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Examine critically the recent changes proposed in the rule governing foreign funding of 

NGOs under the FCRA Amendment Bill 2026. 

Introduction 

Around 16,000 organisations are currently registered under FCRA receiving approximately ₹22,000 crore 

annually. Building on the restrictive 2020 amendments, this bill focuses on bridging legal gaps regarding the 

management of assets and personal accountability of NGO leadership. 

Key Proposed Changes in the 2026 Bill 

The 2026 Bill introduces several drastic mechanisms aimed at ensuring that foreign funds are utilized strictly 

for their declared purposes. 

1.      Creation of a Designated Authority: The government can now appoint an official with the powers of a 

civil court to seize, manage, or dispose of assets created using foreign funds if an NGO's registration is cancelled, 

suspended, or voluntarily surrendered. For Example- Designated Authority supervision 

2.   Automatic Cessation: Registration now automatically ceases upon expiry if a renewal is not granted 

in time, barring the NGO from even utilizing existing funds during the interim. For Example- Non-renewal 

clause. 

3.   Permanent Vesting of Assets: If an NGO fails to restore its registration within a specified period, its 

assets (including those partially funded by foreign contributions) will permanently vest in the "Designated 

Authority." Proceeds from any sales go to the Consolidated Fund of India. For Example- Public-purpose asset 

transfer. 

4.   Expansion of Restrictions on Foreign Funding: The Bill expands the category of persons prohibited 

from receiving foreign contributions to include any person involved in news production or current affairs 

broadcasting. For Example- Media funding restriction. 

5.   Expanded Definition of Key Functionary: The net has been widened to include directors, partners, 

trustees, and even any person with management control. These individuals can now be held personally liable 

for the organization's FCRA violations. 

6.   Penalty and Investigation Changes: The Bill reduces imprisonment for violations from five years to 

one year, while requiring prior government approval for initiating investigations. For Example- Reduced 

imprisonment clause. 

7.   Political and Federal Concerns: Political leaders in Kerala have argued that the Bill could 

disproportionately impact Christian minority institutions, which often run schools and hospitals funded by 

foreign donations. For Example- Church-run educational institutions. 

The Impact on Civil Society 

The proposed changes have sparked a heated debate between the need for National Security and the Right to 

Association. 
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1.   The Asset Trap and Operational Uncertainty: The threat of government seizure creates an 

environment of regulatory fear, potentially deterring international donors who worry their contributions may 

eventually be liquidated by the state. 

2.   Centralization and Executive Overreach: Excessive delegation, by leaving the manner of disposal 

and appellate structures to be defined later by rules rather than the statute itself. This raises serious concerns 

under Article 300A (Right to Property) and Article 14 (Equality before Law). 

3.   Personal Liability as an Intimidation Tool: This guilty until proven innocent approach (where the 

functionary must prove they had no knowledge of the violation) could lead to a leadership vacuum in the 

development sector, as individuals may be unwilling to take on the personal legal risk associated with NGO 

management. 

4.   The Selective Enforcement Red Flag: The requirement for Prior Approval for investigations is a 

double-edged sword. While it might protect some NGOs from local police harassment, it effectively centralizes 

the on/off switch for investigations in the Ministry of Home Affairs. This creates a risk that compliant NGOs are 

shielded while critical voices are targeted. 

The Government's Justification 

The Ministry of Home Affairs argues the Bill is dangerous only for those misusing funds. 

1. Transparency: It aims to prevent the shadow management of assets after an NGO's license is revoked. 

2. National Interest:  It seeks to curb the use of foreign funds for activities deemed detrimental to 

national interest, such as forced religious conversions or personal enrichment of functionaries. 

3. Rationalized Penalties: Interestingly, the Bill proposes reducing the maximum imprisonment from 5 

to 1 year for certain offenses, focusing more on financial and asset-based penalties. 

Conclusion 

Strong nations rely on vibrant civil society; regulating foreign funding must ensure transparency while 

safeguarding democratic freedoms and developmental partnerships. 

Analyze the effectiveness of the 'Security-Development' nexus in ending the Maoist 

insurgency. Evaluate how logistical dominance and infrastructure-led governance 

dismantled the Red Corridor. 

Introduction 

The Maoist insurgency, originating from the 1967 Naxalbari uprising, once affected over 180 districts. By 2026, 

security operations combined with development initiatives reduced this to 11 districts, demonstrating the 

impact of the security-development nexus. 

The Security-Development Nexus: A Two-Pronged Strategy 

1.    Security Component: Decapitation of maoist leadership and targeted counter-insurgency, dismantle 

the Maoist leadership hierarchy through intelligence-driven operations. Targeted elimination of top leadership 
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(General Secretary Nambala Keshav Rao and 12 Central Committee members in 2025), record surrenders 

(1,573 in Chhattisgarh in 2025), and operations. For Example- Operation Black Forest (2025) and Kagaar. 

2.    Development Component: Focused on last-mile delivery of welfare schemes in former no-go areas, 

breaking the insurgency’s support base. 

Logistical Dominance and Infrastructure-Led Governance 

1.    Integrated Security Architecture: The deployment of specialised, units and state police improved 

operational effectiveness in dense forest regions. For Example- CoBRA battalions and District Reserve Guard 

deployment. 

2.    Tactical Superiority: The saturation of the "grey zones" with forward operating bases (COB - 

Company Operating Bases) in core areas like Abujhmad allowed security forces (CRPF, COBRA, and 

Greyhounds) to dominate the terrain 24/7. 

3.    Technology Integration: Use of drones, satellite surveillance, and modern communication systems 

enhanced situational awareness and reduced insurgent mobility. 

4.    Digital Reach: Installation of 9,000 mobile towers enabled real-time intelligence and governance. 

5.    Connectivity Expansion: The government constructed 17,500 km of roads acted as arteries of 

governance, in Maoist-affected areas since 2014. For Example- Road connectivity programme. 

6.    Economic Inclusion and Service Delivery: Establishment of 1,804 bank branches, 6,025 post offices, 

1,321 ATMs, and 179 Eklavya Model Schools severed Maoist recruitment pipelines and reducing dependence 

on insurgent parallel governance structures. 

7.    Welfare Integration: Government schemes like PM Awas Yojana, Ayushman Bharat, and Aspirational 

District Programme reached tribal populations in remote regions. For Example- PM Awas housing scheme. 

This logistical dominance converted liberated zones into integrated governance spaces, reducing Maoist -

affected districts from 86 (2004) to just 11 (2026). 

Rehabilitation and Surrender Policies with Social and Democratic Consolidation 

1.    Reintegration Strategy: The government offered financial assistance and livelihood opportunities for 

surrendered cadres. For Example- ₹5-lakh surrender rehabilitation package 

2.    Outcome: In 2025 alone, 1,573 Maoists surrendered in Chhattisgarh, reflecting declining morale and 

organisational collapse. 

3.    Political Participation: Improved security increased electoral participation in conflict zones. For 

Example- Bastar voter turnout rise 

4.    Community Outreach: Initiatives like Bastar Olympics-2025, involving thousands of tribal youth 

including former Maoists, helped reintegrate communities into democratic processes. 

Critical Evaluation: Challenges and Sustainability  
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While the insurgency has ended on paper by the March 2026 deadline, critical challenges remain: 

1. The Sleeper Risk: Residual splinter groups may attempt to transition into urban Maoism or criminal 

syndicates. Continuous surveillance is necessary to prevent a resurgence. 

2. Tribal Rights and PESA: The long-term stability of the region depends on the robust implementation 

of the PESA Act and the Forest Rights Act (FRA) to ensure that the development doesn't lead to further 

tribal displacement. 

3. Institutional Gap: The vacuum left by the Maoists must be immediately filled by a permanent, local 

civil administration (schools, clinics, courts) to prevent the locals from feeling abandoned by the state 

once the paramilitary forces withdraw. 

Conclusion 

 The dismantling of the Red Corridor is a victory for the Indian Model of Counter-Insurgency, which proves that 

the state can win against domestic rebels by out-governing them, not just out-gunning them. 

Evaluate the evolving judicial discourse on live-in relationships in India. Critically examine 

the conflict between traditional morality and individual autonomy within the constitutional 

framework. 

Introduction 

Recent divergent rulings by the Allahabad High Court one prioritizing the sanctity of marriage and the other 

emphasizing individual autonomy, highlight a significant grey area in Indian personal law. As of 2026, the 

judiciary is increasingly tasked with reconciling social morality with the constitutional Right to Choice under 

Article 21. 

Evolution From Concubinage to Relationship in the Nature of Marriage 

1.    Judicial Legitimisation: Live-in relationships gained legal recognition through Badri Prasad (1978), 

which presumed long cohabitation as marriage. 

2.    Protection against Exploitation (The 2005 Pivot): The landmark Indra Sarma v. V.K.V. Sarma 

(2013) brought such relationships under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, as 

relationship in the nature of marriage. 

3.    Consenting Adults Are Not Illegal: S. Khushboo (2010) and Joseph Shine (2018) decriminalised 

adultery, expanding personal liberty. In the same case Supreme Court have held that long-term cohabitation 

can lead to a presumption of marriage, ensuring the legitimacy of children and inheritance rights. 

4.    Right to Choice (Modern Phase): In S. Khushboo v. Kanniammal (2010), the Supreme Court explicitly 

stated that living together is not an offence. By 2026, the Puttaswamy (Privacy) judgment has further solidified 

the idea that whom one lives with is a core part of the Right to Privacy. 

5.    However, recent Allahabad High Court rulings (March 2026) reveal inconsistency one bench denied 

protection to married persons in live-in ties, while a division bench upheld consensual adult relationships. 

The Conflict of Traditional Morality vs. Individual Autonomy 
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The core of the current judicial grey area lies in the clash between two competing philosophies: 

1.      The Paternalistic View (Traditional Morality): A single-bench order from the Allahabad High Court in 

early 2026, have refused to grant protection to live-in couples where one partner is already married. Such 

relationships are seen as a social menace that weakens the sacred bond of marriage.  The court argued that the 

law cannot be used to sanctify what society deems immoral or what constitutes lustful behavior outside a valid 

marriage. 

2.      The Libertarian View (Constitutional Morality): A division bench of the same court and several 

Supreme Court observations emphasize Constitutional Morality over Social Morality. After the 

decriminalization of adultery (Joseph Shine v. Union of India), the state has no business policing the private 

consensual acts of adults. Morality and Law are distinct, if two adults choose to live together, the state's role is 

limited to ensuring no crime is committed, not enforcing Victorian-era moral standards. 

Critical Examination within the Constitutional Framework 

The conflict is tested against three primary constitutional pillars: 

1. Article 21 (Right to Life and Liberty): The Right to Choose a Partner is now recognized as a 

fundamental right. Any state or judicial interference that forces an individual to abandon a partner 

based on morality is a violation of this liberty. 

2. The Test of Proportionality: In 2026, the mandatory registration of live-in relationships (as seen in 

the Uttarakhand UCC) is being challenged. Critics argue that while the objective (protecting women) is 

legitimate, the means (mandatory disclosure to the state) is disproportionate and infringes on privacy. 

3. Protection vs. Promotion: The judiciary remains wary of promoting live-in relationships as an 

equivalent to marriage. While it grants functional rights (maintenance, legitimacy of children, 

inheritance), it maintains a status distinction, marriage remains a sacramental/legal status, whereas a 

live-in relationship remains a contractual/voluntary arrangement. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. B. R. Ambedkar emphasised, constitutional morality must guide governance; reconciling personal 

autonomy with social stability will shape India’s evolving legal approach to intimate relationships. 

  

Compare the contributions of Ashoka and Samprati in patronizing Buddhism and Jainism. 

Evaluate the role of Mauryan kings in fostering India's pluralistic religious identity. 

Introduction 

The Mauryan Empire was a period of profound ideological expansion. While Ashoka is celebrated for his 

Dhamma-led global spread of Buddhism, his grandson, Samrat Samprati, often referred to as the Jain Ashoka, 

played a parallel role in institutionalizing Jainism across the subcontinent and beyond. He issued 33 major rock 

and pillar edicts promoting Dhamma (Buddhist ethical principles like non-violence, tolerance, and welfare). 

Ashoka’s Patronage of Buddhism 
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Ashoka transformed Buddhism from a regional sect into a pan-Indian and international faith after his 

conversion following the Kalinga War. 

1. Dhamma Missions:  Sending Dhamma Mahamattas and his children (Mahinda and Sanghamitta) to Sri 

Lanka, South East Asia, and Hellenistic kingdoms. 

2. Inscriptional Authority: Using Rock Edicts to encode ethical governance, making Buddhism 

synonymous with state policy. 

3. Architectural Legacy: Building 84,000 stupas and the Sanchi complex, providing a physical anchor 

for the faith. 

Samprati’s Patronage of Jainism  

According to Jain texts like the Parishishtaparvan, Samprati was converted by Suhastin Suri and mirrored his 

grandfather’s zeal: 

1. Temple Building: He is credited with building thousands of Jain temples (Basadis) in regions like 

Rajasthan, Gujarat (Girnar), and even reaching as far as Afghanistan and Iran.  

2. Missionary Zeal: He sent Jain monks to non-Aryan lands (like Andhra and Coorg) to spread the tenets 

of Ahimsa and Anekantavada, ensuring Jainism took root in Southern India. 

3. Social Patronage: Similar to Ashoka’s distribution of alms, Samprati established centers for 

distributing food and clothes, aligning Jain ethics with Mauryan welfare. Providing royal patronage to 

Jain acharyas and monks, enabling systematic spread of the faith. Supporting the Digambara and 

Svetambara traditions during a period of consolidation. 

Comparative Analysis 

1. Similarities: Both used royal authority, infrastructure, and missionary activity for propagation. Both 

emphasized ethical values (Dhamma for Ashoka, ahimsa for Samprati) and built monumental religious 

structures. 

2. Differences: Ashoka’s efforts are richly documented through inscriptions and archaeological 

evidence, giving Buddhism wider geographical reach. Samprati’s  contributions are primarily recorded 

in later Jain literature, with stronger regional focus in the north and west. Ashoka’s patronage was 

more public and state-centric; Samprati’s was deeply institutional within the Jain sangha. 

3. Scale and Impact: Ashoka internationalised Buddhism; Samprati strengthened Jainism’s foothold in 

the Gangetic heartland during a phase of political consolidation. 

Role of Mauryan Kings in Fostering Pluralistic Religious Identity  

The succession from Chandragupta (Jainism) to Ashoka (Buddhism) and Samprati (Jainism) illustrates a unique 

Mauryan model of Religious Pluralism: 

1. State Neutrality vs. Personal Faith: While kings patronized specific faiths, the Mauryan state 

maintained a broad "Dhamma" that transcended sectarian boundaries. 

2. Synthesis of Ethics: The focus on non-violence (Ahimsa), truth, and social responsibility across both 

reigns created a foundational Indian Ethos that persists today. 

3. Institutionalization: Both rulers moved beyond mere belief to building Museums, Viharas, and 

Libraries, ensuring the survival of Shramanic traditions through centuries of political upheaval. 

Way Forward 
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1. Recognise Mauryan pluralism as a historical model for modern secular policy. 

2. Integrate lessons of religious tolerance in school curricula and public discourse. 

3. Promote archaeological preservation of Mauryan-era sites to highlight India’s plural heritage. 

4. Encourage inter-faith dialogues inspired by Ashoka’s Dhamma and Samprati’s Jain patronage. 

Conclusion 

As President Droupadi Murmu observed in her 2026 Republic Day address on India’s civilisational ethos and 

per Romila Thapar’s Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Mauryan kings institutionalised pluralism, making 

religious tolerance a cornerstone of Indian identity. 

Artemis program has been much in the news. What are its unique features which make it 

superior to its predecessor Space Telescopes? What are the key goals of this mission? What 

potential benefits does it hold for the human race? 

Introduction 

Renewed global interest in lunar exploration is reflected in the Artemis Program, which aims to return humans 

to the Moon for the first time since 1972 (Apollo Program) and develop sustainable deep-space exploration 

capabilities. 

Unique Features of the Artemis Program Compared to Earlier Space Missions 

1.    Heavy-lift capability: The mission uses the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket, one of the most 

powerful launch vehicles ever built, capable of carrying astronauts and large cargo beyond Earth orbit. 

Example: SLS rocket system 

2.       Next-generation spacecraft: The Orion spacecraft is designed for longer missions and improved crew 

safety compared with earlier systems. Example: Orion capsule design. 

3.       Digital flight systems: Unlike the Apollo spacecraft, Orion uses modern computing systems with 

redundant flight computers and advanced navigation software. These systems allow real-time trajectory 

corrections and automated spacecraft operations, reducing astronaut workload and increasing mission 

reliability. Example: autonomous navigation. 

4.       Lunar Gateway Orbital Station: A permanent crewed outpost in lunar orbit (unlike Apollo, which had 

no orbital base). It serves as a staging point for landings and long-duration science. 

5.       Advanced Technology: Orion spacecraft (deeper-space capable than Apollo’s Command Module), SLS 

rocket (most powerful ever built), and advanced life-support systems for longer missions. 

6.       Sustainable Presence: Artemis aims for weeks-to-months surface stays and reusable landers, not Apollo’s 

maximum 75-hour stays. 

7.       Focus on Lunar South Pole: Targets water ice in permanently shadowed craters for oxygen, fuel 

(hydrogen), and life support — resources Apollo never utilized. 
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8.       International and Commercial Partnership Model: Artemis Accords (61 nations as of early 2026) and 

major roles for private companies (SpaceX Starship HLS lander) create a collaborative ecosystem Apollo lacked.  

9.       Inclusivity: Artemis III (targeted ~2027) will land the first woman and the first person of color, unlike 

Apollo’s all-male crews. 

Key Goals of the Artemis Program 

1. Short-term (Artemis II–III): Safely return humans to the Moon, demonstrate Orion and SLS 

performance, and achieve the first crewed landing near the south pole. 

2. Medium-term (Artemis IV onward): Establish a sustainable lunar presence with the Gateway station 

and recurring landings. 

3. Long-term: Use the Moon as a proving ground for technologies needed for human missions to Mars, 

including in-situ resource utilization (ISRU) and long-duration habitation. 

Potential Benefits for the Human Race 

1. Scientific Advancement: Detailed study of lunar geology, water ice, and solar system origins; 

unprecedented astronomy from the far side of the Moon (shielded from Earth’s radio noise). 

2. Resource Utilization & Space Economy: Water ice can be converted into rocket fuel and oxygen, 

drastically reducing the cost of deep-space travel and enabling a cislunar economy. 

3. Technological Spin-offs:  Advances in life support, robotics, radiation shielding, and energy systems 

will benefit Earth applications (medicine, clean energy, disaster response). 

4. Inspiration and Diversity: Broadens participation in space (first woman, first person of color, 

international crews), inspiring global STEM education and the next generation. 

5. Geopolitical Stability: Artemis Accords establish peaceful norms for space resource use and 

exploration, reducing the risk of future space race conflicts. 

Conclusion 

The Artemis Program represents a transformative shift from short-term lunar visits to sustained exploration, 

potentially enabling scientific breakthroughs, economic opportunities, and humanity’s eventual expansion 

deeper into the solar system. 

Discuss the rationale of the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme. What are its 

achievements? In what way can the functioning and outcomes of the scheme be improved? 

Introduction 

With manufacturing contributing about 17% to GDP, the Government launched the Production Linked 

Incentive scheme with ₹1.97 lakh crore outlay to boost domestic manufacturing, as highli ghted in Economic 

Survey 2025–26 and policy discussions of NITI Aayog. 

Rationale of the PLI Scheme 

1.    Cost Disability Offset: Indian manufacturers often face higher costs due to logistics, power, and high 

cost of capital. PLI provides a 4% to 6% incentive on incremental sales to level the playing field against global 

competitors. Example: Make in India initiative. 
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2.    Scale and Global Champions: By linking incentives to production (output) rather than just 

investment (input), it encourages firms to achieve economies of scale and become global export hubs. 

Example: smartphone exports growth. 

3.    Import Substitution & Self-Reliance: It targets sectors with high import dependency, such as Bulk 

Drugs (APIs) and Semiconductors, to ensure national security and supply chain resilience. Example: bulk drug 

imports. 

4.    Investment catalyst: The scheme attracts both domestic and foreign investors by linking incentives 

to performance. Example: FDI inflows in electronics. This also promotes technology transfer and advanced 

manufacturing capabilities. 

5.    Labour-intensive growth: Manufacturing expansion generates large-scale employment. Example: 

Foxconn Chennai plant. PLI-led industrial clusters are emerging in states such as Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and 

Andhra Pradesh. 

Achievements of the PLI Scheme 

According to the Economic Survey 2025-26 and recent Ministry of Commerce data, the scheme has hit several 

key milestones: 

Metric Achievement Status (as of Q1 2026) 

Realized Investment Over ₹2.16 lakh crore (exceeding initial targets). 

Incremental 

Production/Sales 

Surpassed ₹20.41 lakh crore. 

Employment Generation Created approximately 14.39 lakh jobs (Direct & Indirect). 

Export Growth Exports exceeded ₹8.2 lakh crore, driven by Electronics and Pharma. 

Flagship Success India is now the 2nd largest mobile phone manufacturer globally. 

Pharmaceuticals India shifted from a net importer to a net exporter of bulk drugs in FY 2024-25, 

with an 83% domestic value addition. 

Electronics Mobile phone production surged tenfold over the last decade, reaching ₹5.5 

lakh crore in FY25. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Despite its successes, the scheme faces implementation hurdles that require recalibration: 

1.    Enhancing Domestic Value Addition: While assembly (e.g., smartphones) has scaled, the core 

components (semiconductors, displays) are still largely imported. The proposed PLI 2.0 should offer higher 

incentive slabs for component manufacturing rather than just final assembly. 

2.    Supporting MSMEs: The high investment thresholds of the original scheme often excluded Small and 

Medium Enterprises. Creating Mini-PLI sub-schemes with lower entry barriers or Cluster-based incentives to 

integrate MSMEs into the global value chain. 

3.    Administrative and Disbursement Ease: Bureaucratic delays in verifying incremental sales have led 

to slow incentive payouts in some sectors. Moving to a Digital Claims Settlement system with "Deemed 

Approval" for verified green-channel companies to improve cash flow. 

4.    Shift to Result-Based Skill Development: The tech-heavy nature of PLI sectors (Advanced Chemistry 

Cells, Solar PV) requires specialized labor. Aligning PLI incentives with mandatory In-house Training & Skill 

Certification to ensure the workforce evolves with Industry 4.0.  

Conclusion 

As emphasised by former President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in India 2020, technological strength and 

manufacturing capability are essential for national prosperity; the PLI scheme represents a decisive step 

toward that vision. 

Analyze the impact of ‘Oil Shocks’ and ‘El Nino’ on India’s inflation targeting. Evaluate the 

challenges they pose to RBI’s monetary policy. 

Introduction 

In 2026, India’s inflation trajectory remains highly sensitive to Supply-side Shocks. The convergence of 

geopolitical volatility (Oil) and climate variability (El Nino) creates a Twin-Headwind/Double Whammy 

scenario, testing the resilience of the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework. 

Oil Shocks and Imported Inflation Transmission 

1.    Energy Price Channel: India imports 85% of crude, making domestic inflation highly sensitive to 

global energy volatility. A spike in crude prices quickly raises petrol, diesel and LPG prices, creating cost-push 

inflation across the economy. Example: a $10/barrel rise adds $13-14 billion to the import bill. 

2.    Production Cost Escalation: Oil is a universal intermediate input affecting transport, fertilizers, and 

manufacturing. Brent crude near $110–140/barrel raises transport, fertiliser, and power costs, transmitting 

into WPI and CPI. Example: transport inflation, fertilizer costs. 

3.    External Sector Pressure: Widens Current Account Deficit (potentially to 2% of GDP) and pressures 

the rupee. Studies by NITI Aayog energy outlook suggest oil price spikes significantly weaken macroeconomic 

stability. Example: import bill rise, CAD widening. 
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Impact of El Nino 

1.    Monsoon Deficiency: El Nino typically weaken the Indian summer monsoon, affecting Kharif crops 

such as rice, pulses, and oilseeds. Reduced agricultural output leads to supply shortages and rising food prices. 

Example: disrupts monsoon rainfall, directly hitting agriculture (46% weight in CPI). 

2.    Food CPI Weightage: Food items contribute nearly 46% weight in India’s CPI basket. Extreme El Nino 

could push inflation to 6.0–9.8% even at moderate oil prices (HSBC Forecast). Example: vegetable inflation, 

pulse shortages 

3.    Rural Income Impact: Poor harvests reduce rural incomes and agricultural productivity, weakening 

rural consumption while prices remain elevated, creating stagflationary pressure. Example: farm income fall, 

rural demand slowdown. 

Combined Shock the Double Inflation Trap 

1.    Cost-Push + Food Inflation: Simultaneous oil shocks and El Nino create a double inflationary shock, 

higher energy costs raise production expenses while food shortages push retail inflation. Example: oil-food 

spiral, supply disruptions 

2.    Supply-Side Inflation: Unlike demand-driven inflation, these shocks originate from external and 

climatic factors, making them harder to control through traditional monetary tools. Example: supply shocks, 

global volatility 

Challenges to RBI’s Monetary Policy  

The twin shocks severely test the Flexible Inflation Targeting framework: 

1. Supply vs Demand Mismatch: Rate hikes cannot resolve supply disruptions but raise borrowing 

costs, risking slower growth and higher EMIs.  

2. Credibility Risk: Persistent supply-driven inflation above 6% erodes anchoring of expectations. 

3. Policy Trade-off: Tightening may hurt investment; accommodation risks de-anchoring. 

4. Fiscal-Monetary Coordination Gap: High fuel subsidies strain fiscal space, limiting RBI 

manoeuvrability. 

5. Exchange Rate Depreciation: Higher oil import demand increases dollar outflows, weakening the 

Indian rupee, which further raises import costs and inflation. Example: rupee depreciation, forex 

intervention. 

6. Fiscal Stress: The government may increase fuel subsidies or fertilizer support, putting pressure on 

fiscal deficit targets outlined in the Union Budget 2026–27. 

Way Forward 

1.    Build larger Strategic Petroleum Reserves and diversify import sources aggressively. 

2.    Accelerate National Green Hydrogen Mission and solar storage to reduce oil dependence. 

3.    Promote climate-resilient agriculture through micro-irrigation and crop diversification. 

4.    Use targeted fiscal interventions like buffer stock releases and excise duty cuts. 
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5.    Establish a formal Supply Shock Response Committee for better coordination. 

Conclusion 

Managing inflation in India is no longer just a mathematical exercise for the RBI; it is a battle against external 

and climatic variables. For India to reach its 4% ± 2% target in 2026, the strategy must evolve from purely 

monetary interventions to building a Climate-Resilient and "Energy-Secure" economy. 

Analyze the Jan Vishwas Act's impact on decriminalizing minor offenses. Evaluate its role in 

reconciling state oversight with constitutional morality and individual liberty. 

Introduction 

The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023 decriminalizes over 180 offences across 40+ laws, 

reflecting a reformist governance approach highlighted in the Economic Survey 2025–26 to promote ease of 

living, business trust, and constitutional liberty. 

Conceptual Foundation: 

1.    Citizen–State Trust Framework: The Jan Vishwas initiative reflects a shift from a control-based 

regulatory system to a trust-based governance model, aligning with the principle that the state should not 

criminalize minor procedural lapses. Example: minor compliance defaults, procedural violations. 

2.    Replacing Danda with Data: Policy emphasis has moved toward technology-based compliance 

monitoring instead of coercive criminal sanctions. Example: digital compliance systems, data governance tools. 

3.    Constitutional Morality Perspective: Excessive criminalisation contradicts individual liberty under 

Article 21, where imprisonment should be reserved for serious offences affecting public order or safety. 

Example: procedural liberty, proportional punishment. 

Structural Reform in Regulatory Laws 

1.    Largest Global Compliance Reform: The Jan Vishwas initiative reviewed 950+ laws and removed or 

converted over 12,500 compliance-related criminal provisions into civil penalties. Example: administrative 

penalties, monetary fines. 

2.    Correction of Regulatory Overreach: Several outdated provisions criminalised routine 

administrative defaults such as failing to maintain registers or procedural compliance errors. Example: factory 

compliance, labour reporting 

3.    Examples of Decriminalised Offences: Include decriminalising gamcha production on power looms 

and minor canteen violations under labour laws. This reduces the 5-crore case backlog, particularly cheque 

bounce cases (43 lakh), freeing judicial resources. 

Economic and Governance Impact 

1.    Ease of Doing Business: By replacing criminal liability with financial penalties, the Act improves 

regulatory certainty for enterprises and startups. Example: corporate compliance, business filings. 
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2.    Reduction of Informality: Excessive criminal provisions historically encouraged businesses to 

operate informally. Decriminalisation promotes formal economic participation. Example: formal enterprises, 

social security coverage. 

3.    Anti-Corruption Impact: Ambiguous criminal provisions create opportunities for discretionary 

enforcement and corruption. Rationalisation reduces regulatory harassment. Example: inspector discretion, 

rent seeking. 

Reconciling State Oversight with Constitutional Morality  

1.    Protection of Personal Liberty: The Constitution emphasises that deprivation of liberty must be just, 

fair, and reasonable, a doctrine reinforced by judicial interpretation of Article 21. Example: procedural 

fairness, natural justice. 

2.    Proportionality Principle: Punishment must be proportional to the offence; administrative defaults 

should not attract imprisonment unless they cause serious public harm. Example: civil penalties, graduated 

sanctions. 

3.    Balancing State Authority: The reform does not eliminate regulatory oversight but replaces criminal 

sanctions with civil enforcement mechanisms. Example: monetary penalties, compliance audits. 

Remaining Challenges 

1.    Partial Reform Coverage: Certain ministries still retain overlapping criminal provisions for offences 

already covered under broader criminal laws. Example: false documents, official obstruction. 

2.    Implementation Gap: Effective reform requires alignment of state laws and regulatory practices with 

Jan Vishwas principles. Example: state regulations, local compliance. 

3.    Institutional Capacity: Civil penalty frameworks must be supported by strong administrative 

enforcement mechanisms. Example: digital monitoring, compliance portals. 

Way Forward 

1.    Extend Jan Vishwas principles to all remaining statutes and rules systematically. 

2.    Digitise compliance through a single portal with clear, time-bound processes. 

3.    Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms to prevent misuse of residual provisions. 

4.    Conduct periodic third-party audits of regulatory burden. 

5.    Integrate Jan Vishwas training for bureaucrats to internalise trust-based governance. 

Conclusion 

Jan Vishwas is not just a legislative amendment; it is a Psychological Reform for the Indian State. Its success in 

2026 hinges on whether the bureaucracy can transition from being a suspicious overseer to a facilitating 

partner. 
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Critically examine the impact of anti-conversion laws on Indian secularism. Do these 

regulations safeguard religious freedom or deepen existing social and communal divisions? 

Introduction 

Religious conversion laws across several Indian states regulate faith changes to prevent force, fraud, or 

inducement. Yet, anti-conversion laws in 12 states have intensified debates on secularism, highlights question 

whether such regulations reinforce secular governance or undermine individual liberty. 

Historical Roots of Conversion Debates 

1.    Colonial-Era Regulatory Concerns: Anti-conversion laws originated in colonial-era princely states 

(Raigarh 1936, Patna 1942) and continued post-independence with Orissa (1967) and Madhya Pradesh (1968) 

Acts. 

1.    Social Justice Motivations: Conversions often emerged as acts of social emancipation rather than 

religious coercion. Marginalised groups historically used conversion to escape caste discrimination. Example: 

Meenakshipuram conversions, Dalit emancipation. 

2.    State-Level Legislation: Several states enacted Freedom of Religion Acts to regulate conversion and 

prevent coercion or inducement. Example: Odisha 1967, Madhya Pradesh 1968. 

3.    Expansion in Recent Decades: Recent amendments in states such as Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand 

expanded provisions to include conversions linked to marriage and alleged love jihad. Example: marriage 

conversions, criminal penalties. 

4.    Growing Legal Controversy: These laws have increasingly triggered constitutional litigation 

regarding their compatibility with fundamental rights. Example: judicial review, constitutional challenges. 

Constitutional Framework 

1.    Freedom of Religion Guarantee: Article 25 ensures the right to profess, practise and propagate 

religion, forming the cornerstone of India’s secular constitutional framework.  

2.    Judicial Interpretation: The Supreme Court in Rev. Stanislaus (1977) upheld regulation of forced 

conversions but protected voluntary ones. 

3.       However, provisions requiring prior notice, police inquiry, and reverse burden of proof often fail the 

proportionality test laid down in Puttaswamy (2017). They risk violating individual liberty by subjecting 

personal faith and partner choice to state scrutiny. 

Arguments Supporting Anti-Conversion Regulations 

1.    Protection of Vulnerable Communities: Supporters argue that the laws safeguard SC/ST 

communities and economically weaker groups from exploitative proselytisation. 

2.    Maintenance of Public Order: Governments claim regulation prevents social conflict and communal 

tensions arising from organised conversion campaigns. Example: communal stability and social harmony. 
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3.    Transparency in Conversion: Mandatory declarations and administrative oversight aim to ensure 

that conversions occur voluntarily and with informed consent. Example: official declaration, district oversight. 

Concerns About Secularism and Liberty 

1.      State as Moral Gatekeeper: Mandatory permissions or prior notices risk transforming the state into a 

regulator of personal faith choices rather than a neutral arbiter. 

2.      Reverse Burden of Proof: Many laws place the burden on the accused to prove the conversion was 

voluntary, potentially enabling misuse. 

3.      Impact on Interfaith Relationships: Notification provisions often allow vigilante interference in 

interfaith marriages, deepening communal tensions. 

Socio-Political Implications 

1.    Communal Polarisation: The politicisation of conversion issues may intensify religious divisions 

rather than resolve them. 

2.    Minority Anxiety: Strict conversion regulations can create a chilling effect on minority religious 

activities and missionary work. Example: missionary restrictions, community suspicion. 

3.    Secular Governance Challenge: Balancing religious freedom with public order remains a central test 

of India’s model of positive secularism. Example: equal respect, religious neutrality. 

Way Forward 

1. Amend laws to require strict judicial oversight and proof of coercion beyond reasonable doubt. 

2. Introduce uniform central guidelines with narrow definitions of allurement and force. 

3. Strengthen awareness programmes on constitutional rights under Articles 21 and 25.  

4. Establish fast-track family courts for inter-faith marriage protection. 

5. Integrate religious freedom metrics into NITI Aayog’s Social Cohesion Index for state accountability. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. S. Radhakrishnan observed in The Hindu View of Life, true secularism respects freedom of conscience. 

India’s challenge lies in preventing coercion while preserving the individual’s sovereign right to faith. 

Analyze the regulatory and structural shifts required to realize India's 100 GW nuclear goal. 

Evaluate the SHANTI Act’s role in this transformation. 

Introduction 

India’s Nuclear Renaissance is centered on a massive scale-up from the current ~8 GW to a 100 GW target by 

2047. This requires moving beyond the strategic enclave model toward a commercially viable, transparent, and 

multi-player ecosystem. 

India’s Nuclear Energy Imperative 
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1.    Rising Electricity Demand: India’s development trajectory demands a massive rise in electricity 

consumption to reach developed-economy standards. Example: 1,418 kWh per capita, Viksit Bharat target. 

2.    Net-Zero Commitments: India’s commitment to achieve net-zero emissions by 2070 requires shifting 

away from fossil fuels toward low-carbon energy sources. Example: clean baseload power, low-carbon 

transition. 

3.    Limitations of Renewables: Solar and wind generation remain intermittent and require large storage 

investments to provide reliable power. Nuclear power offers stable baseload electricity. Example: baseload 

stability, energy storage gaps. 

Emerging Nuclear Strategies 

1.    Small Modular Reactors (SMRs): India is investing in indigenous SMR technologies that can power 

industries and remote areas. Example: 55 MW reactors, modular designs. 

2.    Indigenous PHWR Expansion: India’s 220 MW and 700 MW Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors 

provide cost-effective and proven designs for rapid expansion. Example: fleet construction, standardised 

reactors. 

3.    Thorium-Based Research: India possesses large thorium reserves and aims to develop advanced 

reactors to utilise them efficiently. Example: thorium cycle, HALEU fuel. 

The SHANTI Act 

1.    Opening the Sector to Private Participation: The SHANTI Act allows private companies to build, 

own and operate nuclear power plants, ending the state monopoly. Example: private reactors, PPP 

participation. 

2.    Reforming Liability Framework: The Act revises the nuclear liability regime to attract international 

investors and technology providers. Example: risk sharing, investment protection. 

3.    Strengthening Regulatory Oversight: The Act grants statutory autonomy to the Atomic Energy 

Regulatory Board (AERB), enhancing regulatory credibility and safety oversight. Example: independent 

regulator. 

Structural Shifts Required for 100 GW Expansion 

1.    Massive Capital Investment: Expanding nuclear capacity to 100 GW could require investment 

exceeding $200 billion, making private participation essential. Example: long-term financing, infrastructure 

funding. 

2.    Technology Diversification: India must adopt multiple reactor technologies to accelerate capacity 

expansion. Example: PHWR reactors, SMR technology. 

3.    Domestic Manufacturing Ecosystem: Building reactors at scale requires developing domestic 

manufacturing capabilities for nuclear components. Example: fleet mode construction, supply chain 

localization. 
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Critical Bottlenecks in the Nuclear Landscape 

To transform the sector, India must resolve several legacy and emerging "Friction Points": 

1. Tariff Competitiveness: Nuclear power currently faces high capital costs compared to Solar and 

Wind. Establishing a Transparent Tariff Mechanism is essential to make nuclear energy attractive to 

Discoms. 

2. The Insurance/Liability Deadlock: Despite the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage (CLND) Act, 

international suppliers remain wary. A functional Nuclear Insurance Pool and clear indemnity clauses 

are needed to encourage global technology transfers. 

3. Fuel Ownership & Waste: As India moves toward the Three-Stage Program, managing the transition 

from imported Uranium to domestic Thorium—while ensuring safe Deep Geological Repositories for 

waste—remains a technical and regulatory challenge. 

Way Forward 

1. Notify comprehensive rules within six months on tariffs, liability, and waste. 

2. Fast-track SMR indigenisation through private consortia. 

3. Establish a Nuclear Investment Promotion Agency. 

4. Integrate nuclear with renewable-hybrid projects. 

5. Ensure AERB functional autonomy with international benchmarking. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam emphasised in Ignited Minds, energy independence underpins national progress. 

Achieving the 100 GW nuclear goal demands regulatory clarity, technological innovation, and strategic public-

private collaboration. 

Despite its ecological toll, sand mining persists as a livelihood necessity. Examine the impact 

of illegal sand mining on India's biodiversity. 

Introduction 

India’s construction boom has made sand the second-most extracted resource after water, notes the United 

Nations Environment Programme. Yet rampant illegal mining across river ecosystems increasingly threatens 

biodiversity, hydrological stability, and ecological security. 

Why Sand Mining Persists? 

1.    Illegal mining has roots in post-independence resource extraction pressures, exacerbated by weak 

enforcement of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR) and EIA 

Notifications. 

2.    The Supreme Court and NGT have repeatedly intervened (Aravalli ban, Chambal cases), yet socio-

economic drivers (illegal mining offers higher daily wages than agriculture) sustain the practice. 

3.    Regions with erratic monsoons or poor soil fertility (like parts of the Chambal or Palar basins), sand 

mining provides a high-liquidity, low-skill income source. 
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4.    Construction appetite, urbanisation and rapid infrastructure expansion under Housing for All, 

connectivity programmes has sharply increased demand for sand and minor minerals. Construction is among 

the fastest-growing sectors in India (Economic Survey 2025–26). 

5.    Sand, classified as a minor mineral, falls under state jurisdiction, leading to coordination failures and 

mafia control. 

Impact on India's Biodiversity the Silent Extinction 

1.    Destruction of Nesting Habitats: Excessive extraction lowers riverbeds, causes bank erosion, and 

destroys sandbars essential for thermoregulation and nesting of endangered species. Example: gharials, turtles, 

and river dolphins in the Chambal Sanctuary. 

2.    Benthic and Lotic Food Webs Disruption: Dredging riverbeds removes spawning grounds for fish 

and disrupts aquatic food chains. Example: starves apex predators like the Ganges River Dolphin. 

3.    Turbidity and Photosynthesis: Increase suspended solids in the water; cloudiness blocks sunlight, 

killing off aquatic plants (macrophytes) and phytoplankton, the foundation of the river's food chain. 

4.    Hydrological Alterations and Hungry Water Phenomenon: When sand is removed, the river loses 

its natural sediment load. To compensate, the water gains energy and begins to aggressively erode its own bed 

and banks downstream (incising). This lowers the water table, drying up nearby riparian vegetation and sacred 

groves that host terrestrial biodiversity. 

Environmental Degradation Beyond Rivers 

1.    Deforestation and Land Degradation: Illegal stone and granite mining frequently leads to large-scale 

vegetation loss. Example: Aravalli quarrying. 

2.    Biodiversity Loss in Mountain Ecosystems: Mining in fragile landscapes disrupts wildlife corridors 

and endemic species habitats. Example: Western Ghats quarries. 

3.    Soil and Water Pollution: Mining operations generate sediment runoff and pollutants that degrade 

nearby ecosystems. 

The Organized Crime Factor 

The Supreme Court has frequently lamented the State Paralysis where environmental regulations exist on 

paper, but the Sand Mafia operates with impunity. 

1.    Weak Enforcement Mechanisms: Despite legal frameworks like the MMDR Act, 1957, enforcement 

remains inconsistent across states.  Example: delayed inspections, illegal leases. 

2.    Jurisdictional Complexity:  As mining regulation largely falls under state jurisdiction, coordination 

challenges often emerge, leaving behind a no-man's-land of ecological degradation. Example: decades old inter-

state rivers disputes. 

3.    Violence and Criminal Nexus: Illegal mining networks frequently intimidate activists and officials 

attempting enforcement. Example: officer killings, whistleblower threats . 
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4.    Technological Asymmetry: While miners use heavy earth-movers and high-speed logistics, forest 

guards and environmental agencies are often under-equipped and outnumbered. 

Technological and Institutional Measures 

1.    Satellite Monitoring Systems: The government uses the Mining Surveillance System (MSS) to detect 

mining beyond lease boundaries. 

2.    Citizen Reporting Platforms: Digital tools enable public participation in monitoring illegal activities. 

Example: Khanan Prahari, public complaints. 

3.    Judicial Oversight: Courts have repeatedly intervened to regulate destructive mining practices. 

Example: Aravalli ban. 

Way Forward 

1.    Deploy satellite, drone, and IoT-based real-time monitoring with mandatory alerts to states. 

2.    Promote manufactured sand (M-sand) and treated desert sand as viable alternatives. 

3.    Enforce strict replenishment studies and inter-state coordination for riverbed mining. 

4.    Provide alternative livelihoods through skill development in mining-affected areas. 

5.    Integrate mandatory biodiversity impact assessments into all minor mineral approvals. 

Conclusion 

As former President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam emphasised in Ignited Minds, sustainable development must balance 

growth with ecological stewardship. Protecting India’s biodiversity demands stricter enforcement, community 

participation, and responsible resource management. 

Examine significance of the 'One Health' approach in the context of India’s Public Health 

System. Evaluate how inter-sectoral coordination and scientific collaboration can mitigate 

global health risks. 

Introduction 

Nearly 60–75% of emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic, notes the World Health Organization. Post-COVID 

reforms and India’s National One Health Mission (2024) highlight the need for integrated human–animal–

environment health systems to strengthen pandemic preparedness. 
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Significance for India’s Public Health System 

One Health is critical for India due to its dense human-animal interface, biodiversity hotspots, and climate 

vulnerabilities: 

1.    Addressing Zoonotic Disease Risks: Addresses spillover risks from wildlife (Nipah, SARS-CoV-2) and 

livestock (Lumpy Skin Disease, Avian Flu). Integrated monitoring of wildlife, livestock, and human populations 

enables early detection of emerging pathogens. 

2.    Predictive Disease Surveillance: The One Health framework enables anticipatory responses by 

identifying spillover risks from wildlife or livestock. 

3.    Combating Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR): Tackles misuse of antibiotics across human medicine, 

veterinary practice, and aquaculture. Example: National Action Plan on AMR (NAP-AMR) 2.0. 

4.    Climate Change and Environmental Linkage: Extreme weather events expand vector ranges 

(dengue, malaria) and disrupt ecosystems. 

5.    Constitutional and Legal Aspects: It aligns with Article 21 (right to health) and Article 48A 

(environmental protection). Legally, it bridges gaps between the Epidemic Diseases Act and animal husbandry 

laws. Economically, it reduces the massive cost of outbreaks COVID-19 alone caused trillions in losses and 

supports sustainable development goals. 

Inter-Sectoral Coordination and Scientific Collaboration 

1.    National One Health Mission (NOHM): Approved on the recommendation of the Prime Minister’s 

Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory Council, the mission integrates 16 ministries for coordinated 
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health governance. The National Institute for One Health, Nagpur acts as the anchor institution for research 

and coordination. Example: BSL-3 labs, data integration. 

2.    Federal Public Health System: Public health is largely a state subject under the Constitution, 

requiring coordination between central agencies and state governments. 

3.    Inter-Ministerial Coordination: Effective collaboration across ministries of health, agriculture, 

environment, and fisheries. Example: inter-ministerial scientific study to address zoonotic spillover. 

4.    Technological and Scientific Capabilities: Leverages genomic surveillance, AI-driven early warning 

systems, and the National Digital Health Mission for real-time data integration. 

5.    Digital Disease Monitoring: Artificial intelligence and digital platforms can track unusual disease 

patterns in wildlife and livestock. 

6.    Research and Diagnostic Capacity: India has established a network of high-containment laboratories 

to study infectious diseases. Academic institutions and research agencies collaborate to develop vaccines and 

diagnostics. Example: BSL-3 labs, vaccine R&D. 

7.    International Cooperation: One Health strengthens India’s role in global health governance through 

the Quadripartite (WHO, FAO, WOAH, UNEP). The WHO Pandemic Agreement (2025) promotes pathogen data 

sharing and equitable access to vaccines. 

Challenges in Implementing One Health 

1. Fragmented governance across 13+ ministries. 

2. Shortage of veterinarians and environmental health experts. 

3. Weak data-sharing mechanisms between sectors. 

4. Limited community-level awareness and participation. 

Way Forward 

1. Institutionalise a dedicated One Health unit with budgetary autonomy under the Ministry of Health. 

2. Expand surveillance pilots in bird sanctuaries, slaughterhouses, and high-risk zones using BSL-3 labs. 

3. Integrate One Health into medical, veterinary, and environmental curricula. 

4. Leverage digital tools like the One Health Dashboard for real-time inter-sectoral coordination. 

5. Strengthen international collaboration through the WHO Pandemic Agreement and Quadripartite 

framework. 

Conclusion 

National progress depends on scientific foresight. One Health offers a holistic pathway to safeguard India’s 

health security against future pandemics. 

 Examine the significance of the One Health approach in the context of India’s public health system 

and how it can be incorporated effectively to address the risk of Pandemics. 

Introduction 



Mains Marathon Compilation April 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

The professional midwife has transitioned from a supporting role to a central pillar of India's maternal health 

reform. This shift addresses the birthing paradox: a scenario where the urban elite faces over-medicalization 

(with C-section rates exceeding 27% to 50% in some states), while rural and tribal populations struggle with 

under-resourcing and a lack of skilled attendance. 

Historical and Policy Context of Midwifery Reform 

1.      Shift from Doctor-Centric Model: India’s maternal healthcare has historically been doctor-centric, 

leading to over-medicalisation. The 2018 Guidelines on Midwifery Services marked a shift toward midwifery-

led care. The Midwifery Services Initiative (2018) aims to create NPMs trained to global standards. 

2.      Institutional Policy Support: The reform aligns with recommendations of the NITI Aayog and global 

agencies such as United Nations Population Fund promoting Midwife-Led Care Units (MLCUs). 

The Natural Pillar and Countering the Scalpel Culture  

The professionalization of midwifery, specifically through the Nurse Practitioner in Midwifery (NPM) cadre, is 

the primary tool to restore physiological birth as the norm. 

1. Clinical Gatekeeping: They support continuous labour care, lowering C-section rates (currently 

21.5% nationally, higher in private sectors). This aligns with the WHO target of 10–15% for C-sections, 

which India has significantly overshot in recent years. 

2. Respectful Maternity Care (RMC): Unlike the episodic and often impersonal nature of high-volume 

obstetric wards, midwifery enhances maternal dignity, emotional support, and breastfeeding 

initiation. This woman-centric model counters the scalpel culture prevalent in high-volume obstetric 

wards. 

3. Restoring Agency: Midwifery shifts the narrative from delivering a patient to supporting a mother, 

providing her with the autonomy to choose birthing positions and avoid unnecessary episiotomies. 

Ensuring Equitable Access 

Midwifery acts as a social leveler by democratizing access to high-quality care across India's diverse geography. 

1. The Last Mile Reach: In dark zones (rural, tribal, and low-income areas) where obstetricians are 

scarce, the NPM cadre provides Skilled Birth Attendance (SBA). They are trained to handle common 

emergencies like Post-Partum Hemorrhage (PPH) while knowing exactly when to refer a case to a 

specialist. 

2. Integration with SUMAN: They manage 90% of low-risk pregnancies, freeing specialists for high-risk 

cases and reducing tertiary hospital burden. This democratises access, aligning with SDG-3 (maternal 

health) and SUMAN (Surakshat Matritva Ashwasan) scheme goals. 

3. Economic Viability: Offers a high Return on Investment (ROI). Scaling midwifery can avert up to 83% 

of maternal and neonatal deaths, saving the healthcare system billions in long-term complication costs 

and neonatal intensive care. 

Regulatory Backbone the NNMC Act, 2023 

The success is anchored by the National Nursing and Midwifery Commission (NNMC) Act 2023, which replaced 

the archaic Indian Nursing Council. 
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1. Standardization: It ensures that every NPM undergoes a rigorous, 18-month competency-based 

program aligned with International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) standards. 

2. Professional Identity: By creating a separate register for midwives, the Act has helped decouple 

midwifery from general nursing, granting these professionals the legal and administrative autonomy 

required to run MLCUs. 

Pilot projects in Maharashtra and Telangana demonstrate improved outcomes. UNFPA data indicates 

professional midwifery can avert up to 83% of maternal and neonatal deaths. Yet, challenges persis t: 

hierarchical resistance from obstetricians, scaling training, and rural retention. 

Way Forward 

1. Scale NPM training with ICM standards and establish more Midwifery Training Institutes. 

2. Integrate midwifery fully into public health systems with dedicated MLCUs in every district hospital. 

3. Strengthen regulatory autonomy under NNMC and address inter-professional hierarchy through 

collaborative protocols. 

4. Leverage Ayushman Bharat and digital platforms for community-level midwifery outreach. 

5. Conduct periodic outcome audits and incentivise rural postings. 

Conclusion 

National development begins with healthy mothers and children. Professional midwifery can humanise 

childbirth while ensuring equitable maternal healthcare across India. 

Throw light on the significance of thoughts of Mahatma Jyotirao Phule in present times. 

Introduction 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, a 19th-century visionary, remains one of the most relevant thinkers in 2026. Often 

called the Father of Indian Social Revolution, his philosophy provides a roadmap for addressing modern 

structural inequalities. 

Historical Context 

Born in 1827 into a Shudra family, Phule witnessed caste oppression firsthand. Influenced by Thomas Paine’s 

Rights of Man, he founded the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 to promote truth-seeking and challenge 

Brahminical dominance. His works like Gulamgiri (1873) and Shetkaryacha Asud (1883) linked caste 

exploitation with economic injustice, laying the intellectual foundation for social reform in colonial India.  

The significance of his thoughts today can be seen across six major pillars: 

Education as an Instrument of Emancipation 

Phule famously wrote: Without education, wisdom was lost... and without wisdom, the Shudras were ruined. 

1. Present Relevance: His has vision of universal and inclusive education, mirrored in modern policies 

like the Right to Education (RTE) Act and the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

2. Digital Divide: In the 21st century, his fight for access translates into bridging the Digital Divide. Just 

as he opened schools for those barred from learning, today’s Phulean approach demands equal high-
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speed internet and tech-literacy for rural and marginalized youth to prevent new forms of social 

exclusion. 

Gender Justice and Ecofeminism 

Phule was far ahead of his time in linking gender, caste, and the environment. 

1. Women's Agency: He didn't just advocate for women; he treated them as equal partners (Example: 

educating his wife, Savitribai Phule, to become India's first female teacher). 

2. Intersectionality: Modern movements for gender justice (like #MeToo or intersectional feminism 

LGBTQ+) draw from Phule’s idea that a Brahmin woman is as much a victim of patriarchy as a Shudra 

woman. His work against female infanticide and for widow remarriage remains a guiding light against 

current issues like sex-selective abortion and honor killings. 

3. Ecofeminism: Scholars now view Phule as an early ecofeminist. He argued that the oppression of 

women and the degradation of nature (forests/rivers) stem from the same exploitative mindset. 

Agrarian Crisis and Sustainable Farming 

In his book Shetkaryacha Asud (The Cultivator’s Whipcord), Phule analyzed the plight of farmers with clinical 

precision. 

1. State Intervention: He advocated for state-led irrigation, soil conservation, and modern tools. 

2. Current Crisis: His thoughts are deeply significant for solving India's contemporary agrarian distress. 

He emphasized that farmers should not be dependent on moneylenders, a principle that aligns with 

modern Kisan Credit Cards and Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT). 

3. Water Management: His call for building small dams and bunds is the 19th-century version of today’s 

Per Drop More Crop and watershed management schemes. 

Rationalism Secularism, and Anti-Caste Consciousness 

He founded the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society of Truth Seekers) in 1873 to challenge religious dogma and 

priestly mediation. 

1. Against Superstition:  In an era of Deepfakes and misinformation, Phule’s emphasis on Rationalism 

and questioning divine authority is a defense mechanism for democracy. 

2. Universal Humanism: He rejected the hierarchy of the Varna system in favor of a Universal God who 

is impartial. This thought is the bedrock of the Indian Constitution's commitment to secularism and 

equality (Articles 14, 15, and 17). His vision of Sarvajanik Satyadharma (universal religion of truth) 

promoted humanism and religious harmony. In today’s polarised society, his ideas offer a powerful 

antidote to communalism and blind faith. 

Constitutional and Democratic Vision 

1.    Proto-Constitutional Thought: Though predating India’s Constitution, Phule’s ideas laid the 

foundation for later constitutional principles of equality and social justice. 

2.    Influence on Constitutional Leaders: B. R. Ambedkar acknowledged Phule as a major intellectual 

inspiration in the struggle for dignity and rights of marginalised communities. Example: social equality, 

constitutional morality. 
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Global and Comparative Perspective 

1.    Transnational Inspiration: In Gulamgiri (1873), Phule connected the struggle against caste 

oppression with the abolition of slavery in the United States. 

2.    Universal Rights Framework: His thought reflects early engagement with global ideas of liberty and 

human rights. Example: anti-slavery movement, human rights. 

Conclusion 

Mahatma Phule did not just seek to reform society; he sought to reconstruct it on the foundations of truth and 

humanity. In an increasingly polarized world, his Satyashodhak (Truth-seeking) approach remains the most 

potent tool for building an inclusive and rational society. 

Analyze the significance of the PFBR attaining criticality in India's nuclear journey. Evaluate 

the technical and strategic hurdles in transitioning to a thorium-based economy. 

Introduction 

The Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) attained criticality on 6 April 2026, marking India’s entry into Stage 

II of its nuclear programme. The 500 MWe PFBR achieving criticality marks a milestone in India’s three -stage 

nuclear programme. 

India’s Three-Stage Nuclear Programme 

Conceived by Dr. Homi Bhabha in the 1950s, India’s three-stage programme was designed to leverage limited 

uranium reserves and abundant thorium. 

1.    Stage I: Uses Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) with natural uranium, producing plutonium. 

2.    Stage II: Employs Fast Breeder Reactors (FBRs) to breed more fissile material. 

3.    Stage III: Aims to utilise thorium for sustainable energy. The PFBR’s criticality is a historic milestone, 

transitioning India from Stage I to Stage II after decades of indigenous R&D. 

Strategic Significance the Stage II Breakthrough 

The PFBR is not just a power plant; it is a fuel factory essential for India’s long-term energy independence: 

1. Resource Augmentation: By converting fertile Uranium-238 (which is 99% of natural uranium but 

non-fissile) into fissile Plutonium-239, FBRs extract nearly 60 times more energy from the same 

amount of uranium than Stage I reactors. 

2. The Thorium Bridge: India holds roughly 25% of the world's thorium. However, thorium cannot be 

used directly. The PFBR will use a thorium blanket to produce Uranium-233, the fuel required for the 

final Stage III of the program. 

3. Waste Management: FBRs utilize spent fuel from Stage I (PHWRs), effectively closing the fuel cycle 

and significantly reducing the volume and radiotoxicity of nuclear waste. 
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4.       Low-Carbon Energy and Energy Expansion: Nuclear energy produces minimal greenhouse emissions, 

supporting India’s net-zero target by 2070. The Union Budget 2025-26 announced a Nuclear Energy Mission 

aiming to reach 100 GW nuclear capacity by 2047. 

5.       Technological Prestige and Global Nuclear Cooperation: With PFBR, India joins a limited group of 

nations pursuing commercial breeder reactors, alongside Russia. India’s civil nuclear agreements with 

multiple countries will strengthened global trust in its nuclear programme. 

Technical Hurdles in Transitioning to Thorium-Based Economy 

Transitioning to a thorium-based economy faces significant technical challenges: 

1. Fuel Reprocessing and Closed Fuel Cycle: Thorium-232 must first be converted to Uranium-233 in 

FBR blankets, requiring advanced reprocessing technology that is still maturing. 

2. Reactor Design and Operational Complexity: PFBR uses liquid sodium coolant, which reacts 

violently with air or water, requiring extremely stringent safety systems. Past international 

experiences (Japan’s Monju, France’s Superphénix) highlight operational complexities. 

3. High Initial Costs and Delays: Breeder reactors require expensive materials, specialised 

infrastructure, and long development timelines. The PFBR itself faced cost overruns and delays. 

4. Waste Management and Safety: Closed fuel cycle management and high-radiation environments 

require robust regulatory oversight by AERB. FBRs operate at atmospheric pressure (unlike 

pressurized PHWRs), which is safer, but the complexity of the fast neutron physics requires a much 

more sophisticated control system. 

Way Forward 

1. Accelerate development of advanced reactors including 700 MWe PHWRs and Small Modular Reactors 

(SMRs). 

2. Develop large-scale reprocessing and fuel fabrication facilities to support the closed nuclear fuel cycle 

with private sector participation under SHANTI Act 2025.  

3. Invest in advanced materials and safety technologies for sodium-cooled systems. 

4. Expand Expand R&D on thorium reactors and advanced fuel technologies through institutions like 

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre. 

5. Integrate nuclear expansion with renewable energy for a balanced clean energy mix. 

Conclusion 

As former President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam wrote in Ignited Minds, technological self-reliance defines national 

progress. PFBR criticality marks a decisive step toward India’s long-term energy security and thorium future. 

Analyze CBSE’s revised three-language formula in light of NEP 2020. Evaluate its impact on 

cognitive development and the challenges of linguistic federalism. 

Introduction 

Starting in the 2026-27 academic session, CBSE is implementing a revised three-language framework (R1, R2, 

and R3) for Classes 6 to 10. Aligned with the NEP 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School 
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Education (NCF-SE) 2023, this move aims to transition from a bilingual to a trilingual competency model in 

secondary schooling. 

The R1, R2, R3 Framework 

The new system moves away from First/Second/Third Language hierarchies toward functional categories: 

1. R1 (Primary Language): Usually the mother tongue or the medium of instruction. 

2. R2 (Secondary Language): Aimed at building high-level proficiency in another Indian language or 

English. 

3. R3 (Compulsory Third Language): Introduced to ensure exposure to a third language (at least two 

of the three must be native Indian languages). 

4. Benefit: Multilingualism at a young age is scientifically linked to improved neuroplasticity, better 

executive function, and enhanced problem-solving skills in students. 

Impact on Cognitive Development 

Multilingualism enhances cognitive abilities: 

1. Improves executive function, problem-solving, and creativity through cognitive flexibility. 

2. Research shows bilingual/multilingual children have better metalinguistic awareness and delayed 

cognitive decline. The UNESCO recommends mother-tongue-based multilingual education for better 

learning outcomes. 

3. NEP 2020 and NITI Aayog reports link multilingual education to better learning outcomes and cultural 

rootedness. Studies by the NCERT show multilingual students often demonstrate stronger 

comprehension and creativity. 

4. In India’s diverse context, exposure to multiple languages strengthens neural pathways and supports 

inclusive education. 

Challenges of Linguistic Federalism 

1.    Constitutional Autonomy: Education is on the Concurrent List, but states like Tamil Nadu and 

Karnataka view the mandate of three languages, where Hindi is often the default R2 or R3 in CBSE schools—as 

a violation of their linguistic autonomy and the Two-Language Policy followed by several states. 

2.    Article 351 vs. State Rights: While the Constitution directs the Union to promote Hindi (Article 351), 

it also protects the rights of linguistic minorities (Article 350A). Critics argue that R3 becomes a backdoor entry 

for Hindi in non-Hindi speaking states. 

3.    Identity Politics: Language often functions as a marker of cultural identity and regional autonomy. 

Example: Dravidian politics. 

Administrative and Implementation Challenges 

1.    Human Resource Gap: Implementing a diverse R3 (teaching Malayalam in a Delhi school) requires a 

massive influx of specialized language teachers, which current infrastructure lacks. 

2.    Institutional Capacity: Implementing multilingual education requires curriculum materials, training, 

and digital resources. Example: teacher shortages, language labs. 
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3.    Funding Concerns: Tamil Nadu has raised issues about delays in funds under the Samagra Shiksha 

Scheme. 

4.    Policy Coordination: Effective implementation requires coordination between central boards and 

state education systems. Example: ₹2200-crore dispute, conditional funding. 

Way Forward 

1.    The Union and States should adopt a consultative framework ensuring language policies respect 

regional autonomy. 

2.    Provide adequate teacher training, textbooks, and digital resources for regional languages. 

3.    Strengthen inter-state coordination through a National Language Education Council. 

4.    Integrate multilingualism with mother-tongue-based early education as per NEP 2020. 

5.    Conduct periodic reviews with stakeholder consultations, especially from southern states. 

Conclusion 

The revised CBSE language rule is a bold attempt to create a Multilingual India. However, its success in 2026 

depends on balancing National Integration with Regional Identity. If perceived as an instrument of Linguistic 

Uniformity, it risks social friction; if implemented as Linguistic Plurality, it could become the bedrock of India's 

future human capital. 

Describing the distribution of Bauxite producing countries, indicate the major 

environmental issues faced by them. 

Introduction 

Bauxite, the primary ore for aluminum. Global bauxite production is projected to reach 463.7 million tonnes in 

2025, driven by an insatiable demand for aluminum, with Guinea and Australia controlling over 90% of 

seaborne trade . 

Global Distribution of Bauxite Production 

Africa (especially Guinea) holds about 32% of global reserves, followed by Oceania (Australia), South America, 

and Asia. 

1. Guinea (The New Epicenter): Holding the world’s largest reserves, Guinea alone supplied 

approximately 73% of global seaborne bauxite loadings in 2025. With massive reserves in the Boké 

region it supplies a large share of global exports, particularly to China. 

2. Australia (The Steady Giant): The largest or second-largest producer (around 100–105 million 

tonnes), mainly in Western Australia (Weipa, Huntly) and Queensland. It accounts for roughly 22–28% 

of global output. 

3. China (The Consumer-Driver): While a producer itself, China is the world’s dominant consumer, 

importing an estimated 88% of all bauxite cargoes to feed its aluminium smelters, which account for 

60% of global output. This demand makes China the primary price setter in the global market. 
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4. Other Producers: Indonesia is forecast to nearly double its production in 2025 following policy shifts. 

Brazil, significant output (31–33 million tonnes), concentrated in the Amazon region (Paragominas). 

India, produces 23–25 million tonnes, primarily in Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Andhra 

Pradesh. Other notable producers include Russia, Jamaica, and Kazakhstan. 

Major Environmental Issues Faced by Producers 

The extraction of bauxite through open-cast (open-pit) mining creates a unique set of ecological challenges, 

particularly because these mines are often located in high-biodiversity hotspots. 

1.    Deforestation and Land Degradation: Large-scale clearing of tropical forests destroys habitats. In 

Brazil’s Amazon, bauxite mining contributes significantly to deforestation. In Guinea, vast tracts of farmland 

and natural habitat are lost. In India’s Aravalli and Western Ghats, mining causes soil erosion and biodiversity 

loss. 

2.    Water Pollution from Red Mud: Refining produces highly alkaline, toxic red mud (bauxite residue) 

containing heavy metals. Poorly managed tailings contaminate rivers and groundwater. Guinea and Brazil 

report severe pollution affecting drinking water, crops, and aquatic life. 

3.    Air Pollution and Dust: Open-pit operations generate dust and particulate matter, degrading air 

quality and causing respiratory issues for nearby communities. 

4.    Biodiversity Loss: Mining disrupts ecosystems, affecting endangered species (gharials and turtles in 

Indian riverbeds, Amazonian wildlife in Brazil). Sedimentation destroys fish spawning grounds and coral reefs 

in coastal areas. 

5.    Social and Health Impacts: Displacement of indigenous and local communities, loss of farmland, and 

health risks from polluted water and air are common. Child labour and hazardous working conditions persist 

in some informal operations. 

The 2026 Social License Challenge 

1.    Beyond the physical environment, these countries face Eco-violence and social displacement. 

2.    The paradox of 2026 is that the very minerals needed to save the global climate are often extracted at 

the cost of the local environment. 

3.    In countries like Indonesia and Guinea, mining concessions frequently overlap with indigenous lands 

or fertile farming zones, leading to a State Paralysis where economic growth conflicts with the Right to a Clean 

Environment. 

Way Forward 

To balance the strategic need for aluminium (critical for EVs and renewables) with planetary boundaries, a 

multi-stakeholder approach is required. Implement Avoid-Minimise-Restore-Offset Hierarchy: 

1. AVOID mining in high-conservation-value areas (jarrah forests, chimpanzee habitats). 

2. MINIMISE footprint through underground mining where feasible. 

3. RESTORE using scientifically-validated methods, not greenwashing. 
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4. OFFSET unavoidable impacts with equivalent conservation gains. 

Conclusion 

While bauxite mining drives economic growth and aluminum supply for green technologies, it poses serious 

long-term threats to biodiversity, water security, and local livelihoods in producing countries. Sustainable 

practices, stricter regulations, and rehabilitation are urgently needed. 

Critically evaluate CBSE’s AI curriculum for middle-schoolers. Analyze the tension between 

early technological exposure and the cognitive maturity of young learners. 

Introduction 

India pushes for AI-readiness under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, CBSE has integrated Artificial 

Intelligence as a skill subject from Class 6 onwards. While the goal is to bridge the digital talent gap, the 

curriculum faces scrutiny for its pedagogical feasibility and the Cognitive Maturity Gap. 

Technological Exposure vs Cognitive Maturity 

1.    The curriculum expects 11–13-year-olds to differentiate between human and machine intelligence, 

understand supervised/unsupervised/reinforcement learning, and distinguish regression, classification, and 

clustering. 

2.    These concepts require abstract thinking, probability, and statistical reasoning typically developed in 

late adolescence or undergraduate studies. 

3.    For middle-schoolers still mastering basic algebra and concrete operations (Piaget’s formal 

operational stage begins around 11–12 but is uneven), such content risks superficial rote learning rather than 

genuine understanding. 

Critical Evaluation of the Curriculum 

Strengths: 

1. Promotes early computational thinking, which can improve logical reasoning across subjects. 

2. Introduces AI ethics and bias awareness, addressing real-world concerns like algorithmic 

discrimination. 

3. Aligns with NEP 2020’s emphasis on multidisciplinary and skill-based learning 

Weaknesses: 

Early, poorly-designed AI exposure poses significant threats to child development. 

1. The All-Knowing Companion Fallacy: Middle-schoolers tend to anthropomorphize AI, viewing 

chatbots as human-like, unbiased friends. A CPRG survey (2026) found nearly 50% of Delhi private 

school students use AI tools weekly, with many preferring AI for emotional conversations over human 

interaction. 

2. Erosion of Critical Thinking: When AI provides instant answers, students bypass the cognitive 

struggle essential for deep learning, leading to dis-education, a gradual loss of intrinsic motivation. 
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3. Algorithmic Bias Internalization: Without explicit, age-appropriate ethics modules, students may 

absorb AI's inherent biases (gender, racial, socio-economic) as objective truths, reinforcing 

stereotypes. 

4. Safety and Ethical Gaps: While ethics is mentioned, the curriculum inadequately addresses children’s 

vulnerability to AI hallucinations, privacy risks, and over-reliance on generative tools for assignments. 

5. Implementation Challenges: Teachers, often under-trained in AI, may struggle to deliver content 

meaningfully, especially in rural or under-resourced schools. 

6. Language Barrier: Most AI tools operate in English. While initiatives like Bhashini (22 Indian 

languages) exist, classroom-ready vernacular AI content is scarce. 

7. Right to Privacy (DPDP Act, 2023): The Digital Personal Data Protection Act provides a framework, 

but schools lack enforcement mechanisms. Student data fed into AI tools (chatbots, assessment 

platforms) risks surveillance and commercial exploitation without informed parental consent. 

8. Right to Equality (Article 14): Uneven AI access between well-resourced private schools and under-

funded government schools violates equal opportunity principles. 

Way Forward 

1. Cognitive Alignment: Restrict AI mechanics (supervised learning, neural networks) to Classes 9–12. 

For Classes 3–8, focus exclusively on CT unplugged, digital citizenship, and data privacy—not AI 

methodologies. 

2. Ethics-First Curriculum: Mandate modules on algorithmic bias, data footprints, and the human-in-

the-loop principle before any hands-on AI tool usage. Use UNESCO's 2023 guidance on generative AI 

in education. 

3. Infrastructure Equity: Prioritize the Budget 2026-27's ₹500-crore AI Centre to develop low-

bandwidth, vernacular AI literacy tools for rural schools. Link AI education to the BharatNet  project 

for last-mile connectivity. 

4. Teacher Training at Scale: Integrate AI pedagogy into pre-service teacher education (NCTE mandate) 

and expand NISHTHA 2.0 to cover all teachers by 2028, not just a select few.  

5. Regulatory Safeguards: Enforce DPDP Act compliance in all schools using AI tools. Establish a central 

grievance mechanism for AI-related data breaches in educational settings. 

Conclusion 

CBSE’s AI initiative is a necessary recognition of the 21st-century reality, but it must avoid being a Veneer of 

Modernity. For AI education to be truly transformative, it must align with the Cognitive Readiness of the child.  

Analyze constitutional morality in reconciling individual liberties with institutional 

autonomy. Evaluate its efficacy in balancing judicial independence with accountability in 

India. 

Introduction 

Constitutional Morality (CM) is the soul of Indian constitutionalism. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar defined it as a 

commitment to the constitutional method and democratic norms. In 2026, it has evolved into a judicial filter 

used to resolve the friction between archaic social practices and modern fundamental rights. 

Conceptual Framework 
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The term CM as articulated by scholar Dr. Ambedkar, refers to the supremacy of constitutional values—liberty, 

equality, fraternity, and justice—over transient societal majoritarianism. Unlike societal morality (sampradaya 

or sadachar), which is organic, historically evolved, and often exclusionary, constitutional morality demands: 

1. Self-restraint in the exercise of power. 

2. Respect for plurality and dissent. 

3. Deference to constitutional processes.  

4. Scepticism towards authoritative claims of popular sovereignty. 

5. Commitment to an open culture of criticism. 

Reconciling Individual Liberties with Institutional Autonomy  

Constitutional morality provides a principled framework for balancing competing claims: 

1. Liberty vs. Belief: CM dictates that Societal Morality cannot supersede CM (Article 14 - Equality, 

Article 21 - Dignity). Example: In Navtej Singh Johar (2018), the Supreme Court invoked it  to 

decriminalise homosexuality, protecting personal liberty against majoritarian morality. 

2. Institutional Autonomy: While Article 26 grants religious denominations autonomy to manage their 

affairs, CM suggests this autonomy is not absolute. It is subject to public order, morality, and health. 

Example: Sabarimala judgment (2018) tested whether exclusionary practices violated women’s 

equality, illustrating the tension between religious autonomy and gender justice. 

3. Reconciliation Mechanism: It demands proportionality, asking whether a practice so burdens civic 

equality that institutional autonomy must yield. This prevents both unchecked individualism and 

unaccountable institutional power. Example: If an exclusion (like the ban on women of menstruating 

age) effectively renders them second-class citizens, institutional autonomy must yield to constitutional 

egalitarianism. 

Efficacy in Balancing Judicial Independence and Accountability 

Balancing Judicial Independence vs. Accountability  

In 2026, CM is frequently invoked to manage the internal hygiene of the judiciary: 

1. Judicial Independence: Independence is not just freedom from the Executive but the ability to decide 

cases solely on constitutional principles. CM prevents majoritarian impulses from influencing the 

Bench. 

2. Judicial Accountability (The Self-Correcting Fulcrum): 

○ Master of the Roster: As CJI Surya Kant highlighted in late 2025, the power to assign cases 

must be exercised with Constitutional Sincerity, avoiding arbitrariness to maintain public 

trust. 

○ Administrative Transparency: CM demands that the independence of the judiciary does not 

become a shield for opacity. The 2026 move toward voluntary disclosure of judges assets is a 

manifestation of CM in practice. 

3. The Check on High Functionaries: CM reminds judges that while they are independent, they are 

accountable to the Constitutional Spirit. It prevents the judiciary from becoming an imperium in 

imperio (a state within a state). 

Critical Evaluation 
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While CM is a stabilizing force, it faces two major critiques in 2026: 

1. The Indic Critique: As argued in recent SC hearings, some view CM as a Western import that may not 

fully capture India's civilizational heritage, potentially leading to a Judicial Overreach into matters of 

deep-seated faith. 

2. Lack of Definition:  Critics argue CM is a subjective concept. Without a clear legislative or 

constitutional definition, it can become a tool for Judicial Subjectivity, where the morality of the judge 

replaces the morality of the Constitution. 

Conclusion 

Constitutional Morality is the silent sentinel of the Indian democracy. It ensures that the Constitution remains 

a living document, capable of reconciling the diverse claims of individual liberty, group autonomy, and 

institutional integrity. 

Analyze the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill’s impact on educational federalism. Evaluate the its 

impact on State Councils and UGC’s oversight. 

Introduction 

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025, marks a seismic shift in India’s higher education 

landscape. By subsuming the UGC, AICTE, and NCTE into a single apex body, the Bill seeks to implement the 

One Nation, One Regulator vision of NEP 2020. 

Union vs. State Powers 

The VBSA Bill raises fundamental questions about the distribution of legislative powers under the Constitution. 

Constitutional 

Provision 

Scope VBSA Compliance Concern 

Entry 66, Union List Limited to "coordination and 

determination of standards" in 

HEIs 

Bill grants sole discretionary powers to 

Union-controlled councils beyond this 

mandate  

Entry 32, State List Incorporation, regulation, and 

winding up of universities 

Bill encroaches upon State legislatures' 

exclusive domain  
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Entry 44, Union List Restricted powers over university 

regulation 

Overlap creates potential for federal 

conflict 

Concurrent List 

(Education) 

Shared jurisdiction requires 

consultation 

States not consulted during drafting 

despite direct impact on State universities  

The Bill's constitutional overreach argument rests on its expansion of Parliament's limited Entry 66 power into 

comprehensive control over State and private universities. 

Marginalization of State Higher Education Councils 

State Higher Education Councils (SHECs) key coordinating bodies between States and the Centre are 

conspicuously absent from the Bill's governance structure. 

1. Sidelining SHECs: Not providing permanent representation to SHECs in the three envisaged councils 

(Regulatory, Accreditation, and Standards), the Bill treats states as mere implementers rather than 

partners. 

2. Rotational Representation: Limiting state nominees to a rotational, one-year term on councils 

undermines the continuity and regional specificity required to manage over 70% of India’s 

universities, which are state-run. 

3. Centralized Appointments: The power of the Centre to appoint the Chairperson and Council 

Presidents further tilts the balance toward executive-led governance. 

Dilution of UGC's Consultative Framework 

The Bill dismantles the UGC's statutory consultative requirements without establishing equivalent safeguards. 

1. Section 13 of UGC Act (Current): Mandates inspections only after consultation with the university, 

ensuring institutional voice in standard-setting. 

2. VBSA Provision (Proposed): The VBSA Bill shifts these financial powers directly to the Ministry of 

Education, potentially turning academic funding into a political lever. 

3. Removal of Funding Role: The Commission and Councils will have no powers regarding funding to 

HEIs, a power now held directly by the Education Ministry, marking a departure from NEP's 

recommendation for an independent grants body. 

The Federation of Central Universities Teachers Association warned that Ministry control over grants would 

lead to education ministry interference in the functioning of higher educational institutions. 

Impact on Institutional Autonomy (IITs, IIMs, etc.) 

The Bill's reach extends to Institutes of National Importance (INIs), threatening their long-standing academic 

autonomy. 
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1. Clause 49 - Overriding Effect: Gives the proposed law precedence over existing statutes governing 

IITs, IIMs, NITs, IIITs, and IISERs. 

2. Ambiguous Safeguards: While the Bill states autonomy cannot be compromised, the details remain 

unclear, creating uncertainty for premier institutions. 

3. Historical Precedent: These institutions have traditionally operated outside UGC/AICTE regulatory 

frameworks; the Bill would bring them under the Commission's purview for the first time. 

Way Forward: A Federal, Collaborative Approach 

1. Constitutional Compliance: Restrict the Bill's scope to Entry 66's mandate—coordination and 

standards—leaving university incorporation and governance to States under Entry 32. 

2. Statutory Representation for SHECs: Amend the Bill to include SHEC Chairpersons as permanent 

members of all three Councils, not token one-year nominees. 

3. Restore Consultative Requirements: Re-insert UGC Act's Section 13-style mandate requiring 

consultation with institutions before inspections or standard-setting. 

4. Independent Funding Mechanism: Revert to NEP's original HEGC model an autonomous body for 

grant allocation rather than placing funding directly under Ministry control. 

5. Explicit INI Protection: Amend Clause 49 to explicitly exempt IITs, IIMs, NITs, and other INIs from 

the Commission's regulatory purview, preserving their academic autonomy. 

6. Fill Existing Vacancies First: Address the 67.6% vacancy rate in UGC and 63.6% in AICTE before 

dismantling these bodies; a critical vacancy situation severely impacts regulatory capacity. 

Conclusion 

Education is not merely for employment but for enlightenment. The VBSA Bill must balance reform with federal 

respect, lest centralization undermine the pluralistic ethos of India's higher education landscape. 

Evaluate the integration of fertilizer subsidies with PM-KISAN through direct transfers. 

Analyze its efficacy in ensuring food security and curbing resource diversion. 

Introduction 

The Economic Survey of India 2025–26 flags India’s fertiliser subsidy exceeding ₹2.5 lakh crore, urging 

efficiency. Integrating subsidies with PM-KISAN via DBT is debated to curb leakages and ensure food security. 

From Input Support to Income Support 

The proposal to club fertilizer subsidy funds with PM-KISAN into a single per-acre cash transfer represents a 

paradigm shift from subsidizing inputs to directly supporting farmer incomes. 

Area Current Regime (Price Control) Proposed Regime 

(Direct Transfer) 
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Subsidy Mechanism Indirect subsidy to 

manufacturers/importers 

Direct cash transfer to 

farmers 

Urea Price to Farmer Fixed at ₹242/bag (since 2012) Market-determined 

(freed) 

Incentive Structure Overuse and diversion incentivized Judicious use encouraged 

Fiscal Predictability Volatile (₹2.55 lakh crore in FY23)  Fixed budget outlay 

Potential Benefits 

1. Price Signal Correction: Freeing fertilizer prices would allow farmers to respond to market signals. 

NITI Aayog advocates that farmers paying full urea price (₹1,100/bag) would receive higher MSP, as 

the cost-plus formula (C2+50%) would increase procurement prices. 

2. Fiscal Savings for Reinvestment: The OECD estimates India has the most negative Producer Support 

Estimate (-14.5% of gross farm receipts) among monitored countries, implying domestic producers 

are implicitly taxed. Savings from rationalized subsidy (estimated ₹30,000-40,000 crore annually) 

could fund agricultural R&D, which saw its budget cut 4.8% in 2026-27. 

3. Environmental Co-Benefits: Current imbalanced use (N:P:K at 10.9:4.1:1) contributes to soil 

degradation, nitrate leaching, and nitrous oxide emissions (273x CO2). Direct transfers would 

incentivize balanced nutrient application and promote alternatives like Nano-Urea (90% Nutrient Use 

Efficiency). 

Critical Risks: 

1. Price Volatility Exposure: Global urea prices surged 65% in 40 days during recent conflicts (from 

$482 to $795/tonne). Without price caps, small and marginal farmers (86% of landholdings) could 

face unaffordable inputs during geopolitical shocks. 

2. Tenant Identification: Inadequate land records risk benefits going to absentee landlords rather than 

actual cultivators. 

3.       Price Volatility Exposure: Global shocks could make fertilisers unaffordable even with cash transfers. 

Example: 2026 West Asia crisis pushing urea prices to $795/tonne. 

4.       Behavioural Factors: Cash may be diverted to non-agricultural needs, especially among indebted 

farmers.transfers. 

Efficacy in Curbing Resource Diversion 
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1.    The current regime’s low administered price (₹242 per 45-kg bag) creates huge arbitrage, leading to 

industrial diversion and smuggling. 

2.    DBT removes this incentive by delinking subsidy from product purchase. However, success depends 

on robust Aadhaar-linked land records and grievance mechanisms. Without these, diversion may shift from 

fertiliser to cash itself. 

3.    The Economic Survey 2025-26 has explicitly recommended a modest increase in urea prices coupled 

with direct income transfers to farmers on a per-acre basis. The Survey further recommends zone-specific 

transfers indexed to cropping patterns, leveraging Aadhaar-linked fertilizer sales data and the PM-KISAN 

platform  

Way Forward 

1.    Phased DBT Implementation: Pilot DBT integration in selected states before nationwide rollout. 

Example: District-level pilots with real-time monitoring. 

2.    Dynamic Subsidy Indexation: Link cash transfers to global fertiliser price indices to protect farmers 

from volatility. 

3.    Strengthening Land Records: Accelerate digitisation under Digital India Land Records 

Modernization Programme (DILRMP). 

4.    Promoting Balanced Nutrient Use: Incentivise P & K fertilisers and discourage excessive nitrogen 

use. Example: Triple Super Phosphate (TSP). 

5.    Enhancing Extension Services: Use Soil Health Cards and agri-extension to guide optimal fertiliser 

usage. 

6.    Boosting Domestic Production: Encourage green ammonia, nano-urea, and indigenous fertiliser 

manufacturing. 

Conclusion 

Sustainable agriculture needs efficiency and innovation; integrating subsidies with DBT must balance farmer 

welfare, productivity, and national food security imperatives. 

 Is colonial architecture the hidden bottleneck in India’s legal system? Comment. 

Introduction 

Amid over 5 crore pending cases, colonial-era court architecture—physical and procedural—emerges as an 

overlooked constraint, shaping access, efficiency, and citizen-centric justice delivery outcomes. 

The Physical Bottleneck and Judicial Slumisation 

Most of India’s premier courts still operate out of Victorian-era edifices. While aesthetically grand, these 

buildings were designed for a tiny fraction of today's litigation volume. 
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1. Space and Accessibility: Colonial courtrooms were built to manifest imperial power, with high 

podiums and docks that intimidate rather than facilitate. Today, this leads to what experts call judicial 

slumisation a state where lawyers and litigants must elbow through overcrowded, poorly ventilated 

corridors. 

2. The Acoustic Barrier: The high ceilings and poor acoustics of old halls make it difficult for litigants to 

hear their own proceedings, detaching them from the very justice being delivered. 

3. Digital Incompatibility: The e-Courts Phase III project aims for digital transformation, yet colonial 

buildings pose challenges: difficult integration of digital infrastructure, lack of space for servers, e -

filing systems and poor connectivity. 

The Systemic Architecture 

Beyond brick and mortar lies the mental architecture of the law, which was originally an instrument of colonial 

control. 

1. The Adversarial Mindset: Resource-rich litigants gain advantage, prolonging disputes. This fosters a 

delay culture, increasing pendency. 

2. Docket System Inefficiency: Cases are heard serially rather than time-bound, causing delays when 

lawyers juggle multiple courts, leading to adjournments and pass-overs. 

3. Language as a Gatekeeper: The persistence of English as the language of the higher judiciary remains 

a significant structural bottleneck. For a litigant in rural India, the law remains an alien fortress where 

they cannot understand the arguments that decide their fate. 

4. The Master-Servant Legacy: Many procedural rules were designed to ensure the State’s supremacy. 

Even with the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) replacing the IPC in 2024, critics argue that the spirit of 

the law often remains focused on punishment (Danda) rather than restorative justice (Nyaya). 

Socio-Legal Impact 

Poor infrastructure directly affects: 

1. Litigant perception: Courts feel intimidating, not accessible 

2. Gender justice: Lack of facilities violates mandates like the Maternity Benefit Act 

3. Inclusion: Disabled and vulnerable groups face systemic exclusion 

The Economic Survey 2025–26 highlights that institutional inefficiencies reduce economic productivity , 

with delayed contract enforcement affecting investment climate. 

Way Forward 

1.   National Judicial Infrastructure Policy: Expand NCMS 2024 to include High Courts and integrated 

complexes and develop uniform design guidelines. 

2.   Litigant-Centric Court Design: Barrier-free access, digital kiosks, waiting areas and acoustic and 

spatial optimization. 

3.   Procedural Reforms: Shift to time-slot based hearings and promote case management systems. 

4.   Technological Integration: Fully digital courts (paperless, presence-less), AI-based translation for 

regional languages. 
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5.   Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR): Reduce burden through mediation and arbitration and 

revive community-based dispute resolution models. 

6.   Federal Coordination: Joint Centre-State funding and planning and capacity building under schemes 

guided by NITI Aayog recommendations. 

Conclusion 

 As D. Y. Chandrachud emphasised, courts must become citizen-centric institutions; reimagining architecture 

alongside procedure can transform justice delivery from colonial relic to democratic lifeline. 

Examine the Rupee’s role as a barometer of economic credibility. Evaluate how currency 

volatility impacts purchasing power and investor confidence in India. 

Introduction 

With the rupee touching ₹92/$ in 2026, the Economic Survey 2025–26 flags persistent trade deficits and 

volatile capital flows, underscoring currency value as a key signal of macroeconomic credibility and external 

sector resilience. 

Rupee as a Barometer of Economic Credibility 

The rupee's value is no longer just a price—it is a sovereign scorecard reflecting global trust in India's economic 

management. 

1.      Fiscal and Monetary Discipline: A stable Rupee indicates successful inflation targeting by the RBI and 

fiscal prudence by the government. 

2.      Foreign Exchange Reserves: The credibility is backed by the adequacy of forex reserves (currently 

targeted at 10–12 months of import cover) to thwart speculative attacks. 

3.      Policy Predictability: Consistent regulatory environments attract long-term capital, whereas a freefalling 

currency suggests a loss of control over macroeconomic fundamentals. 

Structural Drivers of Rupee Volatility 

1.      Trade Imbalance: India’s merchandise imports (oil, electronics, gold) consistently exceed exports. 

Economic Survey 2025–26 notes services surplus (~$135 bn) insufficient to offset goods deficit. This creates 

sustained demand for dollars, weakening the rupee 

2.      Capital Flow Volatility: FPI outflows (~$11.8 bn in 2025) amplify exchange rate swings. FDI turning 

negative (post-2025) raises financing concerns for CAD. 

3.      Global Geopolitics: Oil shocks (West Asia tensions). Monetary tightening in advanced economies. Trade 

conflicts and AI-driven capital shifts. These factors make the rupee highly sensitive to external shocks, beyond 

domestic fundamentals. 

Impact on Purchasing Power 

Currency volatility directly erodes purchasing power through imported inflation: 
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1.   Imported Inflation: India imports 85% of its crude oil; a weaker Rupee raises fuel, fertiliser, and 

transport costs, feeding into CPI. 

2.      The Inflationary Tax: HSBC scenarios show that at $100+/barrel oil with moderate El Niño, inflation can 

breach the RBI’s 6% upper tolerance. 

3.   Household Welfare: This acts as a regressive tax, disproportionately hurting lower and middle-

income households by reducing real wages and consumption. 

4.   Industrial Cost Pressures: Higher input costs for manufacturing (electronics, chemicals). Reduced 

competitiveness due to rising production costs. Thus, contrary to export optimism, volatility often reduces 

domestic economic welfare. 

Impact on Investor Confidence 

Volatility undermines investor confidence in multiple ways: 

1.   FPI Exodus: FPIs face currency risk; a 5-10% depreciation can wipe out equity returns in dollar terms, 

triggering outflows. 

2.   Corporate Balance Sheets: Corporates with External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs) see debt 

servicing costs rise sharply. 

3.   Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): Long-term FDI investors demand policy stability and hedging 

certainty; prolonged weakness raises country risk premiums. Economic Survey 2025-26 notes that FPIs turned 

net sellers in several months of 2025-26, adding pressure on the Rupee. 

Hence, the rupee acts as a real-time referendum on India’s policy credibility. 

Export Competitiveness 

1.      While a weaker rupee theoretically boosts exports: 

1. Global Value Chains involve high import content → cost advantage neutralized. 

2. Competing nations also devalue → no relative gain. 

3. Inflation offsets price competitiveness. 

2.      Historical evidence shows depreciation without structural reforms fails to deliver sustained export growth. 

Example: 2013 Taper Tantrum. 

Way Forward 

1. Strengthen forex reserves and diversify energy imports to reduce vulnerability. 

2. Accelerate export diversification and domestic manufacturing under PLI schemes to lower import 

intensity. 

3. Maintain fiscal prudence and inflation targeting credibility to anchor expectations. 

4. Deepen domestic capital markets and institutional investors to reduce dependence on FPIs. 

5. Use RBI interventions judiciously alongside structural reforms for long-term stability. 
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Conclusion 

Economic strength demands stability; a credible, resilient rupee remains essential for safeguarding growth, 

equity, and global investor trust. 

Evaluate how India is lifting its people out of income-based poverty but not moving them 

ahead for better upward mobility and economic opportunity? Analyze the shift toward a 

reasonable standard of living amid geoeconomic uncertainties. 

Introduction 

India is witnessing a historic paradox: the successful eradication of extreme penury alongside the stagnation 

of the aspirational class. While the state has mastered the logistics of survival, the escalator of upward mobility, 

the mechanism that turns a former laborer into a skilled professional—is increasingly clogged. 

Poverty Reduction 

India’s poverty reduction story is significant: 

·         Recent estimates show the share below the World Bank’s lower-middle-income poverty line falling from 

over 50% a decade ago to roughly 30%. 

·         Expansion of DBT architecture, PM-GKAY, Jan Dhan–Aadhaar–Mobile (JAM) improved last-mile delivery. 

·         NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) shows decline in deprivations (health, sanitation, 

housing). 

·         India has effectively created a “floor of survival”, reducing extreme deprivation. 

·         However, this success masks a deeper challenge: crossing the poverty line does not guarantee upward 

mobility. 

Limits to Upward Mobility 

Despite poverty reduction, upward mobility remains constrained: 

1.      Jobless Growth: Manufacturing has not scaled to absorb 10-12 million annual labour force entrants. 

Many have returned to low-productivity agriculture (still ~46% of workforce but only ~18% of GDP).  

2.      Wage Stagnation & Income Volatility: Real wages for salaried workers have remained largely flat even 

as productivity rose, fracturing the growth-income link.  Example: 94% informal workers earn < 

₹10,000/month (e-Shram data). 

3.      Weak Human Capital Conversion: High graduate unemployment (~29%). Education no longer 

guarantees mobility → “degree without dignity” paradox. Results in crossing poverty line leads to fragile 

stability, not prosperity. 

Shift Toward a Reasonable Standard of Living 
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The World Bank’s new approach reframes welfare:  

1.      From Binary to Spectrum: Moves beyond poor vs non-poor to distance from dignified living.  Focus on 

capabilities: health, education, security, digital access. 

2.      Why It Matters: Poverty lines measure subsistence, not aspiration. Reveals hidden inequality above 

poverty line. 

3.      Policy Relevance: Aligns with SDGs and human development approach (Amartya Sen). Encourages 

targeting bottom 40% more effectively. 

Challenges 

1.      External Economic Pressures: Protectionism and supply-chain disruptions raise input costs and limit 

export-led mobility job creation constrained. 

2.      Imported Inequality: Imported inflation from energy and commodity shocks acts as a regressive tax on 

lower-income groups. Limits savings → reduces ability to invest in education/health. 

3.      Capital-Intensive Growth Model: Growth driven by technology and capital, not labour absorption. 

Leads to K-shaped outcomes. 

4.      Social and Human Development: Child malnutrition (35.5% stunting, 18.7% wasting) → limits future 

productivity. Rising household debt, falling savings (~5% of GDP). Increasing reliance on credit for survival → 

“financialisation of subsistence”. 

5.      Constitutional & Governance Perspective: Directive Principles emphasize economic justice and 

equitable opportunity. Current trajectory risks violating substantive equality, despite formal poverty 

reduction. Welfare must evolve from redistribution to capability-building. 

6.      Economic & Policy Implications: Growth without mobility leads to: Rising inequality (top 1% holds 

~22% income).  Weak domestic demand and Social instability risks. 

Way Forward 

1.      Shift focus from poverty alleviation to opportunity creation through labour-intensive manufacturing and 

services. 

2.      Strengthen skilling and education-to-employment pipelines aligned with industry needs. 

3.      Expand social protection to include resilience-building measures like universal health coverage and 

portable benefits. 

4.      Promote regional balanced growth to reduce spatial inequalities in opportunity. 

5.      Adopt the “reasonable standard of living” metric in policy evaluation for more nuanced targeting. 

Conclusion 
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As Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam envisioned in India 2020, development must create opportunity, not mere survival; 

India’s challenge is transforming poverty reduction into sustained mobility through inclusive, capability-driven 

growth. 

Analyze the drivers of industrial unrest in India. Evaluate the New Labour Codes’ role in 

addressing wage stagnation and ensuring labor welfare. 

Introduction 

In early 2026, industrial hubs like Noida and Manesar have emerged as flashpoints for labor discontent. This 

unrest is not merely a localized dispute over paychecks; it is a symptom of a deeper structural friction between 

a modernizing legal framework (the New Labour Codes) and the harsh reality of cost-push inflation affecting 

the Indian working class. 

Key Drivers of Industrial Unrest in India 

The Scissors Effect of Wages vs Inflation 

1. Real wage stagnation: CPI-IW inflation rose ~24–28% (2021–26), while wages lagged (15–20% rise), 

eroding purchasing power. 

2. Cost-push inflation: Energy shocks (West Asia tensions, supply disruptions) increased food, fuel, rent, 

and LPG costs. 

3. Income insecurity: 94% of informal workers earn <₹10,000/month (e-Shram data), limiting 

resilience. Workers face a widening gap between earnings and living costs → protests. 

Structural Labour Market Issues 

1. Informalisation of workforce: ~90% workforce informal; contract labour reduces bargaining power. 

2. Jobless growth: Economic Survey highlights weak employment elasticity despite GDP growth. 

3. Migration vulnerability: Industrial hubs (Noida, Manesar) rely on migrant labour with high urban 

living costs. 

4. Regional disparities: Wage revisions differ across states → inter-state inequality. 

Institutional & Legal Drivers 

1. Delayed wage revisions: Base minimum wages revised after long gaps (UP since 2012, Haryana after 

10 years). 

2. Weak indexation: Dearness allowance adjusted, but base wages lag inflation. 

3. Trade union weakening: Fragmentation reduces collective bargaining strength. 

4. Policy uncertainty: Delay in notifying Labour Code rules creates regulatory ambiguity. 

Technological & Global Factors 

1. Global Value Chains (GVCs): Pressure to reduce labour costs in export sectors. 

2. Automation & AI: Reduces demand for low-skilled labour → wage suppression. 

3. Geoeconomic shocks: Tariffs, supply disruptions increase input costs → firms delay wage hikes. 

Evaluation of the New Labour Codes 
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The Codes consolidate 29 laws into four, aiming for simplification and flexibility: 

1. Positive Aspects: Introduce a national floor wage, expand social security to gig/platform workers, 

allow fixed-term employment with benefits, and promote ease of compliance through single 

registration and digital processes. 

2. Limitations on Wage Stagnation: While the Code on Wages provides for timely revision, 

implementation lags. The new definition of wages (capping allowances at 50%) may reduce take-home 

pay initially, despite long-term social security gains. 

3. Labour Welfare Gaps: Increased thresholds for standing orders and lay-off approvals offer flexibility 

to employers but raise concerns about job security. Trade union recognition and collective bargaining 

provisions vary by state, risking uneven protection. 

4. Overall Assessment: The Codes modernise the framework but have not yet translated into tangible 

wage improvements or reduced unrest due to delayed rules and poor communication. 

Way Forward 

1.    Economic Measures: Link minimum wage revisions more dynamically to CPI-IW with mandatory 

half-yearly adjustments. Promote labour-intensive manufacturing (PLI + MSME support). 

2.    Legal & Institutional Reforms: Fast-track Labour Codes implementation with clarity.  Strengthen 

collective bargaining frameworks. 

3.    Social Protection: Expand portable benefits for migrant workers and universalise urban social safety 

nets (housing, food security). 

4.    Technological & Skill Development: Invest in reskilling and digital literacy, align workforce with AI-

driven economy. 

5.    Governance Reforms: Real-time labour data systems (via e-Shram). Institutionalise tripartite 

dialogue (government–industry–labour). 

Conclusion 

Industrial peace is the bedrock of Make in India. While the New Labour Codes aim to improve Ease of Doing 

Business, they must not inadvertently cause Unease of Living for the worker. In 2026, the challenge lies in 

ensuring that the Code on Wages becomes a tool for prosperity, not a trigger for protest. 

Evaluate the ‘tax-free gateway’ model for GIFT City. Analyze how second-order effects like 

investment and technology can transform India into Asia’s financial hub. 

Introduction 

GIFT City’s tax-free gateway model offers 100% income tax exemption for 10 years out of 15; Economic Survey 

2025-26 notes its potential as a capital conduit. NITI Aayog’s Report highlights its second-order benefits for 

India’s global hub ambitions. 

GIFT City and the ‘Tax-Free Gateway’ Model 
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1.      The model treats GIFT City as a deemed foreign jurisdiction under FEMA, providing full capital account 

convertibility, free repatriation, and a unified regulator (IFSCA). 

2.      Inspired by global hubs like Singapore and Dubai, the model rests on a simple principle: minimise taxation 

to maximise capital inflows. 

3.      GIFT City (IFSC) offers: 

○ Tax holidays (10 years/extended framework). 

○ Full capital account convertibility under FEMA.   

○ Unified regulation via IFSCA. 

4.      Attract Global Gateway Capital (GGC) to manage investments across Asia.  Forgo direct tax revenue → gain 

indirect benefits (jobs, investments, innovation). 

Second-Order Effects and Investment and Technology Transformation 

1.      Investment Deepening: GIFT enables global capital routing into India and Asia. It has already facilitated 

deployment into Indian infrastructure and tech while attracting reallocated wealth from volatile regions. 

2.      Employment Generation (Direct + Indirect): High-skill jobs: finance, law, consulting, fintech. Ancillary 

jobs: real estate, hospitality, logistics. Potential multiplier effect across urban ecosystems. 

3.      Technology & Knowledge Spillovers: Presence of global banks and university campuses (Deakin, 

Wollongong) creates a knowledge corridor. FinTech sandboxes and AI adoption turn GIFT into an innovation 

laboratory, accelerating digital financial services. 

4.      Financial Deepening: Domestic firms gain easier access to global capital, lowering the cost of capital for 

infrastructure and manufacturing. This strengthens integration into global value chains. 

What Are We Missing? 

1.      Policy Permanence: Rolling extensions create uncertainty; a single comprehensive Act of Parliament is 

needed for long-term certainty. 

2.      Talent and Infrastructure: Physical amenities and international talent retention lag; hybrid operating 

models and long-term visas are essential. 

3.      Regulatory Fragmentation: Coordination between IFSCA, RBI, SEBI, and GST Council needs streamlining 

to avoid friction. 

4.      Limited Domestic Linkages: Risk of GIFT becoming an enclave economy disconnected from the broader 

Indian economy. 

5.      Inclusive Growth: Benefits are concentrated in high-skill sectors; the model must address broader 

employment needs. 

6.      Global Competition: Dubai, Singapore offer: longer tax certainty (30–50 years) and mature ecosystems. 

Where Will Employment Come From? 
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Limits of the Gateway Model is that financial hubs are skill-intensive, not labour-intensive. Cannot absorb 

India’s 12 million annual workforce entrants. GIFT City will generate high-value jobs in finance, legal, 

compliance, and tech (projected 136,000 by 2030). However, India needs millions of jobs annually. The real 

employment engine must come from: 

1.      Manufacturing Expansion: Labour-intensive manufacturing under expanded PLI schemes. 

2.      Services-Led Employment: Services sector formalisation, especially in tourism, logistics, and healthcare. 

3.      Urbanisation & Construction: Financial inflows → infrastructure boom → mass employment. 

4.      MSME Integration: Credit access via GIFT-linked capital markets can boost MSMEs → job multipliers. 

Way Forward 

1. Enact single comprehensive Act defining Global Gateway Capital as distinct category (alongside 

FDI/FII), superseding circular-based guidance 

2. Mandate IFSCA to harmonize KYC with global standards; accept prior jurisdiction compliance; enable 

fully digital onboarding 

3. Accelerate Working and Living model with 50,000 residential units; develop international schools and 

healthcare 

4. Scale university partnerships (target 10 international campuses by 2028); create structured 

internship pipelines 

5. Establish 5-6 GIFT-like manufacturing zones (as PwC recommends) with 20-year tax holidays for 

export-oriented production. 

Conclusion 

India must align GIFT’s global ambitions with domestic job creation. The tax-free gateway model can transform 

India into Asia’s financial hub if paired with bold, inclusive reforms. Development must combine capital, 

capability, and widespread opportunity. 

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026, remains only a legal 

document without intense sensitization of government functionaries and citizens regarding 

transgenders. Comment. 

In the landscape of Indian social legislation, the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 

2026, represents a pivotal yet controversial shift. Concerns on social exclusion, underscores that legal reform 

without sensitisation risks remaining ineffective in ensuring dignity and rights. 

Historical and Legal Context 

1.      The Supreme Court’s NALSA v. Union of India (2014) recognised transgender persons as a third gender 

with rights under Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21, affirming self-identification and dignity. 

2.      The 2019 Act was a legislative response, and the 2026 Amendment seeks to refine certification, welfare 

delivery, and anti-discrimination measures. 
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3.      However, legal frameworks alone cannot dismantle entrenched prejudice without societal and 

administrative transformation. 

The Amendment Bill Key Provisions and Controversies 

Provision 2019 Act 2026 Amendment 

Gender Identity 

Recognition 

Self-perceived identity 

recognized  

Removed; requires medical board certification 

Definition Includes trans men, trans 

women, genderqueer  

Limited to hijra, kinner, aravani, jogta, intersex 

persons 

Certification 

Authority 

District Magistrate based on 

self-declaration 

Medical Board (CMO/Dy. CMO) + DM 

Exclusions None for self-identifying 

persons 

Expressly excludes self-perceived gender 

identities and different sexual orientations  

Significance of Sensitisation 

The Bill’s success hinges on changing mindsets among government functionaries and citizens: 

1. Street-Level State Failure: Frontline actors police, District Magistrates, healthcare providers—often 

lack gender sensitivity like delays and harassment in issuing TGID cards, misgendering and denial of 

welfare benefits and poor utilisation of schemes like SMILE (low fund absorption). Without 

behavioural change, laws translate into procedural barriers rather than protections. 

2. Persistence of Structural Stigma: Historical marginalisation continues as: family rejection and 

homelessness, occupational exclusion (begging, sex work dominance) and violence and social 

invisibility. Legal prohibition of discrimination cannot override deep cultural prejudices without mass 

sensitisation. 

3. Exclusion from Growth: NITI Aayog and Economic Survey highlight, low labour force participation of 

transgender persons, barriers in skilling and formal employment and loss of productivity and 

increased welfare burden. Sensitisation is essential to convert legal inclusion into economic 

participation. 

4. Gap Between Rights and Reality: The Amendment creates a two-tier gatekeeping mechanism, 

medical Boards determine eligibility, followed by District Magistrate issuance. The Amendment raises 

concerns vis-à-vis, Article 14 (Equality), unequal burden of identity proof. Article 21 (Dignity & 

Privacy), invasive certification processes. Transformative constitutionalism, rollback from self-

identification.  Without sensitised institutions, constitutional guarantees remain aspirational rather 

than enforceable. 

5. Digital Exclusion: Limited TGID coverage due to low awareness and bureaucratic hurdles along with 

lack of inclusive digital platforms and grievance systems. Under-reporting in Census leading to policy 

blind spots. Technology without sensitisation reproduces systemic invisibility. 
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6. Tokenism vs Participation: National Council for Transgender Persons inadequately consulted. Weak 

community representation in decision-making. This violates the principle: Nothing about us without 

us. 

7. Law as a Paper Tiger: Without sensitization, identity becomes policed rather than protected, welfare 

remains underutilised and rights become symbolic, not substantive. Thus, the Amendment risks being 

a legal artefact disconnected from lived realities. 

Way Forward 

1.      Institutional Sensitisation: Mandate comprehensive sensitisation modules for all government 

departments, police, judiciary, and healthcare providers. 

2.      Educational Reforms: Integrate transgender issues into school curricula and professional training 

academies. 

3.      Community Participation: Establish monitoring mechanisms with transgender community participation 

to track implementation. 

4.      Legal Strengthening: Clear anti-discrimination enforcement mechanisms and penalties.  Strengthening 

the National Council for Transgender Persons. 

5.      Economic Inclusion: Skill development, reservations (as suggested post-NALSA), and corporate diversity 

mandates. 

Conclusion 

The 2026 Amendment can only move beyond symbolism when law is complemented by social transformation 

and administrative accountability. Without sensitisation, rights remain formal; with it, they become lived 

realities. 

Industrial disaster is an emerging disaster. Discuss the causes of this disaster. Mention the 

features of two such major industrial disaster in the last two decades in India. Describe the 

policies and frameworks in India that aim at tackling industrial disaster. 

Introduction 

 

Economic Survey 2025–26 flags rising industrial risks amid rapid manufacturing expansion; with hazardous 

chemical use increasing, India faces an emerging disaster profile where safety gaps, as noted by NITI Aayog, 

demand urgent reforms. 

Industrial Disaster as an Emerging Risk 

1.    Industrial disasters are no longer isolated accidents but systemic failures arising from cumulative risk 

(creeping risk). 

2. Rapid industrialisation + ageing infrastructure. 

3. Expansion of hazardous industries (chemicals, power, refineries). 
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4. Greater exposure of workers and nearby populations. Thus, disasters are increasingly predictable yet 

preventable failures. 

Causes of Industrial Disasters 

1.      Equipment Fatigue: Many plants operate beyond safe limits with inadequate upkeep, leading to boiler 

explosions and gas leaks. 

2.      Inadequate Safety Protocols: Self-certification and weak third-party audits under ease of doing business 

reduce oversight during restarts or capacity changes. 

3.      Contract Labour Vulnerabilities: Migrants and contract workers often lack training, safety signage in 

native languages, and proper protective equipment. 

4.      Regulatory Gaps: Penalties exist but enforcement is weak; the new OSH Code 2020 does not clearly hold 

principal employers fully liable for contractor lapses. 

5.      Poor Zoning: Locating hazardous industries in close proximity to dense residential clusters. Example: 

Non-conforming industrial zones. 

6.      Inadequate Audits: A checklist-based compliance approach rather than deep-dive safety audits. 

Features of Two Major Industrial Disasters (Last Two Decades) 

1.      Bhopal Gas Tragedy Aftermath and Lessons (Ongoing Legacy) Though the 1984 disaster predates the 

period, its long-term impact continues. The 2020 Visakhapatnam LG Polymers gas leak echoed Bhopal: styrene 

vapour leaked due to inactive safety systems post-lockdown restart, killing 11 and hospitalising hundreds. It 

exposed poor maintenance, inadequate emergency planning, and regulatory failure in monitoring hazardous 

chemical storage. 

2.      Sakti Boiler Explosion, Chhattisgarh (2026) A boiler explosion at a recently acquired and commissioned 

plant killed 20 workers. Similar to the 2020 Neyveli thermal power station blast, it occurred during unstable 

operating regimes (under-capacity, recent restart). Root causes included overpressure, scaling, and 

mismanaged water levels, highlighting weak continuous monitoring and the focus on fabrication standards 

over ongoing risk assessment. 

Policies and Frameworks for Tackling Industrial Disasters 

India has a robust but poorly implemented legal architecture: 

1. Factories Act, 1948: Mandates safety officers, committees, and protocols for hazardous operations. 

2. Environment (Protection) Act, 1986: Provides the umbrella framework for regulating hazardous 

substances post-Bhopal. 

3. Chemical Accidents (Emergency Planning, Preparedness, and Response) Rules, 1996: 

Established under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, mandate a three-tier crisis management 

structure—Central, State, and District—to prepare for and respond to chemical disasters in India. 

4. MSIHC Rules, 1989 (amended): The Manufacture, Storage and Import of Hazardous Chemical Rules 

mandate that industries prepare On-site and Off-site Emergency Plans. 
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5. Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991: Provides immediate relief to persons affected by accidents 

occurring while handling hazardous substances on a "no-fault" basis. 

6. Disaster Management Act, 2005: Established the NDMA (National Disaster Management Authority) 

at the center and SDMAs/DDMAs at state and district levels to coordinate responses to man-made 

disasters. 

7. Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020: Consolidates 13 laws, introduces 

inspector-cum-facilitators, and promotes decriminalisation with focus on compliance. 

8. Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organization (PESO): The nodal agency for regulating the safety 

of hazardous substances like compressed gases and explosives. 

9. Mining Surveillance System (MSS) and Khanan Prahari App: Use satellite and citizen reporting for 

illegal mining risks. 

Way Forward 

1. Strengthen continuous instrumentation and real-time auditing instead of annual certification. 

2. Make principal employers criminally liable for contractor safety lapses. 

3. Mandate safety training and signage in workers native languages. 

4. Integrate Boiler Accident Inquiry Rules 2025 with stricter penalties for unsafe restarts. 

5. Promote a culture of rewarding maintenance shutdowns over penalising downtime. 

Conclusion 

Vision of safe development, industrial growth must embed safety culture; otherwise, as NDMA warns, disasters 

will remain recurring outcomes of neglected systemic risks. 

Evaluate crop insurance in mitigating agricultural vulnerability. Contrast the yield versus 

weather-index triggers of PMFBY and RWBCIS, assessing their efficacy for farmers. 

Introduction 

 

Economic Survey 2025-26 confirms over 4.19 crore farmers insured under PMFBY, yet India's crop yields 

remain below global averages, highlighting insurance's critical but incomplete role in mitigating agricultural 

vulnerability. 

Role of Crop Insurance in Mitigating Vulnerability 

Indian agriculture faces structural vulnerabilities, monsoon dependence, fragmented landholdings, climate 

variability, and market volatility. Crop insurance mitigates these through: 

1. Income Stabilisation: Reduces distress sales and supports income security for smallholders (who 

constitute over 85% of farmers). 

2. Credit Access: Acts as risk cover, enabling institutional lending and reducing reliance on 

moneylenders. 

3. Risk Transfer Mechanism: Shifts climate and production risks from farmers to insurers and the state. 

4. Macro Stability: Prevents agrarian distress from spilling into inflation and rural demand contraction. 

Reports by NITI Aayog emphasise insurance as a pillar of climate-resilient agriculture, complementing 

irrigation and diversification. 



Mains Marathon Compilation April 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

PMFBY vs RWBCIS 

Feature PMFBY (Yield-Index) RWBCIS (Weather-Index) 

Primary Trigger Based on actual yield loss compared to the 

historical average (Threshold Yield). 

Based on weather parameters (rainfall, 

temperature, humidity, wind speed). 

Assessment 

Method 

Traditionally relies on Crop Cutting 

Experiments (CCEs), now increasingly using 

YES-TECH (satellite/AI). 

Relies on data from Automated Weather 

Stations (AWS) or the WINDS network. 

Payout Speed Often slower due to the time taken for 

physical harvest assessment and data 

auditing. 

Potentially faster; once the weather 

station records a breach of a trigger level, 

the claim is processed. 

Basis of Risk Covers holistic loss (pests, disease, local 

calamities, and yield drop). 

Covers specific perils (Excess Rainfall or 

Deficit Temperature) regardless of yield. 

Salient Features & Technological Infusion  

1. Uniform Low Premiums: 2% for Kharif, 1.5% for Rabi, and 5% for commercial/horticultural crops. 

2. YES-TECH (Yield Estimation System): By 2026, the reliance on manual CCEs has been reduced by 

40% in many states, replaced by satellite-based yield modeling to reduce disputes and delays. 

3. WINDS (Weather Information Network): A national grid of weather stations provides hyper-local 

data, making RWBCIS triggers more accurate for individual micro-climates. 

4. AIDE (App for Intermediary Enrolment): Ensuring last-mile connectivity and transparency in the 

enrollment process for non-loanee farmers. 

Efficacy Assessment for Farmers 

1.    PMFBY offers broader protection but suffers from assessment delays and implementation gaps. 

RWBCIS provides speed but carries basis risk, especially for small, heterogeneous plots. 

2.    Both maintain low farmer premiums (2% Kharif, 1.5% Rabi, 5% commercial/horticultural), with 

government subsidising the balance. 

3.    In 2026, technology integration (YES-TECH for yield estimation and WINDS for weather data) has 

improved both schemes, yet smallholders often face awareness and claim settlement challenges. 

Limitations 
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1.       The Basis Risk Problem: In RWBCIS, a farmer might lose their crop to a local pest, but if the weather 

triggers aren't breached, they get nothing. Conversely, in PMFBY, the "average yield" of an insurance unit might 

not reflect a specific farmer’s individual loss. 

2.       Implementation Gaps: While technology (2026) has reduced claim settlement times, challenges remain 

regarding the timely release of the State's share of premium subsidy, which often holds up payouts. 

3.       Trust Deficit:  Despite the Revamped PMFBY 2.0, many smallholders still perceive insurance as a loan 

requirement rather than a loss protection tool. 

Way Forward: Towards a Hybrid Risk Model 

1.    Adopt a hybrid model combining yield and weather triggers for comprehensive, timely coverage. 

2.    Expand YES-TECH and WINDS nationwide with ground-truthing for accuracy. 

3.    Strengthen grievance redressal through district-level committees and digital portals. 

4.    Promote awareness via FPOs and integrate insurance with crop advisories. 

5.    Ensure timely state premium contributions and faster claim disbursal. 

Conclusion 

As highlighted by M.S. Swaminathan’s vision of resilient agriculture, crop insurance must evolve into a 

proactive risk ecosystem; integrating technology and trust can transform vulnerability into stability for India’s 

farmers. 

Analyze the ‘Trojan Horse’ of delimitation in India’s democratic design. Evaluate if mid-20th-

century representation models suit contemporary federal and demographic disparities. 

Introduction 

 

The April 2026 rejection of the Delimitation and Women’s Reservation Bills exposed a Trojan Horse, linking 

gender justice to a population-based redrawing that penalises developed southern states. Delimitation revives 

debate on equity between population-based democracy and balanced Union of States. 

Understanding the Trojan Horse Argument 

Delimitation, constitutionally mandated under Articles 81, 82, and 170, aims to ensure one person, one vote, 

one value. However, linking it with reforms like women’s reservation has been criticised as a Tro jan Horse: 

1. Bundling of Issues: Social justice (women’s reservation) tied to a politically sensitive redrawing of 

constituencies. 

2. Deferred Implementation: Reservation contingent upon Census and delimitation delays immediate 

empowerment. 

3. Federal Anxiety: Perception that demographic reallocation may advantage populous states, altering 

political balance. Thus, delimitation is not merely technical, it becomes a political restructuring of 

power. 
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A Mid-20th Century Model 

India’s representation model was designed for ~36 crore population (1950s): 

1.       Lok Sabha frozen at 543 seats since the 42nd Amendment (1976), extended by the 84th Amendment 

(2001) till post-2026 Census. 

2.       MP-to-population ratio has worsened from ~1:7 lakh (1951) to ~1:25–30 lakh today. 

3.       While the freeze incentivised population control, it created representation asymmetry, questioning the 

continued relevance of the model. 

Federal Fault Lines: Population vs Performance 

1.   Demographic Divergence: Southern and western states achieved replacement-level fertility (TFR ≈ 

2.1 or below) while Northern states continue higher population growth. 

2.   The Penalty for Success Debate: States excelling in health, education, and population control risk 

losing proportional representation. Raises concerns of fiscal and political inequity, as high-performing states 

contribute more to GDP and tax revenues. 

3.   Constitutional Tension: Balancing Article 14 (equality) with federal principles. India as a Union of 

States requires both citizen equality and state equity. 

Structural Concerns in Contemporary Context 

1.   Governance and Legislative Efficiency: Expanding Lok Sabha to 800+ members risks deliberative 

dilution. Larger Houses may become procedural rather than substantive forums. 

2.   Institutional Imbalance: Rajya Sabha currently lacks true federal parity (representation is 

population-based, not equal). Weakens its role as a federal counterweight. 

3.   Political Economy Dimension: Delimitation may reshape resource allocation, fiscal transfers, and 

policy priorities. Could intensify regionalism and identity politics. 

4.   Technological and Data Challenges: Accurate delimitation depends on Census data integrity and 

digital mapping systems. Delays (Census 2026) compress timelines before 2029 elections. 

Global Comparisons and Lessons 

1. United States: Bicameral balance, House (population), Senate (equal states). 

2. European Union: Degressive proportionality protects smaller states. 

3. Canada & Germany: Multi-criteria representation models. India’s purely population-driven system 

appears increasingly inadequate for its diversity. 

Way Forward 

1.      Weighted Representation Model: Adopt digressive proportionality or a Demographic Performance 

(DemPer) index that rewards both population and development metrics (literacy, health, fertility control) as 

used by Finance Commission. 
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2.   Strengthen Federalism: Reform Rajya Sabha into a true House of States with near-equal 

representation. 

3.   Cap and Rationalise Lok Sabha Size: Limit expansion (~700 seats) to maintain deliberative quality. 

4.   Institutional Safeguards: Ensure independent Delimitation Commission with transparent criteria. 

Pre-consultation via All-Party Committee. 

5.   Decentralisation: Empower Panchayats and Urban Local Bodies to offset representational dilution. 

6.   Unbundle Reforms: Implement women’s reservation independently, preserving democratic 

legitimacy. 

Conclusion 

As B.R. Ambedkar warned in Constituent Assembly debates, democracy requires continuous recalibration; 

delimitation must balance population justice with federal equity to sustain India’s unity amid diversity and 

demographic transformation. 

Examine the drivers behind the decline of the Maoist insurgency. Evaluate whether the 

movement is truly terminal or retains potential for revival. 

Introduction 

 

By 2026, India’s Left-Wing Extremism has sharply declined—from 180 districts to under 10—per the Economic 

Survey 2025–26, reflecting intensified security operations, development outreach, and governance reforms, 

though concerns of residual insurgent potential persist. 

Drivers Behind the Sharp Decline 

1.      Security and Operational Superiority: Elimination of General Secretary Nambala Keshava Rao (2025) 

and several Central Committee members created a severe vacuum and dismantled strategic command. 

Operations like Black Forest and Kagaar cleared strongholds in Abujmarh and Karregutta Hills using inter-

agency coordination CoBRA, DRG, and advanced surveillance.  Result: Over 3,800 surrenders, 2,200 arrests, 

and significant cadre neutralisation. 

2.      Technological Transformation: Use of drones, satellite intelligence, AI-based mapping, and real-time 

surveillance eroded Maoists’ traditional jungle advantage. Digital policing reduced ambush vulnerabilities and 

disrupted logistics. 

3.      Developmental Penetration: Schemes like DBT, PMGSY, and Aspirational Districts Programme bridged 

the governance vacuum. NITI Aayog highlights that state presence replaced insurgent parallel governance. 

Example: Construction of 17,500 km of roads and 9,000 mobile towers ended forest isolation, enabling 

governance reach. 

4.      Alienation of tribal base: Leadership remained largely non-tribal, creating distrust. Welfare schemes 

(PM Awas Yojana, Ujjwala, DBT) and Eklavya schools eroded the class enemy” narrative of state neglect. 
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5.      Ideological and Organisational Weakness: Internal splits between militarisation vs. mass mobilisation 

approaches. Outdated Maoist ideology lost resonance amid democratic participation and welfare expansion.  

Declining intellectual and urban support base. 

6.      Legal and Institutional Measures: Strengthened surrender and rehabilitation policies with skill 

development. Tightened financial surveillance disrupted extortion networks (levy system). Constitutional 

governance mechanisms replaced insurgent authority structures. 

Is the Movement Terminal or Latent? 

Arguments for Terminal Decline 

1.       Recruitment Crisis: Modern tribal youth in 2026 are increasingly aspirational, preferring digital 

connectivity and jobs over the People's War ideology. 

2.       Resource Depletion: Stricter monitoring of mining levies and "levy-chains" has choked the funding that 

sustained the movement’s guerrilla army. 

3.       Constitutional: Democratic institutions have expanded legitimacy in affected regions. 

4.       Governance: Transition from “security-centric” to rights-based approach is crucial. 

Arguments for Residual/Latent Threat 

1.       Residual Grievances: Unresolved land alienation and mining displacement in areas like Hasdeo Arand 

could reignite local support. Development has reduced insurgency incentives, but inequality persists. 

2.       Urban/Overground Pivot: Intelligence suggests a shift toward radicalising students and workers 

through front organisations rather than jungle militias. 

3. Ideological Core: A few fugitive leaders and symbolic figures like Ganapathi remain, potentially 

sustaining underground networks. 

Way Forward 

The transition to a Naxal-free India in 2026 requires moving from Counter-Insurgency (COIN) to Constitutional 

Consolidaton: 

1. Restorative Justice: Settlement of pending Forest Rights Act claims to prevent future alienation. 

2. Psychological Reintegration: Ensuring that the thousands of surrendered cadres are successfully 

absorbed into the formal economy. 

3. Local Policing: Gradually withdrawing Central Forces (CRPF/COBRA) and empowering local police 

who possess the cultural and linguistic nuances of the tribal belt. 

Conclusion 

 

As former President Ram Nath Kovind observed, development is the best antidote to extremism; sustaining 

peace requires bridging governance gaps so that insurgency’s root causes never regain legitimacy in India’s 

peripheries. 
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Welfare and development often overlap in political discourse. Distinguish between the two 

and evaluate how this blurring impacts India’s long-term fiscal sustainability. 

Introduction 

In the 2026 governance landscape, the line between welfare (immediate relief) and development (long-term 

capacity building) has become increasingly porous. While both aim to improve the Ease of Living, their 

economic logic and fiscal outcomes differ significantly. The challenge for India is ensuring that populist welfare 

doesn't cannibalize the investment in development. 

Distinguishing the Core Concepts 

Feature Welfare (The Safety Net) Development (The Ladder) 

Objective Immediate consumption support and poverty 

alleviation. 

Enhancing productive capacity and economic 

autonomy. 

Focus Targeted at vulnerable groups (Direct Benefit 

Transfers, free grain, subsidies). 

Focused on systems (Infrastructure, Skill India, 

R&D, digital public goods). 

Economic 

Role 

Stimulates demand in the short term. Drives supply-side efficiency and long-term 

GDP growth. 

Duration Often recurring and perpetual. Generally time-bound capital investment with 

a multiplier effect. 

The Political Overlap and Why the Blurring Occurs 

1. The Guarantee Culture of 2026: Political parties increasingly frame welfare measures (like monthly 

cash transfers or free electricity) as developmental rights to gain broader electoral legitimacy. 

2. Signaling Strategy: By using the language of development to describe welfare, political actors signal 

a commitment to progress while actually focusing on palliatives that yield quicker electoral returns 

than long-gestation infrastructure projects. 

Impact on Fiscal Priorities and Sustainable Growth 

1. Capex vs. Opex Imbalance: Excessive spending on revenue-heavy welfare (Opex) reduces the fiscal 

space for capital expenditure (Capex). In 2026, as India aims for a 7 trillion economy, every rupee 

diverted from infrastructure to untargeted subsidies slows the multiplier effect. 

2. The Dependency Trap: Continuous welfare without concurrent skill development can create a cycle 

of dependency, where the workforce remains under-qualified for the high-tech jobs generated by the 

Viksit Bharat vision. 
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3. Fiscal Deficit Pressures: Aggressive welfare competition between States often leads to fiscal 

profligacy, potentially affecting India's sovereign credit ratings and the cost of borrowing for 

development projects. 

The Middle Path 

The 2026 policy shift focuses on Productive Welfare where social security is linked to developmental outcomes. 

1. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Using Aadhaar-enabled stacks to ensure welfare is leak-proof, 

thereby saving funds for development. 

2. Asset Creation: Programs like MGNREGA 2.0 focusing on creating durable water conservation assets 

rather than just providing manual labor. 

3. Human Capital: Treating health and education not as expenditure (welfare) but as investment 

(development). 

Conclusion 

In 2026, the blurring of these concepts is a double-edged sword: it makes social justice a political priority, but 

risks compromising the structural integrity of the economy. A sustainable model requires a transition from 

Revdi (freebies) to Rozgar (employment), where welfare serves as a temporary bridge to developmental 

participation. 

Examine the policy challenges of India's LPG-dependent energy model. Evaluate the shift to 

electric cooking as a strategic imperative for energy sovereignty. 

Introduction 

India consumes over 33 MMT LPG annually with nearly 60% imports, Economic Survey 2025–26 notes it as a 

persistent macroeconomic risk and rising energy vulnerability. Budget 2026–27 stresses diversification, 

exposing structural risks in household-centric LPG dependence and supply-chain fragility. 

Nature of India’s LPG-Dependent Energy Model 

India’s LPG transition—accelerated by the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has achieved near-universal clean 

cooking access (10+ crore households). However, this success has structurally transformed LPG into a 

household-essential fuel, unlike global patterns where LPG is largely industrial.  

1. Demand–supply mismatch: Domestic production meets only ~40% of demand. 

2. Household concentration: Over 90% of LPG is used for cooking, limiting flexibility. 

3. Import intensity: Imports equal ~150% of domestic production. Thus, India’s LPG model is not 

merely import-dependent it is socially locked-in. 

Key Policy Challenges 

1.      The Import Chokepoint: 90% of imports pass through Hormuz; 2026 tensions caused price spikes and 

supply fears, widening the Current Account Deficit. Unlike crude oil (with diversified sourcing), LPG markets 

are tight and pre-committed globally. 
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2.      Storage Deficit: Operational stock ≈ 15 days; strategic cavern storage barely ~1.5 days. Compared to 

countries like Japan (100+ days), India lacks buffer resilience. 

3.      Fiscal Burden and The Subsidy Paradox: Targeted subsidies (₹300 per cylinder for PMUY households) 

ensure affordability but create fiscal stress, especially during price spikes. This limits capital allocation for long-

term energy transition. 

4.      Infrastructure and Distribution Constraints: Cylinder logistics are carbon-intensive, costly, and 

disruption-prone. Last-mile delivery in rural and remote areas remains vulnerable. 

5.      Economic and Market Rigidity: LPG demand is inelastic—households cannot easily reduce consumption. 

Domestic LPG, petrochemical feedstock, and blending uses compete for limited supply. 

6.      Technological and Systemic Limitations: Limited integration with smart energy systems. Lack of 

flexibility compared to grid-based or piped energy systems. 

The Shift to Electric Cooking as Strategic Imperative 

1.      Energy Sovereignty: Shifting to electricity reduces dependence on imported hydrocarbons and enhances 

strategic autonomy. 

2.      Economic Efficiency: Induction cooking efficiency: 80–85% vs. 40–50% for LPG. Lower lifecycle costs 

reduce subsidy burden. 

3.      Synergy with Renewable Transition: India achieved 50% non-fossil installed capacity (2025). Schemes 

like rooftop solar can power cooking, decentralising energy consumption. 

4.      Technological Integration: Smart grids, demand management, and storage systems support scalable 

adoption. Aligns with digital and electrification push. 

5.      Environmental and Social Gains: Reduced emissions and indoor pollution. Enhances long-term 

sustainability goals (Net Zero 2070). 

Barriers to Electric Cooking Transition 

1.      Grid Infrastructure: In semi-urban and rural areas, the last-mile transformers often lack the capacity to 

handle a sudden surge in high-wattage induction stoves during peak morning/evening hours. 

2.      Behavioral and Cultural Resistance: Many Indian culinary practices (like making rotis) are perceived 

as difficult on flat induction plates. There is also a lack of "induction-ready" utensils in rural markets. 

3.      Upfront Costs: While running costs are lower, the initial purchase of an induction cooktop and compatible 

cookware remains a barrier for the bottom of the pyramid. 

Way Forward: Rebalancing the Energy Mix 

1.      Launch a National E-Cooking Mission with targeted subsidies/vouchers for induction kits linked to PM 

Surya Ghar. 

2.      Upgrade last-mile distribution transformers and promote smart metering for efficient load management. 
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3.      Mandate BEE efficiency standards for electric cookware and incentivise domestic manufacturing. 

4.      Integrate electric cooking into Ujjwala 2.0 with awareness drives on health and cost benefits. 

5.      Use data from pilots in Maharashtra and Telangana to scale successful models nationally. 

Conclusion 

 

True sovereignty lies in self-reliance; transitioning from imported LPG to domestic electricity can secure India’s 

kitchens, economy, and strategic autonomy sustainably. 

Examine if increasing parliamentary seats ensures better representation. Evaluate the role 

of the third tier in fostering a more responsive democracy. 

Introduction 

True democratic representation and responsiveness cannot be achieved merely by increasing the number of 

MPs. A holistic solution requires shifting the focus from the top-heavy parliamentary model to the grassroots 

power of the Third Tier of Governance (Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies). 

Historical–Constitutional Context 

1.      India’s parliamentary design under Articles 81 and 82 was calibrated for a population of ~36 crore. The 

freeze on seats (1976–2026) ensured federal balance while incentivising population control. 

2.      Today, despite population tripling, representation cannot be reduced to “people per MP” arithmetic alone: 

3.      Representation has evolved from physical proximity → digital accessibility. 

4.      The MP’s role has shifted from local grievance handler → national policymaker.   

5.      Thus, institutional expansion must be assessed against functional necessity, not demographic inertia. 

Why More MPs Is Not a Panacea? 

1. Constitutional Balance, Not Arithmetic: The freeze (1976–2026) preserved federal equity and 

incentivised population control. Representation cannot be reduced to a simple population-per-MP 

formula. Example: seat freeze logic. 

2. Changing Nature of Representation: The MP’s role has evolved from a local grievance handler to a 

national lawmaker, making functional efficiency more important than numerical expansion. Example: 

policy over patronage. 

3. Technology Expands Access: Mobile connectivity, social media, and e-governance have increased an 

MP’s reach, weakening the argument that more MPs are needed for accessibility. Example: digital 

outreach. 

4. Legislative Efficiency Risks: A significantly larger House risks reduced debate quality, rushed 

lawmaking, and over-reliance on committees, potentially weakening parliamentary scrutiny. Example: 

guillotine passage. 
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5. Structural, Not Numerical, Constraints: Low women’s representation and limited responsiveness 

stem from party nomination practices and political will—not the number of seats. Example: ticket 

allocation bias. 

The Third Tier: India’s Real Democratic Backbone  

1. Unmatched Scale & Proximity: With ~3.2 million elected representatives across 250,000+ 

Panchayats and ~3,700 ULBs, the third tier offers dense, localised representation far beyond 

Parliament’s reach. Example: grassroots density. 

2. Strong Constitutional Foundation: The 73rd & 74th Amendments institutionalised decentralisation, 

regular elections, and participatory governance, though devolution remains uneven. Example: 

decentralisation mandate. 

3. Gender & Social Transformation: Around 45–46% women representation (~1.45 million leaders) 

and inclusion of SC/ST communities have reshaped priorities toward welfare-oriented governance. 

Example: women leadership. 

4. Subsidiarity in Practice: Local bodies handle core functions like water, sanitation, agriculture, and 

housing, aligning governance with the principle of subsidiarity. Shift from centralised 

representation → distributed governance. Example: local governance. 

5. Everyday Accountability & Responsiveness: Sarpanchs and councillors are directly accessible, 

enabling faster grievance redressal and frontline disaster response, unlike distant parliamentary 

systems. Example: immediate feedback. 

Key Challenges The 4F Deficit 

1.      Funds: Local bodies remain dependent on state/central grants; they need greater power to generate their 

own tax revenue. 

2.      Functions: Clear devolution of the 29 subjects (Panchayats) and 18 subjects (ULBs) is still pending in 

many states. 

3.      Functionaries: A lack of dedicated technical and administrative staff at the local level leads to poor 

implementation. 

4.      Freedom: Excessive state government interference often turns local bodies into extensions of the state 

machinery rather than autonomous units. 

Way Forward 

1.      Calibrated Expansion: Moderate Lok Sabha seat increase with stronger committees to protect 

deliberation quality. Example: committee scrutiny. 

2.      Fiscal & Functional Devolution: Transfer 29+18 subjects with ~10% tax devolution and binding State 

Finance Commissions. Example: fiscal autonomy. 

3.      Political Deepening: Mandatory women quotas, OBC framework, and capacity-building institutions for 

grassroots leaders. Example: inclusive politics. 

4.      Administrative & Tech Reform: Leadership academies, local civil services, digital transparency, and AI 

governance dashboards. Example: digital governance. 
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5.      Institutional Synergy & Accountability: Clear role division (MP–MLA–local), empowered mayors, and 

Gram Sabha-based participatory planning. Example: subsidiarity model. 

Conclusion 

True democracy empowers citizens at grassroot; expanding Parliament without strengthening grassroots risks 

numerical growth without meaningful representation or participatory governance. 

Examine the intersectionality of caste and class in India. Evaluate whether economic parity 

effectively neutralizes caste-based disparities in accessing social opportunities. 

Introduction 

India's Economic Survey 2025–26 projects 7.4% GDP growth, yet Telangana's Composite Backwardness Index 

(CBI) built on 35 million people, proves wealth cannot dissolve caste: equally poor General Caste children 

access private schooling eight times more than SC/ST peers. 

Caste–Class Overlap, Not Substitution 

1.       The claim that poverty is the only caste reduces inequality to income, ignoring India’s layered social 

structure. 

2.       Class (income/wealth) determines material capacity whereas caste shapes social capital, networks, 

dignity, and access 

3.       Intersectionality implies caste and class reinforce—not replace—each other, producing a double 

disadvantage for marginalised groups. 

Empirical Evidence from Telangana’s Composite Backwardness Index (CBI)  

1.      Scientific Measurement of Backwardness: Covers 242 caste groups, ~3.5 crore population. Uses 42 

indicators (education, occupation, assets, discrimination). More comprehensive than the Mandal Commission 

(11 indicators) 

2.      Key Findings: SC/ST communities are ~3 times more backward than General castes. BCs are 2.7 times 

more backward. Within-caste inequalities exist, but population share shows: 99% STs, 97% SCs, 71% BCs 

below state average. Backwardness is structural and cumulative, not merely economic. 

Debunking the Poverty is the Only Caste Myth 

1.      Education Access Gap: Poor General caste children access private education 8× more than equally poor 

SC/ST children. Indicates social capital advantage independent of income. 

2.      Persistent Inequality Across Income Levels: CBI gaps between castes remain similar among: poor 

households and rich households. Economic mobility does not erase caste hierarchy. 

3.      Urbanisation Does Not Dissolve Caste: Similar caste gaps in urban and rural Telangana. Migration 

improves amenities, not social acceptance or networks. 
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Why Economic Parity Does Not Mean Social Parity  

Caste functions as a Hidden Tax or a Hidden Subsidy: 

1. Access to Information and Networks: Higher-caste households, even when poor, often reside in 

social networks that provide information about quality education, healthcare, and job opportunities 

networks often inaccessible to SC/ST families. 

2. Institutional Bias: Research consistently shows that in the private sector and non-state institutions, 

surnames often act as a filter, regardless of the applicant's economic background. 

3. Psychological and Cultural Capital: Bourdieu’s concept of Cultural Capital explains how certain 

groups possess the right accents, manners, or social confidence that elite institutions reward, which 

are historically linked to caste rather than just current bank balances. 

Limits of Economic Parity as a Solution 

1.      EWS Debate: Pure income-based criteria overlook: historical discrimination and social exclusion. 

2.      Double Burden Phenomenon: Marginalised groups face economic poverty and caste stigma & 

exclusion. Addressing only income leaves structural barriers intact. 

Way Forward 

1. National Caste Census + CBI framework: Adopt 40+ parameter backwardness measurement 

nationally for precision targeting over blunt categorical allocations. 

2. Private sector equal opportunity law: Reservations cover ~3% (public sector) of India's workforce 

the private sector gap demands legislative intervention. 

3. Ring-fence SCSP/STSP: legally protect SC/ST sub-plan funds; Example: Karnataka 2026–27 diverted 

₹14,198 crore of such funds to general guarantee schemes. 

4. Raise social spending: Budget 2026–27 social sector allocation stands at 2.5% of GDP  lower than 

2014–15; international benchmarks demand 4–6%. 

5. AI audit mandate: Require caste-neutral algorithmic audits for digital hiring platforms; collect caste-

disaggregated gig economy data. 

6. Shift allocation logic: Move from population-proportional to backwardness-proportional welfare, 

delivering resources as a social justice tap, not a common welfare pool. 

Conclusion 

In 2026, as India seeks to become a Viksit Bharat, it must acknowledge that economic growth alone will not 

erase social stratification. True parity requires a policy framework that recognizes the Intersectionality of Caste 

and Class, ensuring that social mobility is not restricted by a "glass ceiling" of identity that even money cannot 

break. 

Analyze the systemic precariousness of India’s urban informal workforce. Evaluate the 

adequacy of legislative frameworks in ensuring their socio-economic security and rights. 

Introduction 
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When Noida factory workers spilled onto streets in April 2026 demanding wage parity, they made visible what 

India's ₹53 lakh crore Budget masks: 90% of India's workforce — roughly 450 million people — operates 

without contracts, social security, or legal protection, building a $3.5 trillion economy they cannot afford to live 

in. 

Understanding the Systemic Precariousness 

Historical Roots: From Production to Survival 

1.       India's post-independence model privileged capital over labour. The closure of Mumbai's textile mills and 

Ahmedabad's weaving plants (1980s–90s) dismantled organised labour's urban base. 

2.       Cities ceased to be production hubs and became spaces of social reproduction, where workers spend 

energy managing survival: rent, food, childcare — not building assets or rights. 

3.       The Washington Consensus further withdrew the state from rights-based provision, converting water, 

housing, and healthcare into market commodities the poor now purchase at distress prices. 

 Nature of Informal Employment (Economic-Social) 

1. PLFS: ~90% workforce informal; in urban areas, regular salaried jobs remain limited. 

2. Features: no written contracts, wage volatility and lack of pension, insurance, paid leave. 

3. RBI Bulletin (2025): dependence on informal credit → debt traps. 

Urban Vulnerability Matrix (Spatial + Social) 

1.       Around 40% urban poor in slums, often: located in hazard-prone zones and paying 30–50% income as 

rent. 

2.       Intersectionality: Migrants lack domicile → exclusion from PDS, voting. Women (≈94% informal) face 

double vulnerability. Youth pushed into gig economy due to skill mismatch. 

Governance Shift: Rights to Market 

1.       Influence of Washington Consensus: Shift from rights-based welfare → user-fee model 

2.       Outcomes: Privatisation of water, electricity, gentrification and eviction and weakening of labour 

protections 

Evaluating Legislative Frameworks Promise vs. Reality  

What Exists: The Legal Architecture 

1. Articles 21, 39(d), 43 of the Constitution guarantee dignified life, equal pay, and living wages — 

creating enforceable obligations long dishonoured. 

2. The four Labour Codes (2019–20), operationalised via draft rules (December 2025), consolidate 29 

fragmented laws — mandating written appointment letters, universalising minimum wages, and 

formally defining gig and platform workers for the first time. 
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3. e-Shram portal: 31.2 crore registrations as of December 2025 — the largest informal worker database 

ever built. 

4. Rajasthan Platform-Based Gig Workers Act (2023) and Karnataka's similar initiative represent 

pioneering state-level recognition. 

Where Frameworks Fall Short: Four Structural Failures 

1.      Eligibility Exclusion by Design  Draft rules under Social Security Code (January 2026) require 90 

continuous days with a single aggregator to qualify for benefits — precisely excluding the most precarious 

workers who juggle multiple platforms. The framework protects the slightly-less-poor, not the poorest. 

2.      Registration ≠ Rights 31.2 crore on e-Shram, yet no automatic benefit delivery follows registration. 

"Digital inclusion" has been mistaken for welfare delivery — a category error with real human cost. 

3.      Fiscal Abandonment Budget 2026–27 allocated ₹32,666 crore for Labour broadly, but activated no 

dedicated Social Security Fund for gig/informal workers — despite the Economic Survey 2025–26 explicitly 

calling for government co-financing. Legal modernisation without fiscal commitment is legislation as 

performance. 

4.      Enforcement Vacuum The shift from Inspector to Inspector-cum-Facilitator under the new Codes has 

weakened accountability. Multi-layered sub-contracting shields principal employers from liability making 

wage theft and safety violations legally untraceable. 

Way Forward 

1.      Universal and Portable Social Protection: Integrate e-Shram + Aadhaar + ONORC + Ayushman Bharat 

to ensure inter-state portability. 

2.      Strengthening Urban Local Bodies: 74th Amendment: empower ULBs to manage informal labour 

welfare. Example: Kerala model, Workers’ councils. 

3.      Legal Accountability Reform: Fix principal employer liability and mandatory social security compliance 

for business permits. 

4.   Inclusive Urban Planning: Recognise informal workspaces, street vending zones and rental housing 

reforms. Expand Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs). 

5.   Financial Inclusion: Expand Jan Dhan + microcredit + SHGs to reduce dependence on moneylenders. 

6.   Skill and Digital Inclusion: Align skilling (Skill India) with urban informal sectors and bridge digital 

divide for welfare access. 

Conclusion 

As B.R. Ambedkar warned, political democracy must rest on social and economic justice; without securing 

informal workers’ dignity, India’s urban growth risks remaining exclusionary and unstable.  
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Evaluate the impact of modernization on Indian Railways safety and speed. Analyze how 

these infrastructure upgrades are driving India’s logistical and economic transformation. 

Introduction 

With a record ₹2.78 lakh crore budget in 2026–27, six times the 2014 allocation — Indian Railways has 

transformed into a modernising spine of a $3.5 trillion economy, carrying 20 million passengers and 1,670 

million tonnes of freight daily across 1,37,000 km of track.  

Modernisation and Safety Transformation 

1.   From Reactive to Preventive: Transition from manual inspection to data-driven predictive 

maintenance: ultrasonic Flaw Detection (USFD), 36.2 lakh track km tested and rail/weld failures reduced by 

~90%. Deployment of advanced systems, Kavach (Automatic Train Protection) prevents collisions and signal 

passing at danger. AI-enabled surveillance at 1,800+ stations detects intrusion and risks. 

2.   Infrastructure Strengthening: 55,000 km track renewal since 2014; use of long welded rails (260m 

panels) → fewer joints, smoother rides. Introduction of: 60-kg high-strength rails, thick-web switches, CMS 

crossings and wider sleepers for thermal stability. 

3.   Measurable Safety Outcomes: Consequential accidents reduced from 135 (2014–15) to 16 (2025–

26) (~89% fall). Accident rate improved from 0.11 to 0.01 per million train km. Safety fencing (17,500 km) 

reduces trespassing risks. 

4.   Technological Shield (Kavach 2.0): By 2026, the indigenous Automatic Train Protection (ATP) 

system, Kavach, has been deployed across high-density corridors. This has effectively eliminated collisions 

caused by human error or Signal Passing at Danger (SPAD).  

Safety gains reflect = systemic reform + technology + engineering + governance integration  

Speed Enhancement and Operational Efficiency 

1.      Track Capacity Upgradation: With 80% of the network now capable of speeds above 110 kmph and a 

90% reduction in rail/weld failures, the transition reflects the successful convergence of Mission Raftaar and 

the Zero Accident goal. Example: enables semi-high-speed services like Vande Bharat Express. 

2.      Mechanisation of Maintenance: Track machines increased from 748 to 1,785. Mechanised: ballast 

cleaning, tamping and rail grinding (1 lakh km+).  Example: results in reduced maintenance time and increased 

track availability despite higher traffic. 

3.      Digital Backbone and Real-Time Systems: IP-MPLS telecom backbone across 1,396 stations. Integrated 

Passenger Information System (IPIS) at 1,405 stations. Example: GPS-based Oscillation Monitoring Systems 

(OMS) improve ride quality. 

4.      Mission Raftaar: Track strengthening, removal of permanent speed restrictions (PSRs), and the 

proliferation of Vande Bharat trainsets have pushed the average speed of premium trains toward the 130–160 

kmph bracket. 
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Logistical Transformation of the Economy 

1.      Freight Efficiency and Industrial Growth: Through the Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs) and the Gati 

Shakti Multi-Modal Cargo Terminals, IR is aiming to reduce India’s logistics cost from 14% to under 10% of 

GDP. DFCs reduce transit time by 30–40% and enable double-stack container movement. Example: Aligns with 

NITI Aayog vision of reducing logistics cost from ~14% to global benchmarks (~8%) 

2.      Multimodal Integration: Integration with PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan: rail-port-road 

connectivity and industrial corridors and economic zones. Example: Creates networked infrastructure 

economy. 

3.   The Multiplier Effect: Every rupee invested in Railway Capex has a multiplier effect of nearly 5x on 

the economy, stimulating demand in steel, cement, and high-tech manufacturing (rolling stock). 

Challenges 

1. The Operating Ratio (OR):  While capital investment is at an all-time high, the high operating ratio 

driven by social service obligations and pension liabilities limits internal resource generation. 

2. Last-Mile Connectivity: The Transformation is incomplete if the railway station remains an isolated 

hub. Integration with urban transport (Metro/Bus) via the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan is 

essential. 

3. Mixed Traffic Bottlenecks: Running high-speed passenger trains on the same tracks as heavy freight 

remains a challenge. Full segregation via DFCs is the only long-term solution. 

Way Forward 

1. Monetization: Leveraging National Monetization Pipeline (NMP) for station redevelopment to reduce 

the burden on the exchequer. 

2. Digital Twins:  Using AI and Digital Twin technology for predictive maintenance of tracks and rolling 

stock. 

3. Green Railways: Transitioning to Net Zero Carbon Emitter by 2030 through 100% electrification and 

solar-powered stations. 

Conclusion 

Infrastructure is the backbone of development; modern Railways exemplify how technology-driven mobility 

can power inclusive growth and national transformation. 

Analyze India’s shift from managing major powers to building ‘partnerships with equals’. 

Evaluate its role in creating a new global strategic architecture. 

Introduction 

In early 2026, India signed the India-EU FTA called the mother of all deals  and a strategic trade reset with the 

US, yet simultaneously faced Washington's tariffs for purchasing Russian energy. This paradox defines India's 

moment: bilateral dependency is a vulnerability; only building partnerships with equals converts capability 

into durable global influence. 
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From Strategic Balancing to Strategic Shaping 

1.       India’s foreign policy has evolved from Non-Alignment to Multi-Alignment, and now toward strategic 

leadership. 

2.       Earlier, India balanced great powers (U.S.–USSR, later U.S.–China), preserving autonomy. However, 

supply-chain weaponisation (post-Galwan disruptions, U.S. tariff pressures) has exposed limits of mere 

relationship management. 

3.       Today’s shift reflects a post-globalisation reality where economics is subordinated to geopolitics—

technology denial regimes, export controls, and sanctions regimes dictate access to critical goods (chips, APIs, 

rare earths). Thus, India seeks not just space within the system, but influence over the system itself.  

Why Partnerships with Equals? 

1.      Limits of Bilateralism: Bilateral deals (India–U.S., India–EU FTA 2026) remain transactional and 

reversible. As seen globally, even strong trade ties are vulnerable to political shifts. 

2.      Risk of Asymmetric Dependencies: India depends on China for APIs and electronics. Advanced tech 

ecosystems remain U.S.-centric. Overdependence reduces strategic autonomy. 

3.      Sectoral Plurilateralism as Alternative: India is adopting issue-based coalitions: 

● Technology: iCET (India–U.S.), semiconductor alliances 

● Energy: International Solar Alliance, Global Biofuels Alliance 

● Connectivity: IMEC corridor 

These reflect functional cooperation among equals, not hierarchical alliances. 

Building Blocks of a New Global Strategic Architecture 

1.   Digital Public Infrastructure: India’s DPI model (UPI, Aadhaar, DigiLocker) is emerging as a global 

template. Enables open, interoperable systems and offers alternative to U.S. Big Tech dominance and China’s 

state-surveillance model. Exported to Global South nations, creating normative influence. 

2.   De-dollarisation: INR internationalization, local currency settlements with UAE, Russia, and Saudi 

Arabia insulate India from dollar-denominated shock — the Economic Survey 2025–26 identifies currency 

diversification as a strategic macroeconomic priority. 

3.   Supply Chain Sovereignty: India-EU FTA (2026): Covers €100 billion in bilateral trade; critically, 

includes provisions on supply chain resilience, a structural commitment, not just a tariff schedule. 

4.   Strategic Coalitions: 

·         Quad: Indo-Pacific security architecture. 

·         BRICS+ and G20 leadership: multipolarity advocacy. 

·         Voice of Global South: India as bridge between developed and developing worlds.  
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Domestic Foundations of External Architecture 

5.   The Budget 2026–27 and policy frameworks emphasize: ₹2.78 lakh crore infrastructure push, 

manufacturing via PLI schemes and semiconductor and AI ecosystems. 

6.   The Economic Survey 2025–26 highlights: Need for resilient supply chains and importance of trusted 

partnerships over hyper-globalisation. 

7.   Think tanks like NITI Aayog stress: India as a connector economy and leveraging demographics, digital 

capacity, and market size. 

Challenges 

1. Two-front vulnerability: Sustained global leadership requires a stable neighbourhood; ongoing 

China border tensions and Pakistan-sponsored instability drain strategic bandwidth. 

2. Economic credibility gap: A partnership of equals with Japan or France requires consistent 7–8% 

GDP growth., the Economic Survey 2025–26 projects 7.4% but flags global headwinds. 

3. Internal Polarization: A nation’s foreign policy strength is often a reflection of its internal social 

cohesion. Maintaining the image of a Vishwa-Mitra (Global Friend) requires navigating complex 

domestic socio-political narratives. 

Way Forward 

1.       IMEC Physical Infrastructure: Accelerate railway and port connectivity despite West Asia conflict. 

2.       BRICS Chairship (2026): Deliver concrete outcomes on payments systems, AI governance, and climate 

resilience. 

3.       UNSC Reform: Move from ‘demand’ to ‘coalition-building’ for permanent sea. Coordinate with G4 (Japan, 

Germany, Brazil) and African Union (55 votes). 

4.       Economic Resilience: Reduce API dependence on China. 

5.       Labour Mobility: Expand bilateral agreements beyond Russia/Japan to Germany, Canada, Australia. 

6.       Multilateral Engagement: Champion ‘reform not abandonment’ of institutions like WTO, WHO, UNSC.  

Conclusion 

India’s foreign policy is defined by Vishwa-Bandhutva (Universal Brotherhood) but with a realistic edge. By 

building partnerships with equals, India is ensuring that the New World Architecture is not a bipolar G2 (US-

China) world, but a democratic, multipolar one. 

Analyze the Online Gaming Rules 2026. Evaluate the efficacy of expanding the compliance 

net to financial institutions in addressing socio-economic risks of gaming. 

Introduction 
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India's online gaming market, projected at $9 billion by 2027 (FICCI-EY 2025) carries a shadow economy of 

addiction, fraud, and regulatory arbitrage. MeitY notified the Online Gaming Rules 2026, placing banks as 

enforcers and banning real-money games entirely. 

Core Features of the 2026 Rules 

1.   The New Authority: The Online Gaming Authority of India (OGAI), housed under MeitY, is the central 

regulator with multi-ministry composition (Home, Finance, I&B, Sports, Law), reflecting gaming's cross-

sectoral risks. 

2.   Categorization: Games are now strictly divided into E-sports (skill-based competition), Online Social 

Games (entertainment), and Online Money Games (RMGs). 

3.   The Red Line on Money Gaming: Unlike previous drafts that sought to verify real-money games, the 

2026 framework effectively bans the pay-to-play model entirely, citing its propensity for addiction and 

financial ruin. 

4.   Light-Touch for Social Gaming: Determination and registration are not universally mandatory, 

casual and social games are exempted from prior approval unless triggered by specific conditions (scale, 

transaction value, or OGAI direction). It reflects ease of doing business + regulatory flexibility. 

5.   User Safety Architecture: Mandatory age verification, parental controls, time restrictions, 

counselling support, and a two-tier grievance system (internal → OGAI → Appellate Authority within 30 days) 

create a structured user protection layer. 

6.   Data Localisation: Social gaming and e-sports platforms must store traffic data within India — 

aligning with the Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023's data sovereignty framework and enabling 

domestic law enforcement access. 

Financial Institutions as Regulatory Gatekeepers 

1.      The Payment Blockade: Financial institutions are now legally barred from processing 

transactions for platforms identified in the OGAI’s Negative List. This turns banks into the first line 

of defense against illegal offshore and domestic gambling sites. 

2.      KYC and Transaction Monitoring: Platforms must implement Banking-Grade KYC. Financial 

intermediaries are required to report suspicious gaming-related patterns to the Financial 

Intelligence Unit (FIU), effectively treating online gaming platforms with the same scrutiny as 

high-risk financial entities. 

3.      Alignment with Policy Vision: Budget 2026–27 emphasises digital economy governance 

and Economic Survey 2025–26 highlights platform accountability and fintech regulation. NITI 

Aayog advocates trusted digital ecosystems. 

Efficacy in Addressing Socio-Economic Risks 

1.   Tackling Addiction and Financial Harm: Blocking financial flows reduces high-frequency 

speculative gaming and spending controls and KYC reduce debt cycles. Aligns with WHO’s reco gnition of 

gaming disorder. Example: NIMHANS found 3.1% of adolescents showing problematic gaming behaviour. 
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2.   Cutting Regulatory Arbitrage: The framework bypasses federal fragmentation even if a state permits 

a game, a bank operating under national rules cannot process its transactions. 

3.   Enhancing Consumer Protection: Clear grievance redressal hierarchy and mandatory disclosure of 

safety features. Improves trust in digital platforms. 

Limitations and Emerging Concerns 

1.   The Whack-a-Mole Challenge: While financial controls are robust, the rise of decentralized finance 

(DeFi) and crypto-gaming could provide a loophole for savvy users to bypass the traditional banking regulatory 

net. The absence of a Virtual Digital Assets regulatory framework (pending since the Crypto Bill stalled in 2024) 

leaves this vector open. 

2.   Risk of Informalisation: Ban on real-money gaming may: push users to offshore/crypto-based 

platforms and affect startups like Dream11-type ecosystems. Potential job and revenue losses in a high-growth 

sector. 

3.   Constitutional and Federal Issues: Possible conflict with Article 19(1)(g) (right to trade) and overlap 

with state jurisdiction on betting and gambling. 

4.   Economic Cost: The ban threatens ₹12,000 crore in tax revenue and risks 100,000+ jobs in gaming 

startups (NASSCOM 2025). 

Way Forward 

1. Adaptive Regulation:  Issue detailed guidelines for banks on distinguishing esports earnings from 

RMG; create esports team registration framework. 

2. Global Coordination: Collaborate on cross-border enforcement of illegal platforms. 

3. Strengthen DPI Integration: Link gaming compliance with Aadhaar-based KYC (with safeguards). 

Conclusion 

Online Gaming Rules represent a Safety-First pivot in India’s digital governance. By integrating financial 

institutions into the regulatory net, the government has transitioned from being a silent spectator to an active 

gatekeeper. 

Examine if weakening unionisation has exacerbated worker vulnerability. Evaluate the 

challenges of rising contractualisation and the demand for a universal social security net. 

Introduction 

India's unionisation rate has collapsed to 6.3% just 1.8% in the private sector even as 2026 witnesses factory 

floors in Noida, Manesar, and Pune erupt in protest. The Economic Survey 2025–26 acknowledges that real 

wages for industrial workers have stagnated against a 25% CPI-IW rise over five years. 

Weakening Unionisation and Worker Vulnerability 

1.      Decline in Collective Bargaining Power: Before 1991, trade unions held real bargaining power anchored 

in the dirigisme period's public sector growth, where employment peaked at 19.6 million. Post-liberalisation, 



Mains Marathon Compilation April 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

three forces simultaneously dismantled union density: privatisation (public employment fell to 17.5 million by 

2008), outsourcing and fragmentation (ideological divisions across INTUC, AITUC, CITU split the movement 

politically rather than consolidating it economically). 

2.      Legal Erosion: 

·         The Industrial Relations Code 2020 raises the threshold for union formation to 10% of the 

workforce — up from just 8 workers under the Trade Unions Act 1926. This single change structurally 

prevents unionisation in small and medium enterprises where the majority of informal workers are 

employed. 

·         The Labour Department's statutory supervision of unions has been withdrawn entirely — 

removing the state as a guarantor of organising rights. 

·         The Contract Labour (Regulation & Abolition) Act 1970's enforcement has simultaneously 

weakened, enabling principal employers to deny any accountability to contract workers. 

What De-unionization Costs Workers 

1.   Wage gap: Contract workers earn 14–31% less than permanent workers for identical tasks 

(PLFS 2023–24). 

2.   Safety: Without union pressure, workplace safety violations go unchallenged the Noida 2026 

protests were triggered not by wages alone but by denied safety equipment and arbitrary dismissals. 

3.   Algorithmic tyranny: In gig platforms, the absence of collective representation allows 

unilateral pay-rate changes, Ola, Uber, and Swiggy driver strikes of 2025–26 were leaderless, 

spontaneous outbursts precisely because no union structure existed to channel grievances formally. 

4.      Tripartite silence: Minimum wage advisory boards, the tripartite mechanism (government, 

employer, union) meant to revise wages, function only where unions are vocal. De-unionisation has 

rendered these boards employer-dominated by default. 

Rising Contractualisation 

1.      The Scale of Informalisation Within Formality: Contract labour in manufacturing has increased from 

~20% (1999) to over 40% (2023). Fixed Term Employment (FTE) institutionalised under labour codes aims 

at flexibility but often results in perpetual temporariness. 

2.      Wage and Security Disparities: Contract workers earn 14–31% less than permanent employees for 

similar work, with limited access to provident funds, gratuity, or health benefits. Job insecurity prevents long-

term skill development and union formation. 

3.      Economic and Productivity Costs: Excessive reliance on contract labour reduces firm productivity (up 

to 31%) and discourages human capital investment, contradicting long-term growth goals highlighted by NITI 

Aayog’s employment strategy reports. 
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4.      Legal and Constitutional Concerns: While Article 19(1)(c) guarantees the right to form associations, 

rising thresholds under labour codes (e.g., 10% workforce requirement for unions) restrict union formation, 

raising concerns about substantive labour rights erosion. 

Demand for a Universal Social Security Net 

1.      Inadequacy of Existing Frameworks: The Code on Social Security, 2020 and platforms like e-Shram (30+ 

crore registrations) mark progress, yet benefit realisation remains weak due to funding gaps, digital exclusion, 

and fragmented implementation. 

2.      Gig Economy and New Vulnerabilities: With gig workers projected to reach 23.5 million by 2030, 

absence of employer-employee relationships leads to algorithmic control without accountability, intensifying 

precarity. 

3.      Need for Portability and Universality: Workers demand portable, universal benefits (healthcare, 

pension, insurance) independent of employer ties—aligned with global best practices and recommendations 

from ILO and NITI Aayog. 

Way Forward 

1. Revitalise Trade Unions: Encourage inclusive, sector-specific unions (including gig workers). 

2. Regulate Contractualisation: Limit misuse of FTE; ensure equal pay for equal work.  

3. Universal Social Security: Create a national, portable social protection system funded by state + 

employers + platforms. 

4. Strengthen Tripartite Institutions: Revive labour boards for wage setting and dispute resolution. 

5. Digital Inclusion: Link e-Shram with direct benefit transfers and real-time grievance systems. 

6. Labour Law Enforcement: Shift from facilitation to accountability-based inspection systems. 

Conclusion 

Strengthening the tripartite dialogue and ensuring that Social Security is a portable, fundamental right rather 

than a contractual perk is the only way to ensure that Ease of Doing Business does not come at the cost of 

Dignity of Labor. 

Evaluate natural gas as a pillar for energy resilience. Examine strategies to diversify 

sourcing and distribution to insulate India from global cartelization. 

Introduction 

India’s Gas-Based Economy vision aims to increase the share of natural gas in the primary energy mix from 6% 

to 15%. Unlike crude oil, which is heavily influenced by the supply-side control of OPEC+, the global natural gas 

market offers a more decentralized landscape, providing India a strategic opportunity to build energy 

resilience. 

Natural Gas as a Pillar of Energy Resilience 
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1.      Transition Fuel with Strategic Value: Natural gas emits nearly 50% less CO₂ than coal, aligning with 

India’s climate commitments (NDCs, net-zero 2070). It acts as a bridge fuel enabling a shift from coal-heavy 

energy systems to renewables. 

2.      Immunity to Cartelisation: Unlike oil dominated by OPEC, natural gas markets are geographically 

dispersed (U.S., Qatar, Australia, Mozambique), reducing cartel risks. Increasing LNG trade has made pricing 

more competitive and flexible (gas-on-gas). 

3.      Economic and Energy Security Benefits: Reduces exposure to oil price shocks (e.g., Strait of Hormuz 

disruptions) and supports industries (fertiliser, power, CGD) with cleaner fuel. Enhances energy diversification, 

a key recommendation in NITI Aayog energy strategy reports. 

Strategies for Diversified Sourcing 

1.      Portfolio-Based Import Strategy: India is shifting from dependence on West Asia to a multi-source LNG 

basket, long-term contracts with Qatar, U.S., Australia. Emerging suppliers, Mozambique, Russia, Africs this 

reduces geopolitical vulnerability and ensures supply continuity. 

2.      Long-Term Contracts and Price Stability: Negotiating 15–20 year LNG contracts with flexible pricing 

clauses protects India from sudden market volatility, especially during geopolitical crises. 

3.      Strategic Reserves and Storage: Developing Strategic Gas Reserves (SGR) (similar to oil reserves) 

enhances resilience against short-term disruptions, a key policy direction post global energy shocks. 

4.      Domestic Production Push: Exploration in KG Basin, Andaman offshore regions. Coal Bed Methane (CBM) 

and unconventional gas. Though limited, domestic output reduces import dependence in the long run.  

Distribution Reforms 

1.      Expanding Pipeline Infrastructure: India’s gas pipeline network (~25,000+ km) is expanding under the 

One Nation, One Gas Grid vision, integration of eastern and northeastern regions. Example: Projects like Urja 

Ganga pipeline. 

2.      City Gas Distribution (CGD) Expansion: CGD networks are extending piped gas access to households 

and MSMEs, reducing LPG dependence and improving urban energy resilience. 

3.      Small-Scale LNG (SSLNG) Ecosystem: For regions where pipelines are uneconomical, SSLNG enables 

decentralised gas delivery via trucks. Supports transport (LNG trucking) and dispersed industries. 

4.      Regulatory and Fiscal Reforms: Bringing natural gas under GST to reduce tax cascading. Harmonising 

state-level VAT to improve afford`ability and uptake 

Complementary Pathways for Resilience 

1.      Electrification and Renewables: Scaling non-fossil capacity (target 500 GW by 2030) reduces fossil 

dependency, with gas acting as balancing fuel for intermittency. 

2.      Bioenergy Integration: Biomethane potential (~55 bcm annually) can replace LNG imports, integrating 

with gas grids—linking agriculture with energy security. 
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3.      Technological Innovations: AI-enabled grid management, IoT-based storage optimization and hydrogen 

blending in gas networks (future-ready transition). 

Way Forward 

1.      Supplier concentration: Diversify to non-West Asia suppliers for 50%+ of LNG by 2030; activate Canada 

and Mozambique contracts. 

2.      GST exclusion: Bring natural gas under GST immediately — eliminate state-level VAT cascading. 

3.      SSLNG financing: Mandate financial institutions to treat SSLNG as priority sector; carbon credits for 

biomethane producers. 

4.      Indigenous production: Fast-track KG Basin + CBM clearances; biomethane PLI scheme on model of 

green hydrogen mission. 

5.      Strategic reserves: Commission first underground salt cavern gas storage by 2028; target 30-day buffer. 

Conclusion 

 As the Kirit Parikh Committee on Natural Gas (2022) recommended: India must treat gas not as a commodity 

but as strategic infrastructure. Moving from 6% to 15% gas share by 2030 is not merely an energy target — it 

is the difference between an economy that absorbs global shocks and one that architects its own stability. 

Examine the Crisis of Urban Electoral Disenfranchisement in India. Evaluate Whether the SIR 

Process Undermines the Constitutional Principle of Universal Adult Franchise. 

Introduction 

Amid rapid urbanisation flagged in the Economic Survey 2025–26, concerns over Special Intensive Revision 

(SIR) exclusions reveal a widening gap between constitutional universal franchise and actual voter access in 

India’s cities. 

Understanding Urban Electoral Disenfranchisement 

India’s democratic framework guarantees universal adult franchise under Article 326, yet urban realities 

reflect systemic exclusion rather than mere voter apathy. 

Nature of the Crisis 

1. High migration: Urban labour mobility disrupts voter registration continuity 

2. Informality: ~40% urban population in slums (World Bank) lacks formal documentation 

3. Administrative complexity: Electoral processes remain rigid and documentation-heavy. It results in 

large sections migrants, tenants, informal workers become politically invisible citizens. 

The SIR Process Mechanism and Concerns 

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) aims to clean electoral rolls but has increasingly functioned as a 

bureaucratic filter rather than an inclusion tool. 
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Key Features of SIR 

1. Verification based on proof of residence and legacy records. 

2. Door-to-door enumeration by officials. 

3. Deletion of non-traceable or duplicate voters. 

Ground-Level Concerns 

1. Documentation Bias: Requires stable address proof (often unavailable to migrants). Legacy data 

demands (2002/2005 records) unrealistic for mobile populations 

2. High Deletion Rates: Patna: ~16.5 lakh deletions, Ghaziabad: ~36% voters removed and Mumbai: 

~14 lakh deletions (2025 SIR). 

3. Exclusionary Enumeration: Slums undercounted due to informal status and gated societies 

inaccessible. Women and minorities disproportionately affected. This creates dual 

disenfranchisement: barriers to new registration + deletion of existing voters. 

Constitutional Principle of Universal Adult Franchise 

1.       Legal Foundation: Article 326 ensures voting rights irrespective of class, caste, or wealth. Rooted in 

equality (Article 14) and democratic participation. 

2.       Ambedkarite Vision: B. R. Ambedkar envisioned: One person, one vote → political equality and One 

person, one value → substantive equality. 

3.       Reality Check: When electoral access depends on bureaucratic compliance: Rights shift from citizenship-

based to document-based. Marginalised groups lose political voice and democracy risks becoming procedural 

rather than participatory. 

Does SIR Undermine Universal Franchise? 

Arguments Supporting SIR 

1. Prevents duplication and bogus voting. 

2. Ensures electoral integrity. 

3. Aligns with need for updated urban rolls. 

Arguments Against SIR 

1. Violation of Inclusivity Principle: Exclusion due to inability to produce documents contradicts 

universal franchise. 

2. Disproportionate Impact: Urban poor, migrants, minorities most affected and creates selective 

filtration of electorate. 

3. Administrative Overreach: Excessive bureaucratic discretion in deletions and limited transparency 

and grievance redressal. 

4. Erosion of Democratic Legitimacy: Large-scale exclusions distort representation. Policy bias 

towards registered, stable populations. Conclusion: While SIR aims at electoral integrity, its current 

design risks undermining the spirit of universal adult franchise. 

Way Forward 
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1.      Inclusion-First Electoral Reforms: Shift from proof-based to presumption of inclusion. Accept self-

declaration + community verification. 

2.      Voter Portability: Remote Voting Machines (RVMs) for migrants and Nationwide voter portability system. 

3.      Data Integration: Link voter rolls with digital identity systems (with safeguards) and real-time updating 

mechanisms. 

4.      Strengthening Institutions: Enhance transparency and accountability of Election Commission of India 

and time-bound grievance redressal. 

5.      Targeted Inclusion Drives: Special campaigns in slums, rental clusters, informal settlements. 

Conclusion 

As B. R. Ambedkar warned, democracy demands real equality; unless electoral processes prioritise  inclusion, 

universal franchise risks dilution, weakening India’s democratic legitimacy and deepening urban socio -political 

exclusion. 

Critically evaluate the fossilisation of Indian agriculture amidst geopolitical volatility. 

Analyze the need for a shift towards energy-resilient and sustainable farming models. 

Introduction 

India’s agriculture, once circular and biomass-based, now consumes over 30 mt fertilisers and massive diesel 

inputs. The 2026 Iran-Israel conflict and Strait of Hormuz closure have now exposed its Achilles' heel: a nation 

feeding 145 crore people on geopolitically vulnerable inputs it neither produces nor controls. 

Understanding Fossilisation of Indian Agriculture 

The Green Revolution transformed Indian farming into an input-intensive system reliant on fossil fuels: 

1. Mechanisation surge: From ~5,000 tractors at Independence to over 12 million today; farm power 

now overwhelmingly mechanical. 

2. Chemical dependence: Fertiliser use rose from 69,800 tonnes (1950-51) to ~32.9 mt (2024-25), 

dominated by urea and DAP. 

3. Energy linkage: Diesel for irrigation, petroleum-based pesticides, and gas-based fertiliser production 

tightly couple agriculture with global energy markets. This fossilisation improved productivity but 

created structural external dependence. 

Geopolitical Volatility 

Recent West Asian tensions highlight systemic vulnerabilities: 

1. Supply chain chokepoints and Import dependence:  Strait of Hormuz disruption affects ~⅓ of 

global fertiliser trade. India imports over 50% of natural gas and nearly all potash and phosphates. 

2. Price shocks: Export restrictions by Russia and China amplify shortages and subsidy burdens. El Niño 

compounds the crisis by disrupting monsoons, reducing crop yields, and triggering supply-side 

inflation. 
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3. Fiscal strain: Fertiliser subsidy (over ₹1.7 lakh crore in recent budgets) becomes volatile, impacting 

macroeconomic stability. Thus, Indian agriculture is no longer insulated but globally exposed. 

Need for Shift to Energy-Resilient and Sustainable Models 

1.      Bio-based Circular Agriculture: Use of crop residues, dung, and biomass for biofertilisers and biogas.  

India’s ~300 million-tonnes-per-annum  manure can produce ~55 billion-cubic-meters biomethane, 

potentially replacing LNG imports in fertiliser production. 

2.      Renewable Energy Integration: PM-KUSUM scheme, solar pumps reduce diesel dependence. 

Solarisation of irrigation decouples farming from oil price shocks. 

3.      Input Efficiency & Innovation: Nano-urea, precision nutrient management reduce fertiliser intensity. AI 

and IoT for optimising water and input use. 

4.      Diversification & Agroecology: Natural farming, organic inputs, crop diversification enhances soil health 

and reduces import reliance. 

5.      Institutional & Policy Reforms: Shift subsidies from fertilisers to income and sustainability incentives. 

Promote carbon credits and payments for ecosystem services and strengthen domestic fertiliser capacity and 

alternative feedstocks (green ammonia). 

6.      Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP): Andhra Pradesh's ZBNF, now scaled to 6 lakh farmers, 

reduces chemical input cost by 60–70%, using cow dung/urine-based preparations (Jeevamrit, Bijamrit) as 

nutrient and pest management. 

Challenges in Transition 

1.      Yield Concerns: Moving away from the fossil-fuel model too rapidly may lead to an initial dip in 

productivity, threatening food security for 145 crore people.  

2.      The Livestock Deficit: The bovine-based model requires a healthy, productive cattle population, which 

faces challenges like shrinking grazing lands and diseases like Lumpy Skin. 

3.      Economic Inertia: The entire machinery of credit, subsidies, and extension services is currently geared 

toward the chemical-fossil model. 

Way Forward 

1.      Accelerate integration of Green Hydrogen Mission with fertiliser production. 

2.      Expand natural farming coverage through targeted incentives and extension services. 

3.      Invest in R&D for low-input, high-yield varieties and precision agriculture. 

4.      Strengthen inter-ministerial coordination between Agriculture, Energy, and Environment. 

5.      Provide transition support for small farmers through credit and insurance schemes. 
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Conclusion 

 As highlighted in M.S. Swaminathan’s vision of evergreen revolution, future food security lies in productivity 

with sustainability; India must delink farms from fossil volatility to ensure resilient, sovereign agriculture.  

Examine India’s transition from curative to preventive healthcare. Evaluate the importance 

of data-driven systems and a skilled workforce in addressing evolving health challenges. 

Introduction 

NCDs now account for over 60% of all deaths in India, yet preventive healthcare receives only 10–15% of total 

health spending. Budget 2026–27 allocates ₹1,06,530 crore to MoHFW, a 10% rise but public health spending 

at 2% of GDP remains well short of the National Health Policy 2017's 2.5% target. 

Examining the Curative-to-Preventive Transition 

1. Ayushman Bharat (2018): 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs) renamed Ayushman Arogya 

Mandirs, reoriented PHCs from maternal-child health toward comprehensive preventive screening: 

NCD screening, mental health, palliative care. A structural pivot on paper.  

2. National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, CVD and Stroke (NPCDCS): 

District-level screening, operational but underfunded; many Ayushman Arogya Mandirs receive just 

₹1.8 lakh annually (NITI Aayog critique, 2026), insufficient for genuine preventive outreach. 

3. Poshan 2.0, Fit India Movement, Jal Jeevan Mission: Multi-sectoral prevention nutrition, physical 

activity, safe water, but implementation remains siloed with no convergent budgetary framework. 

Importance of Preventive Healthcare 

1.      Economic Efficiency: Preventive care reduces out-of-pocket expenditure (OOP) (~48% of total health 

spending). Early screening lowers long-term treatment costs for diseases like diabetes, cancer, and 

hypertension. 

2.      Social Equity: Preventive services at primary level improve access for rural and marginalised populations. 

HWCs provide free essential diagnostics, reducing healthcare inequality. 

3.      Public Health Resilience: Lessons from COVID-19 emphasised surveillance, vaccination, and 

preparedness. Preventive systems strengthen response to pandemics and climate-linked health risks. 

Role of Data-Driven Systems 

1.      Digital Health Infrastructure: Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) creates interoperable digital 

health records. Unique Health IDs enable continuity of care and targeted interventions. 

2.      Disease Surveillance & Analytics: Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) enhanced with AI 

for real-time outbreak tracking. Data analytics helps identify regional disease patterns and risk factors. 

3.      Targeted Policy Design: Use of big data supports precision public health—e.g., district-level nutrition 

and TB interventions. NITI Aayog emphasises data governance frameworks for evidence-based policymaking. 

Skilled Workforce Backbone of Preventive Care 
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1.      Expanding Human Resources: India has ~1 doctor per 1,500 people (below WHO norms). Focus shifting 

to multi-tier workforce, community Health Officers (CHOs) at HWCs and ASHA and Anganwadi workers for 

grassroots outreach. 

2.      Skill Diversification: Preventive care requires public health specialists, epidemiologists, data scientists. 

New domains: digital health management, telemedicine, health informatics. 

3.      Capacity Building Initiatives: National Health Mission training programs. Expansion of medical colleges 

(Budget 2026–27 focus). Public-private partnerships in skill development. 

4.      Persistent Gaps: Urban-rural disparity in workforce distribution. Brain drain of skilled professionals. 

Limited focus on preventive medicine in curricula. 

Challenges 

1.       Demographic Pressure Upcoming Storm: India will have 190 million people aged 60+ by 2030 (MoSPI 

projection), each carrying an average of one chronic disease (NITI Aayog Ageing Report 2023).  

2.       Equipment Crisis: 70–80% of advanced medical devices are imported (NITI Aayog), a preventive system 

dependent on expensive imported diagnostics is neither equitable nor financially sustainable. 

3.       Data Interoperability gap: ABDM, IHIP, PM-JAY claims data, and PLFS health data remain in separate 

silos, a unified national health dashboard for predictive analytics does not yet exist. 

4.       Rural Digital Exclusion: Telemedicine (eSanjeevani, 34 crore consultations to date) cannot reach the 

last mile without connectivity infrastructure; only 10% of CHCs have reliable broadband (NHP 2023). 

5.       The Workforce Crisis: India's doctor-population ratio: 1:834 (NHP 2023), better than WHO's 1:1,000 

benchmark nationally, but 1:2,000 in rural areas, preventive healthcare at community level is impossible 

without accessible human contact. 

6.       The Frontline Worker Paradox: ASHA workers, Anganwadi workers, and ANMs, 10 lakh+ frontline 

health workers are the actual delivery mechanism for preventive health. Yet they remain inadequately 

remunerated, undertrained, and overloaded (NITI Aayog Budget analysis 2026).  

Way Forward 

1.       Fully integrate Ayushman Bharat with National Digital Health Mission for seamless data flow. 

2.       Scale competency-based training for CHOs and mid-level providers. 

3.       Link preventive care with social determinants through convergence with nutrition and sanitation 

schemes. 

4.       Establish a National Preventive Health Authority for coordinated policy and monitoring. 

5.       Leverage private sector and technology for scalable screening and awareness campaigns. 
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Conclusion 

 As A.P.J. Abdul Kalam emphasised, Healthcare must reach the last person; India’s preventive, data-driven and 

skilled workforce approach can transform health security into a foundation for inclusive development. 

Analyze the 2026 draft IT Rules amendments. Evaluate their impact on free speech and the 

risk of executive overreach in digital governance. 

Introduction 

MeitY released draft amendments to the IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 

framed as technical clarifications. India’s digital economy, faces a regulatory turning point as draft IT Rules 

amendments expand executive oversight, raising concerns over free speech, platform liability, and 

constitutional safeguards. 

Key Features of the 2026 Draft Amendments 

1.   Safe Harbour Conditioned on Executive Compliance (Rule 3(4)):  The draft ties this 

immunity to compliance with government advisories, directions, and SOPs including those not 

grounded in formal law. Moves beyond statutory law → introduces soft law becoming binding.   

2.   Ordinary Users Brought Under Executive Oversight (Rule 8): Inclusion of individual users, 

influencers, and non-traditional publishers under news and current affairs. Expands oversight by 

Inter-Departmental Committee (IDC). 

3.   Expanded Data Retention - The Panopticon Effect: The draft clarifies that platform data 

retention duties operate in addition to obligations under any other law potentially requiring personal 

data, browsing history, and communications to be stored for years across overlapping legal mandates. 

Raises concerns under privacy jurisprudence. 

4.   Broader Committee Powers: Inter-Departmental Committee can now examine any matter 

referred by Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, with undefined thresholds. 

Impact on Free Speech 

1.   Chilling Effect and Self-Censorship: Vague compliance requirements → platforms remove 

content pre-emptively. Satire, dissent, and political critique become high-risk speech. 

2.      Over-Censorship by Platforms: ear of losing safe harbour pushes platforms toward proactive 

algorithmic removal, reducing diversity of online discourse. 

3.   Dilution of Judicial Safeguards: Departure from Shreya Singhal principle of court-based 

takedown. Weakens procedural safeguards like notice, hearing, and appeal. 

4.   Impact on Media Pluralism: Inclusion of ordinary users blurs line between journalism and 

expression. Risks homogenisation of discourse and suppression of alternative voices. 

5.      Erosion of Anonymity: Stricter traceability threatens whistleblowers and journalists, 

discouraging accountability journalism. 

Risk of Executive Overreach in Digital Governance 
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1.   Constitutional Concerns: Article 19(2) allows reasonable restrictions but must be lawful and 

proportionate. Draft rules risk violating doctrine of proportionality laid down in K.S. Puttaswamy v. 

Union of India. 

2.   Bypassing Legislative Oversight: Delegated legislation expanding beyond parent statute 

violates principles in Indian Express Newspapers v. Union of India. Informal directives lack 

transparency and accountability. 

3.      Bypassing Judicial Safeguards: Dilutes Shreya Singhal (2015) ruling by equating informal 

advisories with lawful orders, undermining Article 19(1)(a). 

4.   Data Surveillance Risks: Extended data retention increases risks of profiling, breaches, and 

misuse. Alters citizen-state relationship → fosters digital self-censorship. 

5.   Federal and Institutional Imbalance: Centralised control reduces role of independent 

regulators and judiciary. Weakens checks and balances essential in a constitutional democracy. 

Way Forward 

1. Parliamentary Legislation: Convert key changes into primary law through IT Act amendment instead 

of subordinate rules. 

2. Judicial Oversight: Mandate court orders or reasoned notifications for content takedown; strengthen 

appeals mechanism. 

3. Clear Definitions and Thresholds: Define news and current affairs narrowly and set objective 

criteria for committee intervention. 

4. Transparency Mandate: Require platforms to publish detailed reports on government directives and 

removal statistics. 

5. Proportionality Safeguards: Embed Puttaswamy test in rules and align data retention with DPDP Act 

minimisation norms. 

6. Inclusive Consultation: Institutionalise wider public and civil society consultations via NITI Aayog 

before final notification. 

Conclusion 

 As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud observed in Puttaswamy (2017): Privacy is the ultimate expression of the sanctity 

of the individual. When executive advisories can silence speech without courts and data retention watches 

without warrants, the digital square ceases to be public it becomes surveilled. 

Examine the evolution of India-GCC ties from energy to defense. Evaluate the challenges to 

India’s strategic interests amidst the escalating Middle East conflict. 

Introduction 

When Israel and the US struck Iran on February 28, 2026, India's vulnerability crystallised in three numbers: 

70% of crude oil from West Asia, 10 million Indians in GCC states, and $50 billion in annual remittances all 

simultaneously threatened. 

Evolution of India-GCC Ties, Three Phases 

1.    From Transactional to Strategic (Pre-2014): For decades, ties were structurally 

asymmetric India a price-taking energy importer, GCC states labour-importing economies. The 2004 

India-GCC Framework Agreement was signed but remained aspirational. India imported oil; Indians 

provided labour; remittances flowed a circular relationship with no strategic depth. 
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2.    Personalised Diplomacy and Economic Integration (2014–2024): Think West pivot 

transformed character and scale: 

○ UAE bilateral trade: $100.5 billion (2024–25), India's third-largest partner. 

○ Saudi Arabia: $41.88 billion (2024–25), fifth largest. 

○ UPI-JAYWAN integration (UAE, 2024): India's digital payments embedded in Gulf financial 

architecture. 

○ IMEC: converting transactional ties into structural economic interdependence. 

○ Bharat Mart, Dubai (2026): physical trade infrastructure making India the GCC's preferred 

sourcing partner. 

3.    Defence Maturation (2024–2026): The most significant shift driven by GCC states' 

reassessment of US security reliability and military modernisation: 

o India-UAE Letter of Intent (January 2026): Strategic Defence Partnership covering AI, 

drones, and defence industrial collaboration. 

o India-Saudi Arabia: joint manufacturing trajectory not just hardware export but co-

production. 

o India's defence exports: $4.11 billion (FY2025–26) a 62% jump, GCC emerging as 

priority market. 

o BrahMos cruise missile exports under active discussion; UAE drone co-development 

given UAE's global drone hub ambition. 

o Shared threat convergence: Pakistani-origin drones targeted Indian states (May 

2025); Iranian missiles targeted GCC states (2026), creating a common threat architecture 

that accelerates defence cooperation organically. 

Challenges Amid Escalating Middle East Conflict 

1.   Energy Security Shock: Conflict involving Iran threatens Hormuz chokepoint. Risks supply 

disruption → fuel inflation, fertiliser and LNG price spikes and fiscal pressure (subsidy burden noted 

in Budget 2026–27). India remains a price-taker, exposing macroeconomic stability. 

2.   Diaspora Vulnerability: ~10 million Indians face risks of displacement and job loss. 

Remittances critical for states like Kerala, UP. Evacuation challenges reminiscent of past Gulf crises. 

Diaspora safety becomes core foreign policy priority. 

3.   Strategic Balancing: India maintains ties with, GCC states, Israel (defence partner) and Iran 

(Chabahar connectivity). Conflict complicates multi-alignment strategy, risking diplomatic trade-offs. 

4.   Maritime and Supply Chain Risks: Drone/missile attacks highlight vulnerability of sea lanes. 

Insurance and freight costs rise → trade disruptions. Necessitates stronger naval presence (Operation 

Sankalp). 

5.   Threat to Emerging Initiatives: IMEC, energy corridors, and logistics hubs face uncertainty. 

GCC’s internal instability affects long-term investments. 

Way Forward 

1.   Energy Diversification: Expand sourcing beyond Gulf (US, Africa). Scale strategic petroleum 

reserves and gas storage. 
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2.   Deepening Defence Cooperation: Co-develop drones, missile defence, AI-enabled systems. 

Position India as reliable security partner. 

3.      Maritime Security Architecture: Strengthen naval escorts and surveillance in Arabian Sea.  

Institutionalise joint maritime frameworks with GCC.  

4.      Diaspora Protection Mechanisms: Pre-emptive evacuation frameworks, labour agreements, 

digital tracking systems. 

5.   Economic & Technological Integration: Fast-track IMEC, digital trade corridors, sovereign 

wealth fund investments. Promote rupee-based trade and fintech linkages. 

6.   Diplomatic Balancing: Continue de-hyphenated diplomacy engaging all regional actors 

without alignment blocs. 

Conclusion 

As K. Subrahmanyam argued, strategic autonomy requires diversified partnerships; India must convert Gulf 

turbulence into opportunity by evolving from energy dependence to security partnership anchored in 

resilience. 

 “Classrooms offer more than just academics.” In light of the 2026 Supreme Court judgment, 

analyze how Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act fosters social inclusion. 

Introduction 

The Supreme Court in January 2026 observed that Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act makes it possible for the 

child of a Supreme Court Judge to sit at the same bench as the child of a street vendor. The 2026 Supreme Court 

ruling reaffirming the RTE Act transforms education into a vehicle of social integration. 

Historical and Constitutional Foundation 

1. Origin of Provision: Introduced in the RTE Act 2009 to translate Article 21A (Right to Education) into 

social reality. 

2. Core Objective: Section 12(1)(c) aims at equality of status by compelling private unaided schools to 

admit children from economically weaker sections (EWS) and disadvantaged groups. 

3. 2026 Judgment: The Supreme Court clarified that the quota is not charity but a constitutional tool to 

break caste and class barriers in education. 

Classrooms as Sites of Social Inclusion 

1.        Breaking Caste–Class Segregation: Integrates children of diverse socio-economic backgrounds 

in the same classroom. Reduces educational ghettos created by elite private schooling. Example: 

Mixed classrooms in Delhi and Ahmedabad show improved peer empathy and reduced prejudice 

(ASER-based observations). 

2.        Building Social Capital and Aspirations: Access to networks, language skills, institutional 

culture. Enhances confidence and long-term mobility beyond academics. Education becomes a 

mobility multiplier, not just literacy tool. 

3.        Behavioural and Cultural Integration: Research (e.g., Rao, Gautam 2019) shows, increased 

pro-social behaviour, reduced discrimination and no decline in academic standards. Validates 

that inclusion benefits all students, not only EWS groups. 
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How Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act fosters social inclusion? 

Legal and Judicial Implication 

1. Substantive Equality: The 2026 ruling emphasised that education must dismantle enclaves of 

privilege and promote inclusive classrooms. 

2. Against Dilution: Private schools cannot use minority status or administrative difficulties to bypass 

the 25% quota. 

3. Enforceability: Court directed states to create transparent mechanisms, timely reimbursement, and 

grievance redressal systems. 

4. Limits of Provision: Applies only up to Class 8; the judgment highlights the need for seamless 

integration till higher classes. 

Breaking the Intergenerational Poverty Trap 

1. Retention rates under Section 12(1)(c) average over 90% these are not dropout statistics; they are 

integration success markers. Inclusive classrooms contribute to long-term productivity and social 

stability. 

2. ASER 2024 data: private school students show 23% higher learning outcomes in foundational literacy, 

access to this quality gap is precisely what 12(1)(c) democratises. 

3. NITI Aayog's School Education Quality Index (SEQI) 2025 notes that states with higher 12(1)(c) 

compliance show measurably lower educational inequality indices. 

Challenges: Access ≠ Belonging 

1.   Social Stigma and Invisible Segregation: RTE students may face subtle discrimination or 

exclusion in activities. Physical presence without emotional belonging is inclusion in name only. 

2.   Hidden Costs and Inequality of Support: Uniforms, books, digital access create financial 

burden on poor families. Lack of home support widens learning gaps. 

3.   Geographic unevenness: implementation strong in Delhi, Gujarat, Rajasthan; severely weak 

in UP and Bihar where EWS students need it most. 

4.   Class 8 cliff: reservation ends at elementary level the socially integrated child drops back into 

the informal stream precisely when higher education access matters most. 

Way Forward 

1.      Extend RTE Quota: Amend the Act to cover education up to Class 12 for sustained integration. 

2.      Teacher Sensitisation: Mandatory inclusion training for educators to prevent internal 

segregation. 

3.      Full Financial Support: Ensure timely reimbursement and cover hidden costs like uniforms and 

transport. 

4.      Robust Grievance Mechanism: Establish dedicated RTE cells with fast-track redressal for 

discrimination complaints. 

5.      Monitoring and Transparency: Strengthen digital portals and third-party audits for better 

compliance. 

6.      Holistic Support: Provide bridge courses, mentoring, and counselling for EWS students. 

Conclusion 
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As philosopher-President Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan held: Education is not the filling of a pail, but the 

lighting of a fire. Section 12(1)(c) is not filling seats it is lighting the fire of a shared republic, one classroom at 

a time. 

Evaluate the geopolitical drivers of UAE’s exit from OPEC. Examine its implications for the 

global oil market and India’s energy security. 

Introduction 

Amid 2026 West Asian turbulence, the UAE’s exit from OPEC signals a structural shift in global oil governance; 

Economic Survey 2025-26 flags India’s 85% import dependence, heightening stakes for energy security. 

UAE-OPEC Relationship 

1. Joining and Role: UAE joined OPEC in 1967 and became a key producer within the cartel, helping 

coordinate supply policies since the 1973 oil embargo. 

2. OPEC+ Era: In 2016, UAE joined the expanded OPEC+ alliance with Russia to counter US shale oil, 

accepting production quotas for market stability. 

3. Long-standing Friction: For years, UAE felt constrained by Saudi-led quota decisions that limited its 

output despite massive investments in capacity expansion. 

Geopolitical Drivers of UAE’s Exit from OPEC 

1.   Strategic Autonomy and Production Flexibility: OPEC’s quota regime restricted the UAE’s 

expanding capacity (target: ~5 million barrels/day by 2027 via ADNOC investments). Exit enables 

sovereign control over output, aligning production with national economic priorities rather than cartel 

consensus. 

2.   Economic Diversification Vision: UAE needs higher immediate oil revenues to fund its post-

oil transition under Vision 2031 into technology, AI, and knowledge economy. As highlighted by policy 

analyses resource monetisation before global decarbonisation accelerates is a rational strategy. 

3.   Geopolitical Frictions within OPEC+: OPEC’s consensus-based model, dominated by Saudi 

Arabia, limited UAE’s bargaining space. Divergences over production baselines and strategic priorities 

created latent intra-cartel tensions. 

4.   Security Reassessment: Doubts over US security guarantees after the Iran war and Strait of 

Hormuz disruptions accelerated the decision for energy independence. Example: Reduced Hormuz 

traffic. 

5.   Declining Faith in External Security Guarantees: Perceived limitations of U.S. protection in 

shielding Gulf infrastructure pushed UAE toward multi-alignment, where oil becomes a strategic 

bargaining tool beyond OPEC. 

Implications for the Global Oil Market 

1.   Weakening of OPEC+: Loss of UAE (third-largest producer) reduces OPEC+ control over 

spare capacity and collective decision-making power. 

2.   Price Dynamics: Volatility vs Downward Pressure: Short term: Heightened volatility due 

to geopolitical uncertainty and transition shocks. Medium term: Increased UAE output could create 

oversupply pressures, softening prices. 
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3.   Erosion of Spare Capacity Buffer: UAE contributed significantly to OPEC’s spare capacity. Its 

exit reduces the bloc’s ability to stabilise prices during disruptions. 

4.   Shift toward Competitive Energy Markets: Movement from cartelised coordination → 

competitive bilateralism, with producers independently seeking market share. 

5.   Geopolitical Energy Reordering: Energy markets increasingly shaped by conflict zones 

(Strait of Hormuz) and strategic rivalries rather than institutional coordination. 

Implications for India’s Energy Security 

1.   Economic Gains through Price Moderation: Lower oil prices can ease: current Account 

Deficit and inflationary pressures. Budget 2026–27 underscores vulnerability of fiscal balances to oil 

shocks. 

2.   Enhanced Bilateral Opportunities: UAE’s independent stance allows: long-term supply 

contracts and greater Indian investment in upstream assets and strengthens Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership. 

3.   Persistent Supply Chain Risks: Despite price benefits, Strait of Hormuz disruptions threaten, 

~60% LNG and ~90% LPG transit routes for India. Highlights fragility of maritime chokepoints. 

4.   Strategic Balancing Challenge: India must manage ties with UAE (independent producer), 

Saudi Arabia (OPEC leader) and Iran (connectivity partner via Chabahar). Reflects doctrine of strategic 

autonomy in energy diplomacy. 

5.   Energy Transition Imperative: NITI Aayog and global reports stress diversification toward 

renewables and green hydrogen. Reduces exposure to geopolitical oil shocks. 

Way Forward 

1. Accelerate SPR Filling: Fast-track Phase II of Strategic Petroleum Reserves to buffer short-term 

volatility. 

2. Deepen UAE Ties: Negotiate long-term bilateral oil contracts and joint upstream investments with 

ADNOC. 

3. Energy Diversification: Scale up green hydrogen mission and renewable capacity to reduce oil 

dependence. 

4. Diplomatic Balancing: Maintain de-hyphenated diplomacy with Saudi Arabia and UAE while 

safeguarding Chabahar interests. 

5. Rupee Trade Push: Expand rupee-dirham oil trade mechanisms to lower transaction costs and dollar 

dependency. 

Conclusion 

 The UAE’s exit is the Berlin Wall moment for OPEC. It signifies that in the 2026 energy landscape, National 

Interest has outpaced Group Solidarity. For India, this fragmentation offers a strategic window to secure 

cheaper, more reliable energy, provided it can successfully navigate the heightened volatility of a post-cartel 

world. 

Analyze the paradox of rising health insurance coverage alongside persistent financial 

distress. Evaluate why government-funded schemes fail to reduce out-of-pocket 

expenditure. 

Introduction 
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NSS 80th Round (January–December 2025) reveals India's sharpest health paradox: insurance coverage has 

risen to 47.4% rural and 44.3% urban households, yet OOP hospitalisation expenditure has more than doubled 

since 2017–18. 

The Paradox of Coverage without Financial Protection 

1.      Expansion of Government-Financed Health Insurance (GFHI):  Government-financed schemes 

like PMJAY drove a two-and-a-half-fold increase in coverage since 2017-18. 

2.      Rising Coverage, Limited Utilisation: Insurance coverage rose significantly (≈45%), yet 

hospitalisation rates remain stagnant or declining, especially in urban areas. Indicates paper coverage 

vs real access gap (card vs care). 

3.      Shift towards Costlier Private Sector: 57% insured patients prefer private hospitals due to 

perceived quality deficits in public facilities. Results in higher expenditure despite insurance (private 

preference). 

4.      Escalating Out-of-Pocket (OOP) Burden: NSS data: OOP expenditure has more than doubled 

(2017–2025). Avg. costs: ₹31,000+ rural, ₹34,000+ urban even after coverage (hidden billing). 

Why Government-Funded Schemes Fail 

A. Structural Design Limitations 

1.   Hospitalisation-Centric Model: Schemes like Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana focus on inpatient care only. But ~65–70% health spending is on OPD, medicines, 

diagnostics. Example: OPD burden. 

2.   Inadequate Coverage Depth: ₹5 lakh ceiling insufficient for critical illnesses amid medical 

inflation (~12–14%). Leads to underinsurance phenomenon. Example: coverage exhaustion. 

B. Market Failures in Private Healthcare 

3.   Unregulated Pricing & Extra Billing: Private hospitals charge above package rates; patients 

pay difference. Weak regulation converts insurance into subsidy for providers. 

4.   Supply-Induced Demand: Insurance increases unnecessary tests/procedures in profit-

driven settings. Inflates costs beyond coverage limits. 

C. Governance & Implementation Gaps 

5.   Delayed Reimbursements: States spend up to 15% of health budgets on GFHIs → delays to 

hospitals. Hospitals shift burden to patients. 

6.   Administrative & Awareness Barriers: Poor awareness, digital exclusion, and 

documentation hurdles limit access. Poor unable to utilise schemes effectively. 

D. Social & Equity Concerns 

7.   Regressive Benefit Distribution: Only ~13% of beneficiaries in urban areas belong to 

poorest groups. Better-off exploit schemes due to informational advantage. Example: elite capture. 

8.   Geographic & Infrastructure Inequality: Empanelled hospitals concentrated in urban areas. 

Rural poor face access barriers. 
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E. Public Health System Weakness 

9.   Underfunded Public Infrastructure: Shortage of medicines, diagnostics → forces private 

spending even in public hospitals. Leads to dual expenditure burden. 

10.  Neglect of Preventive & Primary Care: Weak investment in Health & Wellness 

Centres/Ayushman Arogya Mandirs. Increases long-term hospitalisation demand. 

Way Forward 

1.   Shift from “Insurance-led” to “System-led” Model: Strengthen public hospitals as primary 

providers. 

2.   Expand Coverage to OPD & Medicines: Free essential drugs and diagnostics. Example: Tamil 

Nadu model. 

3.   Price Regulation: Implement strict regulation and standardised pricing in empanelled 

private hospitals. 

4.   Strengthen Primary Healthcare: Scale Ayushman Arogya Mandirs for preventive care.  

5.   Improve Targeting & Equity: Focus subsidies on poorest; reduce inclusion errors. 

6.   Digital Health Ecosystem: Integrate schemes with Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

(ABDM). 

Conclusion 

 As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar held: "Political democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base of it social democracy." 

A health card is not health security until public systems are strong enough to be the default, insurance will 

remain a subsidy for private profit, not a shield for the poor. 

Analyze the Medical-Legal Challenges in Brain Death Certification. Evaluate the Supreme 

Court's Role in Addressing Malpractices to Ensure Ethical Organ Harvesting in India. 

Introduction 

 India’s evolving organ transplantation ecosystem exposes tensions between medical science and legal 

standards, as brain death certification remains contested; recent Supreme Court scrutiny highlights ethical 

lapses, institutional gaps, and urgent need for uniform safeguards. 

Understanding Brain Death and Certification Process 

1.   Definition: Brain death is the irreversible cessation of all brain stem functions, including 

breathing, while the heart may continue via ventilator support. 

2.   Current Protocol: Brain-stem death was legally recognised under the Transplantation of 

Human Organs and Tissues Act (THOTA), 1994, later amended (2011/2014), primarily to facilitate 

cadaveric organ donation. However, a duality persists: while THOTA accepts brain death, the 

Registration of Births and Deaths Act (1969) follows a traditional definition. 

3.   Legal vs Medical Death: Conflict exists between Registration of Births and Deaths Act 

(circulatory death) and THOTA (brain stem death). Example: Ventilator-dependent patients. 

Medical-Legal Challenges in Certification 
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Brain death determination relies on clinical protocols such as apnea tests conducted by a four-member board. 

1.   Subjective Testing: Apnea test is clinical and prone to human error or manipulation; lacks 

objective confirmation in many cases. 

2.   Fragmented Framework: Absence of uniform national definition creates confusion between 

“dead for donation” and “legally alive”. 

3.   Inadequate Infrastructure: Many hospitals lack qualified neurologists or advanced tools like 

EEG/angiogram, leading to inconsistent certification. 

4.   Opt-in Consent System: Family refusal after certification results in prolonged ventilation of 

brain-dead patients, causing ethical and financial distress. Example: Kerala malpractice petitions. 

5.   Training deficits: Studies show limited formal training among doctors → skill deficiency. 

Technological alternatives like EEG or cerebral angiography offer objectivity but raise accessibility 

concerns. 

Ethical and Social Areas 

1.   Fear of Premature Declaration: Allegations suggest private hospitals declare brain death 

early to facilitate organ harvesting, especially from poor patients. 

2.   Trust Deficit: Public fear reduces deceased donation rates despite high road accident and 

stroke cases. 

3.   Regressive Impact: Vulnerable families face moral pressure while better-off sections 

navigate the system more effectively. Example: Poor patients targeted. India’s low deceased donation 

rate (~0.77 per million) reflects these systemic trust deficits. 

Economic and Institutional Concerns 

The transplantation ecosystem intersects with market forces: 

1. Private hospitals may face incentives linked to high-value transplants → commercial pressure risk. 

2. Lack of regulation in pricing and auditing → profit asymmetry. 

3. Budgetary emphasis (as seen in recent public health allocations) still prioritises infrastructure over 

governance reforms → policy imbalance. 

Constitutional and Legal Issues 

1.       Article 21 (right to life and dignity) operates in tension: the brain-dead patient's right to die with 

dignity affirmed in Common Cause v. Union of India (2018) conflicts with families' fear that declaring 

brain death serves the hospital, not the patient. 

2.       Prolonged mechanical ventilation of brain-dead patients caused by consent refusal causes moral 

distress to medical staff and catastrophic financial burden to families, violating the spirit of dignified 

death (ICU families destitution). 

Supreme Court’s Role in Addressing Malpractices  

1. Upholding Constitutionality: SC has upheld brain stem death under THOTA while stressing Article 

21 (right to life and dignity). 
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2. Pushing Uniformity: In 2025 Indian Society of Organ Transplantation v. Union of India judgment, 

Court directed national policy and mandatory SOTTOs (State Organ and Tissue Transplant 

Organization) in all states for standardised procedures. 

3. Objective Verification: Seeking AIIMS expert opinion on mandatory EEG and cerebral angiogram to 

reduce subjectivity in apnea tests. 

4. Protecting Process Integrity: Directed amendments to death registration forms and real-time 

National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) reporting to prevent misuse. Example: 

November 2025 judgment. 

Way Forward 

1.       Uniform National Law: Enact a Uniform Declaration of Death Act delinking brain death from 

organ donation. 

2.       Mandatory Objective Tests: Introduce EEG or angiogram as confirmatory tools alongside apnea 

test. 

3.       Capacity Building: Train doctors nationwide and equip hospitals with standardised certification 

infrastructure. 

4.       Transparency Mechanism: Implement real-time digital reporting to NOTTO and mandatory 

videography of tests. 

5.       Public Trust Building: Run awareness campaigns separating brain death certification from 

donation pressure. 

6.       Living Donor Protection: Develop national policy for long-term health monitoring of living 

donors. 

Conclusion 

As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud observed in Common Cause (2018): The right to die with dignity is an inseparable 

facet of the right to live with dignity. Brain death certification must honour both the donor's dignity in death 

and the recipient's right to life through a system the public can trust. 

 

 

  


