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Article - 1 : Time to reset India’s engagement with Central Asia
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Article - 2: Decline or Resurgence? China Debates the Future of US Power
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Article - 3 : Dear Babasaheb, those who sing paeans to you inflict wounds on constitution

Dear Babasaheb, those who sing pacans to
youinflict wounds on your Constitution

EAR BABASAHEB, your life
iandd thinking were deeply in
vested In Larger kleas of equal
ity, fraternity and a just o
clety. But one must routinely
pobackto your contribution tothe making
of the Constitution, because, won't these
poals remain distant and vague (f we were
to Isolate them from the digtortions ol the
Constitution that you shaped?

But your Constitution has become un
recognisable I not almost frrelevant amid
bad practices and clever distortions, You
were prescient when you warned that the
Congtitution would fall, not because [t was
not well crafted but because the people en
trusted toworkon it choose to make t afall
ure. This is not a lament about the docu
ment oralegal edifice, this s an immediate
concern lor the larger Project you envis
aged. Emancipation - and politics for
emancipation - cannot be possible with
out the minimum of formal democracy, In
undermining the Constitution, India’s
rulers are pushing backagainst the impulse
of emancipation. In the wounds inflicted
on the Constitution, there is a story fore
told: The basics of political emancipation
are denfed, delegitimised, and the idea of
democratic resistance criminalised

Three specific instances that make this
story of urgent concern may be cited as
these are directly connected to the Consti
tution, These Instances are happening
when formality will demand that those
who Inflict wounds on your Constitution
alsosing pacans to your greatness,

Tucdia m‘:tne/»«‘v\,g erosion 0'6 ‘

electoral rollh A aﬂc@cd

Babasaheb, your followers assoclate the
ambition of one person-one vote-one value
with you and the Constitution, You were
tightly concerned with expanding the ambit
ol democracy beyond the political; you
wamed that political democracy would be
meaningless without social democracy. But
wehave managedtoscuttle the basics them
selves, I political democracy Is constrained
legally and judicially reshaped to exclude
thenthe ldeaol soclal democracy will auto
matically become more distant and less rel
evant. The history of elections the world
over isthe history of expanding voting ghts
and the struggle for inclusion, We have
mixle history by doing the opposite. Only a
(uarter of a century ago, India priced itself
on the fact that its political parties and ofl
¢lal election machinery strove toexpand the
net of Inclusion, Today, we witness not
merely the attrition of electoral rolls and
ullegations of systematic exclusion of mi
norities, we also witness judicial equivoca
tion over this scandalous development

As you would know, the betrayal s not
confined to one institution. The Constitu
tion envisaged a delicate balance of power
that was supposed to be quite uncomtort
able for the executive, The executive always
wants power, But the Constitution
expected institutions to function
autonomously and countervall
the powerof the executive, Some
times that really did happen
when, despite a parliamentary
system, the legislature sought to
ask tough questions; when, de

SUHAS
PALSHIKAR

Article 32 was supposed to be
astrong counterbalance to
executive excess, But this
understanding has now
become purely fictional

spite appointment by the executive, the
Election Commission made life miserable
{or not just the executive but for most polith
cal parties; and when, Inspiteof the ignom
Iny of ADM Jabalpur (2017), many high
courts and sometimes the Supretne Count
passured us that arrests cannot be arbitrary
Imprisonment cannot be unreasonable

50, we went on quoting your statement
that Article 32 is the heart and soul of the
Constitution, Little dic we know that sedi
tion charges would overpower all other
considerations and “bail, not fall” would
become mere poetry. Nor did we know that
writ petitions would be kept undeclded in
determinately. Heart and soul, Babasaheb
means something so central that there Is
no compromise, no delay, no subterfuge
over it Article 32 was supposed to be a
strong counterbalance toexecutive excess.
But this understanding has now become
purely fictional

1 the heart and soul of the Constitution
can be robbed of its strength and starring
role, we are not 10o far away (rom the time
when nothing inthe Constitution istreated
as sacrosanct. 1 the heart and soul of the
Constitution can be diminished, then most
other limbs of the Constitution that make
theanimal called democracy stand
upright can be chopped off. Over
the past 75 years, the Constitution
evolved into a solid framework
igainst arbitrary changes by ama
Jorlty. That was possible because of
the introduction of Basic Structure
18 i theoretical protection against

executive and legislative takeover. But arent
weon the threshold of terminating that pro
tectlon? We have already discarded it de
Jacto; we now awalt ade fire denouetent.

You may think these are exaggeratesd
fears. But unfortunately, Babasaheb, this is
not the case — only recently, we have wit
nessed i cirect attack on you and your ideas
about the Constitution, While there have
been alleged disenfranchisement and al
leged judicial abdications [n matters of ha
beas corpus, the realm of ideas and the
orles, 100, Is being regularly cleansed of the
democratic principles that once marked
political and constitutional thinking, Your
old-fashioned idea of constitutional moral
ity Is already being discarded as mere sentd
ment, avague term.

Traditional political theory understood
the importance of constitutionalism as the
bulwark of constitutional democracy. With
out it the Constitution is a mete document
that rulers and political players can distort
You gave that idea of constitutionalism a
more elegant name - anormative basis that
protects and enhances principles as some
thing mandatory. Whena government gives
uponthat normative anchor, the Constitu
tlon, however well written, becomes a con
venient tool of obfuscation at best, and sup
pression at worst, And you will agree
Babasaheb, that when political democracy
iscompromised, weare one step away from
denying democracy more generally.
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The Programme in Political Science and International Relations
emphasize research, critical thinking, and enhances interdiscipllinary
understanding. It provides comprehensive coverage in structured
kKey way for strategic advantage in upsc.

PSIR OPTIONAL FOUNDATION OGP (OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAM)

The program focuses on Comprehensive coverage of Focus will be on conceptual clarity and building the
the topic mentioned in PSIR Syllabus supplemented with ability of the candidates to interlink static portion with
regular handouts. current developments.

Upcoming Batch: 6th July, 2026 Upcoming Batch: 9th June, 2026

PSIR DYNAMICS ATS (AUGMENTED TEST SERIES)

classes covr national and international developments, converting effort into higher score.

integrated with PSIR syllabus. , ;

Upcoming Batch: 22nd June’ 2026 Upcom|ng Batch: 26th Apn', 2026

O-AWFG (ANSWER WRITING FOCUS GROUP) O-AWFG PRIME

The answer writing program creates discipline and The test series program enhances speed, flow and
enhances skills. It helps studens develop structure, dynamic understanding of the subject.

articulation, coherence, and approach. : . :

Upcoming Batch: 20th April, 2026 Vpcoming Bateh = 20th Aprl, 2020

PYQ Mastery Series

The series focuses on PYQ practice anchored in conceptual clarity and contemporary relevance.
Upcoming Batch: 22 June, 2026

Contact for Mentorship - 9311704432
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