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Context

Facts

Article - 1 : Structural challenges in India’s energy architecture

India's energy

security is fragile in

2026 across oil, gas ,
coal,

nuclear I renewables due

to poor coordination

between ministries and

deep import dependence .

* India hit 50% non-fossil IEA projects-crude import

installed capacity-five dependence will reach

years ahead of it Paris target . 92 % by 2035.

· 520GW installed capacity by Jan 2026.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

On one hand India achieved 52041 and 50 % non-fossil

energy capacity , yet only 29 % of the electricity is clean.

India skips the core technology and depends on China

for solar wafers , on imports for electrolysers and on West

Asia foroude. The main issue is that energy is divided

across five ministries and offshore wind across four due

to which projects are stuck in coordination and fails to

delivers . Thus, India's energy insecurity is a governance

and self-reliance problem wearing the mark of a

technology problem .

"India's
energy transition is less constrained by technology

on Capital than by coordination failures and import
dependencies that span fossils and renewables alike .

"

- Prerna Gandhi
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Context

Facts

Article - 2 : Fifteen FTAs, 27 countries, four challenges

The FTAs are

working against India,

widening trade deficits

and pushing factories

abroad because India's

tariffs are higher than

its partners .

· After FTAs , India's deficit * FTA utilisation : 20-30% on

grew
at 301 % with ASEAN. exports & 60-70 % on imports .

· the four challenges : rising trade deficits , low FTA

utilisation by Indian exporters , worsening inverted

duty structures and relocation of manufacturing
to partner countries.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India is celebrating higher number of FTAs , but results shows
that these agreements has done more loss than profit to
India. There is higher deficits with ASEAN , Japan & Korea

and India utilises only 20-30 % for export . The issue is
the inverted duty trap i.e. when inputs are taxed higher
than finished goods , and finished goods pour in duty-free
under FTAs

, firms choose to "Make in ASEAN
,
sell in

India"
, hollowing out Make in India. FTAs are not

automatically good without aligning input tariffs and

lifting utilisation and they can deindustrialise economy
the economy they were meant to integrate.

"When it becomes cheaper to manufacture in a ASEAN

country and export duty-free to India than to produce
in India

,
investment and jobs tend to move abroad.

FTAs can encourage firms to "Make in ASEAN , sell in

India' rather than"Make in India' .
"

-

Ajay Srivastava
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Context

Facts

Article - 3 : The Oman CEPA, a new gateway for India’s exports

India Oman

CEPA turns a centuries

- old trade link into

a modern gateway

to the Gulf and East

Africa .

* Bilateral trade - from $8 . 94 · Oman-gateway to the GCC

billion (FY2023-24) to $11 . 8 and East Africa via Sohar,

Billion (Fy 2025-26) . Dugm and Salalah.

· sectors outside tariff-Dairy , cereals & edible oils.
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Analytical Crux

Oman CEPA is less about Oman's small market and more

about positioning it as a doorway to the wider Gulf and

East Africa . From 15. 33 % to 99 . 38 % of India's exports will

get duty-free entry, which lifts competition in textiles,

chemicals and engineering goods . The value lies beyond

tariffs i. e. in services
, professional mobility & regulatory

recognition. It differs the modern CEPAs from old FTAs.
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	•	2025 - PSIR Paper II: "The tariff threats have pushed India 
and the European Union closer. Evaluate the India-EU 
partnership."

 
	•	2025 - PSIR Paper II: “India maintains strong ties with 

countries that will assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and 
guarantee greater connectivity with rest of the world. 
Analyze.”

 
	•	2024 - PSIR Paper II: "Discuss the potential role that India 

could play as the leader of the Global South in realising the 
goal of establishing a new international economic order in the 
21st century.

 
	•	2023 - GS Paper III: "Discuss several ways in which 

microorganisms can help in meeting the current fuel shortage." 
 
	•	2023 - PSIR Paper II: "Discuss the significance of 'West Asia 

Quad' in the light of India's 'Look West' policy."
 




