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How have the recommendations of the 16th Finance Commission of India enabled the states to
improve their fiscal position?

Introduction

Amid fiscal consolidation pressures highlighted in the Economic Survey 2025-26 and Union Budget 2026-27,
the Sixteenth Finance Commission has sought to recalibrate Centre-State transfers, reshaping States’ fiscal
capacity and autonomy.

Stable Vertical Devolution and Predictability

1. Retention of 41% Share in the Divisible Pool: The 16th Finance Commission maintained states’
share in the divisible pool of central taxes at 41% (unchanged from the 15th FC), providing untied, predictable
resources for five years (2026-31). This imparted semi-permanence to enhanced fiscal decentralisation.
Predictable untied transfers strengthened States’ budgetary planning and medium-term fiscal frameworks.

2. Stability in Centre-State Fiscal Relations: Despite the Centre’s fiscal constraints, including higher
capital expenditure commitments, maintaining 41% protected States’ fiscal space. This reduced vertical fiscal
imbalance, a long-standing concern in Indian federalism. Effective transfers remain robust despite
cess/surcharge exclusions, with the Commission’s grand bargain proposal,i.e. merging cesses into the regular
tax base, offering potential for a larger divisible pool without revenue loss to either side.

Shift from Conditional to Untied Transfers

1. Reduced Central Discretion: Higher tax devolution limited dependence on centrally sponsored
schemes (CSS), thereby: Allowing States to prioritise region-specific developmental needs. Enhancing
cooperative and competitive federalism.

2. Improved Budget Flexibility: Untied funds improved States’ ability to: Finance capital expenditure,
manage counter-cyclical spending during shocks and reduce off-budget borrowings. Evidence from post-14th
FCexperience shows States increased capital outlay ratios when fiscal space improved, a trend likely sustained
under the 16th FC framework.

Encouraging Production-Linked Incentives through Contribution’ Criterion

1. Introduction of GSDP-Based Contribution Metric: A new 10% weight for Contribution to GDP
(measured via square root of GSDP share) rewards economically efficient states, replacing the earlier tax/fiscal
effort criterion. Combined with adjusted weights (income distance 42.5%, population 17.5%,
area/forest/ecology/demographic performance 10% each), this incentivises investment, job creation and
growth-oriented policies. This partially rewarded economically stronger States. Balanced the equity-heavy
income distance formula.

2. Fiscal Discipline and Long-Term Sustainability: The Commission capped states’ fiscal deficit at 3%
of GSDP, mandated discontinuation of off-budget borrowings and projected combined Centre-state debt falling
from 77.3% to 73.1% of GDP by 2030-31. By discontinuing revenue-deficit grants (states have scope to raise
revenues and rationalise expenditure), it promotes self-reliance. Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights this
discipline as key to lowering interest burdens and improving credit ratings, freeing resources for productive
spending.
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Rationalising the Grant Structure

1. Discontinuation of Revenue Deficit Grants: Unlike earlier commissions, the 16th FC discontinued
revenue deficit grants. This nudged States toward fiscal self-reliance. Reduced dependency on gap-filling
transfers. Encouraged stronger Own Tax Revenue (OTR) mobilisation.

2. Shift Towards Norm-Based Equalisation: Although explicit equalisation grants were limited, the
formula-based devolution implicitly addressed fiscal disability through income distance, enabling poorer
States to maintain minimum service standards.

Empowerment of Local Bodies

1. Total grants of X9.47 lakh crore include 4.4 lakh crore (rural) and 3.6 lakh crore (urban) local bodies;
split 80:20 basic/performance components, plus special infrastructure and urbanisation premium grants.

2. This strengthens third-tier governance, reduces state-level burden for service delivery and enhances
accountability through third-party verification, directly improving fiscal outcomes at the grassroots.

Enhancing Fiscal Discipline through Implicit Market Signalling

1. Although the explicit tax effort/fiscal discipline criterion was dropped, States remain constrained by:
FRBM targets, market-based borrowing limits and GST Council oversight.

2. Thus, fiscal prudence continues to influence States’ borrowing costs and credit ratings, indirectly
sustaining discipline.

Macroeconomic Impact on State Finances
According to Union Budget 2026-27 estimates:

1. Effective transfers remain above pre-14th FC historical averages.
2. States combined fiscal deficit is projected to stabilise near 3% of GSDP.
3. Capital expenditure as a share of total expenditure remains elevated.

4. These trends indicate improved fiscal sustainability and development orientation.
Conclusion

Indian federalism thrives on shared responsibilities and shared destinies. The Sixteenth Finance Commission
strengthens this partnership by deepening fiscal autonomy while preserving macroeconomic stability.
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Critically analyze the WhatsApp and DPDP Actlitigation as a ‘stress test’ for Indian constitutionalism.
Evaluate the judiciary's role in protecting digital privacy against the dual challenges of state
surveillance and corporate dominance.

Introduction

With India’s digital economy nearing $1 trillion as noted in the Economic Survey 2025-26 and with Budget
2026-27 data centre tax holidays till 2047, the WhatsApp-DPDP litigation tests constitutional privacy
protections in a data-driven republic.

Puttaswamy Legacy and the Digital Stress Test

1. The 2017 K.S. Puttaswamy judgment constitutionalised privacy under Article 21, mandating the triple
test of legality, necessity and proportionality.

2. In 2026, the WhatsApp appeals and DPDP challenges (referred to a five-judge bench) apply this
doctrine to metadata exploitation and state exemptions in an Al-driven economy.

Corporate Dominance and WhatsApp’s Coercive Consent

1.  WhatsApp’s 2021 policy update forced 500+ million Indian users into metadata sharing with Meta via a
take-it-or-leave-it clause. a

2. Despite end-to-end encryption, metadata maps social graphs, devices and locations more revealingly than
content. Consent under market dominance may become economic compulsion, not autonomy.

3. The CCI's X213 crore penalty and Supreme Court’s February 2026 observations, You can’t play with the
right of privacy... Follow India’s Constitution or leave, expose how monopoly power renders consent illusory,
unlike stronger GDPR protections in Europe. For Example- The CCI termed WhatsApp India’s digital town
square.

State Surveillance Risks and DPDP Act Exemptions

1. Sections 7 and 36 of the DPDP Act 2023 grant sweeping exemptions to government agencies
on vague grounds. For Example- exemptions in the interest of sovereignty and public order

24 The executive-appointed Data Protection Board lacks independence, while amendments
affecting the Right to Information Act, 2005 weaken the public interest override potentially
chilling investigative journalism. These provisions risk legitimising mass surveillance without
adequate checks, turning citizens into data subjects.

Judiciary as Constitutional Gatekeeper

1. The Supreme Court is rigorously applying the proportionality test in WhatsApp hearings (demanding
undertakings by March 2026) while refusing interim stay on DPDP.

2.  This demonstrates its evolving role as the final arbiter balancing individual autonomy against corporate
surveillance capitalism and state overreach.

Economic and Democratic Implications
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1. Economically, robust privacy is essential for trust in India’s fast-expanding digital sector. For Example-
NITI Aayog DPI reports.

2. Weak protections risk FDI flight and innovation chill. Democratically, the outcome will decide whether
constitutionalism evolves to protect the digital self with the same vigour as the physical self.

Way Forward
1. Establish anindependent Data Protection Authority with judicial members in appointments.

2. Mandate granular, revocable consent and prohibit take-it-or-leave-it policies for significant data
fiduciaries.

3. Impose narrow, time-bound national security exemptions with mandatory judicial review.

4.  Introduce data portability, localisation for sensitive data and annual privacy impact assessments. Align
DPDP with Puttaswamy via amendments restoring RTI safeguards and competition-privacy convergence.

5. Global Context such as EU: GDPR model (rights-centric), US: Market-driven regulation and China: State-
centric control. India’s constitutional choice will define its geopolitical digital alignment.

Conclusion

Ifthe Court favors state and corporate interests over individual autonomy, it risks transforming the citizen into
a subject of data. A robust ruling is required to ensure that Constitutionalism evolves to protect the Digital Self
with the same vigor as the Physical Self.

Evaluate the judicial recognition of homemaking as productive labor. Analyze its implications for
gender justice and the equitable determination of maintenance and matrimonial entitlements.

Introduction

With women spending 363 minutes daily on unpaid domestic work versus 123 for men (Economic Survey
2025-26) and contributing 15-17% GDP equivalent (NITI Aayog Gender Index), Budget 2026-27’s X5.01 lakh
crore Gender Budget (9.37%) highlights Delhi HC’s February 2026 verdict recognising homemaking as
productive labour.

Advancing Gender Justice

The recent verdict of the Delhi High Court marks a doctrinal shift from viewing maintenance as charity to
recognising marriage as an economic partnership. By affirming that a homemaker does not “sit idle” but
performs labour foundational to household stability, the Court aligns matrimonial law with constitutional
equality.

Historical Evolution from Charity to Partnership

1. Traditional Jurisprudence: Maintenance under Section 125 CrPC (now Section 144 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Suraksha Sanhita) was historically framed as preventing destitution. The wife was treated as a
dependent claimant.
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2. Emerging Partnership Doctrine: Recent rulings, including those of the Delhi and Madras High Courts,
conceptualise marriage as a joint enterprise where: one spouse’s market income, the other’s domestic labour.
Together produce family wealth and status. This reflects a shift from “economic dependency” to “shared
contribution.” The shift began with Supreme Court’s Kirti v. Oriental Insurance (2021), quantifying homemaker
compensation in motor accident cases. Delhi HC’'s February 2026 judgment by Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma
marks the latest milestone, rejecting the “idle spouse” label.

Constitutional Foundations of Recognition

1. Article 14 and Substantive Equality: Formal equality ignores structural disadvantages. Recognising
unpaid care work corrects historical invisibilisation of women'’s labour.

2. Article 15(3) and Protective Discrimination: Judicial interpretation supports affirmative recognition
of women’s socio-economic vulnerabilities arising from traditional marital roles.

3. Dignity under Article 21: The Supreme Court in Rajnesh v. Neha emphasised uniform maintenance
guidelines to ensure fairness and dignity, recognising economic imbalance post-separation.

Valuing the Invisible

1. Opportunity Cost of Domestic Labour: Time spent in caregiving entails: foregone income, career
stagnation and skill obsolescence. The Delhi HC distinguished between capacity to earn and actual earning,
recognising labour-market re-entry barriers.

2. National Accounting Gap: Time Use Surveys (2019) show women spend nearly 7-8 times more hours on
unpaid care work than men. Yet GDP accounting excludes it. NITI Aayog’s gender discussions acknowledge
unpaid work as a barrier to female labour force participation, affecting India’s demographic dividend.

3. Maintenance as Economic Equalisation: The Court reframed maintenance: Not as charity but as
compensation for joint contribution and lost economic opportunity. This aligns with global trends in equitable
distribution jurisprudence.

Implications for Matrimonial Entitlements

1. Maintenance: Shift from “bare survival” to standard-of-living parity: comparable lifestyle and recognition
of unpaid service

2. Matrimonial Property Debate: India lacks a community-of-property regime. However, judicial recognition
lays groundwork for: treating assets acquired during marriage as joint effort and considering homemaking as
indirect financial contribution. Madras HCin Kannaian Naidu v. Kamsala Ammal treated property accumulation
as a joint effort.

3. Burden of Proof Relaxation: Courts have rejected unrealistic demands (e.g., income tax returns from
homemakers), ensuring procedural fairness.

Gender Justice and Social Transformation
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1. Correcting Structural Patriarchy: The recognition dismantles patriarchal stereotypes that undervalue
unpaid care work. It prevents economic “civil death” post-separation, affirming homemakers as stakeholders
rather than supplicants. For Example- 41% women in caregiving vs 21.4% men per Economic Survey.

2. Reducing Feminisation of Poverty: Post-divorce economic vulnerability disproportionately affects
women. Maintenance parity reduces downward mobility.

3. Normative Shift: Homemaking transitions from moral appreciation to legally cognisable labour.
Challenges and Limitations
1. Subjective Valuation: Quantifying domestic labour lacks uniform metrics across socio-economic classes.

2. Legislative Vacuum: Without statutory reform of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 or Special Marriage Act,
implementation remains uneven.

3. Risk of Reinforcing Gender Roles: Recognition must not entrench expectation that caregiving is exclusively
women'’s responsibility.

Way Forward
1. Codify homemaker valuation guidelines in Hindu Marriage Act and Special Marriage Act amendments.

2. Mandate standardised economic assessment tools (e.g, replacement-cost or opportunity-cost methods)
for family courts.

3. Integrate with Gender Budget schemes for skill-re-entry programmes and pension credits for
homemakers.

4. Direct State Finance Commissions to recognise unpaid care in local body grants.

5. Supreme Courtissue binding guidelines under Article 141 for uniform application.
6. Marriage must reflect constitutional morality, not patriarchal hierarchy.
Conclusion

The Delhi High Court's stance is a significant step toward Economic Gender Justice. It transitions the
homemaker from a "supplicant” to a "stakeholder.” For this to become a societal reality, the legislature must
codify the Economic Value of Domestic Work.

Critically analyze the constitutional challenges of digital tax searches in balancing sovereign revenue
power with informational privacy. Evaluate the need for calibrated proportionality in the information
age.

Introduction

Budget 2026-27 ushers New Income Tax Act 2025 with data-centre tax holiday till 2047; Economic Survey
2025-26 projects $1 trillion digital economy; NITI Aayog’s Data Imperative flags privacy risks. Intensifying
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debate on whether digital tax searches disproportionately intrude upon constitutionally protected
informational privacy.

Constitutional Recalibration in the Information Age

1. The decision in Vishwaprasad Alva v. Union of India represents a pivotal moment in India’s fiscal
constitutionalism.

2. Atissueis whether search powers historically designed for physical premises under income-tax law can
legitimately extend into “virtual digital space”, smartphones, cloud accounts and metadata ecosystems, without
violating Articles 14 and 21.

From Spatial Privacy to Informational Autonomy

1. The Physical Search Doctrine: In Pooran Mal v. Director of Inspection, the Supreme Court upheld
intrusive tax searches under Section 132, privileging revenue enforcement against evasion. Privacy concerns
were secondary in a pre-digital era.

2.  Post-Puttaswamy Constitutional Order: The nine-judge bench in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of
India recognised informational privacy as intrinsic to dignity under Article 21. Digital devices, unlike
cupboards, contain the “informational totality” of an individual’s life, medical records, political beliefs,
professional secrets and biometric identifiers. Thus, spatial intrusion has transformed into existential
informational access.

The Constitutional Conflict of Revenue Power vs. Digital Personhood

The petition argues Section 247 violates the four-fold Puttaswamy test:

1. Legality: Executive authorisation with secret “reason to believe” lacks judicial oversight.

2. Legitimate Aim: Revenue collection is valid, but anticipatory digital mirroring risks roving inquiry.

3. Necessity & Proportionality: Wholesale device imaging exceeds tax needs; metadata, biometrics and
third-party chats are collateral damage. This creates Article 14 arbitrariness and Article 21 dignity breach.

Broader Constitutional and Geopolitical Dimensions

1. Article 14: Non-Arbitrariness: Executive-controlled authorisations with sealed “reasons to believe” limit
effective judicial review.

2. Basic Structure Doctrine: Unchecked digital surveillance could erode rule of law and constitutional
morality.
3. Global Digital Democracy Context: India’s stance influences global norms in data governance. As a

leading digital economy, excessive surveillance risks reputational and trade implications in cross-border data
regimes.

Need for Calibrated Proportionality
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1. Economic Imperative vs Privacy India’s digital economy (projected $1 trillion+) faces evasion via
encryption/cloud. Yet unchecked powers chill legitimate business and FDI in data centres (Budget incentive).
NITI Aayog warns weak safeguards undermine DPI trust and Viksit Bharat@2047.

2. Geopolitical & Democratic Stakes As global data-sovereignty debates intensify (GDPR vs surveillance
models), India’s ruling will set precedent. Excessive state reach risks portraying India as surveillance state,
affecting cross-border data flows and QUAD tech cooperation.

3. Evaluating Calibrated Proportionality Unfettered digital searches fail stricto sensu proportionality. A
1974 framework cannot govern 2026 cloud ecosystems without safeguards. The Supreme Court’s preliminary
observations signal acceptance of power but insistence on recalibration to preserve “informational liberty”.

Way Forward

1. Mandate particularised warrants specifying devices, apps and data categories.

2. Introduce necessity threshold: digital search only after summons fail.

3. Impose temporal/subject limits (relevant financial years only).

4. Require third-party segregation and privileged-data protocols.

5. Ensurerecorded, reviewable processes with judicial oversight.

6. Amend Act to align with DPDP Rules 2025 and create Data Protection Board role in tax searches.
Conclusion

As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar warned, constitutional morality requires restraint in power’s exercise. In the information
age, sovereign revenue authority must operate within a principled firewall protecting digital dignity and
liberty.

Why is maritime security vital to protect India’s sea trade? Discuss maritime and coastal security
challenging the global rules-based maritime order in present times.

Introduction

India’s sea trade carries 95% volume & 70% value (Economic Survey 2025-26); 85% oil imports transit IOR.
Budget 2026-27 allocates %5,165 cr to ports & X7.85 lakh cr to defence. NITI Aayog Blue Economy report flags
IUU & kinetic threats. Post-IRIS Dena sinking in Indian ocean makes it an ocean of great gamble.

Why Maritime Security is Indispensable

1. Backbone of India’s External Trade: Over 95% of India’s trade by volume and 70% by value moves
through sea routes, sustaining $825 bn exports (FY25) and $1-trillion digital/blue economy goals. Key ports
such as Jawaharlal Nehru Port and Visakhapatnam Port serve as critical trade gateways. Any disruption in
shippinglanes can significantly impact exports, imports and supply chains. For Example- Sagarmala & PM Gati
Shakti target doubling port capacity; any breach costs billions in insurance, delays and lost FDI.
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2. Energy Security Imperatives: India imports nearly 80-85% of its crude oil, Energy security hinges on
secure SLOCs: disruption in Strait of Hormuz/Bab-el-Mandeb spikes inflation and fiscal deficit.

3.  Strategic Geography of the Indian Ocean: India’s peninsular geography places it at the centre of the
Indian Ocean sea lanes connecting Europe, Africa and East Asia. This geographic advantage enables India to act
as a net security provider in the region through naval deployments and humanitarian assistance operations.

4. Protection of Maritime Infrastructure: India’s expanding maritime economy, ports, offshore energy
assets and submarine communication cables, requires robust protection from threats such as sabotage, cyber
attacks and terrorism.

Maritime and Coastal Security Challenges in the Contemporary Era

1. Escalating Naval Conflicts and Geopolitical Rivalry: US submarine sinking of Iranian frigate IRIS Dena
in Sri Lanka’s EEZ, widened US-Israel-Iran war into India’s neighbourhood exposing absence of war-zone
restrictions in high seas demonstrate how maritime spaces are becoming theatres for great-power competition.

2. Threats to the Rules-Based Maritime Order: Unilateral military actions and power politics risk
undermining United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the principles of freedom of
navigation.

3. Non-Traditional Maritime Threats: Maritime security threats increasingly include: Piracy and
maritime terrorism, IUU fishing and smuggling networks, Drug trafficking across the Arabian Sea and Cyber
threats targeting port infrastructure. Such threats complicate enforcement across vast maritime spaces.

4. Coastal Security Vulnerabilities: 7,517 km coastline and 2.02 million sq km EEZ creates surveillance
and enforcement challenges. The 2008 Mumbai attacks exposed vulnerabilities in coastal monitoring and
maritime intelligence coordination.

5. Strategic Competition in the Indian Ocean: Increasing presence of external powers in the IOR-through
naval bases, port investments and surveillance—has intensified geopolitical competition. Infrastructure
initiatives and maritime deployments influence regional balance and strategic autonomy.

Way Forward

1. Accelerate Integrated Maritime Domain Awareness with real-time data fusion (Navy-Coast Guard-Al).
2. Operationalise Operation Sankalp 2.0 for convoy protection in high-risk areas.

3. Strengthen IORA & Colombo Security Conclave for rule-based norms.

4. Investin anti-drone, underwater drones & cyber-hardened ports via Budget outlay.

5. Push UNCLOS-compliant Code of Conduct for IOR and revive MILAN as confidence-builder.

6. Mandate third-party audits of sanctions’ impact on neutral shipping.

Conclusion
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The sinking of the frigate is not just a tactical victory but a strategic destabilizer. For India, 2026 demands a
shift from passive observation to active maritime mediation to prevent a full-scale IOR war.

What do understand by the concept freedom of speech and expression? Does it cover hate speech
also? Critically examine the Supreme Court’s evolving jurisprudence on hate speech.

Introduction

With 1,318 hate speech incidents in 2025 (India Hate Lab Report, 13% rise), Economic Survey 2025-26
stressing social cohesion for Viksit Bharat and Budget 2026-27’s inclusive welfare push, Supreme Court’s
jurisprudence on hate speech demands scrutiny.

Conceptual Understanding of Freedom of Speech and Expression

1. Constitutional Foundation: Freedom of speech and expression is guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of
the Constitution. It includes: freedom to express ideas through speech, writing, press, art and digital media;
Freedom of political dissent and public debate and freedom to criticise government policies. The right is not
absolute and is subject to reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2) on grounds such as public order, morality,
defamation and incitement to offence.

2. Democratic Significance: Freedom of expression is essential for: deliberative democracy and public
participation; accountability of political institutions and protection of minority viewpoints. The Supreme Court
has repeatedly described free speech as the lifeblood of democracy.

3. Supreme Court: The Supreme Court has expanded its ambit to include freedom of the press and right to
know while consistently holding that speech threatening constitutional values falls outside protection.

Does Freedom of Speech Cover Hate Speech?

1. The answer is no; hate speech is a prejudicial discourse that marginalises groups on grounds of religion,
caste, race, ethnicity or gender, enjoys no constitutional shield.

2. It undermines dignity (Article 21), equality (Article 14) and fraternity (Preamble). It operates through
dog-whistles and subtle exclusion rather than explicit incitement, creating psychosocial harm and reinforcing
power hierarchies.

3. The 267th Law Commission Report defined it as speech exposing targeted groups to hatred or violence.
In Amish Devgan v. Union of India (2020), the Court clarified that such speech erodes participatory equality
and fails constitutional morality.

Evolving Jurisprudence of the Supreme Court
The Court’s approach has progressed in three phases:

1. Incitement-centric Phase (1957-2015): Ramji Lal Modi (1957) case it was upheld restrictions on speech
promoting enmity if it had a calculated tendency to disrupt public order. S. Rangarajan (1989) and Shreya
Singhal (2015) raised the bar to imminent lawless action, striking down vague provisions like Section 66A IT
Act.
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2. Dignity-centric Phase (2018-2020): In Tehseen Poonawalla (2018) issued binding guidelines against
mob lynching, mandating nodal officers and suo motu FIRs. Amish Devgan (2020) introduced a three-pronged
test: content (targeting a group), intent (deliberate malice) and impact (harm to dignity and equality).

3. Enforcement & Restraint Phase (2023-2026): Directions for prompt FIR registration were issued, yet
compliance remains poor. In January 2026, the Supreme Court indicated closure of most hate speech PILs
pending since 2021, redirecting petitioners to High Courts while preserving remedies. The Gauhati High Court’s
February, 2026 notice to Assam CM on alleged communal speeches reflects this delegated approach.

Critical Evaluation of the Supreme Court’s Approach

1. Absence of a Clear Definition: Despite evolving jurisprudence, Indian criminal law still relies on broad
provisions relating to promoting enmity, leading to inconsistent enforcement.

2. Enforcement Deficit: Judicial directives are often poorly implemented by law enforcement agencies and
regulatory bodies. For instance, directions on suo motu FIR registration have seen uneven compliance across
states.

3. Balancing Free Speech and Regulation: Courts must prevent hate speech without chilling legitimate
political criticism or dissent. Over-broad laws risk arbitrary application and censorship.

4. Digital Amplification: The rise of social media has transformed hate speech into a networked
phenomenon, spreading rapidly and influencing public discourse. Existing legal frameworks struggle to
address such digital dynamics.

Way Forward

1. Enactanarrowly tailored central law on hate speech incorporating the Amish Devgan test and 267th Law
Commission recommendations.

2. Establish an independent monitoring mechanism with periodic state compliance reports.
3. Mandate platform accountability under IT Rules for proactive removal of verified hate content.

4. Provide regular training to police, Election Commission officials and judiciary on context-sensitive
adjudication.

5. Promote counter-speech campaigns and digital literacy to build societal resilience.
Conclusion

The Supreme Court has successfully moved the needle from viewing hate speech as a mere law and order
problem to a threat to the Constitutional idea of Fraternity. However, for this jurisprudence to be effective, it
requires a clear legislative anchor and a shift from judicial monitoring to consistent executive enforcement.

What are the continued challenges for women in India against Digital Space? Evaluate the impact of
rapid Al innovation on women’s digital safety in India.

Introduction
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With 45% rural women internet users facing 16-58% online harassment (Economic Survey 2025-26), Budget
2026-27’s X1.5 lakh crore IndiaAl Mission allocation and NITI Aayog’s Gender-Responsive Al Framework
underscore escalating digital threats amid Al-driven vulnerabilities.

Persistent Challenges in Digital Space

1. Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence (TFGBV): Women encounter pervasive online
harassment, cyberstalking and doxxing, amplified by anonymity and weak enforcement. For Example- UN
Women, 16-58% of women globally report experiencing online harassment. Social media platforms often
amplify misogynistic narratives through algorithmic engagement. This discourages women from participating
in the digital public sphere, undermining democratic participation.

2. Deepfake and Synthetic Media Threats: Al-generated deepfake technology has emerged as a major
threat to women’s dignity and privacy. Non-consensual intimate imagery (NCII) is increasingly used for
extortion, intimidation, and reputational damage. For Example- NCRB data shows crimes against women
rising to 4.45 lakh in 2022, with digital extensions like impersonation and threats persisting. The anonymity of
digital platforms allows perpetrators to operate with limited accountability.

3. Algorithmic Bias and Digital Erasure: Al systems trained on historically biased datasets often
reproduce patriarchal stereotypes. Women'’s voices are frequently underrepresented in search results and
content moderation decisions. Al models tend to reinforce stereotypes about gender roles in professional or
leadership contexts. This phenomenon is often described as “algorithmic misogyny.”

4. Digital Literacy and Awareness Deficit: Despite growing connectivity, many women lack awareness
about: Lack of digital literacy exacerbates risks: only 22% Al professionals are women (UN Women report),
leading to biased tools ignoring vernacular nuances. The Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023 provides
safeguards, but its effectiveness depends on digital literacy and awareness.

5. Socio-Cultural Constraints and Victim Blaming: Traditional social norms often lead to: victim-
blaming attitudes toward women facing online harassment. Family-imposed restrictions on women’s digital
usage. This creates a secondary digital divide, where women withdraw from digital spaces despite having
access.

Impact of Rapid Al Innovation on Women'’s Digital Safety

1. Automated Stalking and Data Surveillance: Al-enabled data scraping tools allow individuals to track
personal information across multiple platforms. Such tools threaten the right to privacy under Article 21.
Women journalists, activists, and professionals are particularly vulnerable.

2. Amplification of Online Harassment: Al accelerates threats via deepfakes and NCII: by 2026,
synthetic media costs have plummeted, enabling “digital character assassination” (UNFPA consultation). This
increases the scale and speed of online harassment.

3. Representation Gap in Al Development: Women remain underrepresented in the Al workforce.
According to United Nations Development Programme, women constitute around 22% of Al professionals and
less than 14% in senior roles. This lack of diversity reduces gender-sensitive design in Al systems.

4. Psychological and Economic Impact: Digital insecurity creates a “chilling effect” on women'’s online
engagement. For Example- 2025 Digital Wellness studies highlight that 60% of young women experience
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digital anxiety due to online threats. Economic exclusion follows: self-censorship reduces workforce
participation, reversing digital inclusion gains.

5. Algorithmic Misogyny Reinforces Biases: Western-centric datasets cause “shadow-bans” on
women'’s health/rights discussions.

Way Forward
1. Mandate gender-specific Algorithmic Impact Assessments pre-deployment, per IndiaAl Summit 2026.
2. Enhance DPDP Act 2023 with real-time deepfake detection and victim-centric redress.

3. Boostwomen’s representation in Al via targeted skilling (Budget’s ¥10,000 crore women empowerment
fund).

4. Roll out community-led “Cyber-Didis” in SHGs for grassroots literacy and response.
5. Enforce platform accountability through fines and ethical guidelines aligned with UN Women Casebook.
Conclusion

Technological progress must empower society; ensuring women'’s digital safety is essential for inclusive
innovation and a truly equitable digital future.

Analyze the normalization of war as a global spectacle. Further also evaluate how the ‘rest of the
world’ can reject violence-driven politics to preserve their strategic autonomy.

Introduction

Amid US-Iran-Israel war escalation (IRIS Dena sinking, March 2026), Budget 2026-27’s X7.85 lakh crore
defence (15% rise), Economic Survey 2025-26’s 7.4% GDP amid conflicts and NITI Aayog’s Viksit Bharat
scenarios underscore war’s performative nihilism.

From Territorial Wars to Geopolitical Performance

1. The character of war in the 21st century has undergone a fundamental transformation. Traditionally,
wars were fought for territorial conquest, resource control, or ideological dominance. However,
contemporary conflicts increasingly function as geopolitical performances—designed to demonstrate
technological superiority, strategic dominance, and domestic political resolve.

2. The Israel-US-Iran tensions and earlier conflicts such as the Iraq War illustrate how wars can be
prolonged spectacles driven by power signalling rather than clear strategic objectives. This normalization
of war reflects a deeper crisis of global governance and moral accountability.

3. During the Cold War, conflicts were shaped by ideological competition between superpowers. In
contrast, contemporary wars increasingly reflect symbolic demonstrations of power. Military strikes are
often conducted to signal deterrence and technological superiority rather than achieve decisive victory.
Precision missile strikes and cyber operations enable limited conflict without full-scale war. Thus, warfare
increasingly resembles strategic messaging rather than territorial transformation.
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Drivers Behind the Normalization of War as Spectacle

1. Technological Militarisation and Al-Driven Warfare: Rapid advances in artificial intelligence, drone
warfare, and cyber capabilities have transformed conflict. Al-assisted targeting systems and autonomous
weapons reduce the human visibility of violence. Real-time drone footage converts battlefield events into
media narratives. This technological mediation creates psychological distance from the human costs of war.

2.Media Amplification and Digital Spectacle: The modern information ecosystem transforms war into global
spectacle. High-definition battlefield imagery circulates instantly across digital platforms. Governments utilise
strategic communication campaigns to shape domestic and international perceptions. Consequently, war
becomes performative politics, where narrative control is as important as battlefield outcomes.

3. Strategic Nihilism and Erosion of International Norms: Increasing disregard for international law reflects
the erosion of post-1945 norms. Institutions such as the United Nations Security Council often remain
paralysed due to geopolitical rivalry and veto politics. This institutional paralysis encourages unilateral
military actions, weakening the rules-based international order.

4. Domestic Political Incentives: Governments may employ external conflicts to consolidate internal
legitimacy. Military action often generates nationalistic mobilization. External threats can divert attention from
economic or political crises. This dynamic reinforces the normalisation of militarised statecraft.

Consequences for Global Governance and Human Security
The transformation of war into spectacle produces multiple systemic risks:

1. Humanitarian Impact: Civilian casualties and displacement increase dramatically and conflicts
undermine global humanitarian norms.

2. Economic Disruptions: Supply chains and energy markets become vulnerable. The International
Monetary Fund warns that prolonged geopolitical tensions threaten global economic recovery.

3. Erosion of Moral Responsibility: Repeated exposure to mediated violence fosters global
desensitization, weakening public pressure for peaceful resolution.

Strategic Options for the ‘Rest of the World’

Despite the dominance of great powers the rest i.e, middle powers and Global South countries retain
significant agency.

1. Strategic Autonomy and Non-Alignment 2.0: Countries such as India are reviving principles of
strategic autonomy, avoiding rigid bloc politics. Platforms like the BRICS and G20 provide opportunities for
collective diplomatic balancing.

2. Strengthening Multilateral Norms: Global South nations can advocate reforms in international
governance: revitalising multilateral diplomacy, promoting adherence to international humanitarian law and
supporting mediation and conflict resolution mechanisms. These efforts can counter unilateral militarism.

3. Building Economic and Technological Resilience: Economic resilience is crucial to preserving
autonomy. The Union Budget 2026-27 emphasises supply-chain diversification and technological self-reliance
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to protect economies from geopolitical shocks. Reducing dependency limits vulnerability to great-power
coercion.

4. Normative Leadership by Middle Powers: Countries with democratic legitimacy can promote
human-centric global governance. India’s initiatives such as “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” diplomacy emphasise
peaceful coexistence and cooperative security. Normative leadership can reshape global discourse away from
militarism.

Way Forward:

To counter the normalization of war as spectacle:

1. Strengthen IORA/BRICS for rule-based IOR norms, rejecting performative escalations.
2. Diversify energy via renewables (Budget’s ¥1.39 lakh crore domestic defence push).
3. Mandate UNSC reforms for veto accountability per NITI Viksit Bharat@2047.

4. Launch counter-narratives via digital diplomacy to combat media desensitisation.

5. Enforce economic sanctions on performative actors through WT0/G20 coalitions.
Conclusion

In The Argumentative Indian, Amartya Sen stresses ethical public reasoning; similarly, resisting spectacle-
driven wars requires collective moral courage to defend multilateralism, strategic autonomy, and peaceful
coexistence.

Critically examine the internal contradictions of BRICS exposed by the Iran war. Evaluate the
feasibility of a multipolar world order amidst the U.S.’s renewed push for unilateralism.

Introduction

The Economic Survey 2025-26 notes the rise of fragmented geopolitics, while the Union Budget 2026-27
emphasises resilient partnerships, making the Iran conflict a critical stress test for BRICS and the evolving
multipolar order.

Internal Contradictions within BRICS Exposed by the Iran War

The February 2026 U.S.-Israel strike eliminating Iran’s Supreme Leader and command structure, without UNSC
authorisation or U.S. Congressional declaration, constituted the most severe stress test for BRICS+ since its
2024 expansion.

1. Divergent Strategic Alignments: India, current chair, issued no condemnation, no emergency
summit, and no collective statement, reflecting deepening QUAD alignment and strategic autonomy
increasingly interpreted as U.S. convergence. Brazil, Russia and China issued individual condemnations,
exposing absence of unified voice. These divergent orientations weaken the bloc’s capacity to adopt a unified
foreign policy stance.
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2. Security vs. Economic Divergence: Gulf members (UAE, Saudi Arabia) remain tethered to U.S.
security guarantees, rendering BRICS incapable of acting as a collective security provider when Iran — a
founding expansion member — faced existential attack.

3. De-dollarisation Paralysis: BRICS mechanisms (NDB, CIPS, BRICS Pay) were designed to insulate
against Western financial coercion. Yet no emergency liquidity or payment-channel support was activated for
Iran, revealing institutional shallowness and lack of political will.

4. Ideological Divergence: While Russia and China utilize BRICS to challenge U.S. wrecking-ball politics,
members like the UAE and Saudi Arabia remain tied to the U.S. security umbrella, making a unified anti-
hegemonic stance impossible.

U.S. Unilateralism and the Rubio Doctrine

1. Marco Rubio’s February 2026 Munich Security Conference speech openly called for dismantling
multipolarity, reclaiming Global South market share, and restoring pre-1945 Western civilisational dominance.

2.  The subsequent Iran operation, bypassing Congress and UN operationalised this vision: kinetic regime-
change paired with economic coercion (Board of Peace reconstruction bypassing UN).

3. This marks a shift from rules-based hegemony to transactional unilateralism enforced by overwhelming
military superiority.

Feasibility of Multipolar World Order

Multipolarity exists as distribution of capabilities (India 7.4% growth, China’s manufacturing dominance,
Russia’s energy leverage), but lacks collective agency.

1. Structural Weaknesses: BRICS+ suffers incompatible threat perceptions, veto-like divergences, and
no binding security architecture.

2. Middle-Power Hedging: India, Brazil, Indonesia leverage size to avoid bloc entrapment but risk
fragmentation.
3. Institutional Erosion: UNSC paralysis and U.S. contempt for multilateralism leave minilaterals (12U2,

Quad) as partial substitutes, yet insufficient for systemic challenge.
Way Forward

1. Convene emergency BRICS+ virtual summit under neutral facilitation (Brazil/South Africa) to issue
joint position on sovereignty violations.

2. Activate NDB emergency liquidity window and CIPS expansion for sanctioned members.
3. Establish BRICS Standing Security Coordination Committee with mandatory consultation protocols.
4. India to recalibrate strategic autonomy via visible diplomatic initiatives (Track-II mediation, joint

energy-sharing arrangements).

5. Accelerate minilateral economic coalitions (G20, IORA) to build parallel norms outside U.S.-led
reconstruction frameworks.

Conclusion
The spectacle of the Iran war has proved that multipolarity is currently a reality of power distribution but not
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of collective action. If the U.S. continues its bulldozer politics and BRICS remain internally fractured, the world
risks descending into a Nihilistic Anarchy where the will to violence dictates politics. The task for 2026 is to
build a Multilateralism 2.0 that does not rely on a single hegemon or a paralyzed bloc.

Analyze the impact of social media bans on child safety. Further, evaluate how the ‘double-proxy’
dynamic in India undermines digital protection and parental oversight mechanisms.

Introduction

Karnataka & Andhra Pradesh’s 2026 minor social media ban proposals face scrutiny: 71% children use family
accounts (Indian Express survey). India’s digital transition must balance innovation with child safety, while the
Union Budget 2026-27 emphasises digital literacy and NITI Aayog’s child online safety framework highlight
enforcement gaps.

Social Media Bans and Child Safety: Limits of Prohibition in India’s Digital Ecosystem

India hosts one of the world’s largest youth populations online. With increasing smartphone penetration and
inexpensive data, children are entering digital spaces earlier than ever. In response to concerns about online
harm, some states have proposed banning social media access for minors. However, evidence suggests that
such bans may produce unintended safety risks, particularly in the context of India’s double-proxy usage
pattern.

Impact of Social Media Bans on Child Safety

1. Migration to Unregulated Digital Spaces: Bans may inadvertently push children toward less
moderated online environments. Tech-savvy children shift to encrypted apps, VPNs or unmoderated platforms
where grooming and radicalisation are harder to detect.

2. Loss of Moderation Incentives: Platforms lose incentive to invest in India-specific age-appropriate
filters when minors are legally invisible, reducing proactive safety tools.

3. Chilling Effect on Positive Use: 55% children report beneficial stranger interactions (learning,
emotional support); bans limit access to supportive communities, especially for marginalised groups (LGBTQ+
youth).

4. Gendered Outcomes: Traditional households disproportionately restrict girls’ access, widening the
digital gender divide and curtailing educational opportunities.

The Double-Proxy Dynamic and Its Undermining Effect

In India, 71% of children aged 10-15 access social media via family members’accounts, creating a double-proxy
system.

1. Bypassing Age-Gating: Platforms treat users as adults, disabling child-safety defaults (restricted messaging,
content filters).

2. Rendering DPDP Act Ineffective: The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 requires verifiable
parental consent for minors; proxy usage nullifies this safeguard. This creates regulatory blind spots in digital
governance.

3. Erosion of Parental Oversight: Activity blends into the parent’s profile, obscuring the child’s specific
behaviour, interests and risks. Parents cannot monitor without invasive device checks. This weakens the very
oversight mechanism bans intend to strengthen.
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4. Algorithmic Misclassification: Children receive adult-targeted ads, recommendations and interactions,
exposing them to inappropriate content without platform awareness of their age.
Constitutional & Socio-Economic Imperatives

1. Bans risk disproportionate restriction on Article 19(1)(a) (right to information) and Article 21
(dignity/privacy) for minors.

2. Economically, they hinder participation in India’s digital economy (projected $1 trillion by 2026 per
NITI Aayog), limiting skill-building and future employability.

Way Forward

1. Adopt tiered access: age-verified restricted modes (education-only, limited hours) instead of outright
bans.

2. Mandate platforms to detect proxy usage via behavioural signals and apply child-safety defaults
automatically.

3. Integrate digital literacy and online safety into National Curriculum Framework from Class 6.

4. Launch national Cyber-Didi programme training SHGs as first responders for families.

5. Strengthen DPDP enforcement with dedicated child-data grievance cells and annual platform audits
Conclusion

A social media ban offers a comforting illusion of control but ignores the ground reality of the Double-Proxy
dynamic. Digital safety lies not in prohibition but in informed, responsible participation.

Critically examine the security risks of Al-integrated 'kill chains' in India's border management.
Evaluate the role of plurilateral governance in securing India’s strategic autonomy amidst corporate-
led Al rivalries.

Introduction

By March 2026, the Indian Army has moved from conceptualizing Al to operationalizing it through the Smartise
the Kill Chain roadmap. The Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights Al as a critical strategic technology, while
Union Budget 2026-27 prioritises defence Al and sovereign compute infrastructure, intensifying debates on
Al-driven warfare and strategic autonomy..

Security Risks of Al-Integrated Kill Chains in Border Management

Al compression of the sensor-to-shooter cycle to seconds on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) creates systemic
vulnerabilities.

1. Machine-Speed Escalation Trap: Al compresses the traditional military kill chain—find, fix, track, target,
engage and assess—into seconds. Misidentified shadows or drone anomalies can trigger kinetic response
before human de-escalation, especially in high-altitude fog-prone terrain. Thus, automation risks removing
diplomatic buffers in crisis situations.

2. Algorithmic Bias and Terrain Limitations: Foreign-trained models may fail in high-altitude terrains and
extreme weather conditions typical of Himalayan battlefields. Bias in training data can lead to incorrect threat
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assessments. This creates vulnerabilities in India’s operational planning. For Example- 2026 iDEX trials
showed 12-18% false positives in snow camouflage detection.

3. Black-Box Accountability Gap: Al systems often function through opaque neural networks. When Combat
Information Decision Support Systems (CIDSS) fast-track targets, tracing war-crime liability becomes nearly
impossible under international humanitarian law. For Example- creates challenges for compliance with
Geneva Conventions.

4. Strategic Dependency on Foreign Al Ecosystems: Global Al development is dominated by private
technology companies. Dependence on foreign platforms could expose India to algorithmic manipulation,
software vulnerabilities, or geopolitical leverage. For Example- Reliance on U.S. (Maven) or Chinese stacks
exposes India to kill-switch vulnerabilities or geopolitical coercion during crises.

Corporate-Led Al Rivalries and India’s Strategic Autonomy

The Anthropic-Pentagon standoff (Feb 2026) and U.S. designation of Chinese labs as threats reveal corporate
actors as proxies in great-power rivalry.

1. India risks entrapment in U.S.-China Al cold war if dependent on foreign frontier models.

2. Sovereign compute (national GPU clusters) and indigenous firms (Tata Elxsi, Bharat Forge) via iDEX
aim to mitigate, but talent mobility and distillation techniques erode controls.

3. Corporate guardrails collapse under state pressure like OpenAl’s permissive military contract vs.
Anthropic’s resistance illustrates the race-to-the-bottom dynamic.

Role of Plurilateral Governance in Safeguarding Strategic Autonomy
1. International discussions increasingly emphasise human-on-the-loop or human-in-the-loop

frameworks. For Example- UN Resolution 80/58 pushes Human-on-the-Loop framework. Such frameworks
ensure that Al recommends but does not autonomously execute lethal force.

2. Middle-power coalitions (India-Brazil-South Africa) can set Trustworthy Defence Al benchmarks,
bypassing P5 vetoes.
3. Given geopolitical rivalry among major powers, universal treaties remain difficult. Therefore,

plurilateral coalitions of middle powers can develop operational norms. For Example- Initiatives like the
REAIM Summit seek consensus on responsible military Al use. Such platforms enable countries to shape
standards outside great-power rivalries.

4. India must pursue technological self-reliance. Institutions such as NITI Aayog have recommended
sovereign Al infrastructure and domestic innovation ecosystems. Programmes like iDEX promote defence-
technology startups and indigenous Al solutions.

Way Forward

1. Operationalise Seven Sutras of Indian Al Governance — sovereign stack, mandatory human-in-the-
loop for lethal decisions, auditable black-box explainability.

2. Expand iDEX to fund indigenous frontier-model training on classified LAC datasets.
3. Lead plurilateral LAC Al Confidence-Building Measures with China and Pakistan via SCO.
4. Integrate digital sovereignty clauses in Quad and 12U2 tech cooperation.
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5. Mandate annual Algorithmic Impact Assessments for all defence Al deployments.
Conclusion

For India, Al in 2026 is a Force Multiplier but also a Systemic Risk. The path forward lies in the Seven Sutras of
Indian Al Governance, which prioritize Safety and Accountability. By championing plurilateral governance,
India can ensure that the kill chain does not become a chain of accidents, preserving its Strategic Autonomy in
an era of automated geopolitics.

Examine the socio-economic drivers of childhood obesity in India. Further, evaluate the role of early-
stage institutional interventions and behavioral shifts in addressing this burgeoning public health
crisis.

Introduction

The World Obesity Atlas 2026 reports over 40 million overweight or obese children in India, while the
Economic Survey 2025-26 warns lifestyle transitions are accelerating childhood metabolic disorders.

Socio-Economic Drivers of Childhood Obesity

India is witnessing a nutritional paradox where overnutrition and undernutrition coexist. The shift from
traditional diets to calorie-dense lifestyles is driven by several systemic factors:

1. The Ultra-Processed Boom: According to a WHO-ICRIER study, India’s ultra-processed food (UPF)
industry grew at a CAGR of 13.37% (2011-2021). The Household Consumption Survey shows a pivot
from cereals to beverages and refreshments.

2. The Affordability Trap: Obesity is no longer a rich man's disease. Samosas and pakoras at roadside
shacks are often cheaper and more accessible than fresh fruits or protein-rich salads, making junk food
the default choice for low-income urban families.

3. Urbanization and the Sedentary Loop: Rapid urban sprawl has led to a lack of open spaces. The
Digital Addiction of 2026 ensures children remain sedentary, replacing playground time with indoor
spectacle consumption.

4. Generational Burden: UNICEF surveys indicate that maternal health acts as a precursor; nutritional
deficits or metabolic issues in mothers are frequently carried over to children, creating a biological
cycle of obesity.

Evaluation of Institutional Interventions

The State has transitioned from passive awareness to active regulation through the following:

Initiative Evaluation & Impact

Eat Right India (FSSAI) |Effective in standardizing school canteens but faces implementation hurdles in
rural shadow markets.

FSS Regulations 2020 [Mandatory labeling of trans-fats and allergens is a major step toward Consumer;

Sovereignty.
NPCDCS (National|Shifts the focus to early screening; however, the primary health system remains
Mission) overburdened with infectious diseases.
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Budget 2026 Nutri-[New community-led nutrition hubs aim to decentralize dietary oversight.
Sarkars

The Role of Behavioral Shifts

Institutional force must be met with grassroots behavioral change. The Double-Proxy dynamic—where
children mirror parental habits—necessitates a family-centric approach:

1. Fit India Movement: This has successfully re-branded physical activity as a lifestyle choice rather
than a chore.

2. Yoga in Schools: Under the National Curriculum Framework (NCF), integrating Yoga has improved
both metabolic health and mental resilience among adolescents.

3. Front-of-Pack Labeling (FOPL): The shift toward Warning Labels (High Sugar/Salt) is beginning to
nudge parents toward healthier purchases at the point of sale.

4. Behavioral Shifts: The Aaj Se Thoda Kam (Less from today) campaign targets the family unit,
recognizing that childhood obesity often reflects the double-proxy habits of parents.

Challenges to Efficacy

1. Implementation Gap: FSSAI guidelines are often poorly enforced in rural schools and private
coaching hubs.

2. Economic Barrier: Healthy, nutrient-dense food remains more expensive than calorie-dense
processed snacks for low-income families.

3. The Thin-Fat Phenotype: Indians are genetically predisposed to abdominal obesity even at lower
BMIs, requiring "India-specific" BMI cut-offs for early diagnosis.

Way Forward

1. Sugar Levies: Implementing higher GST slabs for UPFs to subsidize fresh produce.

2. RTE Infrastructure: Strict enforcement of mandatory playground sizes in schools to combat the
sedentary trap.

3. Digital Marketing Caps: Restricting the marketing of high-fat, sugar, and salt (HFSS) foods during
hours when children are active online.

As Dr. Kalam envisioned in India 2020, a healthy youth is a nation's greatest asset. Prioritizing nutrition ensures
our Viksit Bharat goals don't succumb to an avoidable metabolic epidemic.

Analyze the structural changes introduced by the 2022-23 GDP base year revision. Further, evaluate
its effectiveness in resolving long-standing methodological concerns regarding the veracity of Indian
data.

Introduction

The 2022-23 base-year revision released by NSO shows 3-4% GDP contraction, higher agriculture & industry
shares. Budget 2026-27 underscores this shift toward a more realistic, albeit smaller, absolute GDP to ensure
statistical integrity.

Historical Context and Rationale for Revision

1. India revises GDP base years roughly every 5-10 years to reflect structural shifts in production, prices
and consumption patterns, aligning with UN System of National Accounts (2025 edition).
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2. The2011-12series (released 2015) faced criticism for overestimating growth, particularly manufacturing,
due to MCA-21 database issues (shell companies) and divergence from earlier estimates.

3. TheIMF’s 2024 quality review awarded India a ‘C’ grade, prompting urgent need for the 11-year-delayed
2022-23 revision.

Structural Changes in the 2022-23 Series

1. Correction in Absolute Size of the Economy: GDP at current prices shrinks 3-4% for overlapping years
(2022-23 and 2023-24), reversing perceived overestimation.

2. Sectoral Rebalancing: Agriculture and industry shares rise; services share falls. Manufacturing marginally
increases to 14.7% from 14.3%, yet its absolute size contracts 1.5-1.6%.

3. Institutional Reclassification Output: Non-financial private corporate sector (PCS) share declines 1.5-
3.4 percentage points; household/informal sector share rises 0.7-2.7 points, partly reflecting better agriculture
capture. These changes suggest improved coverage of informal economy and tangible sectors post-pandemic,
aligning with ground realities.

Key Impacts of the 2022-23 Revision

The revision recalibrates India’s economic picture:

1. Absolute Size Adjustment: GDP at current prices contracts 3-4% for overlapping years (2022-23 and
2023-24), addressing perceived overestimation in the previous series.

2. Sectoral Rebalancing: Agriculture and industry shares rise; services share declines. Manufacturing
marginally increases to 14.7% from 14.3%, though its absolute size falls 1.5-1.6%.

3. Institutional Recomposition: Non-financial private corporate sector share drops 1.5-3.4 percentage
points; household/informal sector share rises 0.7-2.7 points, reflecting better capture of unorganised activity.
These changes align estimates closer to ground realities post-pandemic and GST regime.

Implications for Policy and Economic Perception

1. Thesmallerbase delays the $5-trillion economy target and requires recalibrating fiscal ratios (deficit/GDP,
debt/GDP).

2. Budget 2026-27 adjusts expenditure accordingly. Growth rates show only marginal divergence (*1
percentage point), preserving broad trajectory but enhancing credibility.

3. Arealistic base strengthens India’s global economic narrative amid multipolar competition and investor
scrutiny.

How the Revision Helps Realize India’s Full GDP Potential
Accurate measurement unlocks true potential in several ways:

1. Better Resource Allocation: Correct sectoral weights guide targeted investment in agriculture (resilient
post-pandemic) and manufacturing (PLI schemes).

2. Improved Fiscal Planning: Realistic GDP denominator prevents fiscal illusion, enabling sustainable
borrowing and capital expenditure.
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3. Enhanced Investor Confidence: Credible statistics reduce perception risk, attracting FDI and portfolio
flows critical for $30-trillion Viksit Bharat goal.

4. StrongerPolicy Feedback Loop: Reliable data improves evaluation of schemes (PM-KISAN, Atmanirbhar
Bharat), allowing mid-course corrections.

5. Global Comparability: Alignment with UNSNA 2025 enhances India’s standing in IMF/World Bank
assessments, supporting higher credit ratings.

Way Forward

1. Release comprehensive methodological note, back-series and new weights immediately.
2. Integrate real-time GSTN, digital payments and satellite data for dynamic estimates.

3. Mandate independent National Statistical Commission oversight of future revisions.

4. Conductregular Economic Census to provide robust informal-sector baselines.

5. Link GDP revision cycle to five-year planning horizon for policy coherence.

Conclusion

As Dr. C. Rangarajan noted, Reliable data is the bedrock of sound policy. This revision is a step toward realism,
yet total transparency remains vital for India's global economic credibility.

Critically examine the Supreme Court’s passive euthanasia framework. Further, evaluate
implementation hurdles and the legal-ethical debate surrounding the distinction between active and
passive euthanasia in India.

Introduction

In Common Cause v. Union of India, the Supreme Court of India recognised passive euthanasia and living wills
under Article 21 of the Constitution of India, recently applying the framework in the Harish Rana case.

Evolution of Passive Euthanasia Jurisprudence in India

The legal basis for passive euthanasia flows from Article 21 of the Constitution. In Aruna Shanbaug v. Union of
India, the Court permitted passive euthanasia under strict judicial oversight. Later, Common Cause v. Union of
India recognised the right to die with dignity and legalised living wills or advance medical directives. These
decisions established the constitutional foundation for end-of-life autonomy.

The Judicial Framework of Passive Euthanasia

The Supreme Court’s 2026 application of the passive euthanasia framework in the Harish Rana case marks the
kinetic transition of Right to Die with Dignity from a theoretical construct to a clinical reality.

1. Constitutional Anchor: Rooted in Article 21, the Court interprets the Right to Life as a right to a
dignified existence, which includes the right to refuse futile medical intervention.

2. The Two-Tier Safeguard: The framework mandates a Primary Medical Board (treating hospital) and
a Secondary Medical Board (including a district-nominated external expert) to certify that recovery is
negligible.

3. Living Wills: The 2023/2026 refinements simplified Advance Medical Directives, allowing individuals
to pre-determine their end-of-life care, thereby reducing the psychological burden on kin.
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Implementation Hurdles in the Passive Euthanasia Framework
Despite judicial clarity, the ground reality in 2026 reveals significant institutional friction:
1. Board Expertise Shortage: Few hospitals have specialists with 5+ years’ experience for both boards.

2. Secondary Board Delays: Only Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka notified CMO-nominated panels; most states
lag.

3. Private Sector Reluctance: Fear of litigation deters private hospitals despite government facilities
proceeding after counselling.

4. Living Will Underutilisation: Awareness remains low; no central registry exists.

5. Palliative Care Deficit: Budget 2026-27’s health allocation prioritises curative care; palliative
infrastructure inadequate.

The Active-Passive Binary and Legal and Ethical Contention

India maintains a strict firewall between Active and Passive euthanasia, a distinction that remains a subject of
intense bioethical debate.

1. Passive (Omission): Seen as letting nature take its course. It is legally protected as it involves the
withdrawal of Clinically Assisted Nutrition (CAN) or ventilators.

2. Active (Commission): Involves a positive act (lethal injection). In India, this is treated as culpable
homicide or abetment to suicide.

3. The Ethical Paradox: Critics argue that passive methods (like withdrawing nutrition) can be more
agonizing and less humane than a swift, painless lethal injection allowed in countries like Canada or
the Netherlands.

4. State’s Slippery Slope Concern: The government resists active euthanasia to prevent potential
misuse against the elderly or disabled in a socio-economic environment with limited social security.

Way Forward

1. Codified Legislation: Moving beyond guidelines to a comprehensive End-of-Life Care Act as urged by
the Supreme Courtin 2026.

2. Digital Living Will Registry: Integrating Advance Directives with ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health
Account) to ensure instant accessibility during medical emergencies.

3. Palliative Integration: Budget 2026-27 should further incentivize Palliative Care Departments in all
district hospitals to manage symptom-controlled transitions.

Conclusion

As Dr. Radhakrishnan noted, Life is a journey toward the spirit. India’s framework honors this by balancing
medical limits with the supreme constitutional promise of a graceful, dignified and peaceful departure.

Critically examine the paradox in India’s innovation ecosystem despite high government ambition.
Evaluate how anchoring research to private enterprise can drive a true innovation-led economy.

Introduction

India ranks 38th in Global Innovation Index 2025 yet spends only 0.65% of GDP on R&D. The Economic Survey
2025-26 highlights India’s improved innovation ranking, while the Union Budget 2026-27 expands RDI
funding; yet NITI Aayog warns weak private R&D threatens innovation-led growth.
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The Indian Innovation Paradox

India’s strong policy intent coexists with weak structural health of our Research, Development, and Innovation
(RDI) ecosystem.

1. R&D Intensity Gap: Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD) stagnates at 0.65% of GDP, lowest among BRICS
(except South Africa) and far below Israel (5.4%), South Korea (4.9%) and China (2.4%).

2. Government measures and Unprecedented Ambitions: X1 lakh crore Research, Development and
Innovation (RDI) Fund, Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) operationalisation, removal of
three-year existence barrier for deep-tech startups, lifting atomic energy patent ban via SHANTI Act 2025, and
six-fold hike in Atal Tinkering Labs funding (X500 cr to 3,200 cr) — signal unprecedented ambition.

3. Patent Growth but Limited Global Technological Influence: Patent filings doubled to 1,10,000 (2024-
25), but domestic PCT applications (4,547 in 2024) trail China (70,000+), US (54,000+) and Japan (48,000+).
For Example- India filed only around 4,500 Patent Cooperation Treaty applications in 2024, highlighting weak
global technological influence.

4. Human Capital and Inclusion Constraints: GII 2025 ranks India 95th in knowledge-intensive
employment and 101st in women with advanced degrees in workforce, reflecting talent and diversity deficits.

5. Private Sector Crowding Out: Private-sector contribution to GERD is only ~37%, compared with >70%
in leading innovation economies. In India, the State bears 60% of the cost, signaling a private sector hesitant to
embrace long-term, high-risk technological bets. This paradox arises from historical public-sector dominance
in R&D, weak university-industry linkages, risk-averse corporate culture and insufficient patient capital for
deep-tech commercialization.

6. Lab-To-Market Gap: India produces significant academic research but struggles to commercialise
innovation. Universities generate increasing scientific publications.

Anchoring Research to Private Enterprise

Innovation achieves transformative scale only when research is demand-driven and anchored to enterprise.
Private-sector participation addresses current bottlenecks:

1. Market-Pull Innovation: Firms prioritise commercially viable problems, improving resource
efficiency along with curiosity-driven public research.

2. Bridging the Valley of Death: Enterprise provides Series equity and venture funding and scale-up
expertise to convert lab prototypes into market-ready products.

3. Cross-Sectoral Synergies: Private involvement in semiconductors, green hydrogen (PLI 2.0) and 6G
forces convergence of engineering, logistics and digital technologies.

4, Global Technological Influence: Sustained corporate R&D increases high-quality international
patents (PCT/SEPs) and standard-essential technologies, enhancing India’s voice in global rule-setting. For
Example- Commercial space startups (Skyroot, Agnikul) demonstrating private-sector promise when risk
capital and regulatory openness align.

5. Deep-Tech and Long-Gestation Capital: Deep tech requires patient capital: funding that survives long
development cycles to transform complex laboratory science into scalable, market-ready products.

Way Forward
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1. Mandate Industry Residency programmes for researchers and reverse sabbaticals for corporate
experts in academia.

2. Use public procurement as first buyer for indigenous innovations (defence, space, health) to de-risk
private R&D.

3. Strengthen IPR fast-tracking and create specialised deep-tech bankruptcy norms to tolerate failure.

4. Expand ANRF matching grants with mandatory industry co-investment clauses.

5. Launch national Innovation Anchors scheme incentivising large corporates to dedicate 1% PAT to

collaborative R&D.
Conclusion

Thinking is progress. To achieve Viksit Bharat, India must pivot from labor-led delivery to R&D-driven
enterprise, ensuring our demographic dividend becomes technological powerhouse.

Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s
overarching influence in Middle Eastern countries. How would you integrate energy security with
India’s foreign policy trajectories in the coming years

Introduction

India imports ~85% crude oil, with 45-52% transiting Hormuz (Economic Survey 2025-26). The ongoing
weaponized energy trade necessitates integrating security with foreign policy to mitigate external
dependencies and navigate volatile big-power rivalries effectively.

Historical Lessons from External Dependencies

1. India’s post-independence foreign policy has repeatedly been shaped by four critical vulnerabilities:
food (1960s PL-480 leverage), foreign exchange (1991 IMF conditionalities), defence equipment (1962 China
war), and energy (1990 Gulf crisis).

2. Each crisis forced strategic recalibration — from Indira Gandhi’s defiance during food-aid pressure
linked to Vietnam policy to Narasimha Rao’s post-1991 liberalisation and Israel recognition.

3. The 2026 Iran conflictand U.S. weaponisation of oil trade echo these patterns, reminding policymakers
that energy dependence constrains autonomy and invites coercion.

Current Vulnerabilities and the 2026 Crisis
1. The ongoing U.S.-Israel-Iran war has exposed acute risks: potential Hormuz closure threatens 50%
LNG and 85-90% LPG imports, spikes freight/insurance costs, disrupts remittances from ~9 million Gulf

diaspora, and endangers air connectivity.

2. Russia’s offer to raise supplies to 40% and Gulf suppliers’ increased deliveries mitigated immediate
shortages, but the crisis underscored that energy security is inseparable from diplomatic leverage in West Asia.

Strategic Integration Pathways (2026-2030)
To embed energy security firmly into foreign policy, India must pursue a multi-dimensional, proactive strategy:
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1. Aggressive Diversification and Equity Oil Diplomacy: Target 35-40% Russian crude share via long-
term contracts; deepen upstream investments in Africa (Nigeria, Angola), Latin America (Venezuela, Guyana),
and Central Asia. Accelerate equity oil acquisitions by ONGC Videsh and 10C to secure 15-20% ofneeds through
ownership.

2. Corridor and Infrastructure-Led Influence: Fast-trackIMEC energy pillar for green hydrogen/ammonia
corridors bypassing Hormuz/Suez. Upgrade Chabahar port and develop new Gulf/Red Sea hubs to control
logistics choke points. Leverage India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC)(signed 2023, revived 2026) to
position India as transit and green-energy hub.

3. Green Transition as Diplomatic Leverage: Accelerate 500 GW non-fossil target (2030) and green
hydrogen mission to cut oil dependence below 70%. Lead Global South transition via ISA and Global Biofuels
Alliance, exporting green solutions to Africa/ASEAN while importing intermediates from Gulf partners (UAE,
Saudi Arabia).

4.  Multilateral Hedging and Payment Decoupling: Strengthen OPEC+ and IEA coordination for supply
stability. Expand rupee trade and local-currency settlements (already ~20% with Russia/UAE) to reduce dollar
exposure. Use BRICS/SCO for alternative payment gateways and emergency energy-sharing pacts.

5. Domestic-External Synergy: Link foreign policy gains to internal reforms: expand PLI for
solar/batteries/hydrogen, incentivise private upstream participation, and build 90-day strategic reserves by
2030.

Way Forward

1. Conclude long-term diversified supply contracts (2026-27).

2. Operationalise IMEC energy corridor pilot by 2028.

3. Achieve 20% green hydrogen/ammonia blending in refineries by 2030.

4. Institutionalise annual West Asia Energy Security Dialogue with Gulf capitals.
5. Embed energy clauses in all major FTAs (EU, UK, Canada).

Conclusion

As Nehru noted in The Discovery of India, true independence is earned through internal strength and the
courage to stand firm. Integrating diversified, green energy diplomacy is essential for strategic autonomy.
Foreign policy must protect national interests in a changing world.

Use of Al is not just about the routine application of digital technology in service delivery process. It is
as much about multifarious interactions for ensuring transparency and accountability. In this context
evaluate the role of the ‘Interactive Service Model of Al governance.

Introduction

Economic Survey 2025-26 and Budget 2026-27 move beyond treating Al as a prestige technology, instead
framing it as a structural pillar of growth. NITI Aayog’s Al for All report advocates for governance that
prioritizes fairness, equity, and accountability to prevent algorithmic colonialism.

The Interactive Service Model
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1. The Interactive Service Model reimagines Al governance as an ongoing, multi-stakeholder service rather
than a static technocratic exercise.

2. It treats governance as a dynamic interaction among citizens, civil society, independent researchers,
academia, private developers and the state.

3. Core elements include accessible reporting platforms, open datasets (AlKosha), community-led audits,
and capacity-building programmes such asiGOT Karmayogi's 176 Al courses (over 72.99 lakh enrolments and
53.79 lakh completions by early 2026).

4. This model moves beyond black-box opacity by enabling real-time feedback loops and upstream scrutiny
of dataset selection, objective functions and harm thresholds.

5. The Interactive Service Model pierces the social black box, upstream commercial and strategic decisions
that embed biases before deployment.

Role in Ensuring Transparency and Accountability

1. Explainable Al (XAI): As per the India Al Governance Guidelines (Nov 2025), black-box models are no
longer acceptable in public administration. The model requires systems to provide audit logs and
interpretations for high-stakes decisions (e.g., welfare eligibility).

2. Graded Liability: Budget 2026-27 and MeitY notifications introduced a phased regulatory approach.
Accountability is assigned based on the level of risk and the function performed, ensuring that developers and
deployers are held responsible for systemic biases.

3. Democratic Oversight: The India-Al Impact Summit 2026 emphasized that leadership in Al is not just
about compute, but about trust. Interactive governance includes Citizen Assemblies and multi-stakeholder
working groups (like the Safe & Trusted Al Working Group) to audit upstream algorithmic choices.

4. Community Audits: Citizens and civil society stress-test models under local linguistic, cultural and
regional contexts. For Example- Indic-language sovereign models like Sarvam Al outperforming frontier
models on document understanding.

5. Deliberative Oversight: Public input via AlKosh'’s sandbox and iGOT literacy programmes democratises
knowledge, allowing detection of harms overlooked by developers.

6.  Accountability Mechanisms: Mandatory algorithmic impact assessments with public disclosure shift
liability from voluntary corporate guardrails to enforceable standards, aligning Al with constitutional values of
equality (Article 14) and dignity (Article 21).

Mitigating Systemic Inequalities and Ensuring Just Outcomes

Technocratic governance deepens divides by automating exclusion in labour markets, education and finance.
The Interactive Service Model counters this through participatory mechanisms:

1. Equity Gains: Community input reduces linguistic and caste biases in welfare algorithms, preventing
automated exclusion of marginalised groups.

2. Democratic Resilience: Real-world audits strengthen transparency, countering disinformation and
protecting electoral integrity.

3. Economic Justice: By involving end-users early, the model ensures Al solutions (30 India-specific
applications under IndiaAl Mission in agriculture, health, climate) address public needs rather than narrow
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institutional priorities. Global evidence from GPAI 2025-26 pilots shows participatory models reduce bias by
15-25% in high-stakes domains.

Way Forward

1. Establish a National Al Regulatory Authority with mandatory citizen and civil-society representation on
its board.

2. Mandate public algorithmic impact assessments for all high-risk deployments with open consultation
periods.

3. ExpandiGOT and AlKosha into nationwide Al Citizenship programmes reaching every district.
4. Institutionalise community-led audits for sovereign models and public-sector Al applications.

5. Align IndiaAl Mission guidelines with plurilateral standards (REAIM 2026) emphasising upstream
democratic scrutiny and human-in-the-loop safeguards.

Conclusion

As President Murmu noted in 2026, Technology must serve humanity, not lead it. Like Dr. Ambedkar’s
associated living, participatory Al governance ensures that progress remains anchored in democratic equity.

What are the key areas of reform if the WTO has to survive in the present context of ‘Trade War’,
especially keeping in mind the interest of India?

Introduction

Economic Survey 2025-26 flags dysfunctional WTO amid escalating trade wars and unilateral tariffs; Budget
2026-27 prioritises strategic autonomy; NITI Aayog’s Trade Strategy 2030 warns that reforms are essential to
protect India’s developmental space and energy security from protectionist surges.

India’s Strategic Imperatives

1. The WTO was established to promote rules-based global trade, transparency and dispute resolution.
However, the rise of protectionism, geopolitical rivalry and unilateral tariffs has weakened the multilateral
trading system.

2. Trade wars, technological competition and industrial subsidies now dominate global economic relations.
For the WTO to remain relevant, structural reforms are necessary—particularly from the perspective of
developing economies like India that seek policy space for growth and development.

Key Areas of WTO Reform for Survival

For the WTO to survive the current Trade War era, it must transition toward Adaptive Multilateralism. India’s
interests lie in ensuring that the rules-based order protects developmental space rather than enabling Green
Protectionism.

1. Restoration of the Dispute Settlement Mechanism (DSM): The DSM, once the crown jewel of the WTO,
remains paralysed since 2019 due to the US blockade of Appellate Body appointments. India requires a binding,
time-bound two-tier system with impartial adjudication to challenge unilateral tariffs (US steel duties) and
green taxes such as the EU’s CBAM. Without restoration, developing countries lose the only multilateral
enforcement tool against power asymmetry.
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2. Redefining Agricultural Subsidies under Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) Current De Minimis limits
(based on outdated 1986-88 reference prices) constrain India’s food-security programmes. A permanent
solution for Public Stockholding (PSH) and an effective Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) are non-negotiable
to shield 150 million farmers from import surges during global price volatility. Failure here directly threatens
India’s right to food security under Article 21.

3. Disciplining New Issues and Plurilaterals The e-Commerce moratorium on customs duties costs
developing nations billions in revenue; India must oppose its permanent extension. Similarly, the China-led
Investment Facilitation for Development (IFD) agreement must not be imported into the WTO framework
without consensus, as it erodes the single-undertaking principle and limits policy space for industrial strategy.

Integrating Energy Security with India’s Foreign Policy
Energy security has become a central element of India’s strategic diplomacy.

1. Diversification of Energy Partnerships: India imports a significant portion of its energy
requirements. Strategic partnerships with major energy producers ensure reliable supply chains.
Diversification reduces vulnerability to geopolitical disruptions.

2. Leadership in Renewable Energy Diplomacy: India has emerged as a key player in global clean-
energy cooperation. Initiatives like the International Solar Alliance demonstrate India’s leadership in
sustainable energy governance. Renewable energy partnerships strengthen diplomatic engagement with
developing countries.

3. Strategic Autonomy in Energy Trade: India’s foreign policy increasingly emphasises strategic
autonomy. Balanced relations with major global powers allow India to secure energy supplies without
geopolitical alignment. Energy diplomacy thus supports both economic stability and national security.

Integrating Energy Security with Foreign Policy

Energy security has shifted from a commercial import to the dominant kingpin of India’s 2026 foreign policy.
1. From Hydrocarbon to Electron Diplomacy: India is leveraging the International Solar Alliance (ISA)
and the Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA) to lead the Global South. Foreign policy trajectory now focuses on
securing Critical Mineral Supply Chains (Lithium/Cobalt) through the Mineral Security Partnership (MSP),
reducing dependency on dominant suppliers like China.

2. West Asia: Strategic Reciprocity: Investment for oil storage and moving from buyer-seller roles to
joint ventures in India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR). Using the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor as a Green Energy Link, potentially exporting Indian-made Green Hydrogen to Europe via the Gulf.

3. Energy as a Peace Architect: India’s Strategic Autonomy allows it to manage energy ties with Russia
(discounted crude) while deepening high-tech energy cooperation with the US (iCET initiative), ensuring that
energy needs are not weaponized by big-power rivalries.

Way Forward

1. Lead a Global South coalition at the next Ministerial Conference for DSM restoration within 18 months.
2. Secure permanent PSH and SSM solutions while linking them to energy-subsidy safeguards.

3. Oppose plurilateral back-door entry and advocate adaptive multilateralism through G20/BRICS

coordination.
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4. Embed energy-security clauses in all ongoing FTAs and use public procurement to de-risk domestic
green-tech manufacturing.

Conclusion

Economic sovereignty is the foundation of national dignity. Like S.Jaishankar’s The India Way, true self-reliance
is earned by navigating global storms with firm strategic intent.

Analyze whether mandatory menstrual leave acts as a catalyst for gender justice or a barrier to
women’s employability. Evaluate the need for integrated recruitment parity to prevent unintended
discrimination.

Introduction

Recent Supreme Court observations (March 2026) caution that mandatory menstrual leave, while promoting
dignity under Article 21, could inadvertently trigger employer bias. A balanced policy must navigate the
Biological Reality vs. Economic Penalty paradox.

Constitutional and Social Context of Menstrual Leave

1. Constitutional Foundations: Menstrual leave policies derive legitimacy from constitutional
commitments. Article 42 directs the state to ensure just and humane working conditions. Article 21 guarantees
dignity and the right to health. Recognising menstrual health in workplace policy therefore aligns with
constitutional principles of gender justice.

2. Changing Labour Market Dynamics: India’s female workforce participation has witnessed
significant change. Women increasingly contribute to economic activity across sectors. However, gender
disparities in wages, promotions and job security persist. In such a context, workplace policies must balance
welfare with equal opportunity.

Menstrual Leave as a Catalyst for Gender Justice

1. Mandatory menstrual leave recognises biological realities like dysmenorrhea, endometriosis,
PCOD/PCOS -- affecting productivity and dignity.

2. It aligns with Article 42 (humane work conditions) and promotes destigmatisation, enabling women
to manage health without presenteeism.

3. Voluntary policies in Odisha (additional day/month up to age 55), Kerala (ITI/university trainees) and
Karnataka (public/private up to age 52) show intent. Spain’s 2023 law aimed at feminist progress but saw low
uptake due to stigma.

4. In India, where 88% of female workforce is informal, enforceable leave could improve well-being and
retention in organised sectors.

Risks of Mandatory Menstrual Leave

1. Mandatory menstrual leave may perpetuate benevolent sexism by reinforcing biological stereotypes,
potentially discouraging the recruitment and promotion of female employees.

2. Employers may hesitate to hire or assign big responsibilities to women, viewing them as les s reliable
(Supreme Court observation, March 2026).
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3. Private firms fear added costs; informal workers cannot afford lost wages. This reinforces stereotypes,
potentially reversing LFPR gains (23.3% in 2017-18 to 41.7% in 2023-24, largely distress-driven rural entry).

4. Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights insecure employment; mandatory leave without safeguards
could widen the gendered digital divide and glass ceiling.

Need for Integrated Recruitment Parity
To prevent unintended discrimination, recruitment parity is essential:
1. State-funded models (Spain-style social security cover) remove employer cost disincentive.

2. Anti-discrimination safeguards under Digital India Act 2026 or equal-opportunity clauses penalise
bias in hiring algorithms or interviews.

3. Gender-neutral flexibility (health-first WFH, rest facilities) avoids period leave stigma.

4. Mandatory disclosure of leave policies during recruitment ensures transparency without penalty.
Without parity, leave becomes another barrier; with it, leave catalyses justice.

Way Forward

1. Enact central framework with voluntary adoption + state-funded reimbursement.

2. Integrate menstrual hygiene infrastructure (OSH Code 2020) and free products/rest rooms.

3. Launch awareness campaigns and Trust-based Health Leave pilots in private sector.

4 Strengthen NITI Aayog participatory gender audits and mainstreaming assessments to monitor hiring

parity post-policy.
5. Expand iGOT-style training for employers on inclusive health policies.

Conclusion
As President Draupadi Murmu noted in 2026, Equality is not just a legal right but a social habit. Earning self-
reliance for women requires policies that empower their health without jeopardizing their right to work.

Examine the significance of integrating water systems into India’s climate resilience strategy.
Evaluate how adopting the Belém indicators can empower India to lead the Global South’s adaptation
efforts.

Introduction

With water-related disasters dominant and agriculture emitting 40% anthropogenic methane (Economic
Survey 2025-26). Allocations for Water Supply and Sanitation declined by 15.1 percent to %2,232.75 crore in
the Union Budget 2026-27, even as climate change amplifies water scarcity, flooding, and infrastructure stress
in India.

Historical and Constitutional Imperative

1. Waterhasshaped India’s development trajectory since Independence. Droughts of 1965-67 exposed food-
import dependence, while the 1990 Gulf crisis triggered balance-of-payments shocks via oil prices.
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2. Constitutionally, Article 21 (right to life) and Article 48A (environmental protection) impose a duty to
secure water as a public good.

3. The 2019 consolidation under the Ministry of Jal Shakti and Water Vision@2047 mark a shift from
fragmented sectoral approaches to integrated stewardship, aligning domestic policy with global adaptation
imperatives.

Significance of Integrating Water Systems into Climate Resilience

Inthe 2026 climate landscape, water is no longer just a resource but the medium through which climate change
is experienced (floods, droughts, glacial melts).

1. Climate Change Manifests Primarily Through Water: Floods submerge urban economies, droughts
hollow rural livelihoods, glacial melt disrupts Himalayan rivers, and erratic monsoons threaten food security.
For Example- 2025-26 monsoon patterns showing 30% higher variability,

2. Economic Linkages: Agriculture consumes ~80% of freshwater; inefficient use and wastewater
mismanagement amplify methane emissions. Climate-resilient water systems are essential to prevent
the Climate Inflation of essential commodities noted in recent fiscal reports. For Example- Micro-
irrigation under the PMKSY improved water-use efficiency in states like Gujarat.

3. Urban Vulnerability: As seeninthe 2026 urban flood protocols, integrating Sponge City concepts into
the Amrut 2.0 scheme is vital for protecting metropolitan GDP hubs. For Example- The AMRUT 2.0
promotes water-sensitive urban planning.

4., Resilient Water Systems: Aquifer recharge, wastewater reuse, diversified sources, and climate-stress-
tested infrastructure — reduce scarcity risks, protect WASH services, and safeguard GDP. Without this
integration, adaptation remains peripheral; with it, water becomes the organising principle of resilience,
directly supporting Viksit Bharat’s economic stability.

Belém Indicators

The Belém Indicators (stemming from the COP30 transition) focus on measurable, community-led, and
ecosystem-based water adaptation. Introduced 59 Adaptation Indicators, elevating water from infrastructure
to accountability metric. Two clusters are critical:

1. Climate-resilient water and sanitation systems (reducing scarcity, flood/droughtresilience, universal safe
drinking water, upgraded sanitation).

2. Risk governance (multi-hazard early warning by 2027, strengthened hydrometeorological services,
updated vulnerability assessments by 2030).

India’s existing architecture -- NAQUIM 2.0 (aquifer management plans), National Mission for Clean Ganga
(biodiversity + digital monitoring), and Amrut 2.0 (urban reforms) -- already maps onto these indicators,
enabling swift domestication without reinvention.

India’s Potential Leadership in the Global South
Adopting the Belém indicators could strengthen India’s international climate leadership.
1. Demonstrating Scalable Adaptation Models: India’s diverse ecological regions, from Himalayan

glaciers to coastal ecosystems, provide a testing ground for adaptable resilience strategies. Successful policies
can be replicated across developing countries.
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2. Leveraging Digital Public Infrastructure: India’s expertise in digital governance can integrate
hydrological data, crop advisories and disaster warnings into interoperable platforms. Real-time decision-
making improves climate preparedness.

3. Advancing South-South Cooperation: By sharing technological expertise and policy frameworks,
India can strengthen collaboration with developing nations facing similar climate vulnerabilities.

Way Forward

1. Embed Belém indicators into Jal Shakti and NDMA dashboards for annual reporting.
2.  Scale aquifer recharge and wastewater reuse targets under NAQUIM 2.0 and NMCG.
3. Classify water projects as explicit climate investments to unlock adaptation finance.
4. Launch participatory hydrology pilots via Pani Samitis with decentralised data tools.
5. Lead Global South coalitions at COP31 for standardised water-adaptation accounting.
Conclusion

Water is the first debt we owe to the future. By championing water-centric resilience, India secures its own
sovereignty while guiding the Global South toward a sustainable horizon.

Why is the Indian Regional Navigational Satellite System [IRNSS] needed? Explain? Also discuss the
recent issues and challenges in achieving its full potential?

Introduction

NavICreduced to 3-4 functional satellites after IRNSS-1F atomic clock failure (March 2026). the system is facing
a critical juncture due to recent hardware failures that have temporarily hindered its full operational potential.

Why is IRNSS (NavIC) Needed?

1. IRNSS (NavIC) is India’s indigenous regional satellite navigation system designed to provide accurate
positioning, navigation, and timing (PNT) services over India and up to 1,500 km around it.

2. The primary driver for NavIC is Strategic Autonomy. India realized the vulnerability of depending on
foreign systems (like the US-owned GPS) during the 1999 Kargil War, when the US denied India vital GPS data
for the region.

Strategic Need for IRNSS/NavIC

1. Regional Precision and Urban Canyon Performance: Unlike GPS (which mostly uses the L-band), NavIC
uses both L5 and S-band (Dual Frequency) frequencies. This allows for better atmospheric correction,
providing accuracy of <10 meters over the Indian landmass (compared to GPS's ~20 meters). NavIC's
geostationary satellites are positioned directly over India, offering better signals in dense cities and forests
where global satellites might be blocked.

2. Geo Strategic Benefits: Ensures strategic autonomy by ending over-reliance on foreign systems (US GPS,
Russian GLONASS, Chinese BeiDou).
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3. Navi-Stack: Navigation systems are critical forlogistics, e-commerce, and infrastructure planning; supports
transportation, fleet management, and delivery systems. Enhances precision in surveying and large
infrastructure projects. For Example- NavIC in Indian Railways’ tracking systems.

4. Economic Indigenization: Reduces reliance on foreign technology; encourages domestic innovation in
space and electronics sectors; aligns with Atmanirbhar Bharat goals. it reduces foreign exchange outflow on
foreign GNSS services and enables value-added services in agriculture, logistics, and smart cities.

5. Social Applications:

Agriculture and Resource Management: Enables precision farming and irrigation planning. Supports
fisheries and resource mapping. For Example- Fishermen in Tamil Nadu use NavIC-enabled devices for
navigation and safety alerts.

Disaster Management: Essential for real-time tracking during floods, cyclones, and earthquakes. For
Example- Cyclone tracking and evacuation planning during Cyclone Amphan.

RecentIssues and Challenges
The system has faced persistent technical and operational hurdles:

1. Atomic Clock Failures: IRNSS-1F’s rubidium atomic clock stopped functioning on 13 March 2026
after completingits 10-year design life. Multiple first-generation satellites (14, 1B, 1C) suffered similar
failures early, reducing the functional constellation to only 3-4 satellites providing positioning data.

2. Launch and Orbit Issues: NVS-02 (second new-generation satellite, January 2025) failed to reach
final orbit due to electrical failure in the oxidiser line pyro valve, as confirmed by ISRO’s review
committee.

3. User Segment Delays: CAG 2018 report highlighted that despite X200 crore approval in 2006, user
receiver development began only in 2017, wasting satellite mission life.

4. Limited Coverage and Interoperability: With fewer than seven operational satellites, full 24x7
coverage and sub-10-metre accuracy are compromised. New-generation NVS satellites add L1
frequency for better GNSS interoperability, but rollout is slow.

These issues delay full potential: aviation, shipping, and disaster management cannot fully transition to NavIC,
while strategic users remain partially dependent on foreign systems.

Way Forward

1. Expedite launch of additional NVS satellites with indigenous atomic clocks and L1 signals.

2. Accelerate user receiver integration in all smartphones, vehicles, and wearables through mandatory
standards.

3. Strengthen ground segment with real-time monitoring and redundancy.

4. Expand applications via AlKosha platform and iGOT training for wider adoption.

5. Allocate dedicated funding in future budgets for constellation replenishment and R&D.

Conclusion

Technological self-reliance, strengthening NavIC will secure India’s strategic autonomy and digital future,
transforming it into a global leader in space-based navigation systems.
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Critically evaluate the Transgender Protection (Amendment) Bill 2026 in light of the NALSA judgment.
Analyze if shifting from self-identification to biological criteria undermines constitutional guarantees
of dignity and autonomy.

Introduced in March 2026, the Amendment Bill seeks to redefine transgender person by excluding self-
perceived identity, even as the Economic Survey 2025-26 and NITI Aayog stress inclusive growth. Narrowing
definitions may create new barriers to accessing social welfare.

Transgender Protection (Amendment) Bill 2026

By replacing self-identification with biological and medical criteria, it raises critical constitutional, legal, and
socio-political concerns, especially in light of the landmark NALSA v. Union of India (2014) judgment.

NALSA Judgment: Constitutional Foundation
The NALSA (2014) judgment established a progressive rights-based framework.

1. Recognition of Gender Identity as a Fundamental Right: In National Legal Services Authority v.
Union of India (2014), the Supreme Court recognised transgender persons as the third gender.

2. Right to Self-Identification: affirming self-identification as integral to dignity under Article 21. It
directed legal recognition without medical gatekeeping, equal fundamental rights under Articles 14 and 15, and
welfare measures.

3. Affirmative Action and Welfare: The Court directed governments to treat transgender persons as
socially and educationally backward classes. The 2019 Act operationalised this by allowing administrative
issuance ofidentity certificates based on self-declaration, issuing over 32,424 cards by early 2026 and enabling
access to schemes. For Example: Inclusion of third gender in official documents like Aadhaar and passports.

Key Changes in the 2026 Amendment

1. Shift to Biological and Medical Criteria: The Bill redefines transgender person restrictively: limited
to specific socio-cultural identities (kinner, hijra, aravani, jogta) or congenital biological variations (genitalia,
chromosomes, gonads, hormones). Excludes gender-fluid, non-binary, and self-identified individuals.

2. Removal of Self-Identification: It deletes Section 4(2) of the 2019 Act, abolishing self-identification.
Makes identity contingent upon verification rather than personal autonomy.

3. Introduction of Medical Boards: A medical board (headed by CMO/Deputy CMO with experts) now
recommends certificates to the District Magistrate. Reintroduces institutional gatekeeping.

4. Enhanced Penal Provisions: New penal clauses impose rigorous imprisonment (up to life) for forced
conversion or abduction to assume transgender identity.

Government’s Rationale
The State justifies the amendment on administrative and welfare grounds.

1. Addressing Vagueness in Definition: The earlier definition was considered too broad, complicating
implementation.
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2. Preventing Misuse: Concerns over fraudulent claims to access welfare schemes.
3. Protecting Biologically Vulnerable Groups: Focus on individuals facing involuntary
marginalisation.

Constitutional and Social Concerns

1. Retrospective Disenfranchisement: The Bill suggests the definition never included self-identified
persons, potentially invalidating thousands of identity certificates issued since 2019.

2. Exclusion of Trans-Men and Genderqueer: Critics argue that by focusing on traditional
communities, the Bill effectively erases trans-men and non-binary individuals who do not fit into the
Hijra/Kinner socio-cultural framework.

3. Constitutional Overreach: It medicalises identity, imposing gatekeeping that violates Article 21
dignity and autonomy. Article 14 equality is breached by creating arbitrary distinctions between biological and
self-perceived identities, potentially excluding trans men, genderqueer, and non-socio-cultural persons. Article
15 non-discrimination is undermined by reverting to pre-2014 essentialist views. Economically, narrower
eligibility risks denying welfare access (identity cards, schemes), exacerbating marginalisation in informal
sectors where most transgender persons work.

Comparative and Global Perspective

1. Global frameworks (UN human rights standards) emphasise self-identification.
2. Countries like Argentina follow self-identification models without medical requirements.

This highlights India’s potential regression in global human rights standards.

Way Forward

1. Retain self-identification as primary with optional medical certification for specific benefits.

2. Reform medical boards to include mental health experts and transgender community representatives.
3. Introduce graded benefits: universal non-discrimination protections alongside targeted affirmative
action.

4. Mandate digital self-declaration portals linked to Aadhaar for swift, dignified certification.

5. Launch nationwide awareness and anti-discrimination training for officials and employers.
Conclusion

True justice leaves no one behind. Like the Discovery of India's emphasis on synthesis, the 2026 Bill must
harmonize administrative precision with the core constitutional right to self-determination.
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Examine the challenges in operationalizing India’s unified carbon market. Evaluate how balancing
'smokestack’ industrial decarbonization with 'soil' sequestration can foster climate resilience while
ensuring equitable outcomes for farmers.

Introduction

The Union Budget 2026-27 marks a watershed moment with a 320,000 crore allocation for the Carbon Capture,
Utilisation, and Storage (CCUS) Mission, while simultaneously opening the Indian Carbon Market (ICM) to the
agricultural sector.

Operationalising India’s Unified Carbon Market

India’s move towards a unified carbon market reflects its commitment to achieving net-zero emissions by 2070.
The strategy hinges on balancing two pillars- smokestack industrial decarbonisation and soil carbon
sequestration.

Understanding the Dual-Track Carbon Strategy

1. Smokestack: Industrial Decarbonisation: The 320,000 crore allocation focuses on Carbon Capture,
Utilisation and Storage (CCUS) for hard-to-abate sectors. Target sectors: power, steel, cement, refineries,
chemicals. Focus on capturing emissions at source and storing or utilising CO,. For Example-Steel plants
adopting CCUS to meet export standards under the EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).

2. Soil: Agricultural Carbon Sequestration: Agriculture contributes through Carbon Dioxide Removal
(CDR). first time, Indian smallholders are being integrated into the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS).
Practices like agroforestry, direct-seeded rice, and reduced tillage are being monetized. For Example-Pilot
carbon farming projects in Punjab and Haryana have demonstrated that high-integrity soil carbon credits can
generate 315,000 to 50,000 in additional annual income per farmer.

Challenges in Operationalising a Unified Carbon Market

India’s Indian Carbon Market (ICM), notified under the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS), aims to cover
both compliance (obligated entities) and voluntary segments. Several systemic barriers persist:

1. Verification and MRV Lag: While heavy industry uses automated sensors for smokestack emissions.
Agricultural sequestration is diffuse and time-dependent. For Example-complex, multi-year Monitoring,
Reporting, and Verification (MRV), leading to a verification lag for farmers.

2. Institutional Overlap and Double-Counting Risk: Confusion remains between the Green Credit Program
(GCP) (for environmental actions like tree planting) and the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) (for actual
emission reductions). For Example- Without a single National Carbon Registry, credits risk being counted
twice, eroding credibility.

3. Price Discovery and Market Volatility: No domestic benchmark price exists; small farmers face
exploitation by aggregators who capture 70-80% of credit value. Large buyers (EU, US) demand high-integrity
credits, leaving low-quality soil credits unsold. For Example- Smallholders may receive minimal returns while
aggregators capture most of the value.

4. Technological and Financial Constraints: CCUS requires high capital investment and technological
maturity. Small farmers lack access to finance and technical knowledge.
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5. Farmer Awareness and Access: Over 85% of India’s farmers are small/marginal; lack of digital literacy,
land records, and FPO aggregation limits participation.

6. Geopolitical Exposure: EU’s CBAM (2026 onward) and US tariffs weaponise carbon costs; For Example-
lack of export-competitive green standards.

Balancing Smokestack Decarbonization and Soil Sequestration

1. The 20,000 crore CCUS allocation targets power, steel, cement, refineries, and chemicals-- sectors
responsible for ~25% of emissions.

2. CCUS prevents new emissions at source, essential for net-zero 2070.

3. Soil sequestration (regenerative practices, agroforestry, direct-seeded rice) draws down atmospheric CO,
and builds climate resilience (soil health, drought tolerance). Balanced approach yields dual benefits:

a. Climate Resilience: Smokestack capture secures industrial growth; soil practices reduce methane/nitrous
oxide, protect 80% freshwater use in agriculture, and buffer monsoons.

b. Equitable Outcomes: Farmers earn 315,000-50,000/ha/year from high-integrity credits
(Punjab/Haryana pilots); FPOs aggregate to reduce costs and ensure fair revenue sharing.

c. Economic Multiplier: Industrial decarbonisation maintains competitiveness under CBAM; soil credits
create rural income streams, supporting Viksit Bharat’s inclusive growth.

Way Forward

1. Establish a Unified Carbon Registry: Establish single National Carbon Registry to prevent double-
counting and enable transparent tracking.

2. Develop Robust MRV Systems: Subsidise MRV costs for smallholders via FPO-led aggregation and DPI
tools (AlKosha-style platforms).

3. Ensure Fair Pricing Mechanisms: Introduce price-stability mechanism (floor price + buyer guarantees)
to protect farmers from market volatility.

4. Empower Farmer Institutions: Mandate 30% of ICM revenue for farmer training and regenerative
practice incentives.

5. Global Integration: Align ICM with Article 6 of Paris Agreement for international credit trading and
finance access.

Conclusion

The green transition must be a just transition. By bridging the gap between industrial mandates and rural
incentives, India’s carbon plan can turn climate liabilities into a sovereign economic asset.

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation March 2026

Critically evaluate the systemic inefficiencies of the university affiliation system in India. Analyze how
the NEP 2020’s mentorship model can empower colleges to achieve academic and administrative self-
reliance.

Introduction

Budget 2026-27’s ‘Graded Autonomy Grant’ aligns with NEP 2020 to transform fragmented colleges into
multidisciplinary, self-governing institutions. The Economic Survey 2025-26 identifies that regulatory bodies
often operate as mini-states (combining legislative, executive, and judicial powers) without adequate internal
checks.

Systemic Inefficiencies of the Affiliation System

1. Administrative Overload and Bureaucratisation: Universities are affiliated with hundreds of colleges,
leading to excessive administrative burden. Core functions like research and innovation are sidelined. For
Example- State universities managing 500-800 colleges often face delays in examinations and results.

2. AcademicRigidity and Uniformity: Centralized syllabi prevent colleges from adapting to local industry
needs or technological shifts leading to a one-size-fits-all mediocrity. For Example- Engineering colleges
struggle to integrate emerging fields like Al due to delayed syllabus revisions.

3. Slow Curriculum Reforms: Curriculum revision is slow due to multi-layered approvals (Board of Studies
— Academic Council), often taking years while technology and job markets evolve rapidly. For Example-
Graduates face skill mismatch in labour markets.

4. Lack of Institutional Autonomy: Colleges depend on universities for academic, administrative, and
financial decisions. Innovation in pedagogy and research is limited.

5. Quality Disparities Despite Standardisation: Uniform curriculum does not ensure uniform outcomes.
Infrastructure and faculty gaps create uneven quality. For Example- Colleges under the same university
produce graduates with vastly different competencies.

6. Weak Accountability and Incentive Structures: Affiliation renewal focuses on compliance rather than
performance. Limited incentives for excellence or innovation.

NEP 2020: Shift from Affiliation to Mentorship
NEP 2020 proposes phasing out affiliation over 15 years through graded autonomy.

1. Universities as Mentors, Not Regulators: Universities guide colleges in governance, academics, and
administration. Focus shifts from compliance to capability building.

2. Graded Autonomy Framework: Colleges achieve autonomy based on performance benchmarks.
Progression: Affiliated - Autonomous — Degree-granting institution. For Example-High-performing colleges
gaining autonomous status under UGC regulations.

3. Institutional Development Plans (IDPs): Colleges prepare long-term roadmaps for academic and
administrative growth. Encourages strategic planning and accountability.

4. Curricular Flexibility and Innovation: Colleges can design interdisciplinary and locally relevant courses.
Promotes alignment with industry and regional needs.
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5. Digital Integration and Credit Mobility: Initiatives like the Academic Bank of Credits enable flexible
learning pathways. Reduces rigidity of traditional affiliation structures.

How Mentorship Model Enables Self-Reliance

1. Academic Self-Reliance: Freedom to design curriculum enhances innovation and relevance. Encourages
interdisciplinary and skill-based education.

2. Administrative Autonomy: Colleges develop internal governance systems. Reduces dependence on
university bureaucracy.

3. Financial Sustainability: Encourages resource mobilisation through alumni, research grants, and
consultancy. For Example-Autonomous institutions attracting industry-funded research projects.

4. Quality Assurance through Accreditation: Shift from affiliation to accreditation-based evaluation
(NAAC, NBA). Promotes continuous improvement.

Challenges in Transition

1. Capacity Constraints: Many colleges lack infrastructure and faculty to meet autonomy benchmarks.
2. Funding Gaps: Rural and state colleges face financial limitations.

3. Institutional Resistance: Universities may resist losing control over affiliated colleges.

4. UnevenImplementation: Risk of creating elite autonomous institutions alongside struggling colleges.
Way Forward

1. Mandate Institutional Development Plans (IDPs) with clear autonomy roadmaps monitored by
universities.

2. Establish University-College Mentorship Cells with joint governance and shared resources (labs,
libraries).

3. Incentivise financial diversification through alumni engagement, consultancy, and skill-development
centres.

4. Replace external inspections with strengthened Internal Quality Assurance Cells (IQAC) supported by
Category-I universities.

5. Promote College Clusters for resource sharing to meet benchmarks collectively.

Conclusion

Education must liberate, not bind. Following the Radhakrishnan Commission’s vision, transitioning from
affiliation to autonomy is essential for India to become a global knowledge superpower.

Analyze the socio-economic implications of India’s dual demographic shift. Evaluate the state’s
preparedness in balancing dwindling pediatric infrastructure with the rising fiscal burden of geriatric
care and social security.

Introduction
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Unravelling India’s Demographic Future (2026), by the IIMAD and Population Foundation of India, reveals
India’s population peaks at 1,590 million by 2051 while 0-4 age group shrinks from 113.5 million (2021) to
8.6 million. Economic Survey 2025-26 also flags geriatric fiscal pressure highlight urgent dual challenge.

India’s Dual Demographic Shift: Nature and Trends
India is transitioning from a youth-heavy pyramid to a pillar-shaped population structure:

1. The Birth Recession: The population of children aged 0-4 is projected to plummet from 113.5 million
in 2021 to just 8.6 million by 2050. This suggests a massive future underutilization of pediatric and
maternal infrastructure.

2. TheSilver Tsunami: The 60+ population will double to over 20% by 2051, with the median age rising
to ~40 years.

3. Peak Workforce Wind ow: Working-age population peaks around 2041, after which the demographic
dividend tapers off. For Example- Kerala and Tamil Nadu already exhibit advanced ageing, mirroring
developed economies.

Socio-Economic Implications

1. Dwindling Pediatric & Education Infrastructure: Pre-primary enrolment base collapse threatens
uneconomic schools and teacher redundancy, already visible in Kerala’s three-decade trend. For Example-
Government schools declined from 11.07 lakh (2014-15) to 10.18 lakh (2023-24), while private schools grew
by 43,000, reflecting parental preference and distress-driven rural female LFPRrise (41.7% in 2023-24).

2. Labour Market and Economic Growth: Declining youth population may lead to future labour shortages.
Opportunity to harness gender dividend by increasing female workforce participation. For Example- Sectors
like textiles and electronics are already witnessing labour shortages in southern States, relying on migrant
workers from Bihar/UP.

3. Healthcare Transformation: Shift from maternal-child health to Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs)
and geriatric care. Rising demand for long-term care, palliative services, and assisted living. For Example-
Expansion of geriatric services under Ayushman Bharat and private elder-care chains in cities like Bengaluru.

4. Fiscal Burden of Ageing: Elderly population (60+) rises from 130.5 million (9.62%,2021) to 325.3 million
(20.5%, 2051); median age climbs from 28 to 40 years. NCDs and long-term care strain healthcare; over 80%
informal workforce lacks pension coverage, risking old-age poverty. For Example- Old Age Pension schemes
remain inadequate in many States, leading to elderly poverty.

5. Inter-Regional Divergence: Southern states age faster, increasing migration dependence and uneven
fiscal pressure. For Example- Kerala’s economy depends heavily on migrant workers for construction and
services.

6. Silver Economy Opportunity: Geriatric care, active-ageing products and senior-living can generate
employment and revenue, but require upfront investment.

Evaluation of State Preparedness
1. Policy and Budgetary Measures: Budget 2026-27 introduced Vayoshreshtha Healthcare Grant and

expanded Ayushman Bharat geriatric coverage, yet allocation remains inadequate relative to projected
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demand. Overall, the state is reactive rather than anticipatory, risking fiscal crowding-out of education and skill
investments.

2. Institutional Readiness: Geriatric training in medical curricula and tele-geriatrics pilots exist, yet primary
healthcare remains skewed toward maternal/child health. For Example- Limited geriatric wards in district
hospitals despite rising elderly population.

3. Infrastructure Imbalance and Slow Human Capital Utilization: Underutilised schools vs. inadequate
elderly care infrastructure. For Example- NITI Aayog’s Demographic Resilience Framework proposes
repurposing schools into multi-generational centres, but implementation is patchy.

4. Social Security Limitations: Social security for informal workers is fragmented; no universal old-age
pension exists. For Example- Atal Pension Yojana uptake is growing but still limited relative to workforce size.

Way Forward

1. Repurposing Infrastructure: Repurpose under-utilised schools and pediatric facilities into senior day-
care and skill centres. For Example- Kerala’s pilot elderly day-care centres.

2. Universal and Portable Social Security: Launch portable, contributory pension scheme for informal
workers linked to Aadhaar. For Example- Expansion of e-Shram linked benefits.

3. Geriatric Healthcare Ecosystem: Scale tele-geriatrics and Al-driven remote monitoring under Ayushman
Bharat. For Example- Al-based remote monitoring in pilot smart health programmes.

4. Leveraging Gender Dividend: Increase female LFPR through flexible work and skilling. For Example-
Self-Help Group-led enterprises under NRLM.

5. Silver Economy Development: Promote industries catering to elderly (healthcare, leisure, housing). For
Example- Senior living townships in Pune and Coimbatore.

Conclusion

Demography is destiny shaped by policy; aligning welfare, workforce, and infrastructure reforms will
determine whether India’s ageing becomes a burden or opportunity.

Examine the constitutional validity of Section 69A of the IT Act in the context of growing online
censorship. Evaluate if broad regulatory powers stifle satirical dissent and undermine democratic
accountability.

Introduction
Over 2,300 blocking orders issued via Sahyog portal (Oct 2024-Oct 2025) indicate that opaque content-

blocking procedures under Section 69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000, pose significant challenges to
digital trust and democratic principles.

Section 69A and India’s Digital Constitutional Framework
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1. Section 694, inserted by the IT (Amendment) Act 2008, empowers the Central Government to block public
access to information online in the interest of sovereignty, integrity, security, friendly relations with foreign
states, public order, or prevention of incitement to cognisable offences.

2. The Blocking Rules 2009 prescribe procedural safeguards — notice, hearing (except in emergencies), and
review by a committee headed by a senior bureaucrat.

3. In Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015), the Supreme Court upheld its constitutionality by reading in
narrow, precise grounds and procedural fairness, striking down the vague Section 66A but preserving 69A as
a proportionate restriction under Article 19(2).

Expanding Ambit of Online Censorship

1. Decentralisation of Blocking Powers: Earlier: Centralised through MeitY. Now: Multiple ministries
(Home, Defence, I&B) may issue blocking directions. For Example- Over 2,300 blocking orders via Sahyog
portal (2024-25), showing administrative expansion.

2. Parallel Mechanism under Section 79(3)(b): Ministries directly flag content to intermediaries,
bypassing 69A safeguards. For Example- During Operation Sindoor (2025), thousands of accounts were
blocked rapidly.

3. Compressed Takedown Timelines: New rules mandate 2-3 hour removal windows, among the shortest
globally. For Example- Platforms like Meta Platforms flagged compliance challenges, leading to automated
moderation.

4. Broadening of ‘Obscenity’ and Harmful Content: Proposed inclusion of vague categories like anti-
national or half-truths. Expands censorship beyond legal harm to subjective interpretation.

Constitutional Validity in the Current Context

1. Test of Reasonable Restrictions (Article 19(2)): Grounds such as public order and friendly relations
are invoked expansively to cover satire, criticism, and dissent. Broad terms like public order risk overreach,
violating proportionality doctrine (as evolved in Puttaswamy case).

2. Procedural Safeguards Diluted: Emergency blocking bypasses notice/hearing; confidentiality clauses
(Rule 16) prevent affected parties from knowing reasons or challenging orders effectively. For Example- Users
often unaware of reasons for takedown, limiting Article 226 remedies.

3. Executive Overreach vs Judicial Oversight: Unlike hate speech or defamation cases, 69A orders are
rarely tested in court due to secrecy and short compliance timelines. The 2026 decentralisation proposal —
empowering multiple ministries (Home, Defence, External Affairs, 1&B) to issue direct orders — further
weakens the original single-window safeguard, risking arbitrary executive action.

Impact on Satire, Dissent, and Democracy

1. The Confidentiality Clause: Rule 16 of the Blocking Rules requires strict confidentiality. This Secret
Censorship prevents users from knowing why their content was blocked, hindering their right to judicial
recourse under Article 226.
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2. Chilling Effecton Free Speech: Fear oftakedown leads to self-censorship, especially among creators. For
Example- Satirical posts flagged despite not violating explicit laws.

3. Algorithmic Over-Compliance: Three-hour takedown window (IT Rules amendment, Feb 2026) forces
platforms to over-block using automated filters incapable of distinguishing nuance from malice.

4. Disproportionate Impact on Smaller Voices: Independent journalists, regional creators lack resources
to challenge orders. For Example- Unlike large firms, they cannot pursue litigation against arbitrary blocking.

5. Undermines Democratic Accountability: When the digital public square is sanitised of dissent, feedback
loops essential for policy correction are broken. Opaque censorship erodes the social contract necessary for a
vibrant digital democracy.

Way Forward
1. Introduce mandatory pre-blocking judicial scrutiny for non-emergency cases.

2. Mandate quarterly transparency reports disclosing number of orders, grounds invoked, and content
categories affected.

3. Replace confidentiality with a reasoned order system (redacted if necessary) enabling judicial review.

4. Establish an independent appellate body for 69A orders with citizen representation.

5. Align takedown timelines with proportionality principles (e.g., 24-48 hours for non-emergency content).
Conclusion

As D. Y. Chandrachud observed, Dissent is democracy’s safety valve; preserving constitutional freedoms
requires ensuring Section 69A remains a shield for security, not a tool for suppressing legitimate critique.

Critically examine the role of Dimethyl Ether (DME) technology in bolstering India’s energy security.
Evaluate how indigenous fuel blending can mitigate geopolitical supply risks and support the
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' vision.

Introduction

Economic Survey 2025-26 and Budget 2026-27 emphasize Strategic Energy Autonomy. NITI Aayog’s Methanol
Economy report identifies DME blending as a key intervention to reduce the X1.2 lakh crore LPG import bill
and mitigate West Asian supply shocks.

DME Technology and India’s Energy Security Imperative

India’s energy architecture remains vulnerable to external shocks, particularly in cooking fuel. With ~65% LPG
imported, disruptions in West Asia expose households to price volatility. In this context, Dimethyl Ether (DME),
developed by CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory, emerges as a strategic, indigenous alternative aligned with
the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision.

What Makes DME a Viable Alternative?
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1. Techno-Economic Feasibility: DME can be blended with LPG (up to 20%) as per BIS standards. Even
8% blending requires no modification in existing LPG infrastructure. For Example-CSIR-NCL’s semi-pilot plant
(250 kg/day) demonstrates feasibility of direct cylinder filling at 10 bar pressure.

2. Feedstock Flexibility: Produced from methanol, which canbe derived from: Coal (abundantin India),
Biomass (agricultural waste) and Captured CO, (circular economy). For Example-Coal-to-methanol projects
in eastern India can integrate DME production.

3. Cleaner Combustion: Near-zero soot, SOx, and particulates reduce indoor air pollution, aligning with
Swachh Bharat and health goals. For Example-Cleaner combustion can reduce indoor air pollution compared
to biomass fuels.

4. Cost Trajectory: DME production costs ~1.8x methanol price; domestic methanol scaling can make
blended fuel competitive or cheaper than imported LPG over time.

Strategic Significance for Energy Security

1. Reducing Import Dependence: 8% blend displaces ~1.7 million tonnes LPG annually. Long-term 20%
blend could cut imports by ~4 million tonnes. Unlike point-source CCUS (320,000 crore Budget focus for
steel/cement), DME targets distributed household consumption, insulating 300 million Ujjwala beneficiaries
from global price shocks. For Example-Estimated savings of 39,500-18,000 crore annually in foreign
exchange.

2. Fiscal Relief for Government: Lower import bills reduce subsidy burden under schemes like Ujjwala.
For Example-Budget 2026-27 rationalisation of LPG subsidies aligns with alternative fuels.

3. Boost to ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’: Indigenous catalyst and process technology reduce reliance on foreign
IP. For Example-CSIR-developed catalyst ensures cost-effective production.

4. Mitigating Geopolitical Supply Risks: It diversifies away from Gulf dominance without disrupting
existing distribution networks.

5. Promote Waste-to-Wealth: Promotes coal gasification, waste-to-energy, and carbon capture sectors. For
Example-Integration with National Coal Gasification Mission. Biomass-based DME can create additional
farmer income streams. For Example-Crop residue utilisation reduces stubble burning.

Alignment with Atmanirbhar Bharat Vision

DME supports self-reliance across dimensions:

1. Technological Sovereignty: Indigenous catalyst and process design reduce foreign IP dependence.

2. EconomicMultiplier: Coal-to-DME and biomass routes create rural jobs and value addition in agri-waste.

3. Climate Co-benefit: Cleaner fuel lowers black-carbon emissions; CO,-to-methanol pathways advance net-
zero 2070.

4. Fiscal Relief: Reduced subsidy burden (LPG subsidy cut 28% in RE 2026-27) frees resources for green
transitions.
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Challenges and Limitations

1. Feedstock Scaling: Coal-to-methanol plants need massive capex; current 250 kg/day pilot must reach
1,300 tonnes/day.

2. Pricing Volatility: Low global LPG prices can undermine competitiveness without viability-gap funding.
3. Distribution Logistics: Blending hubs near bottling plants require inter-ministerial coordination.

Way Forward

1. Launch Viability Gap Funding for first five commercial DME plants.

2. Mandate phased 5% blending for commercial LPG by 2027.

3. Integrate DME into Coal Gasification Mission and National Bioenergy Programme.

4. Develop domestic methanol benchmark price with price-stability mechanism.

5. Pilotrural DME micro-refineries using agri-waste.

Conclusion

Innovation secures sovereignty, like Economic Survey insights, DME blending can transform energy
vulnerability into resilience, advancing self-reliance while balancing affordability, sustainability, and strategic
autonomy.

While Al-powered tax governance in India promises enhanced compliance and efficiency, it
transitions the administration into a realm of complex algorithmic risks. Discuss the outcomes and
evaluate the operational legal challenges involved.

Introduction

Economic Survey 2025-26 notes India’s low tax-GDP ratio (~16.3%) and rising Al adoption. Budget 2026-27
prioritises digital governance, while NITI Aayog highlights Al-driven compliance as key to widening the tax
base.

Al-Powered Tax Governance in India

Al and ML to revolutionizing tax administration, leading to significant increases in tax collection, enhanced
detection of evasion, and improved compliance. Through initiatives like Project Insight and ADVAIT, the CBDT
and the CBIC have implemented Al-driven tools that analyze vast amounts of data to identify discrepancies and
target high-risk taxpayers.

Key Al Initiatives and Results

1. Revenue Generation: NUDGE campaigns have prompted over 1 crore updated returns and generated
over 11,000 crore in tax revenue between 2021-25.
2. Asset & Evasion Detection: Al identified over 329,000 crore in undisclosed foreign assets (including

crypto) and helped detect 30,000 crore in GST evasion in FY 2023-24 via ADVAIT.
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3. SystemicTools: Project Insight provides a 360-degree taxpayer profile, while CASS enables Al-driven,
rapid scrutiny of high-risk returns.

4. Compliance & Verification: Al-driven audits (like on Section 80GGC) and automated notices based
on mismatch analysis have significantly improved voluntary compliance and tax recovery.

5. Digital Integration: The upcoming PAN 2.0 project will feature advanced Al fraud detection, moving
towards a data-driven, proactive compliance model.

Operational Challenges

1. Data Quality and Integration: Fragmented legacy systems and inconsistent taxpayer data across GSTN,
banks, and MCA-21 create incomplete 360° profiles, leading to false positives/negatives in risk flagging. For
Example-Mismatch between informal sector transactions and reported income may wrongly flag taxpayers.

2. Algorithmic Errors and Tax Terrorism: Al models lack transparency (“black-box problem”). Difficulty
in explaining why a taxpayeris flagged. Reduces trustin tax administration and complicates dispute resolution.

3. Scalability & Infrastructure: Processing billions of transactions requires massive compute power;
IndiaAl Mission’s 38,000+ GPUs help, but real-time analytics for 70 crore+ taxpayers remain constrained.

4. Over-Reliance on Automation: Excessive dependence may reduce human discretion in nuanced cases.
Automated decisions may ignore contextual realities. For Example-genuine income fluctuations.

Legal Challenges
The framework operates in a grey zone:

1. Article 14 Violation: Unequal treatment arises when algorithms flag similar transactions differently
based on opaque logic.

2. Article 21 Intrusion: Mass financial surveillance without proportionality or judicial oversight encroaches
on privacy (post-Puttaswamy).

3. Section 69A Parallel: Broad blocking powers under IT Act mirror tax nudges; lack of pre-decisional
hearing and reasoned orders breaches natural justice.

4. Data Protection Gaps: DPDP Act 2023 applies, but enforcement lags; no specific safeguards exist for tax
Al processing sensitive financial data.

Broader Economic and Governance Implications

1. Fiscal Strengthening: Improved compliance helps raise tax-GDP ratio, enabling welfare spending.
2. Formalisation of Economy: Al-driven tracking incentivises shift from informal to formal sector.
3. Global Alignment: Aligns with OECD trends on digital tax administration.

Way Forward

1. Mandate Algorithmic Impact Assessments (AlAs) with public disclosure for high-risk tax Al systems.
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2. Establish independent Al Ethics Oversight Committee under CBDT with judicial and civil-society
representation.

3. Implement explainable Al (XAI) models with taxpayer-facing reasons summaries for nudges/flags.
4. Create grievance redressal tribunals for algorithmic decisions with fast-track appeal.

5. Integrate continuous bias audits and diverse training data to prevent disproportionate impact.
Conclusion

Technology must empower citizens, not diminish rights; like Economic Survey insights, Al-driven taxation must
balance efficiency with transparency, accountability, and constitutional safeguards to sustain democratic trust.

Analyze how institutional fragmentation in urban governance impedes effective public health
delivery. Evaluate the need for structural reforms over fiscal outlays to ensure resilient and inclusive
urban health systems.

Introduction

Economic Survey 2025-26 reframes urbanization as economic infrastructure, noting that governance deficits
in Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) impair health outcomes. Budget 2026-27’s record X1.06 lakh crore health
allocation emphasizes that standalone projects must yield to system performance.

Governance Deficit
1. India’s urban governance framework remains colonial in structure and post-74th Amendment in intent.

2. The 74th Constitutional Amendment (1992) envisioned empowered ULBs with 18 functional items
including public health, sanitation and slum improvement.

3. Yet, most states have transferred only partial functions, retaining control through parastatals (water
boards, development authorities) and special purpose vehicles.

4, This creates a persistent agency problem, i.e., responsibility without authority, that has deepened over
decades of rapid, unplanned peri-urban expansion.

Institutional Fragmentation and its Impact on Public Health

1. Coordination Gaps: Water supply (state boards), sewerage (municipal corporations), solid waste
(ULBs/private contractors) and drainage (development authorities) operate in silos. For Example-
Dengue/Cholera outbreaks in Delhi, Bengaluru and Chennai repeatedly expose delayed orincoherent response.

2. Capacity & Fiscal Constraints: ULBs generate, compared to 5-8% in OECD and BRICS countries;
dependence on state transfers limits proactive investment in sanitation, vector control or air-quality
monitoring. For Example- Many municipalities rely heavily on state transfers rather than own-source
revenues such as property tax.
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3. Accountability Vacuum: No single entity is answerable for health outcomes. Master plans remain
symbolic; 65% of urban settlements lack enforceable plans (NITI Aayog 2025). Peri-urban zones become
concentrated disadvantage sites with poor WASH coverage. For Example- Suburban expansion in cities like
Gurugram and Noida has outpaced municipal capacity to provide essential services.

4. Climate-Health Linkage: Urban flooding and heat islands amplify vector-borne and respiratory
diseases. Fragmented planning prevents integration of “Sponge City” drainage with public health surveillance.
For Example- Urban flooding in Chennai and Bengaluru has triggered outbreaks of water-borne diseases.

Fiscal Outlays vs. Structural Reforms
1. Budget 2026-27’s X1 lakh crore Urban Challenge Fund and Finance Commission grants (%3.6 lakh crore
over five years) signal recognition of urban health needs. Yet fiscal flows alone cannot compensate for design
flaws:

a. Funds are often under-utilised due to weak project preparation and execution capacity.

b. Competitive project selection risks elite capture and neglect of low-capacity ULBs.

c.  Without functional devolution, additional money reinforces parastatal dominance rather
than empowering elected municipal bodies.

2. Structural reforms are therefore non-negotiable:
a. Full devolution of the 18th Schedule functions, functionaries and finances.
b. Unified metropolitan governance through empowered Mayors-in-Council.
c.  Creation of specialised urban public-health cadres within ULBs.

d. Mandatory health-integrated master plans with citizen participation via ward
committees.

Way Forward

1. Constitutional vitalization by strengthening the 74th Amendment to ensure mandatory devolution of
Health and Sanitation functions, functionaries, and finances.

2. Utilizing the Fiscal Health Index 2026 benchmarks to tie health grants to tangible improvements in
sanitation and air quality metrics.

3. Pilot “Health-in-All-Policies” urban governance in 100 smart cities by 2028.

4. Establish inter-agency Urban Health Coordination Committees at metropolitan level.

5. Mandate annual public health outcome audits tied to municipal budgets.

6. Scale participatory WASH planning through community health volunteers and ward sabhas.
Conclusion
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Resilient cities safeguard national wellbeing. Strengthening institutions, not merely finances, will transform
urban governance into a cornerstone of inclusive and sustainable public-health security.

Analyze the socio-cultural drivers of youth suicide in India, particularly 'honour-based' oppression.
Evaluate the adequacy of current legal and public health frameworks in addressing this burgeoning
crisis.

Introduction

According to National Crime Records Bureau (2022), 41% of suicides involve individuals under 30; Economic
Survey 2025-26 terms this a “human-capital loss,” reflecting deep socio-cultural pressures beyond mental-
health pathology.

Youth Suicide in India

1. Youth suicides in India are often interpreted through a clinical or psychological lens, yet sociological
scholarship, especially the work of Emile Durkheim demonstrates that suicide is also shaped by social
integration, norms, and structural pressures.

2. Incontemporary India, rigid social hierarchies and familial control often create conditions where personal
aspirations collide with oppressive norms, producing what scholars describe as honour-based suicide.

Socio-Cultural Drivers of Youth Suicide

The concept of honour suicide reframes self-harm as a consequence of systemic social violence rather than just
individual mental illness.

1. The Burden of Honour: Many youth suicides are triggered by familial and communal oppression
regarding marital choices, gender identity, or academic performance. When the "cost of non-conformity”
becomes social death, physical death is often chosen as an escape. For Example- Cases where young women
take their lives when compelled into marriages arranged against their wishes.

2. Patriarchal Norms and Gender Inequality: Young women face disproportionate pressure due to
gendered expectations and limited agency. Early marriage, Restrictions on education or employment and
Domestic violence. For Example- Suicide remains a leading cause of death among women aged 15-29.

3. Academic and Aspirational Pressures: India’s hyper-competitive education system generates intense
stress. Entrance exams such as IIT-JEE, NEET, or UPSC create high expectations. Failure is often equated with
loss of family prestige. For Example- Rising student suicides in coaching hubs such as Kota.

4. Economic and Employment Anxiety: Youth unemployment and economic insecurity heighten feelings
of despair. Educated unemployment produces a gap between aspirations and opportunities. For Example-
Eveninrelatively developed states like Tamil Nadu and Kerala, high aspirations combined with social pressure
correlate with higher suicide rates.

5.  Social Exclusion and Identity-Based Discrimination: Marginalised groups face additional structural
barriers. Caste-based discrimination in educational institutions. Stigma faced by LGBTQ+ youth For Example-
Reports of suicides among Dalit students highlight institutional and social discrimination.
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Evaluating Legal and Public Health Frameworks

1. Mental Healthcare Act (MHCA) 2017: While it effectively decriminalized suicide (Section 115), the
transition from criminality to care remains incomplete due to the lack of decentralized mental health
infrastructure.

2. National Suicide Prevention Strategy (NSPS): Launched with the aim of reducing suicide mortality
by 10% by 2030, the strategy still struggles with a physician-to-patient ratio of 0.75 per 100,000, far below the
WHO recommendation of 3.

3. The "Honour Killing" Gap: While the judiciary has taken a strict stance on honour killings "honour-
based suicide" lacks a specific legal category to hold the instigators of social oppression accountable. For
Example- Shakti Vahini v. Union of India condemned honour killings and directed preventive measures.

4. Institutional Initiatives in Education: Guidelines for counselling in schools and regulation of
coaching centres aim to reduce academic stress.

Way Forward

1. Gatekeeper Training: Implementing the 2026 Jeevan Rakshak Program, which trains teachers,
Anganwadi workers, and community leaders to identify early signs of distress and "oppression-driven"
ideation.

2. Repurposing Schools: Transforming schools into Emotional Intelligence Hubs where students are
taught coping mechanisms and rights-awareness to navigate familial pressure.

3. Digital Crisis Intervention: Leveraging the Tele-MANAS 2.0 platform (Budget 2026-27) to provide
anonymous, multilingual support that specifically addresses "honour-based"” grievances without fear of family
surveillance.

4. Legal Recognition of Honour-Driven Violence: Introduce mechanisms to address coercive family
practices linked to suicide.

5. Youth Empowerment Policies: Enhance employment opportunities and reduce structural inequalities.
Conclusion

As B. R. Ambedkar warned in Annihilation of Caste, societies denying dignity breed despair; safeguarding youth
requires transforming oppressive norms so autonomy, equality, and constitutional morality guide social life.

Critically examine the implications of excluding Scheduled Tribes from the Hindu Succession Act for
tribal women’s inheritance rights. Evaluate the necessity of a dedicated legislative framework that
harmonizes gender justice with the constitutional protection of indigenous customary laws.

Introduction

Scheduled Tribes constitute 8.6% of India’s population (Census 2011), yet Section 2(2) of the Hindu
Succession Act, 1956 excludes them from statutory inheritance rights, creating a persistent tension
between gender equality and cultural autonomy.
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Legal Context: Statutory Exclusion and Judicial Position
Section 2(2) and Legislative Intent

1. Section 2(2) of the Hindu Succession Act (HSA), 1956 explicitly excludes Scheduled Tribes unless
the Central Government directs otherwise. The rationale was to preserve indigenous customary laws under
the protective umbrella of the Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the Constitution.

2. In Nawang v. Bahadur (2025), the Supreme Court reaffirmed that the HSA cannot be extended to
Scheduled Tribes by judicial interpretation, emphasizing that only Parliament can alter this position. This
restored clarity after earlier inconsistent decisions where courts had recognized inheritance claims of
‘Hinduised’ tribal women.

Constitutional Framework: The issue reflects a constitutional paradox:

1. Article 14 & 15 mandate equality and prohibit gender discrimination.

2. Article 29, and the Fifth and Sixth Schedules protect cultural identity and customary governance.

3. Article 13 subjects customary law to the test of fundamental rights, yet courts have historically
exercised restraint in tribal contexts. This creates a complex intersection of equality
jurisprudence and plural legal traditions.

Implications of Exclusion for Tribal Women

1. Economic Disempowerment: In many tribal communities, customary succession is patrilineal,
denying daughters absolute ownership of land. Given that land remains the primary economic asset in tribal
regions, exclusion translates into structural economic vulnerability. Studies by the National Commission
for Women and UN Women indicate that women’s land ownership significantly improves household
welfare and bargaining power. Without titles, tribal women lack access to institutional credit, collateral, and
state welfare schemes linked to landholding.

2. Social and Political Marginalization: Property ownership is closely tied to social agency. Exclusion
from inheritance often diminishes women’s participation in community decision-making structures,
including traditional councils. The earlier practice of requiring ‘Hinduisation’ to access HSA protections
forced women into a false binary—choose cultural identity or gender justice—undermining
constitutional multiculturalism.

3. Legal Uncertainty: The absence of a uniform statutory framework means that disputes rely on
uncodified customs, often interpreted by male-dominated institutions. Litigation becomes prolonged and
costly, increasing dependency on male relatives.

The Customary Law Argument: Preservation vs Reform

1. Protection of Indigenous Identity: Tribal leaders argue that patrilineal inheritance prevents land
alienation to non-tribals through marriage, safeguarding collective landholding systems. In regions governed
by the Sixth Schedule (e.g., Meghalaya, Mizoram), customary autonomy is constitutionally entrenched. The
Supreme Court in Madhu Kishwar v. State of Bihar (1996) upheld aspects of tribal customary succession,
recognizing the importance of protecting community land from fragmentation.
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2. Limits of Cultural Relativism: However, constitutional morality, as emphasized in cases like Navtej
Singh Johar (2018) and Joseph Shine (2018), suggests that tradition cannot override fundamental rights
indefinitely. The persistence of discriminatory customs under the shield of cultural protection risks
entrenching patriarchal hierarchies rather than preserving authentic tribal identity.

Necessity of a Dedicated Legislative Framework

1. A Culturally Sensitive “Middle Path”: Instead of extending the HSA wholesale, Parliament could enact a
Tribal Succession Act, balancing: Gender parity in ownership rights. Safeguards against land alienation
to non-tribals. Recognition of clan-based systems through mechanisms like usufructuary rights or life
interests. The Mizoram model of codifying customary laws demonstrates how reform can occur without
eroding identity.

2. Participatory Codification: Given the diversity of over 700 recognized Scheduled Tribes, a federal
and consultative approach is essential. Anthropological expertise and gram sabha participation (as
mandated under PESA, 1996) can ensure legitimacy.

3. Advancing Substantive Equality: Such legislation would move beyond formal equality to substantive
equality—empowering tribal women as economic stakeholders rather than dependents.

Conclusion

As President Droupadi Murmu observed, development must empower the last person without erasing
identity. A just inheritance framework must uphold tribal culture while ensuring daughters’ dignity and
constitutional equality.

Critically examine the institutional and socio-cultural barriers to addressing adolescent mental health
in India. Evaluate how the integration of mental healthcare into schools and the expansion of digital
platforms like Tele-MANAS can secure the wellbeing of the nation’s demographic dividend.

Introduction

India’s demographic dividend faces a silent crisis: the National Mental Health Survey and subsequent
studies estimate 7-10% adolescents suffer diagnosable disorders, yet treatment gaps exceed 70%,
undermining productivity, resilience and inclusive growth.

Institutional Barriers: Structural Deficits in Mental Healthcare Delivery

1. Human Resource Scarcity and Skewed Infrastructure: India has fewer than 10,000 psychiatrists for 1.4
billion people, with a negligible proportion trained in child and adolescent psychiatry. Clinical psychologists
and psychiatric social workers remain concentrated in urban tertiary centres such as NIMHANS, leaving
rural districts underserved. This supply-side deficit violates the spirit of the Mental Healthcare Act, which
guarantees a “Right to Access Mental Healthcare,” but lacks robust district-level implementation.

2. Fragmented Policy Implementation: Although the National Mental Health Programme and Ayushman
Bharat's Health and Wellness Centres provide frameworks, mental health screening remains peripheral.
Referral pathways between schools, PHCs, and tertiary hospitals are weak, resulting in delayed diagnosis
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and crisis-based intervention. Further, child mental health lacks earmarked fiscal allocation, reflectinglow
prioritisation in public health expenditure (India spends ~2% of GDP on health).

3. Digital Governance Gaps: The explosion of smartphone usage (800+ million users) and Al-driven social
media has intensified cyberbullying, digital addiction, and “algorithmic dysmorphia.” While the Economic
Survey of India acknowledged youth mental stress linked to digital overexposure, regulatory responses remain
nascent and uneven across States.

Socio-Cultural Barriers: Norms, Stigma and Performance Pressures

1. The Culture of Silence and Stigma: Mental illness is often perceived as moral weakness or familial
dishonour, particularly in rural India. Help-seeking is delayed due to fears of labelling and social exclusion.
This stigma perpetuates the “quiet crisis.”

2. Hyper-Competitive Academic Ecosystem: The “coaching factory” culture surrounding examinations like
JEE and NEET creates chronic stress. Academic performance dominates school identity, marginalising
emotional wellbeing. The tragic Ghaziabad case illustrates how unaddressed stress can escalate into
irreversible outcomes.

3. Parenting Patterns and Emotional Literacy Deficit: Authoritarian or performance-driven parenting often
suppresses emotional dialogue. Trauma-informed parenting practices remain limited outside urban elite
contexts, weakening the adolescent’s first psychological buffer — the family.

Integrating Mental Healthcare into Schools: A Preventive Paradigm

1. Schools as Early Detection Nodes: Institutionalising routine mental health screening within school
health programmes can enable early diagnosis of ADHD, anxiety, and depressive disorders. Delhi’s
“Happiness Curriculum” and Tamil Nadu’s MaNaM initiative demonstrate that socio-emotional learning
enhances resilience and academic outcomes. Training teachers as “gatekeepers” aligns with WHO'’s school-
based mental health models, shifting intervention from reactive to preventive.

2. Peer-Support and Community-Based Models: The 2025 “I Support My Friends” module
institutionalises peer gatekeeping. Evidence suggests peer networks reduce isolation and promote help-
seeking, decentralising care beyond clinics.

Digital Platforms and Tele-MANAS: Bridging Access Gaps

1. The Tele-MANAS has reportedly handled over 3 million calls, expanding discreet access to youth
hesitant to seekin-person care. Video consultations (2025 expansion) enhance continuity of care, especially
in Tier-I1l and rural areas.

2. Digital platforms reduce stigma by ensuring anonymity, expand reach amid workforce shortages, and align
with India’s Digital Public Infrastructure model. However, equitable internet access and data privacy
safeguards remain essential.

Conclusion
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As President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam emphasised in “Ignited Minds,” India’s future lies in nurturing young
minds. Securing the demographic dividend demands institutional reform, stigma dismantling, and preventive,
technology-enabled mental healthcare ecosystems.

Explain the reasons for the growth of plea bargaining in India. As a result of it, explain the limitation,
challenges and remedies for Indian judiciary?

Introduction

India’s justice system faces mounting pendency over 5 crore cases as reported to Parliament. The Economic
Survey 2025-26 emphasises faster dispute resolution, while judicial reforms increasingly highlight plea
bargaining as a pragmatic mechanism.

Plea Bargaining in India

1. Plea bargaining, introduced in India through the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2005 (adding
Chapter XXI-A to the CrPC) and now formalised under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023,
remains a underutilised yet critical tool for the Indian judiciary.

2. As of March 2026, while the legal framework has been modernized, the system faces a trust and utility
paradox where it exists on paper but is rarely practiced in the courtroom.

Reasons for the Growth of Plea Bargaining in India

1. Rising Judicial Pendency: Over 5.1 crore cases pending (2026 data), with district courts accounting for
80% of the backlog, make full trials unsustainable. Viewed as a safety valve to prevent the complete paralysis
of the criminal justice system.

2. Undertrial Overcrowding: According to the NCRB, 75-77% of prison population consists of undertrials;
many spend more time in custody awaiting trial than the maximum sentence for their offence. It allows them
to secure a reduced sentence and early release.

3. Cost-Effectiveness: For the State, it reduces the fiscal burden of prolonged litigation and prisoner
maintenance. For the accused, it cuts down on exorbitant legal fees and the snail-paced-trauma of Indian trials.

4. Victim-Centric Justice: Mutually satisfactory disposition ensures quicker compensation and closure for
victims, reducing secondary trauma. Example: compensation to victims in minor property offences through

negotiated settlements.

5. Global Learning: Over 90% of criminal cases in the US are resolved via plea deals; India seeks similar
efficiency gains.

Limitations of Plea Bargaining in India
Despite its potential, adoption remains below 0.11% of total disposals:

1. Narrow Scope: Restricted to offences punishable by up to 7 years; excludes crimes against
women/children and socio-economic offences.
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2. No Immunity from Stigma: Even after a plea bargain, the accused is formally convicted, unlike
compounding where acquittal is possible. This creates long-term social stigma.

3. Limited Awareness: Many litigants and lawyers lack awareness of the procedure and benefits.

4. Institutional Hesitation: Judges and prosecutors sometimes hesitate to encourage plea deals due to fear
of allegations of leniency or corruption.

5. Limited Applicability: Not suitable for complex white-collar or organised crime cases requiring detailed
evidence.

Challenges in Implementation

1. Low Trust in Negotiated Justice: Accused persons often prefer a trial hoping for acquittal due to low
conviction rates. Accused fear that pleading guilty may be used against them if bargaining fails, despite
statutory confidentiality.

2. Prosecutorial Reluctance: Prosecutors avoid negotiated settlements fearing accusations of collusion
or corruption.

3. Timing Issues: Pleas are often moved late, after charges are framed, reducing efficiency gains.
4. Weak Negotiation Infrastructure: Litigants, lawyers, and even judges lack training on negotiated
justice.

Remedies and Way Forward

1. Malimath Committee (2003): Introduce plea bargaining for offences punishable up to 7 years to
reduce backlog.

2. Law Commission of India (154th Report, 1996): Statutory framework for plea bargaining to
expedite criminal trials.

3. Justice Malimath Committee: Allow plea bargaining in all cases except socio-economic offences and
crimes against women/children.

4. NITI Aayog (Justice Delivery Index, 2026): Expand pre-charge bargaining and incentivise
prosecutors for successful negotiated settlements.

5. Attorney General’s 2026 Protocol: Mandate early plea hearings before charge framing and create
neutral mediation cells for negotiations.

6. Legal Health Index: As proposed in 2026, implementing an index to track the "Ease of Justice," where
courts are incentivized to move minor cases toward Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) including plea
bargaining.

Conclusion

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation March 2026

Justice delayed is not just justice denied, it is a violation of the soul of the Constitution. Like the Malimath
Committee envisioned, plea bargaining must evolve from a legal alternative to a standard practice to save the
Indian judiciary from its own weight.

Whatis the concept of Deepfakes, and the potential risks associated with their use. What are the
solutions to mitigate the threats posed by this technology.?

Introduction
The Economic Survey 2025-26 flags digital trust deficit as a rising concern, while Al expansion highlighted in

Budget 2026-27 underscores deepfakes as a governance challenge, threatening information integrity,
democracy, and national security globally.

What are Deepfakes?

1. Deepfakes are Al-generated synthetic media (images, videos, audio) that convincingly manipulate or
fabricate a person’s likeness and voice.

2. They rely on Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs): one network (generator) creates fake content,
while the other (discriminator) detects fakes.

Concept of Deepfakes

1. Technological Foundation: Deepfakes use deep learning models where, a generator creates fake content
and a discriminator evaluates authenticity. Continuous iteration produces outputs nearly indistinguishable
from real footage.

2.  Evolution and Context: Initially used for entertainment and satire, deepfakes have evolved into tools
capable of mimicking faces, voices, and emotions with high precision. Example: fabricated videos of global
leaders during crises creating confusion and distrust.

3. Epistemic Shift: Traditionally, photos/videos were seen as proof of truth. Deepfakes undermine this,
creating a post-truth visual culture, where even authentic evidence is doubted (the liar’s dividend effect).

Potential Risks Associated with Deepfakes

1. Political Manipulation: Fabricated videos of leaders can incite unrest or sway elections; the 2026
Netanyahu deepfake controversy illustrated the “liar’s dividend,” where authentic footage is dismissed as fake.

2. Non-Consensual Intimate Imagery (NCII): The most common abuse, causing severe psychological harm;
India reported a surge in deepfake porn cases targeting women.

3. National Security Concerns: Deepfakes can be used in psychological warfare, misinformation campaigns,
and diplomatic manipulation. In geopolitical conflicts, information becomes a strategic weapon.

4. Geopolitical Weaponisation: State actors use deepfakes for disinformation campaigns, amplifying hybrid
warfare.
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5. Financial Fraud: Rise of voice cloning (vishing) to authorize fraudulent transactions. Example:
impersonation of CEOs to transfer funds.

6. Social Fragmentation: Echo chambers reinforce competing realities, polarising societies along ideological
lines.

7. Economic and Institutional Impact: Weak enforcement of contracts and trust deficit harms business
ecosystems. As highlighted by NITI Aayog, digital trust is foundational for India’s Al-driven economy.

Solutions to Mitigate Threats
A multi-layered approach combining technology, law, and education is essential:

1. Technological Safeguards: Mandate C2PA digital provenance standards and robust watermarking
that survives compression/re-upload. Expand blockchain-based verification for media authenticity.

2. Regulatory Framework: Enforce 3-hour takedown for malicious deepfakes under 2026 IT Rules
amendments; require clear SGI (Synthetically Generated Information) labelling for satirical content. Strengthen
DPDP Act enforcement for NCII. Example: The EU Al Act requires transparency, risk classification, and
compliance audits for Al systems.

3. Institutional Mechanisms: Establish an independent Al Ethics Oversight Body with judicial and civil-
society representation for high-risk cases.

4. Public Awareness: Scale digital literacy programmes through iGOT and school curricula to foster critical
consumption (verify before you share).

5. Deepfake Evaluation Frameworks: Governments (like the UK in February 2026) are collaborating with
tech giants like Microsoft to create standardized Detection Evaluation tools to stay ahead of the latest Al
models.

Conclusion

Echoing Yuval Noah Harari, in an age of synthetic realities, deepfakes are no longer just a tech problem; they
are a trust problem. Preserving trust demands ethical technology, robust institutions, and informed citizens
are the need of the day.

Examine the principle of 'Bail as Rule, Jail as Exception' in the context of judicial consistency. Evaluate
the systemic factors leading to the overcrowding of higher courts for personal liberty.

Introduction

India’s criminal justice system rests on personal liberty under Article 21. Yet with nearly 76-77% of prison
inmates being undertrials (NCRB; India Justice Report 2025), bail jurisprudence increasingly burdens higher
courts for liberty protection.

What is Bail as Rule, Jail as Exception Principal

The principle emphasises that pre-trial detention should not become punishment before conviction.

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation March 2026

1. Judicial Origin and Constitutional Basis: In State of Rajasthan v. Balchand (1977), Justice V.R.
Krishna Iyer famously held: Bail, not jail, is the basic rule. Flows from Article 21 and the presumption of
innocence. For Example: Sanjay Chandra v. CBI (2012), the Supreme Court held that detention during trial
should not become punitive.

2. Judicial Consistency and the Triple Test: Courts evaluate bail based on: Flight risk, possibility of
evidence tampering and likelihood of influencing witnesses.

3. Exceptions in Special Statutes: Certain laws restrict bail through reverse burden provisions. These
laws sometimes dilute the bail-as-rule doctrine. For Example:

Law Restriction

UAPA Bail denied if accusations appear prima facie true

PMLA Section 45 Twin conditions for bail

NDPS Act Stringent bail conditions

4. Recent Observations: Supreme Court has repeatedly held that deprivation of liberty must follow a
procedure thatis just, fair, and reasonable (Maneka Gandhi, 1978). For Example: affirmations in Prem Prakash
v. Union of India (2023) and under BNSS 2023 reinforce that even in stringent laws like PMLA and UAPA, bail
remains the default unless specific risks (flight, tampering, or witness influence) are demonstrated.

Judicial Consistency and the Principle in Practice

1. Protection of Fundamental Rights: The Supreme Court has repeatedly reaffirmed the doctrine. For
Example: In Satender Kumar Antil (2022), the Court directed liberal bail for offences punishable below
seven years.

2. Speedy Trial and Bail Linkage: Prolonged incarceration without trial violates Article 21. For
Example: Under Section 479 of BNSS (2023), first-time offenders may be released after serving one-third
of the maximum sentence as undertrials.

3. Recent Judgement: The Allahabad High Court judgment (March 2026) by Justice Pankaj Bhatia
granting bail in 508 of 510 dowry death cases demonstrates consistency with the principle.

a. Inthe two denials, sufficient material on record justified refusal.

b.  The Supreme Court has deprecated mechanical denials and standardised rejections that
ignore the triple test. However, lower courts often adopt a “safety-first” approach due to fear
of scrutiny, leading to routine bail refusals in serious cases.

C. This inconsistency forces litigants to approach High Courts and the Supreme Court,
converting personal liberty applications into routine appellate work.

Systemic Factors Leading to Higher Courts Being Flooded with Bail Cases
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1. Adjudicatory Paralysis: Allahabad High Court alone had 12.23 lakh pending cases (Feb 2026) with 51
judicial vacancies against a sanctioned strength of 160. Judges handle multiple rosters beyond bail matters.
Consequently, trial courts delay bail hearings, forcing litigants to approach High Courts and the Supreme Court.

2. Risk-Averse Lower Judiciary: Trial courts frequently deny bail citing offence gravity rather than
individual circumstances, passing responsibility upward. Supreme Court has criticised “template bail
rejections” relying solely on the gravity of offence rather than evidence.

3. Delayed Charge Sheets and Trials: Prolonged investigations turn pre-trial detention into de facto
punishment, violating the right to speedy trial.

4. Pre-Trial Detention Trap: Undertrials from marginalized sections lack resources; Parliamentary
committee reports; many undertrials remain jailed simply because they cannot afford bail bonds.

5. Stringent Criminal Laws: Special laws shift the burden of proof to the accused. For Example: In NIA
v. Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali (2019), strict UAPA bail standards made release extremely difficult.

6. Occupancy Rate vs. Capacity: India’s prisons operate at over 130% capacity, largely due to
undertrial detention. This intensifies litigation in higher courts seeking bail.

7. Lack of Standardised Guidelines: Absence of uniform bail protocols leads to subjective decisions; the
2022 Satender Kumar Antil guidelines remain unevenly applied.

Way Forward

1. Implement a dedicated Bail Act codifying the triple test and timelines for decisions.
2. Strengthen lower court training on bail jurisprudence and mandate reasoned orders.
3. Expand use of video-conferencing and e-courts for faster bail hearings.

4. Introduce performance metrics recognising timely, reasoned bail decisions.

5. Establish specialised bail benches in district courts for minor and bailable offences.
Conclusion

As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud noted, the trial courts are the first responders for the protection of liberty. Like the
Discovery of India’s focus on a just society, the Indian judiciary must ensure that the "procedure established by
law" does not become an instrument of systemic oppression.

Critically examine the role of Artificial Intelligence in achieving 'Universal Health Coverage' in India.
Evaluate the legal and ethical challenges in its large-scale implementation.

Introduction

Economic Survey 2025-26 identifies Al as a force multiplier for India’s public health. With a doctor-to-patient
ratio still below WHO norms in rural areas, the National Health Stack increasingly leverages Al to bridge the
diagnostic gap for 1.4 billion citizens.
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Role of Al in Achieving Universal Health Coverage

Al is transforming India’s healthcare landscape by addressing access, quality, and affordability gaps essential
for UHC.

1. Early Detection and Screening: Enable non-specialists to detect diseases in underserved areas. For
Example: Al-powered handheld X-rays and CA-TB tools under increased case detection by ~16% and reduced
adverse TB outcomes by 27%.

2. Disease Surveillance: real-time monitoring of disease trends and early outbreak detection. For
Example: Media Disease Surveillance System monitors trends in 13 languages, generating over 4,500 outbreak
alerts since 2022, strengthening preventive capacity.

3. Telemedicine Expansion: Telehealth platforms improves access to specialists in rural areas. For
Example: e-Sanjeevani recorded 282 million consultations (April 2023-November 2025), with 12 million
assisted by Al-recommended diagnoses, bridging rural-urban divides.

4, Predictive Analytics: Tools like MadhuNetrAl for diabetic retinopathy and Al models for adverse TB
outcomes enable proactive care, reducing NCD burden.

5. Operational Efficiency: Al streamlines insurance fraud detection under Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY
and supports resource allocation via digital health IDs (799 million issued by August 2025).

6. Personalized Medicine: Genomic Al is helping clinicians tailor treatments for non-communicable
diseases (NCDs), which now account for 66% of India's death burden.

Legal and Ethical Challenges in Large-Scale Implementation
Despite promise, Al deployment raises serious concerns:

1. Data Privacy and Consent: DPDP Act 2023 provides a framework, but mass collection of sensitive
health data risks breaches and re-identification, especially in federated learning platforms.

2. Algorithmic Bias and Equity: Models trained on non-representative datasets can perpetuate
inaccurate diagnosis for Indian demographic groups, exacerbating exclusion of marginalised groups in
screening and diagnosis. For Example: data bias problem, requiring India-specific datasets.

3. Accountability and Liability: Black-box decisions complicate attribution of errors in clinical
outcomes; lack of clear liability frameworks for Al-assisted misdiagnosis undermines patient rights under
Article 21.

4. Transparency and Explainability: Opaque algorithms hinder informed consent and judicial review,
violating principles of natural justice.

5. Digital Divide: Uneven digital infrastructure and literacy limit benefits for rural and low-income
populations, risking a two-tier healthcare system.

Way Forward
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1. Formulating a National Medical Al Ethics Charter to define accountability and ensure Explainable Al
(XAI) in clinical settings.

2. Mandate Algorithmic Impact Assessments with public disclosure for all health Al deployments.

3. Establishing Health-Al Sandboxes to test algorithms on diverse Indian datasets before rural
deployment.

4, Integrate Al literacy into medical curricula and launch nationwide digital health awareness campaigns.
Conclusion

Technology must have a heart. For India, Al in healthcare is not just a luxury of the elite but a necessity for the
marginalized to realize their Right to Health under Article 21.

What are the different elements of multi-domain Nuclear Deterrence Capability of India? Keeping in
view the challenges in multi-domain examine the extent to which India has successfully developed a
comprehensive nuclear deterrence policy.

Introduction

Rising tensions with China and regional instability demand credible deterrence. With a X7.85-lakh-crore
defence outlay in 2026-27, India is strengthening nuclear and multi-domain capabilities to sustain strategic
stability and credible minimum deterrence.

Strategic Doctrinal Foundations

1. Credible Minimum Deterrence (CMD): India maintains only the nuclear capability necessary to
impose unacceptable damage on an adversary.

2. No First Use (NFU) Doctrine: Nuclear weapons are reserved for retaliation, reinforcing responsible
nuclear behaviour.

3. Massive Retaliation Principle: Any nuclear attack against India or its forces would trigger massive
retaliation.

4. Political Control: The Nuclear Command Authority (NCA) ensures civilian leadership and
institutionalised control over nuclear use.

Elements of India’s Multi-Domain Nuclear Deterrence Capability

1. Land: Agni series (Agni-I to Agni-V) provides ranges covering regional threats; Agni-V with MIRV
technology enhances penetration against missile defences, the backbone of India’s deterrence posture.

2. Sea: SSBN fleet like INS Arihant and Arighaat SSBNs with K-15 and K-4 SLBMs ensure survivable
second-strike; planned INS Aridhaman will strengthen this leg and enhance survivability and second-
strike capability.

3. Air: Strategic bombers like Mirage 2000, Jaguar, and Su-30MKI deliver nuclear gravity bombs and
stand-off weapons, offering flexible response options.

4. Space: Use of the GSAT-7 series (Rukmini) for secure communication and NavIC for precision
guidance. Anti-Satellite (ASAT) capability acts as a deterrent against orbital interference.

5. Cyber: Defence Cyber Agency (DCA), focuses on protecting the Nuclear Command Authority (NCA)
from Cyber-Nuclear strikes that could disable command-and-control (C2) systems.
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6. Command and Control: Nuclear Command Authority (NCA) with Political Council (PM-headed) and
Executive Council ensures civilian supremacy and strict NFU adherence.

7. Emerging Domains: Integration of cyber, space, and electronic warfare capabilities supports ISR,
C4ISR networks, and protection of nuclear assets.

8. Integrated Battlefield Networks: Digitalisation of warfare shortens “kill chains” and improves
command efficiency.

Enabling Layers of Multi-Domain Deterrence

1. C4ISR Networks: Command, Control, Communications, Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance systems enable real-time battlefield awareness.

2. Deep-Strike Capability: Integration of missiles, drones and aircraft enables strikes against enemy
logistics and infrastructure.

3. Conventional Strike Layer: Tanks, artillery and infantry vehicles dominate frontline battles.

4. Logistics and Infrastructure: Supply chains, forward bases and transport networks sustain
prolonged conflict.

Extent of India’s Success in Building a Comprehensive Nuclear Deterrence Policy

1. Credible Second-Strike (High Success): The induction of the third SSBN, INS Aridhaman, in 2026
ensures that India has a continuous sea-based deterrent. This fulfills the core doctrinal requirement of
surviving a first strike to inflict unacceptable damage.

2. Doctrinal Adaptability (Moderate Success): India maintains a strict NFU but has qualified it to
include retaliation against Chemical and Biological attacks. However, a clear public doctrine on Cyber-
Nuclear or Counter-Space deterrence is still missing, leading to strategic ambiguity.

3. Technological Sovereignty (Improving): Success in MIRV technology (Mission Divyastra) and
indigenous SSBNs shows high maturity. However, reliance on foreign platforms (Rafales, Sukhois) for
the air leg remains a long-term strategic vulnerability.

4. Shift to Intelligent Warfare (Ongoing): As emphasized by CDS Gen Anil Chauhan in February 2026,
the shift from Multi-Domain Operations (MDO) to All Realm All Domain Operations (ARADO) indicates
that India is successfully identifying the need for cognitive and synthetic deterrence.

Challenges in Multi-Domain Deterrence

1. The Attribution Problem: In the cyber and space domains, identifying the origin of an attack
(spoofing or jamming) is difficult. This complicates the NFU posture, as India must decide if a non-kinetic
disabling of its nukes warrants a kinetic nuclear response.

24 Capability Gap with China: PLA’s superior missile inventory, rapid production, and C4ISR edge;
Hypersonic Glide Vehicles (HGVs) and Fractional Orbital Bombardment Systems (FOBS) that can bypass
traditional Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD).

3. Command & Control (C2) Integration: Merging the three services under the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) into an integrated theatre model is ongoing (MITRA 2026 seminar). Ensuring fail-safe communication
across domains during a high-intensity conflict remains a complex task.

4. Geopolitical Pressure: Dual-front threats (China-Pakistan) demand balanced posture without triggering
arms race or escalation.
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Way Forward

1. Accelerate indigenous production of Agni-VI, K-5 SLBMs, and MIRV systems.

2. Strengthen C4ISR networks with indigenous satellites and cyber defences.

3. Complete theatreisation with integrated command structures for multi-domain operations.
4. Increase private sector participation in defence R&D via iDEX and strategic partnerships.

5. Maintain diplomatic engagement to manage escalation risks while modernising forces.
Conclusion

Transitioned from a symbolic deterrent to a functional multi-domain force, the future of India’s deterrence lies
inits ability to secure its Digital and Orbital flanks. As the Vision@2047 document suggests, the goal is to ensure
that no adversary can disable India’s will to retaliate through any domain.

Evaluate India’s 2035 climate targets as a commitment to ‘Climate Multilateralism’ amidst global
retrenchment. Analyze the challenges in balancing aggressive non-fossil capacity with energy security
needs.

Introduction

Amid global climate uncertainty, India’s 2035 targets 47% emissions-intensity reduction and 60% non-fossil
power capacity, signal commitment to multilateral climate governance while balancing development priorities
and energy security in a rapidly growing economy.

India’s 2035 Climate Targets
Progressive Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC)

1. Emissions-Intensity Reduction: India aims to cut emissions intensity of GDP by 47% from 2005
levels by 2035, strengthening earlier commitments.

2. Expansion of Non-Fossil Capacity: Target of 60% installed electricity capacity from non-fossil
sources by 2035, up from 50% target for 2030.

3. Carbon Sink Creation: Additional 3.5-4 billion tonnes CO, equivalent carbon sink through forest and
tree cover expansion.

4. Long-Term Net-Zero Goal: Alignment with India’s commitment to achieve net-zero emissions by
2070.

5. Lifestyle-based Climate Action: Promotion of LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) approach
encouraging sustainable consumption.

Commitment to Climate Multilateralism Amid Global Retrenchment
India’s 2035 targets represent a deliberate reaffirmation of multilateralism:

1. Progressive Ambition: 47% emissions intensity cut (up from 45%) and 60% non-fossil capacity (up
from 50%) demonstrate incremental but credible enhancement, countering developed nations’ backsliding.
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2. Equity and CBDR: By maintaining intensity-based targets rather than absolute reductions, India
protects development space while contributing to global efforts, consistent with Article 21 (right to life) and
sustainable development principles.

3. Leadership in Global South: Amid US retrenchment and EU’s CBAM pressures, India’s targets signal
reliability, strengthening its voice in forums like G20 and BASIC.

4. Adaptation Focus: Emphasis on carbon sinks (3.5-4 GtCO,e) and resilience aligns with Paris
Agreement’s balanced mitigation-adaptation approach, addressing vulnerabilities of the Global South.

Progress Achieved in India’s Climate Transition

1. Renewable Energy Expansion: Non-fossil installed capacity reached over 50% of total power
capacity by 2025, ahead of schedule. Expansion of solar parks and offshore wind initiatives supports energy
diversification.

2. Emissions Reduction Trends: India has already reduced emissions intensity by 36% between 2005
and 2020. Programs such as LED distribution and energy-efficient appliances reduced carbon footprint.

3. Forest and Carbon Sink Expansion: Ecosystem restoration and tree-planting programs have created
over 2.29 billion tonnes of carbon sink since 2005. Forest restoration enhances biodiversity and climate
adaptation capacity.

Challenges in Balancing Non-Fossil Capacity with Energy Security
Rapid scaling to 60% non-fossil capacity (projected ~673 GW by 2035) faces structural constraints:

1. Intermittency and Grid Stability: Solar and wind variability requires massive storage and flexible
baseload (coal/nuclear/hydrogen), risking blackouts during peak demand.

2. Import Dependence: Critical minerals (lithium, cobalt) for batteries remain China-dominated,
exposing supply chains to geopolitical risks.

3. Land and Social Conflicts: Large renewable projects face acquisition issues and local resistance,
delaying deployment.
4. Economic Trade-offs: Aggressive renewable push may strain finances amid fiscal consolidation

targets; coal phase-down risks stranded assets and job losses in coal-dependent regions.

5. Geopolitical Volatility: West Asia instability (Hormuz disruptions) threatens fossil fuel imports,
making diversified baseload critical.

Way Forward
1. Accelerate pumped storage and green hydrogen projects for grid stability.

2. Secure diversified critical mineral supplies through Mineral Security Partnership and overseas
acquisitions.

3. Integrate land-use planning with renewable deployment via participatory models.
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4. Provide just transition support for coal regions through skill development and alternative livelihoods.
5. Strengthen international climate finance advocacy for technology transfer and concessional funding.
Conclusion

India does notjust follow global standards; set them. The 2035 targets represent Strategic Autonomy in climate
policy, balancing the Need of the Nation with the Health of the Planet through indigenous innovation.

While India’s Western and Southern states have transitioned towards high-value services and
manufacturing, the Northern and Eastern heartlands remain tethered to agrarian dependencies.
Discuss the role of Structural Transformation in widening the North-South economic divide.

Introduction

Southern and Western states contribute 37% of factories and 33% formal employment (Economic Survey
2025-26); Budget 2026-27’s industrial push and NITI Aayog’s Regional Development Report highlight
structural transformation widening North-South per capita income gap to 300%.

The Mechanics of the Divide
The Services Leap (South & West)

1. States like Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra bypassed a robust industrial phase to become
global service hubs. By 2026, services contribute over 60% of India's GVA, with high-tech sectors like Al and
Fintech concentrated in Southern clusters.

2. Southern/Western states (Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Gujarat) show declining agricultural
GDP share and rising manufacturing/services (Apple’s ecosystem in Tamil Nadu, semiconductor projects in
Gujarat). Example: Bengaluru IT hub, Chennai auto cluster, Hyderabad pharma hub.

The Agrarian Trap (North & East)

1. In states like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, agriculture remains the primary employer for over 50% of the
workforce, yet its contribution to GSDP is disproportionately low.

2. Northern/Eastern states remains with low industrialisation and high informal employment along with
subsistence farming, low productivity agriculture and small landholdings.

38 Weak manufacturing base (Bihar industry gap), infrastructure deficit, poor logistics networks (freight
bottlenecks) led to limited Industrialisation and lower per capita income. Example: Per capitaincome in Andhra
Pradesh is four times that of Bihar, projected to widen to 4.5 times by decade-end.

4. Freight Equalisation Policy (1952-1993), severely hindered industrialization in resource-rich eastern
states (Bihar, West Bengal, Odisha) while fueling rapid development in coastal and western states
(Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu)

Role of Structural Transformation in Widening the Divide
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1. Agglomeration Economies and the First-Mover Advantage: Southern states leveraged their coastal
access and early investments in technical education to attract FDL Once a tech hub like Bengaluru or a
manufacturing hub like Chennai is established, it creates a virtuous cycle of talent and capital, leaving the inland
North at a competitive disadvantage.

2. The Graduate Paradox and Skill Concentration: As per the State of Working India (SWI) 2026 report,
there is a severe geographic mismatch in human capital:

o  Southern states host elite technical institutions and R&D centers, producing industry-ready
graduates for high-value services.

© Northern states often produce generalist graduates who focus on public service exams due
to alackoflocal private-sector demand, leading to 40% youth unemploymentin some regions.

3. Premature Deindustrialization: India's structural transformation skipped a labor-intensive
manufacturing phase. The Western and Southern states moved straight to capital-intensive manufacturing
(Auto, Electronics) and services. This Missing Middle; no low-skill factory jobs for the millions of agricultural
workers in the North and East to transition into, forcing them into the low-productivity informal service sector
(delivery, construction).

Regional Economic Disparities

Region Primary Economic |Per Capita Income |Key Challenge
Driver Status

South/West Services, High-Tech Mfg  [High (3-4x of National |Urban overcrowding, high cost of
Avg) living

North/East Subsistence Agriculture Low (Below National |[Stalled transformation, distress
Avg) migration

Way Forward

1. Accelerate industrial policy in lagging states through targeted PLI schemes and infrastructure

corridors.

2. Invest heavily in skill development and education in northern/eastern regions to build human capital.

3. Promote “digressive proportionality” in delimitation to balance population and economic contribution.

4. Foster inter-state cooperation through cooperative federalism mechanisms for technology and

investment sharing.
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5. Launch a National Structural Transformation Mission with time-bound targets for regional
convergence.

Conclusion

As economist Amartya Sen emphasised in Development as Freedom, equitable development requires
expanding capabilities; balanced structural transformation across regions remains essential for India’s
inclusive growth and national cohesion.

India is transitioning from a 'deficiency-led’ to an 'excess-led' health crisis. Discuss the challenges of
managing the Double Burden of Malnutrition where stunting and obesity coexist.

Introduction

India records 120% rise in childhood obesity over 15 years alongside persistent stunting (Economic Survey
2025-26); Budget 2026-27’s nutrition push and NITI Aayog’s Nutrition Strategy 2030 highlight the double
burden straining public health systems.

Economic Implications

The World Obesity Federation 2026 estimates that obesity-related health costs currently drain nearly 1% of
India’s GDP. If left unmanaged, this could rise to 2.5% by 2060, cancelling out the economic gains from our
demographic dividend.

The Paradox: Coexistence of Stunting and Obesity
In India, the DBM exists at three levels:

1. Individual Level: A single child can be stunted but obese, short in height due to early-life
undernutrition but with excess weight due to high-calorie, nutrient-poor diets.

2. Household Level: A stunted child and an overweight mother/father often coexist in the same family.

3. Population Level: Rising obesity rates in urban and rural areas alongside persistent stunting in
vulnerable communities (SC/ST/Tribal groups).

Food System and Dietary Transition Challenges

1. Growth of Ultra-Processed Foods: Rapid expansion and increased consumption of HFSS ultra-
processed foods (UPFs) and trans-fats, contributing obesity (instant noodles). Example: A study by Indian
Council for Research on International Economic Relations highlights strong growth in India’s processed food
market.

2. Cheap Unhealthy Calories: Unhealthy foods are often cheaper and more accessible than nutritious
alternatives, creating a structural bias toward unhealthy diets (samosa snacks).

3. Changing Consumption Patterns: Urbanisation and globalization have reshaped food habits toward
convenience foods and restaurant culture (food delivery apps).

Lifestyle and Urbanisation Challenges
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1. Sedentary Lifestyle: Technological change and service-sector employment have reduced physical
activity, increasing obesity risk among youth and adults (office desk work).

2. Urban Built Environment: Lack of parks, playgrounds and pedestrian infrastructure discourages
physical activity, particularly among children (urban apartments).

Public Health and Epidemiological Challenges

1. Rising NCD’s and Intergenerational Risk: Nutritional deficits in mothers often lead to "Low Birth
Weight" babies. If these children experience rapid weight gain later (due to poor quality diets), they face a
significantly higher risk of NCDs like Type-2 diabetes and hypertension by early adulthood.

Institutional and Policy Challenges

1. Fragmented Policy Framework: India’s legacy schemes (POSHAN Abhiyaan, Mid-Day Meal/PM
POSHAN) were primarily built to solve "hunger." Repurposing these to also fight obesity requires a radical shift,
from counting calories to focusing on protein adequacy and micronutrients.

2. Nutrition Awareness Gap: Public awareness about balanced diets and healthy lifestyles remains
uneven, leading to poor dietary choices despite increasing food availability (junk preference).

Strategic Solutions and Double-Duty Interventions

To address both extremes simultaneously, India is moving toward Double-Duty Actions:

Objective Initiative

Dietary Quality Shifting PDS and School Meals from Cereal-heavy to Protein-rich (incorporating pulses,
milks, and eggs).

Regulation Strengthening Front-of-Pack Labelling (FOPL) and taxing Sugar-Sweetened Beverages
(SSBs).

Urban Planning Re-engineering cities to include safe playgrounds and parks to combat sedentary
lifestyles and screen addiction.

Surveillance Using NFHS-6 and real-time digital tracking to identify DBM hotspots at the block level.

Conclusion
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As emphasised by A. P. ]. Abdul Kalam in India 2020, sustainable development requires a healthy population;
tackling India’s dual malnutrition crisis demands integrated food systems, preventive healthcare and
behavioural transformation.

Examine the necessity of a Green Urea Mission in transitioning from product-based subsidies to
result-based nutrient management.

Introduction

The Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights India’s distorted N:P:K ratio of 10.9:4.1:1, driven by cheap urea
subsidies); Budget 2026-27’s 20,000 crore Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage _(CCUS) allocation and
NITI Aayog’s Fertiliser Strategy highlight need for Green Urea Mission to correct distortions

Historical Context of Fertiliser Policy in India

e ";. m
Fertiliser Policy in / -
=2
— \

1991 Crisis
Agronomic and Environmental Necessity
1. Soil Health Restoration: Overuse has worsened NPK imbalance (soil fatigue); mission can promote

balanced fertilisation, nano-urea, and organic amendments, improving nitrogen use efficiency (currently low).

2. Fiscal Sustainability: Urea subsidy ballooned due to fixed MRP (X242 /bag since 2018) despite rising
costs (subsidy escalation); shifting to result-based management via Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) can reduce
leakage and target support.

3. Energy Security: 90% urea is import-dependent (46% natural gas imported); green urea from
electrolysis and captured CO, reduces reliance on volatile global markets.

4. Climate Goals: Transition cuts GHG emissions by over 60% by 2050 and saves water, aligning with
net-zero 2070.

Transitioning to Result-Based Nutrient Management (RBNM)

RBNM shifts the focus from selling bags to improving yields." The Green Urea Mission serves as the
technological and policy vehicle for this shift:
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Aspect Product-Based (Current) Result-Based (Proposed Mission)
Incentive Subsidy per bag produced/sold. Subsidy tied to Soil Health Card
recommendations.

Technology |Prilled/Conventional Urea (30-40%|Nano-Urea, Green Urea, and Coated variants
efficiency). (80%+ efficiency).

Goal Maximizing consumption/availability.  |Optimizing consumption and maximizing
nutrient uptake.

Data Usage [Minimal (Transaction-based). High (Integrated with Agristack and Digital
Soil Maps).

Role of the Green Urea Mission in Decarbonization
As of March 2026, the mission is central to India's Net Zero 2070 goals:

1. Green Feedstock: Transitioning from natural gas to Green Hydrogen for ammonia synthesis reduces
the carbon footprint from 910 kg of CO2 per tonne of urea to near zero.

2. Water Efficiency: Green urea production is estimated to reduce freshwater withdrawal by nearly 30-
40% compared to traditional natural gas-based plants.

3. Nano-Urea Integration: The mission promotes Precision Nutrition. One 500ml bottle of Nano-Urea
can replace a 45kg bag of conventional urea, drastically reducing logistics costs and field wastage.

Challenges to the Transition

1. High initial capex for retrofitting plants with electrolysers.

2. Green urea is currently more expensive to produce than gas-based urea. Pricing disparity during low
global LPG periods.

3. Farmer awareness and adoption of balanced nutrient practices.

4. Integrating urea under the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) regime (currently only for P & K) remains

politically sensitive but economically necessary for balanced fertilization.

5. Coordination between ministries (Fertilisers, Agriculture, Science & Technology).

Way Forward

1. Launch Green Urea Mission with phased decontrol and viability gap funding for first commercial
plants.

2. Integrate urea into NBS regime with DBT linked to soil health cards.
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3. Scale nano-urea and bio-fertilisers through PLI incentives.

4. Mandate crop-specific nutrient budgets and farmer training via FPOs.
5. Align with National Green Hydrogen Mission for feedstock security
Conclusion

As A. P. ]. Abdul Kalam emphasised in India 2020, sustainable agriculture depends on ecological balance; a
Green Urea Mission can transform India’s fertiliser economy toward resilient and climate-friendly farming.

Analyze the significance of an integrated supply chain management system for India’s manufacturing.
Evaluate the strategies required to build resilience against external shocks and heavy import
dependencies.

Introduction

Supply Chain Management (SCM) in 2026 has evolved from a back-end logistics function to a strategic national
asset. India’s manufacturing relies heavily on imported intermediates (31% of imports); Economic Survey
2025-26 notes 14-18% logistics cost as GDP drag; Budget 2026-27’s PM Gati Shakti push and NITI Aayog’s
Report underscore integrated systems for resilience.

Significance of Integrated Supply Chain Management

1. Reducing Logistics Costs: Reduces logistics costs (currently 14-18% of GDP vs global 8-10%),
improving competitiveness and export potential. For Example- PM Gati Shakti corridors.

2. Improving Production Efficiency: Ensure seamless movement of raw materials, intermediates and
finished goods across sectors. For Example- automobile supply chains.

3. Manufacturing Scale-Up: Supports PLI schemes by ensuring seamless flow of raw materials,
intermediates, and finished goods.

4. Boosting Export Competitiveness: Efficient logistics improves delivery timelines and reliability in
global trade. For Example- PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan aim to strengthen multimodal connectivity.

5. Risk Mitigation: Enables real-time visibility, predictive analytics, and alternative routing during
disruptions. For Example- Red Sea crisis.

6. Economic Multiplier: Strengthens MSME linkages, job creation, and regional development, aligning
with Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Vulnerabilities and The Import Dependency Challenge
India’s manufacturing ecosystem remains fragile due to concentrated dependencies:
1. Energy & Fertilizers: Continued reliance on the Middle East and Russia for crude and potash makes

India sensitive to regional conflicts.
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2. Electronics & Chemicals: Heavy dependence on East Asian hubs for active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs) and solar PV cells.

3. The "Single-Point" Risk: Most Indian supply chains are linear. A single disruption in the Malacca
Strait or the Red Sea can paralyze downstream production for weeks.

How to Secure India’s Supply Chains

Securing the future requires moving beyond isolated interventions toward an integrated strategy:

Strategy Action Point

PM Gati Shakti Using the National Master Plan to break departmental silos and create multi-modal
Logistics Parks for seamless commodity movement.

Domestic  Capacity|Accelerate semiconductor and API manufacturing under PLI 2.0; promote coal-to-
Building chemicals and green hydrogen for fertiliser self-sufficiency.

Friend-shoring & Alt-[Diversifying imports through the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and
Sourcing bilateral Critical Mineral Clubs to reduce Single-Country risk. Reduce China
dependence through China+1 strategy; secure long-term contracts with Africa, Latin
America, and ASEAN for critical minerals and APlIs.

Digital Supply Twins |Leveraging Al and Blockchain (under the ULIP - Unified Logistics Interface Platform
and and National Logistics Policy) to provide real-time visibility and predictive
analytics for cargo.

Strategic Reserves [Build buffers for critical inputs (energy, fertilisers, semiconductors) to cushion
short-term shocks.

Geopolitical Hedging |Leverage QUAD, 12U2, and IMEC for diversified, secure supply corridors while
maintaining balanced ties with all major powers.

Way Forward

1. Operationalise National Logistics Policy with time-bound multimodal infrastructure targets.
2. Expand PLI to cover critical minerals and intermediates with localisation mandates.

3. Develop a National Supply Chain Resilience Fund for risk-sharing and R&D.

4. Integrate supply chain security clauses in all FTAs and strategic partnerships.

5. Mandate annual stress-testing of key supply chains by NITI Aayog.

Conclusion

Created with love ® by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civil services.
Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses.

EForum[liy




Mains Marathon Compilation March 2026

The strength of a nation’s industry is only as robust as its weakest supply link. To achieve Viksit Bharat 2047,
India must transform its supply chains from fragmented pathways into integrated networks that are agile,
digital, and geographically diversified.

Analyze the WTO 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) on global trade stability. Evaluate the reforms
necessary for the WTO to reconcile Trade Wars with India’s strategic interests.

Introduction

The World Trade Organization 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) in Cameroon occurred amid rising
protectionism and geopolitical tensions; the Economic Survey 2025-26 warns global trade fragmentation
threatens multilateral stability.

MC14 in the Current Global Trade Context

The faultlines at MC14 are no longer just about tariffs; they are about the very definition of a global economy
in an era of Trade Wars.

1. The Polycrisis Backdrop: The ongoing West Asia instability and aggressive US/EU carbon tariffs (like
CBAM) have disrupted traditional maritime routes and supply chains. This has pushed nations toward
Friend-shoring, undermining the WTO’s core principle of Most Favored Nation (MFN) status.

2. The Agriculture Deadlock: India and the G33 group continue to demand a Permanent Solution for
Public Stockholding (PSH). For India, this is a sovereign food security issue; for developed nations, it
is a trade distortion issue.

3. Digital Trade & Sovereignty: The moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions
remains a flashpoint. India seeks to end this moratorium to preserve policy space for its domestic
digital economy, while the West pushes for permanent tax-free digital flows.

Major Faultlines Exposed at MC14

1. Multilateralism vs Plurilateralism: Developing countries favour consensus-driven negotiations to
safeguard inclusive global trade rules. For Example- WTO consensus rule.

2. Push for Plurilateral Agreements: Developed nations advocate smaller group agreements for faster
decision-making. For Example- Investment Facilitation Agreement. India and other developing nations argue
such frameworks undermine the Most Favoured Nation principle (MFN rule).

3. Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT): S&DT allows developing countries longer transition
periods to implement WTO commitments. For Example- subsidy flexibility. US and EU sought objective criteria
to limit benefits for emerging economies like India and China. India insists S&DT remains a treaty-based right
critical for development.

4. Agriculture and Food Security: India and G33 countries demand a permanent solution allowing food
procurement programmes without WTO disputes (India’s food security system serving over 800 million people
(PDS)). For Example- Public Stockholding for Food Security and MSP procurement. Developed countries
resisted it citing market and trade distortion.
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5. E-Commerce Moratorium Debate: Developed nations seek a permanent ban on customs duties on
digital products. India argues developing countries need taxation flexibility and regulatory space in the digital
economy.

Reforms Necessary for WTO Survival and India’s Interests

To reconcile trade wars with India’s strategic priorities (food security, digital economy, manufacturing self-
reliance):

1. Revive Dispute Settlement: Restore a fully functional Appellate Body with time-bound appointments
to challenge unilateral measures. For Example- CBAM and Section 301 tariffs.

2. Safeguard S&DT: Ensure transitional flexibility for developing economies to nurture industries under
PLI schemes without premature liberalisation.

3. Permanent Agriculture Solution: Secure binding PSH and Special Safeguard Mechanism to protect
MSP and 150 million farmers.

4. Digital Trade Balance: End or condition the e-commerce moratorium to retain fiscal space while
enabling data regulation for national security.

5. Transparency and Inclusivity: Reform Green Room consultations to prevent marginalisation of
Global South voices.

Way Forward

1. Lead Global South coalition for DSM restoration by MC15.

2. Propose a Developmental Peace Clause linking agriculture and digital issues.
3. Strengthen BRICS and G20 coordination for alternative norms.

4. Integrate supply-chain resilience clauses in ongoing FTAs.

5. Build domestic consensus via inter-ministerial task force on WTO strategy.
Conclusion

Global prosperity requires equitable cooperation; a reformed WTO must ensure rule-based trade that balances
development, stability and fairness.

The right to change faith and choose a partner is intrinsic to Article 21. Critically examine the
constitutional validity of state-led anti-conversion regulations.

Introduction

India’s constitutional democracy guarantees personal liberty and freedom of conscience. However, state-led
anti-conversion laws (Anti-conversion laws in 12 states) regulating interfaith marriage and religious
conversion raise critical questions about their compatibility with Articles 21 and 25.

Constitutional Framework and Judicial Interpretation
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1. The Supreme Court has repeatedly affirmed that the right to choose a partner and the right to change
faith are inseparable from Personal Liberty.

2. Article 21 guarantees right to life and personal liberty, expansively interpreted in Maneka Gandhi
(1978) and Puttaswamy (2017) to include privacy, dignity, autonomy, and freedom of conscience.

3. The right to change faith flows from Article 25(1) (freedom of religion, including propagation) and the
right to choose a partner is part of personal liberty (Shakti Vahini, 2018; Hadiya case, 2017).

4. In Rev. Stanislaus v. State of Madhya Pradesh (1977), the Supreme Court upheld anti-conversion laws
only to the extent they prohibit conversions by force, fraud, or inducement; voluntary conversion remains
protected.

Critical Examination of Constitutional Validity
State laws suffer from overbreadth and vagueness:

1. Violation of Article 21: Provisions criminalising marriage-linked conversions infringe privacy and
autonomy by subjecting personal relationships to state scrutiny and presuming coercion without evidence.

2. Article 14 & 25 Breach: Many laws impose higher scrutiny on conversions to Christianity/Islam while
exempting re-conversion to Hinduism (ghar wapsi), creating discriminatory classification.

3. Chilling Effect: Mandatory prior notice and police inquiry deter genuine conversions, violating
freedom of conscience.

4. Proportionality Failure: Laws fail the Puttaswamy test: legitimate aim (preventing exploitation)
exists, but means (blanket bans, imprisonment) are disproportionate. Recent Allahabad High Court
observations (2024-26) on love jihad laws note they criminalise choice without proving inducement.

The Constitutional Red Flags

By 2026, several specific clauses in these state laws have come under severe judicial scrutiny:

Provision Constitutional Concern

Reverse Burden of|Violates the Presumption of Innocence. The accused (often the groom or the priest)

Proof must prove the conversion was not forced.
Mandatory Prior|(e.g., 60 days in Maharashtra/UP). Publicly displaying a notice of intent to convert
Notice invites vigilante interference and violates the Right to Privacy.

Locus Standi of Third[Amendments in 2024-2026 allow distant relatives or even any person to file an FIR,
Parties effectively giving society a veto over a couple's private decisions.

Judicial Status as of March 2026
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The Supreme Court is currently hearing a consolidated batch of petitions challenging these laws across 12
states.

1. RecentSC Observations (Oct2025): In Rajendra Bihari Lal v. State of UP, the Apex Court flagged that
requiring pre-declaration of faith to a District Magistrate is onerous and intrusive, suggesting it may
fail the Test of Proportionality.

2. High Court Stays: High Courts in Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh have already stayed provisions that
criminalize inter-faith marriage per se, pending a final Supreme Court verdict.

Way Forward

1. Amend laws to require strict proof of coercion beyond reasonable doubt, with judicial oversight
instead of police inquiry.

2. Introduce uniform central guidelines defining allurement narrowly.

3. Strengthen awareness drives on voluntary conversion rights under Article 25.

4. Integrate inter-faith marriage counselling in family courts.

5. NITI Aayog should include religious freedom metrics in its Inclusion Index for state rankings.
Conclusion

The constitutional validity of these regulations hinges on the Least Restrictive Means test. While the state can
act against genuine coercion, blanket requirements for state approval and public disclosure of faith-change
transform a secular state into a surveillance state.
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