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Context

Facts

For the Indo-Pacific, a ‘G Minus 2’ strategy

India's deepening
ties with the rest of

Asia as a "G minus Two"

strategy without either

ganging up against
China on drifting away

from th U .S.

· Trump introduced "G2" : US- · India and Indonesia both :

China Coordination in Asia "major defence partners" of
& discarded the "Indo- the us and works through

Pacific" terminology. Washington , not away from it.

· "G minus Two" strategy : Asian powers widening their room
to manoeuvre between a feared US-China Condominium.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Asia's majorI middle powers are deepening ties with each other
to widen the space between Washington and Beijing .

India's

~

a minus Two" is defined by three notions i.. e. It's not an

anti-China bloc
,
not a substitute for the American alliance

system and not a middle-power club . Its logic is hedging

through economic resilience and defence cooperation that make

both Chinese coercion and Trump's unpredictability less costly
to absorb . India's partnerships with Japan , South Korea,

Indonesia
, Australia and New Zealand advances national

interests. The strategic autonomy today means skilful engage-
ment with all the great powers and not distance from them.

"Ultimately , the success of India's 'G-Minus Two' will depend
less on Modi's summit diplomacy than on India's own

urgency for internal economic reformI defence modernization .
"

- C
. Raja Mohan
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Context

Facts

Beyond three Cs, the new lexicon of  India - Australia ties

India-Australia

partnership has outgrown

from "three Is" and

matured into development,

defence, energy , education,

sport and a web of

minilateral partnerships.

· India-Australia : moved from 3Cs (Commonwealth , Curry
,

Cricket) and 3Ds (Democracy , Diaspora , Dostil to new Ds

a Development and Defence& new Es as Energy & Education .

· Bilateral trade ambition : from $33 billion in 2025 to

$ 100 billion by 2030.
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Analytical Crux

· ECTA (Economic Cooperation & Trade Agreement) : duty-free
access for all Indian exports & preferential access to 90 %

of Australia's trade value.

The India-Australia relationship has shifted from sentiment

(Cricket
, Curry , Commonwealth) to strategic substance i.

.e.

Development and Defence driven by a shared understanding

of the Indo-Pacific and China. Its durability comes from

diversification of trade CECTA moving towardsCECA) , critical

minerals , clean energy , manium , education and a ten-lakh

diaspora acting as a "living bridge" . There is a comprehensive

strategic partnership advanced through minilaterals ie . Quad,

IORA ,
the India-Japan-Australia and Australia - Canada-

India groupings rather than a treaty alliance , giving both

countries cooperation without entanglement.
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A Wooden Left

The first time in 7

decades no major left party
governs ang Indian State .

However , the left's decline is

not merely organisational but

emotional .

· M . K .
Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore : politics cannot

survive through rational critique alone ; need of song,
symbol and ethical practices.

"The crisis of the left , therefore , is not merely electoral.

It is also a crisis of modernity itself. Rationality alone

cannot sustain democratic life. Information alone cannot

produce ethical transformation .

"

- Soumyajit Bhau
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Analytical Crux
The left's collapse is not an organisational failure but as

an emotional and philosophical one. It built politics on the

assumption that argument and information would produce

secular , egalitarian citizens and forgot that people also

act through fear , humiliation , aspiration , loveliness and the

search for meaning. The moment one decides the masses

are duped , they stop listening to them and progressive

politics becomes an enlightened minority lecturing society
.

Religion wins not because people are inational but because

it supplies dignity , community and meaning that critique alone

cannot . Therefore songs , symbols , rituals , poetry and shared

ethical practices are not decorative additions to politics. They
are attempts to cultivate emotional worlds capable of

sustaining collective life.
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PSIR Paper I 2025: Do you think that legitimacy acquired by consent or 
manufactured by indoctrination is an essential element in maintenance of 
political rule? Justify your answer with relevant examples.

PSIR Paper II 2025: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze.

PSIR Paper II 2024: Discuss the rationale behind replacing the 'Asia-
Pacific' strategy with the new term 'Indo-Pacific' strategy.

PSIR Paper II 2024: India and USA have become such strong strategic 
partners that they need not become formal allies. Comment.

PSIR Paper II 2024: Does the idea of the 21st century as 'Asian century' 
continue to remain feasible given the growing friction between India and 
China? 

PSIR Paper II 2023: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) performs 
an important role in India's strategic balancing act to withstand the 
dominance of China in Asia. Discuss.






