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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Ql /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 10 marks

Comment on the Eco-Feminism in about 150 words

€ Define eco-feminism as the perspective linking women's
subordination to ecological degradation through a shared
patriarchal logic.

23 Open with Francoise d'Eaubonne coining the term to name a
common root of feminist and ecological crises.

Shared patriarchal logic — women & nature as objects of
control - Francoise d'Eaubonne coins the term, names the
common root - Carolyn Merchant — modern science & capitalism
deepen both dominations - Vandana Shiva — Global South:
industrial patriarchy displaces women - Critique of dualisms —
male/female, human /nature, culture/nature — Alternative ethics —
nurture, reciprocity, sustainability

Q7R Risk of essentialism — treating women as naturally closer to nature
reinforces the very gender stereotype feminism seeks to dismantle.

€2 Eco-feminism's value lies in exposing the common logic behind

two dominations.

€3 A non-essentialist eco-feminism links gender and ecological
justice without naturalising women's role.
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q2 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - IS marks

Define Socialism. Discuss the salient features of Fabian
Socialism.

€2 Define socialism as social control over the means of production
(Tom Bottomore), then position Fabianism as one distinctive
strategy within it.

£ Open with C.E.M. Joad's image of socialism as "a hat that has
lost its shape,' then locate Fabianism as its British gradualist form.

Socialism defined — Bottomore: equal access, minimal
domination — vs capitalism — market allocation vs equality of
outcome - Fabianism — British gradualism (Fabius Cunctator,
1884) . Sidney & Beatrice Webb, Shaw, Wallas, Wells, Besant,
Pease, Cole . constitutional, parliamentary road — not
revolution - gradual socialization; the state as instrument of
reform - middle-class intellectuals lead the
case — nationalization, municipal reform, welfare — Labour Party &
welfare state

AT LG’C8) Fabianism stayed confined to intellectual circles, lacked mass
energy, and set aside the labour theory of value and class conflict
Marxists held essential.

{J) Fabianism's significance is its constitutional, evolutionary route

that shaped the welfare state.

€2 It shows reformist socialism's strength — durable institutions —
and its limit — no mass-revolutionary base.
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q3/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 20 marks

What do you understand by Multiculturalism? Discuss
Bhikhu Parekh's view on Multiculturalism.

€2 Define multiculturalism as the active recognition and
accommodation of cultural diversity — beyond mere tolerance.

2 Begin with the limit of universal abstract citizenship — that
ignoring difference can itself be unjust — and present
multiculturalism as the response.

Multiculturalism vs tolerance, and vs value pluralism -. critique of
abstract universal citizenship — Will Kymlicka — three minority
rights: self-government, polyethnic, representation — Charles
Taylor — politics of recognition - Bhikhu Parekh, Rethinking
Multiculturalism — humans are culturally constituted — non-static
view — cultures revise through inter-cultural
dialogue - institutions — multicultural education, affirmative
action, operative public values

220 E8) Susan Moller Okin — group rights can shield practices harmful to
women; Amartya Sen — risk of ghettoization that reduces
individuals to a single identity.

£ Parekh's contribution is a path between assimilation and

relativism — recognition plus accountability to shared civic norms.

{2 Multiculturalism is best read as a framework of dialogue, not a
licence for cultural enclosure.
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q4 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

Comment on the "Nothing against the State, nothing
over it, nothing beyond it." — Mussolini in 150 words

€ Read the maxim as the philosophical core of fascist
totalitarianism, reversing the liberal individual-state relationship.

23 Open from the interwar crisis that made fascism's total
subordination of the individual possible.

Reversal of the liberal premise — the state precedes & absorbs the
individual - "nothing against" — no right to opposition; dissent
becomes treason — "nothing over" — no rival authority: church,
constitution, international law, conscience - "nothing beyond" —
abolition of the private sphere - Giovanni Gentile — the state as
highest ethical reality; the individual has duties, not rights

FTATC) Hannah Arendt — absolute statism is the engine of totalitarian
terror; Harold Laski — such a state shields the economic oligarchy
while destroying civil liberties.

LB  [I) The maxim crystallises totalitarianism — the state as an end in
itself.

L2 It endures as a warning: when the state becomes its own
justification, the conditions for tyranny are complete.
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Qs /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - IS marks

Distinguish between liberal feminism and radical
feminism.

£ Frame both as responses to women's subordination that diverge
on its origin and its cure.

{23 Open on the decisive fault-line — legal exclusion versus
patriarchy as the root of oppression.

Shared starting point — the subordination of women - Liberal
feminism — site is legal inequality & institutional exclusion - equal
access; Wollstonecraft, J.S. Mill, Friedan, Harriet Taylor,

Okin -. state as instrument; accepts the public-private
distinction — Radical feminism — root is patriarchy as structural
male domination — Millett, Firestone, Dworkin,

MacKinnon - Carol Hanisch — "the personal is political”; rejects
the public-private divide

7R’ They part on three counts — site (institutions vs patriarchal
structure), scope (public sphere vs private life), and method (reform
vs structural transformation).

€2 Liberal feminism seeks inclusion; radical feminism demands

dismantling the gendered order that makes exclusion possible.

2 Read together, they are complementary — reform secures
access, structural critique exposes its limits.
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—— PYQ® VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q6 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 20 marks

Explicate the ideological components of Gandhism

£2) Note that Gandhism is not a systematic doctrine (Humayun
Kabir: a practical idealist) yet forms a coherent ethical-political
whole.

€3 Anchor the answer in its foundations — Satya and Ahimsa —
from which every component flows.

Ethical base — inseparability of means & ends (truth as goal, non-
violence as means) - Satyagraha — active soul-force; "hate the sin,
not the sinner" . Dashrath Singh, Gandhism: A Quest for New
Civilization — Sarvodaya, Swaraj, Ahimsa, Swadeshi — Swaraj —
self-rule with self-restraint — Sarvodaya — from Ruskin's Unto This
Last: progress of all —~ economic core — Trusteeship &

Swadeshi — critique of modern civilisation — Tolstoy, Thoreau,
Ruskin - Ram Rajya — decentralised moral self-rule, not theocracy

LGl  Often read as unsystematic and anti-modern — resting on moral

conversion and a rejection of industrial civilisation rather than on
institutional power.

£ Gandhism is a comprehensive ideology where ethics, economics

and politics are inseparable.

€2 Its enduring claim is a moral alternative to the coercive modern
state.
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q7 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 10 marks

Comment on the Cultural Relativism in 150 words.

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

LI Define cultural relativism — practices understood within their
own cultural context, not judged by another's standards.

2 Open with its epistemological claim (Herskovits) that no moral
vantage point is truly neutral.

Core claim — understand cultures on their own terms - Melville
Herskovits — judgments mediated by enculturation; no neutral
standpoint — Franz Boas, The Mind of Primitive Man — rejects
racial & civilizational hierarchy -. corrective force — dismantles
Eurocentric assumptions of progress - overlaps with
multiculturalism, communitarian thought, the Asian-values debate

It slides into moral relativism — if every culture is its own moral
universe, there is no ground to criticise female genital cutting, caste
discrimination, or repression defended as "cultural

{J) Cultural relativism must be balanced with universal norms of
dignity, justice and rights.

€2 Understand cultures on their terms without surrendering cross-
cultural moral judgment.
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q2 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 20 marks

Fascism displays an ambivalent stance towards
parliamentary democracy. Explain.

€ Frame fascism through its oppositions, then locate the
ambivalence — hostile to parliament in principle, instrumental in
practice.

3 Open with the puzzle — why an anti-democratic ideology
contests elections at all.

Doctrinal contempt — parliament as a "talking shop"; competition as
disunity; democracy breeds mediocrity — Mussolini's dictum —
total, concentrated authority - philosophical basis — Giovanni
Gentile (organic unity of leader, people, state) & Othmar Spann
(society as a "super-individual") — instrumental use — Robert O.
Paxton: root within the system, then seize power (March on Rome;
Hitler via Weimar) — hollowing out — parties banned, liberties
suspended, elections reduced to theatre - Harold Laski — fascism
arises when democracy is too costly for the economic oligarchy

TR The fascist self-justification — that a mystical leader-nation bond is
"more democratic" than elections — is refuted by the practice of
terror and one-party rule.

€I Fascism is procedurally opportunistic but substantively hostile

to parliamentary democracy.

2 It uses democracy as a ladder and kicks it away once the
summit is reached.
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q% /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 10 marks

Mention the difference between Italian and German
brands of fascism.

€2 Note the shared interwar origins and common features, then
turn to the substantial differences.

23 Open on the single sharpest divide — race — and branch out to
doctrine, state, and institutions.

Shared base — authoritarianism, aggressive nationalism, anti-
liberalism, leader cult - ideological coherence — John Pollard (Italy
weaker in doctrine), Umberto Eco (“a fuzzy totalitarianism") . race
— Andrew Vincent: Italian rationalism vs Nazi race-centred
irrationalism; racial laws late in Italy — the state — Gentile's Italy
(state as supreme ethical form) vs Nazism (state instrumental to the
racial Volk) - institutions — Italy compromised with Church &
army vs total Nazi penetration - terror — the Holocaust &
extermination camps without Italian equivalent

LG8 For all the differences, both converge as totalitarian, expansionist,
leader-centred regimes — the contrast is of degree and emphasis,

not of fundamental type.

2ZEEIRCT TR (1) The decisive differences are race and the scale of terror.

{2 Italian fascism was statist and rationalist; Nazism was racial and
exterminatory.

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER

Ttaliaw éau:d/sws 4d Gawmanm Notionoldl SLouodintm umuae,ol 6Vow~ e Same
itewar, cauinia & shared owthorltariorism , aggremive  rodionalism , andi-

Libuwalinm awd o culk D‘E He Leodu. Their di6—6bumc.e4 however (ene
A ulbntondial.

On ideslogical  coheence. . Gaamon Naziame aamived obf power with a wore
o{c_b&v\cd, t\{y o‘v\to\v\a.ua inecunistent , worldyewr. Ttaliam ﬁasu‘Sw\ , an Johw
Poflard obsuved , was wesken (n datrtne ol the poinl 0'6 Stizene &

Umbuto €Eco eamow% dercatbed (£ an *a 6«218 totolitoriamicm
Mddled vt conbradickion.

The sharpat difforemce ey v Agce. Ardrecw Urneermd noted ok
Ttoliown [orcnm Aerttd onw o wone tveditionald westun ackionalign,
wiule Nazin~ won fob‘dkhd (notionaint and Aace -cerdacd.
Arnti Semitinn amd bio Qo(cj:‘wi rocinn e Atveeluwol Ho Nazism)
Muwmoline adopted racial Lowon 0’1«\1@ Lot QM@‘% under Geqmon

P\ ()) %Y, (AP

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



On the atate , THalian gmmm; M\a,,awt 4’(‘1 philonopher Grovanni
Genktile — 810)\164‘«»& the state oy the supreme Huical foam . Naziom
treoted Hie atote wore t‘mthvumautoJ.oa , SuLOJ\dJchctflﬂa it o e
Aoeial  mMOon 06 He voLK.

Imi{:tutt‘omua ) Thodiom fancinm  Comprorined with H*he chunch ¢
the oIy ,chwiua spoce  for autonomomn bodues . Nazi Germomy
penetrated sou‘uttd for more *‘\OAouah% , dealyoying Such autoromy.
Finatly ,Nazi teroa was qualitatively diffuet —the Holocaunt

and the extvewmfnation camps had o tue Itolian equivale~t.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PYQ VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Qlo /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - IS marks

Explain how the slogan 'the personal is political’
addresses the issue of women's oppression and
discrimination?

€2 Present the slogan as second-wave feminism's central claim —
that the private sphere is constituted by politics.

L2 Open with the liberal public/private split the slogan was meant
to dismantle.

Liberal public/private divide — politics is public; family & sexuality
treated as pre-political - Carol Hanisch — essay in Notes from the
Second Year (eds. Firestone & Koedt): personal suffering as
structural - Simone de Beauvoir — woman as the
"Other" - locating oppression — domestic violence, unpaid work,
control of reproduction, coercive sexuality as patriarchal - Kate
Millett — sexual politics through personal relationships — the
divide itself serves patriarchy — Susan Moller Okin, Carole
Pateman, Nancy Fraser

(ANl Collapsing the public/private line raises the worry of erasing a
protected private sphere — the feminist reply is that "privacy" had
long shielded domination.

€2 The slogan reframed women's lived experience as the basis for
political critique and legislative redress.

€2 Its lasting force is to make the home a legitimate site of justice
claims.
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