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Section-A

Q.1) a) Rising influence of money power in Indian elections poses a serious challenge to transparency,

taimess. and democratic accountability. How can ethical electoral funding be ensured to maintain the

integrity of democracy? (10 marks, 150 words)
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b) Explain the key dimensions of ethics that influence human behaviour, How do these dimensions

shape ethical decision-making in private life? (10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.4) a) What do you understand by the term ‘probity in governance'? Explain how probity acts as the
foundation of ethical public administration. (10 marks, 150 words)
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Q.5) a) What teachings of Mahqy_lﬂme most relevant today and why? Discuss. (10 marks, 150 words)

ek @ #13 H@ fRiart 3 vaffve wrifts ¥ ok @b =t 3 (10 3w, 150 wra)

WY ey

3 BorgAatiil. (Syd
B b Ry o,

@) totBoche ot - sl .
g@% hewe Supteaable W oA

Call us: 9311740400, 9311740900 Visit us : www.forumias.com
Blog : blog.forumias.com Email : helpdesk@forumias.academy 19




382075 814412 1910188051 (2025-07-23 09:57:51)

AForum[i§

Oy
n “’Iis

lh"{'\
KA RN

6D gy TG 41y C%Z:\N>
M

in U]
= { * = \ le.
i i Here G is JAds
Average P
i P - é O \L{)‘U‘w L\. =
Call us: 931 1740400, 931 1740900 m
Blog : blog.forumias.com

Visit us : www.forumias.cq

Emajl ; helpdesk@:t‘orumias.academy 20




$82075_814412_1910188051_(2025-07-23 09:57:51)

@ Forum|[Ii§

(Don’t Wnite anything

o 7 fod)

b) “In contemporary times, social media platforms have emerged as powerful agents in shaping
individual and societal attitudes.” Do you agree with this view? Justify your answer.
AETEH AV S youranswer.
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Q.6) &) What do you understand by the ‘voice of conscience'? In what ways can you proparae yourself to
listen to the voice of conscience? (10 marks, 150 word )
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Q.7) A rail overbridge (ROB) is being planned in the capital city of a central Indian state. The project
aims to reduce traffic congestion and ease delays at railway crossings, which affect thousands of daily
commuters. It had been a long-standing demand of local residents, and the government approved it to
address persistent traffic bottlenecks in the area. The project is to be executed by the State Public
Works Department (PWD), with a strict completion deadline of one year i.e. 31st July 2026. The PWD
Mimister. who is also the local MLA, is scheduled to inaugurate the project in the third week of August
2026, This 1s planned to take place shortly before the expected announcement of state elections.
wamesh has been selected as the project manager of this prestigious assignment on the basis of his
professional competence and experience.

While reviewing the approved design plans in preparation for execution, Ramesh identifies a serious
flaw. The proposed alignment includes a sharp 90-degree turn, incorporated due to spatial constraints
between an electrified railway line on one side and ongoing metro construction on the other. From a
rechnical standpoint, Ramesh believes the design is unsafe. It increases the risk of vehicular acci-
dents, especially for heavy vehicles, and may lead to long-term inconvenience for road users.

Ramesh promptly raises the issue with the Chief Engineer. However, the Chief Engineer overrules the
concern. He states that the General Arrangement Drawing (GAD) has already been approved by the
Bridge Engineering Department, in coordination with Indian Railways. He points out that revisiting the
design at this stage shall resultin project delays, increased expenditure, and unwanted political atten-
tion,

Subsequently, Ramesh comes to know that the contractor awarded the tender to execute the project
is g close relative of the PWD Minister. He also receives unofficial communication suggesting that his

promotion to Additional Chief Engineer is under active consideration, but could be jeopardised if he

creates "unnecessary hurdles” in the project’s timely completion.

The incumbent state government is eager to complete the overbridge before the elections and present

it as a major developmental achievement. This adds to the pressure on Ramesh to expedite project

execution without raising further objections. Nonetheless, he remains convinced that the current de-

sign is flawed and could have grave implications for public safety if left unaddressed.

Meanwhile, the bridge design has also attracted widespread public attention after being published ina
leading local newspaper. Images of the sharp 90-degree turn went viral on social media, drawing criti-
cism and ridicule. Several engineering experts have publicly flagged the alignment as a potential safety

hazard, reinforcing Ramesh's concerns.

a) Under the given conditions, what are the options available to Ramesh as a project manager?

b) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by Ramesh?

c) What are the professional challenges likely to be faced by Ramesh and his response ta overcome
such challenges? (20 marks, 250 words)
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Q.8) Srushtiis a young and dynamic IPS officer, posted as Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP)ina
communally sensitive district. Her husband, Arjun, is an IAS officer and posted as Sub-Divisional Mag

istrate (SDM) in the same district. Both are honest, sincere and deeply committed to their work They
have a daughter who is just four months old, and is looked after by a domestic helper. Srushti rasumead
duty just two weeks ago after six months of maternity leave.

At @ PM on Saturday night, Srushtiis in her office reviewing the security arrangements with her tearn for
an upcoming local festival. The situation in the area has been tense throughout the week due to a flare-
up between two communities over a petty issue. Around 9:30 PM, she gets a call from the Superinten-
dent of Police. He asks her to prepare a detailed law and order brief for a high-level meeting the next

moming.

Srushti reaches home at 10 PM, feeling exhausted. She has not been getting proper sleep during the
week due to frequent night patrolling. Arjun also returns around the same time after a long day in the
field. Their daughter has been unwell and cried through most of the previous night. Arjun expresses
concern about Srushti’s heavy workload and the baby's condition. He tells her that she can not keep
pushing herself like this and that the child needs more of her attention. Srushti replies that she cannot
afford to step back. She adds that people are already judging her and questioning her commitment to
work for availing maternity leave. The conversation gradually turns into an argument. Arjun feels Srush-
ti is ignoring her health and family, while Srushti feels judged and unsupported.

Later that night, as Srushti sits at her desk preparing the report, she pauses and reflects on the pur-
pose of her work. She had joined the IPS to serve the people and protect the vulnerable. But now, she
wonders if she is being fair to her own child and family. Even as recently as last week, she had to can-
cel the family dinner as she had to attend an urgent meeting at the SP office. She also feels the weight
of expectations. Male officers with children are rarely questioned. But as a new mother, she is con-
stantly under scrutiny. Many in the department beligve that women, especially new mothers, are not

suitable for field duty.

Srushti starts thinking about her options. She knows that whatever decision she makes will not only
impact her own future but also influence the expectations placed on other working mothers in uniform.

a) What are the ethical issues involved in the above case?

b) Evaluate the options available to Srushti in the above situation.

c) What suggestions would you make to help officers like Srushti maintain a healthy work-life balance.

{20 marks, 250 words)
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Q.10) A torest fire has broken outina hilly district and is rapidly ¢ prooding ONSitive arg, E
| N

t ledes taout villages (ESA villages). These villages lie along the forest fringe and arg uurmundnd
that inclieaes i i = . Akt = : .

I i al-le =
by diftficult terran. The tegion s known for its biodiversity and traditional forest-based l'VQ“thoda. Th

inhabitants of these villages are mostly poor tribal communities, dependent on forest fésources fo,

heor sustenance,

::“'_' :1:}:0 District Magistrate of the area, have rushed to the spot with a medicalte?m, police person.
nel, NGOs, media, and support staff to oversee the rescue and containment operations, Your disaster
response team on the ground is small and poorly equipped. Rsinfcrc.ernents from the district head.-
quarter have been requested, but they may take several hours to arrive due to the remoteness and

challenging terrain.

In the meantime, a group of trained ex-forest guards and local youth from the villages offer tg help.
They are experienced and familiar with the area. However, existing government rules do not Permit the
engagement of unofficial personnel in fire control operations without formal clearance and inSurance

coverage.

Your team members are divided on this issue. Some members argue that volunteers should e o

gaged immediately to prevent the fire from spreading. Others caution that involving them Without pr p
op-

er approval and safety cover could be risky and against protocol.
As the District Magistrate, you are also the Chairperson of the District Disaster Management A th
uthority

(DDMA). The fire is spreading at a very rapid rate, and immediate action is requireq to protect |
property, and the environment. You are now in a dilemma. protect lives,

a) What are the options available to you?
bj Critically evaluate each of the options identified by you.

c) What option would you adopt and why?
d) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by you?
(20 marks, 250 words)
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Q.12) You are a Municipal Commissioner of a tier-2 city experiencing rapid urban expansion, Savary|

high-nise residential and commercial buildings are under construction in the city to meet the Browing

of daily-
One night
m the up-

| die on the
The tragic incident fesults in pyb.
lic outrage, intense media scrutiny, and protests by a local NGO. The state govemmient cidarg atormal

inquiry and directs you to submit a report within a week. Your preliminary investigation reveals a series
of irregularities. The construction material used is substandard and not in accordance with
al Building Code. Although the approved plan permits construction of fifteen floors, the
illegally added two extra floors. Moreover. the structure has encroached on land dem
community park and a fire service lane under the city's Zonal Development Plan. These
not reported during site inspections conducted by the building inspector of the Municip
The building clearance was granted during the tenure of your predecessor, who is not o
mate but also a close friend. Both of you were roommates during your training at LBSN
the case appears to involve a widespread nexus between officials of the Municipa[cmpomuon andthe
builder. Your colleagues are putting pressure on you to go slow in the inquiry. Some of them Suggast
that holding the builder accountable could damage the city's image among investors and slow fown
urban development. Meanwhile, you come to know that the builder is the younger brother ol M ptiwer.

| He suggests that
Ou @ premium apartment worth X2 crore in the

1ts that if the matter is not resolved swiftly in the
file a complaint against you under the SC and ST

demand tor housing. One such luxury residential complex is being built, employing hundreds
wage labourers, many of whom live in temporary settlements at the construction site. Late
during the monsoon season, a large section of scaffolding and concrete slabs collapses fro
per floors of one of the under-construction buildings. Seven labourers, including tWo minors,
spot. Several others are critically injured and rushed to the hospital.

the Nation-
builder hag
arcated for
violations are
al corporation.
nly your batch.
AA. Prima facie,

ful minister in the state cabinet. One evening, his personal aide visits YOu privately.
the matter could be “mutually settled” and offers y
same residential complex. In the same breath, he hi
builder’s favour, someone in his office is prepared to
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

a) Discuss the ethical issues involved in the case.

b) What are the options available to you in this situation?
c) Explain your selected course of action,
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Marking Scheme

i - .
Mark Good Average Below average

| 10 Marker 375-5.0 3.0-35 <30

| 15 Marker 5.75 - 7.0 40-55 <40

| e — ]

‘ 20 Marker | 775-10 6-75 <6

\/ Key / Relevant Point

Vague / Irrelevant
—

* Sub]ect to change without prior notice.




