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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVUGHT Q!/I2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 10 marks

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s idea of state socialism.

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion
routes

Rl vote hollow without bread - state socialism makes political
democracy real via economic equality — “one man, one value”

r2 political democracy incomplete without economic democracy
- state socialism as the remedy - equality across political,
social, economic life

programme in States and Minorities - state owns key
industries, insurance, agriculture (collective farming) - abolish
zamindari + redistribute wealth . mixed economy, no
exploitation - distinctive feature: placed in the Constitution,
beyond legislative majorities — socialism without dictatorship
—. vs Marx: caste + class, constitutional not violent, state as
welfare not exploiter - liberal-democratic / Fabian

never fully adopted - under liberalisation, welfare for the
oppressed stays insecure

Rl bridge from political to economic democracy - liberty
secured through the state, not dictatorship

R2 socialism within parliamentary democracy — change by
constitutional method, not violence
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MODEL ANSWER

Foa @.R AmbedKaor , the vole meort Little 1o ome wto lacKed bread.
State Codadism wan in answer. Tt would wmake political dew\ooxaca
ral through economic equolily . Mouing Sou‘cl;(rj towoarda “one wan,
one value” tn political , Social amd economic ﬁiéc.

He asel oul the sdreme tin Shalen { Munonbios. The plate would
oUW Keg tnduntrien & tmvwmanee |, aun aﬁ/\}wuuc an a ptale
r‘wd»wb/(y witl. colleckive Gw\mwg , abolindn zamindond 4 reduintnibudkive
weal Y. , wiile kg ,ouwu“til‘wﬁ private emberprine Hat didact
exploit. Tt  dintenekive Bc,aiw\c wos to place Hun programme in
e Cconnstitution f‘;toe,%, éeaov\d e Aeack c() ordu‘mau\ﬁ Qeac‘ala:h‘ue,

mchAf Lien.

He warded Soualus~— oithouk dicia;l:ox/sl/«“p . OntKe Kol Manx . he
\‘Iofvxed conle with clans daose comntitultionad wethoda ouver
Vfoﬁezwce/,?tyeatc“na HMe otole on am atrument of; welfoae, nol
exploitodion . HUs wmoded Atadcd witin o Ubool - de~ocuatic .
Fabcam ﬁramewo:\&,
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The Sscheme was neven é«l@ adopled and umdew Ubualisation,
wellone {m the oppremed Aemadma decuae. Yeb it atands os
P~ bedKon's 6rt"d.8e, 6wm poliLrcal fo economic dwuaga,-
.Qiéu:ta Secunred, ‘chwo‘,\ak e atate, not dx‘c:tatOA.SLJP.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q2/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 20 marks

Discuss Sri Aurobindo’s views on Cultural Nationalism.

Rl nationalism recast as cultural-spiritual creed - against
“geographical expression” - India a living nation with a soul

R2 India as Mother / Shakti, a living spiritual entity - idea
shaped by Herder, Neo-Vedanta, Bankim

influences shape the idea - cultural nationalism = recovery of
civilisational selfhood - revival of Sanatana Dharma, Vedas,
Upanishads, indigenous art & literature — cultural renaissance =
spiritual revival — Sanatana Dharma as national personality, not
sect — links nationalism with universalism - Swaraj non-
imported, non-imitative - assimilate Western technique, keep
Indian selfhood - national regeneration - universal
regeneration (Heehs)

el religious vocabulary appears Hindu-centric - risk in a plural
society - but intention inclusive (Muslims + diversity within one
spiritual whole)

Conclusion Rl cultural nationalism = recovery of India’s civilisational soul as
routes the basis of freedom

r2 revival rooted at home, universal in aim — Indian selfhood as
a guide for humanity
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MODEL ANSWER

Sxi Aurobindo Rramnformed nokivnalisw from a political demand
o o cltwmal 4 spinituol caeed. A@N‘Mt Hie colonial cloim
that India was only o geographical expremion, he taisded that
Tndic woan Qx‘u[na nation with a Soul. Im{)ﬂ—ucmcui Ld Jotiomn
Hadey , Neo — Vedartism oamd Bankim Chavdaa Uateee ,he trected
Hte wotion an a Qiuivxa npiMLuad m«iiia - Indir o Mother, a
Sthekti wade o{, the /s‘fvuﬁﬁtk of alt ha pecple.

Cuttwol wnotionolinm /60J& i, mearnl Hhe Accovery of Tndiors
civiQrz ational A%e\ood- IX cotled [orn Rhe rewrval off Samataro
Darma , Hhe vedan , Hhe Uparisbada f«\d-«‘@emows ankt, Utuatwe £
buntort cal Sd6— respect - Thin cwttimal  Awnousrance Jas (nnepanahle
ézaw\ Apinituol Aavival. Samatora Dharma hae was ot a naarow
Seck but Hhe voy perconality of the wokion, and £ fiked
Ieddian notiornalism wiHh univeasaliSm.

He bheatd Hak Swau\o.d st be non- impozd’ad, 4 non- fmitctive
weeful Woton techniques Cowid be amimilated  but ITundiaw
AeJLbAooaL st ot be puraendenced.
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Thdiars Aewival bhad a wide purpose nalonaol /\zﬁm\t/\a:ttbn woul d
PYCFMC/ The grouhd gar univen soll Ac.gu\o»ai’r‘ow Acumouna fo Pder
Heehn | 6medom was Hthe condition 6av an awaKened Tndia #o

8w(de, buuna vu"itd-

Cnticsa  note Mol Hun «c,&b:‘ows UOw@)ulaA.a Could oppeoan Hindu -
certric oawd oplrain o plual .sou‘déj. Vet dds cntertion won
twclusnive , c/vwbraa‘vxa Muslimsr and ITwndia’s d.iua\m“ta withhin one
spiaituel  whole.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVUGHT Q@ 3/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 1S marks

Examine Gandhi’s critique of ‘Modernisation.

Rl not West-as-place but West-as-type — Hind Swaraj (1909) —
‘Satanic’

R2 progress mismeasured as multiplying wants, not mastering
them - restraint = true civilisation

artha /kama over dharma, comfort over moral welfare, “how
much to forego” — Wellock (greed, materialism, violence, loss of
spirituality) — machinery: “craze for machinery, not machinery
as such... supreme consideration is man” - industrialism’s costs
(unemployment, alienated labour, centralisation, ruined crafts)
- Kumarappa (“no industrialization without predation”) -
power gathers in state + capital - citizens as passive subjects -
Swaraj = decentralisation + moral autonomy

e 'l Tagore: medieval, economically limiting, isolating — Gandhi’s
reply: all cultures free about the house, but no cultural slavery

Covelision I not backwardness but moral reconstruction - Swaraj,
routes Swadeshi, Sarvodaya, trusteeship

r2 critique still alive in sustainability / simple-living debates
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MODEL ANSWER

Gandbtis quarrel won wnol i e wenrlt ar a ploce Lut it
o i’af’pa 0‘6 wulinctiom . Tvi Hind Swaw-j C190a) he cotled wrodan
cvilisckion ‘ Satomic’, stnece (X measmred progrem by the

Y5 PL cotion 0‘6 wards Aothee How Haein vv\wrtua.

Fon bin modearinotion sekt antha (£ Koama obove dhonma, Plaa‘na
bodjﬂa oow~.601\t over wvoaall weL{)a,\e_. “The Aeal qum‘t(‘ov\ wan ot
how ruck one could forego. Wilfred Weslock noted that Gandid
Fﬁa,ceat 87&0(, motevrialism , violence omd Loscs of SPf‘M‘iMUJta
at the heant 0’6 rmodth vup ok ron.

Thun exploin hin atand ow MMMCAO. The objeetion wos exoct :
“what T o5l to v the tnaze ga)\, w\adzdnaw, nol ma,du.nuﬁ
ar sach . The Supreme Conrtdaadion s man. " UnchecKed  thdun-
Liakism bred wnemployment , alienated Lobom , cerdtralisation
andk the uwin ot uflﬂaﬁb cafln @ J.C Kumonoppa Lield Hal thace
ol be *“no fnduntrializotion withoul paedotion.”
alno 8ai‘\ued, tn the atate awnd Coupited . )u_dycima ctizenns 1o

pamive Sub)édo,/)o Swau\o.d demarded decerdtvalmation and woaad

Modenn Pouu(/\.

aMJtomomd-



Rabindaa nodt, Taaa/\e, ‘ﬂ/\oual«t Hrin meddeval and e,coy\owu‘c,a,l%
,inki[ma 2 6wuv~a i olalton 6yow» woonld Mowﬂo&gc. Gand i

/\C-PU&d, thal e cltunes o’B el Loands showld blow 6ru..0,5
aJ:Ou.t Lufr; ‘t‘Obe lDbJ: O‘PM\,\AeAA naunl) V\ot bacow\b Cudtunrnaod

AcheAa-

Rin catique  wan ‘ﬂ\e/\c()a)\o ol boek wandmen bult monal
Accovnlvaetion - Swau\Oj , Swadestu | SOJ\UOOLDva, Lywateetap —
o~d L nNKLL !‘waMA debaden o srunstas V\o.l:(“lx"iéj-
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVUGHT Q 4/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 10 marks

According to Sri Aurobindo, Swaraj is a necessary
condition for India to accomplish its destined goal.
Comment in 150 words.

PR 28 R Swarajnot an end in itself . complete independence
precondition for India’s spiritual destiny

r2 foreign rule blocks a nation’s natural growth - India as
Mother in chains - freedom to recover selfhood

VPR alien rule obstructs growth +individuality - good government #
self-government - destiny larger than freedom - recover
individuality + revive Sanatana Dharma + guide humanity -
national regeneration - universal regeneration . Heehs:
freedom the indispensable condition for India’s world-role

I A spiritual-Hindu vocabulary risky in a plural society — thin on
concrete social /economic reform

Conzlision Rl nation in chains cannot fulfil a spiritual mission - Swaraj the
routes necessary first step to destiny

r2 freedom the gateway, not the goal . Swaraj’s worth lies in the
destiny it enables
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MODEL ANSWER

Fon Sxi Auobindo, Swaray wasy nevean an end in ol Tt meant
Complete independence , nol wanoa reformas on neodn tn Ahe
éuwub\axa , Tt mattered becaune Tndia bas a dentined st/u‘iua!L
Aole Htoal ga)\ubw rmile  blocKed.

He hetd Halt oaiem rule Oostvucka Hhie notural avawﬂ\ and
l‘uda‘u?d,uabfia og a nokton. India , the Mothen (n Uradha, won
deprived of he ncthlood QJ Colonial  dominotion ; good govan-
mend] Cold nol Aeplace pedf- gououf\mchtr

India’s destined 800.Q o QQ’\O'&\. Y ks own {reedom. Seoaroy
wowldl cleamne Indio of Cwopean pollution , nestone ido olel

national mdjw‘cmwata , Aewive Sanatona Dhoanma and AL Tundra
guide Lumqw“)td s‘oixu“:tML&d. N ational Ai@emqatr‘ow RPN,

prepare  umivensal- Aegemeration . An Peter, Heehn noten 6rudam
o ¢ Hae fmd(“xy’pmoJa.Qb condition 60/\. Iudia Ho @w"d& Hae world
t‘6 ‘L Ac-awoKened 1o s SFfN"iuaL 3/\(01'«.44.

)
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Cacticn 6—:‘;«4 Huns AfW‘JtuaL 6vam“v\8 Hinduw — cerdric amd weol, o
Concnele Soclal /\e_borw\,, > 601\, Aurobindo He ,Qo@,b beld : a

notion fn chaivs  comnol fulfil o SpIM el inion, , S0 Swaacy
o the necesysany firat prep  towandr Tindiars dco:tc‘ma ,
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— PYQ VAULT - Day !l - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVUGHT QS/I2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 20 marks

Political democracy could not last unless social
democracy lay at its base - B.R. Ambedkar. Comment.

Rl Constituent Assembly closing speech - political democracy =
form only - cannot survive without a social base

R2 democracy # elections - “associated living,” respect among
equals - form vs soil

social democracy = way of life (liberty + equality + fraternity,
inseparable) - trinity cannot be split (liberty w/o equality = rule
of few; equality w/o liberty = no initiative; both need fraternity)
— caste destroys fraternity at root - contradiction from 26 Jan
1950: one vote vs one value (political equality + social /economic
inequality) -~ “top-dressing” on undemocratic soil -
preconditions (no glaring inequality, constitutional morality,
public conscience, minority protection) - society oppresses
deeper than state - rights need moral /social base, not law alone

ol same Constitution = instrument to convert political into social
democracy (FRs, DPSP, reservations); Granville Austin — “social
document” - political form can build the social base, not merely
wait for it

Conclusion Rl caution holds - one vote must steadily become one value
routes

R2 democracy lasts only as its social base deepens - an
unfinished task
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MODEL ANSWER

Tn bin Closfvxa oddaenrs 1o the Cownstituent ASSc:wJolﬂ, @ R. AnbedKou
heldd Hot Tndiovs f)oQii'f‘CAL demoua«:{] ol d ol swmulve on ifa

owh. Foa hin de,woc*o.,ca won neven eleckions ollone buX ‘Pn‘mwu‘%
A wode o£ al Socratded Qiuc'va y 0'6 w\\jo(\fI Commu niCected e,xfw“cv\ce_’—
a z\e.Qo.tC‘ovvqu‘(D 0‘6 VayPe,cAt 0 mong cclwal/s. Po i ticol dew\ooxa,ca

Qupgaﬂicol the Borm} Souad dav\oo\ovcg tad o su.ppﬂa HHie Sotl
Senecattn L

@d Socad dewoo\o»c@ PrbedKa wmeanlt a wo.a 06 216& Hrot dredn
ﬂiéuid, equoll td and 6vat&\w"ta o tnoepuocble  prireiples . The
three could wolt be AplUX fﬁi’oouba wtthoull e,qu,a_o,ita giver
Supremacy 10 Hhe Lew, cqwb‘ta wrt Fhoul ,Qibo\ta Killa Cndiuc-
duwal (nitickive and both collapne without 6voduu“ta o bind

Hem . Coste, by ranKing men from Sidh, destroys Huin frateanity
ol the Aoob.

Thin q‘)zoduceal Hie contradiction he 6(,@\(0!. FHom 26 Jan (950

Indua would gravt poiLicol aqua&'i;a —6he percon  one vole —
wiwle Soual € ecconomic Ufe sl denied gne man,one value.
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Mence Win Pfe/cowdi:t(‘owA ! no 8£a/u“v\3 t‘v\cclwutt‘m , Conai tectconall
moAa.Qj;ta , & pablic con Scremce awnd protection 06 nnoastcen .
A bedKan. olno theldd Hak -Soq"e;ta Can aﬂorem an hddycdual
VAOAL- d\ez,pbd Han Hhe aAtate , o6 Mbwbs need a wmoradl oand
socvall bone , nol Loww alone.

Vet Hhe Same comntitution he (il\%i(ol Lecarme HMie tnbrumend
6% bmm“wa politecol dcmoo\a@a (o soclald dewouo./(a —ﬂwougk
Fundawmental &bk:bs , Divective principles a~d rcservationa .
Granville Auskin theaefore Colled £ first 4 foremant a
Socdall docwwment.” The cowtion holda dewoua,ca Qant only

oo one yole Atmauaa Lecomen one value.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q6/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - IS marks

Discuss Ambedkar’s ideas on ‘annihilation of caste’

®rl 1936 undelivered speech - radical attack on Hindu social
order - caste cannot be reformed, only destroyed

R2 social reform must precede political reform - annihilation,
not mending, of caste

caste = “division of labourers” (occupation by birth, denies
choice/dignity) - rests on endogamy + purity-pollution +
scriptural sanction (Vedas/Shastras/Manusmriti) — graded
inequality — blocks united resistance, weakens nation -
destroys public spirit/opinion /fraternity (“virtue caste-ridden,
morality caste-bound”) - democracy impossible on such soil -
inter-dining /inter-caste marriage useful but insufficient -
socialists wrong to treat caste as secondary to class - cure:
destroy religious sanction - “religion of rules” to “religion of
principles” - law as disinfectant - casteless order on liberty-
equality-fraternity

el partial reform (inter-dining, inter-caste marriage) vs root
destruction of religion; class-only socialist view vs caste-centred

analysis
Contlicion rl annihilation = ending the religious-ideological basis of caste,
routes not softening it

R2 replacement by casteless democratic order, “one man, one
value” - Limaye’s Communist Manifesto parallel
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MODEL ANSWER

Anvi&ilation of Cante (1a36) , B-R. AnbedKor’'s undelivered
Speeck , in a naduced otlacks on the Hindu sodal orader. Tha
Cone dadnn tn Huk conte cannwot be l\c,bormcol i pants @ oK vl

be deAiYOOC.OL ot In aocokt awrd Soual /\(bovm rmunl Come ée.éa/\e
Faﬁ/tt‘mﬂ Ac.borw\.

A bedKax argued Hot caste in not o nedmol divrision of
Jobown but a * duuision of Lobswiers. Lt ffxen occupation laa IVN
¢ derien choice, w\abi,&‘td and dx‘awia, IL rexla on cv\doaawa,
P‘*"‘*d ~ paluckion , and Adxb(‘OM Sanction trongh the Uedas, Shastea
ond Moarusrmdti. Hendu $ou‘eﬂta (r built on 3racﬂed c}\equ,aflx‘td,
whoe evoy Coste stands obove some and bedow othars . this maKes
united aeristance fficwdt and weakema the wnotion.

CO-Nt(«,6aA, tum , deslroys pablic spink, pablic opinion ¢ 6,,0\10\,,,@%:
“Virtue Hhad become conte -vrdde omd moxaﬁ.ita comte —boynd..”
Demotracy Cammel work. on Sach soll He thatfue found, nte-
dining & (nter- Conte manmiage wadful but insufficiest £ cviticned,
Souolintn 60;\, ire,att‘wa conte os sccowdw\.a o dam.
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Real annihilotion ,he held, meoma dmtAc%jf\«a the Aeﬂarowx sanction
bolind conte Ae.plw‘v\a Hie *° Acﬂi@r‘om 06 aulen”  wrth o ' xeligion
of prineiples " aund uring Low as o dicinfectanl ogaimt bnequality
The (9004, in o costlers ondea budtt on ,Q((oz/d:a ,e,qmﬂjta and
frotenity - “one man, one value " Madhu Limoye compared fle
fexl o the Commmnintl Mau‘émto 60)\, cth caadu'tqm‘ah Ursion .
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— PYQ VAULT - Day !l - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q7/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 10 marks

Comment on M.K. Gandhi’s concept of Swaraj in 150
words.

PR 2t R Swaraj as the core of Gandhi’s thought . far more than
freedom from British rule

R2 swa (self) + raj (rule) — rule over oneself before political
independence

TR rejects mere transfer of power (English rule without the
Englishman) - real Swaraj = capacity of all to resist abused
authority, not office for a few — multidimensional: political /
economic / social / cultural / spiritual — Dalton: inner freedom
grounds outer freedom - practical shape: Gram Swaraj, khadi,
Swadeshi, constructive programme

el unlike Tilak - political freedom without social reform (Hindu-
Muslim unity, end of untouchability) is incomplete

Conclusion Rl Swaraj as civilisational alternative, not a mere change of rulers
routes

R2 Swaraj as the path to Ramrajya - people’s sovereignty,
welfare of the last person
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MODEL ANSWER

Swaroey Uea ot the heart of Mabotma Goardhis political Fhought
avd its Meaning  Auwn 60}\ deepur Than eveedow\ grom Boctistn pde.
Liiuaﬂg tt ¢~ /sds— amle — Swa—Csaﬂ{j),Aaj Caule) ; but 60)\ Garndidni
L 6—f\rct wmeamAs aule ouen ome/u%, monald QM:tOMOW\a d S‘% dx‘sapb‘ne..
He Acjected the mac Lramafen 0‘6 power L0 TIndiow elites- Engllint
Aule wrthoul Hhe Emﬁﬁakmam. Real Swonoy, he held, comes ot
when a ﬁ@o OLguie au:tt\o;u“ta Lot 'kwrau@k e wfw:ta ‘aa
all to Awint ML\OM'J% Chon (£ in obwed.”

Thin redf- tmde in rulhi dbmensional — political, economic , sociol,
cwdbimal ard gpinitual . Dennin Datlon Aeads inmen freedom o
He ground c:6 oudten 6vwolom ) wtthood /sd,()— restrodnl | politicol
freedon becomen hoflow . Swaraj taKa practical shope Through,
Gvam SNQAOj, Khaddi , Swadeald and Hthe comntvuctive prograrm~e.
Unlike bod GQamgadhar TilaK , Gandhi tnvisted Hat politrcol
ﬁrqdo;w withoul gcod'al Atfonm , Hinduw - Munlion umita, Hre end
0% Womabl‘ﬂ;ta , (& dhecomplete.
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Its vwonal ideol in Ravv\,\ad'aa,: Pco{oﬂa.s Souuq“gvdé d H.c
waﬂ,{)q/\e/ 66 the Qont perion — a wvilinationel allecnative , nol

a  wveAe C,kamde, 06 AL ea.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q@ 32/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 10 marks

Comment on the Ambedkar’s view on constitutionalism
in 150 words.

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion
routes

Rl constitutionalism # mere written Constitution - limited govt
+ rule of law + democracy + accountability - but legal-social,
aimed at transforming an unequal society

R2 start from his legal-social premise - the text limits power,
yet its real purpose is to remake society, not just regulate the
state

legislature = product of social conditions - unlimited legislative
power vs constitutionalism - government as public trust -
public opinion as preventive check + democratic control of
bureaucracy - text alone insufficient - democracy as the
edifice - constitutional morality (values over caste / religion /
party / hero worship) -~ “must be cultivated”

politics confined to constitutional methods, routine civil
disobedience rejected (read by some as narrowing popular
agitation) - his defence: without social democracy,
constitutionalism stays fragile

Rl responsible government + responsible citizenry - limited in
method, purposive in transforming society

R2 the text guarantees nothing on its own - survives only where
constitutional morality and social democracy are cultivated
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MODEL ANSWER

B.R. AmbedKar undeartood Comntitudionclicw ap wore Hiam o
wton Comntitation. Tt meant Unuted cgouuwwe—wt y ke of Qaw,
devwoc.«m.:g and. public  occourtability. Bult bip Ufew wan Legal -
Sodal : the conntitution wwal ﬂ'vo/w»{)o,xw an umequol sou“dﬁ,mot
\Mc.&tbd /\eﬁo\latc e nlate.

He held H.ot He QeafAQ,oi}Mo ln O Prod»w(‘t 06 Soaol conditionas,
Hoat wmli~ated Qeﬁt‘nﬁa:tfue, power (s opposccl to conntitutionalisw
and. Hhal 60U0anwt i waﬂic st Public g-r)f‘w‘ov\, WIAKA

D o prwowtiuo cheeK, and *the wcwqa% naunt Ataa unden
demownatic control.

Yet #he Hext cCanrol work alone. Constitutionmalism suauives
O‘b\la o~ te odiﬁ—r‘cc— 0‘6 dewouowa , wiuch Aestn own Conatitudionad
w\a/\o.U,ta - Puzqwg Comntitutional vUaluesr obove conte ,,\dl.tgt‘oh,
Pa/ata oand hewo worship = LonntiLutional wmorolity n net o
netual Semtimevt , It los to be wotivoted.”
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He wv\{)—fvxecl poLii(CA o conntitutional wethodnh , Acde,dtrna
Aowtine  cluch discbedience afler (ndependence and (eoned
Hat woithout Sociol d\eykoc/\woa . ITnduain  Conntitudionalism wouwldd,
A'toa 6\’03&2:. Hin uvisiorn conbinen Loypam/u‘éﬁc 8ouawmm€t
with o muypovl/v(’aie/ cii?zmaa.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVGHT Q@ /12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202) - IS marks

“When a nation becomes devoid of arts and learning, it
invites poverty.” (Sir Syed Ahmad Khan). In the light of
this statement, assess the role of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan
as a reformer in modern India.

Rl post-1857 Muslim decline read as a crisis of learning -
education the cure

Intro routes

R2 his own diagnosis: no arts/learning - poverty — reform
built on this

VPR ideainto institutions - Scientific Society (1863) - Aligarh
Institute Gazette - MAO College / AMU -. science-faith
harmony (science + Quran) - social reform via Tahzib-ul-Akhlaq
(anti-superstition /polygamy, widow remarriage, women’s
education) - early pluralism (two eyes of India)

I el post-1887 turn - opposed representative democracy / Congress
/ self-government - pro-British loyalism - weakened
nationalism, fed separatist arguments - most criticised part

P B Rl Kopf: a nineteenth-century moderniser, not merely a
routes communal leader

R2 judged by his own test (learning cures backwardness)
foundational reformer & Muslim modernist
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MODEL ANSWER

Six QU@OL Mumad  Kha read the deeline of Lindian muslioma

ofter 1857 on o winia of Leaaning . Rin slatemadt LinKa e

Lok of arlr awnd Le,auv\ivxé +o pouerty , and hin Qufers worK wos
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He Ruaned Hhin into institutions . The Sciendiffe Souely of 1863
Lrvawnlated, wwsltean Scdence (Wlo wundaw ; the AQ,c‘(?aAA Tontitute
Qazette s‘pvmot modean Mowﬁwgo ! and the Msliawmuedam
l‘mgﬁo- ondendal cou%, {Sauv\d(d ihn (7S , became Hie cerdae O{T
modern Munlin educolion , Lok Ab‘amo\, M Li um“uM‘ta-
He Ao wo denk between gcence and 66&%,&/)49\43 MusLenn
dau.*k 1o cxuua “ the book 0‘6 Scdence fh one hard and Hhe
Holy Quaan in the other hand U Through Takzib-ul- Akllaq
he otlocked Superstition and polygay and supported widow
A a,\Mha,ac, ond wowmen’'s education. Hun c,ounﬂa politics wox
pbA/Lo..Qxht ; he Aveated Hindur ond Mualkivmr on Hee Hwo

eyen 0»6 Lndua.
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Hin Aefoarmisim hon Limita. Aflex 1837 he opposcd Aepreredative
Jemouax—«d , Hhe (ongrem and AQ%*aoueAmwo«t and pramed
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Vet Dowrd Kaﬁs PW{A Lsim aw\oma tq . codwxa od A NineAn,
V\Ot meALﬁa Communal ﬂwdu/; ‘ jﬁ«dﬂ{d Qa 'LJA own t&t—— i’fnot
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&ouhd_df\OVvo.L /Lc.()oxw\m Q'v\d M,u/)um MOAQAM\At 06 wod&&m Ihd.t‘a«
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q10/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - IS marks

Sri Aurobindo’s idea of Swaraj has deep significance in
the Indian social, political and cultural history.
Analyze.

rl Tilak’s Swaraj = self-rule . Aurobindo radicalises it
absolute Swaraj = complete independence

R2 not mere reforms/seats - breadth carries political + social +
cultural meaning - hence deep significance

Political: first to demand Purna Swaraj - reject petition politics
- organised resistance - mass politics — Social: self-help -
mass/youth awakening - participation + ethical leadership -
joint action, not a few - Cultural: non-imported /non-imitative
- civilisational pride - revival of indigenous traditions -
Indian-rooted education - inner freedom of self

'l vocabulary Hindu-centric - socio-economic programme thin

e e Rl significance remains - binds political freedom to cultural
routes renaissance + integral human growth

R2 Swaraj points beyond India - towards human unity

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER

where ol Qw«gad-l«m. TrloK Aead -QwaAo-j o Ad,6-—m,€c . Sad
Auro bindo gowe ok a deper and wmoe Aradicol mcaw‘na . wwh;a
W Bande Madanaw (n 1907  bhe ANefaed Ko ‘¢ piLeh oun cdeal one
tnck. Lower How obcolude SwMaj~ ““ Fon o Sware) won tomplete
ind ependemece , not o bew Aeorras on sealn th H.e [ocu\ca,uc/\c-xﬁ.
This breodth € cpRodinn cAn Boatt‘va Sc‘a w‘{,—c‘ca»ce. oerose Twdia’s
politiced, Socxod oamd cultusad L‘bc,

Poﬂi:ta‘c,oua, Aurobindo woon awm«a Hae {)«‘vgt o demand Puuma
Scwonay . He Ayteted moduate petition politica ,wode w\ﬁaw‘/md,
Rerintance Hre Bosin of owetion and prepaned the ground fan
Lote wana politicn .

Sou‘aﬂla, Swaney meanmt S(Lb—‘b\elp and e o«,ouo-Kewq?«a oBﬁlrt\e,
rOMeA exypmaﬂa H.c aouetf/\. IL colled %av octive partcipation
awd ethhicol Readonhip , Lieating freedom as o tollective
a—wo.Kwha Aathen FHanw the d~tiative 06 c 6ew-
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demanded Asceco va,a csg ciutinaetiomed P/u‘de, , Acuival 0‘6 (‘vdiéwows
TraditZions and educalion roolted (n Tnduan ,u6c/. It adno

carricel o thneh Semane 6vc¢dpm évow the Lnated ’ooda—
wandl - Searne od,b-

Caitkics 6&4 Hein vooaﬁouzwa Hindu - Cerdtric awd (s Socio-economic
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT QN/I2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 1S marks

Manabendra Nath Roy’s political thought highlighted
the humanistic aspects of Marxism. Discuss.

Rl not a break with Marx - humanism drawn out from within
Marxism - individual freed

R2 Roy’s aim = human liberation, not class power - release from
exploitation, dogma, authority

PR Marxist start (anti-imperialism, class analysis, India in
Transition) — Marx himself a humanist - Capital as social

ethics / protest against servitude - Comintern exposes what
smothers humanism - rejects proletarian dictatorship, party
absolutism, economic determinism - Radical Humanism:
protest against exploitation kept + sovereign individual -
reason, morality, education, consent over class struggle and
violence

e R sharp rupture from orthodox Marxism vs Kaviraj's “substratum
of philosophic continuity” / Bipan Chandra’s Marxism-liberal-
humanism bridge

rl every social order judged by the freedom it gives the individual

routes . . o G B S e
R2 humanism of Marxism = social justice joined to individual

liberty
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Mana bendra Nothh Roy did nol discoad Maix ; he dacw oul
the bhumanism within Maaxism  omd freed it from ol thol
Caunhed Hthe ndiyiduad. Foa Rad, Hie 800& woAd never clona
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HiS communinl Intunationeld y eoun expored, wol Simothered
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVUGHT Q12/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - IS marks

O R does the greatest harm to mankind by
destroying individuality, which lies at the root of all
progress.” — Mahatma Gandhi. Elucidate.

TR 22l R state = “concentrated, organised violence” / soulless machine
. hence fear that its growth destroys individuality

R2 the paradox: state “doing good” by curbing exploitation, yet
harming most by killing individuality

PRl rests on coercion + bureaucracy + uniform rules - expansion
reduces citizens to subjects - Kills conscience, voluntary action,
moral responsibility = true roots of progress — individual “the
one supreme consideration” - rejects Austinian absolute
sovereignty (Austin) - state a means, not final ideal

el individuality # unrestrained individualism - “law of the beast of
the jungle” . freedom balanced by duty - Green: community
by common good, not compulsion

e Rl remedy: limit the state . Satyagraha + Gram Swaraj
routes individual at the centre

R2 warning stays relevant wherever welfare / security justify
over-centralisation
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