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British Conquest of Sindh and Punjab 

1. With reference to the British annexation of Sindh in 1843, consider the following statements:  

1. Mountstuart Elphinstone described the conquest as a "bullying" act that resembled a bully who has been 

beaten in the street coming home to beat his wife in revenge. 

2. The annexation was widely criticized by British historians and officials as a "post-facto justification" for 

the failure of the First Anglo-Afghan War. 

3. General Charles Napier’s dispatch "Peccavi" (I have Sinned/Sind) was intended as a sincere apology to the 

British Parliament for exceeding his legal authority. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Elphinstone, a prominent British statesman, was highly critical of the annexation. He 

used the "bully" analogy to point out that the British, after being humiliated and defeated in Afghanistan, chose 

to attack the weaker Amirs of Sindh to restore their military pride and secure a territorial "consolation prize." 

Statement 2: Correct. The conquest of Sindh had no legal or moral justification; it was a strategic move by 

Lord Ellenborough and Charles Napier to compensate for the Afghan disaster. Historians often view it as a 

predatory act where the British deliberately provoked the Amirs into war to seize their lands. 

Statement 3: Incorrect. While Napier did use the pun "Peccavi" (Latin for "I have sinned"), it was not a sincere 

apology. It was a witty, albeit arrogant, play on words sent to his superiors, acknowledging the irony that he 

had conquered Sindh despite the lack of moral or legal authority to do so. 

  

2. Consider the following statements regarding the rise of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and the Sikh state: 

1. Ranjit Singh belonged to the Sukerchakia Misl, which was one of the twelve sovereign Sikh confederacies 

(Misls) that emerged after the decline of the Mughals. 

2. In 1799, Ranjit Singh was appointed as the Governor of Lahore by the Afghan ruler Zaman Shah, which 

served as a legitimate foundation for his future expansion. 

3. The unification of the trans-Sutlej Sikh territories was achieved primarily through the use of the "Gurmata" 

(central council of the Misls), which Ranjit Singh revived. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Following the decline of the Mughals and the invasions of Ahmad Shah Abdali, Punjab 

was divided into twelve Misls. Ranjit Singh’s father was the head of the Sukerchakia Misl, which eventually 

absorbed or defeated the others under Ranjit's leadership. 

Statement 2: Correct. Zaman Shah, the grandson of Abdali, invaded Punjab but had to retreat due to internal 

rebellion. He recognized Ranjit Singh’s power and appointed him as the Governor of Lahore. This gave Ranjit 

Singh a legal foothold in the capital of Punjab. 
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Statement 3: Incorrect. Ranjit Singh actually abolished the political power of the Gurmata in 1805. He 

preferred an autocratic and secular form of government rather than a confederate religious council, allowing 

him to appoint non-Sikhs like Dogras and Muslims to high positions in his administration. 

  

3. Regarding the military and administrative systems of the Sikh Empire under Ranjit Singh, consider 

the following: 

1. The Fauj-i-Khas was a specialized elite brigade of the Sikh army, trained on the French model by European 

officers like Ventura and Allard. 

2. Ranjit Singh’s administration was strictly theo-centric, where only baptized (Khalsa) Sikhs were allowed 

to hold high ministerial or military positions. 

3. The state maintained a neutral religious policy, making significant grants to Hindu temples and Sufi shrines 

alongside Gurudwaras. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct.  Ranjit Singh recognized the superiority of European military tactics. He employed 

French and Italian generals who had served under Napoleon to modernize his infantry and artillery, making 

the Sikh army the second-best in Asia after the British. 

Statement 2: Incorrect. Ranjit Singh was known for his secular and meritocratic approach. His Prime Minister 

(Dhian Singh Dogra) was a Hindu, his Foreign Minister (Fakir Azizuddin) was a Muslim, and his Finance 

Minister (Dina Nath) was a Hindu. This inclusivity was a pillar of his stability. 

Statement 3: Correct. Maharaja Ranjit Singh presented himself as a servant of the Khalsa, but his governance 

was inclusive. He donated gold for the Kashi Vishwanath temple and supported various non-Sikh religious 

institutions to ensure the loyalty of his diverse subjects. 

  

4. With reference to the relationship between the British and the Sikh state, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The British and Ranjit Singh were both parties to the Tripartite Treaty of 1838, aimed at placing Shah Shuja 

on the throne of Kabul to counter Russian influence. 

2. Despite his military strength, Ranjit Singh followed a policy of cautious avoidance of conflict with the 

British, famously stating, "I see all India becoming red." 

3. The British violated the spirit of mutual non-interference by occupying Ferozepur in 1835, which Ranjit 

Singh had long claimed as his territory. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 
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Statement 1: Correct.  The Tripartite Treaty involved the British, Ranjit Singh, and Shah Shuja. However, Ranjit 

Singh was shrewd; he allowed the British to pass through his territory but refused to let British troops be 

permanently stationed in Punjab. 

Statement 2: Correct. Ranjit Singh was a realist. He observed how the British had swallowed other Indian 

powers like the Marathas and Mysore. He knew that while he could win a few battles, he could not win a 

prolonged war against the British resources. 

Statement 3: Correct. Ferozepur was strategically located on the banks of the Sutlej. The British unilaterally 

occupied it and converted it into a military cantonment, which was a direct provocation to Ranjit Singh, though 

he chose not to go to war over it. 

  

5. Consider the following statements regarding the Treaty of Amritsar (1809): 

1. It established the Sutlej River as the permanent boundary between the British territories and the Sikh 

Empire. 

2. The treaty forced Ranjit Singh to abandon his dream of unifying all the Sikh-dominated territories, 

specifically those of the Cis-Sutlej states. 

3. It provided the British with a secure northern frontier, allowing them to focus on the Napoleonic threat 

and their expansion in Central India. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The treaty was a diplomatic victory for Charles Metcalfe (representing the British). It 

fixed the Sutlej as the dividing line, with Ranjit Singh promising not to maintain troops on the left bank. 

Statement 2: Correct.  Ranjit Singh wanted to be the leader of all Sikhs, including those in Patiala, Nabha, and 

Jind. However, the British took these "Cis-Sutlej" states under their protection, effectively blocking Ranjit 

Singh’s expansion toward the south and east. 

Statement 3: Correct. By neutralizing Ranjit Singh through diplomacy, the British avoided a two-front war. 

This peace lasted for 30 years, during which Ranjit Singh expanded toward Peshawar, Kashmir, and Multan, 

while the British consolidated their hold over the rest of India. 

  

6. Following the death of Ranjit Singh in 1839, the Punjab state collapsed into chaos. Consider the 

following statements regarding the court factions:  

1. The "Dogra Faction," led by brothers Dhian Singh and Gulab Singh, sought to maintain their influence by 

manipulating the succession of Ranjit Singh's descendants. 

2. The "Sikh Aristocracy" (the Sandhawalias) were in constant conflict with the Dogras, leading to a series of 

assassinations of monarchs like Kharak Singh and Nao Nihal Singh. 

3. The British took advantage of this instability by encouraging the Khalsa army to take a dominant role in 

political decision-making, knowing it would lead to a clash. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 
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Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Dogra brothers were extremely powerful and held key administrative posts. After 

Ranjit Singh's death, they became kingmakers, often switching sides to protect their own interests in Jammu 

and Punjab. 

Statement 2: Correct. The Sandhawalia Misldars were blood relatives of Ranjit Singh and resented the Dogra 

influence. The period between 1839 and 1845 saw a "Game of Thrones" style struggle where multiple heirs and 

vazirs were murdered in quick succession. 

Statement 3: Incorrect.  The British did not encourage the Khalsa army; they were actually terrified of it. The 

Khalsa army became a self-governing body through "Panchayats" and began dictating terms to the Lahore 

Durbar. The British viewed this "democratized" army as a dangerous neighbor and used its unpredictability as 

a pretext for war. 

  

7. With reference to the outbreak of the First Anglo-Sikh War, consider the following statements: 

1. The war was officially declared by Lord Hardinge following the crossing of the Sutlej River by the Sikh army 

in December 1845. 

2. A major cause of the war was the British annexation of Gwalior and the buildup of British troops along the 

Punjab frontier, which the Sikhs viewed as an imminent threat. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Sikh army, provoked by British troop movements and believing that the Lahore 

Durbar (specifically Lal Singh) was conspiring with the British, crossed the Sutlej. Lord Hardinge immediately 

issued a proclamation of war, claiming the Sikhs had invaded British territory. 

Statement 2: Correct. The British had been steadily increasing their strength at Ferozepur and Ambala. The 

annexation of Gwalior and Sindh had already alarmed the Sikh leaders, who believed that the British were 

surrounding Punjab for a final strike. 

  

8. Regarding the military engagements of the First Anglo-Sikh War, consider the following statements: 

1. The Sikh forces were defeated not just by British military might, but by the strategic betrayal of their own 

commanders, Lal Singh and Teja Singh. 

2. The Battle of Sobraon (1846) was the decisive engagement where the Sikh army was trapped against the 

Sutlej River and nearly annihilated. 

3. Throughout the war, the British forces remained consistently victorious without suffering any significant 

setbacks or heavy casualties. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 
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Statement 1: Correct. Lal Singh (the Vazir) and Teja Singh (the Commander-in-Chief) were in secret 

communication with the British. They often withheld supplies or ordered retreats at critical moments to ensure 

the defeat of their own Khalsa army, which they feared as much as the British did. 

Statement 2: Correct. Sobraon was the "Waterloo" of the Sikh army. The bridge of boats across the Sutlej was 

destroyed (some say by Teja Singh himself), leaving the Sikh soldiers to be mowed down by British artillery as 

they tried to swim across. 

Statement 3: Incorrect. The British suffered terrible casualties at the Battle of Ferozeshah. It was described 

as a "night of terrors" for the British, where they were on the verge of retreat. It was only the failure of the Sikh 

commanders to press their advantage that saved the British army. 

  

9. Consider the following statements regarding the provisions of the Treaty of Lahore (1846):  

1. The Sikh state was forced to cede the Jalandhar Doab (the territory between the Beas and Sutlej) to the 

British. 

2. A war indemnity of 1.5 crore rupees was imposed, leading to the sale of Kashmir to Gulab Singh Dogra to 

cover part of the debt. 

3. The British were granted the right to annex the Punjab administration directly, ending the sovereignty of 

Maharaja Duleep Singh immediately. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. This annexation moved the British frontier from the Sutlej to the Beas, bringing them 

closer to the heart of Punjab. 

Statement 2: Correct.  The Lahore Durbar could not pay the full indemnity. Consequently, the British "sold" 

Kashmir to Gulab Singh for 75 lakh rupees, rewarding him for his neutrality during the war and creating the 

independent state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Statement 3: Incorrect. The British did not annex Punjab immediately. They allowed Duleep Singh to remain 

the Maharaja but stationed a British Resident (Henry Lawrence) at Lahore and reduced the Sikh army's size 

significantly to ensure they could not revolt. 

  

10. With reference to the Treaty of Bhairowal, consider the following statements: 

1. It replaced the previous arrangement by establishing a Council of Regency for the minor Maharaja Duleep 

Singh, presided over by the British Resident. 

2. Under this treaty, the British were permitted to garrison their troops in any fort within the Sikh state, 

effectively turning Punjab into a British protectorate. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 
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Statement 1: Correct. The Sikhs were unhappy with the Resident's interference. The British used this as a 

pretext to tighten their grip. The Council of Regency consisted of eight Sikh sardars, but they had to act 

according to the "advice" of the British Resident, who held all real power.  

Statement 2: Correct. This treaty was more intrusive than the Treaty of Lahore. It allowed British troops to 

be stationed anywhere in Punjab for the "protection" of the Maharaja. It was stipulated that this arrangement 

would last until Duleep Singh reached the age of majority (16), though the British eventually annexed the state 

before that happened. 

 

British Conquest of Punjab and Administrative Policies 

1. With reference to the factors that led to the Second Anglo-Sikh War, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Treaties of Lahore and Bhairowal were perceived by the Sikh populace as deeply humiliating, 

particularly the reduction of the Khalsa army and the appointment of a British Resident. 

2. The removal of Rani Jindan from the regency and her subsequent exile to Benares acted as a major 

emotional catalyst for the Sikh soldiers and nobility. 

3. The immediate spark was provided by the rebellion of Mulraj, the governor of Multan, following his forced 

resignation and the murder of two British officers. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Treaty of Lahore (1846) forced the Sikhs to cede fertile territories, while the Treaty 

of Bhairowal effectively turned Punjab into a British protectorate. The presence of British troops and the 

Resident’s interference in daily administration created a sense of lost sovereignty among the Sikhs. 

Statement 2: Correct. Rani Jindan was the widow of Ranjit Singh. The British viewed her as an  anti-British 

influence and removed her from the regency. Her harsh treatment and eventual exile fueled the fire of rebellion 

among the Sikh Sardars who remained loyal to the house of Ranjit Singh. 

Statement 3: Correct. Mulraj was the Governor of Multan who revolted against the high revenue demands and 

British interference. When two British officers, Vans Agnew and Lieutenant Anderson, were sent to replace 

him, they were murdered. This local revolt quickly escalated into a full-scale national war for independence. 

  

2. Regarding the military engagements of the Second Anglo-Sikh War, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Battle of Ramnagar was the opening major engagement of the war, fought primarily between the 

British cavalry and the Sikh forces. 

2. The Battle of Chillianwala is noted in British military history as one of the most costly "Pyrrhic victories," 

where the British suffered heavy casualties without gaining a decisive advantage. 

3. The war concluded with the Battle of Gujarat, famously known as the "Battle of the Guns" due to the 

overwhelming use of artillery by the British. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
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(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Fought in November 1848, the Battle of Ramnagar was a cavalry-heavy encounter that 

resulted in a stalemate, showing the British that the Sikh army was still a formidable force despite their 

previous defeat in the First War. 

Statement 2: Correct. At Chillianwala (January 1849), the British under Lord Gough suffered immense losses. 

The Sikh army fought with such ferocity that British prestige was severely damaged, leading to the temporary 

recall of the commander. 

Statement 3: Correct. The Battle of Gujarat (February 1849) was the final and decisive battle. Lord Gough used 

his superior artillery to shatter the Sikh lines. This victory led to the total surrender of the Sikh army and the 

subsequent annexation of Punjab by Lord Dalhousie. 

  

3. With reference to the aftermath of the Second Anglo-Sikh War, consider the following statements: 

1. Lord Dalhousie annexed Punjab in March 1849 and established a "Board of Administration" consisting of 

three members to govern the province. 

2. The famous Koh-i-Noor diamond was formally handed over to the British and subsequently sent to London 

to be presented to Queen Victoria. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Dalhousie bypassed the usual channels to annex the state. He appointed the Lawrence 

brothers (Henry and John) and Charles Mansel to a Board of Administration. This board was tasked with 

modernizing Punjab, disarming the populace, and settling land revenue. 

Statement 2: Correct. As per the terms of the annexation, Maharaja Duleep Singh was forced to surrender the 

Koh-i-Noor diamond. It was considered a symbol of Sikh sovereignty, and its transfer to the British Crown 

marked the finality of the British conquest in the Indian subcontinent. 

  

4. Which one of the following best describes the historical significance of the conclusion of the Anglo-

Sikh Wars? 

(a) It marked the first time the British utilized the "Ring-Fence" policy against a trans-frontier power. 

(b) It represented the final military conquest of the last major independent Indian state, effectively extending 

the British frontier to the natural boundary of the Indus. 

(c) It led to the immediate establishment of the North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) as a separate 

administrative unit. 

(d) It resulted in the signing of the first-ever "Treaty of Eternal Friendship" with the Afghan tribes. 

 

Correct Answer: (b) 

Explanation: 
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Statement: Correct. The fall of Punjab was significant because it was the last indigenous powerhouse capable 

of resisting the British. With Punjab annexed, the British reached the foothills of the Hindu Kush and the banks 

of the Indus, bringing them into direct contact with the volatile Afghan frontier and the "Great Game" with 

Russia. 

  

5. With reference to the expansion of British power, which Governor-General is most closely associated 

with the policy of "Paramountcy" where the British claimed the right to intervene in any state to 

maintain order and "modernize" governance? 

(a) Lord Cornwallis 

(b) Lord Wellesley 

(c) Lord Dalhousie 

(d) Lord Hastings 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement: Correct. While the concept of Paramountcy evolved over time, Lord Dalhousie applied it most 

aggressively. He argued that the British, as the supreme power, had the duty to replace "mismanaged" or 

"inefficient" native administrations with direct British rule to ensure the benefits of Western civilization were 

extended to all people, as seen in the annexation of Awadh.  

  

6. Regarding the East India Company's policy toward Indian states before 1740, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Company maintained a policy of "equidistance," strictly avoiding any political alliances or territorial 

ambitions to protect its commercial profits. 

2. During this period, the Company operated under the legal framework of farmans and parwanas issued by 

the Mughal Emperor or regional governors, accepting a subordinate position. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Before the mid-18th century, the British were primarily traders. Their directors in 

London were wary of the costs of war and instructed the agents in India to stay out of local political disputes to 

ensure steady trade. 

Statement 2: Correct. The EIC was just one of many commercial entities. They functioned as subjects of the 

Mughal Empire, paying duties and seeking trade concessions (farmans) like those granted by Farrukhsiyar in 

1717. They did not yet claim equality with Indian rulers.  

  

7. With reference to the "Policy of Ring-Fence" introduced by Warren Hastings, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The primary objective was to create a buffer zone around the Company's territories to protect  them from 

external threats like the Marathas and Afghans. 

2. Under this policy, the Company sought to defend the frontiers of its allies (like Awadh) at the ally’s expense, 

effectively moving the battlefield away from British soil. 
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3. This policy was the precursor to the more formalized and aggressive "Subsidiary Alliance" system later 

developed by Wellesley. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Warren Hastings wanted to protect Bengal. By making Awadh a buffer state, he ensured 

that any invasion by the Marathas or Afghans would have to cross Awadh before reaching British Bengal.  

Statement 2: Correct. The Company provided troops to the Nawab of Awadh. These troops were stationed in 

Awadh but paid for by the Nawab. This allowed the British to maintain a large standing army in the field without 

using their own revenue. 

Statement 3: Correct. The Ring-Fence policy was essentially the embryonic version of the Subsidiary Alliance. 

While Hastings used it primarily for defense, Wellesley later turned it into a tool for imperial expansion and the 

total subordination of Indian states. 

  

8. Consider the following statements regarding the transition of the East India Company from 1740 to 

1765: 

1. The Company began to assert political equality with regional powers following the success of Dupleix’s 

"king-making" tactics in the Carnatic Wars. 

2. The Treaty of Allahabad (1765) marked the definitive end of the Company’s subordinate status, as it 

became the de facto ruler of Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The French governor Dupleix showed that a small, disciplined European force could 

decide the fate of Indian thrones. The English copied this model, intervening in succession disputes to gain 

political leverage and trade monopolies. 

Statement 2: Correct. Following the Battle of Buxar, the Treaty of Allahabad granted the Company the Diwani 

rights (right to collect revenue). This legally and politically elevated the Company from a mere merchant body 

to a territorial power that dealt with the Mughal Emperor as a superior negotiator. 

  

9. Arrange the following states in the correct chronological order in which they accepted the Subsidiary 

Alliance system of Lord Wellesley: 

1. Hyderabad 

2. Mysore 

3. Awadh 

4. The Peshwa (Treaty of Bassein) 

5. Scindia 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
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(a) 1-2-3-4-5 

(b) 1-3-2-5-4 

(c) 2-1-3-4-5 

(d) 1-2-4-3-5 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Hyderabad was the first in 1798. Mysore followed in 1799 after the death of Tipu Sultan. Tanjore also joined in 

1799. Awadh was forced into it in 1801. The Peshwa signed the Treaty of Bassein in 1802. Bhonsle (1803) and 

Scindia (1804) followed during the Second Anglo-Maratha War. 

  

10. With reference to the objectives of the Subsidiary Alliance system, consider the following 

statements: 

1. To maintain a large standing army at the expense of the Indian states, thereby reducing the financial burden 

on the Company. 

2. To completely exclude the influence of European rivals, particularly the French, from the courts of Indian 

rulers. 

3. To control the foreign policy and inter-state relations of the Indian states while nominally promising non-

interference in their internal affairs. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The primary military advantage was that the EIC could keep its troops in strategic 

locations across India, paid for by the native rulers. If a ruler failed to pay, the British would annex part of their 

territory. 

Statement 2: Correct. Every subsidiary treaty included a clause that the ruler must dismiss all Europeans of 

other nationalities (especially the French) and not employ any without British consent. 

Statement 3: Correct.  The states lost their external sovereignty; they could not wage war or negotiate with 

other states without British mediation. While the British promised not to interfere in "internal" matters, in 

practice, the British Resident became the real power behind the throne. 

British Conquest 

1. With reference to the Subsidiary Alliance system introduced by Lord Wellesley, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The protected state was required to surrender its external sovereignty, meaning it could not declare 

war or negotiate with any other state without British consent. 

2. The British promised to defend the state against all internal and external enemies, provided the state 

maintained a permanent British force at its own expense. 

3. A British Resident was stationed at the court, and the Company solemnly promised not to interfere in 

the internal administration of the protected state. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. This was a primary feature. The state effectively became a protectorate, losing the right 

to independent diplomacy or warfare. 

Statement 2: Correct. The state had to pay for a "Subsidiary Force." If the state failed to make payments, a 

portion of its territory was annexed in lieu of the subsidy. 

Statement 3: Correct. While the British promised non-interference in internal affairs, this was rarely followed. 

The Resident became the real power behind the throne, frequently meddling in the state’s domestic 

governance. 

  

2. The Subsidiary Alliance system evolved through four distinct phases before reaching its final form. 

Consider the following statements regarding these stages: 

1. In the first stage, the Company offered to lend a contingent of its troops to help a native prince in a specific 

war, with the prince bearing the expense. 

2. The third stage involved the Company promising to maintain a fixed subsidiary force to help its ally, in 

exchange for a fixed annual amount of money or tribute. 

3. The final (fourth) stage was characterized by the Company demanding the permanent cession of territory 

from the ally to ensure the perpetual payment and maintenance of the subsidiary force. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. In this early phase (e.g., with the Nawab of Awadh in the Rohilla War), the Company 

acted more like a mercenary power lending troops for a specific purpose. 

Statement 2: Correct. This stage saw the stationing of troops permanently within the ally's borders for general 

protection, rather than just for a single war. 

Statement 3: Correct.  Lord Wellesley perfected this stage. By taking land instead of cash, the British ensured 

they were no longer dependent on the unpredictable financial health of the native ruler to pay their soldiers. 

  

3. Regarding the British annexation of Awadh, consider the following statements: 

1. Unlike other states, Awadh was not annexed under the Doctrine of Lapse because the ruler, Wajid Ali Shah, 

had several legitimate natural heirs. 

2. The annexation was justified on the grounds of "persistent misgovernance," a provision that was not 

explicitly part of the original Subsidiary Alliance treaty of 1801.  

3. Lord Dalhousie relied on the reports of British Residents, specifically Colonel Sleeman and later James 

Outram, to build the case for annexation. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 
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(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct.  Since there was no failure of natural heirs, Dalhousie could not apply the Doctrine of 

Lapse. He had to find a different pretext to take over the fertile "garden of India." 

Statement 2: Correct. The British argued that as the Paramount Power, they had a moral duty to the people of 

Awadh to end the "tyranny" and "misrule" of the Nawab, even though British interference had largely caused 

the administrative breakdown. 

Statement 3: Correct. Sleeman was critical of the Nawab but opposed annexation; however, his successor, 

Outram, provided a report that gave Dalhousie the necessary ammunition to proceed with the takeover. 

  

4. With reference to the Doctrine of Lapse, consider the following statements: 

1. It asserted that a dependent state would "lapse" to the Paramount Power if the ruler died without a natural 

heir, effectively denying the right of adoption for the purpose of succession. 

2. The doctrine made a clear distinction between the "private property" of the ruler, which could be inherited 

by an adopted son, and the "political state," which could not. 

3. Lord Dalhousie was the original creator of this doctrine and used it for the first time in Indian history to 

annex Satara. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The doctrine was based on the idea that subordinate states required the consent of the 

British (the Paramount Power) to recognize an adoption for political succession. 

Statement 2: Correct.  An adopted son could still inherit the late Raja's personal wealth and titles, but he would 

not be recognized as the sovereign of the territory. 

Statement 3: Incorrect. Dalhousie did not invent the doctrine; it had been used sporadically by the East India 

Company since the 1830s. However, Dalhousie was the first to apply it systematically and aggressively as a 

matter of official policy. 

  

5. Which of the following represents the correct chronological order of states annexed by the British 

under the Doctrine of Lapse? 

(a) Satara – Jhansi – Nagpur – Sambalpur 

(b) Satara – Sambalpur – Jhansi – Nagpur 

(c) Sambalpur – Satara – Nagpur – Jhansi 

(d) Satara – Nagpur – Sambalpur – Jhansi 

 

Correct Answer: (b) 

Explanation: 

Statement: Correct. The correct sequence of major annexations under the Doctrine of Lapse is: Satara (1848), 

Jaitpur and Sambalpur (1849), Baghat (1850), Udaipur (1852), Jhansi (1853), and Nagpur (1854).   
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6. Consider the following statements regarding the early Anglo-Bhutanese relations: 

1. The first formal contact occurred in 1774 when the British intervened to assist the Raja of Cooch Behar 

against Bhutanese incursions. 

2. Warren Hastings signed a peace treaty in 1774 which restored Bhutanese territories in exchange for trade 

concessions through the Himalayan passes. 

3. The relationship soured primarily due to the "Bengal Duars," fertile plains at the foot of the hills that the 

British wanted to control for tea plantations. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Bhutanese had occupied Cooch Behar. The Raja sought British help, leading to a 

military expedition that pushed the Bhutanese back into the mountains. 

Statement 2: Correct. Hastings was keen on opening trade routes to Tibet. After the Bhutanese were defeated, 

he offered a lenient treaty to secure their cooperation for British trade missions. 

Statement 3: Correct. As the British economy shifted towards tea, the Duars (entry points to the hills) became 

strategically and economically vital, leading to renewed friction with the Bhutanese who held traditional rights 

over them. 

  

7. With reference to the Anglo-Bhutanese War (Duars War), consider the following statements: 

1. The war was triggered by the failure of the Ashley Eden mission, where the British envoy was allegedly 

insulted and forced to sign a humiliating treaty at the Bhutanese court. 

2. The conflict ended with the Treaty of Sinchula (1865), which forced Bhutan to cede the 18 Duars to the 

British in exchange for an annual subsidy. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Ashley Eden was sent to settle boundary disputes. He was poorly treated in Bhutan and 

forced to sign an agreement surrendering British claims. The British government immediately repudiated the 

treaty and declared war. 

Statement 2: Correct. The British military victory was decisive. Under the Treaty of Sinchula, Bhutan lost its 

control over the fertile Duars, which the British then developed into the world-famous Assam and Bengal tea 

gardens. 

  

8. Regarding the background of the Anglo-Nepalese (Gorkha) relations, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Conflict arose because the Gorkhas, after unifying Nepal, began expanding southward into the fertile Terai 

plains, which were claimed by the British. 
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2. The British were eager to control the hill stations and the trans-Himalayan trade routes to Tibet that passed 

through Nepal. 

3. The immediate cause of the war was the Gorkha occupation of Butwal and Sheoraj, territories that the 

British had acquired from the Nawab of Awadh. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Gorkhas were an expansionist power under the Shah dynasty. Their move into the 

Terai brought them into direct territorial conflict with the East India Company's northern boundaries. 

Statement 2: Correct.  Apart from territory, the British valued the healthy climate of the hills (for sanatoriums) 

and the potential for a direct trade link to the Tibetan markets. 

Statement 3: Correct. Lord Hastings demanded the evacuation of these districts. The refusal of the Gorkhas 

led to the outbreak of the war in 1814. 

  

9. Consider the following statements regarding the Anglo-Nepalese War (1814–16) and its outcome: 

1. Despite early British setbacks, General Ochterlony's successful campaign forced the Gorkhas to sign the 

Treaty of Sagauli in 1816. 

2. Under the treaty, Nepal ceded the districts of Garhwal and Kumaon to the British and withdrew from 

Sikkim. 

3. A major military outcome was the recruitment of Gorkhas into the British Indian Army, a tradition that 

continues to this day. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Gorkhas fought bravely (under commanders like Amar Singh Thapa), but the British 

resources and Ochterlony’s superior strategy eventually won out.  

Statement 2: Correct. This gave the British direct control over the hill stations of Shimla, Mussoorie, and 

Nainital, and established a clear border between British India and Nepal. 

Statement 3: Correct. Impressed by their bravery and discipline during the war, the British began recruiting 

Gorkha soldiers, who became a legendary part of the British Indian military establishment. 

  

10. With reference to the British policy toward Indian states during the period of "Subordinate 

Isolation" (1813–1857), which of the following statements is correct? 

(a) The British followed a policy of complete non-interference, treating Indian rulers as equal sovereign 

partners. 

(b) Indian states were forced to act as subordinate allies, surrendering their external sovereignty while being 

physically isolated from each other. 
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(c) It was a period where the British sought to merge all Indian states into a single unified federal structure 

under the Mughal Emperor. 

(d) The policy encouraged Indian states to form their own regional confederacies to manage local law and 

order. 

 

Correct Answer: (b) 

Explanation: 

Statement: Correct. This era, dominated by Hastings and Dalhousie, saw the British establish themselves as 

the undisputed Paramount Power. States were "isolated" because they were forbidden from having any contact 

with each other, and "subordinate" because they had to acknowledge British supremacy in all external and 

significant internal matters. 

British Conquest Anglo-Burmese/Afghan Relations 

1. With reference to British-Burma relations during the 19th and 20th centuries, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The expansionist policy of the Konbaung Dynasty of Burma, particularly under King Bodawpaya, brought 

the Burmese into direct territorial conflict with the British in the North-East frontier of India. 

2. The primary British interest in Burma was motivated by the strategic need to protect the Bay of Bengal 

from French naval incursions and to secure access to Burma's vast teak forests. 

3. Burma remained a part of the British Indian administration until it achieved full independence in 1948, 

following the end of World War II. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Konbaung Dynasty, especially under Bodawpaya and later Bagyidaw, conquered 

Arakan, Manipur, and Assam. This expansion toward the British-protected states in India led to inevitable 

conflict. 

Statement 2: Correct.  Beyond territorial defense, the British were interested in Burma's resources (teak, oil) 

and were wary of French influence in the region, which could threaten their eastern flank.  

Statement 3: Incorrect. Burma was separated from British India in 1937 as a result of the Government of India 

Act, 1935. It became a separate crown colony before gaining independence in 1948. 

  

2. Regarding the First Anglo-Burmese War and the subsequent Treaty of Yandabo, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The war was triggered by the Burmese occupation of the island of Shahpuri near Chittagong and their 

threats to the British protectorates of Cachar and Jaintia. 

2. By the Treaty of Yandabo, the Burmese King ceded the coastal provinces of Arakan and Tenasserim but 

retained control over Assam and Manipur. 

3. The treaty mandated the presence of a British Resident at the Burmese capital of Ava, marking the 

beginning of formal British political influence in Burma. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Territorial disputes in the Arakan-Chittagong frontier and Burmese incursions into 

Assam and Cachar were the immediate causes. 

Statement 2: Incorrect. Under the Treaty of Yandabo (1826), Burma ceded Arakan and Tenasserim, but they 

also renounced all claims over Assam, Cachar, and Jaintia, and recognized Manipur as an independent state. 

Statement 3: Correct. The treaty required a British Resident at the court and a Burmese envoy in Calcutta, 

along with a heavy war indemnity. 

  

3. With reference to the Second Anglo-Burmese War under Lord Dalhousie, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The war was largely the result of commercial disputes involving British timber merchants in Rangoon and 

the perceived "arrogance" of the Burmese Governor of Rangoon. 

2. Following the war, the British annexed Lower Burma (Pegu) through a formal treaty signed by the new 

Burmese King, Mindon. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Lord Dalhousie, an expansionist, used the grievances of British merchants as a pretext 

to consolidate British hold over the coastal areas. 

Statement 2: Incorrect. Although Lower Burma (Pegu) was annexed in 1852, no formal treaty was signed. 

King Mindon refused to sign away territory, and the British simply issued a proclamation of annexation, which 

the Burmese accepted de facto but not de jure.  

  

4. Consider the following statements regarding the Third Anglo-Burmese War during the viceroyalty of 

Lord Dufferin: 

1. The immediate cause was a dispute between the Burmese government and the Bombay-Burma Trading 

Corporation over a fine related to timber extraction. 

2. The British feared that King Thibaw was negotiating a secret treaty with the French to allow French trade 

and military influence via the Mekong River. 

3. Following the war, Upper Burma was annexed, and the Burmese monarchy was abolished, with King 

Thibaw being exiled to India. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 
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Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The "Timber Scandal" provided the immediate spark. 

Statement 2: Correct. The geopolitical context was crucial; the British were alarmed by French expansion in 

Indo-China and Thibaw's attempts to bring in French competition. 

Statement 3: Correct. The war was short; Mandalay fell quickly, Thibaw was deposed and sent to Ratnagiri 

(India), and all of Burma came under British rule on January 1, 1886.  

  

5. Regarding the "Forward Policy" of Lord Curzon toward Tibet, consider the following statements: 

1. Curzon's policy was driven by the fear of a secret Russian mission led by the monk Agvan Dorjieff to the 

Dalai Lama, which he viewed as a threat to India's northern security. 

2. The Younghusband Mission (1903-04) was initially sent as a peaceful trade delegation but transformed 

into a military expedition after the Tibetans refused to negotiate. 

3. At the time of the mission, the British officially recognized Tibet as an independent state, ignoring the 

nominal suzerainty of China. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Curzon suspected that Russia was establishing a protectorate over Tibet, which would 

create a Russian presence on the borders of British India. 

Statement 2: Correct. After the Tibetans avoided meetings at Khamba Jong, Younghusband pushed 

toward Lhasa with a military escort, resulting in the "Massacre of Guru." 

Statement 3: Incorrect. The British actually found it difficult to deal with Tibet because of its complex 

relationship with China. Initially, they tried to use Chinese mediation, but later bypassed China to deal directly 

with Lhasa, though they technically acknowledged Chinese suzerainty to avoid international complications. 

  

6. With reference to the terms of the Treaty of Lhasa signed after the Younghusband Mission, consider 

the following statements: 

1. Tibet was required to pay a war indemnity of 75 lakh rupees, during which time the British were to occupy 

the Chumbi Valley for 75 years. 

2. The treaty prohibited Tibet from ceding any territory or granting concessions for railways or telegraphs to 

any foreign power without British consent. 

3. Three trade marts were established at Yatung, Gyantse, and Gartok to facilitate British commercial 

interests. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (b) 

Explanation: 
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Statement 1: Incorrect. While the original terms were as stated, the British government in London (fearing 

Russian reaction) later reduced the indemnity to 25 lakhs and limited the occupation of Chumbi Valley to only 

3 years. 

Statement 2: Correct. This was a "virtual protectorate" clause designed to keep Russia out. 

Statement 3: Correct. These marts were strategic points for trans-Himalayan trade. 

  

7. With reference to the British policy toward Afghanistan in the 19th century, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The British viewed Afghanistan as a vital "buffer state" against the potential overland expansion of the 

Russian Empire toward India. 

2. Under the "Masterly Inactivity" policy, the British actively intervened in Afghan succession disputes to 

ensure a pro-British Amir was always on the throne. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. This was the cornerstone of the "Great Game." 

Statement 2: Incorrect. The policy of "Masterly Inactivity" (associated with John Lawrence) was actually a 

policy of non-interference in internal Afghan politics, letting the Afghans fight among themselves and only 

recognizing the victor as long as they were not allied with Russia. The interventionist approach was known as 

the "Forward Policy." 

  

8. Regarding the Forward Policy of Governor-General Lord Auckland toward Afghanistan, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The policy aimed at replacing the reigning Amir, Dost Mohammed, with the former ruler Shah Shuja, whom 

the British believed would be more subservient. 

2. This policy was prompted by the arrival of a Russian envoy (Vitkevich) in Kabul and the Persian siege of 

Herat, which was suspected to have Russian backing. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Auckland decided to forcefully restore Shah Shuja to the throne as a British puppet. 

Statement 2: Correct. These events convinced Auckland that Dost Mohammed was leaning toward Russia, 

necessitating a "forward" move to secure the frontier. 

  

9. With reference to the Tripartite Treaty signed between the British, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, and Shah 

Shuja, consider the following statements: 

1. Shah Shuja agreed to renounce all claims to Afghan territories already occupied by Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 

including Peshawar. 
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2. The British agreed to pay an annual subsidy to Shah Shuja to maintain a permanent British force in Kabul. 

3. Shah Shuja promised to conduct his foreign relations with the Sikhs and the British only through British 

mediation. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. This was a major concession by Shah Shuja to gain Sikh support.  

Statement 2: Incorrect. The treaty did not involve a British subsidy to Shuja for British troops; rather, the 

British were to help Shuja regain his throne, and Shuja was to pay the Sikhs an annual sum in exchange for their 

military help. 

Statement 3: Correct. This effectively made Shuja a dependent of the British. 

  

10. Consider the following statements regarding the course and outcome of the First Anglo-Afghan War: 

1. The British initial success in capturing Kabul and installing Shah Shuja was followed by a massive popular 

uprising led by Akbar Khan, the son of Dost Mohammed. 

2. The British retreat from Kabul in January 1842 is considered one of the greatest military disasters in British 

history, with only one survivor (Dr. Brydon) reaching Jalalabad. 

3. After the war, the British permanently annexed the Kandahar province to create a new administrative zone 

in the North-West. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The Afghans resented the British presence and the puppet ruler Shuja.  

Statement 2: Correct. Out of approximately 16,000 people (including camp followers) who left Kabul, almost 

all were killed or died of cold, with Dr. Brydon famously surviving to tell the tale. 

Statement 3: Incorrect. The war was a failure. The British eventually evacuated Afghanistan, Shah Shuja was 

killed, and they allowed Dost Mohammed to return to the throne, reverting to a policy of non-interference for 

several decades. No territory was annexed at this stage. 

Resistance Against British Expansion 

1. With reference to the early uprisings in Midnapore and Dhalbhum, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The conflict was intensified by the introduction of a new land revenue system in 1772, which replaced 

traditional land arrangements with a more commercialized approach. 

2. Contemporary British reports noted that the local zamindars often abandoned their loyalty to the Company 

to join the ryots in resisting revenue collectors. 
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3. The resistance in the Jungle Mahals was predominantly led by figures such as Damodar Singh and 

Jagannath Dhal. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The English introduction of new land revenue systems in 1772 disrupted the long-

standing, stable relationship between the 3,000 zamindars/talukdars and their ryots. 

Statement 2: Correct. Governor Vansittart recorded that the zamindars of Midnapore consistently sided with 

their tenants against the English revenue officials. 

Statement 3: Correct.  Damodar Singh and Jagannath Dhal were the primary leaders who galvanized the 

resistance in the Dhalbhum and Jungle Mahal regions. 

  

2. Regarding the Moamaria rebellion in Assam, consider the following statements: 

1. The Moamarias were a community of low-caste peasants who followed the egalitarian spiritual teachings 

of Aniruddhadeva. 

2. While the rebellion was eventually suppressed, the resulting socio-political exhaustion left the Ahom 

kingdom vulnerable to Burmese invasions and eventual British takeover. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct.  The Moamarias were followers of Aniruddhadeva (1553-1624), and their uprising 

represented a significant social challenge to the traditional hierarchy of the Ahom monarchy. 

Statement 2: Correct. The heavy toll of the civil war weakened the Ahom state’s military and administrative 

capacity, paving the way for the Burmese invasion of 1817 and the British annexation after the First Anglo-

Burmese War. 

  

3. With reference to the 1781 uprisings in the Awadh region, consider the following statements:  

1. The rebellion was a direct reaction to the oppressive revenue collection methods of Major Alexander 

Hannay, an English officer acting as a revenue farmer (izaradar). 

2. The British motive behind these heavy revenue demands was to finance Warren Hastings' military 

campaigns against the Marathas and the Kingdom of Mysore. 

3. The scale of the uprising was so immense that it forced the Company to eventually dismiss Hannay and 

revoke his revenue contract. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 
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Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Major Hannay’s appointment as izaradar led to extreme financial exactions, turning the 

entire countryside against the Company. 

Statement 2: Correct. Warren Hastings utilized English officers as tax farmers to extract maximum revenue 

to fund the expensive Second Anglo-Maratha and Mysore wars. 

Statement 3: Correct.  Local zamindars and peasants used guerrilla tactics to defeat Hannay’s subordinates, 

leading to his dismissal and the temporary easing of the revenue system in that region. 

  

4. Consider the following statements regarding the Raja of Vizianagaram’s resistance:  

1. The conflict arose because the British failed to honor the Treaty of 1758, which had promised to respect 

the Raja's territories in exchange for help against the French. 

2. The Company demanded the disbandment of the Raja's army and a heavy tribute of three lakh rupees, 

despite the Raja having no outstanding revenue arrears. 

3. In the decisive Battle of Padmanabham, Raja Vizayaramaraju was defeated and killed, marking the end of 

independent authority in Vizianagaram. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The 1758 treaty was ignored by the British after they established control over the 

Northern Circars. 

Statement 2: Correct. The Company made arbitrary demands to reduce the Raja's military power and increase 

his financial burden. 

Statement 3: Correct. The Battle of Padmanabham (1794) resulted in the death of the Raja and the reduction 

of the state to a dependency of the Madras Presidency. 

  

5. Regarding the rebellion of Dhundia Wagh (1799-1800), consider the following statements:  

1. Dhundia was a local chief who organized a multi-ethnic force of soldiers from the disbanded armies of the 

southern states to fight the British. 

2. His rebellion was eventually crushed by British forces under the command of Arthur Wellesley.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. Dhundia Wagh, released after the fall of Seringapatam, gathered a large force of anti -

British elements, including cavalry and former state soldiers. 

Statement 2: Correct. Arthur Wellesley (the future Duke of Wellington) pursued Dhundia through the Deccan 

and finally defeated him in September 1800. 
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6. Which of the following describes the resistance led by Kerala Varma Pazhassi Raja, the 'Lion of 

Kerala'? 

(a) He fought a long guerrilla war from the Wayanad hills against the British taxation policy and their 

interference in the succession of the Kottayam kingdom. 

(b) He led a naval blockade of the British ports in Malabar to stop the export of spices. 

(c) He was a British ally who rebelled only after being denied the title of the Maharaja of Travancore. 

(d) He was captured and executed at Fort William in Calcutta. 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement (a): Correct. Pazhassi Raja’s revolt (1793-1805) was rooted in the British practice of leasing 

Kottayam to his rivals and imposing heavy land revenue. He is famous for his mastery of jungle guerrilla 

warfare in the Wayanad region. 

  

7. With reference to the rebellion of Wazir Ali Khan, consider the following statements:  

1. The uprising began with the "Massacre of Benares," where the deposed Nawab Wazir Ali murdered the 

British Resident and other European officials. 

2. Following his capture, Wazir Ali was executed by the British to set an example for other displaced Indian 

rulers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct.  Wazir Ali, having been replaced by Saadat Ali Khan II, felt humiliated and launched a 

violent attack on the Resident, George Frederik Cherry, in Benares. 

Statement 2: Incorrect. Wazir Ali was extradited by the Raja of Jaipur only on the condition that he would not 

be executed. He was imprisoned for the rest of his life in Fort William. 

  

8. Regarding the rebellions in Ganjam and Gumsur, consider the following statements: 

1. The resistance was sparked by the refusal of zamindars, such as Strikara Bhanj, to pay the high revenue 

assessments demanded by the British. 

2. The rebellion involved a wide range of participants, including the Khond tribal people who supported the 

local chiefs. 

3. The resistance only fully collapsed in the 1830s after the capture of the rebel leader Doora Bisayi. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 
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Statement 1: Correct. Strikara Bhanj and his son Dhananjaya Bhanj were the primary leaders against British 

revenue demands. 

Statement 2: Correct. The Khonds and other local groups provided the manpower for the resistance. 

Statement 3: Correct. Doora Bisayi was the last major leader of the Gumsur rebellion, and his capture in 1837 

marked the end of this prolonged resistance. 

  

9. Which of the following was the primary leader of the Palamau rebellion against the British-enforced 

agrarian changes? 

(a) Bhukhan Singh 

(b) Sidhu Murmu 

(c) Birsa Munda 

(d) Tana Bhagat 

 

Correct Answer: (a) 

Explanation: 

Statement (a): Correct. Bhukhan Singh, a Chero chief, led the Palamau uprising from 1800 to 1802. It was a 

localized struggle against the Company's revenue policies and the displacement of tribal leaders. 

  

10. With reference to the Poligars' Revolt in South India, consider the following statements:  

1. The conflict was triggered by the Nawab of Arcot ceding the management and control of Tinneveli and the 

Carnatic to the East India Company. 

2. Veerapandiya Kattabomman, a major leader, was captured only after being betrayed by the Raja of 

Pudukottai. 

3. The later phase of the revolt (1801-1805) saw a widespread confederacy of southern chiefs, known as the 

"Second Palaiyakkarar War." 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Correct Answer: (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1: Correct. The poligars (palaiyakkarars) considered themselves sovereign and refused to 

recognize the Company's right to collect taxes ceded by the Nawab. 

Statement 2: Correct. Kattabomman was betrayed by the Raja of Pudukottai and subsequently hanged by the 

British. 

Statement 3: Correct. After the execution of Kattabomman, leaders like Marudu Pandyan and Oomathurai 

organized a massive confederacy, which historians often refer to as the Second Poligar War or the South Indian 

Rebellion. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


