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Context

Facts

Great power competition in the South Pacific

On 6 July 2026 China

test fired a long range
submarine-launched ballistic

missile on the day Australia

and Fij signed a defence

treaty at Suva .

* veitacini Treaty (the Ocean of Peace Alliance) : a bilateral

defence agreement Between Australia and Fiji at Sura .

* Treaty of Rarotonga , 1985 : bars nuclear testing on land

& near territorial waters but article 2 of UNCLOS allows

unrestricted maritime access on the open sea.

* India works though Form for India-Pacific Islands

Cooperation (FIPIC) : grants for healthcare , digital infra
and solar

energy
without pushing island states into formal

alliance or debt.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

A capability demonstrated on the day a defence pact is signed
tells the signatories what the pact does not cover. The Pacific's

difficulty is not an absence ofhorns but norms written for
an older kind of testing , so Rarotonga polices the land and
territorial sea while the open ocean stays open under UNCLOS

and a legally clean test can break a political norm . Under-

heath sits a disagreement about what security means
because Canberra & Beijing are arguing about power projection
while the islands have said since the Boe declaration that

their existential threat is climate. A body that decides by
unanimity can be disabled by two members , which is why
Beijing does not have to win the Forum and has to keep

it from speaking.
India's opening lies there

,
and FIPIC &

IPMDA are capacity offered without alliance & without debt.

"External powers must respect the sovereignty of countries and

not treat the region as merely a theatre on a passive chessboard .
"
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Context

Facts

False calm in Kabul- 5 years & Taliban still seek legitimacy

Five years after the

Taliban walked into Kabul,

Afghanistan is a state that

has won control achieved ,

large scale conflict ended,

legitimacy unresolved .

* Around 45 % of Afghans need humanitarian assistance

in 2026
. Food insecurity and child malnutrition remain

acute
,
and international assistance has declined post 2021.

* India moved from limited technical engagement to structured

pragmatism : high level contacts , ministerial visits , upgrading
of India's diplomatic presence at Kabul & discussion of
trade

, pharmaceuticals , agriculture , connectivity and

humanitarian assistance.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

Recognition has come apart into two separate things , legal
recognition and working relations and Taliban have discovered

that a state can live on the second alone. Security has
been produced without governance , which is why the same

regime can be described as more secure and less free in one

sentence and why consolidation is called an achievement

& legitimacy a vulnerability .
Pakistan's position is a

movement cultivated as an instrument of depth acquired

enough autonomy to resist the patron and then to challenge
it. India's shift is not approval of the Emirate but an

admission that abstention buys no influence.

"A country that excludes half its population from

meaningful participation cannot easily build a productive
and resilient economy .

"
- Haush v. Pant
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Context

Facts

Labour rights beyond the shadow of  BWSSB

A 9 judge bench

answered about meaning of

"industry" under a law that

no longer exists. Why court feet
the need to loosen a 1978

precedent that had extended

protection to workers.

@ The split on the Bench : two judges said no answer was

required , one called it academic , one called it unnecessary,
and the Chief Justice for 4 judges reformulated the Triple
test while calling that reformulation hypothetical and
prospective

* Justice Bagchi : a workman "seldom enters the field of

negotiation as an equal "
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The judgment answers a question that had stopped existing,
because the Act under which it arose was repealed on 21

November 2025
,
and Court used the occasion to fence off

BWSSB for whatever comes next. A precedent that widened

protection is described as a burden and as a bondage , and
that choice of words where the baseline has quietly moved.
The fight over the definition of industry was never technical.

Against that the Part IV , Article 42 & Article 23 & reading
of Kesavananda Bharati under which social & economic justice

belongs to the Basic structure. Therefore , labom laws

asymmetry premise is a correction for unequal bargaining
power and not a favour to one side.

"

Liberty from the control of the state is another name

for the dictatorship of the private employer ."

- Dr. B .R. Ambedkar
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1. PSIR 2025, Paper II: "India maintains strong ties with countries that 
will assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity 
with rest of the world. Analyze."

2. PSIR 2024, Paper I: "How far do you agree that the Directive Principles 
of State Policy are more fundamental than the Fundamental Rights in 
meeting socio-economic justice as mentioned in the Preamble of the 
Constitution?"

3. PSIR 2024, Paper II: "Discuss the rationale behind replacing the 'Asia-
Pacific' strategy with the new term 'Indo-Pacific' strategy."

4. PSIR 2023, Paper II: "Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
performs an important role in India's strategic balancing act to withstand 
the dominance of China in Asia. Discuss."

5. PSIR 2023, Paper II: "What steps has India taken to regain its foothold 
in Afghanistan since the Taliban has taken over the country in August 
2021?"

6. PSIR 2023, Paper I: "Do you agree that over the years the Supreme 
Court has become a forum for policy evolution? Justify your answer."






