
12822  August 2026

Why PM Modi’s upcoming 
visit to central Asia is 

significant : VIF

Pakistan’s rehabilitation 
in US- A test for India-US 

ties : ORF

Unimpeded trade needs 
IPMDA as the answer : 

The Hindu



Why PM Modi’s upcoming visit to central Asia is significant

Context

Facts
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PM to attend

sco
,
and focus is on

what New Delhi wants

from a region it has

counted for a decade.

· 26th summit theme : 25 years · Chabahar and INSTC : by
of sco-together towards which India reaches Central

Sustainable Peace
, Development Asia but are stalled by

and Prosperity. the West Asian conflict.

· India's priorities inside SCO : naming Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism ; sustainable economic development ; Central Asia

at core of the grouping ; people-to-people links ; and

territorial sovereignty and integrity for connectivity.
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India's Central Asia policy has a structural problem that no

summit fixes . The region matters for energy , critical minerals

and northern approach to Afghanistan , but India cannot

physically reach it. Pakistan closes the land route , Uzbekistan

is doubly landlocked , I Chabahar and the INSTC run through
Fran

,
which is at war . What is left is diplomacy at multi-

lateral venues , and that is why the sco matters to Delhi. It

is the only forum where the Indian PM sits at the same

table as all five Central Asian presidents · Central Asia has

learned to negotiate as a bloc witho external powers , so

India is now one supplicant among many rather than a privileged
partner , and the C5 + 1 format it joined is one it did not design.

"A stable Afghanistan is a precondition for development across

both South and Central Asia . New Delhi and Tashkent can

coordinate their Afghan policy on reconstruction and the

'

economy. - Pravesh Kumar Gupta
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Over 10 months U .
S. hosted

Pakistan's army chief three

times
,
claimed credit for

ending an India-Pakistan

war , and put punitive tariffs

on Indian goods.

* Munis at the White House three times in three months : first
us presidential hosting of a serving Pakistani army Chief.

· Trade imposition by white house India-US : signed 10 year
on India : 25 % reciprocal defence framework in 2025

tariff on Indian exports , covering intelligence sharing ,
additional 25 % penalty counter-terrorist operations

for continued Russian and technology
oil purchases. cooperation.
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The same us that fused satellite intelligence for India at

Galwan went quiet after Pahalgam and it is structural

rather than personal . Pakistan's usefulness to us regional
diplomacy now outweigh us sensitivity to the terrorism
Pakistan has long sponsored . Where it is weak is on India's
own agency i.e. treats Delhi as the object of us choices and

never asks what India traded away , or gained , in the Feb

2026 settlement that ended the tariff war. The partnerships
survive on institutional mechanisms that deliver predictably
under stress , not on professions of friendship or chemistry
between leaders

. Therefore , focus should be on less theatre

and more institutional plumbing.

"US reliability , is "transactional , personality-driven , and

geographically selective ."

- Deepak Kumar
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Manitime domain

awareness is part of the

India-us relationship worth

protecting from the tariff
quarrel because Indo-

Pacific carries the world's

trade & nobody can watch
it alone.

& $7 trillion in trade moves ⑥ Quad's Indo Pacific Manitime

through Indo-Pacific each Surveillance collaboration,

year
: connecting Pension 2026 : integrates commercial

Gulf energy producers to satellite based radio

East Asian manufacturing frequency monitoring , radas

& consumer markets in fesion & partner-nation
the Americas . senson networks.
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Maritime domain awareness is cheap , unclassified at the point

of delivery , and one area where India supplies the platform

rather than receiving .
The Gurugram Fusion centre is not an

Indian complement to an American scheme but Indian ocean

node of the scheme itself , which makes the sovereignty

objection weaker than it looks . The strategic environment

has dismantled the assumption that open trade sustains

itself , and the freedom of navigation on which supply

chains depend is now contested. No country can monitor

the oceans alone , and therefore the pragmatism of the

Quad scheme rests on admitting it. Transparency is a

cheap deterrent that costs a measure of autonomy , I

that India has decided the trade is worth making
.
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• PSIR 2025 Paper II: "India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze."

• PSIR 2025 Paper II: "How successful has the 'ASEAN Plus Three' been 
in addressing regional problems?" 

• PSIR 2024 Paper II: "'India and USA have become such strong strategic 
partners that they need not become formal allies.' Comment."

• PSIR 2023 Paper II: "Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) performs 
an important role in India's strategic balancing act to withstand the 
dominance of China in Asia. Discuss."

• PSIR 2023 Paper II: "What are the reasons for lack of 'regionness' in 
South Asia?" 

• PSIR 2023 Paper II:"What steps has India taken to regain its foothold in 
Afghanistan since the Taliban has taken over the country in August 2021?"






