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Examine the significance of the One Health approach in the context of India’s public health system and 

how it can be incorporated effectively to address the risk of Pandemics. 

Introduction 

The professional midwife has transitioned from a supporting role to a central pillar of India's maternal health 

reform. This shift addresses the birthing paradox: a scenario where the urban elite faces over-medicalization 

(with C-section rates exceeding 27% to 50% in some states), while rural and tribal populations struggle with 

under-resourcing and a lack of skilled attendance. 

Historical and Policy Context of Midwifery Reform 

1.      Shift from Doctor-Centric Model: India’s maternal healthcare has historically been doctor-centric, 

leading to over-medicalisation. The 2018 Guidelines on Midwifery Services marked a shift toward midwifery-

led care. The Midwifery Services Initiative (2018) aims to create NPMs trained to global standards. 

2.      Institutional Policy Support: The reform aligns with recommendations of the NITI Aayog and global 

agencies such as United Nations Population Fund promoting Midwife-Led Care Units (MLCUs). 

The Natural Pillar and Countering the Scalpel Culture  

The professionalization of midwifery, specifically through the Nurse Practitioner in Midwifery (NPM) cadre, is 

the primary tool to restore physiological birth as the norm. 

1. Clinical Gatekeeping: They support continuous labour care, lowering C-section rates (currently 

21.5% nationally, higher in private sectors). This aligns with the WHO target of 10–15% for C-sections, 

which India has significantly overshot in recent years. 

2. Respectful Maternity Care (RMC): Unlike the episodic and often impersonal nature of high-volume 

obstetric wards, midwifery enhances maternal dignity, emotional support, and breastfeeding 

initiation. This woman-centric model counters the scalpel culture prevalent in high-volume obstetric 

wards. 

3. Restoring Agency: Midwifery shifts the narrative from delivering a patient to supporting a mother, 

providing her with the autonomy to choose birthing positions and avoid unnecessary episiotomies. 

Ensuring Equitable Access 

Midwifery acts as a social leveler by democratizing access to high-quality care across India's diverse geography. 

1. The Last Mile Reach: In dark zones (rural, tribal, and low-income areas) where obstetricians are 

scarce, the NPM cadre provides Skilled Birth Attendance (SBA). They are trained to handle common 

emergencies like Post-Partum Hemorrhage (PPH) while knowing exactly when to refer a case to a 

specialist. 

2. Integration with SUMAN: They manage 90% of low-risk pregnancies, freeing specialists for high-risk 

cases and reducing tertiary hospital burden. This democratises access, aligning with SDG-3 (maternal 

health) and SUMAN (Surakshat Matritva Ashwasan) scheme goals. 

3. Economic Viability: Offers a high Return on Investment (ROI). Scaling midwifery can avert up to 83% 

of maternal and neonatal deaths, saving the healthcare system billions in long-term complication costs 

and neonatal intensive care. 
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Regulatory Backbone the NNMC Act, 2023 

The success is anchored by the National Nursing and Midwifery Commission (NNMC) Act 2023, which replaced 

the archaic Indian Nursing Council. 

1. Standardization: It ensures that every NPM undergoes a rigorous, 18-month competency-based 

program aligned with International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) standards. 

2. Professional Identity: By creating a separate register for midwives, the Act has helped decouple 

midwifery from general nursing, granting these professionals the legal and administrative autonomy 

required to run MLCUs. 

Pilot projects in Maharashtra and Telangana demonstrate improved outcomes. UNFPA data indicates 

professional midwifery can avert up to 83% of maternal and neonatal deaths. Yet, challenges persist: 

hierarchical resistance from obstetricians, scaling training, and rural retention. 

Way Forward 

1. Scale NPM training with ICM standards and establish more Midwifery Training Institutes. 

2. Integrate midwifery fully into public health systems with dedicated MLCUs in every district hospital.  

3. Strengthen regulatory autonomy under NNMC and address inter-professional hierarchy through 

collaborative protocols. 

4. Leverage Ayushman Bharat and digital platforms for community-level midwifery outreach. 

5. Conduct periodic outcome audits and incentivise rural postings. 

Conclusion 

National development begins with healthy mothers and children. Professional midwifery can humanise 

childbirth while ensuring equitable maternal healthcare across India. 

Throw light on the significance of thoughts of Mahatma Jyotirao Phule in present times. 

Introduction 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, a 19th-century visionary, remains one of the most relevant thinkers in 2026. Often 

called the Father of Indian Social Revolution, his philosophy provides a roadmap for addressing modern 

structural inequalities. 

Historical Context 

Born in 1827 into a Shudra family, Phule witnessed caste oppression firsthand. Influenced by Thomas Paine’s 

Rights of Man, he founded the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 to promote truth-seeking and challenge 

Brahminical dominance. His works like Gulamgiri (1873) and Shetkaryacha Asud (1883) linked caste 

exploitation with economic injustice, laying the intellectual foundation for social reform in colonial India.  

The significance of his thoughts today can be seen across six major pillars: 

Education as an Instrument of Emancipation 

Phule famously wrote: Without education, wisdom was lost... and without wisdom, the Shudras were ruined. 
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1. Present Relevance: His has vision of universal and inclusive education, mirrored in modern policies 

like the Right to Education (RTE) Act and the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

2. Digital Divide: In the 21st century, his fight for access translates into bridging the Digital Divide. Just 

as he opened schools for those barred from learning, today’s Phulean approach  demands equal high-

speed internet and tech-literacy for rural and marginalized youth to prevent new forms of social 

exclusion. 

Gender Justice and Ecofeminism 

Phule was far ahead of his time in linking gender, caste, and the environment. 

1. Women's Agency: He didn't just advocate for women; he treated them as equal partners (Example: 

educating his wife, Savitribai Phule, to become India's first female teacher). 

2. Intersectionality: Modern movements for gender justice (like #MeToo or intersectional feminism 

LGBTQ+) draw from Phule’s idea that a Brahmin woman is as much a victim of patriarchy as a Shudra 

woman. His work against female infanticide and for widow remarriage remains a guiding light against 

current issues like sex-selective abortion and honor killings. 

3. Ecofeminism: Scholars now view Phule as an early ecofeminist. He argued that the oppression of 

women and the degradation of nature (forests/rivers) stem from the same exploitative mindset. 

Agrarian Crisis and Sustainable Farming 

In his book Shetkaryacha Asud (The Cultivator’s Whipcord), Phule analyzed the plight of farmers with clinical 

precision. 

1. State Intervention: He advocated for state-led irrigation, soil conservation, and modern tools. 

2. Current Crisis: His thoughts are deeply significant for solving India's contemporary agrarian distress. 

He emphasized that farmers should not be dependent on moneylenders, a principle that aligns with 

modern Kisan Credit Cards and Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT). 

3. Water Management: His call for building small dams and bunds is the 19th-century version of today’s 

Per Drop More Crop and watershed management schemes. 

Rationalism Secularism, and Anti-Caste Consciousness 

He founded the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society of Truth Seekers) in 1873 to challenge religious dogma and 

priestly mediation. 

1. Against Superstition:  In an era of Deepfakes and misinformation, Phule’s emphasis on Rationalism 

and questioning divine authority is a defense mechanism for democracy. 

2. Universal Humanism: He rejected the hierarchy of the Varna system in favor of a Universal God who 

is impartial. This thought is the bedrock of the Indian Constitution's commitment to secularism and 

equality (Articles 14, 15, and 17). His vision of Sarvajanik Satyadharma (universal religion of truth) 

promoted humanism and religious harmony. In today’s polarised society, his ideas offer a powerful 

antidote to communalism and blind faith. 

Constitutional and Democratic Vision 

1.    Proto-Constitutional Thought: Though predating India’s Constitution, Phule’s ideas laid the 

foundation for later constitutional principles of equality and social justice. 
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2.    Influence on Constitutional Leaders: B. R. Ambedkar acknowledged Phule as a major intellectual 

inspiration in the struggle for dignity and rights of marginalised communities. Example: social equality, 

constitutional morality. 

Global and Comparative Perspective 

1.    Transnational Inspiration: In Gulamgiri (1873), Phule connected the struggle against caste 

oppression with the abolition of slavery in the United States. 

2.    Universal Rights Framework: His thought reflects early engagement with global ideas of liberty and 

human rights. Example: anti-slavery movement, human rights. 

Conclusion 

Mahatma Phule did not just seek to reform society; he sought to reconstruct it on the foundations of truth and 

humanity. In an increasingly polarized world, his Satyashodhak (Truth-seeking) approach remains the most 

potent tool for building an inclusive and rational society. 

Analyze the significance of the PFBR attaining criticality in India's nuclear journey. Evaluate 

the technical and strategic hurdles in transitioning to a thorium-based economy. 

Introduction 

The Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) attained criticality on 6 April 2026, marking India’s entry into Stage 

II of its nuclear programme. The 500 MWe PFBR achieving criticality marks a milestone in India’s three-stage 

nuclear programme. 

India’s Three-Stage Nuclear Programme 

Conceived by Dr. Homi Bhabha in the 1950s, India’s three-stage programme was designed to leverage limited 

uranium reserves and abundant thorium. 

1.    Stage I: Uses Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) with natural uranium, producing plutonium. 

2.    Stage II: Employs Fast Breeder Reactors (FBRs) to breed more fissile material. 

3.    Stage III: Aims to utilise thorium for sustainable energy. The PFBR’s criticality is a historic milestone, 

transitioning India from Stage I to Stage II after decades of indigenous R&D. 

Strategic Significance the Stage II Breakthrough 

The PFBR is not just a power plant; it is a fuel factory essential for India’s long-term energy independence: 

1. Resource Augmentation: By converting fertile Uranium-238 (which is 99% of natural uranium but 

non-fissile) into fissile Plutonium-239, FBRs extract nearly 60 times more energy from the same 

amount of uranium than Stage I reactors. 

2. The Thorium Bridge: India holds roughly 25% of the world's thorium. However, thorium cannot be 

used directly. The PFBR will use a thorium blanket to produce Uranium-233, the fuel required for the 

final Stage III of the program. 
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3. Waste Management: FBRs utilize spent fuel from Stage I (PHWRs), effectively closing the fuel cycle 

and significantly reducing the volume and radiotoxicity of nuclear waste. 

4.       Low-Carbon Energy and Energy Expansion: Nuclear energy produces minimal greenhouse emissions, 

supporting India’s net-zero target by 2070. The Union Budget 2025-26 announced a Nuclear Energy Mission 

aiming to reach 100 GW nuclear capacity by 2047. 

5.       Technological Prestige and Global Nuclear Cooperation: With PFBR, India joins a limited group of 

nations pursuing commercial breeder reactors, alongside Russia. India’s civil nuclear agreements with 

multiple countries will strengthened global trust in its nuclear programme. 

Technical Hurdles in Transitioning to Thorium-Based Economy 

Transitioning to a thorium-based economy faces significant technical challenges: 

1. Fuel Reprocessing and Closed Fuel Cycle: Thorium-232 must first be converted to Uranium-233 in 

FBR blankets, requiring advanced reprocessing technology that is still maturing. 

2. Reactor Design and Operational Complexity: PFBR uses liquid sodium coolant, which reacts 

violently with air or water, requiring extremely stringent safety systems. Past international 

experiences (Japan’s Monju, France’s Superphénix) highlight operational complexities. 

3. High Initial Costs and Delays: Breeder reactors require expensive materials, specialised 

infrastructure, and long development timelines. The PFBR itself faced cost overruns and delays. 

4. Waste Management and Safety: Closed fuel cycle management and high-radiation environments 

require robust regulatory oversight by AERB. FBRs operate at atmospheric pressure (unlike 

pressurized PHWRs), which is safer, but the complexity of the fast neutron physics requires a much 

more sophisticated control system. 

Way Forward 

1. Accelerate development of advanced reactors including 700 MWe PHWRs and Small Modular Reactors 

(SMRs). 

2. Develop large-scale reprocessing and fuel fabrication facilities to support the closed nuclear fuel cycle 

with private sector participation under SHANTI Act 2025. 

3. Invest in advanced materials and safety technologies for sodium-cooled systems. 

4. Expand Expand R&D on thorium reactors and advanced fuel technologies through institutions like 

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre. 

5. Integrate nuclear expansion with renewable energy for a balanced clean energy mix. 

Conclusion 

As former President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam wrote in Ignited Minds, technological self-reliance defines national 

progress. PFBR criticality marks a decisive step toward India’s long-term energy security and thorium future. 

Analyze CBSE’s revised three-language formula in light of NEP 2020. Evaluate its impact on 

cognitive development and the challenges of linguistic federalism. 

Introduction 
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Starting in the 2026-27 academic session, CBSE is implementing a revised three-language framework (R1, R2, 

and R3) for Classes 6 to 10. Aligned with the NEP 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School 

Education (NCF-SE) 2023, this move aims to transition from a bilingual to a trilingual competency model in 

secondary schooling. 

The R1, R2, R3 Framework 

The new system moves away from First/Second/Third Language hierarchies toward functional categories: 

1. R1 (Primary Language): Usually the mother tongue or the medium of instruction. 

2. R2 (Secondary Language): Aimed at building high-level proficiency in another Indian language or 

English. 

3. R3 (Compulsory Third Language): Introduced to ensure exposure to a third language (at least two 

of the three must be native Indian languages). 

4. Benefit: Multilingualism at a young age is scientifically linked to improved neuroplasticity, better 

executive function, and enhanced problem-solving skills in students. 

Impact on Cognitive Development 

Multilingualism enhances cognitive abilities: 

1. Improves executive function, problem-solving, and creativity through cognitive flexibility. 

2. Research shows bilingual/multilingual children have better metalinguistic awareness and delayed 

cognitive decline. The UNESCO recommends mother-tongue-based multilingual education for better 

learning outcomes. 

3. NEP 2020 and NITI Aayog reports link multilingual education to better learning outcomes and cultural 

rootedness. Studies by the NCERT show multilingual students often demonstrate stronger 

comprehension and creativity. 

4. In India’s diverse context, exposure to multiple languages strengthens neural pathways and supports 

inclusive education. 

Challenges of Linguistic Federalism 

1.    Constitutional Autonomy: Education is on the Concurrent List, but states like Tamil Nadu and 

Karnataka view the mandate of three languages, where Hindi is often the default R2 or R3 in CBSE schools—as 

a violation of their linguistic autonomy and the Two-Language Policy followed by several states. 

2.    Article 351 vs. State Rights: While the Constitution directs the Union to promote Hindi (Article 351), 

it also protects the rights of linguistic minorities (Article 350A). Critics argue that R3 becomes a backdoor entry 

for Hindi in non-Hindi speaking states. 

3.    Identity Politics: Language often functions as a marker of cultural identity and regional autonomy. 

Example: Dravidian politics. 

Administrative and Implementation Challenges 

1.    Human Resource Gap: Implementing a diverse R3 (teaching Malayalam in a Delhi school) requires a 

massive influx of specialized language teachers, which current infrastructure lacks. 
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2.    Institutional Capacity: Implementing multilingual education requires curriculum materials, training, 

and digital resources. Example: teacher shortages, language labs. 

3.    Funding Concerns: Tamil Nadu has raised issues about delays in funds under the Samagra Shiksha 

Scheme. 

4.    Policy Coordination: Effective implementation requires coordination between central boards and 

state education systems. Example: ₹2200-crore dispute, conditional funding. 

Way Forward 

1.    The Union and States should adopt a consultative framework ensuring language policies respect 

regional autonomy. 

2.    Provide adequate teacher training, textbooks, and digital resources for regional languages. 

3.    Strengthen inter-state coordination through a National Language Education Council. 

4.    Integrate multilingualism with mother-tongue-based early education as per NEP 2020. 

5.    Conduct periodic reviews with stakeholder consultations, especially from southern states. 

Conclusion 

The revised CBSE language rule is a bold attempt to create a Multilingual India. However, its success in 2026 

depends on balancing National Integration with Regional Identity. If perceived as an instrument of Linguistic 

Uniformity, it risks social friction; if implemented as Linguistic Plurality, it could become the bedrock of India's 

future human capital. 

Describing the distribution of Bauxite producing countries, indicate the major 

environmental issues faced by them. 

Introduction 

Bauxite, the primary ore for aluminum. Global bauxite production is projected to reach 463.7 million tonnes in 

2025, driven by an insatiable demand for aluminum, with Guinea and Australia controlling over 90% of 

seaborne trade . 

Global Distribution of Bauxite Production 

Africa (especially Guinea) holds about 32% of global reserves, followed by Oceania (Australia), South America, 

and Asia. 

1. Guinea (The New Epicenter): Holding the world’s largest reserves, Guinea alone supplied 

approximately 73% of global seaborne bauxite loadings in 2025. With massive reserves in the Boké 

region it supplies a large share of global exports, particularly to China. 

2. Australia (The Steady Giant): The largest or second-largest producer (around 100–105 million 

tonnes), mainly in Western Australia (Weipa, Huntly) and Queensland. It accounts for roughly 22–28% 

of global output. 
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3. China (The Consumer-Driver): While a producer itself, China is the world’s dominant consumer, 

importing an estimated 88% of all bauxite cargoes to feed its aluminium smelters, which account for 

60% of global output. This demand makes China the primary price setter in the global market. 

4. Other Producers: Indonesia is forecast to nearly double its production in 2025 following policy shifts. 

Brazil, significant output (31–33 million tonnes), concentrated in the Amazon region (Paragominas). 

India, produces 23–25 million tonnes, primarily in Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Andhra 

Pradesh. Other notable producers include Russia, Jamaica, and Kazakhstan. 

Major Environmental Issues Faced by Producers 

The extraction of bauxite through open-cast (open-pit) mining creates a unique set of ecological challenges, 

particularly because these mines are often located in high-biodiversity hotspots. 

1.    Deforestation and Land Degradation: Large-scale clearing of tropical forests destroys habitats. In 

Brazil’s Amazon, bauxite mining contributes significantly to deforestation. In Guinea, vast tracts of farmland 

and natural habitat are lost. In India’s Aravalli and Western Ghats, mining causes soil erosion and biodiversity 

loss. 

2.    Water Pollution from Red Mud: Refining produces highly alkaline, toxic red mud (bauxite residue) 

containing heavy metals. Poorly managed tailings contaminate rivers and groundwater. Guinea and Brazil 

report severe pollution affecting drinking water, crops, and aquatic life. 

3.    Air Pollution and Dust: Open-pit operations generate dust and particulate matter, degrading air 

quality and causing respiratory issues for nearby communities. 

4.    Biodiversity Loss: Mining disrupts ecosystems, affecting endangered species (gharials and turtles in 

Indian riverbeds, Amazonian wildlife in Brazil). Sedimentation destroys fish spawning grounds and coral reefs 

in coastal areas. 

5.    Social and Health Impacts: Displacement of indigenous and local communities, loss of farmland, and 

health risks from polluted water and air are common. Child labour and hazardous working conditions persist 

in some informal operations. 

The 2026 Social License Challenge 

1.    Beyond the physical environment, these countries face Eco-violence and social displacement. 

2.    The paradox of 2026 is that the very minerals needed to save the global climate are often extracted at 

the cost of the local environment. 

3.    In countries like Indonesia and Guinea, mining concessions frequently overlap with indigenous lands 

or fertile farming zones, leading to a State Paralysis where economic growth conflicts with the Right to a Clean 

Environment. 

Way Forward 

To balance the strategic need for aluminium (critical for EVs and renewables) with planetary boundaries, a 

multi-stakeholder approach is required. Implement Avoid-Minimise-Restore-Offset Hierarchy: 
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1. AVOID mining in high-conservation-value areas (jarrah forests, chimpanzee habitats). 

2. MINIMISE footprint through underground mining where feasible. 

3. RESTORE using scientifically-validated methods, not greenwashing. 

4. OFFSET unavoidable impacts with equivalent conservation gains. 

Conclusion 

While bauxite mining drives economic growth and aluminum supply for green technologies, it poses serious 

long-term threats to biodiversity, water security, and local livelihoods in producing countries. Sustainable 

practices, stricter regulations, and rehabilitation are urgently needed. 

Critically evaluate CBSE’s AI curriculum for middle-schoolers. Analyze the tension between 

early technological exposure and the cognitive maturity of young learners. 

Introduction 

India pushes for AI-readiness under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, CBSE has integrated Artificial 

Intelligence as a skill subject from Class 6 onwards. While the goal is to bridge the digital talent gap, the 

curriculum faces scrutiny for its pedagogical feasibility and the Cognitive Maturity Gap. 

Technological Exposure vs Cognitive Maturity 

1.    The curriculum expects 11–13-year-olds to differentiate between human and machine intelligence, 

understand supervised/unsupervised/reinforcement learning, and distinguish regression, classification, and 

clustering. 

2.    These concepts require abstract thinking, probability, and statistical reasoning typically developed in 

late adolescence or undergraduate studies. 

3.    For middle-schoolers still mastering basic algebra and concrete operations (Piaget’s formal 

operational stage begins around 11–12 but is uneven), such content risks superficial rote learning rather than 

genuine understanding. 

Critical Evaluation of the Curriculum 

Strengths: 

1. Promotes early computational thinking, which can improve logical reasoning across subjects. 

2. Introduces AI ethics and bias awareness, addressing real-world concerns like algorithmic 

discrimination. 

3. Aligns with NEP 2020’s emphasis on multidisciplinary and skill-based learning 

Weaknesses: 

Early, poorly-designed AI exposure poses significant threats to child development. 

1. The All-Knowing Companion Fallacy: Middle-schoolers tend to anthropomorphize AI, viewing 

chatbots as human-like, unbiased friends. A CPRG survey (2026) found nearly 50% of Delhi private 
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school students use AI tools weekly, with many preferring AI for emotional conversations over human 

interaction. 

2. Erosion of Critical Thinking: When AI provides instant answers, students bypass the cognitive 

struggle essential for deep learning, leading to dis-education, a gradual loss of intrinsic motivation. 

3. Algorithmic Bias Internalization: Without explicit, age-appropriate ethics modules, students may 

absorb AI's inherent biases (gender, racial, socio-economic) as objective truths, reinforcing 

stereotypes. 

4. Safety and Ethical Gaps: While ethics is mentioned, the curriculum inadequately addresses children’s 

vulnerability to AI hallucinations, privacy risks, and over-reliance on generative tools for assignments. 

5. Implementation Challenges: Teachers, often under-trained in AI, may struggle to deliver content 

meaningfully, especially in rural or under-resourced schools. 

6. Language Barrier: Most AI tools operate in English. While initiatives like Bhashini (22 Indian 

languages) exist, classroom-ready vernacular AI content is scarce. 

7. Right to Privacy (DPDP Act, 2023): The Digital Personal Data Protection Act provides a framework, 

but schools lack enforcement mechanisms. Student data fed into AI tools (chatbots, assessment 

platforms) risks surveillance and commercial exploitation without informed parental consent. 

8. Right to Equality (Article 14): Uneven AI access between well-resourced private schools and under-

funded government schools violates equal opportunity principles. 

Way Forward 

1. Cognitive Alignment: Restrict AI mechanics (supervised learning, neural networks) to Classes 9–12. 

For Classes 3–8, focus exclusively on CT unplugged, digital citizenship, and data privacy—not AI 

methodologies. 

2. Ethics-First Curriculum: Mandate modules on algorithmic bias, data footprints, and the human-in-

the-loop principle before any hands-on AI tool usage. Use UNESCO's 2023 guidance on generative AI 

in education. 

3. Infrastructure Equity: Prioritize the Budget 2026-27's ₹500-crore AI Centre to develop low-

bandwidth, vernacular AI literacy tools for rural schools. Link AI education to the BharatNet project 

for last-mile connectivity. 

4. Teacher Training at Scale: Integrate AI pedagogy into pre-service teacher education (NCTE mandate) 

and expand NISHTHA 2.0 to cover all teachers by 2028, not just a select few.  

5. Regulatory Safeguards: Enforce DPDP Act compliance in all schools using AI tools. Establish a central 

grievance mechanism for AI-related data breaches in educational settings. 

Conclusion 

CBSE’s AI initiative is a necessary recognition of the 21st-century reality, but it must avoid being a Veneer of 

Modernity. For AI education to be truly transformative, it must align with the Cognitive Readiness of the child. 

Analyze constitutional morality in reconciling individual liberties with institutional 

autonomy. Evaluate its efficacy in balancing judicial independence with accountability in 

India. 

Introduction 
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Constitutional Morality (CM) is the soul of Indian constitutionalism. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar defined it as a 

commitment to the constitutional method and democratic norms. In 2026, it has evolved into a judicial fi lter 

used to resolve the friction between archaic social practices and modern fundamental rights. 

Conceptual Framework 

The term CM as articulated by scholar Dr. Ambedkar, refers to the supremacy of constitutional values—liberty, 

equality, fraternity, and justice—over transient societal majoritarianism. Unlike societal morality (sampradaya 

or sadachar), which is organic, historically evolved, and often exclusionary, constitutional morality demands: 

1. Self-restraint in the exercise of power. 

2. Respect for plurality and dissent. 

3. Deference to constitutional processes.  

4. Scepticism towards authoritative claims of popular sovereignty. 

5. Commitment to an open culture of criticism. 

Reconciling Individual Liberties with Institutional Autonomy  

Constitutional morality provides a principled framework for balancing competing claims: 

1. Liberty vs. Belief: CM dictates that Societal Morality cannot supersede CM (Article 14 - Equality, 

Article 21 - Dignity). Example: In Navtej Singh Johar (2018), the Supreme Court invoked it to 

decriminalise homosexuality, protecting personal liberty against majoritarian morality. 

2. Institutional Autonomy: While Article 26 grants religious denominations autonomy to manage their 

affairs, CM suggests this autonomy is not absolute. It is subject to public order, morality, and health. 

Example: Sabarimala judgment (2018) tested whether exclusionary practices violated women’s 

equality, illustrating the tension between religious autonomy and gender justice. 

3. Reconciliation Mechanism: It demands proportionality, asking whether a practice so burdens civic 

equality that institutional autonomy must yield. This prevents both unchecked individualism and 

unaccountable institutional power. Example: If an exclusion (like the ban on women of menstruating 

age) effectively renders them second-class citizens, institutional autonomy must yield to constitutional 

egalitarianism. 

Efficacy in Balancing Judicial Independence and Accountability 

Balancing Judicial Independence vs. Accountability  

In 2026, CM is frequently invoked to manage the internal hygiene of the judiciary: 

1. Judicial Independence: Independence is not just freedom from the Executive but the ability to decide 

cases solely on constitutional principles. CM prevents majoritarian impulses from influencing the 

Bench. 

2. Judicial Accountability (The Self-Correcting Fulcrum): 

○ Master of the Roster: As CJI Surya Kant highlighted in late 2025, the power to assign cases 

must be exercised with Constitutional Sincerity, avoiding arbitrariness to maintain public 

trust. 

○ Administrative Transparency: CM demands that the independence of the judiciary does not 

become a shield for opacity. The 2026 move toward voluntary disclosure of judges assets is a 

manifestation of CM in practice. 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] April 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

3. The Check on High Functionaries: CM reminds judges that while they are independent, they are 

accountable to the Constitutional Spirit. It prevents the judiciary from becoming an imperium in 

imperio (a state within a state). 

Critical Evaluation 

While CM is a stabilizing force, it faces two major critiques in 2026: 

1. The Indic Critique: As argued in recent SC hearings, some view CM as a Western import that may not 

fully capture India's civilizational heritage, potentially leading to a Judicial Overreach into matters of 

deep-seated faith. 

2. Lack of Definition:  Critics argue CM is a subjective concept. Without a clear legislative or 

constitutional definition, it can become a tool for Judicial Subjectivity, where the morality of the judge 

replaces the morality of the Constitution. 

Conclusion 

Constitutional Morality is the silent sentinel of the Indian democracy. It ensures that the Constitution remains 

a living document, capable of reconciling the diverse claims of individual liberty, group autonomy, and 

institutional integrity. 

Analyze the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill’s impact on educational federalism. Evaluate the its 

impact on State Councils and UGC’s oversight. 

Introduction 

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025, marks a seismic shift in India’s higher education 

landscape. By subsuming the UGC, AICTE, and NCTE into a single apex body, the Bill seeks to implement the 

One Nation, One Regulator vision of NEP 2020. 

Union vs. State Powers 

The VBSA Bill raises fundamental questions about the distribution of legislative powers under the Constitution. 

Constitutional 

Provision 

Scope VBSA Compliance Concern 

Entry 66, Union List Limited to "coordination and 

determination of standards" in 

HEIs 

Bill grants sole discretionary powers to 

Union-controlled councils beyond this 

mandate  
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Entry 32, State List Incorporation, regulation, and 

winding up of universities 

Bill encroaches upon State legislatures' 

exclusive domain  

Entry 44, Union List Restricted powers over university 

regulation 

Overlap creates potential for federal 

conflict 

Concurrent List 

(Education) 

Shared jurisdiction requires 

consultation 

States not consulted during drafting 

despite direct impact on State universities  

The Bill's constitutional overreach argument rests on its expansion of Parliament's limited Entry 66 power into 

comprehensive control over State and private universities. 

Marginalization of State Higher Education Councils 

State Higher Education Councils (SHECs) key coordinating bodies between States and the Centre are 

conspicuously absent from the Bill's governance structure. 

1. Sidelining SHECs: Not providing permanent representation to SHECs in the three envisaged councils 

(Regulatory, Accreditation, and Standards), the Bill treats states as mere implementers rather than 

partners. 

2. Rotational Representation: Limiting state nominees to a rotational, one-year term on councils 

undermines the continuity and regional specificity required to manage over 70% of India’s 

universities, which are state-run. 

3. Centralized Appointments: The power of the Centre to appoint the Chairperson and Council 

Presidents further tilts the balance toward executive-led governance. 

Dilution of UGC's Consultative Framework 

The Bill dismantles the UGC's statutory consultative requirements without establishing equivalent safeguards. 

1. Section 13 of UGC Act (Current): Mandates inspections only after consultation with the university, 

ensuring institutional voice in standard-setting. 

2. VBSA Provision (Proposed): The VBSA Bill shifts these financial powers directly to the Ministry of 

Education, potentially turning academic funding into a political lever. 

3. Removal of Funding Role: The Commission and Councils will have no powers regarding funding to 

HEIs, a power now held directly by the Education Ministry, marking a departure from NEP's 

recommendation for an independent grants body. 

The Federation of Central Universities Teachers Association warned that Ministry control over grants would 

lead to education ministry interference in the functioning of higher educational institutions. 

Impact on Institutional Autonomy (IITs, IIMs, etc.) 
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The Bill's reach extends to Institutes of National Importance (INIs), threatening their long-standing academic 

autonomy. 

1. Clause 49 - Overriding Effect: Gives the proposed law precedence over existing statutes governing 

IITs, IIMs, NITs, IIITs, and IISERs. 

2. Ambiguous Safeguards: While the Bill states autonomy cannot be compromised, the details remain 

unclear, creating uncertainty for premier institutions. 

3. Historical Precedent: These institutions have traditionally operated outside UGC/AICTE regulatory 

frameworks; the Bill would bring them under the Commission's purview for the first time. 

Way Forward: A Federal, Collaborative Approach 

1. Constitutional Compliance: Restrict the Bill's scope to Entry 66's mandate—coordination and 

standards—leaving university incorporation and governance to States under Entry 32. 

2. Statutory Representation for SHECs: Amend the Bill to include SHEC Chairpersons as permanent 

members of all three Councils, not token one-year nominees. 

3. Restore Consultative Requirements: Re-insert UGC Act's Section 13-style mandate requiring 

consultation with institutions before inspections or standard-setting. 

4. Independent Funding Mechanism: Revert to NEP's original HEGC model an autonomous body for 

grant allocation rather than placing funding directly under Ministry control. 

5. Explicit INI Protection: Amend Clause 49 to explicitly exempt IITs, IIMs, NITs, and other INIs from 

the Commission's regulatory purview, preserving their academic autonomy. 

6. Fill Existing Vacancies First: Address the 67.6% vacancy rate in UGC and 63.6% in AICTE before 

dismantling these bodies; a critical vacancy situation severely impacts regulatory capacity. 

Conclusion 

Education is not merely for employment but for enlightenment. The VBSA Bill must balance reform with federal 

respect, lest centralization undermine the pluralistic ethos of India's higher education landscape. 

Evaluate the integration of fertilizer subsidies with PM-KISAN through direct transfers. 

Analyze its efficacy in ensuring food security and curbing resource diversion. 

Introduction 

The Economic Survey of India 2025–26 flags India’s fertiliser subsidy exceeding ₹2.5 lakh crore, urging 

efficiency. Integrating subsidies with PM-KISAN via DBT is debated to curb leakages and ensure food security. 

From Input Support to Income Support 

The proposal to club fertilizer subsidy funds with PM-KISAN into a single per-acre cash transfer represents a 

paradigm shift from subsidizing inputs to directly supporting farmer incomes. 

Area Current Regime (Price Control) Proposed Regime 

(Direct Transfer) 
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Subsidy Mechanism Indirect subsidy to 

manufacturers/importers 

Direct cash transfer to 

farmers 

Urea Price to Farmer Fixed at ₹242/bag (since 2012) Market-determined 

(freed) 

Incentive Structure Overuse and diversion incentivized Judicious use encouraged 

Fiscal Predictability Volatile (₹2.55 lakh crore in FY23)  Fixed budget outlay 

Potential Benefits 

1. Price Signal Correction: Freeing fertilizer prices would allow farmers to respond to market signals. 

NITI Aayog advocates that farmers paying full urea price (₹1,100/bag) would receive higher MSP, as 

the cost-plus formula (C2+50%) would increase procurement prices. 

2. Fiscal Savings for Reinvestment: The OECD estimates India has the most negative Producer Support 

Estimate (-14.5% of gross farm receipts) among monitored countries, implying domestic producers 

are implicitly taxed. Savings from rationalized subsidy (estimated ₹30,000-40,000 crore annually) 

could fund agricultural R&D, which saw its budget cut 4.8% in 2026-27. 

3. Environmental Co-Benefits: Current imbalanced use (N:P:K at 10.9:4.1:1) contributes to soil 

degradation, nitrate leaching, and nitrous oxide emissions (273x CO2). Direct transfers would 

incentivize balanced nutrient application and promote alternatives like Nano-Urea (90% Nutrient Use 

Efficiency). 

Critical Risks: 

1. Price Volatility Exposure: Global urea prices surged 65% in 40 days during recent conflicts (from 

$482 to $795/tonne). Without price caps, small and marginal farmers (86% of landholdings) could 

face unaffordable inputs during geopolitical shocks. 

2. Tenant Identification: Inadequate land records risk benefits going to absentee landlords rather than 

actual cultivators. 

3.       Price Volatility Exposure: Global shocks could make fertilisers unaffordable even with cash transfers. 

Example: 2026 West Asia crisis pushing urea prices to $795/tonne. 

4.       Behavioural Factors: Cash may be diverted to non-agricultural needs, especially among indebted 

farmers.transfers. 

Efficacy in Curbing Resource Diversion 
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1.    The current regime’s low administered price (₹242 per 45-kg bag) creates huge arbitrage, leading to 

industrial diversion and smuggling. 

2.    DBT removes this incentive by delinking subsidy from product purchase. However, success depends 

on robust Aadhaar-linked land records and grievance mechanisms. Without these, diversion may shift from 

fertiliser to cash itself. 

3.    The Economic Survey 2025-26 has explicitly recommended a modest increase in urea prices coupled 

with direct income transfers to farmers on a per-acre basis. The Survey further recommends zone-specific 

transfers indexed to cropping patterns, leveraging Aadhaar-linked fertilizer sales data and the PM-KISAN 

platform  

Way Forward 

1.    Phased DBT Implementation: Pilot DBT integration in selected states before nationwide rollout. 

Example: District-level pilots with real-time monitoring. 

2.    Dynamic Subsidy Indexation: Link cash transfers to global fertiliser price indices to protect farmers 

from volatility. 

3.    Strengthening Land Records: Accelerate digitisation under Digital India Land Records 

Modernization Programme (DILRMP). 

4.    Promoting Balanced Nutrient Use: Incentivise P & K fertilisers and discourage excessive nitrogen 

use. Example: Triple Super Phosphate (TSP). 

5.    Enhancing Extension Services: Use Soil Health Cards and agri-extension to guide optimal fertiliser 

usage. 

6.    Boosting Domestic Production: Encourage green ammonia, nano-urea, and indigenous fertiliser 

manufacturing. 

Conclusion 

Sustainable agriculture needs efficiency and innovation; integrating subsidies with DBT must balance farmer 

welfare, productivity, and national food security imperatives. 

 Is colonial architecture the hidden bottleneck in India’s legal system? Comment. 

Introduction 

Amid over 5 crore pending cases, colonial-era court architecture—physical and procedural—emerges as an 

overlooked constraint, shaping access, efficiency, and citizen-centric justice delivery outcomes. 

The Physical Bottleneck and Judicial Slumisation 

Most of India’s premier courts still operate out of Victorian-era edifices. While aesthetically grand, these 

buildings were designed for a tiny fraction of today's litigation volume. 
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1. Space and Accessibility: Colonial courtrooms were built to manifest imperial power, with high 

podiums and docks that intimidate rather than facilitate. Today, this leads to what experts call judicial 

slumisation a state where lawyers and litigants must elbow through overcrowded, poorly ventilated 

corridors. 

2. The Acoustic Barrier: The high ceilings and poor acoustics of old halls make it difficult for litigants to 

hear their own proceedings, detaching them from the very justice being delivered. 

3. Digital Incompatibility: The e-Courts Phase III project aims for digital transformation, yet colonial 

buildings pose challenges: difficult integration of digital infrastructure, lack of space for servers, e-

filing systems and poor connectivity. 

The Systemic Architecture 

Beyond brick and mortar lies the mental architecture of the law, which was originally an instrument of colonial 

control. 

1. The Adversarial Mindset: Resource-rich litigants gain advantage, prolonging disputes. This fosters a 

delay culture, increasing pendency. 

2. Docket System Inefficiency: Cases are heard serially rather than time-bound, causing delays when 

lawyers juggle multiple courts, leading to adjournments and pass-overs. 

3. Language as a Gatekeeper: The persistence of English as the language of the higher judiciary remains 

a significant structural bottleneck. For a litigant in rural India, the law remains an alien fortress where 

they cannot understand the arguments that decide their fate. 

4. The Master-Servant Legacy: Many procedural rules were designed to ensure the State’s supremacy. 

Even with the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) replacing the IPC in 2024, critics argue that the spirit of 

the law often remains focused on punishment (Danda) rather than restorative justice (Nyaya). 

Socio-Legal Impact 

Poor infrastructure directly affects: 

1. Litigant perception: Courts feel intimidating, not accessible 

2. Gender justice: Lack of facilities violates mandates like the Maternity Benefit Act 

3. Inclusion: Disabled and vulnerable groups face systemic exclusion 

The Economic Survey 2025–26 highlights that institutional inefficiencies reduce economic productivity , 

with delayed contract enforcement affecting investment climate. 

Way Forward 

1.   National Judicial Infrastructure Policy: Expand NCMS 2024 to include High Courts and integrated 

complexes and develop uniform design guidelines. 

2.   Litigant-Centric Court Design: Barrier-free access, digital kiosks, waiting areas and acoustic and 

spatial optimization. 

3.   Procedural Reforms: Shift to time-slot based hearings and promote case management systems. 

4.   Technological Integration: Fully digital courts (paperless, presence-less), AI-based translation for 

regional languages. 
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5.   Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR): Reduce burden through mediation and arbitration and 

revive community-based dispute resolution models. 

6.   Federal Coordination: Joint Centre-State funding and planning and capacity building under schemes 

guided by NITI Aayog recommendations. 

Conclusion 

 As D. Y. Chandrachud emphasised, courts must become citizen-centric institutions; reimagining architecture 

alongside procedure can transform justice delivery from colonial relic to democratic lifeline. 

Examine the Rupee’s role as a barometer of economic credibility. Evaluate how currency 

volatility impacts purchasing power and investor confidence in India. 

Introduction 

With the rupee touching ₹92/$ in 2026, the Economic Survey 2025–26 flags persistent trade deficits and 

volatile capital flows, underscoring currency value as a key signal of macroeconomic credibility and external 

sector resilience. 

Rupee as a Barometer of Economic Credibility 

The rupee's value is no longer just a price—it is a sovereign scorecard reflecting global trust in India's economic 

management. 

1.      Fiscal and Monetary Discipline: A stable Rupee indicates successful inflation targeting by the RBI and 

fiscal prudence by the government. 

2.      Foreign Exchange Reserves: The credibility is backed by the adequacy of forex reserves (currently 

targeted at 10–12 months of import cover) to thwart speculative attacks. 

3.      Policy Predictability: Consistent regulatory environments attract long-term capital, whereas a freefalling 

currency suggests a loss of control over macroeconomic fundamentals. 

Structural Drivers of Rupee Volatility 

1.      Trade Imbalance: India’s merchandise imports (oil, electronics, gold) consistently exceed exports. 

Economic Survey 2025–26 notes services surplus (~$135 bn) insufficient to offset goods deficit. This creates 

sustained demand for dollars, weakening the rupee 

2.      Capital Flow Volatility: FPI outflows (~$11.8 bn in 2025) amplify exchange rate swings. FDI turning 

negative (post-2025) raises financing concerns for CAD. 

3.      Global Geopolitics: Oil shocks (West Asia tensions). Monetary tightening in advanced economies. Trade 

conflicts and AI-driven capital shifts. These factors make the rupee highly sensitive to external shocks, beyond 

domestic fundamentals. 

Impact on Purchasing Power 

Currency volatility directly erodes purchasing power through imported inflation: 
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1.   Imported Inflation: India imports 85% of its crude oil; a weaker Rupee raises fuel, fertiliser, and 

transport costs, feeding into CPI. 

2.      The Inflationary Tax: HSBC scenarios show that at $100+/barrel oil with moderate El Niño, inflation can 

breach the RBI’s 6% upper tolerance. 

3.   Household Welfare: This acts as a regressive tax, disproportionately hurting lower and middle-

income households by reducing real wages and consumption. 

4.   Industrial Cost Pressures: Higher input costs for manufacturing (electronics, chemicals). Reduced 

competitiveness due to rising production costs. Thus, contrary to export optimism, volatility often reduces 

domestic economic welfare. 

Impact on Investor Confidence 

Volatility undermines investor confidence in multiple ways: 

1.   FPI Exodus: FPIs face currency risk; a 5-10% depreciation can wipe out equity returns in dollar terms, 

triggering outflows. 

2.   Corporate Balance Sheets: Corporates with External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs) see debt 

servicing costs rise sharply. 

3.   Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): Long-term FDI investors demand policy stability and hedging 

certainty; prolonged weakness raises country risk premiums. Economic Survey 2025-26 notes that FPIs turned 

net sellers in several months of 2025-26, adding pressure on the Rupee. 

Hence, the rupee acts as a real-time referendum on India’s policy credibility. 

Export Competitiveness 

1.      While a weaker rupee theoretically boosts exports: 

1. Global Value Chains involve high import content → cost advantage neutralized. 

2. Competing nations also devalue → no relative gain. 

3. Inflation offsets price competitiveness. 

2.      Historical evidence shows depreciation without structural reforms fails to deliver sustained export growth. 

Example: 2013 Taper Tantrum. 

Way Forward 

1. Strengthen forex reserves and diversify energy imports to reduce vulnerability. 

2. Accelerate export diversification and domestic manufacturing under PLI schemes to lower import 

intensity. 

3. Maintain fiscal prudence and inflation targeting credibility to anchor expectations. 

4. Deepen domestic capital markets and institutional investors to reduce dependence on FPIs. 

5. Use RBI interventions judiciously alongside structural reforms for long-term stability. 
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Conclusion 

Economic strength demands stability; a credible, resilient rupee remains essential for safeguarding growth, 

equity, and global investor trust. 

Evaluate how India is lifting its people out of income-based poverty but not moving them 

ahead for better upward mobility and economic opportunity? Analyze the shift toward a 

reasonable standard of living amid geoeconomic uncertainties. 

Introduction 

India is witnessing a historic paradox: the successful eradication of extreme penury alongside the stagnation 

of the aspirational class. While the state has mastered the logistics of survival, the escalator of upward mobility, 

the mechanism that turns a former laborer into a skilled professional—is increasingly clogged. 

Poverty Reduction 

India’s poverty reduction story is significant: 

·         Recent estimates show the share below the World Bank’s lower-middle-income poverty line falling from 

over 50% a decade ago to roughly 30%. 

·         Expansion of DBT architecture, PM-GKAY, Jan Dhan–Aadhaar–Mobile (JAM) improved last-mile delivery. 

·         NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) shows decline in deprivations (health, sanitation, 

housing). 

·         India has effectively created a “floor of survival”, reducing extreme deprivation. 

·         However, this success masks a deeper challenge: crossing the poverty line does not guarantee upward 

mobility. 

Limits to Upward Mobility 

Despite poverty reduction, upward mobility remains constrained: 

1.      Jobless Growth: Manufacturing has not scaled to absorb 10-12 million annual labour force entrants. 

Many have returned to low-productivity agriculture (still ~46% of workforce but only ~18% of GDP).  

2.      Wage Stagnation & Income Volatility: Real wages for salaried workers have remained largely flat even 

as productivity rose, fracturing the growth-income link.  Example: 94% informal workers earn < 

₹10,000/month (e-Shram data). 

3.      Weak Human Capital Conversion: High graduate unemployment (~29%). Education no longer 

guarantees mobility → “degree without dignity” paradox. Results in crossing poverty line leads to fragile 

stability, not prosperity. 

Shift Toward a Reasonable Standard of Living 
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The World Bank’s new approach reframes welfare:  

1.      From Binary to Spectrum: Moves beyond poor vs non-poor to distance from dignified living.  Focus on 

capabilities: health, education, security, digital access. 

2.      Why It Matters: Poverty lines measure subsistence, not aspiration. Reveals hidden inequality above 

poverty line. 

3.      Policy Relevance: Aligns with SDGs and human development approach (Amartya Sen). Encourages 

targeting bottom 40% more effectively. 

Challenges 

1.      External Economic Pressures: Protectionism and supply-chain disruptions raise input costs and limit 

export-led mobility job creation constrained. 

2.      Imported Inequality: Imported inflation from energy and commodity shocks acts as a regressive tax on 

lower-income groups. Limits savings → reduces ability to invest in education/health. 

3.      Capital-Intensive Growth Model: Growth driven by technology and capital, not labour absorption. 

Leads to K-shaped outcomes. 

4.      Social and Human Development: Child malnutrition (35.5% stunting, 18.7% wasting) → limits future 

productivity. Rising household debt, falling savings (~5% of GDP). Increasing reliance on credit for survival → 

“financialisation of subsistence”. 

5.      Constitutional & Governance Perspective: Directive Principles emphasize economic justice and 

equitable opportunity. Current trajectory risks violating substantive equality, despite formal poverty 

reduction. Welfare must evolve from redistribution to capability-building. 

6.      Economic & Policy Implications: Growth without mobility leads to: Rising inequality (top 1% holds 

~22% income).  Weak domestic demand and Social instability risks. 

Way Forward 

1.      Shift focus from poverty alleviation to opportunity creation through labour-intensive manufacturing and 

services. 

2.      Strengthen skilling and education-to-employment pipelines aligned with industry needs. 

3.      Expand social protection to include resilience-building measures like universal health coverage and 

portable benefits. 

4.      Promote regional balanced growth to reduce spatial inequalities in opportunity. 

5.      Adopt the “reasonable standard of living” metric in policy evaluation for more nuanced targeting. 

Conclusion 
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As Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam envisioned in India 2020, development must create opportunity, not mere survival; 

India’s challenge is transforming poverty reduction into sustained mobility through inclusive, capability-driven 

growth. 

Analyze the drivers of industrial unrest in India. Evaluate the New Labour Codes’ role in 

addressing wage stagnation and ensuring labor welfare. 

Introduction 

In early 2026, industrial hubs like Noida and Manesar have emerged as flashpoints for labor discontent. This 

unrest is not merely a localized dispute over paychecks; it is a symptom of a deeper structural friction between 

a modernizing legal framework (the New Labour Codes) and the harsh reality of cost-push inflation affecting 

the Indian working class. 

Key Drivers of Industrial Unrest in India 

The Scissors Effect of Wages vs Inflation 

1. Real wage stagnation: CPI-IW inflation rose ~24–28% (2021–26), while wages lagged (15–20% rise), 

eroding purchasing power. 

2. Cost-push inflation: Energy shocks (West Asia tensions, supply disruptions) increased food, fuel, rent, 

and LPG costs. 

3. Income insecurity: 94% of informal workers earn <₹10,000/month (e-Shram data), limiting 

resilience. Workers face a widening gap between earnings and living costs → protests. 

Structural Labour Market Issues 

1. Informalisation of workforce: ~90% workforce informal; contract labour reduces bargaining power. 

2. Jobless growth: Economic Survey highlights weak employment elasticity despite GDP growth.  

3. Migration vulnerability: Industrial hubs (Noida, Manesar) rely on migrant labour with high urban 

living costs. 

4. Regional disparities: Wage revisions differ across states → inter-state inequality. 

Institutional & Legal Drivers 

1. Delayed wage revisions: Base minimum wages revised after long gaps (UP since 2012, Haryana after 

10 years). 

2. Weak indexation: Dearness allowance adjusted, but base wages lag inflation. 

3. Trade union weakening: Fragmentation reduces collective bargaining strength. 

4. Policy uncertainty: Delay in notifying Labour Code rules creates regulatory ambiguity. 

Technological & Global Factors 

1. Global Value Chains (GVCs): Pressure to reduce labour costs in export sectors. 

2. Automation & AI: Reduces demand for low-skilled labour → wage suppression. 

3. Geoeconomic shocks: Tariffs, supply disruptions increase input costs → firms delay wage hikes. 

Evaluation of the New Labour Codes 
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The Codes consolidate 29 laws into four, aiming for simplification and flexibility: 

1. Positive Aspects: Introduce a national floor wage, expand social security to gig/platform workers, 

allow fixed-term employment with benefits, and promote ease of compliance through single 

registration and digital processes. 

2. Limitations on Wage Stagnation: While the Code on Wages provides for timely revision, 

implementation lags. The new definition of wages (capping allowances at 50%) may reduce take-home 

pay initially, despite long-term social security gains. 

3. Labour Welfare Gaps: Increased thresholds for standing orders and lay-off approvals offer flexibility 

to employers but raise concerns about job security. Trade union recognition and collective bargaining 

provisions vary by state, risking uneven protection. 

4. Overall Assessment: The Codes modernise the framework but have not yet translated into tangible 

wage improvements or reduced unrest due to delayed rules and poor communication. 

Way Forward 

1.    Economic Measures: Link minimum wage revisions more dynamically to CPI-IW with mandatory 

half-yearly adjustments. Promote labour-intensive manufacturing (PLI + MSME support). 

2.    Legal & Institutional Reforms: Fast-track Labour Codes implementation with clarity.  Strengthen 

collective bargaining frameworks. 

3.    Social Protection: Expand portable benefits for migrant workers and universalise urban social safety 

nets (housing, food security). 

4.    Technological & Skill Development: Invest in reskilling and digital literacy, align workforce with AI-

driven economy. 

5.    Governance Reforms: Real-time labour data systems (via e-Shram). Institutionalise tripartite 

dialogue (government–industry–labour). 

Conclusion 

Industrial peace is the bedrock of Make in India. While the New Labour Codes aim to improve Ease of Doing 

Business, they must not inadvertently cause Unease of Living for the worker. In 2026, the challenge lies in 

ensuring that the Code on Wages becomes a tool for prosperity, not a trigger for protest. 

Evaluate the ‘tax-free gateway’ model for GIFT City. Analyze how second-order effects like 

investment and technology can transform India into Asia’s financial hub. 

Introduction 

GIFT City’s tax-free gateway model offers 100% income tax exemption for 10 years out of 15; Economic Survey 

2025-26 notes its potential as a capital conduit. NITI Aayog’s Report highlights its second-order benefits for 

India’s global hub ambitions. 

GIFT City and the ‘Tax-Free Gateway’ Model 
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1.      The model treats GIFT City as a deemed foreign jurisdiction under FEMA, providing full capital account 

convertibility, free repatriation, and a unified regulator (IFSCA).  

2.      Inspired by global hubs like Singapore and Dubai, the model rests on a simple principle: minimise taxation 

to maximise capital inflows. 

3.      GIFT City (IFSC) offers: 

○ Tax holidays (10 years/extended framework). 

○ Full capital account convertibility under FEMA.   

○ Unified regulation via IFSCA. 

4.      Attract Global Gateway Capital (GGC) to manage investments across Asia.  Forgo direct tax revenue → gain 

indirect benefits (jobs, investments, innovation). 

Second-Order Effects and Investment and Technology Transformation 

1.      Investment Deepening: GIFT enables global capital routing into India and Asia. It has already facilitated 

deployment into Indian infrastructure and tech while attracting reallocated wealth from volatile regions.  

2.      Employment Generation (Direct + Indirect): High-skill jobs: finance, law, consulting, fintech. Ancillary 

jobs: real estate, hospitality, logistics. Potential multiplier effect across urban ecosystems. 

3.      Technology & Knowledge Spillovers: Presence of global banks and university campuses (Deakin, 

Wollongong) creates a knowledge corridor. FinTech sandboxes and AI adoption turn GIFT into an innovation 

laboratory, accelerating digital financial services. 

4.      Financial Deepening: Domestic firms gain easier access to global capital, lowering the cost of capital for 

infrastructure and manufacturing. This strengthens integration into global value chains. 

What Are We Missing? 

1.      Policy Permanence: Rolling extensions create uncertainty; a single comprehensive Act of Parliament is 

needed for long-term certainty. 

2.      Talent and Infrastructure: Physical amenities and international talent retention lag; hybrid operating 

models and long-term visas are essential. 

3.      Regulatory Fragmentation: Coordination between IFSCA, RBI, SEBI, and GST Council needs streamlining 

to avoid friction. 

4.      Limited Domestic Linkages: Risk of GIFT becoming an enclave economy disconnected from the broader 

Indian economy. 

5.      Inclusive Growth: Benefits are concentrated in high-skill sectors; the model must address broader 

employment needs. 

6.      Global Competition: Dubai, Singapore offer: longer tax certainty (30–50 years) and mature ecosystems. 

Where Will Employment Come From? 
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Limits of the Gateway Model is that financial hubs are skill-intensive, not labour-intensive. Cannot absorb 

India’s 12 million annual workforce entrants. GIFT City will generate high-value jobs in finance, legal, 

compliance, and tech (projected 136,000 by 2030). However, India needs millions of jobs annually. The real 

employment engine must come from: 

1.      Manufacturing Expansion: Labour-intensive manufacturing under expanded PLI schemes. 

2.      Services-Led Employment: Services sector formalisation, especially in tourism, logistics, and healthcare. 

3.      Urbanisation & Construction: Financial inflows → infrastructure boom → mass employment. 

4.      MSME Integration: Credit access via GIFT-linked capital markets can boost MSMEs → job multipliers. 

Way Forward 

1. Enact single comprehensive Act defining Global Gateway Capital as distinct category (alongside 

FDI/FII), superseding circular-based guidance 

2. Mandate IFSCA to harmonize KYC with global standards; accept prior jurisdiction compliance; enable 

fully digital onboarding 

3. Accelerate Working and Living model with 50,000 residential units; develop international schools and 

healthcare 

4. Scale university partnerships (target 10 international campuses by 2028); create structured 

internship pipelines 

5. Establish 5-6 GIFT-like manufacturing zones (as PwC recommends) with 20-year tax holidays for 

export-oriented production. 

Conclusion 

India must align GIFT’s global ambitions with domestic job creation. The tax-free gateway model can transform 

India into Asia’s financial hub if paired with bold, inclusive reforms. Development must combine capital, 

capability, and widespread opportunity. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


