate Livelihood and Nutrition Schemes: POSHAN 2.0 must work alongside skill development, 

micro-credit, and self-employment programmes. 

2. Measurable Empowerment Metrics: Track progress not only in anaemia or stunting rates but also 

in women's income levels and financial autonomy. 

3. Leverage Anganwadis: Use them as one-stop centres for nutrition, employment linkages, and 

financial literacy. 

Conclusion 

Nutrition is not merely a biological or economic challenge—it is fundamentally a question of social justice and 

gender equity. Financial empowerment of women is a transformative pathway to achieving nutrition 

security in India. Unless women are seen as agents of change, not just recipients of aid, India’s goal of a 

malnutrition-free future will remain elusive. 

"AI's promise of efficiency and flexibility could reshape the Indian workplace, moving 'from 

pyramids to hourglasses'." Analyze the potential socio-economic ramifications of this AI-

driven transformation in the Indian context, highlighting both opportunities and challenges 

for the workforce. 

Introduction 
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) is no longer confined to automating tasks — it is fundamentally altering 

organisational structures. Traditionally, Indian workplaces resembled pyramids: a few decision-makers at the 

top, a thick middle management layer, and a wide base of workers. With AI automating coordination and 

decision-making, a shift towards the hourglass model is emerging — a streamlined middle, strong strategic 

top, and an adaptive, tech-enabled base. 

Opportunities in the AI-Driven Hourglass Model 

1. Enhanced Productivity and Efficiency:  According to McKinsey, AI adoption can boost productivity 

by 25%. SMEs, the backbone of India’s economy, can gain through automation of operations like 

inventory, customer service, and analytics. 

2. Flexible and Real-Time Decision Making: AI enables data-driven decisions at speed. For instance, e-

commerce giants like Flipkart use AI to predict consumer behavior and optimize logistics. 

3. Job Creation in Emerging Fields: The demand for AI professionals, data scientists, and ethicists  

is rising, with estimates suggesting 1.25 million new roles in India by 2027 (Deloitte-NASSCOM). 

4. Improved Customer and Employee Experiences: AI tools like 24/7 chatbots and automated payroll 

systems enhance user experience and reduce administrative burden. 

5. Increased Innovation: In IT and pharmaceutical sectors, AI supports research, supply chain 

resilience, and software development — accelerating innovation cycles. 

Socio-Economic Challenges 

1. Job Displacement and Inequality: AI threatens the middle layer of managers and low-skilled 

workers. Globally, up to 800 million jobs could shift by 2030. In India, where many depend on low-

wage, routine jobs, the disruption could exacerbate unemployment and inequality, particularly for 

non-graduates and older workers. 

2. Digital Divide: India ranks 72nd in the IMF’s AI Preparedness Index , highlighting poor rural 

connectivity. 65% of Indians live in rural areas, many of whom remain digitally excluded. 

3. Cultural Resistance and Hierarchy: Indian workplaces often mirror societal hierarchies. Flattening 

organisational structures may face resistance, particularly in family-owned businesses, where 

authority and seniority are culturally ingrained. 

4. Ethical and Data Privacy Concerns: With AI relying heavily on data, risks of bias, algorithmic 

opacity, and data misuse rise. While the Digital Personal Data Protection Act (2023) offers 

safeguards, implementation is still in progress. 

5. Cost of Adoption for SMEs: AI infrastructure and skilled personnel are expensive, putting smaller 

firms at a disadvantage despite the potential benefits. 

Way Forward 

1. Reskilling and Upskilling: Initiatives like Skill India must focus on AI literacy, problem-solving, and 

digital fluency to prepare the workforce. 

2. Ethical AI Guidelines: Establish standards for transparency, fairness, and accountability in line with 

OECD principles. 

3. Hybrid Models: Combine AI for routine and analytical tasks with human oversight for strategic 

decisions, balancing efficiency and inclusivity. 

4. Rural Connectivity and Digital Infrastructure: Bridge the rural-urban divide to ensure equitable AI 

access and adoption. 
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5. Collaborative Innovation: Partner with global firms to customise AI solutions for Indian SMEs and 

public services. 

Conclusion 

AI’s transformation of Indian workplaces from pyramids to hourglasses is both inevitable and nuanced. While 

the potential for innovation, efficiency, and new job creation is immense, it must be balanced against risks of 

inequality, displacement, and cultural resistance. A strategic, inclusive, and ethical AI roadmap can ensure 

that this shift empowers workers and firms alike — turning disruption into opportunity for India’s 21st-

century economy. 

"The recent Presidential reference to the Supreme Court, under Article 143 of the 

Constitution, underscores a unique mechanism for seeking legal clarity, raising questions 

about its nature and the Court's obligations." In light of this, explain the concept of a 

Presidential reference under Article 143 of the Indian Constitution. Further, compare this 

provision with similar mechanisms in other nations, and critically analyze whether the 

Supreme Court should be compulsorily bound to answer such questions. 

Introduction 

Article 143 of the Indian Constitution empowers the President to seek the Supreme Court's advisory opinion 

on questions of law or fact of public importance. This Presidential reference mechanism provides a 

constitutional avenue for legal clarity, especially in cases involving interpretational ambiguities or 

constitutional conflicts. The recent reference by President Droupadi Murmu—pertaining to timelines for 

gubernatorial assent to State Bills—has reignited debate over the scope, significance, and obligations attached 

to this mechanism. 

Concept of Presidential Reference under Article 143 

Article 143 provides two categories of references: 

1. Article 143(1): The President may refer any question of law or fact of public importance to the 

Supreme Court for its opinion. 

2. Article 143(2): Refers specifically to disputes arising out of pre-constitutional treaties or agreements. 

The President makes such references on the advice of the Council of Ministers. A Constitution Bench of at least 

five judges hears the reference, and though the Court’s opinion is not binding, it holds strong persuasive 

value. 

Historical instances include: 

1. Delhi Laws Act case (1951) – laid down the principle of delegated legislation. 

2. Kerala Education Bill (1958) – interpreted the balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive 

Principles. 

3. Berubari case (1960) – clarified constitutional procedure for ceding territory. 

4. Third Judges case (1998) – expanded the collegium system for judicial appointments. 

Comparison with Other Nations 
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1. Canada: The Supreme Court of Canada may provide advisory opinions upon reference by the federal 

or provincial governments. These opinions are influential but not binding. 

2. United States: The U.S. Constitution strictly adheres to the doctrine of separation of powers. The 

Supreme Court has consistently refused to provide advisory opinions, viewing it as beyond judicial 

function. 

3. United Kingdom: Though unwritten, advisory opinions may be rendered by the Judicial Committee of 

the Privy Council in some contexts, though limited in practice. 

Thus, India's Article 143 mechanism, influenced by the Government of India Act, 1935, is more aligned with 

Canada’s advisory model, offering flexibility to the executive. 

Should the Supreme Court Be Bound to Answer? 

Arguments Against Compulsory Response: 

1. The Court’s primary role is adjudicatory, not advisory; compelling it to respond may burden judicial 

independence. 

2. Vague or politically motivated references may undermine the Court’s integrity. 

3. As seen in the Special Courts Bill case (1978) and Ram Janmabhoomi reference (1993), the Court 

has discretion to decline. 

Arguments For a Response: 

1. Article 143 references are made on important questions of national significance; avoiding response 

could lead to constitutional ambiguity. 

2. In cases like the current one—concerning Articles 200, 201, and 142—clarity on federal powers and 

constitutional timelines is critical to ensure smooth Centre-State relations. 

Conclusion 

The Presidential reference under Article 143 is a distinctive constitutional tool that allows for legal 

consultation without formal litigation. While the Supreme Court’s opinion is non-binding, it plays a pivotal role 

in shaping legal understanding. However, the Court’s discretion to refuse ensures that it does not become a 

political instrument. A judicious balance between executive queries and judicial restraint is essential to uphold 

both constitutional governance and judicial independence. 

Getting the ‘micropicture’ at the panchayat level is critical for grassroots governance. In this 

context, discuss how the Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI) can transform evidence-based 

decision-making and localization of Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs) in India. 

Introduction 

Effective grassroots governance requires access to granular, reliable, and comprehensible data. In this context, 

the Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI), launched by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj in April 2025, marks 

a significant leap in capturing the ‘micropicture’ at the gram panchayat (GP) level. It enables data -driven 

governance and strengthens the localization of Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs)  by transforming 

how development is tracked and delivered across India’s vast rural landscape.  
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Understanding PAI and Its Framework 

It is based on validated data from over 2.16 lakh gram panchayats, providing each GP with a scorecard 

indicating their performance and gaps across thematic areas such as health, education, sanitation, gender 

equality, and livelihoods. The PAI Baseline Report 2022-23 is a composite index based on: 

1. 435 unique indicators (331 mandatory, 104 optional) 

2. 566 data points 

3. Spread across 9 LSDG-aligned themes, in line with the National Indicator Framework (NIF) of the 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

Transformational Role in Evidence-Based Decision-Making 

1. Micro-level Insights: Traditional government portals focus on the macro picture. PAI shifts the lens 

to the grassroots, offering hyperlocal, disaggregated data  linked to specific households and 

communities. 

2. Accessibility of Information: PAI has been designed to be understandable even to sarpanches and 

ward members, empowering local functionaries with actionable insights. 

3. Improved Accountability: When citizens can see where their GP stands, it creates bottom-up 

pressure for performance and transparency in fund utilization. 

4. Targeted Interventions: Identifying precise gaps — e.g., in health infrastructure or school attendance 

— allows for swift corrective measures, particularly by line departments at the block and district 

levels. 

5. Constituency-wise Reports: MPs and MLAs can generate constituency-level PAI reports, enabling 

better targeting of schemes under MPLADS, MLALAD, CSR, or DMF funds. 

Boost to Localization of SDGs 

1. LSDG Alignment: By mapping indicators directly to SDG goals and targets, PAI brings the global 

development agenda to the panchayat level, making India’s rural areas active agents in achieving the 

SDGs by 2030. 

2. Outcome-Oriented Governance: PAI links data to outcomes — e.g., whether a GP is truly a “Healthy 

Panchayat” — rather than just inputs or expenditures, fostering a results-based approach. 

3. Stakeholder Involvement: The PAI framework promotes collaboration among elected 

representatives, community members, frontline workers, and civil society organisations 

(CSOs), making development participatory. 

Way Forward 

1. Deploy trained data analysts at the block and district levels to interpret and act on PAI findings. 

2. Encourage Unnat Bharat Abhiyan institutions to handhold panchayats and explain their PAI scores 

and actionable steps. 

3. Develop a similar index for urban local bodies to cover the full spectrum of local governance. 

4. Strengthen data visualisation and analytics tools to make insights more accessible and 

comprehensible to all stakeholders. 

Conclusion 
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The Panchayat Advancement Index is not just a performance measurement tool but a catalyst for 

transformative grassroots governance. By capturing the micropicture, it empowers local institutions, 

democratizes data access, and puts panchayats at the heart of India’s sustainable development journey.  

The Supreme Court’s recent verdict striking down post-facto environmental clearances 

underlines the judiciary's role in upholding sustainable development. In this context, 

critically examine the significance of this judgment and its implications for India’s 

environmental governance. 

Introduction 

The principle of sustainable development, enshrined in Indian environmental jurisprudence, seeks a balance 

between developmental needs and ecological preservation. In a landmark verdict on May 16, 2024, the 

Supreme Court struck down the 2017 notification and 2021 Office Memorandum (OM) issued by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), which had allowed post-facto environmental 

clearances. This decision is a reaffirmation of the judiciary’s commitment to environmental protection and the 

constitutional right to a healthy environment under Article 21. 

Background: The Issue of Post-Facto Clearances 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006 mandates that industrial and 

infrastructure projects secure prior environmental clearance before commencement. However: 

1. The 2017 notification provided a one-time amnesty for violators, allowing projects to obtain 

clearance retrospectively. 

2. The 2021 OM institutionalized this by laying down a process to “identify and handle” such violations. 

This effectively weakened the EIA framework, allowing numerous high-impact projects (like coal and bauxite 

mines, cement plants) to bypass scrutiny, endangering ecological and public health. 

Significance of the Supreme Court Verdict 

1. Affirms the Precautionary Principle: The Court categorically held that post-facto clearances violate 

the precautionary principle, which mandates preventive action in the face of environmental risks. 

2. Reinforces Article 21: The judgment strengthens the interpretation of Right to Life as inclusive of 

the right to a clean and healthy environment, especially in the context of rising urban pollution and 

ecological degradation. 

3. Condemns Regulatory Dilution: The Court criticized the executive for "going out of its way" to 

protect violators, signaling judicial intolerance towards regulatory laxity  and environmental non-

compliance. 

4. Upholds Past Precedents: The ruling echoes earlier judgments such as: 

○ Common Cause v. Union of India (2017) – condemned illegal mining without clearance. 

○ Alembic Pharmaceuticals v. Rohit Prajapati (2020) – declared post-facto clearances 

unconstitutional. 

Implications for Environmental Governance 
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1. Restoration of Legal Sanctity: The verdict restores the primacy of law and procedure in 

environmental clearances, deterring future violators. 

2. Strengthens Environmental Institutions: The decision urges regulators to act with diligence and 

integrity, improving institutional accountability. 

3. Challenges to Ease-of-Doing-Business Mindset: The judgment critiques the false dichotomy 

between development and ecology, reminding policymakers that environmental protection is 

intrinsic to sustainable growth. 

4. Need for Policy Overhaul: The ruling may push for a revision of the EIA process, ensuring 

transparency, public participation, and scientific scrutiny. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court’s verdict is a landmark reaffirmation of environmental constitutionalism in India. It 

reiterates that sustainable development is not a zero-sum game, and that economic progress must not 

come at the cost of environmental degradation. Going forward, it is imperative for the executive to realign 

regulatory frameworks with constitutional principles and for civil society to ensure vigilant implementation of 

environmental safeguards. 

“Transitioning from road to rail transport is vital for India's environmental goals and 

economic growth, given transport's significant GHG emissions.” Analyze how this modal shift 

can simultaneously aid climate change mitigation and bring economic benefits to India, 

outlining necessary policy and infrastructure interventions. 

Introduction 

India’s transport sector is a major contributor to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, accounting for 14% of the 

country’s total emissions, with road transport being the largest source. In this context, a modal shift from 

road to rail transport is not just an environmental imperative but also a significant opportunity to catalyze 

economic growth  and enhance infrastructure efficiency. Globally, trains are far cleaner and more energy-

efficient than road or air transport, making railways central to achieving India's Net Zero target by 2070. 

  

Environmental Benefits of Modal Shift 

1. Drastic Emission Reduction: Trains emit only 19 g of CO₂ per passenger-km, compared to 148 g 

for cars and 123 g for airplanes. Freight carried by rail is 4 to 6 times more energy-efficient than road 

transport. 

2. Climate Change Mitigation: Shifting passengers and freight to rail could prevent up to 1.8 billion 

tons of carbon emissions globally by 2050. The Delhi Metro, for instance, helped remove over 5 

lakh vehicles from the roads daily in 2021, reducing CO₂ by at least 23.82 g per km. 

3. Cleaner Air and Urban Health: Reducing vehicular emissions helps in improving air quality in 

polluted urban centers like Delhi and Mumbai. 

Economic and Developmental Gains 

1. Cost-Efficiency: Rail is more economical for long-distance freight, helping reduce logistics costs which 

are 14% of India’s GDP (compared to 8–10% in developed countries). 
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2. Decongestion and Safety: Fewer vehicles on roads mean reduced traffic congestion, lower accident 

rates, and better productivity. 

3. Job Creation and Green Financing: Infrastructure expansion in railways generates employment. 

Modal shift can help India earn carbon credits, which can fund green projects, provided international 

compliance is ensured. 

4. Boost to Urban Mobility: Metro systems in Indian cities are helping increase rail modal share. 

Mumbai’s metro and monorail modal share is expected to rise from 2% to 36%, reducing private 

vehicle use significantly. 

Necessary Policy and Infrastructure Interventions 

1. Implementation of the National Rail Plan (NRP): The NRP aims to raise the freight modal share to 

45% by 2030, with a focus on Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs). 

2. Invest in Passenger Rail Infrastructure: Expand semi-high-speed and metro rail networks in urban 

and inter-city corridors. Ensure last-mile connectivity to make rail travel seamless. 

3. Electrification and Renewable Energy Integration: Accelerate electrification of railways and ensure 

the power is derived from clean sources (solar, wind), not coal. 

4. Policy Incentives: Encourage modal shift through green logistics policy, fiscal incentives for rail 

freight users, and penalties for over-reliance on trucks. 

5. Carbon Credit Strategy: Create a transparent framework to balance domestic emission reductions 

and international trading of carbon credits, avoiding double counting. 

Conclusion 

A modal shift from road to rail is a strategic necessity for India’s twin objectives: combatting climate change  

and ensuring sustainable economic growth. With coordinated policy efforts, smart investments, and clean 

energy integration, India can turn its vast railway network into a model of green transition — aligning national 

development with global climate commitments. 

“The demand of Scheme-Based Workers (SBWs) for a recognized 'labour market identity' is 

legitimate, highlighting significant challenges in India's social security framework." Analyze 

the validity of this statement, elaborating on the reasons behind SBWs' demand for a distinct 

labour market identity. Discuss the implications of their current ambiguous status on their 

rights, welfare, and access to social security benefits within India's governance structure. 

Introduction 

Scheme-Based Workers (SBWs), such as Anganwadi Workers (AWWs), Accredited Social Health Activists 

(ASHAs),  and Mid-Day Meal Workers (MDMWs), form the backbone of India’s flagship welfare schemes, 

particularly in health, nutrition, and education. Despite their essential role, they remain outside the formal 

labour market identity, lacking statutory worker rights, minimum wages, and social security. Their long-

standing demand for recognition as “workers” is both legitimate and urgent, reflecting deep-rooted structural 

challenges in India’s labour and social protection regime. 

Why SBWs Demand Labour Market Identity 
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1. Lack of Legal Recognition: Most SBWs are labeled as “volunteers” or “honorary workers” despite 

performing critical state functions, often full-time and for years. This classification denies them the 

status of government employees or even formal contractual workers. 

2. Exclusion from Labour Rights: SBWs are not covered under labour laws like Minimum Wages Act, 

EPF Act, or ESI Act, depriving them of wage protection, retirement benefits, or healthcare. 

3. Precarity and Exploitation: Many work for nominal honorariums, sometimes below poverty-line 

wages, with no job security, leave benefits, or legal recourse for grievances. 

4. Historical Neglect Despite Essential Work: Their roles have been publicly praised, including by the 

Prime Minister and WHO, but this appreciation has not translated into policy action  or legislative 

recognition. 

Implications of Ambiguous Status 

1. Denial of Minimum Wages and Social Security: Without formal identity, SBWs remain ineligible 

for pensions, gratuity, provident fund, or health insurance. 

2. Legal Exclusion and Inconsistent Judicial Relief: The Supreme Court in 2006 denied them 

"worker" status (Ameerbi case), while later judgments (2022, 2024) extended partial protections, 

such as gratuity and minimum wages in some states — reflecting inconsistency and limited 

applicability. 

3. Undermines Gender and Social Justice: A majority of SBWs are women from marginalized 

communities, making their exploitation a question of intersectional discrimination and gender 

justice. 

4. Weakens Accountability in Public Services: Without rights and incentives, SBWs face low morale 

and high attrition, affecting the quality of services like immunization, nutrition, and maternal-child 

care. 

Broader Governance and Policy Challenges 

1. Cost Concerns and Political Evasion: The central government cites fiscal burden and the expanding 

scope of welfare schemes as reasons for delay in regularization. 

2. Policy Paralysis and Privatization Threat: Instead of formalizing their employment, there are 

moves to privatize schemes like ICDS, undermining both employment security and public service 

delivery. 

3. Tripartite Recommendations Ignored: The 45th Indian Labour Conference (ILC)  unanimously 

recommended full worker status for SBWs, yet no concrete timeline or action has followed. 

Conclusion 

The struggle of SBWs is not for charity, but for dignity, rights, and justice . Their demand for a recognized 

labour market identity is a legitimate call to rectify systemic exclusion and ensure social protection. A 

comprehensive national policy is urgently needed to regularize their status, provide minimum wages, and 

extend social security. Ignoring this demand not only deepens inequality but also weakens India’s social 

welfare architecture and the very goals these schemes seek to fulfill. 
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Critically analyze and elaborating on how overfishing jeopardizes ocean wealth and marine 

biodiversity. Discuss the socio-economic consequences for coastal communities and suggest 

sustainable strategies to ensure the long-term health of marine ecosystems and livelihoods 

dependent on them. 

Introduction 

Overfishing is a growing global concern, with the FAO’s 2022 report stating that 35.4% of fish stocks are 

being harvested unsustainably worldwide. In India, which has a marine fishing potential of 4.41 million 

tonnes, unsustainable practices have led to stagnant or declining catches, marine biodiversity loss, and 

economic distress, especially among small-scale coastal communities. 

Impact on Ocean Wealth and Marine Biodiversity  

1. Juvenile Fishing and Bycatch: Trawlers in Indian waters discard over 10 kg of bycatch per kg of 

shrimp, much of it juveniles and non-target species, disrupting food webs and reducing breeding 

populations. 

2. Biodiversity Collapse: Overfishing erodes the populations of key species like sardines, mackerel, and 

pomfrets, affecting entire marine ecosystems. Similar collapses elsewhere, like Canada’s Northern 

Cod (1992) and California’s sardines, show how fish populations may never fully recover.  

3. Habitat Destruction: Mechanised bottom trawling disturbs seabeds, coral reefs, and benthic 

ecosystems, impacting spawning and nursery grounds. 

Socio-Economic Consequences for Coastal Communities 

1. Livelihood Erosion: Over 90% of India’s 4 million fishers are small-scale and artisanal, yet they 

catch only 10% of total output. As stocks decline, their incomes shrink while operating costs rise. 

75% of marine fisher households live below the poverty line, indicating economic vulnerability. 

2. Debt and Distress Migration: Decreased catch leads to rising indebtedness, especially with larger 

engines and nets yielding diminishing returns. Economic insecurity forces many to migrate or leave 

the sector entirely. 

3. Nutrition and Food Security Threats: Fish provides a key protein source to millions. Overfishing 

affects the availability and affordability of affordable marine protein  for coastal and inland 

populations alike. 

Sustainable Strategies and Solutions 

1. Science-Based Fisheries Management: Adopt a Quota Management System (QMS) like New 

Zealand to regulate total allowable catch based on robust stock assessments. Implement uniform 

Minimum Legal Size (MLS) and closed seasons to allow fish to reproduce. 

2. Regulatory Harmonization: Integrate the fragmented State-level Marine Fisheries Regulation 

Acts (MFRAs) into a unified national framework to prevent regulatory evasion across borders. 

3. Curb Destructive Fishing Practices: Restrict or ban bottom trawling, incentivize selective gear, and 

impose mesh size regulations to reduce bycatch. 

4. Reform the Fish-Meal and Fish-Oil (FMFO) Industry: Cap FMFO quotas, mandate juvenile release, 

and redirect bycatch for domestic aquaculture rather than exports. 
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5. Community-Based Management: Empower fisher cooperatives and local bodies as co-managers 

of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and breeding sanctuaries. Provide alternative livelihood 

options such as ecotourism, seaweed farming, or skill development for income diversification. 

6. Consumer Awareness and Certification: Promote sustainable seafood certification and public 

awareness campaigns to create market incentives for legal and ethical fishing. 

Conclusion 

India’s 11,000 km coastline and 3,000+ fishing villages are at a critical juncture. Unchecked overfishing risks 

collapsing marine ecosystems, imperiling food security, and deepening socio-economic distress. A holistic 

approach combining scientific regulation, community participation, and national policy integration  is 

vital to preserving marine wealth for future generations and ensuring resilient coastal livelihoods. 

The increasing engagement of students in diverse forms of employment, including hybrid and 

part-time roles, internships, and apprenticeships, necessitates a comprehensive National 

Student Work Policy to define their rights and responsibilities. Critically analyze this 

statement. Discuss the key imperatives for establishing such a policy in India, focusing on how 

it can ensure fair treatment, adequate support, and a balanced approach to student 

employment without compromising their academic pursuits. 

Introduction 

In the evolving landscape of higher education and employment, student engagement in part-time work, 

internships, and apprenticeships has become increasingly common. With over 40 million students enrolled 

in higher education (AISHE 2021-22) and the rise of hybrid and gig economies, the absence of a 

comprehensive National Student Work Policy leaves this growing workforce vulnerable to exploitation, 

academic stress, and lack of legal protections. Recognizing student workers' rights while ensuring academic 

integrity is now a national imperative. 

The Need for a National Student Work Policy 

1. Growing Participation in the Informal Economy: A large proportion of student work occurs off-

campus in unregulated environments such as retail, delivery services, tele-calling, and internships. 

This exposes students to wage theft, harassment, and unsafe conditions without grievance redressal 

mechanisms. 

2. Academic-Employment Balance: Without formal guidelines, students risk overburdening 

themselves, leading to absenteeism, poor academic performance, or dropout. A policy can regulate 

work hours (e.g., 21 hours/week during term) to protect academic priorities. 

3. Lack of Uniform Standards: Current provisions such as UGC’s "Earn While You Learn" scheme are 

limited to on-campus work and lack enforceable rights. A national framework would harmonize rights 

across institutions and states. 

4. Socioeconomic Support and Inclusion: For students from marginalized or economically weaker 

backgrounds, part-time employment is essential. A policy would ensure they are not exploited and are 

provided minimum wages, workplace safety, and leave benefits. 

Key Imperatives of the Policy 
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1. Defining Rights and Responsibilities: Right to fair wages, safe workspaces, non-discrimination, and 

timely payments. Responsibility to maintain attendance, performance standards, and confidentiality. 

2. Creation of Institutional Mechanisms: Institutional Work-Study Programs (IWSPs) in each HEI. 

Establishment of Office of Employment Services (OES) to mediate between employers, institutions, 

and students. Mandatory registration of off-campus employment. 

3. Legal and Social Safeguards: Compliance with labour laws and anti-discrimination norms. Grievance 

redressal mechanisms and student ombudspersons. Protection against arbitrary termination and 

retaliation. 

4. Work-Hour and Leave Protections: Cap on working hours, with flexibility during academic breaks. 

Paid leave during exams or emergencies, possibly supported by government schemes. 

5. Inclusive Opportunities and Skill Development: Integration with National Apprenticeship 

Promotion Scheme (NAPS) and Skill India Mission. Facilitate structured work-based learning 

without undermining academic integrity. 

Challenges and Considerations 

1. Implementation capacity of HEIs, especially in rural or underfunded areas.  

2. Regulating informal sector employers where most student work happens. 

3. Avoiding academic dilution or misuse of student labour for non-learning roles. 

4. Need for periodic review and alignment with changing labour market trends. 

Conclusion 

The demand for a National Student Work Policy is both timely and necessary. It promises to democratize 

access to work opportunities, protect vulnerable student workers, and promote employability without 

compromising academic goals. In a demographic-rich country like India, such a policy is not merely 

administrative reform—it is a strategic investment in its human capital. 

Discuss the multifaceted implications of the escalating 'tariff wars' and geopolitical shifts on 

the global development and deployment of AI. Examine how countries, particularly 

developing economies, might strategically navigate these challenges to leverage emerging 

advantages. 

Introduction 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is emerging as the cornerstone of technological advancement and economic 

competitiveness in the 21st century. However, the intensifying geopolitical tensions and the resurgence of 

tariff wars, particularly between the U.S. and China, are reshaping global AI value chains. These developments 

have profound implications for innovation, supply chain resilience, and the strategic positioning of developing 

economies like India. 

Implications of Tariff Wars on Global AI Development 

1. Disruption of Global Supply Chains: AI development relies on complex, transnational supply chains 

involving advanced semiconductors, AI accelerators, and data infrastructure. Tariffs, such as the U.S.’s 

up to 27% duties on AI-critical components in 2025, increase production costs, cause uncertainty, 

and incentivize reshoring or nearshoring, often with unintended consequences — like shifting 

manufacturing to China or elsewhere instead of bringing it home. 
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2. Reduced Innovation and Economic Efficiency: Tariffs may shield domestic industries temporarily 

but tend to discourage innovation by reducing competition and access to frontier technologies. 

According to empirical studies, a one standard deviation increase in tariffs can reduce output growth 

by 0.4% over five years, demonstrating long-term losses in productivity and efficiency. 

3. Capital Substitution and Decentralization of AI : As tariffs make hardware costlier, developers pivot 

to software-side optimization — such as model compression, algorithmic efficiency, and ASICs — to 

sustain performance at lower cost. Over 50% of AI accelerators are projected to be ASICs by 2028, 

indicating a decentralized, application-specific trend in AI hardware design. 

4. Regulatory Divergences and Data Sovereignty: Tariffs intersect with differential data governance 

regimes. While the U.S. and EU impose stringent data regulations, countries with broader digital access 

and flexible data laws (e.g., India, Brazil) may attract data-centric AI R&D, even if hardware costs rise. 

Strategic Navigation by Developing Economies 

1. Positioning as a ‘Third Option’: Countries like India are strategically emerging as neutral zones amid 

U.S.-China AI rivalry. With 1.5 million engineering graduates annually, a growing digital market, 

and government support through the IndiaAI mission, India is fostering indigenous AI capabilities 

while attracting foreign investments (e.g., AMD’s $400M design centre in Bengaluru).  

2. Building Domestic Hardware Capacity: India’s semiconductor mission and fab proposals aim to 

reduce reliance on imports and address supply chain shocks. Strategic investments in fabrication, 

packaging, and testing can support AI infrastructure self-reliance. 

3. Leveraging Algorithmic Efficiency: Instead of brute-force computing power, India and other 

developing nations can focus on low-resource AI models, AI-as-a-service platforms, and frugal 

innovations to create scalable, cost-efficient solutions suited for local contexts. 

4. Fostering Global Collaborations: South-South and triangular cooperation, partnerships with ASEAN, 

the EU, and African nations, along with involvement in global AI governance platforms (e.g., GPAI), can 

ensure inclusivity and equitable growth in AI.  

Conclusion 

The evolving tariff landscape and geopolitical tensions  are not merely trade skirmishes—they are shaping 

the future of global technological power. For developing countries, these disruptions present both risks and 

historic opportunities. By aligning policies with supply chain diversification, talent development, and 

digital sovereignty, nations like India can emerge as innovation hubs and equitable beneficiaries of the AI 

revolution. 

Analyze how the Supreme Court's Mahmudabad case order, seemingly benevolent in granting 

bail, is contended to shadow fundamental rights and inadvertently lay groundwork for 

further oppression within India's constitutional framework. 

Introduction 

The Supreme Court’s recent ruling in State of Haryana vs Ali Khan Mahmudabad has sparked significant legal 

and constitutional concern. While the apex court granted bail to Prof. Mahmudabad — arrested for a social 

media post — the attached conditions and judicial reasoning have prompted debate on whether such 

“benevolence” veils an erosion of core fundamental rights, particularly under Article 19 (Freedom of Speech 

and Expression) and Article 21 (Right to Personal Liberty). 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Third Week] May 2025 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

The Illusion of Benevolence: Bail with Punishment 

The Court granted bail but imposed stringent conditions — surrender of passport and a de facto gag order 
restraining Prof. Mahmudabad from writing. This raises critical issues: 

1. Punishment Without Conviction: Imposing speech restrictions without a finding of guilt amounts to 
punitive action prior to trial. This violates the principle of innocent until proven guilty, a 
cornerstone of Article 21 jurisprudence (Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India, 1978). 

2. Procedural Fetishism vs. Substantive Justice: The Court's adherence to procedural formalities, such 
as appointing a Special Investigation Team (SIT), appears to sidestep its own authority to evaluate 
the content and legality of the speech. This deference to investigative machinery dilutes the 
judiciary’s role as the primary guardian of fundamental rights. 

3. Dog Whistle Jurisprudence: By entertaining the notion that a two-paragraph post could conceal 
subversive intent (“dog whistle”), the Court arguably shifted the burden of proof onto the accused 
— a regressive tilt in free speech adjudication. 

Constitutional Chilling Effect 

1.      India's constitutional jurisprudence on speech mandates that restrictions under Article 19(2) be 
reasonable, narrowly tailored, and tied to grounds like public order or incitement to violence (Shreya 
Singhal v. Union of India, 2015). By tolerating vague allegations and accepting speech curtailment as a bail 
condition, the Court sets a precedent where free expression becomes contingent on patriotic merit.  

2.      These risks converting fundamental rights into state-regulated privileges. As noted in Kedar Nath Singh 
v. State of Bihar (1962), even speech critical of the government is protected unless it incites violence. The 
Mahmudabad ruling deviates from this liberal tradition. 

Implications for Democratic Discourse 

1. Legitimizing Overreach: The judiciary’s deference may inadvertently legitimize state excesses and 
serve as a deterrent against critical or unpopular speech, especially by academics, journalists, and 
dissenters. 

2. Securitization of Dissent: When free speech is scrutinized under a lens of national security or 
patriotism, it narrows the space for democratic contestation — echoing Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s 
warning in Romila Thapar v. Union of India (2018) that “dissent is the safety valve of democracy.” 

Need for Judicial Rectitude 

The Supreme Court has historically upheld individual liberty, as in Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017), 
affirming privacy and autonomy. However, the Mahmudabad case reveals a drift — from principled 
adjudication to cautionary appeasement — risking the transformation of rights into state-sanctioned favors. 

Conclusion 

While the grant of bail in the Mahmudabad case appears as judicial mercy, the attached restrictions and 
procedural deferrals cast a long shadow on civil liberties. The constitutional mandate of the Supreme Court is 
not just to administer law, but to safeguard liberty, especially when the political climate leans toward 
overreach. Upholding fundamental rights requires judicial courage, not conditional charity. 

 


