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Examine the constitutional and procedural significance of the Prime Minister’s reply to the
Motion of Thanks. Evaluate whether bypassing such established conventions undermines
executive accountability and the role of the Speaker in preserving the deliberative sanctity
of Parliament.

Introduction

Under Articles 86 and 87, the President’s address and the ensuing Motion of Thanks form Parliament’s first
accountability test, transforming executive vision into legislative scrutiny within India’s parliamentary
democracy.

Constitutional and Procedural Significance of the Motion of Thanks

1. Constitutional Basis and Democratic Purpose: The President’s Address is the formal statement of
the government’s policy agenda. The Motion of Thanks allows Parliament to debate this agenda, reaffirming
collective responsibility of the Council of Ministers under Article 75(3). It is not ceremonial but a
substantive instrument of accountability.

2. Prime Minister’s Reply as the Culminating Act: Conventionally, the Prime Minister replies to the
debate as Leader of the House. This reply integrates ministerial responses, addresses criticism, and clarifies
intent, converting fragmented debate into an authoritative executive position. Parliamentary manuals,
precedents since the First Lok Sabha, and rulings of Speakers underline this as an essential closure
mechanism.

Why the Prime Minister’s Reply Matters for Executive Accountability

1. Ensuring Collective and Individual Responsibility: The Prime Minister’s reply operationalises
collective responsibility. Without it, criticisms raised by Members remain unanswered, weakening Parliament’s
power to scrutinise policy, demand explanations, and extract political accountability.

2. Deliberative Dialogue, Not Monologue: Parliamentary debate is dialogic, not performative. The
absence ofareply converts deliberation into parallel monologues, eroding the question-answer dynamic that
distinguishes parliamentary democracy from presidential or authoritarian systems.

3. Comparative and Institutional Practice: In Westminster systems, the Prime Minister’s reply is
integral. In the UK and other Commonwealth legislatures, bypassing such a reply would be viewed as a serious
procedural anomaly, reinforcing that conventions function as the Constitution’s living spirit.

Procedural Departure and Its Democratic Implications

Bypassing Convention: A Slippery Precedent: The adoption of the Motion of Thanks without the Prime
Minister’s reply marks a troubling procedural departure. Parliamentary rules require either a reply or a
specific resolution to dispense with it. Ignoring this weakens rule-based functioning and risks normalising
executive avoidance of scrutiny.

Impact on Opposition and Minority Rights: Parliament is the principal forum for dissent. When both the
Opposition’s speech is curtailed and the executive avoids reply, it results in a double democratic deficit,
marginalising alternative viewpoints and hollowing deliberation.
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Role of the Speaker in Preserving Deliberative Sanctity

1. Custodian of Neutrality and Convention: The Speaker is the constitutional sentinel of parliamentary
dignity. Neutrality, as emphasised by the Supreme Court in Kihoto Hollohan (1992), is central to legislative
legitimacy. Any deviation from long-standing convention must be backed by transparent, rule-based
reasoning.

2. Erosion of Trust and Institutional Credibility: When explanations raise more questions than
answers, institutional trust suffers. The Speaker’s role is not merely procedural management but safeguarding
Parliament as the ‘Grand Inquest of the Nation’.

Broader Consequences for Parliamentary Democracy

1. From Accountability to Executive Dominance: Repeated dilution of conventions risks executive
aggrandisement. Data from PRS Legislative Research already shows declining sittings and debate hours;
procedural shortcuts further weaken Parliament’s checking function.

2. Norms as Democratic Guardrails: Conventions are unwritten restraints on power. Their erosion
does not break the Constitution instantly but gradually empties it of democratic substance.

Conclusion

Echoing Dr. Rajendra Prasad’s warning that ‘institutions depend on those who work them’, parliamentary
democracy survives not on rules alone, but on conventions that compel the executive to answer the nation.

Examine the 2026 India-U.S. trade deal’s impact on strategic autonomy. Evaluate if pursuing
‘reciprocal trade’ and recalibrating energy ties with Russia compromises India’s economic
interests or represents a pragmatic realignment to secure manufacturing competitiveness in
a fragmented global order.

Introduction

India’s 2026 interim trade agreement with the U.S., framed amid tariff wars and geopolitical fragmentation, has
reopened debates on strategic autonomy, asymmetric trade reciprocity, and the economic costs of aligning
market access with energy diplomacy.

Strategic Autonomy in a Fragmented World Order

1. Conceptual Understanding of Strategic Autonomy: Strategic autonomy implies the capacity to
make independent economic, diplomatic, and energy choices in pursuit of national interest. India’s post-Cold
War doctrine, articulated in the Non-Alignment 2.0 report, emphasised diversification of partners, not
dependence on any single power.

2. Shift towards Transactional Diplomacy: The 2026 deal reflects a transition from normative
multilateralism to transactional bilateralism. In a world marked by protectionism, sanctions, and
weaponisation of trade, autonomy is increasingly defined by market access and supply-chain positioning,
not ideological neutrality.

The ‘Reciprocal Trade’ Dilemma: Asymmetry and Risks

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] February 2026

1. Structural Asymmetry between India and the U.S.: Reciprocal and balanced trade between unequal
partners risks reinforcing structural disadvantage. With the U.S. economy seven times India’s GDP and per
capita income over thirty times higher, symmetrical tariff concessions can crowd out Indian MSMEs and
farmers.

2. Trade Balance and Import Surge Risks: India currently enjoys a trade surplus with the U.S. However,
the commitment to purchase $500 billion of U.S. goods over five years, without reciprocal import guarantees,
may convert this surplus into a deficit. Past experiences, such as India’s early FTAs with ASEAN, show that
import surges often outpace export gains.

3. Erosion of Policy Space: Reducing tariffs and non-tariff barriers constrains industrial policy. This
runs counter to the Atmanirbhar Bharat strategy and lessons from East Asian economies, which used
calibrated protection to build manufacturing competitiveness.

Energy Recalibration and Its Macroeconomic Implications

1. Russian Oil and Energy Security: Discounted Russian crude acted as a macroeconomic stabiliser. RBI
and Ministry of Commerce data indicate it helped moderate inflation, stabilise the rupee, and contain the
current account deficit during global commodity shocks.

2. Conditionality and Sovereignty Concerns: The U.S. executive order linking tariff relief to curtailment
of Russian oil imports introduces external conditionality into India’s energy policy. This undermines India’s
long-standing principle of energy sovereignty, articulated in the Integrated Energy Policy (2006).

3. Macroeconomic Spillovers: Shifting to costlier U.S. energy imports may widen CAD and raise input
costs. As IMF studies note, energy price shocks disproportionately affect emerging economies, constraining
growth and fiscal space.

Pragmatic Realignment or Strategic Compromise?

1. Arguments for Pragmatic Realism: Proponents argue the deal secures manufacturing
competitiveness. An 18% U.S. tariff rate positions India favourably compared to competitors like China or
Vietnam, potentially attracting China+1 supply-chain relocation, as highlighted by UNCTAD’s World
Investment Report.

2. Limits of Market-Access-Centric Strategy: Market access without domestic capability deepening
risks dependency. Without parallel investments in skills, technology, and MSME resilience, preferential access
may benefit foreign firms more than Indian industry.

Way Forward: Reconciling Autonomy with Competitiveness

1. Strategic Diversification: India must hedge, not hinge. Diversifying energy sources, trade partners,
and export baskets can prevent over-dependence on any single bloc.

2. Institutional and Parliamentary Oversight

3. Major trade and energy commitments require democratic scrutiny. Parliamentary debate, as
recommended by the Standing Committee on Commerce, is essential to safeguard long-term national
interest.

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] February 2026

Conclusion

Echoing Jawaharlal Nehru’s vision of independence as ‘freedom of judgment’, India’s autonomy must rest on
diversified partnerships and domestic strength, not transactional concessions that mortgage future economic
sovereignty.

Examine the role of ICMR’s EndoCare initiative in addressing the silent epidemic of
endometriosis in India. Evaluate how institutionalising standardized screening for frontline
healthcare workers can transform primary healthcare into a robust mechanism for timely
diagnosis and gender-equitable health outcomes.

Introduction

Endometriosis affects nearly 40-45 million Indian women, yet WHO notes a 7-10 year diagnostic delay;
ICMR’s EndoCare India marks a public-health shift from tertiary care to primary-level recognition.

Endometriosis as a Silent Public Health Challenge

1. Burden and Neglect: Endometriosis is a chronic inflammatory gynaecological disorder with
multisystem impact. WHO (2023) recognises it as a major contributor to infertility, chronic pelvic pain and
mental health morbidity. NFHS-5 data indirectly reflect menstrual morbidity, yet policy attention remains
minimal.

2. Socio-Cultural Normalisation of Pain: Menstrual pain is socially trivialised as ‘normal’ womanhood.
Studies by the George Institute for Global Health highlight stigma, delayed care-seeking and psychological
distress, especially in rural and adolescent populations.

ICMR’s EndoCare India: A Paradigm Shift

1. From Surgical to Multidisciplinary Care: EndoCare moves beyond laparoscopy-centric, tertiary care
models. It integrates gynaecologists, pain specialists, physiotherapists, psychologists and fertility experts —
aligning with WHO's life-course and biopsychosocial approach to chronic diseases.

2. Public Sector Scalability: Designed for India’s public health architecture, EndoCare is adaptable
under NHM. Pilots at ICMR-NIRRCH sites demonstrate feasibility of decentralised care, unlike fragmented
private-sector driven treatment.

3. Gender-Responsive Health Governance: EndoCare operationalises gender equity in healthcare
delivery. By recognising endometriosis as a legitimate NCD, it challenges systemic gender bias in clinical
diagnosis, often termed ‘medical gaslighting’ in feminist health literature.

Institutionalising Standardised Screening: The Missing Link

1. Why Screening at Primary Care Matters: Early symptom recognition, not imaging, is the diagnostic
bottleneck. Global evidence (NICE-UK, ACOG-USA) shows symptom-based screening can reduce diagnostic
delays by half.
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2. Role of Frontline Healthcare Workers (ASHAs/ANMs): Frontline workers act as gatekeepers of
primary healthcare. Training them to identify red flags—severe dysmenorrhoea, school absenteeism,
cyclical bowel pain, family history—can trigger early referral to CHCs and district hospitals.

3. Standardised Guidelines as Systemic Reform: A uniform screening checklist institutionalises
accountability. Similar to NPCDCS for diabetes and hypertension, endometriosis screening can be embedded
into RMNCH+A under NHM, ensuring continuity of care.

Transforming Primary Healthcare Outcomes

1. Reducing Health Inequities: Standardised screening bridges the urban-rural diagnostic divide. Rural
women, often dependent on OTC analgesics, gain structured referral pathways, reducing catastrophic health
expenditure.

2. Mental Health and Productivity Gains: Early diagnosis mitigates anxiety, depression and economic
loss. OECD studies show untreated gynaecological morbidity significantly lowers female labour force
participation, aligning endometriosis care with economic empowerment goals.

3. Digital Health and Continuum of Care: Telemedicine platforms like e-Sanjeevani can link PHCs to
EndoCare hubs. This supports follow-up, counselling and adherence, especially in remote regions.

Implementation Challenges and Way Forward

1. Capacity and Workload Constraints: ASHAs are already overburdened. Incentivised training,
simplified digital tools and task-sharing are essential to avoid mission creep.

2. Policy Recognition and Research Gaps: Endometriosis must be explicitly recognised as a public
health priority. Increased funding for cost-effective diagnostics, behavioural research and school-based
menstrual education is critical.

Conclusion

Echoing President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s vision of ‘inclusive health as national strength’, EndoCare can convert
women’s silent suffering into visible policy action through early diagnosis, dignity and gender-just healthcare.

Analyze India’s role as the 2026 Chair of the Kimberley Process in bridging the rift between
G7 traceability mandates and the Global South's sovereignty. Evaluate the potential for
institutional reforms to redefine ‘conflict diamonds’ while safeguarding India’s strategic
economic interests.

Introduction

Assuming the Kimberley Process chair in 2026, India leads a regime covering 99.8% of global rough diamonds,
amid G7 sanctions, Global South resistance, and a legitimacy crisis in ethical trade governance.

Kimberley Process: From Ethical Innovation to Governance Stress

1. Foundational Mandate and Achievements: The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS),
launched in 2003, was a pioneering multilateral response to ‘blood diamonds’ financing rebel insurgencies.
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According to the World Diamond Council, conflict diamonds declined from nearly 15% in the 1990s to below
1% today, reflecting normative success.

2. Emerging Structural Limitations: Geopopolitics and global supply chains have outpaced KP design.
The narrow definition of conflict diamonds excludes state-linked violence, labour exploitation,
environmental harm, and illicit trafficking, drawing sustained criticism from Global Witness and UN expert
panels.

India’s Strategic Leverage in the Global Diamond Value Chain

1. Systemic Centrality Without Production Bias: India is indispensable yet non-extractive. It imports
about 40% of global rough diamonds and polishes nearly 90% of the world’s diamonds, sustaining millions
of livelihoods in Surat and Mumbai (GJEPC data). This gives India reform credibility without producer-
consumer polarisation.

2. Voice of the Global South: As a leader of South-South cooperation, India’s KP chairmanship echoes
its G20 presidency ethos of ‘inclusive multilateralism’. Producer states in Africa trust India more than G7-led
unilateral frameworks.

Bridging the G7 Traceability Push and Sovereign Concerns

1. The G7 Traceability Mandate: From 2026, G7 countries—accounting for nearly 50% of global
diamond consumption—mandate traceability-based evidence for diamond imports. While framed as ESG
compliance, OECD and AfDB studies warn that high-cost digital compliance could exclude artisanal miners,
fuelling informality.

2. India as a Norm Broker: India can multilateralise traceability rather than let it fragment governance.
By embedding blockchain-based, tamper-proof KP certificates, harmonised customs data exchange, and
phased compliance, India can reconcile ethics with equity.

Redefining ‘Conflict Diamonds’: Reform Without Rupture

1. The Definition Deadlock: The current rebel-centric definition is normatively inadequate but
politically sensitive. Expanding it toinclude state-sponsored human rights violations risks vetoes under KP’s
consensus rule.

2. Incremental Institutional Reform: India can pursue functional expansion without political fracture.
Establishing technical working groups on violence, human rights and environmental risks can build
evidence-based consensus, learning from the Central African Republic experience where embargoes
increased smuggling and violence.

Safeguarding India’s Strategic Economic Interests

1. Protecting the ‘Surat Hub’: Ethics cannot ignore livelihoods. Russian supplier Alrosa accounts for
~40% of India’s rough diamond intake; abrupt bans threaten employment and export competitiveness.

2. Rule-Based Oversight, Not Blanket Sanctions: India is likely to push peer-review mechanisms,
third-party audits, and data-driven monitoring. This mirrors WTO-style rule-based governance rather than
coercive unilateralism.
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Reorienting the KP Towards Development and Sustainability

1. Africa-Centric Developmental Lens: Diamonds are development assets. India can align KP objectives
with SDGs 8, 12 and 16, ensuring revenues fund health, education and infrastructure in mining communities.

2. Future-Proofing the KP: Integrating ESG norms and ‘Diamond-Plus’ certification can also help the KP
respond to competition from lab-grown diamonds and shifting consumer ethics.

Conclusion

Echoing President K.R. Narayanan’s vision of ‘ethical multilateralism’, India can polish the Kimberley Process
into a transparent, inclusive regime balancing moral responsibility, Global South sovereignty, and strategic
economic resilience.

Examine how the rapid Al surge is reshaping global power, warfare, and governance.
Analyze the challenges in establishing international checks and balances to ensure humanity
keeps pace with technological disruption while safeguarding ethical and democratic norms.

Introduction

In 2026, artificial intelligence rivals the Industrial Revolution in impact; with Al projected by PwC to add $15.7
trillion globally by 2030, it is fast reshaping power, conflict and governance.

Al and the Reconfiguration of Global Power

1. Compute Sovereignty as New Power Currency: Global power is increasingly defined by control over
compute, data, and algorithms. States possessing advanced GPU clusters, proprietary datasets and frontier
models—mainly the U.S. and China—emerge as Al superpowers, redefining techno-economic hierarchies.

2. Data Colonialism and Strategic Dependence: Developing countries risk becoming ‘data colonies’,
supplying raw data while importing costly Al services. UNCTAD warns this may entrench structural digital
dependency, similar to historical resource extraction.

3. Al as Instrument of Statecraft: Al is now deployed in diplomacy, sanctions enforcement,
intelligence analysis and economic coercion, validating Satya Nadella’s view of Al as a tool of modern
geopolitics rather than a neutral technology.

Transformation of Warfare: From Man to Machine

1. Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS): Al-enabled drones, loitering munitions and
autonomous vehicles are shifting warfare from human-in-the-loop to human-on-the-loop. SIPRI notes this
compresses decision-making timelines, raising risks of accidental escalation.

2. Case Study: Ukraine Conflict: Ukraine’s use of Al-assisted drones, real-time intelligence fusion
and low-cost autonomous platforms against a conventionally superior adversary demonstrates Al's
asymmetric force-multiplier effect, comparable to tanks after World War L

3. Cognitive and Cyber Warfare: Al-driven deepfakes, disinformation campaigns and algorithmic
propaganda weaponize the information domain, undermining democratic trust rather than physical assets.
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Al and Governance: Stress on Democratic Institutions

1. Algorithmic Decision-Making vs Rule of Law: Use of Al in welfare delivery, predictive policing and
judicial assistance risks algorithmic bias, challenging constitutional principles of equality, due process and
transparency.

2. Judicial and Administrative Risks: Courts globally caution against Al hallucinations, where
fabricated citations or reasoning could distort justice. The OECD flags Al opacity as a threat to procedural
accountability.

3. Regulatory Lag: While Al evolves exponentially, lawmaking remains linear. The EU Al Act, UNESCO’s
Al Ethics Framework and G7 Hiroshima Process show progress, yet lack universal enforceability.

The Challenge of Global Checks and Balances

1. Absence of a Global Al Regulator: Unlike nuclear technology (IAEA), Al lacks a credible global
oversight body. Proposals for an international Al authority face mistrust, sovereignty concerns and divergent
ethical standards.

2. Consensus Deficit: States disagree on definitions of ‘safe AI’, ‘autonomy’, and ‘lethal use’, impeding
binding treaties—particularly on banning autonomous weapons.

Pathways to Safeguard Humanity

1. Digital Constitutionalism: There is growing demand for a right to human decision-making,
ensuring Al does not replace human moral agency in critical domains.

2. Explainable and Responsible Al (XAI): Mandating explainability, auditability and human
oversightin public-sector Al can align innovation with democratic norms.

3. Multi-Stakeholder Global Governance: Effective Al governance must integrate states, Big Tech,
civil society and academia, moving beyond state-centric treaties toward adaptive, inclusive guardrails.

Conclusion

Technology must serve humanity, the Al age demands a new ‘digital social contract’'—where innovation
advances under ethical restraint, democratic accountability and global cooperation.

Examine the integration of ‘economic security’ into modern grand strategy as a fusion of
economic and foreign policy. Evaluate how the India-US economic statecraft recalibrates
India’s strategic autonomy and its ability to navigate a fragmented global world order.

Introduction

Economic security has emerged as national security’s core pillar, with the IMF (2023) noting supply-chain
shocks reduced global GDP by 2%. The India-US framework reflects this decisive geoeconomic turn.

Economic Security as the New Grammar of Grand Strategy
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1. Conceptual Shift from Globalisation to Securitisation: Economic security signifies the deliberate
securitisation of trade, technology, finance and energy, replacing post-1991 assumptions that
markets and geopolitics could remain separate.

2. From Efficiency to Resilience: States now prioritise just-in-case resilience over just-in-time
efficiency, driven by shocks such as COVID-19, the Ukraine war, and weaponisation of supply chains.

3. Return of Economic Statecraft: As articulated by scholars like Robert Blackwill, economic tools—
tariffs, export controls, investment screening—have become central instruments of power projection.

Global Drivers Behind the Fusion of Economics and Foreign Policy

1. Great Power Rivalry and Geoeconomics: The US-China contest has redefined power in terms of
manufacturing dominance, critical minerals, semiconductors and Al ecosystems, not merely
military strength.

2. Institutionalisation of Economic Security: The G7 Hiroshima Declaration (2023) and the US
National Security Strategy (2025) explicitly state that economic security is national security.

3. Technology as a Strategic Chokepoint: Controls on advanced chips, GPUs and dual-use
technologies underline how innovation itself has become a battlefield.

India-US Economic Statecraft: Instruments and Intent

1. Supply-Chain Resilience and Friend-Shoring: The joint statement emphasises trusted supply chains
in critical minerals, semiconductors and clean energy, reducing exposure to non-market policies
of third countries, notably China.

2. Investment Screening and Export Controls: Cooperation on inbound and outbound investment
reviews reflects convergence on preventing technology leakage, aligning India with advanced-
economy regulatory norms.

3. Strategic Bargains Beyond Commerce: India’s expanding energy and defence purchases from the US
represent geoeconomic anchoring, binding American industrial interests to India’s growth
trajectory.

Recalibrating Strategic Autonomy: Constraint or Capability?

1. From Normative Autonomy to Functional Autonomy: Traditional non-alignment focused on
political distance; contemporary autonomy is measured by integration into multiple supply chains
and technological capacity, not neutrality alone.

2. Leverage Through Economic Strength: Proponents argue that deeper India-US economic ties
enhance autonomy by boosting India’s manufacturing base, innovation ecosystem and market
access, consistent with the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision.

3. Persistent Risks to Policy Space: However, over-alignment may constrain India’s choices within
BRICS+, Russia relations, and digital trade governance, risking middle-power vassalisation.

India in a Fragmented World Order: Opportunities and Risks

1. Navigating Bloc Politics: The global economy is fragmenting into competing techno-economic blocs;
India’s challenge is to practise multi-alignment without strategic drift.

2. Domestic Reform as External Strategy: Reports by the World Bank stress that India’s success
depends less on diplomacy alone and more on deep domestic reforms, logistics efficiency and
technological upgrading.
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3. Balancing Security and Development: Excessive securitisation can raise costs for MSMEs and
consumers, highlighting the need to balance national security with inclusive growth.

Conclusion

As President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam envisaged in India 2020, national strength flows from economic and
technological capability; India’s challenge is wielding economic statecraft without surrendering strategic
choice.

Examine the structural bottlenecks impeding India’s transition to a renewable-led energy
grid by 2070. Evaluate the role of nuclear power as a critical, carbon-free baseload in
displacing coal and ensuring energy security within a decentralized and intermittent power
architecture.

Introduction

India’s Net Zero by 2070 pathway, highlighted by NITI Aayog, reveals a paradox: unprecedented
renewable capacity expansion alongside persistent structural bottlenecks, necessitating complementary
baseload solutions to ensure grid stability and energy security.

Structural Bottlenecks in India’s Renewable-Led Energy Transition

1. Intermittency and Low Capacity Utilisation: Solar and wind, the backbone of India’s renewable
push, suffer from inherent intermittency. Low Capacity Utilisation Factors (CUF)—around 20-25% for
solar and 30-35% for wind—create a mismatch between installed capacity and actual generation. According
to the CEA, this intermittency leads to frequent curtailment, undermining round-the-clock power supply.

2. Grid Inflexibility and Transmission Constraints: A renewable-heavy grid stresses legacy
infrastructure designed for coal-based baseload. Delayed Green Energy Corridors, limited real-time
balancing, and weak inter-state transmission capacity cause congestion. The IEA (2023) notes that grid
readiness, not generation capacity, is India’s primary clean-energy constraint.

3. Storage Deficit and Cost Barriers: Energy storage is the Achilles’ heel of renewable dominance.
NITI Aayog projects 1,300-3,000 GW of BESS by 2070, yet lithium-ion batteries remain expensive and
import-dependent. Pumped Storage Plants (PSPs) face land, ecological, and clearance challenges, slowing
deployment.

4, Land, Ecology, and Social Trade-offs: Renewable expansion competes with agriculture and
biodiversity. Large solar parks in Rajasthan and Gujarat have clashed with Great Indian Bustard
conservation, while land acquisition delays inflate project costs, reflecting a structural land-energy nexus.

5. DISCOM Fragility and Financing Stress: India’s power transition is constrained by weak last-mile
institutions. Financially stressed DISCOMs, with losses exceeding 36 lakh crore (RBI), limit power offtake and
delay payments, discouraging private renewable investment despite falling tariffs.

Nuclear Power as a Carbon-Free Baseload in a Decentralized Grid
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1. Firm Power and Grid Reliability: Nuclear energy offers ‘always-on’ electricity with a PLF above 85%.
Unlike variable renewables, nuclear provides dispatchable, carbon-free baseload, making it indispensable
for frequency regulation and grid inertia as coal phases down.

2. Coal Displacement without Compromising Security: As coal’s share declines to 6-10% under CPS,
nuclear fills the reliability gap. NITI Aayog projects nuclear capacity rising to 90-135 GW (CPS) and 295-320
GW (NZS) by 2070, enabling coal retirement without risking blackouts.

3. Support to Hard-to-Abate Sectors: Nuclear power extends beyond electricity generation.
High-temperature heat from reactors supports green hydrogen, green steel, and ammonia, sectors where
renewables alone are insufficient, as highlighted by the IPCC AR6.

4. Small Modular Reactors and Decentralisation: SMRs redefine nuclear’s role in a decentralized
architecture. SMRs enable captive baseload power for industries, repurpose retired coal plant sites, and
reduce land and transmission requirements—aligning with India’s ‘Viksit Bharat’ industrial vision.

5. Strategic and Technological Spillovers: Nuclear energy strengthens strategic autonomy.
Indigenous programmes, including AHWR and thorium-based reactors, reduce import dependence while
complementing India’s long-term clean-energy innovation ecosystem.

Conclusion

Echoing Dr. A.P.]J. Abdul Kalam’s vision of ‘energy independence’, India’s 2070 grid demands a balanced
synthesis of renewables, nuclear resilience, and institutional reform to transform ambition into sustainable
reality.

Analyze the tension between religious autonomy and constitutional morality in light of
increasing judicial intervention in the ‘sanctum’. Examine whether the ‘Essential Religious
Practices’ doctrine remains an effective tool to ensure that religious traditions align with the
foundational values of the Constitution.

Introduction

The rising judicial scrutiny of religious practices reflects India’s evolving constitutionalism, where courts
increasingly reconcile ‘religious autonomy’ with ‘constitutional morality’ to ensure faith-based traditions do
not erode equality, dignity, and individual liberty.

Judicial Entry into the ‘Sanctum’: From Principled Distance to Active Constitutionalism

1. Historical Shift in Adjudicating Religious Disputes: India’s constitutional courts have transitioned
from resolving ‘civil rights disputes’ to enforcing ‘constitutional guarantees’. Pre-Constitution, temple entry
cases such as Sankaralinga Nadan (1908) were framed as property and access disputes. Post-1950, Articles
25 and 26 transformed worship into a fundamental right, albeit subject to public order, morality, and
health, legitimising judicial intervention within religious spaces.

2. The Judiciary as the Arbiter of Faith-Rights Conflicts: The Constitution does not grant religion an
‘immunity zone’.High Courts and the Supreme Court increasingly act as guardians of individual rights
within religious collectives, evident in recent Madras High Court rulings on temple rituals and
denominational rights. This reflects principled secularism, not state hostility to religion.
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Essential Religious Practices (ERP) Doctrine: Purpose and Evolution

1. Origins and Rationale: The ERP doctrine was judicially crafted to separate ‘core faith’ from ‘secular
accretions’. First articulated in Shirur Mutt (1954), the doctrine empowered courts to determine whether a
practice was essential and integral to a religion, thereby eligible for constitutional protection under Articles
25-26.

2. From Textual Essentiality to Constitutional Scrutiny: In recent jurisprudence, essentiality alone is
no longer decisive. Cases such as Triple Talaq (2017), Sabarimala (2018), and Hijab (2022) reflect a shift
where even essential practices may fail if they violate Articles 14, 15, or 21. The test has moved from what
religion mandates to what the Constitution permits.

Constitutional Morality versus Religious Autonomy

1. Primacy of Individual Dignity: When group autonomy clashes with individual dignity, courts
increasingly side with the individual. The Supreme Court in Navtej Johar (2018) and Sabarimala elevated
constitutional morality—anchored in justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity—over entrenched customs,
reinforcing transformative constitutionalism.

2. Recasting Articles 25 and 26: Religious freedom 1is not absolute but relational
While Article 26 protects denominational autonomy, it cannot override Article 14’s equality mandate or
Article 21’s dignity principle, especially in exclusionary practices such as gender-based restrictions or caste
discrimination.

Limitations and Risks of the ERP Doctrine

Judicial Overreach and ‘Judicial Clericalism’: Judges are constitutional interpreters, not theologians. Critics
argue that ERP forces courts into theological determinations, risking subjectivity, inconsistency, and
homogenisation of diverse religious traditions. The Law Commission (2018) also cautioned against
excessive judicial intrusion into faith matters.

Social Backlash and Legitimacy Deficit: Frequent intervention in the ‘sanctum’ can provoke resistance.
Debates around Uniform Civil Code and Waqf reforms illustrate how judicial mandates, if socially
disconnected, may trigger polarisation and undermine voluntary reform.

Way Forward: Harmonising Faith with Constitutional Values

Beyond Essentiality: The ‘Sincerity of Belief’ Approach: Shifting focus from ‘essentiality’ to ‘harm and
rights impact’. Comparative constitutionalism (Canada, South Africa) favours assessing sincerity of belief
and tangible harm, allowing autonomy unless practices cause discrimination or physical harm.

Encouraging Internal Reform: Sustainable reform flows from  within communities.
Judicial nudges, combined with legislative consultation and social dialogue, can align religious practices with
human rights without coercive constitutionalism.

Conclusion

As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar envisioned, constitutional morality must temper social customs; yet, enduring legitimacy
demands a judiciary that reforms faith with restraint, reason, and respect for India’s plural spiritual landscape.
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Analyze the structural bottlenecks hindering India’s self-sufficiency in pulses despite rising
demand. Evaluate how the recent shift towards value-chain-led structural reforms is
indispensable for ensuring national nutritional security and sustainable agricultural growth.

Introduction

Despite being the world’s largest producer and consumer of pulses, India faces a persistent 5-6 million tonne
demand-supply gap, exposing structural weaknesses that threaten nutritional security and agricultural
sustainability.

Structural Bottlenecks Impeding Pulse Self-Sufficiency

1. The Yield and Productivity Trap: India’s pulse productivity remains structurally constrained.
Average yields hover around 800-900 kg/hectare, significantly below the global average of 1,100-1,200
kg/hectare (FAO). Limited access to high-yielding varieties (HYVs), inadequate extension services, and poor
mechanisation restrict productivity gains, creating a structural supply deficit.

2. Rain-fed Vulnerability and Climate Exposure: Over 80% of pulses are cultivated in rain-fed regions.
Unlike irrigated rice and wheat belts, pulses depend heavily on erratic monsoons. Climate variability, rising
heat stress, and unseasonal rainfall reduce output stability, as highlighted in the Economic Survey 2023-24.

3. Policy Bias towards Cereals: The MSP-procurement regime has structurally privileged rice and
wheat. While Food Corporation of India (FCI) ensures near-guaranteed procurement for cereals, pulse
procurement under the Price Support Scheme (PSS) fluctuates between 3-12% of production, discouraging
farmers from shifting acreage. This cereal bias has distorted cropping patterns.

4. Market Fragmentation and Post-Harvest Losses: Weak value-chain infrastructure depresses
farmer incentives. Insufficient aggregation centres, grading facilities, and storage infrastructure lead to post-
harvestlosses estimated above 350,000 crore annually (ICAR estimates). Farmers often resort to distress
sales below MSP.

5. Import Dependence and Price Volatility: Imports act as a price stabiliser but weaken domestic
incentives. India imports 4-6 million tonnes annually from countries like Myanmar, Australia, and Canada.
Suddenimportdecisions depress domestic prices, undermining farm incomes and creating political sensitivity.

Value-Chain-Led Structural Reforms: A Paradigm Shift

1. From Price Support to Income Certainty: The shift towards saturation procurement signals
structural correction. Recent initiatives aim for 100% procurement of Tur, Urad, and Masoor in selected
districts, attempting to replicate cereal-like income assurance while maintaining fiscal prudence.

2. Horizontal Expansion through Rice-Fallow Utilisation: Expanding pulses without compromising
cereals. Nearly 11 million hectares of rice fallow land remain underutilised post-monsoon. Converting even
a portion to pulses enhances cropping intensity and boosts domestic output sustainably.

3. Seed Systems and Technological Upgradation: Improved seed replacement ratio is central to
productivity gains. The ‘One Block, One Seed Village’ initiative and bio-fortified, short-duration varieties
developed by ICAR-IIPR (Kanpur) enhance resilience and yield, addressing structural inefficiencies.
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4. Decentralised Processing and Market Linkages: Value addition is critical for farmer profitability.
Establishinglocal dal mills and Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) reduces intermediaries, enhances price
discovery, and integrates farmers into organised supply chains.

5. Linking Pulses to Nutritional Security: Pulses are central to combating ‘hidden hunger'.
Pulses contribute nearly 25% of India’s non-cereal protein intake. Integrating pulses into schemes like PM-
POSHAN (Mid-Day Meal) and ICDS strengthens protein security and aligns with Sustainable Development
Goal-2 (Zero Hunger).

Sustainable Agricultural Growth through Ecological Synergy

1. Soil Health and Nitrogen Fixation: Pulses act as natural soil regenerators. Their nitrogen-fixing
properties reduce urea dependency, complementing initiatives like PM-PRANAM and promoting climate-
smart agriculture.

2. Reducing Import Bill and Forex Outflow: Self-sufficiency enhances economic resilience.
Lowering pulse imports reduces exposure to global commodity volatility and strengthens food sovereignty.

Conclusion

As Dr. M.S. Swaminathan emphasised, food security must evolve into nutritional security; structural reforms
in pulses can transform India’s protein economy while ensuring ecological sustainability and farmer
prosperity.

Examine the potential of AgriStack as a transformative Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in
formalizing India’s agricultural sector. Evaluate how its integration with MSP and DBT
systems can enhance governance, while addressing the underlying challenges of land-record
accuracy and data inclusivity.

Introduction

With agriculture supporting nearly 45% of India’s workforce but contributing ~15% to GDP (Economic Survey
2023-24), AgriStackunder the Digital Agriculture Mission seeks to formalize fragmented farm systems through
data-driven governance architecture.

AgriStack as a Foundational Digital Public Infrastructure

1. Digital Identity Architecture: At the core lies the Farmer Registry, assigning a unique Farmer ID
linked to dynamic Records of Rights (RoR), livestock, cropping patterns and scheme benefits. This
mirrors the JAM trinity model (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) that enabled financial inclusion.

2. Geo-Spatial Land Intelligence: The Geo-referenced Village Maps Registry integrates cadastral
maps with latitude-longitude coordinates, enabling parcel-level authentication. Over 5.4 lakh village
maps have reportedly been geo-tagged, strengthening spatial governance.

3. Real-Time Crop Intelligence: Through Digital Crop Surveys, the Crop Sown Registry captures
seasonal sowing data via GPS-enabled mobile applications, enabling real-time agricultural statistics and
reducing reliance on outdated manual estimation.

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] February 2026

4. Formalization through Data Convergence: By creating a Single Source of Truth, AgriStack
reduces information asymmetry, improves traceability, and integrates fragmented agricultural databases—
thereby formalizing India’s largely informal agrarian economy.

Integration with MSP: Enhancing Procurement Transparency

1. Targeted MSP Procurement: Integration with MSP systems ensures only verified cultivators
registered in the Crop Sown Registry can sell produce at Minimum Support Price, reducing ghost beneficiaries
and middlemen leakages.

2. Evidence from States: States like Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh have piloted registry-linked
procurement, demonstrating faster approvals and reduced documentation burdens.

3. Supply Chain Rationalization: Plot-level data improves production forecasting, enabling agencies
like Food Corporation of India to optimize storage and logistics.

4. Reduction in Fiscal Leakage: By linking procurement to authenticated land records, fiscal discipline
improves—aligning with recommendations of the Shanta Kumar Committee on rationalizing food subsidies.

Integration with DBT: Towards Precision Welfare Delivery

1. Dynamic Beneficiary Authentication: Linking Farmer ID with schemes like PM-KISAN ensures
payments reflect updated ownership, reducing duplication and transfers to deceased/non-farmers.

2. Fertilizer and Subsidy Rationalization: AgriStack-enabled fertilizer distribution pilots in Madhya
Pradesh addressed artificial shortages and diversion, enhancing last-mile accountability.

3. Credit Deepening and Risk Mitigation: Banks can leverage authenticated land and crop data as
digital collateral for KCC loans and integrate with Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for quicker claim
settlement.

4. From Welfare to Governance-as-a-Platform: Like Unified Payments Interface revolutionized
fintech interoperability, AgriStack can enable plug-and-play agri-tech innovation through open APIs.

Structural Challenges: Risks to Equitable Formalization

1. Land-Record Inaccuracies: Outdated or litigated land records risk digital exclusion. India’s land
governance remains fragmented, with tenancy often informal and undocumented.

2. Exclusion of Tenants and Sharecroppers: As the architecture is land-centric, landless cultivators
may be denied MSP or DBT benefits, contradicting inclusive growth objectives.

3. Data Privacy and Consent Architecture: With Al integration through Bharat-VISTAAR, concerns
arise regarding misuse of sensitive farm-level data. Robust consent managers under the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act are essential.

4, Federal Coordination Constraints: Since land is a State subject, harmonization across States with
varied digitization capacities remains complex.
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Way Forward: Towards Inclusive Precision Governance

1. Comprehensive Land Reforms 2.0: Accelerating digitization under the SVAMITVA scheme and
ensuring RoR synchronization is crucial.

2. Inclusion Protocols for Tenants: Institutionalizing legally recognized cultivator certificates to
incorporate sharecroppers.

3. Data Governance Framework: Adopting interoperable standards, privacy-by-design architecture,
and farmer-centric consent dashboards.

4. Al-Driven Advisory Services: Transitioning from data aggregation to predictive analytics—pest
alerts, climate advisories, and market intelligence—to enhance productivity and resilience.

Conclusion

As President A. P. ]. Abdul Kalam envisioned in India 2020, technology must empower rural citizens;
AgriStack’s success will depend on transforming digital architecture into inclusive agrarian empowerment.

Examine the linkage between Bangladesh’s political stability and India’s eastern security
architecture. Evaluate whether India’s strategic vigilance in the post-2026 political
landscape of Dhaka represents a necessary prudence or a risk to the principle of sovereign
non-interference.

Introduction

Sharing a 4,096-km border—India’s longest—Bangladesh is central to India’s eastern security calculus;
post-2026 political transition in Dhaka redefines this interdependence amid intensifying Bay of Bengal
geopolitics.

Bangladesh as the Linchpin of India’s Eastern Security Architecture

1. Counter-Insurgency Shield: Between 2009-2019, security cooperation under Sheikh Hasina
dismantled insurgent safe havens of ULFA and NDFB, contributing to peace accords in Northeast India. Stability
in Dhaka directly reduces cross-border militancy risks.

2. Siliguri Corridor Vulnerability: The Chicken’s Neck corridor—barely 22 km wide—connects
mainland India to the Northeast. A cooperative Bangladesh reduces the possibility of strategic encirclement or
logistical isolation.

3. Connectivity as Strategic Depth: Projects such as the Agartala-Akhaura rail link and access to
Chittagong and Mongla ports integrate the Northeast with global markets, aligning with India’s Act East Policy.
Connectivity here is both economicintegration and security stabilization.

4. Maritime Security in Bay of Bengal: Bangladesh’s location shapes India’s eastern seaboard strategy.
Chinese infrastructure investments in ports and energy corridors under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) add
a layer of competitive geopolitics.

Political Stability in Dhaka: Implications for Regional Equilibrium
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1. Shift in Political Polarity: The electoral return of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party under Tarique
Rahman marks a recalibration from the Awami League era. Historically, BNP’s nationalism emphasized
strategic distance from India.

2. Minority Security and Social Cohesion: Reports of attacks on Hindu minorities during transitions
raise concerns. Communal instability could spill over into border tensions and migration flows, affe cting India’s
internal stability.

3. Institutional Resilience vs. Personal Regimes: The banning ofthe Awami League and exile of Hasina
underscore the fragility of polarized political ecosystems. Democratic consolidation—not merely electoral
arithmetic—will determine durable stability.

Strategic Vigilance as Necessary Prudence

1. Monitoring Extra-Regional Influence: China’s cumulative economic footprint and Pakistan’s ISI-
linked tactical networks necessitate calibrated vigilance. In geopolitics, influence often accumulates
incrementally rather than abruptly.

2. Preventing Security Regression: The 2001-2006 period saw insurgent safe havens. Preventing
regression into such phases requires proactive intelligence and diplomatic engagement.

3. Economic Interdependence as Strategic Insurance: Bangladesh’s LDC graduation and pursuit of
CEPA-like frameworks can embed economic costs to hostility, making cooperation rational and durable.

4. Diplomatic Continuity Beyond Regimes: India’s outreach—such as engagement by S. Jaishankar—
signals state-to-state continuity rather than partisan alignment.

Risks to Sovereign Non-Interference

1. Perception of Political Bias: Anti-India sentiment in recent years partly stemmed from perceptions
of India backing a specific regime. Excessive overt vigilance risks reinforcing nationalist narratives within
Bangladesh.

2. Normative Commitment to Sovereignty: India’s foreign policy doctrine, rooted in Panchsheel and
Neighbourhood First, emphasizes respect for sovereign equality. Over-securitization may contradict this
principle.

3. Balancing Influence with Restraint: Strategic overreach can drive Dhaka toward alternative
partnerships, accelerating the very strategic drift India seeks to prevent.

Towards Calibrated Engagement

1. From Patronage to Partnership: India must transition from regime-centric diplomacy to
institutional engagement across parties, civil society and economic stakeholders.

2. Soft Power Recalibration: Educational exchanges, medical tourism and cultural diplomacy can
rebuild goodwill beyond elite politics.
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3. Rules-Based Regionalism: Strengthening BIMSTEC and Bay of Bengal maritime cooperation can
embed Bangladesh within multilateral frameworks that dilute zero-sum dynamics.

Conclusion

As President K. R. Narayanan observed, foreign policy must blend moral commitment with strategic realism;
prudence in Dhaka must reinforce, not undermine, sovereign equality and regional equilibrium.

Examine the systemic factors contributing to the ‘PhD dead-end’ in India. Analyze how
institutional resistance to intellectual risk-taking and critical inquiry undermines the
research ecosystem, and evaluate the necessity of structural reforms to foster a culture of
transformative scholarship.

Introduction

India ranks among the top global producers of doctorates (OECD, 2023), yet GERD remains ~0.7% of GDP; high
attrition and low citation impact reveal a structural PhD dead-end paradox.

Systemic Factors Underlying the ‘PhD Dead-End’

1. Conformity-Driven Academic Culture: Doctoral research often extends supervisors’ prior work,
reflecting intellectual path dependency. The guide-scholar hierarchy discourages epistemic dissent, limiting
paradigm-shifting inquiry in the Kuhnian sense.

2. Publication-Centric Incentive Structure: The publish-or-perish regime, reinforced by UGC
regulations mandating indexed publications, incentivizes quantity over quality. Practices like salami slicing and
submission to predatory journals distort research integrity.

3. Funding and Stipend Precarity: Delayed fellowship disbursals from agencies such as University
Grants Commission and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research generate financial insecurity, diverting
cognitive bandwidth from inquiry to survival.

4. Administrative Proceduralism: Cumbersome sanction processes for conferences, utilization
certificates, and compliance documentation create transaction costs that dilute research productivity.

5. Industry-Academia Disconnect: India’s private R&D investment (~0.3% of GDP) remains modest
compared to innovation leaders. Weak translational research ecosystems limit non-academic career pathways,
reinforcing perceptions of doctoral stagnation.

6. Institutional Inbreeding: Universities frequently recruit their own graduates, fostering academic
tribalism and limiting cross-pollination of ideas—contrary to global best practices emphasizing mobility.

7. Mental Health and Social Stratification: High-pressure environments, compounded by socio-
economic vulnerability among marginalized scholars, elevate dropout risks. University wellness reports
highlight rising psychological distress in doctoral cohorts.

Institutional Resistance to Intellectual Risk-Taking
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1. Epistemic Conservatism: Indian academia often privileges canonical theories over critical
interrogation. Risk-averse research proposals are favored by funding committees wary of uncertain outcomes.

2. Lack of Interdisciplinarity: Minimal collaboration across domains inhibits translational and applied
research. Unlike global institutions that foster lab-to-market pipelines, disciplinary silos persist.

3. Metric Fixation Over Impact: Bibliometric indicators (impact factor, citation count) overshadow
societal relevance. Transformative scholarship—often slow, uncertain, and exploratory—receives inadequate
recognition.

4. Supervisor Dominance: The asymmetrical power structure discourages critique of established
frameworks. Intellectual autonomy is subordinated to administrative compliance and hierarchical approval.
Collectively, these trends create an ecosystem of incrementalism rather than innovation, weakening India’s
aspiration to transition from a knowledge consumer to a knowledge producer economy.

Necessity of Structural Reforms

1. Reimagining Research Governance: Operationalization of the Anusandhan National Research
Foundation under the National Education Policy 2020 offers an opportunity to prioritize high-risk, high-reward
grants and interdisciplinary consortia.

2. Committee-Based Supervision Models: Replacing sole-supervisor dependence with doctoral
advisory committees can institutionalize plural mentorship and reduce hierarchical rigidity.

3. Incentivizing Blue-Sky Research: Dedicated funding windows for exploratory projects—where
failure is epistemically valid—can nurture disruptive innovation.

4. Strengthening Industry Linkages: Structured doctoral internships and collaborative R&D hubs can
bridge academia-industry divides, aligning scholarship with economic transformation.

5. Administrative Simplification: Digitized grant-management systems and time-bound approvals can
reduce bureaucratic friction.

6. Mental Health and Inclusion Frameworks: Institutional counseling, peer-support networks, and
targeted fellowships for marginalized scholars can address attrition and democratize knowledge production.

7. Shift from Metrics to Meaning: Evaluation systems must foreground originality, societal relevance,
and ethical rigor over mere publication counts.

Conclusion

As Dr.S. Radhakrishnan emphasized in his writings on university education, true scholarship demands freedom
to question; without protecting dissent and curiosity, India’s doctoral expansion risks intellectual stagnation
rather than renaissance.
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