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Examine how middle powers are shaping a G-Minus-Two dynamic in the Indo-Pacific. Evaluate 

Indonesia’s strategic centrality in stabilizing this fragmented regional order. 

Introduction 

Middle powers like India, Indonesia, and Australia forge flexible coalitions amid US policy flux and Chinese 

assertiveness, creating G-Minus-Two hedging. Economic Survey 2025-26 notes supply chain resilience needs; 

Budget 2026-27 boosts maritime tech. 

Rise of Middle-Power Agency in the Indo-Pacific 

The G-Minus-Two concept reflects an Indo-Pacific order increasingly shaped not solely by the United States 

and China, but by capable middle powers India, Indonesia, Australia, Japan, Singapore and ASEAN members 

that pursue strategic autonomy, issue-based coalitions and rules-based regionalism rather than bloc politics. 

                            

 How Middle Powers are Shaping the G-Minus-Two Dynamic 

1.      Strategic Hedging over Binary Alignment: Avoid choosing between China's economic weight 

and America's security umbrella. Build diversified strategic partnerships to maximize policy 

autonomy. Example: India–Singapore CSP. 

2.      Rise of Minilateralism: Flexible coalitions complement larger multilateral institutions. Faster 

decision-making on maritime security, supply chains and HADR. Examples: Quad, IPEF, India-

Australia-Indonesia. 

3.      Maritime Rules-Based Order: Collective defence of UNCLOS-1982, freedom of navigation and 

EEZ rights. Push for an effective South China Sea Code of Conduct. Example: ASEAN diplomacy. 

4.      Supply Chain Resilience: Diversification of semiconductors, critical minerals and trusted 

manufacturing. Reduces vulnerability to geopolitical coercion. Example: Indo-Pacific supply chains. 

5.      Defence & Technology Partnerships: Joint exercises, missile cooperation and defence industrial 

collaboration strengthen indigenous capabilities. Example: BrahMos diplomacy. 

6.      Strengthening Regional Multilateralism: Middle powers reinforce ASEAN centrality rather than 

replacing it. Promote inclusive regional architecture. Example: East Asia Summit. 

Indonesia's Strategic Centrality 
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1.      Geographic Pivot of the Indo-Pacific: Sits at the confluence of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

Controls Malacca, Sunda and Lombok Straits—critical Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs).  Example: 

Malacca Strait. 

2.      Guardian of Global Maritime Trade: Significant share of global trade and East Asian energy 

imports transit Indonesian waters. Stability directly influences Indo-Pacific commerce. Example: 

Energy security. 

3.      Champion of ASEAN Centrality: Principal architect of the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific 

(AOIP). Promotes inclusiveness over bloc confrontation. Example: AOIP.  

4.      Practitioner of Strategic Hedging: Maintains defence ties with the US, economic engagement 

with China and strategic cooperation with India, Japan and Australia. Preserves diplomatic flexibility. 

Example: Free & Active Policy. 

5.      Maritime Law Enforcement: Firmly safeguards EEZ around the Natuna Islands against illegal 

incursions. Demonstrates lawful assertion without escalation. Example: Natuna patrols. 

6.      India's Natural Maritime Partner: Sabang-Andaman connectivity, maritime domain awareness 

and defence cooperation enhance Indian Ocean security. Recent agreements further deepen strategic 

convergence. 

Challenges to the G-Minus-Two Framework 

1.       ASEAN internal divisions. 

2.       Economic dependence on China. 

3.       Uncertain US strategic commitment. 

4.       Limited defence interoperability. 

5.       Resource asymmetry among middle powers. 

6.       Risk of fragmented minilateralism. 

Way Forward 

1.       Strategic: Institutionalise India–Indonesia–Australia Trilateral Dialogue. Example: Maritime 

trilateral. 

2.       Maritime: Integrate IFC-IOR with Indonesia's Bakamla for real-time Maritime Domain 

Awareness. Example: White shipping. 

3.       Economic: Expand resilient semiconductor, digital and critical mineral partnerships. Example: 

Trusted supply chains. 

4.       Defence: Accelerate Sabang Port development, coordinated naval patrols and HADR exercises. 

Example: Sabang connectivity. 

5.       Institutional: Strengthen ASEAN-led mechanisms while ensuring minilateral initiatives remain 

complementary. Example: ADMM-Plus. 

6.       Blue Economy: Joint cooperation in fisheries, marine conservation and disaster resilience. 

Example: Coral restoration. 

Conclusion 

Echoing vision of MAHASAGAR doctrine’s, belief in cooperative security, empowered middle powers can 

preserve an inclusive, stable and multipolar Indo-Pacific through partnership, not polarization. 

Analyze the role of the cooperative sector as a worker-centric model of development. Evaluate 

institutional and digital reforms required to ensure its sustainability. 

Introduction 
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Celebrating five years of the Ministry of Cooperation (2026), Economic Survey 2025-26 and Budget 2026-27 

recognize cooperatives as pillars of inclusive growth, leveraging digitalization, decentralization and collective 

ownership for Viksit Bharat. 

                     

Cooperative Sector a Worker-Centric Model of Development 

Cooperatives embody the principle of Sahkar-Se-Samriddhi, combining economic democracy with social justice 

through the model of one member–one vote, making growth participatory rather than shareholder-centric. 

Role of Cooperatives as a Worker-Centric Development Model 

1.      Economic Democracy: Democratic ownership ensures equitable distribution of surplus instead 

of profit concentration. Patronage dividends improve members' income and purchasing power. 

Example: AMUL model. 

2.      Inclusive Livelihood Generation: Integrates farmers, artisans, fishers, dairy producers and 

workers into formal value chains. Reduces dependence on exploitative intermediaries. Example: White 

Revolution 2.0. 

3.      Rural Transformation: PACS evolving into multi-service rural hubs offering credit, healthcare, 

retail, storage and digital services. Strengthens local economic ecosystems. Example: PM-KSK PACS. 

4.      Financial Inclusion: Cooperative banks and credit societies provide affordable finance where 

commercial banking penetration remains limited. Enhances rural entrepreneurship. Example: Urban 

Cooperative Banks. 

5.      Social Security & Community Welfare: Cooperatives reinvest surpluses into education, 

healthcare and community infrastructure. Strengthens grassroots resilience. Example: Dairy 

cooperatives. 

6.      Women & Marginalized Empowerment: Women-led dairy and SHG-linked cooperatives 

improve asset ownership and financial independence. Example: Women dairy societies. 

7.      Sustainable Development: Promotes organic farming, local production and decentralized 

storage, reducing wastage. Example: National-Cooperative-Organics-Limited (NCOL). 

Institutional & Digital Reforms for Sustainable Cooperatives 

Institutional Reforms 

1.      Strengthen Democratic Governance: Prevent elite capture through transparent elections. 

Effective implementation of Part IX-B and the 97th Constitutional Amendment. Example: Cooperative 

elections. 
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2.      National Cooperative Policy: Harmonize central-state roles while preserving federal autonomy. 

Improve policy coherence across agriculture, fisheries, housing and services. Example: Cooperative 

Policy. 

3.      Capacity Building: Expand training through Tribhuvan Sahkari University, NCCT and NABARD. 

Professionalize cooperative leadership. Example: TSU. 

4.      Improve Access to Capital: Expand NCDC financing, credit guarantees and blended finance. 

Encourage startup cooperatives. Example: NCDC support. 

5.      Market Integration: Strengthen NCEL, NCOL and BBSSL for exports, organic products and quality 

seeds. Enhance global competitiveness. Example: NCEL exports. 

Digital Reforms 

1.      Complete e-PACS Transformation: ERP-enabled operations, online audits and multilingual 

software improve transparency. Example: 63,000+ PACS. 

2.      Digital Cooperative Banking: Universal adoption of Sahakar CBS and Sahakar Sahyogi AI. 

Improves customer service and operational efficiency. Example: UCB modernization. 

3.      National Cooperative Database: Real-time cooperative registry for evidence-based 

policymaking and monitoring. Example: Cooperative database. 

4.      DPI Integration: Connect cooperatives with Aadhaar, UPI, ONDC, GSTN, Agri Stack and digital 

land records. Enables seamless service delivery. Example: ONDC integration. 

5.      AI & Data Analytics: Deploy AI for credit scoring, procurement forecasting, supply-chain 

optimization and fraud detection. Example: Smart cooperatives. 

6.      Cybersecurity & Data Protection: Strengthen cyber resilience under the Digital Personal Data 

Protection Act. Protect cooperative financial data. Example: Secure banking. 

Institutional & Digital Reforms: Progress & Challenges 

1.    Achievements: Ministry (est. 2021) launched 152+ initiatives. 63,000+ PACS digitised (ERP 

in 14 languages); Sahakar CBS/AI for UCBs; new entities (National Cooperative Organics Limited 

(NCOL), National Cooperative Exports Limited (NCEL), Bharatiya Beej Sahakari Samiti Limited 

(BBSSL)); tax relief (surcharge/MAT cuts). 

2.       Bottlenecks: Political interference, regional imbalances (Gujarat/Maharashtra vs. East), capital 

constraints, and legacy inefficiencies. 

3.       Technological Gap: Limited scalability without DPI. 

Way Forward 

1.       Enforce Part IX-B constitutional norms for governance and reservations. 

2.       Expand NCDC funding for Eastern clusters and deep-tech cooperatives. 

3.       Scale DPI: Full ERP rollout, Sahakar CBS nationwide, AI tools (e.g. Bharat-Taxi). 

4.       Policy as Code: Integrate rules into platforms for compliance. 

5.       Capacity Building: Tribhuvan Sahkari University for training; CGTMSE-like guarantees. 

Conclusion 

Echoing Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's vision of inclusive development, sustainable cooperatives must combine 

democratic ownership with digital innovation, transforming Sahkar-Se-Samriddhi into the foundation of a 

resilient Viksit Bharat. 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] July 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

Examine the concept of the Right to be Forgotten in India. Evaluate how courts can balance 

informational privacy with free speech and open justice. 

Introduction 

With over 950 million internet users, India's digital footprint is permanent. Building on Justice K. S. Puttaswamy 

v. Union of India and the 2026 Delhi High Court ruling, the Right to be Forgotten (RTBF) has emerged as a 

constitutional safeguard for dignity in the digital age. 

                   

RTBF a Constitutional Shield for Digital Dignity 

The RTBF enables an individual to seek erasure, masking, de-indexing or restricted accessibility of personal 

information that has lost public relevance, while preserving institutional memory and democratic 

transparency. 

Constitutional & Legal Foundations 

1.      Right to Privacy: Flows from Article 21 as an aspect of informational privacy, recognised in 

Puttaswamy (2017) as integral to dignity and autonomy. Example: Personal autonomy. 

2.      Human Dignity & Rehabilitation: Prevents lifelong digital punishment after acquittal, settlement 

or private disputes; supports reintegration into society. Example: Matrimonial disputes. 

3.      Global Evolution: Inspired by the 2014 Mario Costeja González ruling and Article 17 of the GDPR. 

India follows a case-specific constitutional model, not an absolute right. 

Balancing RTBF with Free Speech & Open Justice 

1.       Preserving Open Justice: Courts retain judgments as part of public records. Prefer masking or 

de-indexing rather than deleting judicial decisions. Ensures judicial transparency without perpetual 

digital stigma. Example: De-indexing and masking. 
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2.       Protecting Freedom of Speech (Article 19(1)(a)): Courts apply a proportionality test 

considering: Nature and sensitivity of information, accuracy and continuing relevance, time elapsed, 

public office or public interest and gravity of offence. Example: Public officials. 

3.       Right to Know vs Right to be Forgotten: RTBF cannot erase history where continuing public 

interest exists: convicted public servants, corruption cases, sexual offenders, financial fraud. Example: 

RTBF not a blanket right. 

Challenges in Enforcing RTBF 

1.      Technological: Cached pages, mirror websites and backups persist. AI models may retain 

personal data after training. Example: Generative AI. 

2.      Intermediary Dilemma: Search engines claim neutrality, courts increasingly recognize 

algorithmic amplification. 

3.      Cross-border Jurisdiction: Global platforms complicate enforcement beyond India. VPNs reduce 

effectiveness of domestic orders. Example: Cross-border internet. 

4.      Fragmented Digital Ecosystem: Data scattered across search engines, media, court databases 

and social media. Single-platform removal is insufficient. Once personal data is scraped into Large 

Language Models (LLMs) during training, it is mathematically complex to erase. 

5.      Institutional Capacity: Absence of standardized RTBF mechanism and need for faster grievance 

redressal. Example: Data Protection Board. 

Role of the DPDP Act, 2023 

Positive Contributions 

1.    Section 12(3) provides Right to Erasure, grants users (Data-Principals) the right to demand 

that companies (Data-Fiduciaries) erase their personal data. 

2.    Empowers Data Principals against Data Fiduciaries. 

3.    Strengthens consent-based processing. Example: Consent withdrawal. 

Limitations 

1.    Does not explicitly recognize RTBF. 

2.    Exempts journalistic, archival and judicial records. 

3.    Publicly available information remains outside its primary scope. Example: Court records. 

Way Forward 

1.       Tiered Framework: Fiduciaries handle private data; courts for judicial; independent body for 

media. 

2.       Technical Mandates: Automated de-indexing protocols and AI audit tools. 

3.       Legislative Clarity: Notify DPDP Rules with RTBF guidelines. 

4.       Capacity Building: Train judiciary on balancing tests; public awareness. 

5.       Global Coordination: Advocate interoperability in UN/G20 forums. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar emphasised in Constituent Assembly debates, dignity demands protection from perpetual 

harm. Courts' nuanced balancing ensures RTBF strengthens, rather than undermines, constitutional 

democracy. 
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How can shifting the India–Japan economic cooperation toward Tier-2 and Tier-3 

manufacturing hubs resolve regional imbalances and foster upward social mobility in India? 

Analyse. 

Introduction 

The Economic Survey 2025-26 identifies manufacturing-led regional transformation as essential for Viksit 

Bharat 2047. The 16th India–Japan Summit (2026) reoriented bilateral cooperation toward decentralized 

industrial ecosystems, making Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities new engines of inclusive growth. 

India-Japan Partnership from Mega Projects to Distributed Manufacturing 

The India–Japan Special Strategic and Global Partnership is evolving beyond flagship projects such as the Delhi–

Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) and Mumbai–Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail towards economic security, 

resilient supply chains. MSME integration and regional industrialization, reflecting Japan's post-war 

decentralized development model. 

How Tier-2 & Tier-3 Manufacturing Hubs Can Resolve Regional Imbalances 

1.      Balanced Regional Industrialisation: Reduces excessive concentration in metropolitan regions, 

develops industrial ecosystems across aspirational districts. Supports PM Gati Shakti and industrial 

corridor strategy. Example: Bidkin Industrial Area. 

2.      Employment-led Urbanisation: Creates local manufacturing jobs near rural populations, 

reduces distress migration to megacities. Facilitates transition from disguised agricultural 

employment. Example: Sanand manufacturing. 

3.      Strengthening MSME Supply Chains: Japanese multi-tier vendor ecosystem integrates local 

MSMEs. Promotes component manufacturing and vendor specialization and enhances domestic value 

addition. Example: Auto components. 

4.      Infrastructure-led Inclusive Growth: Logistics parks, freight corridors and industrial townships 

improve regional competitiveness. Lower transportation and transaction costs and stimulates 

ancillary industries. Example: Japan Industrial Townships (JITs). 

5.      Human Capital Development: Expansion of Japan-India Institutes for Manufacturing (JIMs). 

Promotes Kaizen, precision engineering and lean manufacturing, improves employability and 

productivity. Example: Skill India. 

6.      Technological Upgradation: Japanese strengths in robotics, semiconductors and advanced 

manufacturing combine with India's software ecosystem and accelerates Industry 4.0 adoption. 

Example: Semiconductor ecosystem. 

7.      Supply Chain Resilience: Diversifies global manufacturing beyond concentrated hubs. Supports 

trusted supply chains in semiconductors, critical minerals and electronics. And enhances Indo-Pacific 

economic security. Example: China+1 Strategy. 

8.      Fiscal & Regional Equity: Expands tax base of smaller cities. Reduces regional development 

disparities and strengthens cooperative federalism. Example: Aspirational districts. 

How It Fosters Upward Social Mobility 

1.    Non-Farm Jobs: Absorbs rural disguised unemployment locally, curbing precarious urban 

migration. Creates stable livelihoods. 

2.    Skill Development: JIMs impart Kaizen/precision training, raising wages and employability 

for youth. 

3.    Inclusive Growth: Women/SC/ST participation via cooperatives; improves local 

education/health via corporate inflows. 
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4.    Social Equity: Reduces urban-rural divide, promoting constitutional goals (Article 39) of 

equitable distribution. 

Challenges in Replicating the Japanese Model 

1.    Infrastructure Gaps: Weak last-mile connectivity and power and water shortages. Example: 

Industrial logistics. 

2.    Regulatory Bottlenecks: Land acquisition delays and multiple approvals across states. 

Example: Ease of Doing Business. 

3.    Trade Imbalance: India's bilateral trade deficit persists and greater localisation and 

technology transfer needed. Example: Electronics imports. 

4.    Skill Mismatch: Shortage of advanced manufacturing workforce and limited industry-

academia linkage. Example: Precision engineering. 

5.    MSME Constraints: Limited access to finance and quality certification and difficulty meeting 

Japanese standards. Example: ISO compliance. 

Way Forward 

1.    Expand Japan Industrial Townships across emerging cities. 

2.    Fast-track plug-and-play industrial infrastructure under PM Gati Shakti. 

3.    Deepen Technology Transfer Agreements and co-production. 

4.    Integrate MSMEs into Japanese global value chains through PLI and Make in India.  

5.    Scale JIMs and Technical Intern Training Programme (TITP). 

6.    Promote green manufacturing through hydrogen, EVs and circular economy. 

7.    Establish single-window clearances and stable state-level industrial policies. 

8.    Align with Budget 2026-27 emphasis on manufacturing competitiveness, logistics and 

employment-led growth, alongside the Economic Survey's focus on industrial transformation. 

Conclusion 

Decentralized manufacturing can transform demographic potential into inclusive prosperity, making India–

Japan partnership a cornerstone of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Sovereignty in silicon is bought with sustained effort, not subsidies alone. Evaluate this 

statement in light of global semiconductor value-chain interventions and India's tech policy. 

Introduction 

The Economic Survey 2025–26 identifies semiconductors as the backbone of India's digital economy, while 

Budget 2026–27 deepens the India Semiconductor Mission, reaffirming that enduring technological 

sovereignty depends on innovation ecosystems beyond fiscal incentives alone. 
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Semiconductor Sovereignty Beyond Subsidies 

1.    Semiconductors have become the currency of geopolitical power, underpinning AI, defence, 

telecommunications, quantum computing and critical infrastructure. 

2.    While governments worldwide have announced massive subsidy programmes US-CHIPS Act, 

EU-Chips Act, Japan's semiconductor revival, and India's ₹76,000-crore India Semiconductor Mission 

(ISM), recent developments such as China's LineShine exascale supercomputer (2026) demonstrate 

that sustained investment in indigenous capabilities, rather than subsidies alone, determines long-

term silicon sovereignty. 

Why Subsidies Alone Cannot Deliver Silicon Sovereignty  

1.      Semiconductor Value Chain Determines Strategic Power: Strategic dominance lies in EDA 

software, processor architecture, lithography equipment, advanced materials and fabrication, not 

merely assembly. Upstream IP generates maximum value, design capabilities create long-term 

technological leverage. Example: ARM architecture. 

2.      China's Value-Chain Ascent: US export controls accelerated China's indigenous ecosystem. 

Developed LX2 processors, Kylin OS, LingQi interconnect. Domestic toolmakers entered global top 

rankings. Demonstrates state-led technological persistence. Example: LineShine Supercomputer. 

3.      Assembly Does Not Equal Autonomy: Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging (ATMP/OSAT) 

remain low-value activities. Limited intellectual property ownership, minimal strategic bargaining 

power are vulnerable to upstream technology restrictions. Example: OSAT facilities. 

4.      Indigenous Design Creates Competitive Advantage: Chip design contributes nearly half of 

semiconductor value addition. Custom architectures build technological independence, enables 

sector-specific processors and strengthens domestic patent portfolio. Example: RISC-V ecosystem. 

5.      High-Margin Moats: Leverage lies in design/IP (ARM/x86) and tooling (ASML EUV). Subsidies 

alone fail without talent, materials, and co-design ecosystems. 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] July 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

Critical Evaluation of India's Semiconductor Strategy 

India has taken major strides via its India Semiconductor Mission (ISM), but a critical gap remains between 

spending capital and building deep capabilities: 

Strategic 

Parameter 

Current Indian Approach (Subsidies) Gaps in Achieving “Silicon 

Sovereignty” 

Value Chain 

Focus 

Heavy focus on setting up assembly plants 

(OSAT/ATMP) and foundational 

commercial foundries (e.g., mature 28nm+ 

nodes). 

Avoids the immediate R&D-heavy 

front-end choke points like advanced 

node fabrication and lithography 

tooling. 

Talent 

Utilization 

India hosts a massive portion of the 

world's chip design talent, but they largely 

work for global multinationals. 

Intellectual property (IP) and high-

value patents flow back overseas 

rather than staying within domestic 

entities. 

Ecosystem 

Depth 

Fiscal capital is aimed at attracting foreign 

direct investment (FDI) and external 

technology partners. 

Limited local supply of ultra-pure 

chemicals, specialized gases, silicon 

wafers, and stable industrial 

infrastructure. 

Way Forward 

1.    Pivot Upstream: Fund fabless design/IP retention via targeted grants. 

2.    Talent Sovereignty: Scale IIT/IISc R&D; reverse brain drain incentives. 

3.    Ecosystem Depth: Build chemical/gas/silicon clusters; public-private labs for 

EDA/alternatives (GaN). 

4.    Sustained Effort: Decade-long funding beyond subsidies; monitor via national missions. 

5.    Global Positioning: Leverage Quad/IndiaAI for alliances without dependency. 

Conclusion 

As Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam envisioned in India 2020, technological self-reliance emerges from knowledge, 

innovation and perseverance; semiconductor sovereignty will ultimately rest on indigenous capability, not 

fiscal incentives alone. 

Evaluate the strategic dividends and security risks for India in restarting bilateral dialogue 

with Pakistan amid shifting geopolitical dynamics in South Asia. 

Introduction 

Following the Pahalgam-attack (2025) and Operation-Sindoor (2025), India froze formal engagement with 

Pakistan. Yet shifting Indo-Pacific geopolitics and nuclear realities have revived debate on calibrated dialogue 

without compromising counter-terrorism objectives. 

Policy-Context 

1.    India's Pakistan policy has evolved from “composite dialogue” to “terror and talks cannot go 

together.” 



Mains Marathon Compilation [Second Week] July 2026 

 

Created with love ❤ by ForumIAS- the knowledge network for civi l services. 

Visit academy.forumias.com for our mentor based courses. 
 

 

2.    However, changing changing Geopolitics China-Pakistan strategic convergence, Taliban-led 

Afghanistan creating regional uncertainty, Indo-Pacific competition demanding India's strategic 

bandwidth, growing expectations from Quad and Global South leadership, energy and connectivity 

competition across Eurasia necessitates evaluating whether selective engagement, rather than 

complete disengagement, better serves India's strategic interests. 

 

Strategic Dividends of Restarting Dialogue 

1.      Strengthening Strategic Stability: Regular communication reduces risks of miscalculation 

between two nuclear powers. Strengthens crisis-management mechanisms through DGMO hotline, 

military hotlines and diplomatic channels. Example: Kartarpur-Corridor, DGMO Ceasefire-Renewal 

(2021). 

2.      Managing the Two-Front Security Challenge: Stable western frontier enables India to focus 

greater military resources on the China challenge along LAC. Supports integrated theatre planning and 

maritime priorities in the Indo-Pacific. Example: Northern Command optimisation. 

3.      Functional Cooperation on Shared Challenges: Dialogue can continue on non-political issues 

without compromising national security. Areas: climate adaptation, air pollution, disaster 

management, health surveillance and water management.  Example: Indus Waters Treaty technical 

mechanisms. 

4.      Preserving Regional Stability: Reduced hostility improves SAARC's long-term prospects and 

strengthens regional connectivity. Supports India's Neighbourhood-First and SAGAR vision. Example: 

Humanitarian cooperation. 

5.      Enhancing India's Global Standing: Demonstrates India as a responsible major power 

committed to peaceful dispute management. Reinforces India's credentials in UNSC reforms, G20 

leadership and Global South diplomacy. Example: Rules-based diplomacy. 

6.      Economic & Humanitarian Gains: Facilitates people-to-people exchanges, medical visas and 

religious tourism. Reduces defence-related uncertainty affecting border economies. Example: 

Kartarpur pilgrimage. 

Security Risks and Strategic Constraints 

1.      The Weaponization of Talks: Historically, Pakistan’s deep state (the military-intelligence nexus) 

has exploited formal dialogue as a diplomatic shield to alleviate international pressure while 

continuing to support sub-conventional proxy warfare. 
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2.      Institutional Unreliability in Islamabad: Pakistan Army remains the principal foreign-policy 

actor. Civilian governments possess limited authority to implement lasting agreements. Example: 

Military dominance. 

3.      Legitimising Terror Infrastructure: Premature talks may dilute India's consistent position that 

terrorism and dialogue cannot coexist. Could reduce international pressure on Pakistan regarding 

FATF-related compliance. Example: FATF grey-list experience. 

4.      Domestic Political Costs: Fresh terror incidents during negotiations may erode public confidence 

and political legitimacy. Makes sustained dialogue politically fragile. Example: Post-Pathankot 

breakdown. 

5.      China's Strategic Leverage: Pakistan's growing dependence on China through CPEC complicates 

bilateral negotiations. India must assess dialogue within the broader China-Pakistan strategic nexus. 

Example: CPEC in PoK. 

6.      Information & Hybrid Warfare: Cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns and drone-enabled 

infiltration persist despite diplomatic engagement. Dialogue alone cannot mitigate hybrid threats. 

Example: Drone narcotics. 

Constitutional, Legal & Diplomatic Arena 

1.       Article 51 encourages peaceful settlement of international disputes. 

2.       Simla Agreement (1972) mandates bilateral resolution. 

3.       Lahore Declaration (1999) emphasised nuclear confidence-building. 

4.       UN Charter encourages peaceful dispute settlement. 

5.       Indus Waters Treaty (1960) illustrates resilience of technical engagement despite conflicts. 

Way Forward 

1.       Conditional Track-1 dialogue linked to verifiable anti-terror commitments. 

2.       Expand Track-2 and Track-1.5 diplomacy involving retired diplomats, military officers and 

academia. 

3.       Strengthen DGMO, NSA and intelligence hotlines for crisis management. 

4.       Continue technical engagement on water, climate and humanitarian issues. 

5.       Build robust verification mechanisms before political negotiations. 

6.       Coordinate diplomacy with strategic partners while preserving India's strategic autonomy. 

7.       Maintain credible military deterrence alongside diplomatic engagement, “Talk from a position of 

strength.” 

Conclusion 

 “Friends can change, neighbours cannot.” India should pursue calibrated, conditional dialogue backed by 

credible deterrence, ensuring peace advances without compromising national security or counter-terrorism 

principles. 

Examine how the decentralization of global terror networks into digital and regional pockets 

challenges traditional counter-terrorism architectures, rendering the India unevenly unsafe. 

Introduction 

According to the Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 2026, terrorism deaths declined by 28%, yet digital 

radicalisation, decentralised terror ecosystems and fragile borderlands expose India to an increasingly 

unevenly unsafe security environment. 
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How Decentralised Terror Networks Challenge Traditional Counter Teerorism Architecture 

1.    Zero-Touch Radicalisation: Traditional CT relied on intercepting leaders and physical 

recruitment camps. Today, encrypted platforms, algorithm-driven echo chambers and short-form 

videos enable rapid self-radicalisation, shrinking recruitment timelines from months to weeks. 

Example: Online ISKP recruitment; Lone-wolf attacks. 

2.    Agile Pods: Instead of centrally directed operations, independent local cells execute small, high-

impact attacks with minimal communication, reducing intelligence interception opportunities. 

Example: Pahalgam attack (2025); J&K hybrid modules. 

3.    Crypto-Crime-Terror Nexus: Conventional surveillance targeting hawala and banking channels 

is circumvented through: platform-native tokens, gaming currencies, micro-crypto payments and 

decentralised finance (DeFi). This creates blind spots for FIU-IND and global AML frameworks. 

Example: Telegram Stars; Crypto wallets. 

4.    AI-Assisted Terrorism: Open-source Large Language Models (LLMs) facilitate: propaganda 

generation, cyber-attacks, drone programming, operational planning, multilingual radicalisation. 

The Economic Survey 2025–26 highlights AI's transformative potential while emphasising the 

need for robust cyber resilience against malicious applications. Example: AI-enabled cyber 

terrorism. 

5.    Transnational Diffusion: Weak governance and porous borders allow terror groups to exploit 

cross-border mobility, logistics and recruitment. India faces heightened vulnerabilities along: 

Pakistan border, Myanmar frontier, Bangladesh border. Example: ISKP; Northeast insurgent 

linkages. 

6.    Algorithmic Amplification: Modern terrorism increasingly weaponises: misinformation, 

communal narratives, identity politics, psychological operations. The objective extends beyond 

casualties to eroding public trust and institutional legitimacy. Example: Social media 

disinformation campaigns. 

7.    Asymmetric warfare and Non-kinetic warfare: Terror groups increasingly combine: cyber 

intrusions, drones, proxy violence, financial disruption, information warfare. Traditional CT 

agencies remain primarily focused on physical threats. Example: Drone-based infiltration across 

borders. 
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8.    Geographical Concentration: GTI 2026 shows nearly 70% of terrorism deaths are concentrated 

in five countries, creating an illusion of declining global risk while decentralised networks expand 

elsewhere. This renders India unevenly unsafe—well-protected metropolitan centres coexist 

with vulnerable borderlands, cyberspace and peripheral districts. Example: Sahel; Afghanistan-

Pakistan region. 

Implications for India's Counter-Terrorism Architecture 

1.   Institutional Modernisation: AI-enabled NATGRID analytics, greater interoperability among 

NIA, IB, RAW and State Police. Strengthen Multi Agency Centre (MAC). Example: Intelligence Fusion. 

2.   Technology-led Security: Predictive AI surveillance, counter-drone systems, smart fencing 

under Comprehensive Integrated Border Management System (CIBMS) and satellite-based 

monitoring. Example: Smart Borders. 

3.   Financial Intelligence: Expand FIU-IND oversight to: virtual assets, gaming tokens, in-app 

economies, cross-platform digital payments. Align with FATF Virtual Asset standards. 

4.   Legal & Cyber Governance: Strengthen implementation of: UAPA, Digital Personal Data 

Protection Act, Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C). Ensure security with constitutional safeguards 

under Article 21. 

5.   International Cooperation: Enhance cooperation through: FATF, INTERPOL, Quad Counter-

Terrorism Working Group, UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. Example: Intelligence sharing. 

6.   Community & Development Approach: Address root causes through: aspirational Districts 

Programme, border infrastructure, community policing, digital literacy and de-radicalisation 

initiatives. Reflecting NITI Aayog's emphasis on last-mile governance and inclusive development, 

stronger institutions reduce vulnerabilities that extremist networks exploit. 

 

Way Forward 

1.      Shift from reactive policing to predictive intelligence. 

2.      Establish multilingual AI systems for early detection of online radicalisation. 

3.      Integrate cyber, financial, border and intelligence databases into a unified CT platform. 

4.      Expand indigenous counter-drone, quantum-safe cybersecurity and digital forensic 

capabilities under Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

5.      Strengthen border governance through the Vibrant Villages Programme, reducing governance 

vacuums exploited by terror networks. 

6.      Promote international norms on AI misuse and terror financing under the UN Counter-

Terrorism Framework. 

Conclusion 
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As former President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam observed, “Strength respects strength.” In today's networked world , 

resilient institutions, technological superiority and societal cohesion, not declining terror statistics, define 

enduring national security. 

Evaluate the administrative and governance challenges in institutionalizing a localized 

Landslide Early Warning System (LEWS) to mitigate recurring disasters in the ecologically 

fragile Western Ghats. 

Introduction 

Following the 2024 Wayanad landslide and recurring Western Ghats disasters, India is shifting from disaster 

response to risk reduction. Institutionalising localized Landslide Early Warning Systems (LEWS) now demands 

governance reforms beyond scientific capability. 

 

Administrative & Governance Challenges 

1.      Macro-level alerts versus hyper-local hazards: IMD generally issues alerts at district or taluk 

level, whereas landslides occur on individual slopes. Consequently, alerts often lack actionable 

precision, resulting in either panic or complacency. Example: Wayanad slope failures. 

2.      The “Cry Wolf” dilemma in decision-making: District Magistrates hesitate to order costly 

evacuations based on probabilistic forecasts due to fear of false alarms, economic disruption and public 

distrust. This delays preventive action. Example: Evacuation hesitancy. 

3.      Fragmented institutional architecture: Real-time information generated by: IMD, Geological 

Survey of India (GSI), ISRO, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), State Disaster 

Management Authorities (SDMAs) often remains siloed without integrated decision-support 

platforms. Example: Multi-agency coordination gaps. 

4.      Weak decentralisation despite constitutional mandate: Although the 73rd & 74th 

Constitutional Amendments envisage empowered local governments, Gram Panchayats lack: technical 

manpower, financial autonomy, sensor maintenance capability and disaster analytics. First responders 

therefore remain under-equipped. Example: Panchayat capacity deficit. 

5.      Ecological governance failures: Repeated dilution of the Gadgil (WGEEP) and Kasturirangan 

Committee recommendations has weakened ecological safeguards. Construction approvals often 

ignore Landslide Hazard Zonation (LHZ) maps. Example: Quarrying; Hill tourism. 

6.      Land-use regulation remains poorly enforced: Slope cutting, road expansion, tourism 

infrastructure and illegal mining continue despite known geotechnical vulnerabilities. Hazard maps 

rarely become legally binding planning documents. Example: Nilgiris construction. 
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7.      Resource and technology constraints: Localized LEWS requires: IoT sensors, tiltmeters, GNSS 

stations, automated rain gauges, AI analytics and uninterrupted communications. Many local bodies 

lack funds under SDRF and district disaster budgets for sustained maintenance. Example: Sensor 

network gaps. 

8.      Community trust and risk communication deficits: Scientific warnings often fail because 

communities receive limited awareness regarding probabilistic forecasts. Absence of regular 

evacuation drills reduces compliance during emergencies. Example: Last-mile communication. 

Positive Institutional Initiatives 

1.       National Landslide Forecasting Centre (GSI)  rainfall-threshold forecasting. 

2.       IIT Mandi AI-based probabilistic LEWS validated across Himalayan corridors. 

3.       Amrita University-Kerala Government sensor-based warning pilots. 

4.       ISRO satellite monitoring and high-resolution terrain mapping. 

5.       IMD's development of higher-resolution rainfall forecasting. 

Way Forward 

1.       Legally notify Landslide Hazard Zonation (LHZ) maps for planning approvals. 

2.       Empower Panchayats through dedicated disaster grants under the 15th Finance Commission 

framework. 

3.       Establish district-level Integrated Landslide Operations Centres combining IMD, GSI, ISRO and 

SDMA data. 

4.       Expand Aapda Mitra volunteers for community-based warning dissemination. 

5.       Promote AI-enabled predictive analytics integrating rainfall, soil moisture, satellite imagery and 

IoT sensors. 

6.       Mainstream ecosystem-based disaster risk reduction by implementing scientifically appropriate 

recommendations of the Gadgil and Kasturirangan reports. 

7.       Strengthen implementation of the Sendai Framework (2015–2030) with emphasis on 

anticipatory action. 

8.       Following NITI Aayog's emphasis on resilient infrastructure and climate adaptation, integrate 

LEWS with district development and land-use planning. 

Conclusion 

“Science is a beautiful gift to humanity.” Localized LEWS will save lives only when scientific innovation 

converges with accountable, decentralized and ecologically responsible governance. 

Examine the strategic implications of China’s recent breakthroughs in reusable rocketry and 

submarine-launched missiles. How should India recalibrate its space-defence convergence? 

Introduction 

China’s reusable Long March-10B recovery and strategic SLBM test reflect deep military-civil fusion. As the 

Economic Survey 2025-26 stresses strategic resilience, India must integrate space innovation with defence 

preparedness. 
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China's Breakthroughs a Paradigm Shift In Strategic Competition 

1.      Military-Civil Fusion (MCF): China converts commercial space innovation into military capability 

through its Military-Civil Fusion strategy. Reusable launch vehicles support both commercial launches 

and military satellite deployment. Example: Long March-10B recovery. 

2.      Revolution in reusable launch capability: Legless net-capture system reduces structural 

weight, increasing payload efficiency. Enables: Lower launch costs, higher launch frequency and faster 

satellite replenishment during conflict. Example: Long March-10B maiden recovery. 

3.      Strengthened Nuclear Triad: Successful submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) test 

enhances: second-strike capability, survivability of nuclear forces, Indo-Pacific strategic deterrence. 

Example: JL-series SLBM demonstration. 

Strategic implications for India 

1.      Military & Security: Rapid replacement of destroyed ISR satellites after ASAT attacks. Persistent 

battlefield communication and navigation, better targeting through AI-enabled satellite constellations. 

Example: PLA Strategic Support Force. 

2.      Space Security: Faster deployment of mega-constellations may crowd Low Earth Orbit. Greater 

Chinese dominance over orbital slots and radio frequencies; increased vulnerability of Indian 

satellites. Example: Guowang constellation. 

3.      Nuclear Deterrence: Enhanced survivable sea-based deterrence complicates India's minimum 

credible deterrence. Reduced warning time during crisis escalation; requires stronger maritime 

domain awareness. Example: South China Sea patrols. 

4.      Technological Arena: Demonstrates China's lead in: reusable launch systems, precision guidance, 

autonomous recovery and integrated AI-enabled logistics. Highlights widening technology gap. 

5.      Geopolitical Tension: Strengthens Chinese influence across the Indo-Pacific. Supports Belt and 

Road digital infrastructure through space assets. Intensifies strategic competition in the Indian Ocean 

Region. Example: Dual-use satellite infrastructure. 

6.      Economic Impact: Lower launch costs improve China's commercial competitiveness. Attracts 

global satellite customers and challenges India's growing commercial launch market. Example: Space 

economy competition. 

7.      Cyber & Information Warfare: Dense satellite constellations improve: cyber resilience, 

electronic warfare, real-time ISR and supports multi-domain warfare. 

8.      Defence Industrial Complex: Demonstrates benefits of integrated state-industry-academia 

ecosystem and accelerates innovation cycles. Example: CALT-led development. 

Policy Recalibration Blueprint for India 
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NITI Aayog Annual Report 2025-26, emphasises a multi-domain national security framework integrating 

defence innovation, maritime security, cyber resilience and space capabilities, reinforcing the need for 

institutional convergence. To prevent a widening asymmetric gap with China's combined military-space 

capabilities, India must rapidly transition toward an integrated space-defense approach: 

Strategic Pillar Present Framework Vulnerability Proposed Policy Shift 

Reusable-Launch-

Vehicle (RLV) 

ISRO’s Pushpak space-plane 

prototype is still restricted to 

atmospheric and low-orbital glide 

tests. 

Elevate the RLV program into a National 

Mission, directly funding domestic deep-

tech consortia to build high-payload 

vertical-takeoff-and-landing (VTOL) 

systems. 

Military-Space 

Command 

The Defence-Space-Agency (DSA) 

functions largely as an 

administrative coordinator rather 

than an operational command. 

Reorganize the DSA into a fully 

integrated, combat-ready Space Force, 

with a dedicated budget to deploy real-

time satellite defensive shielding and 

counter-jamming technologies. 

Mega-

Constellation 

Clusters 

Continued reliance on heavy, high-

cost geostationary satellites for 

strategic communications. 

Leverage the Indian Space Policy to co-

fund the launch of a sovereign, highly 

resilient LEO satellite constellation to 

secure military comms across northern 

borders and the Indian Ocean. 

  

Conclusion 

As Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam observed in India 2020, technological strength underpins strategic autonomy. India’s 

future security demands seamless convergence of space innovation, deterrence capability and national 

resilience. 

Examine the socio-cultural challenges of ‘living with difference without panic’ in a multi-

religious society. Evaluate institutional mechanisms necessary for sustaining Indian 

pluralism. 

Introduction 

Home to every major world religion, India embodies constitutional pluralism. Yet, as the Economic Survey 

2025-26 underscores the importance of social trust for inclusive development, preserving diversity demands 

institutions that transform coexistence into civic confidence. 
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Pluralism Beyond Tolerance to Confident Coexistence 

1.       India's civilisational ethos from Rig Veda's “Ekam Sat Vipra Bahudha Vadanti” to Ramakrishna 

Paramahamsa's “Yato Mat, Tato Path” and Vivekananda's acceptance of all faiths, envisions diversity 

not as a threat but as a source of collective enrichment. 

2.       The challenge today is enabling citizens to “live with difference without panic”, where religious , 

linguistic and cultural diversity strengthens rather than fragments democracy. 

Socio-Cultural Challenges to Living with Difference 

1.      Identity Politics and Competitive Communalism: Religion increasingly becomes a political 

identity rather than a spiritual pursuit. Electoral mobilisation often reinforces “us versus them” 

narratives; weakens constitutional fraternity. Example: Polarised electoral rhetoric. 

2.      Historical Memory as Political Weapon: Selective interpretation of historical conflicts deepens 

present-day mistrust. Historical grievances are transformed into permanent political identities; 

undermines reconciliation. Example: Temple-mosque disputes. 

3.      Spatial Segregation and Social Distance: Religious clustering in housing reduces everyday 

interaction. Absence of shared public spaces strengthens stereotypes; weakens social capital. Example: 

Urban-ghettoisation. 

4.      Digital Echo Chambers: Social media algorithms amplify: hate speech, fake news, rumours and 

identity anxieties. Converts local incidents into nationwide tensions. Example: Viral misinformation. 

5.      Persistent Social Inequalities: Caste, class and gender disparities intersect with religious 

identities. Marginalisation reinforces perceptions of exclusion. Example: Educational disparities. 

6.      Declining Inter-Community Engagement: Limited interfaith dialogue, neighbourhood 

interaction and shared civic participation reduce mutual trust. Diversity without interaction breeds 

suspicion. Example: Declining community festivals. 

7.      Global and Geopolitical Influences: International conflicts increasingly influence domestic 

communal narratives. Transnational digital networks accelerate ideological radicalisation. Example: 

Online extremist content. 

Institutional Mechanisms Sustaining Indian Pluralism 

1.      Constitutional Framework: The Constitution institutionalises pluralism through: 

a.      Preamble – Justice, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity. 

b.      Articles 14–16 – Equality. 

c.       Articles 25–28 – Freedom of religion. 

d.      Articles 29–30 – Cultural and educational rights of minorities. 

e.      Fundamental Duty (Article 51A(e)) – Promote harmony. 
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2.      Independent Judiciary: Upholds constitutional morality over majoritarian impulses. Protects 

minority rights, reinforces secular constitutionalism. Example: S.R. Bommai (Secularism as Basic 

Structure). 

3.      Rule of Law and Legislative Safeguards: Uniform and impartial enforcement of: Places of 

Worship Act, 1991, hate speech provisions, criminal law against communal violence, ensures legal 

certainty. Example: Places of Worship Act. 

4.      Cooperative Federalism: India's federal structure accommodates: linguistic diversity, regional 

identities, tribal autonomy. Example: Sixth Schedule areas. 

5.      Grassroots Peace Architecture: Revitalise mohalla Committees, interfaith dialogue platforms  

and community mediation groups, enables early conflict resolution. Example: Mumbai Mohalla 

Committees. 

6.      Inclusive Education: Promote: constitutional values, comparative religion, civic ethics, critical 

media literacy and reduces prejudice from childhood. Example: Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. 

7.      Technology Governance: AI-enabled misinformation detection, algorithmic transparency, 

stronger platform accountability and digital civic literacy campaigns. Example: Fact-check ecosystem. 

8.      Inclusive Development: The Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights that sustained growth 

depends upon participation, trust and human development, while the Union Budget 2026-27 

continues investments in education, urban infrastructure and social inclusion that indirectly 

strengthen national cohesion. 

Way Forward 

1.       Strengthen constitutional patriotism over identity politics. 

2.       Institutionalise district-level interfaith councils. 

3.       Expand mixed-income and inclusive urban planning. 

4.       Modernise hate-crime reporting and police sensitisation. 

5.       Promote civic volunteerism across communities. 

6.       Integrate media literacy into school curricula. 

7.       Empower the National Commission for Minorities and Human Rights institutions. 

8.       Align NITI Aayog's SDG framework (Goal 16: Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions) with local 

governance indicators for social cohesion. 

Conclusion 

Echoing Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, India's unity rests on spiritual openness, not uniformity. Pluralism endures when 

constitutional morality, civic dialogue and mutual respect transform diversity into democratic strength rather 

than division. 

Evaluate the viability of India’s economic ‘Act East’ integration alongside expanding strategic 

gaps, amidst changing US postures and growing Chinese nuclear assertiveness in the Indo-

Pacific. 

Introduction 

With nearly 60% of global GDP and trade concentrated in the Indo-Pacific, the Economic Survey 2025–26 

identifies strategic indispensability through global integration, making India's Act East policy simultaneously 

an economic necessity and geopolitical imperative. 
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Why Economic Integration has become Central to Act East 

1.      Changing Indo-Pacific Geoeconomics: Second Trump administration's transactional trade 

approach and tariff-centric policies reduce predictability of US-led economic architecture. Economic 

Survey 2025-26 stresses global integration with strategic resilience, not protectionism. Example: IPEF 

trade pillar uncertainty. 

2.      India's Opportunity as a “G2+1”: Growing strategic autonomy enables India to emerge as an 

independent rule-shaper, not merely a balancing power. Large domestic market, Digital Public 

Infrastructure (DPI) and demographic dividend enhance bargaining power. Example: UPI diplomacy. 

3.      Supply Chain Diversification: Global China+1 strategy creates opportunities in electronics, 

semiconductors and critical minerals. Budget 2026-27 continues emphasis on manufacturing 

competitiveness and infrastructure-led growth. 

4.      ASEAN-Centric Economic Integration: ASEAN remains India's gateway to East Asia. Greater 

integration supports GVC participation, export diversification and resilient manufacturing. Example: 

India-ASEAN FTA. 

Expanding Strategic Gaps 

1.      Military & Nuclear: China's demonstrated SLBM capability (JL-series) strengthens survivable 

second-strike deterrence. Expansion of nuclear triad widens qualitative gap with India's deterrence. 

Need for faster deployment of K-5/K-6 SLBMs and Arihant-class expansion. Example: Sea-based 

deterrence. 

2.      Maritime: PLA Navy's increasing submarine operations extend beyond South China Sea. 

Challenge to India's SAGAR vision and Indian Ocean dominance. Requirement of stronger ASW, seabed 

surveillance and P-8I integration. 

3.      Economic: India remains outside RCEP and CPTPP, limiting influence over regional trade rules. 

NITI Aayog leadership has argued for reconsidering participation in mega-regional trade blocs to 

strengthen exports and manufacturing. 

4.      Technological: China dominates emerging technologies: AI, semiconductor ecosystems, digital 

infrastructure and reusable launch systems. Strategic technologies increasingly determine geopolitical 

influence. 

5.      Diplomatic: ASEAN seeks inclusive balancing, not bloc politics. India enjoys credibility as a 

trusted, non-alliance partner. 

Challenges to Economic Act East 

1.       Limited manufacturing competitiveness vis-a-vis ASEAN. 

2.       Infrastructure deficit in North-East connectivity. Example: Kaladan Project delays. 

3.       Persistent trade deficit with China. 

4.       Regulatory barriers affecting investment flows. 

5.       Slow implementation of connectivity corridors. Example: IMT Trilateral Highway. 
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Way Forward 

1.       Economic: Pursue high-standard FTAs with ASEAN, Japan and South Korea. Gradually evaluate 

accession to CPTPP and calibrated engagement with RCEP after domestic preparedness and build 

resilient regional value chains. 

2.       Strategic: Strengthen QUAD, IPOI, SAGAR and MAHASAGAR through functional cooperation. 

Accelerate submarine fleet modernization and integrated missile defence. 

3.       Technological: Expand semiconductor ecosystem under India Semiconductor Mission. Invest in 

critical minerals, AI, cyber security and reusable launch vehicles. 

4.       Connectivity: Fast-track North-East multimodal infrastructure, complete IMT Highway and 

Kaladan projects and enhance BIMSTEC-led regional integration. 

5.       Institutional: Establish Indo-Pacific Economic Coordination Cell integrating MEA, Commerce, 

Defence and NITI Aayog. Promote public-private partnerships in maritime logistics and digital 

connectivity. 

Conclusion 

As President K.R. Narayanan observed, India's destiny lies in harmonising strategic autonomy with global 

engagement. Sustainable Indo-Pacific leadership demands integrating economic connectivity, technological 

capability and credible maritime deterrence into one coherent vision. 

Evaluate the role of NGOs in creating an environment of accountability within government 

institutions. How can their role be strengthened? Discuss the major constraints. 

Introduction 

India's democratic accountability increasingly depends on an active civil society. The Economic Survey 2025-

26 emphasizes participatory governance, while NITI Aayog's NGO-DARPAN now connects over five lakh NGOs 

with public institutions, strengthening citizen-centric governance. 

                             

NGOs as Accountability Catalysts in Democratic Governance 

1.      Transparency & Information Accountability: Promote RTI-based disclosures, budget tracking 

and public expenditure monitoring. Expose leakages through investigative research and citizen 

reporting. Example: MKSS-led RTI movement. 
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2.      Social-Accountability: Institutionalise Social Audits beyond MGNREGA into PMAY, Jal Jeevan 

Mission, NHM and PM POSHAN. Improve outcome-based governance through community verification. 

Example: Andhra Pradesh Social Audit Society. 

3.      Constitutional-Accountability: Protect Fundamental Rights through PILs and legal aid. 

Strengthen constitutional morality and rule of law. Example: PUCL, Right to Food case. 

4.      Administrative-Accountability: Monitor implementation of welfare schemes through field 

verification, reduce discretion and corruption in service delivery. Example: Satark Nagrik Sangathan. 

5.      Legislative-Accountability: Analyse Bills, committee reports and parliamentary performance, 

encourage evidence-based public debate. Example: PRS Legislative Research. 

6.      Electoral-Accountability: Promote voter awareness, ethical elections and election expenditure 

monitoring, encourage informed democratic participation. Example: ADR (Association for Democratic 

Reforms). 

7.      Technological-Accountability: Use AI, GIS, dashboards and open-data analytics for evidence-

based advocacy. Track procurement through GeM and Public Finance portals. Example: Civic-tech 

platforms. 

8.      Environmental-Accountability: Monitor compliance with environmental laws and forest 

clearances. Promote ESG and climate governance. Example: Centre for Science and Environment. 

How the Role of NGOs can be Strengthened 

1.   Institutional Reforms: Statutory expansion of Social Audits across flagship schemes. 

Establish Joint Consultative Forums between Ministries and NGOs. Mandatory public consultation 

before major policy changes. Example: Kerala People's Plan.  

2.   Legal Reforms: Harmonise registration laws governing Societies, Trusts and Section-8 

Companies. Ensure transparent, time-bound FCRA approvals while maintaining national security. 

Provide legal protection for bona fide public-interest advocacy. 

3.   Technological Capacity: Digital capacity-building in RTI, AI analytics and public 

procurement tracking. Create integrated accountability dashboards linked with NGO-DARPAN. 

Example: Digital Governance. 

4.   Financial Sustainability: Dedicated Civil Society Innovation Fund through CSR and 

philanthropy. Encourage outcome-based grants rather than project-based funding. Diversify funding 

sources to reduce dependence. Example: CSR partnerships. 

5.   Internal Governance: Mandatory annual disclosure of: funding sources, impact assessment, 

governance standards, conflict-of-interest policy and builds moral legitimacy. Example: NGO-DARPAN 

Portal. 

Major Constraints 

1.   Regulatory Challenges: Complex compliance under FCRA and multiple registration laws. 

Compliance costs disproportionately affect grassroots NGOs. Example: FCRA renewals.  

2.   Financial Constraints: Dependence on foreign grants or government funding. Risk of 

regulatory vulnerability or institutional co-option. Limited CSR preference for governance projects. 

3.   Political Constraints: Adversarial state-civil society relationship. Advocacy often perceived 

as obstruction or anti-development. Can discourage legitimate public scrutiny. 

4.   Institutional Capacity: Weak legal expertise and digital capability among small NGOs. Urban 

concentration limits rural accountability. 

5.   Trust Deficit: Limited structured dialogue between government and civil society. 

Collaboration replaced by mutual suspicion. 
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6.      Security & Misuse Concerns: Possibility of money laundering, foreign influence or shell 

organisations necessitates prudent regulation. Balancing transparency with civic freedom remains 

essential. 

Way Forward 

1.    Second ARC: Institutionalise citizen participation and social audits. 

2.    Strengthen Jan Bhagidari through continuous citizen-government partnerships. 

3.    Build district-level NGO resource centres for legal and digital training. 

4.    Integrate NGOs with grievance portals, CPGRAMS and local governance. 

5.    Shift from adversarial oversight to collaborative vigilance, preserving both accountability and 

institutional trust. 

Conclusion 

As President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam observed, “Governance is about empowering people.” Empowered, transparent 

and independent NGOs complement, not weaken the State, making accountability the strongest pillar of India's 

constitutional democracy. 

While tourism is a strategic asset for India’s economic growth, scaling it remains a challenge. 

Evaluate the constraints and suggest measures to harness it. 

Introduction 

Tourism contributes around 7% of India's GDP and supports over 46 million jobs, while the WTTC projects 

India to become the world's 4th largest tourism economy over the next decade. Yet, India's immense cultural, 

ecological and spiritual wealth remains underutilised due to structural, governance and sustainability 

challenges. 

                       

Constraints in Scaling Tourism 

1.      Infrastructure & Connectivity Deficit: Weak last-mile connectivity to heritage, eco and rural 

destinations. Inadequate tourist amenities, sanitation and digital infrastructure. Limited convention 

infrastructure outside metros. Example: North-East tourism. 

2.      Fragmented Governance: Tourism is a State subject requiring Centre-State coordination. 

Multiple approvals and absence of single-window clearances delay investments. Weak Destination 

Management Organisations (DMOs). Example: Coastal tourism. 
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3.      Sustainability & Overtourism: Carrying capacity exceeded in destinations like Shimla, Manali 

and Kedarnath. Waste management and water scarcity threaten fragile ecosystems. Climate change 

impacts glaciers, beaches and biodiversity. Example: Himalayan circuits. 

4.      Skill & Human Capital Gaps: Shortage of multilingual guides and hospitality professionals. 

Service quality varies significantly across destinations. Informal workforce lacks certification. 

Example: Rural homestays. 

5.      Low Global Competitiveness: India's foreign tourist arrivals remain modest relative to its 

potential. Limited global branding and destination marketing. High aviation costs and taxation affect 

competitiveness. Example: ASEAN competition. 

6.      Heritage Conservation Challenges: Encroachments and inadequate maintenance of monuments. 

Limited adaptive reuse of heritage assets,  poor interpretation centres reduce visitor experience. 

Example: Lesser-known ASI monuments. 

7.      Safety & Security Concerns: Concerns regarding women's safety and tourist scams and disaster 

preparedness remains inadequate. Weak tourist grievance redressal mechanisms. Example: Solo 

travellers. 

8.      Regulatory & Investment Bottlenecks: Complex land acquisition and environmental approvals. 

Tourism lacks industry status in several States. Limited private investment in Tier-II and Tier-III 

destinations. Example: Federation of Associations in Indian Tourism & Hospitality (FAITH). 

9.      Geopolitical & External Risks: Global recessions, pandemics and regional conflicts affect arrivals. 

Visa restrictions and aviation disruptions reduce competitiveness. Dependence on a few source 

markets. Example: COVID-19. 

Measures to Harness Tourism Potential 

1.    Develop Integrated Tourism Infrastructure: Implement 50 destinations Mission Mode 

(Budget 2026–27). Expand UDAN, Vande Bharat, Bharatmala and multimodal connectivity. Strengthen 

last-mile roads and digital infrastructure. Example: Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment 

(SACSI) projects. 

2.    Promote Sustainable Tourism: Carrying-capacity based destination planning, expand 

Travel for LiFE and Green Destination certification. Eco-friendly waste management and renewable 

energy adoption. Example: Mamallapuram. 

3.    Strengthen Destination Governance: Create professional Destination Management 

Organisations (DMOs). Single-window clearance for tourism investments and PPP model for 

destination maintenance. Example: Statue of Unity. 

4.    Diversify Tourism Products: Promote medical, wellness, MICE, cruise, rural, agro and geo-

tourism. Develop Himalayan trekking, birding and turtle tourism circuits, encourage night tourism and 

heritage walks. Example: Kerala Ayurveda. 

5.    Leverage Digital Technologies: AI-driven personalised tourism platforms. Expand NIDHI 

Plus, digital ticketing and GIS-based destination management, AR/VR interpretation at heritage sites. 

Example: Digital museums. 

6.    Invest in Human Capital: Operationalise National Institute of Hospitality (Budget 2026–27). 

Upskill 10,000 tourist guides. Promote Skill India certifications for local youth. Example: Incredible 

India Tourist Facilitators. 

7.    Improve Global Competitiveness: Strengthen Brand Incredible India 2.0. Liberalise e-Visa 

and expand visa-on-arrival. Participate aggressively in global tourism marts. Example: G20 tourism 

showcase. 

8.    Promote Inclusive & Community-led Tourism: Expand Swadesh Darshan 2.0 and 

PRASHAD. Support SHGs, artisans and homestays through credit and marketing. Develop aspirational 

districts and North-East tourism. Example: Tehri Lake. 
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Way Forward 

1.    Implement National Tourism Policy with measurable outcomes. 

2.    Adopt Challenge-Based Destination Development (CBDD) model nationwide. 

3.    Provide industry status to tourism across States (FAITH). 

4.    Integrate tourism with PM Gati Shakti and urban planning. 

5.    Create a National Tourism Competitiveness Index for States (NITI Aayog-inspired competitive 

federalism). 

Conclusion 

 Sustainable and technology-driven tourism can transform India's cultural wealth into economic strength, 

generating livelihoods while preserving heritage for future generations. 

Analyze the strategic significance of India’s deepening ties with Australia and New Zealand in 

stabilizing the Indo-Pacific amid shifting superpower dynamics and regional uncertainties. 

Introduction 

Amid an increasingly uncertain Indo-Pacific, the Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights resilient external 

engagement, while Australia-New Zealand visit and Budget 2026-27 reinforce India’s MAHASAGAR vision 

through maritime, economic and technological partnerships. 

 

Strategic Significance 

1.      Strengthening a Multipolar Indo-Pacific: Reinforces a free, open, inclusive and rules-based 

Indo-Pacific, reducing dependence on any single power bloc. Helps India hedge against uncertainty 

arising from changing US strategic priorities and growing Chinese assertiveness. Operationalises Act 

East, MAHASAGAR and Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI). Example: Strategic Partnership with New 

Zealand. 

2.      Maritime & Defence: Enhances Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) across the Eastern Indian 

Ocean and South Pacific. Mutual Logistics Support with New Zealand complements existing logistics 

agreements with Australia. Greater interoperability through joint naval exercises, hydrography and 

intelligence sharing. Strengthens anti-IUU fishing cooperation and HADR capabilities. Example: 

Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap. 

3.      Economic & Supply Chain Security: Australia's lithium, cobalt, rare earths and uranium support 

India's: EV ecosystem, semiconductor mission and clean energy transition. Diversifies global supply 

chains amid geopolitical disruptions. Supports CECA negotiations and resilient trade architecture. 

Example: Critical Minerals Partnership. 
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4.      Energy Security: Australian uranium exports strengthen India's civilian nuclear programme. 

Facilitates Net Zero pathway through secure fuel supplies. Supports India's clean-energy ambitions. 

Example: Civil Nuclear Cooperation. 

5.      Technological Arena: Cooperation in: cyber security, AI, quantum technologies, space 

technology, defence innovation. Reduces technological dependence on concentrated suppliers. 

6.      Strategic Autonomy: Demonstrates India's policy of multi-alignment rather than alliance politics. 

Expands partnerships beyond Quad while preserving independent decision-making. Builds issue-

based coalitions instead of bloc politics. 

7.      South Pacific Outreach: Greater engagement with Pacific Island Countries through Australia and 

New Zealand. Counters strategic vacuum created by intensifying great-power competition. Enhances 

climate resilience, disaster relief and blue economy cooperation. 

8.      Trade & Connectivity: Faster movement through logistics arrangements. Expansion of trusted 

trade mechanisms. Boost to resilient value chains under Indo-Pacific frameworks. 

9.      Diaspora & Soft Power: Strong Indian diaspora acts as a bridge; expands education, tourism, 

innovation and cultural diplomacy and enhances India's democratic credibility. 

10.  Global Governance: Like-minded democracies cooperate in: UN reforms, WTO reforms, Climate 

negotiations, maritime governance. Strengthens rules-based international order. 

Major Challenges 

1.   Geopolitical: China's economic dominance and coercive diplomacy. Divergent strategic 

priorities (AUKUS vs India's continental concerns). 

2.   Economic: Trade volume still far below China-Australia trade. Delay in Comprehensive 

Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA). 

3.   Implementation: Slow execution of logistics, ports and connectivity projects. Bureaucratic 

delays. Example: Infrastructure timelines. 

4.   Security: Limited defence industrial integration. Need for greater maritime surveillance 

assets. 

5.   Technological: Dependence on external semiconductor ecosystem, cybersecurity 

vulnerabilities. 

6.   Domestic: Regulatory bottlenecks in critical minerals, slow private-sector participation. 

Way Forward 

1.    Fast-track CECA and operationalise Strategic Partnership with strict timelines. 

2.    Develop Integrated Critical Minerals Value Chain from mining to processing. 

3.    Institutionalise tri-lateral maritime patrols, P-8 interoperability and real-time MDA sharing. 

4.    Expand cooperation in AI, cyber, space, quantum and defence manufacturing under trusted 

technology frameworks. 

5.    Build India-Pacific Development Partnership for HADR, climate adaptation and blue economy. 

6.    Integrate Australia's minerals with Make in India and National Critical Mineral Mission. 

7.    Enhance academic, innovation and start-up partnerships through university-industry 

networks. 

8.    Coordinate positions in Quad, IPOI, IORA and East Asia Summit for regional governance. 

Conclusion 

India seeks “human-centric, inclusive development”, strong Australia-New Zealand partnerships can transform 

MAHASAGAR into a durable pillar of Indo-Pacific stability, prosperity and strategic autonomy.  

 


