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Section- A

Q.1) Answer the following questions in 150 words.

a) Rawls’ “justice as fairness” versus utilitarianism and procedural liberalism.

Discuss (10 Marks)
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b) Problems of extent and prognosis in the debate on alienation. Discuss
i il
(10 Marks)
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c) Analyse the relationship between political theary and history, highlighting
why Sabine calls facts the “factual-historical factor.” (10 Marks)
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d) ‘Liberty without equality becomes the privilege of a few.” Comment.

(10 Marks)
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e) Critically examine Aristotle’s justification of natural slavery and the criteria

he gives for distinguishing masters from slaves. (10 Marks)
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Q.2) a) Discuss how liberal, pluralist and cosmopolitan models of
multiculturalism balance individual autonomy with cultural diversity, and con-
e

trast these with the distinctions between strong and weak multiculturalism in

pursuing the same goal. (20 marks)
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b) Explain how feminist jurisprudence portrays law as a tool of patriarchy and

discuss the reforms it envisages. (15 marks)
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c) Justice is called “the reconciler and synthesizer of political values.”
integrative role with reference to liberty, equality, rights and law,

justice balances these often-conflicting ideals.
ki)
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Q.3) a) Critically examine the major approaches to global justice—
cosmopolitan, communitarian and realist—highlighting their contrasting
conceptions of moral obligation. (20 marks)
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b) “Capitalism revolutionises the means of production yet ‘produces its own

grave-diggers.’”” Critically

contradictions of capitalism must culminate in its overthrow and replacement

by socialism.

evaluate Marx’s prognosis that the internal
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c) “Radical Humanism seeks to replace both capitalist exploitation and Marxist
dogma with a scientific ethics of freedom.” Discuss (15 marks)
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Q.4) a) “Consent is the cornerstone of political oblig_ai_:_ion in Locke’s thought,
but its E&gn_in_g;nd operation remain one of the most wvulnerable
elements of his theory.” Critically evaluate this statement, considering both
explicit and tacit forms of consent and their theoretical and practical limits.

(20 marks)
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b) “Aurobindo’s constructive programme combines militant nationalism with a

larger vision of universal human unity.” Comment. (15 Marks)
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c) Critically evaluate the Proposition that political stability requires a dynamic
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Q.5) Write short notes on the following in 150 words.

a) Contrast the economic critique of colonialism offered by the
liberal-constitutionalist perspective and the socialist-Marxist perspective on

the Indian national movement. (10 Marks)
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b) ““Top-down’ legislative quotas such as the Nari Shakti Vandan Act must be
et st
matched by ‘bottom-up’ empowerment in local governments to realise true

gender parity.” Discuss. (10 Marks)
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c) Compare Tilak’s 1895 ‘Swaraj Bill’ and the 1928 Nehru Report as precursors
to the fundamental-rights chapter of the 1950 Constitution. (10 Marks)
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d) “Early nationalism was a ‘struggle about colonialism’ before it became a

‘struggle against colonialism’. Comment. (10 Marks)
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e) “Civil-liberties agitations in India have travelled from elite petitions to

grassroots rights-claiming campaigns.” Comment (10 Marks)
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Q.6) a) “Nehru’s top-down industrial thrust and Gandhi’s bottom-up village
swaraj offered SEIEL different blueprints of growth.” Critically compare the

two approaches and explain why neither was fully realised in

post-Independience India, (20 marks)
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b) “Simultaneous elections enhance governance efficiency but may curb

democratic responsiveness.” Critically analyse with reference to MCC-induced

policy paralysis, federalism, costs, and regional representation. (15 marks)
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Discuss how
planning expertise and financing mechanisms affect the real
autonomy of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs).
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this periodisation, and what evidence suggests

Q.7) a) Critically examine the claim that India Bas- entered a fourth party

system characterised by renewed one-party dominance, What indicators support

it may be premature?
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b) Recent initiatives for a Uniform Civil Code and wagf regulation seck gender
justice and accountability. Critically examine their potential implications for

India’s plural-secular constitutional compact. (15 marks)
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¢) “Indian federalism is essentially executive rather than legislative.” Examine.
the statement by referring to the idea of inter-locking dependence betweeri
“Union and States. (15 marks).
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Q.8) a) “Caste and religion are convergent forms: of identity politics. in India.”
Cziti‘call'y evaluate this claim withh reference to the historical evolution of

communal politics and recent patterns of electoral mobilisation. {20 marks)
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this statement in the light of recent Supreme Court pronouncements that have
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imposed time-hound duties on Governors.
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