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Note: Students are expected to incorporate suggestions from the feedback provided in the answers. Discussion classes for
the tests are also available online in your portal to aid in your preparation. Further, students are requested to see the good
copies of the tests and learn from them. You can also discuss your copy with a Mentor and discover ways and means to
improve your answers, or if you have any issues with this test / copy. Ask specific questions, to get specific answers.

EXAMINER’S REMARKS

CRITERIA FOR THE FEEDBACK SECTION AT THE END OF EACH QUESTION

1. AWIS = Answered What is Asked. This means whether you have addressed the core demand of the question or not. Addressing the core demand of the
question gets you an objectively fair score. It is examiner's perception if you have understood the question and if you know the answer in the first place.
Creative answer writing, sometimes missing the core demand, may fetch very high or very low scores, and exposes your answer to the subjectivity of the
examiner.

2. CD & VA = Content Density & Value Addition. Examiner will evaluate the quality and quantity of your content in the answer. In the same word limit and
space limit have you (a) written what is asked (b) gone beyond what is asked (c) enriched answers through combination of ( but not all!) suggestions, ideas,
quotes, flowcharts, diagrams, facts and figures, data etc. This affects objective components of assessment.

3. S & F = Structure & Flow = Whether you have structured your answer properly or not. Whether the answer has been broken into parts and sub-parts and
each part has been addressed appropriately or not. Whether the flow of the answer is maintained. Affects both subjective and objective components of
assessment.

4. P & R = How your answer performs on the criteria of presentation, ease of read, clarity and apparent effort in writing the answer. This affects the
subjective components of assessment.
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Instructions: All questions are compulsory. The number of marks carried by a question/part is
indicated against it. Quality of the answer is more important than the length of the answer.

frcer - w9 e Sifard 2 | U@% IR gRT 91RA Sil BT SHD W SR f6aT T & | STR @ UIaR SR
S B JoIT F ARB FAeaywt B |

Section-A

Q.1) a) Rising influence of money power in Indian elections poses a serious challenge to transparency,
fairness, and democratic accountability. How can ethical electoral funding be ensured to maintain the
integrity of democracy? (10 marks, 150 words)

YR gATG! § ¢Fed &1 dgdl THTa RG], e sk diediteg sagied & fag MR - 81
ABdid AT & I [ & e A g FHfem/6iEn w8 g fasar s s g2

(10 3fh, 150 ¥Te)

b) Explain the key dimensions of ethics that influence human behaviour. How do these dimensions shape

ethical decision-making in private life? (10 marks, 150 words)
B & 37 TG AT BT quiH B S A TdeR B YA dd 8 | T s st Sfta= & Afass foig
T D FY PR d &2 (10 37, 150 TTeR)

Q.2) a) “Academic freedom is the bedrock of scholarly inquiry and intellectual progress.” Examine the
ethical issues that arise when educational institutions yield to political, social, or economic pressures
and compromises academic freedom. (10 marks, 150 words)

"Ri&fOTes WeiAdT fagdgul sruT 3R Sifad WIfd & STURRIC §1" 39 a1d &I ofd & fF od eifors
TR XTSfes, GrATfor a1 $Mififes qaral & S o ST § SR Qeifires Tacarar § GHeiial $7d &, df -9
A e, IUd 8 & (10 3fd, 150 TTR)

b) Fortitude enables a civil servant to make difficult yet morally right decisions. Explain with reference to
real-life examples. (10 marks, 150 words)

TGl (Fortitude) T RITAd Yadh &I Biod R Afde ®0 § Tl FAvlg o § Fem §41d1 § | IRAfde g &
JTER0N & JeH T Wy S| (10 3fd, 150 TTR)

Q.3) Given below are the three quotations of great thinkers. What do each of these quotations convey to
you in the present context?

2 7eT foeRe! & A I<RuT U T B | adHm Ie H 399 T Ui IGRUT 3TUSH] T AW T 77
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a) “When learning is purposeful, creativity blossoms. When creativity blossoms, thinking emanates.
When thinking emanates, knowledge is fully lit. When knowledge is lit, the economy flourishes.”- Abdul
Kalam. (10 marks, 150 words)

"o e SRyl g1 8, At TaTeTdal et 8 | S e e 8, @t fefa uftan fefia g 31
e fRic ufehar fasRid gl €, ) I I @Re & UebTiRId Bid1 2| Sfd 91 UehIiRId eIl §, i Sricua®l 99
B g1" - 3egcl Do (10 3fh, 150 ¥Te3)

b) “The difference between what we do and what we are capable of doing would suffice to solve most of
the world’s problems.”-Mahatma Gandhi (10 marks, 150 words)

"§H S PR © SR O XA T e §, 3D s BT SR Ay Bt 3ifwiw Iownsit &1 gd A & forg uaf
BT I - T Te TTeft (10 3id, 150 <)

c) "Love and compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without them, humanity cannot survive."-Dalai
Lama (10 marks, 150 words)

O 3R HXUN SATAH AT &, [IaRiar Tl | 37 {1 AMadT Sifad gl 78 bait|” - Solls oAl

(10 31ep, 150 Trex)

Q.4) a) What do you understand by the term ‘probity in governance’? Explain how probity acts as the
foundation of ethical public administration. (10 marks, 150 words)

I H SHHCRT Yeg I Y T JHAJ &2 9d15U fb SAFCERY {5y UeR Afds die U= &1 id T drd
P g (10 3id, 150 TTR)

b) “Starvation must not be used as a weapon of war.” Yet, parties involved in conflicts often resort to the
blockade of food and medical aid to civilians in conflict zones, deepening the humanitarian crisis.
Powerful nations, despite their capacity to intervene, tend to prioritise strategic interests over
humanitarian concerns. What ethical considerations should guide powerful nations in preventing such
actions and ensuring unimpeded humanitarian access? (10 marks, 150 words)

"I B g & SIIIR & U H XA el fpar ST anfeu 1 bR oft, Trawf & wnfirer uer sreRm Ta & o
AT BT HIoH SR e Hgradt &1 Aehl BT HERT oid &, FoR Hidia Hepe TTexrdl & | wfekmedt 1,
T XA BT ST &A1 & S1aeG, A farsil W oo fRal 1 urfiiedr &d © | ifakrmel! I &1
Ut PpRargd! &1 Ve SR Faly Ardiy uga AT $37 § S e R 9 8 9ehd &7

(10 3, 150 ¥IR)

Q.5) a) What teachings of Mahavira are most relevant today and why? Discuss. (10 marks, 150 words)

HRIAR & i Y ey 31 Jafferes urdifies § ik 2 == o | (10 3fa, 150 TTR)
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b) “In contemporary times, social media platforms have emerged as powerful agents in shaping
individual and societal attitudes.” Do you agree with this view? Justify your answer. (10 marks, 150 words)

"FHHTAH THY H, Jd HifSar WewiH afedid 3R ImHifore eI & 3feR a1 | Yfaaemel ifieRe
F FTH IW 1" T Y 37 DB T TgHA 82 30 IR BT AT Wy FIfT| (10 37, 150 <)

Q.6) a) What do you understand by the ‘voice of conscience’? In what ways can you prepare yourself to

listen to the voice of conscience? (10 marks, 150 words)
3T " S{ARTHT 1 SMTATS J T THSIA 67 SARTET BY ATl - I fTT 370 GG P fobeT ! ¥ TR R Gl
g2 (10 37, 150 <)

b) Effective utilisation of public funds is not merely an administrative requirement but a moral
responsibility of those entrusted with public office. However, instances of funds allocated to government
schemes lying idle or being diverted towards extraneous purposes continue to be reported across the
country. Examine the reasons for under-utilization and mis-utilization of public funds and their
implications. (10 marks, 150 words)

e Rt &1 gHTEat SUURT Had URMNHS ATaRTHhdl el 8, Sfch Frasi-e Ug WR R sufaddl &1
Afde SRelRa Wt 81 g1, TR aemrsit & e sdfed 49 & o0l us vea o1 I=0l & 3ar SuanT fhu
TF P A QX A H GEE ST I8 | Aol T & e IUANT 3R gIUANT F BRUN 3R ISP
fAfgardf &1 adtem &% (10 3iep, 150 TIeR)

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - 2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005 | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring Canal
Road, Patna, Bihar 800001 | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020

9311740400, 9311740900 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy



https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy

B Forum[liy

MGP 2025 | General Studies | Test Code : 814412
(12 Questions | 250 Marks | Duration 3 Hours)

Section-B

Q.7) Arail overbridge (ROB) is being planned in the capital city of a central Indian state. The project aims
to reduce traffic congestion and ease delays at railway crossings, which affect thousands of daily
commuters. It had been a long-standing demand of local residents, and the government approved it to
address persistent traffic bottlenecks in the area. The projectis to be executed by the State Public Works
Department (PWD), with a strict completion deadline of one year i.e. 31st July 2026. The PWD Minister,
who is also the local MLA, is scheduled to inaugurate the project in the third week of August 2026. This is
planned to take place shortly before the expected announcement of state elections. Ramesh has been
selected as the project manager of this prestigious assignment on the basis of his professional
competence and experience.

While reviewing the approved design plans in preparation for execution, Ramesh identifies a serious flaw.
The proposed alignment includes a sharp 90-degree turn, incorporated due to spatial constraints
between an electrified railway line on one side and ongoing metro construction on the other. From a
technical standpoint, Ramesh believes the design is unsafe. It increases the risk of vehicular accidents,
especially for heavy vehicles, and may lead to long-term inconvenience for road users.

Ramesh promptly raises the issue with the Chief Engineer. However, the Chief Engineer overrules the
concern. He states thatthe General Arrangement Drawing (GAD) has already been approved by the Bridge
Engineering Department, in coordination with Indian Railways. He points out that revisiting the design at
this stage shall result in project delays, increased expenditure, and unwanted political attention.
Subsequently, Ramesh comes to know that the contractor awarded the tender to execute the project is
a close relative of the PWD Minister. He also receives unofficial communication suggesting that his
promotion to Additional Chief Engineer is under active consideration, but could be jeopardised if he
creates “unnecessary hurdles” in the project’s timely completion.

The incumbent state government is eager to complete the overbridge before the elections and present it
as a major developmental achievement. This adds to the pressure on Ramesh to expedite project
execution without raising further objections. Nonetheless, he remains convinced that the current design
is flawed and could have grave implications for public safety if left unaddressed.

Meanwhile, the bridge design has also attracted widespread public attention after being published in a
leading local newspaper. Images of the sharp 90-degree turn wentviral on social media, drawing criticism
andridicule. Several engineering experts have publicly flagged the alignment as a potential safety hazard,
reinforcing Ramesh’s concerns.

a) Under the given conditions, what are the options available to Ramesh as a project manager?

b) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by Ramesh?

c) What are the professional challenges likely to be faced by Ramesh and his response to overcome such
challenges? (20 marks, 250 words)

A YR & U Iod P AT H Uh I NARISST (ROB) B TSI 13 o1 6! &1 59 URAISHT 6T I
AT & YHT Pl HH HRAT 3R YA BT TR S Bl HH HRAT 5, O GIRI I BT &fep U I T
FRAT ¢ | T8 R FaTRedl &1 dd T0g I gat o X6t i1 o, 3R NBR = &F H TR AT $i aresit
B R B $ o 38 Ao ¢ 1 3 aRaeT Bl sy Al Fmior fayeT (Pwo) gRT Frefea fbar e R,
ot T T e T 9 I 31 JaTs 2026 81 PwD Tl S R fauraes oft €, ord 2026 & AR
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JrTg H 9 IRAISHT &1 IgeTed I3 a1 § | T8 o8 gA1dl 1 0 Bivon ¥ $ I9T Ugd g &I ek
81 U DI FAD! AR &HAT 3R 3THT & SMYR TR 37 HT & Yolde BoR & =9 & AT T 5|

foeares &) ot B Wi fEems Qierrel B THter Brd Ty, IR T TR Y &) UgaH Fd § | Ukdifad
W@ B U <fig 90-F&Ut Ars wfia g, S U R faggdierd Yad A SR gasl dRW 9d 3@ Hel fAafur &
dra wifAe st & HRUr i far a1 81 deiie! efPEIr I, I BT A § b fews srRféa g
Y a1 g3l &1 SNRAW §¢ STdT 8, W HRY aTe! & g, 3iR Tse IuaiTaarstt & fa defafas
3rgfaen g gaveh g

HR A R JH AR & e $H e bl IS gIeiifch, B S = f=id b1 @iksl & fan| I5H wet
& uRdta Yad & gueag & fae ol faum gRT oFRa SR ST (GAD) &1 Ugd &l Hofdl ¢ 1 718 &
IEI I b 39 TR W o1z R Qa1 faaR o537 @ uRaerr § 38 8ift, @< ag oIk sraifyd Iomifas
& 3BT gh |

3P d1C, T DI UdT il & fob BT ShaR B URGISHT &I T A BT e a1 71 B, 98 esegg! At
1 P61 RYAER 51 Y o dexr of firear ¢ s oe1 T § o sifafed g sifijid & ug W)
IUS! ISl R Afehd ¥ I 3R fasan 51 31 8, Afd 3R 9 uRaieHT & 990 R -1 81H § "3FaRadH
YY" YT BT 8 Ot TP Ut TR H US Jahel g

AT T WHR FAG! F Ugd SNaRfs o1 i R a5 iR 38 U 8t [abrets IJudfel & &0 &
TR B & ol I o | T T8 WR o1 fandt oiR siafy & uiaiern & Fwrea & doht aF &1 gard §¢
ST 81 TR off, 371 A1 € o Hicpe fEoms 1 & Wil § ofR SR S0 W & =1e) faa T df S99 raet-ids
IR W THR SRR U8 el |

3O o, U U RIHT GHER U & YH1RI 8F & a1 Jd & [Somz- 3 1 aamas &9 3 a1l &1 & St
frar 81 90 feuht & g His &t ek Trxrat HifSar W arRd 81 TS, SRR STarar iR IUGRY &1 [T HAT
TST| B3 Sol-araT fIRIgl = Trefoi-e =0 § TR0 b JHTTIT FReT Wk & =0 | ffgd fear 3, e e
&1 fiart 3R i gy B B

a) &1 T3 uRfUfaal &, Ter iAo Ueeed & €0 § 0 & U &1 [dded SUasy 82

b) T Y fbT Afde gfaensit o1 I o1 Us 187

¢) T B! forT ATaaIes gl BT AT BT US Tohdl ¢ auT Tt gefaat oR fa=ur um & forg 3aet
F1 gfdfehar i1 arfed? (20 3idb, 250 7<)

Q.8) Srushti is a young and dynamic IPS officer, posted as Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) in a
communally sensitive district. Her husband, Arjun, is an IAS officer and posted as Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) in the same district. Both are honest, sincere and deeply committed to their work. They
have a daughter who is just four months old, and is looked after by a domestic helper. Srushti resumed
duty just two weeks ago after six months of maternity leave.

At 9 PM on Saturday night, Srushti is in her office reviewing the security arrangements with her team for
an upcoming local festival. The situation in the area has been tense throughout the week due to a flare-
up between two communities over a petty issue. Around 9:30 PM, she gets a call from the Superintendent
of Police. He asks her to prepare a detailed law and order brief for a high-level meeting the next morning.
Srushti reaches home at 10 PM, feeling exhausted. She has not been getting proper sleep during the week
due to frequent night patrolling. Arjun also returns around the same time after a long day in the field. Their
daughter has been unwell and cried through most of the previous night. Arjun expresses concern about
Srushti’s heavy workload and the baby’s condition. He tells her that she can not keep pushing herself like
this and that the child needs more of her attention. Srushti replies that she cannot afford to step back.
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She adds that people are already judging her and questioning her commitment to work for availing
maternity leave. The conversation gradually turns into an argument. Arjun feels Srushti is ignoring her
health and family, while Srushti feels judged and unsupported.
Later that night, as Srushti sits at her desk preparing the report, she pauses and reflects on the purpose
of her work. She had joined the IPS to serve the people and protect the vulnerable. But now, she wonders
if she is being fair to her own child and family. Even as recently as last week, she had to cancel the family
dinner as she had to attend an urgent meeting at the SP office. She also feels the weight of expectations.
Male officers with children are rarely questioned. But as a new mother, she is constantly under scrutiny.
Many in the department believe that women, especially new mothers, are not suitable for field duty.
Srushti starts thinking about her options. She knows that whatever decision she makes will not only
impact her own future but also influence the expectations placed on other working mothers in uniform.
a) What are the ethicalissues involved in the above case?
b) Evaluate the options available to Srushti in the above situation.
c) What suggestions would you make to help officers like Srushti maintain a healthy work-life balance.
(20 marks, 250 words)

Iy we ga1 3R Suitar Smsuiey SifieRl € S Iveifie U ¥ Yag-=id o & Jeras gfer sreherd
(ASP) & UG TR oHTd & | 3% Tfd 3fSj Teh SRULY A RY & 3R I foret & Iu-faumfa aforee (som) &
UG W oHId 81 a1 8 SHMER, FSaF &R s wif & ufd ot ake wuftid &1 3@ T it g o ot IR
TEH B 8 3R D! U U O TeTH] dxdll ¢ | YB3 B8 HgH &1 I a1 & §1G &l Jwrg g
s IR A= B 2

AR 1A 9 T YiY 307 FHratad § 0t 9 & Wiy ST R AR & o7 qRem oy &t Jafien R
el ATl T B W I1d W & GG & §1d SIS & BRI ) Aarg & H Rufcr aemaquf @1 Id SR 9:30
o I gfery 3fefierds &1 B 31d1 8 | 98 I SATeH Jag U I TRIT 93 P (o fak]d HTH a1 daR
FA & T F5d 5

MY A 10 T R UG A &, I 9gd YD TEq 8! ¢ | Id B AR TR HRA & HRUI 98 T I8 31 o
Q) TE Ul 81 31l i &5 H U & o feam & a1g amdT St 99 dedl 81 3@ 9Kl & qaad TR ot
3R I8 Ul Id SATETaR TH A<l I@T | 31 Y & YR SIRAUR SR I &1 fRUfA & IR T i s dxan
21 98 39 HEdl ¢ [ I8 We B 39 a8 J e W Ghdll 3R 5= BT I 3Heeh 01 B1 mazgehar g1 iy
SaTe et B o5 a8 W gen &1 SR T8 31 Udhdlt| 98 Hac ¢ [ TN Ugd I € IUST e @ 8 SR
T SMAHTY T & oIl HTH B Bt IYD! Uidagdl IR FaId 337138 ¢ | dadid eR-¢R 989 & sed ot
81 3 B Tl § T Y ITd W 3R URGR BT ToRSHES R ! ¢, i g e B! fwfad 3R
SR Hegd HRdl g

I 91 H, 519 IV 3T S TR RUIE IR FHRA 931 2ff, df 98 Tt 3R 30 S & I W fFaR fawan|
I8 AN T AT B 3R FHSIR AT DI & IR & forg 1ps T 2nfdrat g3 o1 Afde sra, 39 snmyd g1 @18
H1 g 39 T 3R URAR & 1Y 1 IR Va1 ¢ | {U3al g +ft 3T Tikaies Hiet XE =1 U1 Fifh 34 SP
FHrad B Ue oRest HifeT & nfia g1 UT| 98 Srdemaft &1 aigr ft Tey Rl 81 I arel guy S
I S & HH IHars &t Sl 1 Afdh T S A & ¥U B, 98 TR offd & ek & gt g | fAum d &%
< A © fob ARREATY, Wby 78 HIG, Bies SYCT o iy Sugert a1 o |

Y 1o fadhedl & IR H a1 Y& R odl g1 98 9l § 1o ag il off ot oinfl, 39eT 7 o 39 Hiaw
TR 3R TS, Sfcdh acf & 10 B3 gl 317 Arareif & srdemsfi o ot SRR g

a) ST I ¥ Afdd ge, 1 87
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b) SR Rufd T P & e Iuaisy fadhedi o1 geaihd B |
o) Y S SHfAFHRG! Bt Ty FHT-sfia Iga 98 T H Aeg HRA & fTT 319 o1 Jaia e

(20 3, 250 ¥Teq)

Q.9) A reputed Indian beauty & personal care company developed a herbal skin cream for the
international market, claiming anti-ageing and skin-repair properties based on traditional Ayurvedic
formulations. After obtaining the necessary approvals and export certifications, the company began
exporting the product. The product received widespread positive feedback for its quality and natural
formulation, and soon became a huge hit in international markets. Riding on this success, the company
announced that the product would soon be made available to domestic consumers, with almost the
same quality and health benefits.

Subsequently, it secured approval from the domestic regulatory authority and launched the product in
the Indian market. Over time, the brand gained a significant share of the domestic market and earned
substantial revenues both nationally and internationally.

However, during a random sample check, officials discovered that the cream sold in India differed from
the version approved by the competent authority. The product failed to meet the claimed herbal
composition and purity standards. Further investigation revealed that the company had often been
distributing batches that had failed export quality checks.

The incident triggered widespread public criticism and regulatory scrutiny, leading to a sharp decline in
the company’s reputation and financial performance.

a) Discuss the ethical issues involved in the case.

b) What actions should the competent regulatory authority take against the personal care company for
violating domestic quality standards and distributing rejected export batches in the Indian market?

c) What course of action is available to the company to manage the crisis and restore public trust and
brand credibility? (20 marks, 250 words)
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87 (20 e, 250 ¥IR)

Q.10) A forest fire has broken out in a hilly district and is rapidly spreading toward an eco-sensitive area
that includes four villages (ESA villages). These villages lie along the forest fringe and are surrounded by
difficult terrain. The region is known for its biodiversity and traditional forest-based livelihoods. The
inhabitants of these villages are mostly poor tribal communities, dependent on forest resources for their
sustenance.

You, as the District Magistrate of the area, have rushed to the spot with a medical team, police personnel,
NGOs, media, and support staff to oversee the rescue and containment operations. Your disaster
response team on the ground is smalland poorly equipped. Reinforcements from the district headquarter
have been requested, but they may take several hours to arrive due to the remoteness and challenging
terrain.

In the meantime, a group of trained ex-forest guards and local youth from the villages offer to help. They
are experienced and familiar with the area. However, existing government rules do not permit the
engagement of unofficial personnel in fire control operations without formal clearance and insurance
coverage.

Your team members are divided on this issue. Some members argue that volunteers should be engaged
immediately to prevent the fire from spreading. Others caution that involving them without proper
approval and safety cover could be risky and against protocol.

As the District Magistrate, you are also the Chairperson of the District Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA). The fire is spreading at a very rapid rate, and immediate action is required to protect lives,
property, and the environment. You are now in a dilemma.

a) What are the options available to you?

b) Critically evaluate each of the options identified by you.

c) What option would you adopt and why?

d) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by you? (20 marks, 250 words)
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Q.11) In one of the government primary schools located in a rural block of a district, the newly appointed
headmistress observed an unusual practice. The school had been preparing and serving mid-day meals
separately to students belonging to different communities. Although the meals were cooked using a
common gas connection, separate utensils, cooking areas, and serving arrangements had been in place
for more than two decades. Students from the two communities had their food cooked and served by
different cooks and ate in separate classrooms, despite attending classes together.

After taking charge, the headmistress decided to discontinue this practice. She directed that food be
prepared and served together for all students, using a common kitchen and utensils. However, the
decision triggered backlash. A considerable number of parents across communities vehemently
opposed the move and stopped sending their children to school. Consequently, attendance fell by
almost 60 percent. This also raised concerns regarding the possible discontinuation of the mid-day meal
scheme, withdrawal of teaching staff, and even closure of the school due to falling enrolment. The issue
has attracted attention from various political and social groups attempting to further polarise the
situation and serve their vested interests.

Marpi Apang, the District Education Officer (DEQO), has been tasked by the Deputy Commissioner’s office
to amicably resolve the matter at the earliest. She has also been directed to submit a detailed report along
with the Action Taken Report within a fortnight.

a) ldentify the ethical issues involved in this case.

b) What course of action should Marpi adopt and why?

c) What should be the responsibilities of different social segments and agencies to create positive social
ambiance for accepting such changes? (20 marks, 250 words)
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Q.12) You are a Municipal Commissioner of a tier-2 city experiencing rapid urban expansion. Several high-
rise residential and commercial buildings are under construction in the city to meet the growing demand
for housing. One such luxury residential complex is being built, employing hundreds of daily-wage
labourers, many of whom live in temporary settlements at the construction site. Late one night during the
monsoon season, a large section of scaffolding and concrete slabs collapses from the upper floors of
one of the under-construction buildings. Seven labourers, including two minors, die on the spot. Several
others are critically injured and rushed to the hospital. The tragic incident results in public outrage,
intense media scrutiny, and protests by a local NGO. The state government orders a formal inquiry and
directs you to submit a report within a week. Your preliminary investigation reveals a series of
irregularities. The construction material used is substandard and not in accordance with the National
Building Code. Although the approved plan permits construction of fifteen floors, the builder has illegally
added two extra floors. Moreover, the structure has encroached on land demarcated for a community
park and a fire service lane under the city’s Zonal Development Plan. These violations are not reported
during site inspections conducted by the building inspector of the municipal corporation. The building
clearance was granted during the tenure of your predecessor, who is not only your batchmate but also a
close friend. Both of you were roommates during your training at LBSNAA. Prima facie, the case appears
to involve a widespread nexus between officials of the Municipal Corporation and the builder. Your
colleagues are putting pressure on you to go slow in the inquiry. Some of them suggest that holding the
builder accountable could damage the city's image among investors and slow down urban development.
Meanwhile, you come to know that the builder is the younger brother of a powerful minister in the state
cabinet. One evening, his personal aide visits you privately. He suggests that the matter could be
“mutually settled” and offers you a premium apartment worth X2 crore in the same residential complex.
In the same breath, he hints that if the matter is not resolved swiftly in the builder’s favour, someone in
his office is prepared to file a complaint against you under the SC and ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act.
a) Discuss the ethicalissues involved in the case.

b) What are the options available to you in this situation?

c) Explain your selected course of action. (20 marks, 250 words)
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