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Judicial sensitivity to sentiments is viewed as eroding free speech. Critically analyze its
implications for constitutional liberties, democratic discourse, and the principle of judicial
independence in India.

In a constitutional democracy like India, the right to freedom of speech and expression under Article 19(1)(a)
is a cornerstone of individual liberty and democratic participation. However, recent judicial trends reflect an
increasing sensitivity to sentiments, often prioritizing decorum and societal outrage over constitutional
protections. This shift not only endangers free speech but also raises critical concerns about judicial
independence, democratic discourse, and constitutional integrity.

Implications for Constitutional Liberties

1. Misinterpretation of Article 19(1)(a): The Constitution protects speech unless it falls within narrow
exceptions under Article 19(2). Courts increasingly police content based on sentiment, diluting
constitutionally protected liberties.

2. Lowering the Legal Threshold for Restrictions: Recent decisions equate emotional discomfort with
legal harm. The judiciary overlooks the required standards—like incitement to violence—as laid down
in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015).

3. Process as Punishment: Courts often refuse to quash FIRs for innocuous remarks (e.g., calling PM
"coward"), citing early stage of investigation. This allows police action to become punitive in itself.

4. Overuse of Ambiguous Laws: Vague provisions like Section 153 or public mischief clauses of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita are invoked, blurring lines between sedition, satire, and sarcasm.

Erosion of Democratic Discourse

1. Suppression of Dissenting and Scholarly Voices: Judicial responses to cases like historian Ali Khan
Mahmudabad’s critique or Kamal Haasan'’s linguistic comments prioritize “sentiments of the masses” over
informed discourse and academic freedom.

2. Validation of Mob Censorship: Advising public apologies for lawful speech—as seen in the Kamal Haasan
case—encourages mobs to take offence, knowing it will receive legal validation rather than pushback.

3. Discouragement of Artistic and Digital Expression: In Ranveer Allahbadia’s podcast case, the court’s
concern with vulgarity over legality reflects moral supervision, restricting creators under arbitrary cultural
norms.

4. Chilling Effect on Everyday Speech: Judicial scrutiny of minor expressions deters ordinary citizens from
expressing views, especially online. This is contrary to the principle recognized in Romesh Thappar v. State
of Madras (1950).

Impact on Judicial Independence

1. Judiciary as Curator of Culture: Courts increasingly act as custodians of national pride and social civility
instead of guardians of constitutional freedom—thus inviting political and cultural influence into adjudication.

2. Deviation from Principle-Centric Jurisprudence: Emphasis is shifting from protecting the right of the
speaker to ensuring comfort for the listener. This reverses the fundamental role of courts in a liberal
democracy.
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3.  Loss of Neutrality and Objectivity: The judiciary’s refusal to check state overreach, especially in high-
profile or military-related speech, indicates diminishing judicial distance from state interests.

4. Failure to Enforce “Chilling Effect” Doctrine: Though acknowledged in judgments like Kaushal Kishor
v. State of UP (2023), the chilling effect is seldom used as a test to protect freedom in practice.

Conclusion

To protect India’s democratic spirit, courts must prioritize liberty over sentiment. A principled, rights-based
jurisprudence is vital to preserve judicial independence and prevent the erosion of constitutional freedoms.

To achieve 100 GW wind capacity by 2030, India must innovate and secure, beyond just
scaling. Analyze the technological, economic, and policy challenges in fostering indigenous
innovation and ensuring energy security in the wind sector.

Introduction:
India’s wind energy ambitions hinge not just on capacity addition, but on secure, indigenous innovation.
Achieving 100 GW by 2030 demands overcoming deep technological, economic, and policy bottlenecks.

Technological Challenges

1. Cybersecurity Vulnerabilities: As wind turbines increasingly rely on SCADA systems and remote-
control networks, they become potential cyberwarfare targets. India's limited preparedness in
embedded system security exposes assets to espionage or sabotage, especially from adversarial
jurisdictions.

2. Lack of Climate-Adapted Designs: Most turbines are designed for European conditions. Indian wind
farms face extreme heat (>45°C), high humidity, saline air, and grid volatility. Yet, there’s no mandatory
in-country testing for resilience under these conditions.

3. Software and Firmware Risks: Power converters, inverters, and PLCs are software-dependent.
Without mandatory code audits and hardware backdoor checks, foreign-supplied components pose
silent but critical risks.

4. Insufficient Local R&D: OEMs often import design and assembly kits rather than innovate locally. The
lack of India-specific prototypes hampers performance optimization and limits value-added domestic
manufacturing.

Economic Challenges

1. Low Domestic Value Addition:
Despite India being the fourth-largest wind energy producer globally, with over 45 GW installed capacity,
local value addition is below 30% in many projects. Turbine blades and nacelles are often imported.

2. Limited Investment in Indigenous Tech:
R&D investment in wind technology is less than 0.5% of total renewable energy investment in India. Contrast
this with China, where state-backed wind firms fund research to reduce foreign dependence.

3. Cost-Driven Procurement:
Developers often choose cheapest bids without considering long-term resilience or innovation. This
disincentivizes OEMs from building robust, climate-resilient, or secure turbines.
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4. Small and Fragmented Domestic Supply Chains:
India lacks a cohesive domestic supply ecosystem for components like gearboxes, control systems, and high-
strength alloys, pushing dependence on imports from Europe and China.

Policy and Governance Challenges

1. Weak Enforcement of Technical Standards: Guidelines by bodies like the Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) or National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE) are treated as advisory. Mandatory compliance and
regular audits are lacking,

2. Inadequate Regulatory Framework for Cybersecurity: No unified regulatory framework currently
exists for cybersecurity in renewable infrastructure. This is in contrast to sectors like banking or telecom, which
follow CERT-IN or RBI protocols.

3. Lack of Localisation Mandates: Despite the push for "Make in India", many OEMs operate with minimal
local R&D. Proposed amendments for mandatory data localisation, R&D centres, and certification are a positive
step but need robust enforcement.

4. No Provision for Geopolitical Resilience: Indian regulations lack clauses for force majeure
cybersecurity scenarios. Vendors may deny updates or support during geopolitical conflicts, crippling energy
assets.

Conclusion

India’s wind energy goals demand more than scaling; they need secure, resilient, and locally developed
solutions. Strengthened regulations, investment in R&D, and cybersecurity reforms are essential for
sustainable energy sovereignty.

The Centre's differential FCRA treatment for state relief funds raises concerns about
federalism and transparency. Analyze its implications for Centre-State relations and the
equitable application of foreign aid policy for disaster management.

Introduction

The Centre’s recent approval of FCRA registration for Maharashtra’s CM Relief Fund, while denying Kerala
similar aid during past disasters, raises questions about federal equity, transparency, and disaster management
fairness.

Implications for Centre-State Relations

1. Erosion of Cooperative Federalism: The unequal FCRA treatment violates the spirit of Article 1
(Union of States) and cooperative federalism, where disaster responses should transcend political
lines and prioritize humanitarian needs.

2. Perceived Political Bias: Kerala’s government alleged “political discrimination” compared to
Maharashtra. This fosters distrust and polarisation, undermining confidence in the Centre’s neutrality
during emergencies.

3. Centre's Over-centralization: The FCRA 2010, controlled by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs,
centralizes the discretion over foreign aid. This weakens the autonomy of states in soliciting
international support during crises.
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4. Precedentof Rejection — Kerala2018: The Centre rejected UAE’s X700 crore flood aid offer in 2018,
asserting India’s self-sufficiency. Yet, it permitted PM-CARES to receive foreign donations without
FCRA registration. This inconsistent application contradicts earlier positions.

Concerns Over Transparency and Equity

1. Opaque FCRA Approvals: The FCRA approval process lacks clear, objective criteria, leading to
perceptions of arbitrariness. Absence of parliamentary oversight or judicial review makes states vulnerable
to selective approvals.

2. Differential Treatment of Relief Funds: Maharashtra's CM Relief Fund is the first state relief fund to
receive FCRA registration. Kerala, despite major disasters like the 2024 Wayanad landslides, continues to be
denied similar access, questioning equitable application.

3. Contradictory Standards for Foreign Donations: While NGOs and institutions like Ramakrishna
Mission received FCRA nods in 2024, state-led disaster relief funds are treated inconsistently. This duality lacks
policy coherence and erodes public trust.

Impact on Disaster Management and Governance

1. Weakened Disaster Resilience: States like Kerala with high disaster vulnerability need financial
agility during crises. Blocking foreign aid hampers quick response, affecting recovery and rehabilitation of
victims.

2. Disincentivizing Local Initiative: State governments may hesitate to launch ambitious disaster
responses if central support is uncertain or politically influenced. This could discourage decentralized disaster
governance, against the mandate of the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

3. Uncertainty in Global Aid Engagement: International donors are left unsure about India’s openness
to aid, especially when foreign policy contradicts humanitarian need. This affects long-term goodwill and global
partnerships in disaster support.

Way Forward

1. Codified and Transparent FCRA Criteria: Establish a clear and fair FCRA framework for state
governments to access foreign aid during disasters, based on need assessment rather than political alignment.

2. Independent Disaster Relief Body: Create a National Disaster Aid Clearance Authority with state
representation to assess and clear foreign aid proposals, enhancing neutrality and federal confidence.

3. Equal Treatment in Finance Commission Awards: Kerala’s plea to restore its devolution share from
1.92% to previous levels (3.88%) underlines the need to address structural imbalances through the 16th
Finance Commission.

Conclusion

Disaster relief must be guided by humanitarian urgency, not politics. Ensuring equitable FCRA treatment and
transparent aid policies is vital for cooperative federalism, disaster resilience, and inclusive Centre-State
relations.
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Axiom-4 showcases emerging commercial human spaceflight technologies. Given India's
small global space market share, analyze the technological imperatives for developing such
capabilities and infrastructure to accelerate its growth in the next-gen space economy.

Introduction

India’s involvement in Axiom-4 marks a pivotal step towards commercial human spaceflight. To capitalise on
a booming $1 trillion global space economy, India must invest in innovation, infrastructure, and collaboration.

India’s Position in the Global Space Market

1. Current Market Share - Only 2%: India contributes merely 2% to the global space economy,
despite being among the top five spacefaring nations.
(Source: Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Center - IN-SPACe, 2024)

2. Projected Growth - $1 Trillion by 2040: According to Morgan Stanley, the global space economy is
set to reach $1 trillion by 2040, driven by satellite internet, space tourism, and human spaceflight.

Technological Imperatives to Strengthen India’s Role

1. Human Spaceflight Expertise (Gaganyaan): The Axiom-4 mission’s inputs are vital for Gaganyaan,
India’s first crewed orbital mission. Lessons from Shubhanshu Shukla’s role as pilot support safety, mission
planning, and crew training.

2. Zero-Gravity Research Infrastructure: Axiom-4 enabled ISRO to conduct biological and materials
science experiments, such as muscle behaviour and moong dal germination.
Imperative: Develop India’s own space bio-labs and low-Earth orbit (LEO) testbeds.

3. Developing a Modular Indian Space Station: Shukla’s ISS experience informs India’s ambition to
build an indigenous space station by 2035.

Need: Modular architecture, life-support systems, and orbital infrastructure to support long-duration
missions.

4. Autonomous Navigation and Docking Systems: Axiom-4’s complex docking with the ISS highlights
the importance of autonomous spacecraft.
Imperative: Develop indigenous avionics, Al-assisted navigation, and automated docking capabilities.

Building a Next-Gen Commercial Space Ecosystem

1 Private Sector Participation (IN-SPACe, NSIL): The creation of IN-SPACe and NewSpace India Ltd
(NSIL) is fostering commercialisation. Indian startups like Skyroot, Agnikul, and Bellatrix are entering
launch and propulsion markets.

2. Space Industrial Parks and Clusters: India must invest in space-specific SEZs to promote
manufacturing of satellites, habitats, and reusable vehicles.
Example: Tamil Nadu and Karnataka are proposing space-tech corridors.

3. Reusable Launch Vehicles (RLVs): The global shift to reusability—led by SpaceX’s Falcon 9—
demands Indian innovation in RLVs. ISRO’s RLV-TD tests must evolve into operational models by 2030.
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4. Low-Earth Orbit (LEO) Constellations: To match competitors like Starlink and OneWeb, India must
build LEO broadband constellations to monetise its spectrum and meet rural digital needs.

International Collaboration and Talent Development

1. Partnerships with Axiom Space, NASA, ESA: Collaborating on missions like Axiom-4 expands India’s
access to crewed flight experience and orbital tech.

2. Skilling Next-Gen Workforce: India must integrate aerospace education, astronautics, and
robotics into technical curricula and foster public-private research clusters.

Conclusion

India must transition from a cost-effective launch provider to a global innovation hub. Axiom-4 signals that
with focused technology investment, India can lead in the future space economy.

The Bar Council of India’'s rules for foreign lawyers emphasize reciprocity. Analyze how
these regulations impact India's legal services sector, international trade engagements, and
its broader economic diplomacy.

Introduction

India’s new Bar Council rules regulating foreign lawyers reflect a balance between global integration and
regulatory sovereignty. By emphasizing reciprocity, they redefine the contours of India’s legal market and
economic diplomacy.

Understanding the New Framework

1. Structured Liberalisation with Reciprocity: The Bar Council of India Rules for Registration and
Regulation of Foreign Lawyers and Foreign Law Firms in India (2024) allow foreign legal
practitioners to operate in India under registration-based, ethics-bound frameworks.
Rule 3: Allows foreign law firms to operate with prior registration.
Rule 4(h): Requires a “good standing” certificate.

2. Fly-in, Fly-out (FIFO) Model: Temporarily permits foreign lawyers for specific transactions, limited
to 60 days annually, akin to global best practices.

3. Scope Limited to Home Country Law: Foreign lawyers can advise on home-country law or
international arbitration, but cannot engage in Indian litigation or property law—preserving domestic
professional domains.

Impact on the Indian Legal Services Sector

1. Professional Standardization: Enforcing ethical, disclosure, and good-standing norms elevates
professional accountability. Example: Unlike India's uniform BCI oversight, U.S. has decentralised bar
licensing, which complicates mutual recognition.

2. Market Access with Safeguards: Foreign entry boosts competition and expertise in niche areas like
M&A, cross-border arbitration, and fintech law, while protecting Indian legal sovereignty.
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3. Skill Transfer and Global Collaboration: Collaborations with global law firms enhance the capacity
of Indian firms, especially in commercial arbitration, ESG law, and international taxation. NASSCOM (2023),
Increasing demand for transnational legal advice in India’s $250 billion IT and services sector.

Implications for International Trade Engagements

1. Not Part of Trade Negotiations by Design: Legal services are constitutionally excluded from
commercial trade under Entries 77 and 78, Union List, as reinforced by Bar of Indian Lawyers v. D.K. Gandhi
(2024). Hence, excluded from FTAs like the UK-India pact.

2. Global Backlash and Reciprocity Clause: U.S. firms claim these rules are a “non-trade barrier.”
However, Indian lawyers face strict licensing barriers abroad (e.g., state bar exams in the U.S.), justifying
India’s reciprocity condition.

3. Alignment with WTO GATS Flexibilities: India has committed under the General Agreement on
Trade in Services (GATS) to open legal services conditionally, allowing it to regulate based on public interest
and sovereignty.

India’s Economic Diplomacy and Global Legal Identity

1. Enhancing Legal Diplomacy: By creating a clear, transparent entry path, India positions itself as a
responsible legal hub in the Global South, improving trust in its dispute resolution mechanisms.

2. Complementing India’s Global Trade Strategy: These rules support broader initiatives like Ease of
Doing Business and Vivad se Vishwas by aligning regulatory clarity with foreign investor expectations.

3. Global Legal Services Hub Vision: Long-term, India aims to host international arbitration centres
(e.g., GIFT-IFSC) and attract high-value disputes from Southeast Asia and Africa.

Conclusion
The BCI rules redefine India’s legal globalization—prioritizing reciprocity, regulation, and readiness. They
protect professional integrity while enabling India’s ascent as a reliable legal player in economic diplomacy.

Agroforestry offers significant potential for biodiversity protection and ecosystem services.
Analyze the environmental challenges hindering its broader adoption, and discuss policy
and technological interventions for maximizing its ecological benefits.

Introduction

Agroforestry—an integrative land-use system combining agriculture and forestry—offers immense potential
to restore degraded ecosystems, enhance biodiversity, and sequester carbon. In a climate-vulnerable country
like India, it can serve as a green growth model. However, several systemic and environmental hurdles have
restricted its wider adoption.

Environmental and Structural Challenges to Agroforestry Adoption

1. Regulatory Constraints on Tree Harvesting: Many high-value species like teak and sandalwood are
subject to strict felling and transit regulations. Only 33 species are exempt from interstate transit
permits (MoEFCC, 2023). This disincentivizes farmers from cultivating biodiverse tree systems.
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Fragmented and Degraded Land: Small and marginal landholdings (86% of Indian farmers as per
Agriculture Census 2021) limit long-term investments in tree-based systems, which have delayed
economic returns.

Climate Vulnerability and Ecological Imbalance: Agroforestry systems can be vulnerable to
droughts, floods, and pest outbreaks—exacerbated by erratic climate patterns. Example: The 2022
heatwave in North India caused a 20-30% reduction in sapling survival in several agroforestry pilot
plots.

Information Deficits and Technological Gaps: Farmers lack access to scientific knowledge about
compatible tree-crop combinations, site-specific species, and silvicultural practices. Language and
literacy barriers hinder uptake of digital advisory tools like Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) resources.
Lack of Carbon Market Integration: India’s agroforestry potential to sequester 68 MtCO,/year
(ICAR-CAFRI, 2024) remains largely untapped due to poor awareness and access to voluntary carbon
markets.

Policy and Technological Interventions for Scaling Ecological Benefits

1.

Liberalizing Tree Felling Norms: Harmonizing central and state tree transit rules and expanding the
list of exempted species can ease adoption. National Agroforestry Policy (NAP) 2014 encourages
states to streamline tree governance—yet implementation remains uneven.

Mainstreaming Agroforestry in MNREGA and PMKSY: Integrating tree-based systems into flagship
schemes like MGNREGA (afforestation) and PM Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (micro-irrigation for tree
saplings) can improve scalability.

Institutional Credit and Insurance: Agroforestry requires long-term finance. Dedicated credit lines
via NABARD and inclusion under crop insurance schemes (PMFBY) would de-risk adoption for
smallholders.

Digital Advisory and Platforms: Initiatives like AgroConnect—a digital prototype—can
democratize access to scientific knowledge, planting guides, market linkages, and carbon credit
registration. Similar to Cameroon’s informal agroforestry success, India can benefit from
community-driven models with institutional support.

Carbon Market Integration and MRV Frameworks: Creating simplified Monitoring, Reporting,
and Verification (MRV) tools for smallholders can help monetize ecosystem services through
Voluntary Carbon Standards (VCS) or Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) platforms.
Research and Extension: Scaling ICAR-CAFRI’s research through Krishi Vigyan Kendras and State
Forest Departments can provide localized best practices and support resilient agro-ecosystems.

Conclusion

Agroforestry offers a win-win strategy for biodiversity, climate resilience, and farmer livelihoods. Realizing its
full ecological potential requires regulatory reform, inclusive technology, and integrated policy frameworks
rooted in sustainability and rural empowerment.

Integrating entrepreneurship into mainstream curriculum is key for India's 'startup nation'
vision. Analyze the governance reforms and policy frameworks required to foster innovation
and an ethically-driven, future-ready workforce.

Introduction:
With over 1.59 lakh startups recognized by DPIIT and more than 100 unicorns, India has emerged as the
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world’s third-largest startup ecosystem. To sustain this momentum and leverage its youth demographic,
integrating entrepreneurship into mainstream education is not just timely—it is essential to build a future-
ready, ethically grounded workforce.

Why Entrepreneurship Education Is Essential for India’s Growth

1.

Job Creation and Economic Growth

In a nation where 50% of the population is below 25, entrepreneurship shifts focus from job-
seeking to job-creation. According to NITI Aayog, MSMEs and startups could contribute up to 30%
of GDP by 2030.

Grassroots Innovation: Rural and Tier-2/3 students understand local problems best. Programs like
Atal Innovation Mission and Startup India Yatra have revealed that innovations in healthcare, water
management, and agri-tech often come from semi-urban colleges.

Future-Ready SKills: Entrepreneurship education builds 21st-century skills—critical thinking,
digital fluency, financial literacy, risk-taking, and resilience.

Governance Reforms Needed to Scale Entrepreneurship Education

1.

Curriculum Mandate Across Disciplines: Despite NEP 2020’s focus on innovation and creativity,
entrepreneurship is still seen as peripheral. Reform such as mandate entrepreneurship modules
across all undergraduate programs, including arts, sciences, and commerce. Example: Delhi
University’s interdisciplinary innovation labs and BITS Pilani’s "New Venture Creation" minor can be
national models.

Teacher Training and Pedagogical Innovation: A major bottleneck is the lack of trained faculty to
deliver entrepreneurial education. Reform like National-level Faculty Development Programs
(FDPs) on Lean Startup Method, design thinking, and use of Al tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Canva Al).
Example: Wadhwani Foundation's “Ignite” model provides hands-on startup mentoring for both
students and teachers.

Creation of Innovation Clusters and Incubators in Tier-2/3 Colleges: Most startup hubs are still
metro-centric. Reform Incentivize state universities to set up sectoral innovation labs (e.g., agri-tech
in Punjab, climate-tech in Assam) with help from T-Hub, Kerala Startup Mission, and private VCs.
Example: IDEA Labs, now in 3000+ AICTE-affiliated colleges, show early success.

National Entrepreneurship Credit Framework (NECF): Reform such as recognize business
competitions, incubation projects, and startup internships for academic credits across universities.
UGC’s 2022 flexibility in offering entrepreneurship minors is a welcome step but needs wider
execution.

Policy Frameworks to Align Industry, Technology, and Ethics

1.

Ethical and Sustainable Innovation Mandate: Embed Environmental, Social, and Governance
(ESG) principles and SDG-aligned entrepreneurship in curricula. Example: Stanford integrates
social innovation into every venture model. India must do the same.

Digital-First Startup Toolkit: Make tools like Microsoft Copilot, Notion, Canva Al, and Bubble.io
accessible under public-funded programs. Combine with Startup India portal to offer an integrated
national platform for idea validation, funding access, and mentorship.

Public-Private Partnerships: Encourage co-development of entrepreneurship modules by
corporates, incubators, and civil society. Example: NSRCEL at IIM Bangalore and PIEDS at BITS
Pilani partner with industry to support real-world startup incubation.
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Conclusion:

For India to truly become a “startup nation,” it must democratize entrepreneurship education beyond elite
institutions. Governance reforms, ethical alignment, and grassroots innovation are key. A future-ready India
requires education systems that cultivate not just business acumen—but also purpose-driven leadership.

Amidst widening global rifts, India and Europe can anchor a multipolar world. Analyze the
strategic and geopolitical implications of this emerging axis for strengthening
multilateralism and fostering global stability.

Introduction:

As the world grapples with renewed great-power competition, territorial conflicts, and fractured
multilateralism, the emerging India-Europe strategic partnership offers a stable, values-driven alternative.
Anchored in democracy, sustainable development, and rule-based order, this axis can play a pivotal role in
shaping a balanced, multipolar global system.

Rationale Behind the India-Europe Convergence

1.

Shared Democratic and Multilateral Values: Both India and the EU support rules-based
international order, multilateral institutions (UN, WTO), and sustainable global governance. In a
world fragmented by US-China rivalry, this alignment provides normative stability.

Balancing Great Power Hegemony: India’s strategic autonomy (e.g., on Ukraine) and EU’s push for
strategic sovereignty signal their desire to reduce dependence on US and China. This makes them
natural allies in building a multipolar architecture.

Geoeconomic Imperatives: The EU is India’s third-largest trading partner (2023: over €120
billion in bilateral trade). Between 2015-2022, EU27’s FDI in India grew by 136%, reflecting trustin
India’s economic trajectory. New corridors like the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC) can rewire global supply chains beyond volatile chokepoints.

Strategic and Geopolitical Implications

1.

Strengthening Multilateralism: In institutions like WTO, UNFCCC, and G20, India and Europe can
co-lead reforms. Their joint commitment to digital sovereignty, climate goals, and equitable
vaccine distribution has already influenced global debates.

Security and Defense Cooperation: Collaboration spans maritime security (Indo-Pacific),
cybersecurity, counterterrorism, and defense industrial collaboration. Programs like India-
France joint patrols in the Indian Ocean and dialogue under India-EU Strategic Partnership 2020
reinforce defense ties.

Technology and Innovation Axis: India and Europe converge on preventing a tech duopoly by the
US and China. Shared interests in Al governance, semiconductor value chains, green tech, and
digital public infrastructure present avenues for co-innovation. Europe’s leadership in deep-tech
and India’s strength in scale and affordability are complementary.

Geo-cultural and Academic Collaboration: Expanded mobility frameworks for students,
researchers, and entrepreneurs—like Erasmus+ and Horizon Europe—can create innovation
ecosystems. Joint research in climate resilience, health tech, biodiversity, and blue economy can
address global commons.
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5. Countering Authoritarian Influence and Disinformation: India and the EU can collaborate to
uphold internet freedoms, information integrity, and resist coercive practices by authoritarian
states.

Challenges and the Road Ahead

® Differences on Ukraine and Trade Protectionism remain.

® EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) is a point of friction.

® However, initiatives like the proposed India-EU Free Trade Agreement and early harvest deals can
overcome trade hurdles.

Conclusion

In an era of polarized global politics, India and Europe—anchored in pluralism, pragmatism, and partnership—
can lead the way in strengthening multilateralism. Their growing convergence is not merely transactional but
transformative, offering a framework for a stable, multipolar world order rooted in sustainability, inclusion,
and international law.

India’s rapid urbanization poses challenges for ideal transit solutions. Analyze how current
urban planning balances sustainability and cost-effectiveness in developing transport
infrastructure, impacting livability and social equity in cities.

Introduction:

With over 40% of India’s population projected to live in urban areas by 2035 (UN World Urbanization
Prospects), the demand for sustainable and cost-effective urban mobility is intensifying. Transit planning now
lies at the intersection of infrastructure, environment, and equity.

The Challenge of Urban Transit in India

1. Growing Urban Sprawl: India's cities are expanding beyond their cores, leading to longer commutes
and rising vehicular dependency. With 60% of India expected to become urbanized by the 2060s,
mobility needs are outpacing infrastructure growth.

2. Inadequate Public Transport Penetration: Only 37% of urban residents have access to public
transport (Economic Survey 2023), compared to 50%+ in Brazil and China. India needs 2 lakh urban
buses, but only 35,000 are operational, highlighting a glaring deficit.

Current Planning: A Mixed Bag

1. Metro Systems - High Impact but High Cost: Over X3 lakh crore has been invested in urban metros,
but cost recovery remains poor due to low ridership and high operation costs. Fares remain a
sensitive issue, with even marginal hikes leading to reduced footfalls. Last-mile connectivity is still
underdeveloped, impacting commuter convenience.

2. Bus-Based Transit and e-Mobility Push: Under PM e-Bus Sewa and PM e-Drive, 14,000 new e-
buses and over 1 lakh e-rickshaws are being added. However, e-buses have 82% life cycle losses over
70 years due to high battery and maintenance costs. Private investment remains low due to weak
returns and uncertain operating models.
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3. Ignored Alternatives: Trams and Trolleybuses: Trams show 45% long-term profitability, better
life-cycle performance, and lower emissions, yet are neglected in policy. Kochi's planned tram
introduction may become a model for integrating sustainability and cost-efficiency.

Impact on Livability and Social Equity

1. Sustainability Dimension: Transport contributes 10% of India’s GHG emissions (MoEFCC 2023).
Clean modes like electric trams, cycling infrastructure, and pedestrian pathways are critical for
sustainable cities. Focus on e-mobility and low-emission fuels aligns with India’s net-zero
commitment by 2070.

2. Social Equity and Affordability: Marginalized groups depend on affordable public transport. Fare
hikes and underdeveloped bus systems disproportionately affect the urban poor. High capital-
intensive projects often neglect low-income neighborhoods, worsening urban inequality.

3. Livability Indicators: The Ease of Living Index 2020 ranks cities based on mobility, air quality, and
public transport. Cities like Bengaluru and Delhi lag despite heavy investments, due to poor integration
and traffic congestion. Livability improves when transit planning considers affordability, accessibility,
and environmental health.

Conclusion

A diversified mobility model—balancing metros, trams, buses, and NMT (non-motorised transport)—is vital.
Ensuring financial sustainability and social equity in transport will define India’s urban future and the success
of Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Centre's new funding curbs and 'sunset dates' for schemes like MGNREGA aim for
effectiveness. Analyze their implications for welfare delivery, fiscal federalism, and
responsive social security in India.

Introduction

The Finance Ministry’s June 2024 directive to impose ‘sunset clauses’ and strict funding curbs on Central
and Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSSs), including demand-driven schemes like MGNREGA, reflects an
evolving paradigm in public finance—focusing on accountability, impact assessment, and fiscal prudence.

Rationale Behind the Move

1. Efficiency and Accountability: India spends over 5% of its GDP on subsidies and welfare schemes.
However, many schemes suffer from fragmentation, duplication, and mission drift. Introducing sunset
clauses ensures periodic re-evaluation and disincentivizes bureaucratic inertia in poorly performing
schemes.

2. Fiscal Prudence: With high fiscal deficits (5.1% of GDP in FY25 Budget Estimate), the Centre seeks to
optimize limited resources by capping total scheme outlays (5.5x average of FY22-25 spending). It
aligns with the broader reform agenda of outcome-based budgeting and fiscal consolidation.

Implications for Welfare Delivery

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] June 2025

1. Positive Outcomes: Evaluation-based extensions will help scale high-impact programmes such as
Swachh Bharat Mission or PMAY-U which have measurable outcomes. Encourages ministries to adopt
aresults-based framework and engage third-party assessors and real-time dashboards.

2. Concerns for Universal and Rights-Based Schemes: MGNREGA, a demand-driven, rights-based law
under the Ministry of Rural Development, is designed to respond to distress, not fixed quotas. Imposing
projected beneficiary ceilings undermines the Act's legal guarantee of 100 days of wage
employment. This may erode welfare responsiveness, especially during droughts or job crises.

3. Potential Exclusion: In schemes like PM Poshan or ICDS, stricter financial ceilings could lead to
exclusion errors and delayed fund releases, particularly affecting children, women, and the elderly in
vulnerable communities.

Impact on Fiscal Federalism

1. Increased Central Control: Centrally Sponsored Schemes account for 41% of total CSS/CS
expenditure, often with rigid guidelines despite implementation by States. The new fund limits and
approval requirements (even for demand-driven increases) reflect a unitary tilt, potentially infringing
on State autonomy.

2. Strained State Finances: States contribute a share (often 40%) in CSSs, but unpredictable central
disbursements can distort State budgeting cycles, forcing them to either cut welfare or borrow more.
This contradicts the spirit of cooperative federalism advocated in the 14th and 15th Finance
Commissions.

Responsive Social Security: The Balancing Act

1. Need for Data-Driven Reforms: Schemes must be aligned with SDGs, poverty estimates, climate
vulnerabilities, and health indicators, not only fiscal benchmarks. Example: Expansion of Ayushman
Bharat must consider health inflation and rural morbidity, not fixed outlay ceilings.

2. Integrated Monitoring Systems: Aadhaar-based Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT), JAM trinity, and
SEBI/NITI Aayog performance dashboards can help ensure real-time feedback loops to improve
welfare targeting without cutting entitlements.

Conclusion

While sunset clauses and fiscal curbs bring rigour and discipline to public expenditure it may compromise
inclusive growth and social resilience. For a welfare state like India, balancing fiscal discipline with the
flexibility to protect the vulnerable remains essential for meaningful social security and robust federal
cooperation.

The IAEA's non-compliance resolution against Iran, risking UN Security Council escalation,
poses challenges. Discuss its implications for nuclear non-proliferation, regional stability,
and international diplomacy.

Introduction

On June 12, 2025, the IAEA Board of Governors formally declared Iran in breach of its 1974 Comprehensive
Safeguards Agreement. This resolution marks a pivotal development in global nuclear governance, with
potential escalation to the UN Security Council. The move carries significant implications for nuclear non-
proliferation, Middle East stability, and global diplomatic dynamics.
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Implications for Nuclear Non-Proliferation

1.

Breakdown of Safeguards Mechanisms: The IAEA found Iran non-compliant with its obligation to
disclose nuclear materials and facilities, undermining confidence in the effectiveness of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and its verification regime. Iran, an NPT signatory, is accused of secretly
enriching uranium to near-weapons grade at undeclared sites (e.g., Lavisan-Shian, Turquzabad).
Setback to JCPOA Framework: The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), aimed at
limiting Iran's nuclear capabilities, is on the verge of collapse. Snapback sanctions under UN Resolution
2231 could be triggered post-October 2025, effectively nullifying the deal.

Erosion of IAEA Authority: Repeated Iranian defiance, such as denying access to sites and not
installing surveillance devices, weakens the credibility of the IAEA as a nuclear watchdog. Past similar
non-compliance by North Korea led to its withdrawal from the NPT and eventual nuclear armament.

Impact on Regional Stability

1.

Heightened Israel-Iran Tensions: Israel’s preemptive strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities post-
resolution reflect the region’s volatility. Tel Aviv considers a nuclear Iran an existential threat; this pre-
emptive doctrine could provoke regional war.

Gulf State Reactions: While several Gulf states backed the IAEA resolution, they also risk becoming
frontlines in a broader Iran-Israel confrontation. Iran’s drone mobilization and missile systems targeting
U.S. and Gulf bases could destabilize maritime trade and energy supplies.

Risk of Proxy Escalation: Iran could activate regional proxies like Hezbollah (Lebanon) or Houthis
(Yemen), widening the conflict arc. This would jeopardize regional security corridors such as the Strait
of Hormuz, through which 20% of global oil flows.

Consequences for International Diplomacy

1.

UNSC Gridlock Possible: While the IAEA can escalate non-compliance under Article XII.C, veto-
wielding members like Russia and China—who voted against the resolution—may block punitive
action in the Security Council. This mirrors past divisions during Syria and North Korea crises.
Backchannel Diplomacy Under Strain: Parallel negotiations hosted by Oman have stalled. A formal
Security Council referral could harden Iran’s position and derail diplomatic engagement. Iran has
announced plans to construct deeper underground enrichment sites in response.

U.S.-Europe vs. China-Russia Polarization: The resolution further entrenches global bloc politics,
with Western nations demanding inspections and compliance, while others accuse the West of
politicising IAEA safeguards.

Conclusion

The IAEA resolution against Iran represents a critical juncture for global nuclear governance. While intended
to uphold the sanctity of non-proliferation, it risks geopolitical polarization, regional military escalation, and
diplomatic gridlock. A balance between enforcement and engagement is essential to prevent another nuclear
crisis and ensure a stable, rules-based international order.
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UNFPA highlights India's 'fertility crisis’ as denial of reproductive agency, not just declining
numbers. Analyze how public health policies and social justice initiatives must be reoriented
to ensure genuine reproductive choice and empowerment.

Introduction

The UNFPA'’s State of the World Population Report 2025 reframes the “fertility crisis” as a denial of
reproductive agency rather than mere demographic decline. In India, this calls for a re-evaluation of public
health and social justice frameworks, ensuring reproductive choices are rights-based, equitable, and aligned
with individual aspirations—not driven by population control imperatives.

Reproductive Agency: The Real Crisis

1.

Shifting Narrative: India's Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has fallen to 2.0 (SRS 2020), below the
replacement level of 2.1. However, the focus must shift from numbers to reproductive justice —
ensuring individuals can decide if, when, and how many children to have.

Unmet Aspirations: According to UNFPA and YouGov, 36% of Indians faced unintended pregnancies,
and 30% couldn't conceive when they wanted to. NFHS-5 data reveals a 9.4% unmet need for family
planning among married women aged 15-49.

Underachieved and Overachieved Fertility: Both having more children than desired and being
unable to have children when desired reflect constraints in accessing contraception, assisted
reproductive technologies (ART), and support systems.

Reorienting Public Health Policies

1.

Diversify Family Planning Options: India’s contraception regime is still skewed towards female
sterilization (over 37% usage in NFHS-5). Need to promote reversible methods—condoms, 1UDs,
injectables, and emergency contraceptives—with awareness campaigns, particularly among youth and
rural populations.

Integrated Reproductive Healthcare: Link family planning to maternal health, infertility treatment,
and reproductive counseling. Make ARTs affordable and regulated; infertility remains stigmatized and
treatments are costly due to private-sector dominance and lack of insurance coverage.

Access for Marginalized Communities: Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and women in the
informal sector face compounded barriers due to poor infrastructure, social stigma, and limited
awareness.

Social Justice and Structural Reforms

1.

Gender-Responsive Reproductive Ecosystem: Strengthen laws and policies around parental leave,
workplace childcare, flexible work, and non-discriminatory hiring. Only 10% of Indian workers have
access to maternity benefits (ILO, 2023).

Address Social Norms and Male Involvement: Encourage male responsibility in family planning and
caregiving. Break stigma around discussing contraception, infertility, and reproductive rights,
especially in conservative communities.

Education and Empowerment: Comprehensive sexuality education in schools, vocational training,
and community outreach are crucial. Empowering girls through education is key to informed
reproductive choices. As per NFHS-5, early marriage still affects 23.3% of women aged 20-24.

Conclusion
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India’s fertility challenge is not numeric but normative—rooted in restricted agency and unequal power
structures. Policies must pivot from controlling fertility to empowering choice. A people-centred, gender-just
approach to reproductive health, anchored in dignity and equity, is essential for a resilient and responsive
population strategy in a transforming demographic landscape.

India's maritime firefighting capabilities are tested by frequent accidents. Analyze the
efficacy of existing policy and institutional frameworks, and the need for enhanced regional
cooperation to ensure maritime safety and security.

Introduction

India’s vast coastline of over 7,500 km and strategic location near busy maritime chokepoints expose it to
frequent maritime accidents involving fires, oil spills, and hazardous cargo. Recent incidents like the fire
onboard MV Wan Hai 503 have tested the nation's firefighting readiness.

Maritime Firefighting in India: Current Capabilities and Institutional Response

1. Institutional Framework: The Indian Coast Guard (ICG), under the Ministry of Defence, is the
principal agency for maritime search and rescue (SAR) and firefighting. Its patrol vessels are
equipped with external firefighting (Fi-Fi) systems.

The Indian Navy, Director General Shipping (DGS), and Ports Authorities also play supporting
roles.

2. Case Studies Reflecting Capability

© MV Wan Hai 503 (June 2024): Fire involving 140 hazardous cargo containers controlled by
coordinated efforts of ICG, Navy, and the vessel's agents.

o  MT New Diamond (2020): Fire on a VLCC carrying 2.7 lakh tonnes of crude oil off Sri Lanka
was extinguished by ICG and Navy—demonstrating India's blue water response strength.

3. National Maritime Search and Rescue Board (NMSARB): A key coordination platform under the
Ministry of Defence ensures unified command among multiple agencies. However, inter-agency
drills, rapid response protocols, and data sharing remain limited.

Gaps and Challenges in Policy and Implementation

1. Lack of Hazardous Material Protocols: Over 1,754 containers in MV Wan Hai 503 carried various
materials, of which over 140 were hazardous. India lacks centralised cargo tracking and container
inspection mechanisms for such ships docking at Indian ports.

2. Slow Salvage and Oil Spill Response: India’s National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan
(NOSDCP) is operational but reactive, with limited decentralised capability for Tier-1I and Tier-III
spills. Ports and coastal States are often underprepared, lacking trained personnel and equipment.

3. Human Resource and Technology Constraints: Limited availability of fire-resistant salvage ships,
marine drones, and high-speed response boats. Training gaps in handling chemical fires and LNG
tanker accidents.

Need for Enhanced Regional Cooperation

1. Strategic Importance of Chokepoints: With increasing traffic at the Strait of Hormuz, Malacca
Strait, and Laccadive Sea, coordinated firefighting and salvage response is a necessity. Accidents at
chokepoints could halt global energy flows.
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2. Multilateral Mechanisms: India is part of IORA, QUAD, and IMO initiatives on maritime safety.
However, operational coordination on SAR and firefighting needs strengthening. India could lead a
South Asian Maritime Disaster Response Force (SAMDREF) to institutionalise training, joint drills,
and technology sharing.

3. Public-Private Collaboration: Engage private shipping and port operators in incident simulation
exercises, capacity audits, and hazardous material response plans.

Conclusion

Rising hazards from oil tankers, gas carriers, and hazardous cargo demand a more proactive, technologically
advanced, and regionally integrated framework. Future maritime safety lies in synergized policies, institutional
agility, and robust regional cooperation to protect coastal economies and ecosystems.

India's Global Gender Gap Index ranking necessitates enhanced women's participation in
policymaking. Analyze the governance and institutional challenges hindering this, and
suggest policy measures for inclusive and equitable development.

Introduction

India’s low ranking in the Global Gender Gap Index underscores persistent systemic barriers to women's
political empowerment. Achieving inclusive development demands institutional reforms to ensure equitable
participation in governance and policymaking.

Current Scenario and Global Ranking

1. Indiaranked 131 out of 148 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index 2025 by the World Economic Forum,
with an overall gender parity score of 64.1%, among the lowest in South Asia.

2. While improvements were observed in economic participation (+0.9 percentage points) and
educational attainment, the decline in political empowerment — from 14.7% to 13.8% female
representation in Parliament and from 6.5% to 5.6% in ministerial roles — significantly pulled down the
overall ranking.

Governance and Institutional Challenges

1. Delayed Implementation of Legal Reforms: The Women’s Reservation Act (2023) — which
provides for 33% reservation for women in Parliament and State Assemblies — is deferred till 2029,
pending the Census and delimitation, delaying transformative political inclusion.

2. Patriarchal Party Structures: Political parties continue to field few women candidates, citing
unwritten biases about "winnability". Despite no legal barriers, parties voluntarily nominate women
in single digits, showcasing lack of intent.

3. Underrepresentation in Bureaucracy and Local Governance: Though Panchayati Raj Institutions
reserve 33% to 50% seats for women, tokenism, proxy leadership, and poor training limit effective
participation. In the civil services, women account for less than 20% of IAS officers.

4. Lack of Support Systems: Inadequate childcare support, flexible work policies, and workplace
safety deter women from entering or continuing in public life. Electoral violence and online
harassment further discourage women'’s leadership.
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5. Weak Institutional Accountability: Bodies like the National Commission for Women (NCW) often
lack teeth or budget to enforce systemic change. Gender budgeting is underutilized and inconsistent
across ministries.

Policy Measures for Inclusive and Equitable Development

1. Accelerate Implementation of Women’s Reservation Act: Expedite Census and delimitation
exercises to implement the Act by 2026, ensuring timely political representation.

2. Mandate Political Party Quotas: Introduce party-based candidate quota laws, as seen in countries
like France and Mexico, requiring parties to nominate a minimum percentage of women.

3. Strengthen Capacity and Leadership Training: Expand programmes like Mahila Samakhya and
introduce public leadership fellowships for women in politics, bureaucracy, and panchayats.

4. Institutionalise Gender Mainstreaming: All ministries should adopt Gender Equality Action Plans,
ensure gender-disaggregated data, and strengthen gender budgeting with performance audits.

5. Enhance Support Systems: Ensure access to creches in legislative buildings, campaign financing
for women, anti-harassment units during elections, and digital literacy training for secure
participation.

6. Leverage Civil Society and Digital Platforms: Promote platforms for civic engagement, including
women’s political forums and e-governance tools, to crowdsource ideas and enhance representation.

Conclusion

Empowering women in policymaking is essential for equitable governance. Institutional reforms, proactive
political will, and inclusive planning will bridge the gender gap and build a more just, participatory democracy.
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