
 

ForumIAS 

   Mains Marathon 
                                                                                   2nd Week May, 2026 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
HISTORY 

ECONOMICS 

POLITY 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENT 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] May 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

INDEX 

Analyze the 2023 ECI Appointment Act in light of the Supreme Court’s ‘tyranny of the elected’ remark. 

Evaluate its impact on institutional independence. ............................................................................................ 2 

What was the difference between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore in their approach 

towards nationalism, self-reliance, and modernity.? ......................................................................................... 3 

Evaluate the efficacy of plea bargaining under BNSS. Examine how the stigma of conviction hinders its 

potential to reduce judicial pendency.................................................................................................................... 5 

Evaluate thorium’s significance in India’s 100 GWe nuclear mission. Analyze its role in achieving 

energy sovereignty and a net-zero Viksit Bharat. ............................................................................................... 7 

Examine the SWM Rules 2026. Evaluate how mandatory source segregation and digital tracking can 

transform India’s waste management landscape and ensure accountability.  .............................................. 9 

Critically analyze India’s pursuit of strategic autonomy. Evaluate  if this approach effectively secures 

national interests or hinders deep strategic partnerships with major powers.  .........................................11 

Analyze the role of AI and One Case, One Data in enhancing judicial efficiency. Evaluate the risks of 

technology substituting human judicial judgment. ...........................................................................................13 

Examine how India’s diplomacy can balance trusted partnerships and internal reforms to navigate 

geopolitical turbulence and the shifting world order.  .....................................................................................15 

Analyze the Supreme Court’s recognition of mother-tongue education as an ‘existential right’ under 

Article 19(1)(a). Evaluate its impact on inclusive primary education.  .........................................................17 

Analyze the shift from cultural sambandh to a strategic partnership in India-Nordic relations. 

Evaluate its role in stabilizing the unsettled global order. ..............................................................................19 

Examine the constitutional status of Vande Mataram. Evaluate the implications of its ceremonial 

usage on the secular and multicultural foundations of India. ........................................................................20 

Evaluate India’s ability to productively absorb its increasingly educated youth. Examine the structural 

reforms needed to translate demographic potential into inclusive growth.  ...............................................23 

Examine how changing US-China dynamics challenge global multipolarity. Evaluate the strategies 

India must adopt to reinforce its strategic autonomy. .....................................................................................25 

Examine how transitioning from growth to productivity-led manufacturing can realize Viksit Bharat. 

Evaluate the structural reforms necessary to sustain this momentum. .......................................................27 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] May 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

Analyze the 2023 ECI Appointment Act in light of the Supreme Court’s ‘tyranny of the elected’ 

remark. Evaluate its impact on institutional independence. 

Introduction 

 

Supreme Court described Parliament’s decades-long silence on framing a law for the Election Commission of 

India (ECI) as a tyranny of the elected. This observation comes amidst challenges to the Act of 2023, which 

replaced the judicially mandated selection panel with a new legislative mechanism. 

The Legislative Vacuum and Judicial Intervention 

1. The Silence of Article 324(2): For 75 years, the Constitution mandated that ECI appointments be 

made by the President subject to any law made by Parliament. However, no such law was enacted until 

2023. 

2. The Baranwal Case (2023): The SC stepped into the vacuum, ruling that the lack of a law allowed the 

Executive unfettered power to choose the referee of democracy. It mandated a panel comprising the 

PM, the Leader of the Opposition (LoO), and the Chief Justice of India (CJI) until Parliament acted. 

Key Features of the 2023 ECI Appointment Act 

1. Composition of Selection Committee: The Act creates a selection committee comprising the Prime 

Minister, a Union Cabinet Minister (nominated by PM), and the Leader of Opposition (2:1 executive 

majority). 

2. Search Committee Mechanism: A Search Committee headed by the Law Minister shortlists 

candidates. It provides security of tenure akin to Supreme Court judges but gives the executive 

significant control over entry into the institution. 

3. Conditions of Service: The Act retains constitutional protection regarding tenure and removal, 

equating the CEC’s removal process with that of Supreme Court judges. 

Supreme Court’s Tyranny of the Elected Remark 

1. Justice Dipankar Datta’s remark reflects concern that electoral legitimacy alone cannot justify 

unchecked institutional control. 

2. If tyranny of the unelected critiques judicial overreach, then prolonged executive monopolization over 

constitutional appointments may amount to a tyranny of the elected. 

3. The Court questioned whether Parliament meaningfully incorporated the constitutional ethos of 

neutrality emphasized in Anoop Baranwal. 

Impact on Institutional Independence 

1. Threat to Electoral Neutrality: The ECI acts as the guardian of free and fair elections. Executive 

dominance in appointments risks undermining public confidence in decisions regarding: Model Code 

of Conduct, EVM management, election scheduling and campaign regulation. 

2. Weakening Checks and Balances: The inclusion of the CJI in Baranwal symbolized institutional 

neutrality. Replacing the judiciary with another executive nominee reduces independent oversight and 

concentrates appointment power within the ruling establishment. 

3. Constitutional and Democratic Concerns:  

O Basic Structure Doctrine: Petitioners such as ADR argue that an independent Election 

Commission forms part of the Constitution’s basic structure because free and fair elections are 

essential to democracy. 
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O Ambedkar’s Constituent Assembly Warning: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had cautioned that 

election authorities must not come under the thumb of the executive. The present 

arrangement revives that concern. 

4. Comparative and Global Perspective: Many democracies adopt bipartisan or multi-institutional 

appointment mechanisms: 

·         South Africa uses parliamentary consultation. 

·         UK appointments involve independent public appointment commissions. 

·         Canada follows legislative scrutiny practices. 

·         India’s model appears comparatively executive-centric. 

Way Forward 

1. Restore a balanced selection committee with judicial or independent expert representation. 

2. Strengthen parliamentary scrutiny through mandatory pre-legislative consultation and standing 

committee review. 

3. Establish an independent secretariat for the ECI with financial autonomy from the executive. 

4. Introduce a cooling-off period for appointees from active political roles. 

5. Conduct periodic performance audits of the ECI by a bipartisan parliamentary panel.  

Conclusion 

As B.R. Ambedkar warned in the Constituent Assembly: Those in charge of elections should not come under the 

thumb of the executive. The 2023 Act has made the thumb permanent. True independence is not the security 

of tenure, it is the neutrality of entry. 

What was the difference between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore in their 

approach towards nationalism, self-reliance, and modernity.? 

Introduction 

As India pursues Atmanirbhar Bharat through Budget 2026–27 and NEP-led cultural resurgence, debates 

between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore on nationalism, self-reliance, and modernity remain 

profoundly relevant today. 

Gandhi and Tagore Philosophical Contrast 

Though both Gandhi and Tagore fought colonialism and sought India’s moral regeneration, their visions 

differed fundamentally regarding nationhood, economic self-reliance, and modern civilization. Their debates 

enriched India’s intellectual foundations rather than weakening the freedom movement. 

Approach Towards Nationalism 

Gandhi Tagore 
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Nationalism as Ethical Mass Mobilization:  

1.       Gandhi viewed nationalism as a 

necessary instrument for anti-colonial 

struggle and democratic awakening. 

2.       His nationalism aimed at integrating 

villages, marginalized castes, women, and 

religious communities into a collective 

movement against British rule. 

3. Advocated Swaraj rooted in political 

participation and moral duty. 

4. Used symbols like Ramrajya, Khadi, and Salt 

March to emotionally mobilize masses. 

5. Linked nationalism with social reform 

untouchability abolition, communal 

harmony, rural upliftment. Example: Dandi 

March. 

6. Gandhi’s inclusive nationalism influenced 

constitutional ideals of fraternity and 

decentralization under Part IX. Example: 

Gram Swaraj. 

  

Universal Humanism over Aggressive 

Nationalism 

1.       Tagore distrusted aggressive 

nationalism and considered the Western 

nation-state excessively materialistic and 

imperialistic. 

2. In his book Nationalism, he warned against 

mechanized patriotism. 

3. Advocated cultural internationalism and 

spiritual unity of mankind. 

4. Believed nationalism should not suppress 

individuality or universal ethics. Example: 

Japan lectures 

5.       Tagore foresaw dangers of hyper-

nationalism that later manifested in fascism 

and world wars. His ideas resonate with 

India’s modern Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 

diplomacy. Example: G20 theme. 

  

  

Approach Towards Self-Reliance 

Gandhi Tagore 

Economic Self-Sufficiency and Swadeshi 

1.       For Gandhi, self-reliance meant 

decentralized village economies resisting 

colonial exploitation. 

2. Promoted Khadi, Charkha, and cottage 

industries. 

3. Opposed dependence on foreign goods and 

industrial capitalism. 

4. Considered manual labour morally 

transformative. Example: Khadi 

movement. 

5.       His ideas inspired contemporary local 

manufacturing initiatives and MSME 

promotion under Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

NITI Aayog frequently emphasizes 

localized value chains and rural 

entrepreneurship. Example: Vocal for 

Local. 

  

Intellectual and Cultural Self-Reliance 

1.       Tagore supported self-strengthening 

through education, creativity, and scientific 

inquiry rather than economic isolationism. 

2. Criticized blind boycott movements and 

burning of foreign cloth. 

3. Established Visva-Bharati University to 

synthesize Eastern and Western knowledge. 

4. Emphasized dignity through intellectual 

freedom and social reform. Example: 

Santiniketan model. 

5.       His philosophy aligns with NEP 2020’s 

multidisciplinary and global learning 

approach. Example: Liberal education. 

  

Approach Towards Modernity  
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Gandhi Tagore 

Critique of Industrial Modernity 

1.       In Hind Swaraj, Gandhi sharply 

criticized industrial civilization. 

2. Viewed excessive mechanization as 

exploitative and environmentally 

destructive. 

3. Favoured simple living, sustainable 

consumption, and village republics. 

4. Opposed blind imitation of the West. 

Example: Village economy. 

5. Modern sustainability discourse and climate 

ethics increasingly validate Gandhi’s 

minimalist developmental philosophy. 

Example: Sustainable lifestyles. 

  

Scientific Temper with Spiritual Balance 

1.       Tagore welcomed scientific progress 

while cautioning against moral emptiness. 

2. Supported technology, rationality, and 

global intellectual exchange. 

3. Advocated synthesis of Eastern spirituality 

and Western science. 

4. Opposed superstition and social rigidity. 

Example: Rural reconstruction. 

5.       Tagore’s openness resembles present-

day innovation ecosystems combining 

tradition with technological advancement. 

Example: Digital education. 

  

  

Common Ground Despite Differences 

Despite disagreements, both leaders: 

1. Opposed colonial exploitation. 

2. Valued moral politics and human dignity. 

3. Emphasized education and social reform. 

4. Sought civilizational renewal rather than mere political independence. Example: Anti-colonial unity. 

Way Forward 

1. Combine Gandhi’s sustainability with Tagore’s scientific openness. 

2. Promote ethical nationalism rooted in constitutional morality. 

3. Strengthen local economies alongside global cooperation. 

4. Integrate liberal education with skill-based self-reliance. 

5. Balance technological growth with humanistic values. Example: Inclusive development. 

Conclusion 

 As Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan observed, civilizations advance through dialogue, not uniformity; Gandhi’s ethical 

nationalism and Tagore’s universal humanism together continue shaping India’s democratic and 

developmental imagination. 

Evaluate the efficacy of plea bargaining under BNSS. Examine how the stigma of conviction 

hinders its potential to reduce judicial pendency. 

Introduction 

India has 58.8 million pending cases and prisons at ~131% occupancy with 75% undertrial prisoners. Plea 

bargaining could structurally address both. Yet NCRB data 2023 reveals only 35,889 cases resolved through 

plea bargaining out of 1.65 crore tried, a disposal rate of 0.216%. The reform exists; the system refuses to use 

it. 

Historical and Legal Context 
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1.    Plea bargaining, introduced in India in 2006 (and retained under Section 290-300 of the 

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023), is a pre-trial negotiation where the accused pleads 

guilty in exchange for a lesser sentence. 

2.    It excludes serious offences (death/life imprisonment), crimes against women/children, and 

socio-economic crimes, aiming for faster resolution in minor cases. 

Positive Features under BNSS 

1.      Speedy Justice Mechanism: BNSS provides structured sentencing reductions—up to one-fourth 

or one-sixth punishment thereby ensuring predictability in outcomes. Example: petty theft cases. 

2.      Reducing Judicial Burden: Plea bargaining can substantially reduce trial duration, witness 

examination burden, and prosecutorial workload, thereby aiding Article 21’s “speedy trial” mandate. 

Example: cheque bounce disputes. 

3.      Economic Efficiency: Long trials impose high transaction costs on litigants, prisons, and the State. 

Faster disposal improves Ease of Doing Business and investor confidence, repeatedly emphasized by 

industry bodies like FICCI. 

4.      Technological Synergy: Budget 2026–27 allocated ₹1,200 crore for e-Courts Phase III to promote 

digital justice delivery, online case management, and faster disposals. Plea bargaining can complement 

this transition. 

5.      Victim-Centric Resolution: Mutually satisfactory disposition encourages compensation and 

restorative justice principles. Example: neighbourhood assault. 

Structural Weaknesses Limiting Efficacy 

1.      Extremely Narrow Applicability: BNSS excludes: offences punishable with death/life 

imprisonment, socio-economic offences and crimes against women and children below 14 years. Thus, 

a large portion of India’s criminal docket remains outside its ambit. Example: corruption offences. 

2.   Rigid Procedural Timeline: Section 290 BNSS, strict 30-day timeline and voluntariness 

certification limit meaningful negotiations. 

3.   Constitutional Concerns: Concerns persist regarding voluntariness under Articles 20(3) and 

21, especially where undertrials may plead guilty due to coercion, poverty, or prolonged incarceration. 

Example: indigent undertrials. 

4.   Conviction-Centric Model: Results in formal conviction, unlike compounding (Section 359) 

which leads to acquittal. 

5.   Prosecutorial Indifference: Lack of training and incentive to prioritise high conviction rates 

over negotiated settlements. 

How Stigma of Conviction Undermines Pendency Reduction 

1.   Permanent Criminal Record: Unlike compounding under Section 359 BNSS, plea bargaining 

culminates in a formal conviction. This creates lifelong reputational and occupational consequences. 

Example: government recruitment. 

2.   Social Ostracisation: Indian society rarely distinguishes between negotiated guilt and full-

trial conviction, resulting in loss of social capital and family standing. Example: matrimonial prospects.   
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3.      Employment and Mobility Restrictions: Convictions adversely affect: government jobs, 

passports and visas, professional licenses and  private sector verification. Hence, accused persons 

prefer prolonged trials over immediate conviction. Example: civil services aspirants. Trial 

Preference: Accused prefer prolonged trials hoping for acquittal rather than accepting guilt. Example: 

cheque bounce cases 43 lakh pending. 

4.      Comparative Disadvantage vis-à-vis Compounding: Compounding results in acquittal, whereas 

plea bargaining results in conviction; therefore, litigants naturally prefer compounding wherever 

available. 

Way Forward 

1.    India needs to move toward Expungement (wiping the record clean after a period of good 

behavior) or Non-conviction based settlements for first-time petty offenders. Example: USA Model. 

2.       Establish independent court-mandated mediation cells in every district with trained facilitators. 

3.       Mandate specialised training for prosecutors and legal aid lawyers on plea bargaining. 

4.       Reconcile compounding and plea bargaining through clear guidelines. 

5.       Create High Court dashboards for monthly monitoring of disposal rates by offence category. 

Conclusion 

As the Law Commission of India 154, 1996 foresaw: A system that forces the innocent to choose between 

indefinite detention and a guilty plea has failed its foundational purpose. Plea bargaining's potential is no t a 

legal question it is a civilisational one about whether conviction should punish twice. 

Evaluate thorium’s significance in India’s 100 GWe nuclear mission. Analyze its role in 

achieving energy sovereignty and a net-zero Viksit Bharat. 

Introduction 

To achieve the goal of a Viksit Bharat by 2047, India has launched an ambitious 100 GWe nuclear energy 

mission. Central to this vision is the transition from Uranium-dependent reactors to a Thorium-based fuel cycle, 

leveraging India’s vast domestic reserves (the world’s largest) to ensure long-term energy security and fulfill 

Net-Zero commitments. 

Historical and Strategic Foundation 

1.       Conceived by Dr. Homi Bhabha in the 1950s, India’s three-stage nuclear programme was designed 

for self-reliance given limited uranium but abundant thorium. 

o Stage 1 (PHWRs) uses natural uranium. 

o Stage 2 (Fast Breeder Reactors) breeds plutonium. 

o Stage 3 utilises thorium to produce U-233. 

2.       This indigenous strategy reflected constitutional imperatives under Article 51 (international 

peace) and Article 48A (environmental protection). 
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3.       The recent operationalisation of the 500 MWe Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) at 

Kalpakkam marks a major milestone toward commercial thorium utilisation. Example: Kalpakkam 

PFBR. 

Thorium’s Technological Significance  

Thorium offers superior long-term potential: 

1. India holds ~25% of global reserves, enabling centuries of energy independence. 

2. Higher energy density, i.e., more abundant and efficient than Uranium-235. A successful transition 

could potentially turn India into a net energy exporter. 

3. Thorium-based reactors (like AHWRs and TMSRs) produce less long-lived waste and higher 

proliferation resistance than uranium cycles. 

4. PFBR’s criticality in 2025-26 marks progress toward breeding U-233 at scale. 

5. Thorium-HALEU fuel in PHWRs can accelerate thorium irradiation, supporting 100 GWe capacity 

faster than fast reactors alone. Example: Projected 48 GW solar PV integration via thorium synergy. 

Role in Energy Sovereignty 

Thorium reduces import dependence (85% crude oil, significant uranium): 

1. Eliminates vulnerability to West Asia disruptions and global uranium price volatility. 

2. Supports transition from major importer to potential exporter of nuclear technology and power.  

3. Enhances strategic autonomy amid geopolitical uncertainties, aligning with Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

Example: Reduced reliance on Russian/ Kazakh uranium supplies. 

Contribution to Net-Zero Viksit Bharat 

Thorium provides reliable baseload power, complementing intermittent renewables: 

1. Enables decarbonisation of heavy industry and grid stability for 500 GW non-fossil target. 

2. Supports net-zero 2070 by minimising emissions and waste management challenges. 

3. Drives economic growth through skilled jobs and indigenous supply chains. Example: PFBR and future 

TMSRs for clean hydrogen production. 

  

Challenges in Thorium Deployment 

1.      Long Gestation Period: Commercial-scale thorium deployment remains 2–3 decades away due 

to technological complexity. 

2.      Fuel Cycle Challenges: Thorium itself is not fissile; it requires conversion into Uranium-233 

through breeder reactors. 

3.   Capital and Regulatory Constraints: Nuclear projects face: high upfront costs, liability 

concerns, land acquisition hurdles and environmental clearances. 

4.      Public Perception and Safety Concerns: Incidents like Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster 

continue influencing public opinion globally. 

Way Forward 

1.       Accelerate thorium-HALEU deployment in existing PHWRs. 

2.       Expand R&D on molten salt reactors and advanced fuel cycles. 
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3.       Integrate thorium mission with National Green Hydrogen Mission. 

4.       Strengthen regulatory framework and public outreach for social acceptance. 

5.       Pursue bilateral partnerships under Artemis Accords-like nuclear frameworks. 

Conclusion 

Echoing A. P. J. Abdul Kalam’s vision that “energy independence is the first and foremost prerequisite for 

national development,” thorium can become the fulcrum of India’s sustainable, sovereign, and net-zero future. 

Examine the SWM Rules 2026. Evaluate how mandatory source segregation and digital 

tracking can transform India’s waste management landscape and ensure accountability. 

Introduction 

Generating over 1.7 lakh tonnes of municipal waste daily, India’s waste  crisis prompted the SWM Rules, 2026, 

which combine mandatory segregation, digital monitoring, and circular-economy principles to achieve 

accountable and sustainable urbanisation. 

Key Provisions of Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026 

1.      The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, notified under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 

replace the 2016 framework and operationalise principles of: circular Economy, polluter Pays, 

extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) and decentralised waste governance. 

2.      The Rules aim to transform India from a collect-and-dump model to a resource-recovery 

ecosystem. 

3.      The rules introduce mandatory four-stream segregation (wet, dry, sanitary, special care waste) 

at source and a Centralised Online Portal for end-to-end tracking. 

4.      The Rules introduce Extended Bulk Waste Generator Responsibility (EBWGR) with clear 

accountability, enforce Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) usage in industries, and apply Polluter Pays via 

environmental compensation. Legacy dumpsites must undergo time-bound biomining. 

5.      Entities generating: 100 kg waste/day, or consuming 40,000 litres water/day, or occupying 20,000 

sq. m. area, must process waste scientifically. 
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Key Significance of Mandatory Source Segregation 

1.      Four-stream segregation mandated into wet, dry, sanitary, and special-care waste. Example: 

Indore model. 

2.      Reduces contamination, improving composting, recycling, and biomethanation efficiency. 

 Example: wet waste composting. 

3.      Minimises methane emissions, landfill fires, and groundwater pollution. Example: Ghazipur 

landfill. 

4.      Strengthens circular economy by converting waste into recyclable resources. Example: plastic 

recycling. 

5.      Generates green jobs in recycling and waste-processing sectors. Example: informal waste workers. 

6.      Formal recognition of Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) improves scientific sorting and 

recovery. Example: SWaCH Pune. 

7.      Extended Bulk Waste Generator Responsibility (EBWGR) decentralises waste processing 

responsibility. Example: gated societies. 

8.      Supports constitutional values under: 

·         Article 48A: environmental protection, 

·         Article 51A(g): environmental duty, 

·         74th Constitutional Amendment: urban local governance.  

Digital Tracking and Accountability Mechanisms 
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1. Centralised Online Portal to track: waste generation, collection, transportation, processing, disposal 

and biomining progress. 

2. Enables real-time monitoring and reduces illegal dumping. Example: GPS waste vehicles. 

3. Enhances transparency through mandatory online reporting and audits. Example: landfill audit 

dashboards. 

4. Reduces corruption and fake municipal waste records. Example: ghost collection claims. 

5. Operationalises Polluter Pays Principle through environmental compensation for violations. Example: 

improper disposal penalties. 

6. Faster land-allocation norms can improve waste-processing infrastructure creation. 

 Example: biomining plants. 

7. RDF mandates for industries promote waste-to-energy transition and fossil-fuel substitution. 

Example: cement kilns. 

8. Supports India’s Net-Zero 2070 goals through reduced landfill dependence. Example: methane 

reduction 

Key Challenges 

1.    Excessive centralisation may weaken cooperative federalism and local flexibility. 

 Example: one-size-fits-all rules. 

2.    Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) and gram panchayats often lack:  technical manpower, digital 

infrastructure and financial capacity. Example: small municipalities. 

3.    Behavioural change remains the biggest challenge for effective segregation. Example: mixed 

household waste. 

4.    Rural areas may struggle with sophisticated segregation and reporting mechanisms. Example: 

remote panchayats. 

5.    Risk of paper compliance instead of genuine environmental outcomes. Example: dashboard 

governance. 

Way Forward 

1. Provide formula-based fiscal transfers for waste infrastructure. 

2. Integrate informal waste workers into formal systems. 

3. Strengthen ward committees and gram sabhas. 

4. Develop state-specific implementation models. 

5. Promote AI-enabled waste analytics and GIS mapping. 

6. Encourage carbon-credit financing for local bodies. 

7. Launch nationwide behavioural change campaigns under Mission LiFE. 

Conclusion 

As Justice Brandeis famously observed in New State Ice Co. v. Liebmann (1932): A State may serve as  a 

laboratory for novel social experiments. India's waste crisis will be solved not by central decree but by 28 

laboratories of local governance the Centre must set the floor, not occupy the field. 

Critically analyze India’s pursuit of strategic autonomy. Evaluate if this approach effectively 

secures national interests or hinders deep strategic partnerships with major powers. 

Introduction 

Amid intensifying great-power rivalry, India’s strategic autonomy reflected in its independent stance on 

Ukraine, energy security, and Indo-Pacific partnerships, has become central to balancing sovereignty, economic 

growth, and multipolar geopolitical ambitions. 
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India’s Pursuit 

1.      Strategic Autonomy: Refers to India’s ability to pursue national interests independently without 

becoming subordinate to any power bloc. Rooted in Non-Aligned Movement, it has evolved into multi-

alignment involving simultaneous engagement with competing powers. 

2.      Core Elements of Strategic Autonomy: 

·         Independent decision-making on vital interests. 

·         Refusal to join formal alliances. 

·         Diversified partnerships without exclusivity. 

·         Balancing relations with major powers (US, Russia, China). Example: S-400 purchase 

despite CAATSA. 

How Strategic Autonomy Secures National Interests 

Geopolitical and Security Gains 

1. India maintained an independent position on the Russian invasion of Ukraine despite Western 

pressure. Example: UN abstentions. 

2. Continued purchase of discounted Russian crude protected domestic inflation and energy security. 

Example: Russian oil imports. 

3. Simultaneously deepened ties with the US, Japan, and Australia through the Quadrilateral Security 

Dialogue. Example: Indo-Pacific strategy. 

4. Retained strategic flexibility by engaging in: BRICS, SCO, I2U2, G20 leadership. Example: Global South 

outreach. 

Economic and Technological Benefits 

1. Diversified partnerships reduce overdependence on any single market or technology supplier. 

Example: semiconductor cooperation. 

2. Strategic autonomy enabled India to negotiate favourable defence and energy deals from multiple 

partners. Example: S-400 purchase. 

3. Budget 2026–27 emphasised defence indigenisation, critical minerals, and resilient supply chains 

aligned with autonomous strategic capacity. Example: Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

4. Enhances bargaining power in trade negotiations with major economies. Example: India-EU FTA talks. 

Diplomatic and Civilisational Advantages 

1. Positions India as a “Vishwa Mitra” capable of engaging all sides without bloc politics. 

 Example: Voice of Global South Summit. 

2. Enhances credibility among developing countries seeking alternatives to bipolar geopolitics. Example: 

African partnerships. 

3. Reflects constitutional values of sovereign equality and peaceful coexistence under Article 51. 

Example: Panchsheel principles. 

Limitations and Criticisms of Strategic Autonomy 

1.    Risk of Strategic Loneliness: Absence of formal alliances means India lacks guaranteed 

security commitments during crises (China border tensions). Unlike NATO allies, India must largely 

manage two-front security challenges independently. Example: China-Pakistan axis. 

2.    Constraints on Deep Strategic Partnerships:  

·         Excessive caution sometimes slows intelligence-sharing and advanced technology 

transfers (defence interoperability). 

·         Western powers often perceive India as an unreliable or transactional partner. Example: 

CAATSA concerns. 
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·         India’s balancing approach occasionally creates ambiguity in long-term strategic 

commitments. Example: Iran policy shifts 

3.    Diplomatic Criticism: Critics argue India has moved from moral internationalism to 

pragmatic transactionalism. Example: Ukraine neutrality. Reduced willingness to openly criticise 

major powers may weaken its traditional image as voice of the voiceless. Example: Palestine issue. 

Way Forward 

1. Deepen issue-based strategic partnerships without formal alliance dependence. 

2. Accelerate defence indigenisation and critical technology capabilities. Expand defence co-production 

under PLI and iDEX. 

3. Strengthen maritime partnerships in the Indo-Pacific. Leverage QUAD and BRICS for complementary 

gains. 

4. Expand economic diplomacy through FTAs and resilient supply chains. 

5. Maintain principled autonomy while defending international law and sovereignty. 

6. Enhance leadership within Global South institutions. 

Conclusion 

As EAM Jaishankar writes in The India Way (2020): Multi-alignment is not fence-sitting; it is the art of pursuing 

national interest in a world of competing powers. Strategic autonomy's future test is whether India can convert 

diplomatic flexibility into structural capability sovereignty without self-sufficiency is borrowed time. 

Analyze the role of AI and One Case, One Data in enhancing judicial efficiency. Evaluate the 

risks of technology substituting human judicial judgment. 

Introduction 

In May 2026, Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant unveiled the One Case, One Data (OCOD) platform, Su-

Sahayak AI chatbot along with SUPACE to improve efficiency while preserving constitutional human 

adjudication. These initiatives represent a transition from mere digitization (scanning papers) to judicial 

intelligence (leveraging data). 

AI and OCOD in Enhancing Efficiency 

Faster Case Management and Reduction in Pendency 

1.  OCOD creates a unified digital identity for every case across courts, reducing duplication and 

procedural delays. Example: unified appeal tracking. 

2. AI-enabled intelligent scheduling and automated cause lists improve court time utilisation. Example: 

e-Cause Lists. 

3. Digital filing scrutiny through OCR and ML detects defects instantly, reducing registry delays. Example: 

IIT-Madras pilot. 

4. AI-assisted transcription converts oral hearings into searchable records in real time. Example: 

Constitution Bench transcription. 

Enhancing Access to Justice 

1. SUVAS (Supreme Court Vidhik Anuvaad Software) translates judgments into 18 Indian languages, 

democratizing legal access in multilingual India. Example: regional litigants. 

2. AI chatbots like Su-Sahayak assist litigants with case status, filings and judgments. Example: citizen 

interface. 
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3. Video conferencing and Nyaya Shruti support remote hearings and witness testimony. Example: 

virtual courts. 

4. Digital integration under ICJS (Inter-operable Criminal Justice System) links police, prisons, courts and 

forensics for seamless justice delivery. Example: e-Sakshya integration. 

Technological and Administrative Significance 

1. AI tools like SUPACE and LegRAA (Legal Research Analysis Assistant) help judges identify precedents 

and organise bulky documents efficiently. Example: legal analytics. 

2. CIS 4.0 (Case Information System) and ICMIS (Integrated Case Management Information System) 

improve data-driven judicial administration and monitoring. Example: dashboard governance. 

3. NAFIS (National Automated Fingerprint Identification System) creates a centralized fingerprint 

database enhancing criminal investigation accuracy. Example: forensic interoperability. 

4. NITI Aayog’s Responsible AI for All vision aligns AI adoption with transparency and inclusivity. 

Example: ethical AI. 

Constitutional and Governance 

1. AI remains assistive, preserving judicial independence under Articles 50 and 21. Example: human 

oversight. 

2. Supreme Court AI Committees ensure constitutional scrutiny of technological deployment. Example: 

institutional safeguards. 

3. Digitisation strengthens transparency and accountability, reinforcing Rule of Law principles. Example: 

live-streaming hearings. 

4. OCOD enables evidence-based policymaking through accurate judicial statistics. Example: pendency 

mapping. 

Risks of Technology Substituting Human Judicial Judgment 

Threat to Judicial Reasoning and Discretion 

1. Algorithms cannot replicate empathy, moral reasoning or contextual balancing central to justice 

delivery. Example: bail jurisprudence. 

2. Excessive reliance on AI may encourage mechanical justice over nuanced adjudication. Example: 

sentencing concerns. 

3. Predictive analytics could unconsciously influence judicial independence. Example: algorithmic 

nudging. 

Bias, Privacy and Ethical Risks 

1. AI trained on biased historical data may reinforce caste, gender or socio-economic discrimination. 

Example: bail disparities. 

2. Centralised data systems like OCOD risk surveillance and misuse of sensitive judicial information. 

Example: privacy breach. 

3. Lack of algorithmic transparency challenges principles of natural justice. Example: opaque AI models. 

4. Digital divide may exclude rural litigants and small lawyers lacking technological resources. Example: 

taluka courts. 

Federal and Institutional Concerns 

1. Uniform digital systems may ignore local procedural realities across States. Example: interoperability 

gaps. 

2. Over-centralisation risks converting courts into compliance-driven bureaucratic systems. Example: 

dashboard governance. 
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3. Dependence on private technology vendors raises concerns of data sovereignty. Example: proprietary 

software.   

Way Forward 

1. Adopt a Human-in-the-Loop model ensuring AI only assists judges, never substitutes adjudication. 

2. Enact robust judicial data protection and algorithmic accountability frameworks. Example: Digital 

India Act. 

3. Expand digital infrastructure and legal-tech training in district courts. Example: e-Seva Kendras. 

4. Ensure open-source, transparent and auditable AI systems. 

5. Integrate multilingual, voice-based interfaces to bridge the digital divide. Example: vernacular access. 

Conclusion 

As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud observed, technology must become an enabler of justice, not its replacement; 

India’s constitutional morality ultimately requires human conscience, compassion and accountability to remain 

central to adjudication. 

Examine how India’s diplomacy can balance trusted partnerships and internal reforms to 

navigate geopolitical turbulence and the shifting world order. 

Introduction 

In an era of polycrisis characterized by de-globalization, the rise of middle powers, and disruptive tech, India’s 

foreign policy is moving beyond traditional non-alignment. The current paradigm suggests that external 

diplomatic success is now inextricably linked to rapid internal institutional and economic reform. 

India’s Diplomacy in a Shifting World Order  

Strategic Multi-Alignment and Trusted Partnerships 

1.    India has moved from Non-Alignment to Multi-Alignment, engaging simultaneously with 

QUAD, BRICS, SCO, I2U2 and G20. Example: balancing blocs. 

2.    Defence partnerships with the US, France and Russia diversify strategic dependence and 

strengthen deterrence. Example: Rafale–S400 mix. 

3.    India’s Indo-Pacific vision promotes rule-based maritime security while avoiding alliance 

entrapment. Example: SAGAR doctrine. 

4.    Strategic trust with Global South nations has expanded through vaccine diplomacy and digital 

public infrastructure cooperation. Example: Vaccine Maitri. 

5.    India-UAE CEPA and India-EFTA agreements strengthen resilient trade networks amid 

protectionism. Example: FTAs expansion. 

Internal Reforms as the Foundation of Foreign Policy  

1.    Economic strength is central to diplomatic credibility; Budget 2026-27 prioritises 

manufacturing, semiconductors and green energy. Example: India Semiconductor Mission. 

2.    Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes reduce dependence on China-centric supply 

chains. Example: electronics manufacturing. 
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3.    Infrastructure expansion through PM Gati Shakti improves trade competitiveness and 

connectivity diplomacy. Example: logistics corridors. 

4.    Energy diversification through solar, green hydrogen and nuclear expansion strengthens 

strategic autonomy. Example: ISA leadership. 

5.    Rupee trade mechanisms and UPI internationalisation enhance financial resilience. Example: 

digital payments diplomacy. 

Technological and Digital Diplomacy 

1.    India’s Digital Public Infrastructure model has emerged as a diplomatic tool for Global South 

engagement. Example: Aadhaar-UPI stack. 

2.    AI, cybersecurity and semiconductor reforms are essential to navigate techno-geopolitical 

rivalry. Example: trusted tech ecosystems. 

3.    Data governance frameworks strengthen digital sovereignty against external technological 

dependence. Example: Digital India Act.  

4.    Space diplomacy through ISRO collaborations enhances India’s soft power and strategic 

influence. Example: South Asia Satellite. 

Managing Emerging Global Turbulence 

1. Russia-Ukraine conflict showcased India’s calibrated diplomacy balancing energy security with 

Western partnerships. Example: discounted crude imports. 

2. India’s assertive border posture and infrastructure modernisation counter China’s coercive tactics. 

Example: LAC preparedness. 

3. Maritime diplomacy in the Indian Ocean protects trade routes and counters strategic encirclement. 

Example: anti-piracy missions. 

4. West Asian engagement balances ties with Israel, Iran and Gulf nations simultaneously. Example: 

Chabahar connectivity. 

5. Participation in supply-chain resilience initiatives reduces vulnerability to geopolitical disruptions. 

Example: SCRI partnership. 

Democratic Credibility and Soft Power 

1. Constitutional democracy, pluralism and federalism enhance India’s legitimacy  as a trusted global 

partner. Example: democratic resilience. 

2. Indian diaspora strengthens economic and strategic influence globally. Example: remittance 

diplomacy. 

3. Cultural diplomacy through yoga, Ayurveda and Buddhism reinforces civilizational outreach. Example: 

International Yoga Day. 

4. Climate leadership through Mission LiFE aligns sustainability with global governance responsibilities. 

Example: COP commitments. 

Challenges and Limitations 

1. Overdependence on imported defence technology constrains complete strategic autonomy. Example: 

defence imports. 

2. Domestic inequalities and unemployment may weaken long-term geopolitical ambition. Example: 

demographic pressure. 
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3. Simultaneous engagement with rival blocs risks diplomatic contradictions. Example: QUAD–BRICS 

balancing. 

4. Rising cyber threats and disinformation challenge national security preparedness. Example: hybrid 

warfare. 

Way Forward 

1. Deepen trusted strategic partnerships without compromising sovereign decision-making. 

2. Accelerate manufacturing, innovation and energy-transition reforms for geopolitical resilience. 

Example: green industrial policy. 

3. Strengthen neighbourhood-first diplomacy through connectivity and development partnerships. 

Example: BIMSTEC integration. 

4. Expand defence indigenisation under Atmanirbhar Bharat. Example: Tejas exports. 

5. Institutionalise technology governance and cyber diplomacy frameworks. Example: AI partnerships. 

6. Promote inclusive growth and human capital to sustain global influence. Example: skilling ecosystem. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. S. Jaishankar notes in The India Way, India must combine “strategic clarity with civilizational 

confidence,” ensuring domestic transformation and trusted partnerships together anchor its rise in a fractured 

world order. 

Analyze the Supreme Court’s recognition of mother-tongue education as an ‘existential right’ 

under Article 19(1)(a). Evaluate its impact on inclusive primary education. 

Introduction 

The Supreme Court's 2026 ruling holding that “mother-tongue education is not a matter of convenience but a 

matter of existential rights” under Article 19(1)(a), fundamentally reorders this framework, shifting language 

from an administrative choice to a constitutional guarantee. 

Supreme Court’s Recognition of Mother-Tongue Education as an Existential Right 

1. Existential Dignity: In Padam Mehta v. State of Rajasthan (2026), the Supreme Court linked mother-

tongue education with Article 19(1)(a), expanding free speech from mere expression to meaningful 

comprehension. 

2. Cognitive Justice: The Court held that receiving education in an unintelligible language weakens 

participation, identity formation, and democratic engagement. 

3. Substantive Equality: Article 21A (Right to Education) was interpreted alongside Article 350A, 

making intelligible education part of quality education. 

4. Rights-Based Approach: The judgment transformed Article 350A from a directive principle into an 

enforceable constitutional obligation. 

Impact on Inclusive Primary Education 

1. Foundational Learning: UNESCO studies show children learn foundational literacy faster in familiar 

languages during early years. 

2. Reduced Dropouts: Mother-tongue instruction improves classroom participation, comprehension, 

and retention in Grades 1–5. 

3. Policy convergence: NEP 2020 already recommended local-language instruction till Grade 5; the 

judgment provides constitutional backing to this policy. 

4. Learning Outcomes: NIPUN Bharat’s focus on foundational literacy gains greater effectiveness 

through vernacular pedagogy. 
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Social and Cultural Inclusion 

1. Inclusive Federalism: Linguistic minorities and tribal communities gain recognition beyond Eighth 

Schedule limitations. 

2. Cultural Preservation: Regional dialects like Rajasthani, Bhojpuri, and Tulu receive educational 

legitimacy despite limited official status. 

3. Social Integration: Education in home language strengthens emotional security and reduces 

alienation among first-generation learners. 

4. Educational Equity: It democratises education by challenging English-centric elitism in foundational 

schooling. 

Outcome on Constitutional and Federal Dynamics 

1. Shared Responsibility: The ruling strengthens cooperative federalism by obligating States to 

operationalise multilingual education infrastructure. 

2. Plural Constitutionalism: It aligns with Article 29 protecting linguistic and cultural rights of 

minorities. 

3. Unity In Diversity: The judgment also reflects constitutional morality by balancing national 

integration with linguistic diversity. 

Challenges 

1. Capacity Deficit: Many States lack trained multilingual teachers and region-specific pedagogical 

material. 

2. Implementation Gap: NCERT and SCERT textbook translation infrastructure remains uneven across 

States. 

3. Urban Complexity: Migration and urbanisation create multilingual classrooms where selecting one 

mother tongue becomes difficult. 

4. Language Transition: Excessive localisation without transition support may weaken later 

competitiveness in higher education and global markets. 

5. Fiscal Burden: Developing digital content and AI-supported translation tools for multiple languages 

requires substantial public investment. 

Way Forward 

1. Balanced Multilingualism: Adopt a “mother tongue + regional language + English” phased model 

rather than rigid linguistic isolation. 

2. Teacher Preparedness: Expand teacher-training programmes under NISHTHA and DIKSHA for 

multilingual pedagogy. 

3. Technological Inclusion: Use AI-enabled translation and speech tools through Bhashini for 

affordable educational content generation. 

4. Grassroots Ownership: Encourage community participation and local-language curriculum 

development through Panchayats and School Management Committees. 

5. Language Preservation: Create a National Linguistic Resource Mission for endangered and tribal 

languages. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, philosopher-President, held: Education is not the filling of a pail but the 

lighting of a fire. A fire lit in a language a child does not understand is not illumination it is alienation. The 2026 

ruling ensures that India's first light of learning burns in the language of belonging. 
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Analyze the shift from cultural sambandh to a strategic partnership in India-Nordic relations. 

Evaluate its role in stabilizing the unsettled global order. 

Introduction 

As PM arrives in Oslo in May 2026 for the India-Nordic Summit, Indian diplomacy aims to move beyond 

historical sambandh (cordial ties) toward a Grand Strategy. In an era of shifting global norms and geopolitical 

turbulence, the Nordic five (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden) have emerged as pivotal partners 

for India’s Viksit Bharat vision. 

Historical Roots of Cultural Sambandh 

1.    India-Nordic relations trace back to shared democratic values and early development 

cooperation. 

2.    Norway’s pioneering fisheries project in Kerala in the 1950s and cultural links like the St. Olav 

Church in Serampore exemplified people-to-people sambandh. 

3.    For decades, engagement remained symbolic and aid-oriented, reflecting post-colonial 

solidarity rather than strategic depth. 

Strategic Drivers of the Partnership 

Economic and Investment Dimensions 

1. Long-Term Capital: The EFTA-India Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) promises 

nearly $100 billion investment commitments over 15 years. 

2. Patient Investments: Nordic sovereign wealth funds and pension funds provide stable financing for 

India’s infrastructure and green-transition sectors. 

3. Supply-Chain Resilience: Economic Survey 2025-26 highlighted green manufacturing and resilient 

supply chains as pillars of India’s growth strategy. 

4. Trusted Supply Chains: Nordic investments complement India’s “China+1” manufacturing 

diversification strategy. 

Green and Climate Cooperation 

1. Green Transition: Denmark’s Green Strategic Partnership with India deepens collaboration in 

offshore wind, carbon capture, and energy efficiency. 

2. Sustainable Development: Nordic expertise in circular economy models supports India’s Net Zero 

2070 and Mission LiFE goals. 

3. Blue Economy: Joint work on green shipping corridors and hydrogen fuel can transform maritime 

logistics in the Indian Ocean. 

4. Climate Linkage: Arctic cooperation with Norway links polar research to Indian monsoon and 

climate-security concerns. 

Technological and Innovation Partnership 

1. Deep-tech synergy: Nordic countries are leaders in AI, 6G, semiconductors, and quantum research, 

complementing India’s digital scale and talent pool. 

2. Innovation Ecosystem: Collaboration in clean-tech startups and digital public infrastructure 

strengthens technological sovereignty. 

3. Tech Resilience: NITI Aayog has emphasised trusted technological ecosystems amid rising 

geopolitical techno-nationalism. 

Role in Stabilising the Unsettled Global Order 
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Strengthening Multipolarity and Rules-Based Order 

1. Democratic Convergence: India and Nordic nations support multilateralism, UN reforms, and rule-

based global governance. 

2. Strategic Balancing: Their cooperation counters excessive bipolarity in the emerging US-China 

rivalry. 

3. Global Governance Reform: Nordic support for India’s UNSC permanent membership strengthens 

India’s global institutional role. 

4. Normative Alignment: Shared democratic values and commitment to international law reinforce 

collective diplomatic credibility. 

Maritime and Geopolitical Stability 

1. Arctic-Indo-Pacific Nexus: Cooperation in Arctic governance and Indo-Pacific maritime security 

creates new strategic interlinkages. 

2. Energy Security: Green maritime technologies can reduce dependence on vulnerable fossil-fuel 

supply chains. 

3. Strategic Autonomy: Nordic engagement diversifies India’s diplomatic partnerships beyond 

traditional major powers. 

Challenges 

1. Policy Differences: Divergences persist on Russia-Ukraine issues and aspects of EU trade and human-

rights positions. 

2. Security Asymmetry: Nordic nations’ NATO alignment may occasionally constrain independent 

strategic convergence with India. 

3. Implementation Delays: High-technology and green-energy collaborations require long gestation 

periods and regulatory harmonisation. 

4. Awareness Gap: Limited public awareness and business connectivity still keep relations under-

exploited. 

Way Forward 

1. Multi-Level Diplomacy: Institutionalise annual India-Nordic technology and climate dialogues 

involving States and private sectors. 

2. Strategic Technologies: Expand cooperation in semiconductors, AI ethics, Arctic science, and resilient 

supply chains. 

3. Localized Partnerships: Promote state-level partnerships with Kerala, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu for 

maritime and renewable-energy cooperation. 

4. Knowledge Diplomacy: Enhance academic exchanges and innovation corridors between IITs and 

Nordic universities. 

5. Climate Financing: Develop a dedicated India-Nordic Green Investment and Blue Economy Fund. 

Conclusion 

As EAM Jaishankar writes in The India Way (2020): Building partnerships with equals is shaping the future. 

India-Nordic relations are precisely this, no hierarchy, no dependency, only complementarity. The northern 

lights may be distant from the tropics, but the democratic horizons they illuminate are the same. 

Examine the constitutional status of Vande Mataram. Evaluate the implications of its 

ceremonial usage on the secular and multicultural foundations of India. 

Introduction 
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Amid the 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram and the Union government’s 2026 directives, India faces a 

constitutional test: reconciling nationalist symbolism with secular pluralism, federal diversity, and conscience -

based citizenship envisioned by the Constitution. 

Historical Evolution and Nationalist Role 

1.      Literary Nationalism:  Composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in 1875 and published in 

Anandamath (1882). 

2.      Anti-Colonial Mobilisation: Became the slogan of the Swadeshi Movement during the 1905 

Partition of Bengal. 

3.      Congress Adoption: Sung by Rabindranath Tagore at the 1896 session of the Indian National 

Congress. 

4.      Revolutionary Consciousness: Inspired revolutionaries like Bhikaji Cama and Aurobindo Ghose. 

Constitutional and Legal Position 

1.      Constitutional Silence: Constitution does not explicitly mention any National Song. 

2.      Limited Constitutional Duty: Article 51A(a) mandates respect only for: Constitution, National 

Flag and National Anthem. 

3.      Ceremonial Recognition: On 24 January 1950, Rajendra Prasad accorded Vande Mataram equal 

honour with Jana Gana Mana due to its freedom struggle contribution. 

4.      Voluntary Patriotism: No mandatory constitutional obligation exists for citizens to sing it. 

Present Legal Developments 

1.      Statutory Expansion: Union Cabinet (2026) proposed amending the Prevention of Insults to 

National Honour Act, 1971 to penalise intentional insult to Vande Mataram. 

2.      Protocol Formalisation: MHA guidelines mandated singing all six stanzas at official events before 

the National Anthem. 

3.      Judicial Moderation: Supreme Court clarified these directives are advisory and non-punitive. 

Implications of Ceremonial Usage on Secular and Multicultural Foundations 

Secularism and Freedom of Religion 

1.      Reinforces collective national memory of anti-colonial struggle. Example: shared heritage. 

2.      Strengthens emotional attachment to the motherland. Example: cultural patriotism.   

3.      Encourages civic symbolism during national ceremonies. Example: national integration. 

Concerns and Constitutional Tensions 

1.      Later stanzas invoke Hindu goddesses such as Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati. Example: religious 

imagery. 

2.      May conflict with Article 25 guaranteeing freedom of conscience and religion. Example: faith 

autonomy. 
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3.      Muslim organisations argue compulsory recital violates monotheistic principles. Example: 

religious objection. 

Multiculturalism and Inclusive Nationalism 

1.      Inclusive Compromise: 1937 Congress Working Committee restricted public usage to first two 

stanzas only. 

2.      Plural Accommodation: Jawaharlal Nehru acknowledged communal sensitivities surrounding 

later verses. 

3.      Symbolic Homogenisation: Compulsory ceremonial usage may equate patriotism with cultural 

conformity. 

4.      Identity Exclusion: Risks alienating minorities and non-Hindu communities. 

5.      Multicultural Strain: Undermines India’s civic nationalism rooted in diversity. 

6.      Political Polarisation: Debate over mandatory rendition in Parliament during 150th anniversary 

celebration. 

Impact on Regional Identities 

1.      Federal Diversity: States possess distinct cultural symbols and traditions. 

2.      Regional Identity: In Tamil Nadu, Tamil Thai Vaazhthu holds ceremonial importance as state 

song.   

3.   Cultural Centralization: Centralised ceremonial mandates may weaken cooperative 

federalism 

Democratic and Judicial Impact 

Constitutional Morality over Coercive Nationalism 

1.      Liberty Principle: Supreme Court in Bijoe Emmanuel v. State of Kerala held patriotism cannot 

be imposed through coercion. 

2.      Democratic Tolerance: Constitutional democracy protects both participation and dissent. 

3.      Constitutional Supremacy: B.R. Ambedkar emphasised constitutional morality over cultural 

majoritarianism. 

Symbolism versus Substantive Nationalism 

1.      Performative Patriotism: Excessive ceremonialisation may reduce nationalism to ritual 

compliance. 

2.      Constitutional Fraternity: Genuine national unity emerges from justice, equality and fraternity. 

Way Forward 

1.      Historical Consensus: Restrict official usage to first two universally accepted stanzas. 

2.   Freedom Of Conscience: Preserve voluntary participation rather than coercive compliance. 

3.      Constitutional Patriotism: Promote civic nationalism rooted in constitutional values. 
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4.      Consensual Democracy: Encourage interfaith and parliamentary consultations before altering 

ceremonial protocols. 

5.      Cooperative Federalism: Respect regional songs and cultural symbols within India’s federal 

framework. 

6.      Civic Awareness: Use educational institutions for constitutional literacy, not symbolic 

compulsion. 

Conclusion 

 

As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar warned in the Constituent Assembly: Constitutional morality is not a natural sentiment; 

it has to be cultivated. Vande Mataram's first two stanzas unite; its mandated six stanzas divide. A democracy's 

strength lies not in enforced solidarity but in voluntary belonging and belonging cannot be legislated. 

Evaluate India’s ability to productively absorb its increasingly educated youth. Examine the 

structural reforms needed to translate demographic potential into inclusive growth. 

Introduction 

According to PLFS 2025 and the Economic Survey 2025-26, India’s average schooling has crossed 10 years, yet 

nearly 7–10 million educated youths enter labour markets annually amid widening skill mismatches, 

informalisation, and employment vulnerabilities. 

India’s Educated Youth Demographic Dividend or Employment Paradox? 

Rising Educational Attainment 

1.      Average years of schooling for Indians above 15 years reached 10 years. Example: PLFS 2025.  

2.      Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education has expanded significantly after NEP 2020 reforms. 

Example: AISHE Report. 

3.      Budget 2026-27 increased allocation for AI Centres of Excellence, Digital Universities, and Skill 

India Mission. Example: PM e-Vidya expansion and digital Learning. 

Credential Inflation and Educated Unemployment 

1.      Educational qualifications are increasing faster than quality job creation. 

2.      Nearly 5 million graduates enter labour markets annually, but only around 2.8 million obtain 

employment. 

3.      Graduate unemployment among 15–29 age group remains disproportionately high. Example: 

Engineering graduates in low-skill gig jobs - Delivery Economy. 

Informalisation Despite Education 

1.      Regular salaried employment increased from 22% to 24%, yet over 90% workforce remains 

informal. Example: PLFS Trends. 

2.      Gig economy provides income but lacks social security and long-term mobility. Example: Urban 

app-based workforce. 
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Structural Challenges Hindering Productive Absorption 

1.      Skill Mismatch and Employability Deficit: Education system remains theory-oriented and 

examination-centric. Only around 4% Indians aged 15–59 received formal vocational training. NITI 

Aayog’s Roadmap for Job Creation in the AI Economy report highlights inadequate industry-academia 

linkage. Example: AI industry demanding coding skills - Tech Gap. 

2.      Weak Manufacturing Absorption: India shifted from agriculture to services without robust 

labour-intensive industrialisation. Manufacturing employs merely around 12% workforce despite PLI 

schemes. MSMEs face credit, logistics, and compliance bottlenecks. 

3.      Gendered Employment Constraints: Female Labour Force Participation improved but 

structural barriers persist. Women continue facing unpaid care burdens and wage disparities. Women 

earn nearly 76% of male wages in salaried work. 

4.      Regional and Social Imbalances: Formal jobs are concentrated in western and southern India. 

Demographic growth remains highest in northern and eastern states. Caste-based occupational 

segregation continues despite educational mobility.   

Can India Productively Absorb Educated Youth? 

1.      Manufacturing-Led Growth Potential: Labour-intensive manufacturing remains essential for 

mass employment generation. PLI schemes must move beyond assembly towards component 

ecosystems and value addition. Example: Mobile manufacturing clusters in Noida - Electronics Hub. 

2.      Services Sector Diversification: Future employment must emerge beyond traditional IT 

services. Healthcare, tourism, logistics, fintech, and creative economy possess high employment 

elasticity. Example: Telemedicine sector growth and digital health. 

3.      Green Economy Opportunities: Renewable energy, EVs, green hydrogen, and circular economy 

can generate large-scale jobs.  Example: National Green Hydrogen Mission. 

4.      Agro-Processing and Rural Industrialisation: Rural youth require opportunities beyond 

conventional farming. Agro-processing and food value chains can absorb semi-skilled labour. Example: 

Mega Food Parks Scheme. 

Constitutional, Social and Economic Concerns 

1.      Welfare State Obligations: Articles 38, 39, 41, and 43 envision economic justice and dignified 

employment. Employment generation is central to substantive democracy. Example: VB-GRAMG as 

livelihood support. 

2.      Demographic Dividend Window Narrowing: UN projections suggest India’s working-age 

population may peak before 2040. Failure to generate productive jobs risks demographic disaster. 

Example: Rising NEET/JEE/UPSC population.   

3.      Social Stability Concerns: Educated unemployment can intensify social frustration, migration 

distress, and identity mobilisation. Example: Competitive exam protests. 

Way Forward 

1.      Education-Skill Integration: Embed vocational education from school level under NEP 2020. 

Promote apprenticeship-linked university degrees. Example: Germany’s dual vocational model. 
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2.      Strengthening MSMEs: Improve credit access, export support, and digital compliance 

simplification. Example: Udyam Portal formalisation MSME Reform. 

3.      Universal Social Security: Implement portable social security for gig and informal workers 

through labour codes. Example: e-Shram portal registration, Labour Database. 

4.      Enhancing Women’s Participation: Expand childcare infrastructure, safe transport, and flexible 

workplaces. Example: Working women hostels. 

5.      Regional Employment Corridors: Develop industrial corridors in eastern and northern India. 

Example: PM Gati Shakti logistics corridors. 

6.      AI and Deep-Tech Preparedness: Upskill workforce in AI, semiconductors, robotics, and 

cybersecurity. Example: IndiaAI Mission. 

Conclusion 

As Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen argued in Development as Freedom (1999): Economic growth without 

capability expansion is hollow. India has built the education floor; the urgent task is building the economic 

ceiling dignified, secure, productive employment that converts 10 years of schooling into 30 years of 

contribution. 

Examine how changing US-China dynamics challenge global multipolarity. Evaluate the 

strategies India must adopt to reinforce its strategic autonomy. 

Introduction 

The 2026 Trump-Xi summit signals a shift toward bilateral “G2-style power concentration” threaten global 

governance and challenging multipolarity. This transactional G2-duopoly presents a unique challenge to India's 

position as an Indo-Pacific counterweight and necessitates a re-evaluation of its strategic autonomy. 

Changing US-China Dynamics and Crisis of Multipolarity 

Shift from Multilateralism to Transactional Bilateralism 

1.      Both Washington and Beijing increasingly prefer direct bargains over institution-driven 

cooperation, weakening plurilateralism. 

2. US skepticism towards NATO and Quad reflects burden-sharing fatigue. Example: Trump’s Quad 

reservations. 

3. China prefers bilateral leverage where economic asymmetry favours Beijing. Example: Rare-earth 

diplomacy. 

4. G2 tendencies risk marginalising middle powers like India and Brazil. Example: Busan Trump-Xi 

summit. 

Weakening of Global Governance Institutions 

1.       Global institutions face paralysis as superpowers bypass collective mechanisms. G20 consensus-

building has weakened amid strategic rivalry. 

2. BRICS faces internal contradictions due to China-centric dominance concerns. 

3. WTO dispute settlement remains dysfunctional, affecting developing economies. Example: Trade 

arbitration crisis. 

Economic Fragmentation and Supply-Chain Geopolitics 
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1.       US-China competition is restructuring global trade and technology flows. Friend-shoring. and 

export controls fragment global markets. Example: Nvidia chip restrictions. 

2. China+1 strategy benefits India but remains vulnerable to US-China rapprochement. Example: Apple 

manufacturing shifts. 

3. IMF warns fragmentation may reduce global GDP by up to 7%. Example: IMF Geo-economic 

Fragmentation Report. 

Technological Bipolarity and Digital Sovereignty 

1.       Emerging technologies are becoming arenas of strategic rivalry. US-led semiconductor controls 

challenge China’s technological rise. Example: CHIPS Act. 

2. China’s Digital Silk Road expands techno-political influence globally. Example: Huawei networks.  

3. Competing AI and cyber norms threaten open digital governance. Example: AI governance divide. 

Security and Indo-Pacific Implications 

1. Strategic competition intensifies militarisation across Indo-Pacific regions. Taiwan tensions risk 

destabilising maritime trade routes. Example: South China Sea patrols. 

2. Reduced US focus on alliances may weaken deterrence structures. Example: NATO burden debates. 

3. China-Pakistan strategic nexus directly impacts India’s continental security. Example: CPEC 

militarization. 

Implications for India’s Strategic Autonomy 

Risk of Strategic Marginalisation 

1.       A potential US-China understanding risks diluting India’s role as an Indo-Pacific counterweight. 

Example: Indo-Pacific recalibration. 

2.       Grand bargains on trade or technology may sideline New Delhi in regional security. Example: 

Trade tariff settlements. 

Pressure on Economic and Energy Security 

1.       External geopolitical shocks directly affect India’s developmental priorities. Oil disruptions raise 

inflation and CAD pressures. Example: Iran conflict impact. 

2. Chinese manufacturing revival could weaken India’s export competitiveness. Example: Electronics 

supply chains. 

Institutional Exclusion Risks 

1.       G2-style coordination may sideline India in global decision-making forums. Security frameworks 

may evolve without adequate Indian participation. Example: Taiwan crisis diplomacy 

2. Rule-making on AI, cyber, and trade may become exclusionary. Example: Digital standards competition 

Strategies for India to Reinforce Strategic Autonomy 

Diversified Multi-Alignment Strategy 

1. Strengthen partnerships with Japan, France, ASEAN, and Australia. Example: Indo-Pacific Oceans 

Initiative 

2. Expand engagement with Africa and Global South nations. Example: Voice of Global South Summit 

Accelerated Economic and Technological Self-Reliance 
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1.       Strategic autonomy requires comprehensive national capability. Budget 2026-27 increased 

allocation for semiconductor and deep-tech missions. Example: IndiaAI Mission. 

2. Defence indigenisation under Atmanirbhar Bharat must accelerate. Example: Tejas Mk-2 programme. 

3. Critical mineral partnerships should reduce dependency on China. Example: Australia lithium 

agreements. 

Institutional Leadership in Multipolar Forums 

1.       India should revitalise cooperative global governance mechanisms. Champion inclusive reform 

of UNSC and WTO. Example: G4 coalition. 

2. Use G20 and BRICS selectively to shape development agendas. Example: Digital Public Infrastructure 

diplomacy. 

Maritime and Continental Balancing 

1.       India must simultaneously secure oceans and manage land borders. Strengthen Indian Ocean 

maritime dominance. Example: SAGAR doctrine. 

2. Maintain dialogue through SCO and BRICS despite tensions. Example: Border disengagement talks. 

Human Capital and Innovation Diplomacy 

1.       Long-term autonomy depends on knowledge leadership. NITI Aayog stresses AI-ready workforce 

and innovation ecosystems. Example: Frontier Tech Hub. 

2. Expand academic and research partnerships with trusted democracies. Example: India-EU TTC. 

Conclusion 

As President K.R. Narayanan observed, strategic autonomy rests on independent judgment rooted in national 

interest. India’s rise depends upon shaping not merely reacting to, the emerging global order through resilient 

multipolar leadership. 

Examine how transitioning from growth to productivity-led manufacturing can realize Viksit 

Bharat. Evaluate the structural reforms necessary to sustain this momentum. 

Introduction 

Economic Survey 2025-26 emphasises that sustaining India’s 6.5% GDP growth requires a shift. However, 

transitioning from a fast-growing major economy to a Viksit Bharat (Developed India) by 2047 requires a 

fundamental shift: moving from a factor-accumulation model (simply adding capital and labor) to a Total Factor 

Productivity (TFP) driven growth model. 

Why Productivity-Led Manufacturing is Crucial for Viksit Bharat 

Escaping the Middle-Income Trap 

1.       Sustained prosperity depends on productivity, not merely expanding labour and capital inputs. 

Consumption-led growth faces diminishing returns over time. Example: Latin American stagnation. 

2.       Productivity raises per-capita income sustainably without excessive inflation. Example: East 

Asian economies. 

3.       TFP-driven economies achieve higher innovation and competitiveness. Example: South Korea 

transition. 
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Manufacturing as the Engine of Structural Transformation 

1.       Manufacturing bridges low-productivity agriculture and high-value modern sectors. Agriculture 

employs ~43% workforce but contributes far lower GDP share. Example: Disguised unemployment. 

2.       Manufacturing creates strong forward-backward linkages across sectors. Example: Auto-

component clusters. 

3.       Large-scale industrialisation absorbs semi-skilled labour effectively. Example: Electronics 

manufacturing hubs. 

Employment Generation with Productivity Gains 

1.       Manufacturing uniquely combines job creation with rising efficiency. Labour-intensive sectors 

can absorb India’s demographic surge. Example: Textiles and footwear. 

2.       Industry 4.0 promotes worker upskilling and technological diffusion. Example: Smart factories. 

3.       Formal manufacturing increases wage security and social protection. Example: EPFO-linked jobs. 

Global Competitiveness and Export Resilience 

1.       Productivity lowers unit costs and integrates India into global value chains. China+1 strategy 

creates opportunities for India’s export manufacturing. Example: Apple supply chains. 

2.       PLI schemes support scale economies in sunrise sectors. Example: Semiconductor mission. 

3.       High-productivity exports strengthen external stability. Example: Engineering goods exports. 

Innovation and Technological Sovereignty 

1.       Productive manufacturing ecosystems stimulate domestic innovation capacity. NITI Aayog 

highlights deep-tech manufacturing as strategic priority. Example: AI-enabled manufacturing. 

2.       Industrial R&D enhances defence and semiconductor resilience. Example: Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

3.       Manufacturing depth improves domestic value addition. Example: EV battery ecosystem. 

Structural Constraints Hindering Productivity Growth 

1.    Fragmented Industrial Structure: India’s manufacturing sector is dominated by small, low-

productivity firms. Absence of mid-sized firms weakens scale competitiveness. Informality restricts 

access to credit and technology adoption. Example: Missing middle problem. 

2.       Dwarf Firm Problem: Inefficient firms continue surviving despite low productivity. Capital 

remains trapped in unviable enterprises. Weak insolvency and bank-led evergreening slow creative 

destruction. Example: NPA restructuring. 

3.       High Logistics and Compliance Costs: Efficiency gaps reduce industrial competitiveness 

globally. India’s logistics cost remains around 13% of GDP. Excessive regulatory approvals discourage 

scaling up. Example: Compliance burden. 

4.       Skill and Labour Market Mismatch: Education expansion has not ensured industrial 

employability. Limited vocational training reduces labour productivity. Manufacturing faces shortage 

of job-ready technicians. Example: Apprenticeship deficit. 
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Structural Reforms Necessary to Sustain Momentum 

Labour and Human Capital Reforms 

1.       Productivity growth requires a flexible and skilled workforce. Operationalise four Labour Codes 

uniformly across states. Example: Formalisation reforms. 

2.       Integrate NEP 2020 with vocational and apprenticeship ecosystems. Example: Dual-skilling 

models. 

3.       Expand AI, robotics, and semiconductor training institutions. Example: Skill India Digital. 

Financial and MSME Reforms 

1.       Shift from collateral-based to cash-flow-based lending. Example: GST-linked credit. 

2.       Encourage equity financing to prevent zombification. Example: Startup ecosystem. 

3.       Cluster-based MSME modernization should be accelerated. Example: Tiruppur textile cluster. 

Infrastructure and Logistics Reforms 

1.       Infrastructure must transition from creation to utilisation efficiency. PM Gati Shakti should 

integrate multimodal logistics seamlessly. Example: Freight corridors. 

2.       Develop plug-and-play industrial cities and export hubs. Example: Dholera smart city. 

3.       Reliable energy-water-digital infrastructure is essential. Example: Green hydrogen hubs.  

Governance and Regulatory Reforms 

1.       Ease of doing business must evolve into ease of operating business. Reduce compliance burden 

through trust-based governance. Example: Faceless clearances. 

2.       Strengthen Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code implementation. 

3.       Stable taxation and contract enforcement improve investor confidence. Example: Arbitration 

reforms. 

Innovation and R&D Push 

1.       Innovation-led productivity is essential for developed economy status. India’s GERD remains 

below 0.7% of GDP. Example: OECD comparison. 

2.       Budget 2026-27 expanded semiconductor and AI allocations. Example: IndiaAI Mission. 

3.       University-industry research partnerships should deepen. Example: IIT-industry collaboration. 

Conclusion 

Securing macroeconomic stability and 6.5% growth is a commendable foundation, but it is not a guarantee of 

developed-nation status. To achieve a true Viksit Bharat by 2047, India must activate its internal growth 

engines via uncompromising, structural micro-reforms. 
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