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Context

Facts

The New security dynamic in west Asia

US-Inan was

has shattered US's

standing as the sole

security provider of

West Aria and left

India in the

uncomfortable position.

Strait of Hormuz carries nearly · India's regional approach is
25 % of global energy supplies, based on 5D Policy - Dialogue,
while India receives half of its Diplomacy, De-escalation,

energy imports through it. De-hyphenation & Diversification.

· Saudi Arabia signed a strategic Mutual Defence Agreement
(soma) with Pakistan , signalling Pakistan's renewed

strategic relevance in West Asia.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The biggest outcome of the Iran-Israel conflict is not military
destruction but theerosion of US's credibility as West Asia's

principal security guarantor . Regional powers are increasingly

hedging through flexible security partnerships & minilateral

arrangements rather than depending on a single external power.

For India
, strategic autonomy alone may no longer be sufficient.

New Delhi must complement its economic and diplomatic

engagement with stronger security partnerships , maritime

capabilities and institutional mechanisms to safeguard its long-

term interests in an increasingly fragmented regional order.

=

West Asia is too important to be ignored or treated like

any other relationship .

"

- Anil Trigunayat
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Context

Facts

The Indo - Pacific : A civilisational idea of  India

Indo-Pacific is not

merely a contemporary geopolitical
construct but a historical

civilisational space shaped by
India's centuries-old maritime,

cultural & intellectual interactions

with Southeast Asia & the Pacific.

* Kalidas Nag was among the first · Great Nicobar Island lies only
Indian scholars to use the term 150 km from Indonesia's Aceh ,

"Indo-Pacific Domain" in the highlighting India's natural
modern context. manitime proximity.

* Rabindianath Tagore's 1927 visit to Java, Sumatia and Bali

reflected India's long-standing civilisational engagement
with Southeast Asia.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The article reframes the Indo-Pacific as India's historical maritime

sphere rather than a recent geopolitical concept driven by great
power competition. This perspective enriches India's diplomatic
narrative by highlighting centuries of cultural connectivity
across the Indian Ocean . However , civilisational legitimacy alone
cannot secure contemporary strategic interests . India's historical

links must be supported by stronger naval capabilities , regional

connectivity initiatives , maritime partnerships , SAGAR, IMEC &

the development of the Andaman & Nicobal Islands to translate

historical influence into present-day strategic capacity.

"What India brought as her real & abiding contribution to the

nations of the Pacific , were not the conquering armies on the

ruling dynasties long forgotten , but a vuitable fertilising
influence in the domain of spiritual, intellectual and

artistic creations .
"

- Anirban Ganguly
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Context

Facts

Next leap will come from bringing AI and DPI together

India's next governance

transformation will emerge by

integrating Al with DPI thereby

improving state capacity& evidence

based policymaking instead of

focusing on developing frontier

Al models .

* India accounts for nearly 42% UPI processes about 23 billion

transactions every month ;of global digital transactions ,
world's largest system.primarily by UPI.

· India's DPI ecosystem includes Aadhaar
, UPI, Digilocker ,

API Setu and FASTag , providing a strong foundation for
AI-enabled governance.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India's mature Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) can enable

At to improve welfare targeting , reduce leakages , enhance

fraud detection and strengthen public service delivery. However,

geater state capacity also increases the state's ability to

collect and process citizen data , raising concerns regarding

privacy , surveillance , algorithmic bias and accountability.

Therefore , Al-driven governance must evolve alongside robust

data protection , consent architecture , interoperability and

transparent institutional safeguards to ensure that efficiency
does not come at the cost of individual rights.

2DPI without At is infrastructure , and At without DPI

is intelligence . At plus DPI is enhanced state capacity .
"

- Manish Sabharwal & Ravi Bapha



UPSC LINK
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2025 GS Paper 15 marks: "Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin 
of India's foreign policy, and is linked with India's overarching influence in 
Middle Eastern countries." How would you integrate energy security with 
India's foreign policy trajectories in the coming years?

2025 PSIR Paper II, 10 marks : For India, a multipolar world order would 
also mean a multipolar Asia. Comment.

2025 PSIR Paper II : India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze.

2024 GS Paper 2, 15 marks : Discuss the geopolitical and geostrategic 
importance of Maldives for India, with a focus on global trade and energy 
flows. Further, also discuss how this relationship affects India's maritime 
security and regional stability amidst international competition?

2025 GS Paper 2, 10 marks : E-governance projects have a built-in bias 
towards technology and back-end integration than user-centric designs. 
Examine.

2025 GS Paper 2, 10 marks : India-Africa digital partnership is achieving 
mutual respect, co-development and long-term institutional partnerships. 
Elaborate.






