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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : Trade, supply chains and economic statecraft

Trade
, supply chains ,

technologya critical minerals

have become tool of power

politics and India must use

economic diplomacy to protect

autonomy and expand its

global role.

④ Late 20th century multi- ④ India's instruments of
laturalism is losing statecraft-trade agreements,

momentum ; flexible technology partnerships
bilateral I regional and supply-chain
arrangements are growing. diplomacy.

· China's curbs on rare earth exports - example of the
·

weaponisation of interdependence .
"
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

There are shifts in debate from old globalisation to strategic
globalisation . Trade is no longer about growth ; it is about

leverage , autonomy & security . India's opportunity lies in

becoming a trusted node in a fragmented world economy,
but it will work if domestic competitiveness improves.

The safest path is not isolation and blind openness , but

calibrated integration with many partners.

"Tariffs behave like sanctions , semiconductor alliances

resemble defence pacts and the flow of critical minerals

can tilt influence as decisively as troop deployments
once did ." - Shashi Tharoor

"India's future will be shaped not by choosing between

globalisation & self-reliance , but by mastering the art

of engaging the world on terms that protect its autonomy
while amplifying its ambition .

"
- Shashi Tharoor
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : India-Bhutan connectivity & economic transformation

India-Bhutan rail

connectivity can reduce

Bhutan's landlocked

constraints
, support India's

Northeast and deepen

regional integration in

South Asia.

· India's share in Bhutan's trade rose from 79 . 17 %

in 2023 to 79 . 80 % in 2024.

· The rail project strengthens BBIN connectivity and

Bhutan's access to Chittagong and Mongla ports

in Bangladesh.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Connectivity is not just infrastructure ; it is foreign policy in

physical form . For Bhutan, rail links reduce the handicap

of being landlocked and open doors for industrial

diversification. For India , the project strengthens the

Northeast
, supports the neighbourhood first policy and

adde strategic depth to the Siliguri Corridor. The project's
success will not depend on money or engineering , but on

environmental care
,
land management& institutional

coordination .

"The contemporary partnership between India & Bhutan is defined

by deep economic interdependence , institutional coordination,
environmental sensitivity and sustained economic ."

"The project acts an effective fiscal multiplier , accelerating the

developmental transformation of India's Northeast & signifies
a pivotal shift in South Asian connectivity .

"

- Sneha M .
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : India-Pakistan wars and crisis - Realism in Washington’s policy

us policy during
India-Pakistan crises has

been guided by American

national interest, so India

should not expect us

support while responding

to Pakistan-backed

aggression .

· During 1971 and 2001-02 T India's retaliation pattern

was , Indian & American grown sharper from Balakot

interests directly clashed. 2019 to post-Pahalgam 2025 .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The realist us policy : Washington supports , restrains or

ignores India according to its own interest . Pakistan

thinks its usefulness to the US gives it protection ,

but history shows this shield is neither permanent

nor complete . India's response to Pakistan has

depended on military readiness , political will, domestic

pressure and external pressure. The lesson is that

India must not outsource deterrence to us support.

"For the US
,
South Asia has been a tertiary or secondary

theatre to its larger geopolitical goals . Washington will

pursue its national interests as it deems fit .

"

- Kartil Bommakanti
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• 2025 GS III: “What are the challenges before the Indian economy when 
the world is moving away from free trade and multilateralism to 
protectionism and bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?”
 
• 2025 PSIR Paper II: “Trump’s unilateral imposition of reciprocal tariffs 
on scores of countries poses impending threat to the future of the rule-
based multilateral global trading system under the WTO.”
 
• 2025 PSIR Paper II: “Would you agree with the contention that India’s 
inclination to lean on a ‘more aggressive hyper-realist posture’ has gained 
a new momentum in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terrorist strike?”
 
• 2024 PSIR Paper II: “Bhutan has historically been an ally of India, but 
the China-Bhutan border related issues have become a security issue for 
India. Discuss.” 

• 2023 PSIR Paper II: “What do you mean by offensive and defensive 
realism?” 

• 2023 PSIR Paper II: “What are the reasons for lack of ‘regionness’ in 
South Asia?” 




