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Section-A

Q.1) a) Rising influence of money power in Indian elections poses a serious challenge to transparency,
fairness, and democratic accountability. How can ethical electoral funding be ensured to maintain the
integrity of democracy? (10 marks, 150 words)
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b) Explain the key dimensions of ethics that influence human behaviour. How do these dimensions
shape ethical decision-making in private life? (10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.2) a) “Academic freedom is the bedrock of scholarly inquiry and intellectual progress.” Examine the
ethical issues that arise when educational institutions yield to political, social, or economic pressures
and compromises academic freedom. (10 marks, 150 words)
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b) Fortitude enables a civil servant to make difficult yet morally right decisions. Explain with reference
to real-life examples. (10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.3) Given below are the three quotations of great thinkers. What do each of these guotations convey

to you in the present context?
i He Rl & diH 30 fou 0 8| oA Fev # 390 9 Ud® ISR U] 71 Hell &l 67

a) “When learning is purposeful, creativity blossoms. When creativity blossoms, thinking emanates.
When thinking emanates, knowledge is fully lit. When knowledge is lit, the economy flourishes.”- Abdul
Kalam. (10 marks, 150 words)
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b) “The difference between what we do and what we are capable of doing would suffice to solve most
of the world’s problems.”-Mahatma Gandhi (10 marks, 150 words)
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Lama

c) "Love and compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without them, humanity cannot survive."-Dalai

(10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.4) a) What do you understand by the term ‘probity in governance’? Explain how probity acts as the

foundation of ethical public administration. (10 marks, 150 words)
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b) “Starvation must not be used as a weapon of war.” Yet, parties involved in conflicts often resort to
the blockade of food and medical aid to civilians in conflict zones, deepening the humanitarian crisis.
Powerful nations, despite their capacity to intervene, tend to prioritise strategic interests over humani-
tarian concerns. What ethical considerations should guide powerful nations in preventing such actions
and ensuring unimpeded humanitarian access? (10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.5) a) What teachings of Mahavira are most relevant today and why? Discuss.
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b) “In contemporary times, social media platforms have emerged as powerful agents in shaping

individual and societal attitudes.” Do you agree with this view? Justify your answer.
(10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.6) a) What do you understand by the ‘voice of conscience’? In what ways can you prepare yourself to
listen to the voice of conscience? (10 marks, 150 words)
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b) Effective utilisation of public funds is not merely an administrative requirement but a moral
responsibility of those entrusted with public office. However, instances of funds allocated to
government schemes lying idle or being diverted towards extraneous purposes continue to be reported
across the country. Examine the reasons for under-utilization and mis-utilization of public funds and
their implications. (10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.7) A rait overbridge (ROB} is being planned in the capi'_t_a_l city of a central Indian state. The project
aims to reduce traffic congestion and ease delays at raitway crassings, which affect thqu'sands_ of daity
comruters. It had been a long-standing demand of local residents, znd the government approved it to
address persistent-traffic bottienecks in the area. The project is to be executed by the State Public
Works Department (PWD), with a strict completion deadline of one year i.e. 31stJuly 2026. The PWD
Minister, who is also the local MLA, is scheduled to inaugurate the project in the third week of August
20286. This is planned to take place shorily béfore the expected announcement of statg._:e'l'ég_::t_ions.
Ramesh-has been selected as the project manager of this prestigious assignment on tt_;_;e’"’ﬁés’ of his
professionat competence and expefience. . L

While reviewing the approved design plans in preparation for execution, Ramesg
flaw. The proposed alignment includes a sharp 90-degree turn; incorporated, i
between an electiified raitway line on one side and ongoing matro constiy
technical standpoint, Ramesh believes the design is unsafe. It iricrea

concern. He states that the General Arrangement Dfawing (GAD) h
Bridge Engineering Department, in coordination with indian Raitway
design at this stage shall result.iri project delays, increased _e_>__c_|__3_'é 10
tion.

creates “unnecesaary hurdles™ inthe prcject’s timely completlon

The mcumbent state government is eager to comp eté the overbrldﬂe befare the eiectlons and presert

it as a maijor ‘devélopmentat: achievemént. THis adds to the pressure on ‘Rarmesh to expedlte prcuect' )

execution without raising further. objecticns Nonetheless he remains convinced that the current de-
-sign is flawed and could Have grave mpt:catlons for public safety iF left unaddressed.

Meanwhile, the br|dge design has aiso atiracted widespread puhllc attention after. belng pubhshed ina

leading local newspaper, Images of the: sttarp 90-degree turn Weiit viral on social media, draw:ng cfiti-
cism and ridicule. Several englneenng experts have pubhcly flagged the ahgnment asa pqtential safety-
hazard, reinfor¢ing Rarmesh’s concerns. - :

a) Under the given conditions, what are the options 'availa'bl'é"fbj Rarmesh as & project manager?
b) What are the ethical dilemimas being faced-by Ramesh?

¢) What are the proféssional chiallenges {lkely to be faced by Ramesh and his response to-overcome
sich challenges? . {20 marks, 250 words)’
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Q.8)Srushti is a young and dynamic IPS officer, posted-as Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP)in-a
commurially sensitive district. Her husband, Arjun, is an |AS officer and posted as Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrate {SDM) in the same district. Both ate hanest, sincere and deeply committed to their work. They
have a daughter who is just four months old; and is looked after by @ domestic helpér. Srushti resumed
duty just two weeks ago after sixmonths of maternity leave.

At 9 PM on.Saturday night, Srushtiis in her office reviewing the security arrangements with her team for
“an upcaming local festival. The situationin the area has been tense throughout the week due to a flare-
up between twd communities ovér.a petty issue. Around $:30 PM, she gets a call from the ‘Superinten-
dent of Police. He asks her to prepare a detailed law and order brief for a high-level meeting the next
morning,

Srushti reaches home at 10 PM, feeling exhausted. She has not been getting proper sleep during the
week due to frequent night patrolling. Arjun alse returns around the same time aftera lqhg. day.in the
field. Their daughter has been unwell and cried through most of the p'rev__i'dti__s night. Arjun expresses
concern about Srushti's heavy workload and the baby's condition. He tells her that'she can not keep
pushing herself like this.and that the child negéds more of her attention. Srushti replies that she cannot
afford to step-back: She adds that pecpie-are already judging her and qtfé”st’ibﬁ'ih'g_-’her commitmeant to
work for availing maternity leave, The conversation gradually turns into ah argument. Arjun feels Srush-
ti is ignoring her health and family, while Srushti feels judged and unsupported.

Later that night, as Srushti sits at her desk preparing the report, she pauses and reflects on the pur-
pose of her work.-She had joined the [PS 1o serve the people and protect the vuinerable. But now, she
wanders if sheis being fair to herown childand famity. Even as.recently as last- week, she had to can-
cel the family dinner as she had to attend an urgent meeting.at the SP office. She alsc feels the weight
of expectations. Male officers with children are rarsly questioned. But as a new fmother, she is con-
stantly under scrutiny. Many in the department believe that women, especially new mothers, are not
suitable for field duty.-

Srushti starts thinking about her options. She knows that whatever decision she makes will not only
impact her own future but also influence the expectations placed on ather working mothers in uhiform.

a) What are the ethical isstes invdlved inthe above case?

b) Evaluate the options. a_va'i'l.able__to Srushti in the aho_\ft;.'situatin_n.

c) What suggestions would you maké to help officers like Srushti maintain a healthy work-life balénce,
{20 marks, 250 words)
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Q.9) A reputed Indian besuty & personal care company developed a‘herbal skin cream for the interna-
‘ional market, claiming anti-ageing and skin-repair properties based on traditional Ayurvedic formula:
tions. After obtainingthe necessary approvals and export certifications, the company began exporting
the product. The product received widespread positive feedback for its quality-and-natural formula-
tion, and soon became & huge hit in international markets: Riding on this success, the. company an-

ndunced that the product would soon be made available to domestic consumers, with almost the.

same quality and health benefits.

Subsequently, it secured approval fram the domestic regulatory authority and launiched the pioduct in
the Indian market. Overtime, the brand gained a significant share of the domestic market and garned
substantial revenues both nationally and internationally. ' '

However, during a random sample check, officials discovered that the cream _SO_l_d-%ﬁ India.'d_i_f_f_er'}e:d "
from the version appraved by the competent authority. The product failed te.smeet the- claiméd"ﬁé'r'bé[__i

composition and purity standards. Further investigation revealed that the company had often'.'been
distributing batches thathad faited export quality checks. '

The incident triggered widespread public criticism-and regulatory scrutmy, leadmg to a. sharp decilne in.

the company's reputatien and financial performance.

a) Discuss the athical issues involved inthe case..

b) What actions should the competent regulatory authority take aga:nst the personal care-campany for

violating domestic quality standards and distributing re;ected"_"xport batches i the Indian market?

c) What course.of action is availabte to the company 1o manage the -crisis and restore publictrust and
brand credibility? o {20 marks, 250 words)

&?ﬁ{wwﬁa?

3 3
R Wﬁ%%@%ﬂﬂ%ﬂlwu

&ﬂaw&aﬁmsh? mmmﬁﬁaﬁﬂa m#mmﬁuﬁm%mﬁmmaﬁ:
wﬁgﬂmﬂ g BIHAYH-% e @ e uiafhar e, ok o 8 shvayie ARl B
2T &1 T | 39 gwEar IR YIR ST, SO 9 v B Iare o el Inieast F fr.

IO T A, mﬁaﬂmwwaﬁ?ﬁmmuam
T a1e, 39 T fafae Tt § Hed wike 9 ofR gy @ uRedl SR g we ) g %

%W#mmﬁ%m%@m R & SR Uty SR sy vy W nie T il

Elcﬂlfb F TR e udiemn & AR, arftmnfedy 3w e Wﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁaﬂﬁ"ﬂ&mmﬁﬁrﬁ
YT U o Fare 2T fR T e gde T @R g :
aﬁaﬁmﬂumwﬁfme{m@%ﬂﬁaﬁﬁmqﬁzﬁaﬁ

%m%mmaﬁaﬁmwaﬁ?mm%ﬁﬂé ﬁwaﬁvmmw&
UfIgT 3R A Tasi o wid fikmee 3!

a) THE 7 it e el ux wal By

UG TH®! &1 Iead $34 R srdlea Fafd 39 & Yrdle s § faofa a@r % R asm
ﬁ;‘r}%mfwﬁm%mé@mm%f@amwmmmm

©) e 1 TR TR T e B faAT el s [yt sere wen d fre ol & am w R,
JUTR 87 {20 sf&. 250 Em).

Cakl ws: 9311730400, 9311740900 ST T Visitus s waed _
Blog : blog.foremias.com ‘Emait : helpdeskse oruntss.avademy

. 'l‘».(.‘l]ﬂl 2 : . -

37



{Don’t Writé anythi;
in this Area /39 ¥
w® 7w T )

Call us: 9311740400, 9311740900
Blog ; llog.forumias.com

Vigit us.: www.forumias.com
Ennail 1 hedpdeskaiioruming. academy

38



(Dot Write anythis
“in this Area {58
W Gy 4 g )
Al
Call us: 9311740400, 931 1740900 SR At ey i :
Blog : blog.forumias.com ' Email + helpdeskigforumins. acadeiy 39




(Don't Write-unythiy
inthis Area/ 59 39
T o 7 ford )

Feedback
{For OFFICE. use anly’
t  @I@®

AWIS

‘Ch & VA

S&F

F&R

PFlease puk tick
marké in the above
‘tahble,

Here G is Good, A i5
Average and Pas
Foor.

TGTAL.
MARKS

Call us: 93117306400, 931 1740000 Visit us : www.forumias.com
-Bl_ﬂg 1 hlt_:g.f(‘lrumius'-.qul‘n' Enail : 'hclpdnsk{{;;l'ﬁrumi:ls'.:lu:ulumy 40




{Dan’t Wriit:‘_anylhi;
in this Area /39
R AR

Q.10} A forest fire has broken out in a hilly district and is rapidly spreading toward an eco-sensitive at-
ea that includes four villages (ESA villages). These villages lie along the forest fringe &and ‘are surround-
ed by difficult terrain. The region is kniown. for its biodiversity ard traditional forest-based livetihonds.
The inhabitants of these villages are mostly poor tribal cammiunities, dependent on forest resources
fortheirsustenance.

You, as'the District Magistrate of the area, have rushed tothe spotwith a medical team, police persari-
nel, NGOs, media, and support staff to oversee the rescue and containment operations, Your disaster
response team on the ground'is small aad: poafly equipped. Reinforcements from the - district head-
quarter have been reguested, but they may take several hours'ta arrive due 1o the remote 5% and
challenging terrain,

In"the meantime, & group of trained ex-forest-guards .and {ocal youth fror the vill

engagement of unofficial personnel in fire control operations without formal
covérage

gaged 1mmedtately to prevent.the ftre from. spreadmg Others caution i
er approval and safety cover gould be risky and.against protocol.
As the District Magistrate, you are atso the Chairperson of the District Disa
{DBMA). The fire is spreading at a very rapid rate, and immediate a(_:_t_u__:_-_' is.
property, .and the environment. You are now in a-dilemmia.
‘a) What are the-options available to you?

b) Cntlcalty evallate each of the options. identified by you
<} What option would you adopt and why? _
) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by-ym‘?' ' - (20:marks, 250 words)
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Q.11) In one of the government primary schools located in a rural block of a district, the newly
appointed headmistress observed an unusual practice. The school had been preparing and serving
mid-day meals separately to students belonging to different communities. Although the meals were
cooked using a common gas connection, separate utensils, cooking areas, and serving arrangements
had been in place for more than two decades. Students from the two communities had their food
cooked and served by different cooks and ate in separate classrooms, despite attending classes
together.

After taking charge, the headmistress decided to discontinue this practice. She directed that food be
prepared and served together for all students, using a common kitchen and utensils. However, the
decision triggered backlash. A considerable number of parents across tommunities vehemently
opposed the move and stopped sending their children to school. Consequently, attendance fell by
almost 60 percent. This also raised concerns regarding the possible discontinuation of the mid-day
meal scheme, withdrawal of teaching staff, and even closure of the school due to falling enrolment.
The issue has attracted attention from various political and social groups attempting to further
polarise the situation and serve their vested interests.

Marpi Apang, the District Education Officer (DEQ), has been tasked by the Deputy Commissioner’s
office to amicably resolve the matter at the earliest. She has also been directed to submit a detailed
report along with the Action Taken Report within a fortnight.

a) Identify the ethical issues involved in this case.

b) What course of action should Marpi adopt and why?

c) What should be the responsibilities of different social segments and agencies to create positive
social ambiance for accepting such changes? (20 marks, 250 words)
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Q.12) You are a Municipal Commissioner of a tier-2 city experiencing rapid urban expansion. Several
high-rise residential-and commercial buildings are under'construction in the city to meet the growing
demand for housing. Oneg such luxury residential complex is Being built, employing hundreds of daily-
wage labourers, many of whom live in tgmporary séttlements at the construstion site, Late one night
during the monscan season, a large section of scaffolding and concrete slabs ¢ollapses from the up-
perfloors of one of the under-construction buildings. Seven labourers, including two minors, dig on the
spot. 'Several.o_thers ‘are critically injured and rushed to the hospital. The tragic incident results in pub-
lic-outrage, intense media scrutiny; and protests by a local NGO. The state government orders a formal
‘inquiry and directs you te submit a report within a.week“Your preliminary investigation reveals a sefies.
of irregularities. The construction material used s substandard and not in accordance with the Nation-
al Buitding Code. Although the appreved plan permits construction of fifteer floors, the bu:lder has:
illegally added two extra floors, Moreover; the structure has: encroached on land demarcated for a

‘community park and a fire service lane under the city’s Zonal Developmient Plan. These violations are

not reported during site-inspections conducted by the building inspector of the municipal.corparatian.
The:building clearance was.granted during the tenure of your predecessor, who-is not only your batch-
mate but also a close friend. Both of you were roommates during your training at LBSNAA. Prima facie,
the case appears to involve a widespread nexus between officials of the Municipal Corporsation and the.
builder. Your colleagues are putting pressure on you to go slow in the inquiry. Some of them suggest

that huldmg the builder-acchuntable could damage the city's image among invéstors and stow dewn'

urban deveiopment Meanwhile, you come to know that the bullder s the younger brother of a power-
ful’ mlmster in the state cabinet. One aevening, his personal aade visits you privately. He suggests that
the matter could be “mutually settled” and offers you a premium apartment worth £2 crore in the
same residential complex. In the same breath, he hirts that if the matter is not resclved swiftly in the

builder’s favour, somecne'in his office is prepared to.file a complaiht'against you under the SC and ST

{Pravantion of Atrocities} Act.
a} Discussthe ethical issues invelved in the case.
b) What are the optians. avallab[e to youin.this mtuatmn’? .

¢) Explain your selected course of action, ' {20 marks, 250 words)
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Mentor Feedback Questions

1.
2 .
3 - * L1 )
a .
5.
Test Goal Outcomes
. N . ceettetsamunsr et are s saant oy semdas s emmat b
2 erereeereresses e s orsieesermaes e s rseats e eeudeviseraresarsareses oests et R R RSO R AR RS
3 . [ S T LU PO sinuesasadbaenanRRan TRy
Marking Scheme
Mark Good Average Below average
|
10 Marker 3.75- 040 5 3.0-3.5 <3.0
RPN ]
15 Marker 5.75-7.0 ? 4.0-5.5 <4.0
20 Marker 775-10 6-75 <6

Key / Relevant Point.

Vague / Irrelevant

* Subject to change without prior notice.
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